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by Din mahmed—The Marhafias join the Afghans at Aztm T* 
chad Pretensions of the latter against them — Battle of 
near Aeim ahad, where the murdering Generals are all slatnf^^ 
and their troops put to the sword — The Viceroy sends fof^tk^ 
Ladies of the Afghan Generals, and treats them with the\ Ht 
most decency — His extreme delicacy and generosity on 
account '5* 

It must be remembered that Aaly verd^-qhan had borne his < 
part m the second campaign against Mustapha-qhan , and It 
then that intelligence came to camp of Rhago dj I bhoslah's ha\nng ; 
invaded the Oressa, This ln\'asion \vzs brought about in the J 
following manner — \bdol resSI-qhan Governor of Pre5sa,jha<h | 
•paid so much regard to the rupture between his uncle and Aal} | 
verdy-qhan, as to quh his post, and go over with his w hole brigade 
to Mustapha-qhan s assistance He had left the Govemraen^-*tq^ 
a NJub or Depot) of his, which he appointed without, howe\er, 
meddling with Radja DSlobram who had been appointed^ 
Agent General by the Vlcerc^ and was son to a Prime Minl^ 

Of course, on the Ga\ emor s desertion, the Go\ ernment devoh'cd 
on this Gentoo to whom the Patent and Insignia of Go>e£PQr^| 
came from MSrshSd-abad soon after But DSlobram was unfit for, j 
such an office. Scrupulously attached to his religious practia^i | 
he was much addicted to the company of Brahmans and Sany^ 
sees (i) or Gentoo Falcyrs who Intirely governed him whesw; 
he seemed averse to the company of his raJhtar) officers, mfat'j 
of whom were Mossulmen and It is observable that most of thiSse'l 
Sanyassees wera RhagodjI bhoslah s spies who thereby receiv ^ 
hg frequent intelligence of DSlobram s contemptible condutf'fl 
nd of the weakness of his Government erected his schferae 
ivat knowledge. He was confirmed In his resolution by ''letter^] 
-bich he then received from Mustapha-qhan who Invited hin^d-f 
,ommunit) of Interests and warfare. The Marhatta Prlm»^ 

(i) These Ftkyn either ^ lotlrelj oiked, or jost cow their pdritlcs, aoc I 
t, tf pcphent. There are some othera, who Ore In troops tOfctber and We ^ 
ddermble merchants, marcblnf in drores, eu>d keeping thieves and banditti^ at 
men. They were a torhant, a piece of linen roand thdr loins, arv^ a tdad of 
“a or sheet, which occaaiofiallj co t w the whole body all that Is of a Wm 
•okw That they bare no wotneo amonf' themselves, U certain { 

^^Uy reported that they are not scnpaloqj on another artfcJe InflnHely ’ 
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D Since his General’s murder, was like an untrodden snake 
red within its hole, from whence he watched the moment of 
enge, looked upon this invitation as on a particular interposi- 
1 from Heaven in his behalf ' Putting himself therefore at the 
d of fourteen thousand horse, he marched towards Bengal, 
ssed the mountainous tracts betwixt his dominions and Oressa, 
I arrived on the frontiers of that country , whilst DSlobram, 
anly busy ^vlth his^Sanyass'ees on the shore of the river, was 
)t in so gross an ignorance, that the enemy was close upon 
1 before he had suspected anything of the matter. Mir- 
lol-aziz, that worthy officer, and venerable S^yd of Semana, of 
3m we have somewhile ago made mention, had somehow got 
diligence of the enemies being close and at hand ; and on the 
t intelligence, he got upon hi^i^^and went to Court im- 
diately with about twenty troopM^^^|^j:were at hand, giving 
lers to his people to mount, and with out loss of time, 

ingaruved'at DSlobram’s door, he was asleep yet, 

I knew nothing of the Marhatt'^^^’ll^"^ full hour more was 
;nt in waiting for his rising , meaS^l^^^j^neral uproar having 
2 n throughout the city of Catec^^^j^||^gan to fly and pro- 
e for their safety It was then, asIS'ft^^^bner, that DSlobram 
,ng awakened, come out half n4’|C'?Sj^i^|j^ without a turbant, 
i in that condition, got into his ^l^^j.jVith intention to take 
ilter in tae castle of Bhara-B^fejr^3s^'|fich was not far off 
r-abdol-aziz was following him |^tfc^b^6oops that were with 
3 They were advancing togethe^'^^i^b^At some distance, but 

II within the city, he stopped speak to one of his 

:n, and on turning his head aljajrcgJ^'^saw some Marhatta 
•opers busy in stripping people, ajS^^^pbram on foot endea- 
unngto skulk about some ruin^j|^^gil^, on sight of this, he 
1 fonvards, and se^'^ng him by th<|^||(^.^^i^eproached him^with 

; cowardice, '‘'f \/hy are you fri^^j^^^^cried he, and why 
lo you render yourself contempti®^^^^|fe~upon this horse, and 
ollow me. These are no more intent on plunder 

.nd sac Believe me, there is tinft^^w^^etire into the castle , 
.nd rest assured that I will not leave you here ” MSlobram, 
:overing from his fright, mounted upon his horse, and was im- 
idiately surrounded by the officer’s troopers, who carried him 
fe to the gate of the castle Meanwhile some of DSlobram’s 
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soldiers joined him, as did some detached soldiers from the othec 
corps by a few at a time , so that in a little time he found hlmscli 
with a good numbers of troop in and about the fortress Bui 
Rhago-dji arriving a little after, besieged the castle immediately! 
and DSlobram was now frightened in earnest, and being Inform- 
ed also that Aaly verdy qhan, his master, was gone on an expedi- 
tion against Mnstapha-^han, he yielded to the intreatles and sug- 
gestions of the Sanyasseea, who proposed to mediate an agr^ 
raent and he resolved to make himself easy, as be wanted no raor(j 
than his life With this view he held a consultation with bis Com- 
manders and otecers Some of these, out of compliment to theh 
Governor, voted for an Immediate surrender and some though 
It was too late to make any effectual resistance In so unpreparet 
a station But ^posed by MIr-abdol-arli and somt 

others, who thought shch a,4urrender dlshononrablc to their master 
Aaly verdy-qhan, and’ cfcsgraccftil to themselves and they wer< 
for fighting and deluding -the place DSlobram Inclined to ari 
agreement and he wai^delud^ into It by his Sanyassees at ItsD 
After many daj’s confereice^DSlobram came out of the fortres 
nnd went to pay a vfclt^ib thte Marhatta Prince, accompanied t 
all hU Comrpaflders^^^ officers and even by a brother of Ml 
abdol-aiu: who came' ot& with ten or twelve of Ms men Bn 
that Commanders himself, ^Wth. three or four hundred of his soldiers 
remained In the Fo^ togfether with a number of towns-raen wh( 
had-takeusb-eltcr DSloferaro after his visit w’anted to retnrt 
home , but was pre?epted^ by the Marhatta who objected to hh 
returning In the heat^bf'^thef^ay, and desired his accepting of ai 
entertainment prepmecF lA rt tent set up for his taking some rest I 
he also distributed tne uoremor s officers amongst his own Com" 
maadere recomraendlng weir being handsomely used and enter 
tained, like so many ^esl^, The officers seeing an entertain 
ment spread for thefef^ibotr' laid down their arms, loosened theli 
girdles hud havlng|VitrUken of the entertainment, they retiree 
to take some rest but ^"Ih^ waking up they found theiuselvei 
prisoners and in confinetf?&l^ and every one of them repented 
but too late, of his credulit) On hearing of this treachery Mir- 
/ abdol-aiia assumed the command of the fortress and prepare 
for its defencei The Prince disappointed, sent him his o 
brother, to persuade him to a surrender, and this brother iva 
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accompanied by envoys which DSlobram himself had sent to 
his people for the same purpose. Abdol-aziz answered his own 
brother in these terms ” Sir, tell Rhago-dji that at present I 
“ have neither brother nor master , we are servants to one Lord, 

“ who IS Aaly-verdy-qhan the formidable in war Some ungrate- 
“ ful cowards have gone over to you, and listened to your words , 
but as for uS, we shall defend this fortress, as becomes faithful 
“ soldiers, and as long as breath shall remain in our bosom , and 
this is our last resolution.” The brave Commander proved as 
good as his word , and for a month and some days, he sustained 
a vigorous siege These events were taking place, at the very 
time when the Viceroy of Bengal recalled by the solicitations of 
Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, his nephew, who announced Rhago-dji’s 
invasion in the Oressa, had quitted his expedition of Azim-abad, 
to return to Bengal Although he heard of DSlobram’s being 
entrapped, and of Abdol-aziz’s still defending himself, yet he 
forbore moving-,to his assistance, as he wanted to manage Rhago- 
dji, and had sent to him a gentleman, lately come from Delhi, 
called Munaam-aaly-qhan, a person of eloquence and abilities 
Rhogo-d]i, ascribing such an unexpected step to conscious weak- 
ness, answered ” That he could not return hqme, unless he was 
complemented with three Corors of rupees ” The Viceroy em- 
barrassed in his circumstances, spun out the negotiation to a 
length, until hearing .of Mustapha-qhan’s defeat, he first of all 
returned his humble acknowledgment to God Almighty, and then 
taking another stile with the Marhatta Prince, he turned a new 
leaf with 'him, and lent him the following message Au agree- Vj 
vient brought about by dint of money, is the effect of either im- ^ 
potence, or some great hope As to the drst, I inform you that ^ 
1 by God’s blessing, the intrepid ivarriors, those lions avide of pr 
I slaughter and bloody are more covetous than ever of -another en- 
I gngement with you, and more desirous of fighting than hunters 
\ are of getting at their prey And as to the second article, I 
« must tell you, that they cannot expect any benefit from entering 
( into a treaty'-''‘'ff'i^'' unfortunate and so ill fated a Commander 
as you Matters itanuing thus, the agreement you expect, cannot 
be brought about but by a battle, when the lions giddy with the 
\ fumes of an approaching slaughter, shall swim over the bloody 
Kplain, shall diag the crocodiles of Barar to the si aught ei , and 
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tinge t}is element vith streams of their blocd Then and not 
sooner whoever shall have obtained the victory will have it in 
his power to propose an agreement to his own mind Rhago-djl 
on receiving this message, resolutely answered in these words 
“ I am come from a thousand cosses distance to encamp In this 
‘ corner of the dominions of your Majestnous Highness (a) and do 
' not sec that yon have as yet moved so little as a hundred coshes 
“ to receive your guests ’ This answer produced the following 
reply What you observe Is nothing but truth However, the 
' reason is that the rain) season U at hahd please therefore to 
‘ take some rest and rest assured that, so soon as that season 
IS over I shall not only move to meet you as ray guest, but 
' shall have the politeness to rcconduct you as far as your own 
“ ho£ne Rhago-djl after this message advanced towards Bir 
bohom, where he took up his quarters from hence by parties he 
brought under his power the whole province of Oressa as fah as 
MidnipSr and Hedjly together with great part of the Bardcvan 
All this wisile the brave Mlr-abdoI«axU was defending the fortress 
of Bhara-bhaty but the place being ill furnished for a long de 
fence and above all wanting provisions he agreed to surrender 
it on condition of having his person honour, and baggage safe as 
well as that of his people and that none of them should be forced 
to take party with the Marhattas. This treaty was insured by a 
paper sent him by Elhagodji under his hand and seal and under 
the hands and seals of all his principal Commanders, who signed 
as guarantees to the performance of the articles On those condi 
tions he surrendered the fortress and after having tarried a 
few days in the Marhatta camp ho look his leave of the Marhatta 
Prince and went to MSrshSd^abad. DSlobram remained a 
prisonar one full year or even some months more nor was he 
released but by the mediation of some Bankers who paid a ran 
som of three lacs of mppes for him After which he returned to 
MSrshSd-abad where the Viceroy repaid the money to his father 
a Minister with whose faithful services he was perfectly satisfied 
AVhilst the Marhatta Prince was encamped In the Blrbohnih 
there came letters and petitions from MSrteia^han and BSlend 
qhan and the other Afghan officers who had taken shelter in the 

(t) Uebabet d}uiis or Um hi Battle*, wu the tKt* which the Vke* 

toy went by 
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mountains of Macri-cogh after the loss of the battle. The Zemin- 
dars of those' parts had suffered them to build themselves huts in 
those mountains, but cast a wishful eye upon some of those thing 
which those refugees had been able to bring with them. On the 
other hand, the Zemindars of Sarseram, named Pahluvan-sing, 
and Sot-hur-sing, had received letters from the Governor of Bahar, 
which recommended their taking care, that those refugees should 
not find means to escape. But by this times Afghans tired 
which living m a country infested with myriads of snakes and ants, 
and to exist hke men buried alive, had of themselves repeatedly 
written in the humblest terms to Rhago-dji to supplicate “ his 
taking the trouble of coming to their assistance , and they pro- 
“ mised, in case of their being delivered from their loathsome 
“habitations, to addict their whole lives to his service, without 
_ “ quitting his standards, unless dismissed ” They added, “ that 
“ they would ever keep that favour of his as a ring hanging at 
“their ears, and would carry all their lives on their shoulders the 
“ trappings of attachment and sincerity ” Rhago-dji finding his ti 
advantage in attaching to his person and cause some thousand ^ 
Afghans, all old soldiers, equipped at all points, set out for Birbo- M 
'hum a little before Ihe end of the rains, and taking his route 
over the mountains of that country, and through the hills and * 
valleys of Carrick-p8r, he in his way across the province of A-zim- 
abad, sacked and plundered the.town of Ticcary and Sheh-p8ra, 
with their whole territory. After which he forded the Sohon, went 
into the hills of Sarseram, delivered the Afghans from their 
misery , he then descended into the plain, and encamped at Arvel. '' 
His army, by the junction of the Afghans, amounted now to full 
, twennty' thousand horse. Immediately after him, Aaly-verdy- 
qhan arrived at Aziin-abad at the head of twelve thousand' horsey 
all old soldiers, determined to put an end to his quarrel with the 
Marhattas His nephew, the Governor of the Province, w'ent out 
to a great distance to meet him , and had the honour of kissing ' 
his uncle’s footsteps , after which he remained sometime in camp, 
Ally-verdy-qhan having been pleased to spend some days, in 

enjoying his relations, kinsmen, and fnends 

• ^ 

And here it must be mentiond.that some months before his 

arrival, a coolness and indifference had taken place between the 

Governor of Azim-abad and Abdol-aaly-qhan , and the coolness 
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increasing, their faces had been obscMred with the dustof so mneh 
discontent and disgust that the former love and union had been 
succeeded by separation and distance The subject was a certain 
note which the Govemorbad written toAbdol^y qban, in which 
were some sharp expressions, the purport and sense of which was 
this “ My brother, RadjaKyret-chund has received woundam the 
battle against Mnstapha qhao and has rendered many services , 
and what has done year Lordship, that you should require so 
much gratitude at my hands, and require it as your due ?” Abdol 
aa!y>qhan shocked at the drift of the note, abstained from going 
to Court , but on the Viceroy's arrlral who ivas his maternal uncle 
he resolved to attach himself to him, after having quitted the 
Governor’s service, He Intended hcncefomard to spend the re 
mainder of his Ufe in that Prince s Court, and to follow him to 
MSrshSd-abad With this view, he once after dinner remained 
on purpose in the Prince s tent where there were then only a few 
persons, such as HadjI-ahraed, his son the Governor and myself 
and finding the moment favourable hebrooghtthe discourse upon 
himself and mentioned his Intention observing that he had now 
given up all his conections at Axim^abad and wished to spend 
the remainder of his days In his ancle s service, as he could no 
more bear to live m the Governor’s Court- The Viceroy, who 
wanted to scxitbe his mind answered with mildness, that such 
was the complexion of the present times that dissensions were 
“ajdsinjg between a son and his father,, and enmities had been 
conceived by a brother against a brother be added that he had 
“ lived to sec such things (he alluded in this to a very Indecent 
‘ dispute that had happened two or three days ago between Siid 
“ahmed-qhan and Hadji-ahmed his father upon a small object 
‘ in which himself {Aajy verdy-qhan) had jnediated recondlia 
“ tlon) If such disagreeable quarrels and enmities can filnd their 
'way amongst fathers and sons cotinued he and between 
brothers and brothers, where is the wonder that there should 
“arise a dissatisfaction between you and Zln-eddln-ahmed-qhan, 
“who arc sons only of two uncles?' Abdol-aaly-qhan answered 
coldly, that tf quarrels should happen between brothers and 
children, he did not wonder at it, as they were co heirs but 
that he did not comprehend why he who was no more than a 
servant should become the object of a quarrel f If J am fit for 
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anything^ added he, let me be kept on an honorable footing , and 
if I am not soj dismiss me at once, without wounding my delicacy 
with disagreeable expressions and odious reflections, which I 
cannot bear with any regard to my honour What means such 
a letter as this, for instance ^ And who is that Kyret-chund, 
that such a pimp should be compared with, and even preferred, 
to me. At this expression, Zin-eddin ahmed-qhan took fire , 
his colour changed, and he said " that he would risk his life to 
“ defend the honour and character of a Kyret-chund ” He added, 
“ that Kyret-chund was he, whose father’s slippers had been car- 
“ ried by the ancestors of every one , by all ” (in this he alluded to 
this particular, that Kyret-chund’s father was Prime Minister or 
Divan to Shujah-qhan, and the fountain head of all preferment, at 
a time when Hadji-ahmed, and his younger brother, Aaly-verdy- 
qhan, made their appearance at that Court) Abdol-aaly-qhan 
answered coldly, “ that as his father had never carried the slippers 
“ of any one’s father, he did not see why Kyret-chund should be 
“ a man of so much importance for him ” The conversation 
growing warm, the Viceroy interposed, by desiring Abdol-aaly- 
qhan to contain himself , and he added these words Pray, friend, 
why do you become angry ^ Zin-eddin~ahmed-qhan s allusion 
refers to me. At these words of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s the nephew 
held his tongue, and did not offer another syllable , and the dis- 
pute subsided A few days after, the Viceroy sent for his nephew 
in a private closet, and after having spoke to him, he desired his 
living upon good terms -with Abdol-aaly-qhan , at the same time, 
he sent for the latter, and obtained of him as well as of the other, 
that they should embrace each other, and that their dissatisfac- 
tion should be brought to an end 

After this transaction, Aaly-verdy-qhan accompanied by his 
t;vvo nephews, and by Ata-ollah-qhan and Seradj-ed-doulah, de- 
camped from BankypSr, and went to encamp at Nobut-p8r, 
without being able to find one single Marhatta by the way In 
advancing farther, many screams were heard, and a moment after, 
it wa5 found that the noise arose from some Marhatta troopers, 
who having fallen upon the baggage, had disappeared immediately 
with some plunder. The next day, having ranged his army in 
battle, and supported his flanks by artillery, he moved forwards , 
and it was remarked that there were not less than six persons in 
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that arm} that eiijoyed the honour of a kettle drum, and no less 
than e, that ■\\ ere honoured with the Insignia of the mahy or fish 
The Commanders of the vanguard or the first line were Mir 
djaafer-qhan, and Shlnishlr-<jhan the Afghan , at his right nas Ata 
ollah qban and Serdar-qhan at his left, Zin-eddm-ahmed-qhan 
The flank u'as put under the care of S&yd ahmed-qhan ndio ^vas 
supported b} Sheh djehan }'ar, and by Omer-qhan Rahem-qhan 
was seated on the elephant that carried the "Viceroy s main stan 
dard , and that Prince was in the centre with a choice bod} of 
troops, commanded by Fakyr ollah beg qhan, and N8r ollah beg 
qhan, and some other officers of character The arm} marched 
the \7hole night in that order of battle, eager to meet the enemies, 
and desirous of an engagement but no enemyappeared- Only at 
day-break some of their horse were seen at a great distance from 
the reach of cannon plnndenng some defenceless villages and 
the victorious army continnlog Its march arrlxed at the Ranles 
reservoir near Muhel} p8r where It encamped Rhago-dji hap 
pened to be encamped thereabout also without eier suspecting 
that the enerav h\ a forced march would overtake him there. Mir 
djaafer qhan and Shlmshlr^han who commanded the vanguard 
and were the foremost fell at once upon the enem} and Rhago dji 
surprised but not dismayed, mounted immedlatelv without having 
time to range hU army in battle but he was directly surrounded 
b} his guards and the different corps of the Marhattas mount 
ing successively, attacked the enemy In order to disengage their 
GeneraL A furious engagement took place between Mir-djaafer 
qhan and them and the combat became so serious that a report 
ran unanlmouslv that Rhago-djl had never escaped bpt for a 
neglect of Shlmshlr-qhan s or possibly b} his treachery In a 
little time the Viceroy himself came to the support of his troops, 
and the enemy was giving way But whilst those two Command 
ers were engaged with a bod} of Marhattas we who were with 
Abdol-aaly-qhan were all engaged with another That ofiBcer had 
only his brigade against some thousands of them yet he stood 
his ground until Med} ncssar-qban mounted upon S&yd-ahmed 
qban s standard elephant, )oined us with a body of troops Here 
a deal of mutual slaughter ensued and great things were intended 
when night cqme on, and parted the combatants The enemy 
givinp" way retired farther and halted and the Viceroy not 


choosing to advance m the dark,, stayed where he was, and passed 
the night in a small tent provided for him, and for him only ; for all 
the principal Commanders of the army, that is, his two, nephews, 
and a very few others, took shelter under some trees ; the rest of 
the army stood where it was , nor did any one know what had 
become of the baggage , nor did any one in so dark a night, choose 
to venture afar in*quest of it Some, more impatient than others, 
passed the whole night in inquiries, and filled the whole army 
with cries and tumult Abdol-aaly-qhan, with the poor man and 
Allah-yar-qhan, half-brother to the Viceroy, and some other per- 
sons of distinction, passed the whole night watching in the Vice- 
roy’s tent At day break the baggage was found in a neighbour- 
ing plain, abandoned by all, but untouched The poor man’s 
baggage, as well as that of Abdol-aaly-qhan’s, was found also 
without a man to watch over it ; but yet untouched Every one 
havjng refreshed himself, *lhe army marched again The Vice- 
roy offering battle every day to the enemy, and every day in vain, 
became tired of their backwardness, and he left the business to 
his officers, who would every day beat some party of the Mar- 
hattas, and always with loss to those ravagers It was in those 
days that it appeared that the two Afghan Commanders were 
traitors in their heart, at least , it was then that Aaly-verdy-qhan 
conceived suspicions against them 

I remember that once being myself seated with in the inner 
apartment of the Nawab-begum, consort to Aaly-verdy-qhan, he 
came himself unexpectedly, and having taken his seat, he seemed 
grieved and thoughtful. The Princess having reproached him for 
that behaviour of his, and asked the meaning of his appearing 
with so clouded an aspect, he answered in these words / knoiu 
not what ts tJie 7natter , but I find some tmcomrnoti appearattce 
amongst my people The Princess anxious about her consort’s 
disquietude, pitched upon two men of parts and character, and 
sent them as from herself, and in her own name, to Rhago-dij 
The first was Muzzaffer-aaly-qhan Bahadyr The second was 
Faky-aaly-qhan, son to Hadji-abdollah, called the writer or 
historian, who had been Divan at B8rhanp8r in the times of the 
Emperor Aoreng-zib They had orders to procure a pacification 
upon an equality, if they saw any overture for it. The envoys 
having landed at Mir-Habib’s, who was the main supporter of all 
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Rhago-djl’a schemes, were Introduced by him, and they d^Ihered 
their message The MarhatU, who had been often vanquished, 
and did not think himself a match for Aaly verdy^han, was glad 
of such a proposal , but Mir Habib, who was the Vlcero/s mortal 
enerfiy, did not consent to it and he tamed Rhagt>-dji’a mtnd 
Intirely, advising him to avail himself of his superiority In horse 
to give the enemy the slip,, so aa to arrive befofe him at MSrshSd 
abad, where Ne\'ailah mahmed-qhan commanded without troops, 
and where might) things might be done Rhago-dji relishing 
the advice, took to the road of MSrshSd-abad, and ^vas imme 
dlately followed by the Bengal army Bnt as part of the provi 
slons that folloA\ed It had been forsaken and lost some days ago 
and none u ere procured bat by force and with dint of sabre 
victuals became dear in camp, and then scarce, and at last In 
-sisible the country round being so mined as to furnish none at 
alL In addition to all those e\il8 theri\er Sohon having become 
formidable, did not afford sufficient security to the boats that might 
have brought f^roviilons It was In such a distressed condition 
that Aaly verdy-qhan continued his march along the Sohon and 
it was in one of these marches that he was joined by two officers 
of valour and renown, both In Zln eddln-ahmed*qhan s service. 
They were both covered with wounds These were Mehta-djes 
vent nagur and Mir ghSlam asbruff T*hey had both been detain 
ed at Azim-abad for some urgent boslness , and when It was done 
they had resolved to join their master and to prove thereby 
their teal and attachment to his service Although the roads 
were scoured day and night by the enemy^s horse, and there 
was no passing undiscovered nevertheless without minding the 
times they had the imprudence to sally forth from the city, and 
to advance towards the army with a small number of brave men 
that chose to stand by them But they did not go far the Mar 
hattas having ovetaken them wanted to plunder and strip them 
and as they refused to submit to that Indignity, they were snr 
rounded and attacked with spears and long swords and a sharp 
engagement took place In which the enemy mixed contumelious 
language with heavy blows At last both those officers were 
dangerously wounded and both were felled to the ground and 
both were stripped and their baggage was plundered and rifled 
Nor was it but some time after, that they recovered so Mr their 
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senses, as to arrive at the army, both naked, and both very much 
wounded ; the Gentoo officer in particular, having lost the whole 
of his nose by a stroke of a ^sabre It was over a country so 
totally ruined that Aaly-verdy-qhan arrived^at Azim-abad, where 
having observed that Rhago-dji was hastening his march, he 
quitted that city, to follow the enemy to Baghal-pSr, where 
having advanced towards the river that runs by Champa-nagur, 
a suburb of that town, he took shelter under some trees, from 
whence he sent forwards the brigade he had with him, together 
with most of the officers present , and these had orders to look 
out for a proper encampment Rhago-dji who was always well 
informed, availed hi mself of that opportunity, and turning the 
brigade, he suddenly made his appearance at the head of five or 
SIX thousand horse The Viceroy without betraying the least 
perturbation or fear, assembled those about him, and they did 
not amount to above six**hundred persons of all sorts , and putting 
himself at their head, he advanced to the enemy, and charged 
vigorously ^He had at that time with him an officer whom he 
had lately retained in his service, and who in paying his respects, 
had spoke very advantageously of himself, and required a great 
deal of distinction The Viceroy recollecting the circumstance, 
now sent for Dost-mahmecT-qhan, (for such was the man’s name) 

“ and he told him that this was the time to approve himself the 
“ man he had pretended to be, and to shew himself worthy of 
“ those distinctions, which he had claimed as his due " The man, 
without waiting for another word, put his horse on a gallop, and 
, spying a body of men that cut a better figure than the rest, (and, 
in fact, it was Rhago-dji himself surrounded by his best mounted 
spearmen) he rushed amongst them, overthrew one man, killed enga 
another, wounded a third, and seized a fourth, with which he mahi 
came back to Aaly-verdy-qhan, to whom he presented his prison- 
er, and who loaded him with encomiums By this time assist- 
ance had come , and Rhago-dji being surrounded in his turn with 
this body of horse, was amply regaled with everything which 
musquets, sabres, and spears could ; so that finding that 
he could stand no more, he turned about, and fled His troops 
after having plundered sOme baggage, took to flight also But 
this action did not please Rhago-dji at all Keeping the highroad 
became unsuitable to his circumstances, as it was impossible but 
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the tuo jrmien nould meet at last, and bfing unmlling to en 
gage any more, he gave the enemy the slip with intention to be 
beforehand uith him about MSrihSd^bad The Marhatta there 
fore moved from Bcgiial p 8 r, struck to the right, and got into the 
hilly country , and A^) verdy-qhan having wrote to his nephew 
at the Capital to be upon hi 5 guard,.advanced by forced marches 
and he was so lucky as to arnve at the city one day after tl/e 
arrival of Rhago-dji 5 who had already burned and sacked the 
two suburbs of Oiaphideb and that called Mir-djaafer^han's 
garden Bat on the Viceroy s amvaJ, he did not think proper 
to remain so near him Decamping therefore immediately, he 
wheeled towards the southern and western suburbs of the city 
The Viccro) ha\ung given three or four days' rest to his army, 
marched on through the oatskirts of the aty, and went to en 
camp at Amony gundj , from whence he advanced on the enemy, 
and having overtaken him at the Ranio's rgservolr, close to Catwa, 
there ensued a sharp engagement, in which sucb a slaughter was 
made of the Marhattas that Rbago d;i despaired of aaccess and 
fearing the destmaion of bis whole army, be turned about, and 
5 find so earnestly, that henceforward be avoided the open plain, 
and availed himself of the skirts of the hDly country on the west 
em back of Bengal Aaly verdy qhaif continued pursaing with 
out ceasing and Rbago-dji having consulted his Generals, it was 
thought proper, as they had lost so many of their men In tlveir 
last engagement, to make the best of tbeir way to their own 
Country, from whence they had received terrible news a few days 
ago Leaving therefore two or three thousand Marhatta horse, and 
SIX or seven thonsand Afghans, under the command of Mir Habib, 
the Marhatta Pnnee departed very roach bumbled by the ill sac 
Cess of his expedition and news were coming one after another 
that he intended to quit Bengal, until at last it was found he had 
really quitted tiie very frontiers of it 

This campaign had an advantageous appeamce The enemy 
had been beaten and expelled but the army Fatigued by sacb 
repeated campaigns, and exceeded with toil in the last, hadgrown 
tired of the war and Aaly vejrdy-qhan perceived that officers as 
w ell as soldiers were equally weary with hlmseU He wanted him 
seif some release from his toiU and wished to enjoy some rest, as 
having a vanety of purposes in view He intended to marry the 
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•sons of his scNcral daughters, and to prepare necessaries for the 
ceremonies He \\ anted to gam the liearts of the soldiery by 
affording them some release He had some refractory Zemindars Aa 
to bring to order Lastl\ , the wish of his heart nas to enjoy the 
nuptials of Seiadj-ed-doula, and Ecram-ed-ddulah, his two darling 
'grandsons 'Vll those objects required his presence in the cit}', to 
which he immediatel) returned , and first of all he applied himself 
to business, and especially to that of quieting the country, and 
affording some relief to the w eaned husbandman He next turned 
his Mews towards rclitting the necessaries of war, and promoting 
his officers according to their merits Dost-mahmed-qhan, that 
ofiicer who had continued to distinguish himself in the late cam- 
paign, and was now rising up to that fa\ our w Inch he enjoyed in its 
height some ) ears after, wms promoted to the command of a brigade, 
and complimented with man) fax ours, as did Mir-cazem-qhan, who 
xx'as also promoted to the command of a brigade , this offieer en- 
jo)ed already tlic title of Bahadyr ox valiant, and had distinguish- 
ed himself eminentl) These txxo officers haxing conceded an 
affection for each other, marched together, attacked together, and 
xvere performing together heroicaf actions in imitation of each 
other Their characters rising daily in the estimation of the public, 
as well as their mutual attachment to each other, they came at last 
to be the most renoxvned Commanders in the Bengal army , and 
it must be acknowledged, that they xvere both officers of inestim- 
able merit ; and that w^henexmr an opportunity offered, they did 
not fail to perform such valorous actions, as acquired them the 
admiration of their brother officers, and the applause of the public, 
in bestoxving xxhich both enemies and friends became unanimous 
We have already mentioned that in the engagement xvith 
Rhago-dji at the Ranie’s reservoir Shimshir-qhan had suffered him 
to escape , and that a little after, indices of defection and treason 
had appeared in the behaviour of two of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s prin- 
cipal Commanders, namely, the Afghans Shimshir-qhan, and 
Serdar-qhan Such a discox^ery could not but impress the Viceroy 
xvith sorrow and inquietude, especially xxuth regard to the latter. 

In the sequel there appeared some further indices, and something 
like a concert betxveen these txx’-o Commanders and the Mathattas. 

So many extraordinary proceedings of theirs xx'-hioh hitherto had 
appeared unaccountable, xvere now ascribed to that cause, in so 


i6 


THE SElft 


much that their master had long ago ceased to repose any con-^ 
fidcncc m them TTie principal of those Indices appeared on the 
following occasion On Rhago-djI's arrival in the environs of 
iMSrshSd-abad, and ev en whilst he was encamped in the Birbohuni, 
the rains A\ere drawing to thejr end and the entrance of the river 
Bagratj becommg forraJdabie, the boats \vhich used to come laden 
^vith provisions had ceased to come directly to the city, and Avere 
^ obliged to land them at Bagvangolah, at sli or seven cosses* dis- 
rjl tance, from whence only they could be brought mer a tract of 
land I and as the road was infested ^vlth perpetual parties of the 
enemy s, the prodsions could not come up, unless escorted by 
Commanders of character and trust. It ^vas for these reasons that 
the Viceroy, who remained at Amany gundj on the southern side 
of the city, appointed the two Afghan ofiBcers to escort the provi 
sloi2S, and to keep the road clear of the enemy’s incursions but 
this precaution did not prevent the provisions and oxen from be 
Ing several times plundered and seized So many miscarriages 
having raised a suspicion in the Viceroy s mind be appointed his 
own nephew Skyd ahmed-qhao to take care of the safety of the 
roads and this service having been effectuaJly performed, the 
former miscarriages recurred to bb mind and wVe attributed to 
a want of fidelity and the suspicions being confirmed by subse 
quent proceedings of theirs tjiat had been hitherto doubtful 
cautions were given to his most trusty Commanders to beware oh 
them, and to be on the w^tch It was conjectured now that the 
neglect of which those two Comm&adcrs were guilty and the an 
dutiful behaviour for which they had been remarkable were 
fomented by connections with Rhago^ji and even some shrewd 
persons affirmed that the hfarhatta had gained over to his party, 
on one hand, Ata-ollah-qhan on promise of bestowing upon hin^ 
the Government of Aiim-abad when It should be conquered and 
on the other, had attached to his interest the tw'O Afghan Com 
manders by a promise of a lac of rupees In money, with the com 
mand of twelve thousand horse if they could manage so as make 
away with Zin-eddln-ahmed-qhan the Governor of the province 
and in case the city of Aiira-abad shfmld be taken by their means 
they were to have two lacs of rupees more, and the Fodjdary of 
Derbanga over and above the command of the twelve thousand 
horse promised. LeUers were passing likewise between the two 
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parties Others, however, were of opinion, that those two men 
being ambitious, and at the head of a great force, had of them- 
-selves conceived aspiring thought^ of dominion, and had applied 
to the Marhatta General for his support. Be it as it may, these 
two Commanders, either because they resigned of themselves the 
service, Or because indices of a malevolent disposition had been 
perceived in their conduct, were both dismissed about the year 
IJ59 

It was in this same year, and at the beginning of the rams, A; 

qh 

that Aaly-verdy-qhan assembled his relations and friends of Azim- tea 
abad, to celebrate the nuptials of his favourite grandsons, Seradj- 
ed-doulah and Ecram-ed-doulah Hadji-ahmed, their paternal Se 
grandfather, had for some particular reasons excused himself, and Ec 
did not come to the feast , but Zm-uddm-ahmed-qhan and Abdol- 
aaly-qhan arrived with their consorts, families, and dependants 
The nuptials were celebrated with the utmost pomp and magni- 
ficence The feast commenced by the nuptials of Ecram-ed-doulah, 
the younger brother The reasoYi was, that Ata-ollah-qhan’s 
daughter, the virgin that had been betrothed to Seradj-ed-doulah, 
had died two or thj;ee years before , and it was intended by marry- 
ing Ecram-ed-doulah first, to another daughter of that nobleman’s, 

J.0 console and oblige Rabiah-begum, their mother, a Princess 
who was niece to Aaly-verdy^qhan, as well as consort to - 
.^ta-ollah-qhan One thousand Qhylaats were bestowed on that 
occasion on the Viceroy’s relations, kinsmen, friends, favourite 
Commanders, and household servants , and two thousand more on 
occasion of Seradj-ed-doulah’s nuptials , nor was any one of those 
below a hundred rupees , and numoers were of a thousand, and 
several more above that sum. Several 'persons of high distinc- 
tion were besides complimented with jewels according to their 
respective rank and station , and for a month together or more 
there was a continual feasting, and a continual series of enter- 
tainments at the palace of Aaly-verdy-qhan, and that of his eldest 
nephew and son-in-law, Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, where all comers 
were received without exception , nor was there a family or 
middling or low m the city that did not partake of the festivity, 
by receiving several times tables of dressed victuals, called m 
India TSrrahs , nor did any one of those TSrrahs cost less than 
twenty-five rupees, and some did cost a great deal more , and 
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tbous&ntk «nd thousands of such prepared TSrraha or cntcrain 
merits were sent all o\er the city to orcry Alussulman t, house 
There is no describing the jllutntnations, fcox dc jojes, and the 
artifiefa/ fires that seemed to have set both heaven and earth m a 
blaie, and to liavc given the inhabitanU of M8rsh8d^had an idea 
of the Garden of Arem (3) It was m this time of public and 
private festivity, that Shyd ahmed qhan_, second nephew and son 
in law to AaJy verdy-qhan, married his owm daughter to Fahr 
cddin hussfijn-qhan, son to Siif-qhan, to whom she had been 
betrothed , and as tltat young nobleman, in consequence of the 
Government and nches hereditary in his own faraify, w’as extreme 
ly wealthy and oppulent, and had made preparatives equal to 
those of Aaly verdy qban himself S&yd ahmed qhan, w ho enjoy 
ed high oSices and dignities, and was nephew to the reigning 
Prince, felt himself fired with emulation in such a manner as not 
to betray the least loferrorriy in hia expense In th/s manner the 
three nuptials were celebrated with equal magnificence and pomp 
5 y one of those accidents that disconcert the best laid schemes 
of men the virgin three days after her being carried by Uie bride 
groom to his home, which day is always dedicated to bathing and 
is called Cbfluty, (4} died suddenly a death that amaxed all the 
world, and was ascribed by many to a variclj of causes the most 
probable of which was tlieu reputed to be an Indigestion Some 
asenbed it to the practices of one of the father s favounte women 
who took umbrage at the profusion of prcaeuls made to the Lnde 
Be it as It will, the bndegroom who if he had acted prudently and 
moderately would in all probability have been complimented with 
another daughter unaccountably gave ivay to his surfplaons and 
resentment, and took It into his bead that tney would make away 
with him likewise and that the tragedy was only at its commence 
meat He quitted MSrshSd abad mthout taking leave from any 
of these illustrious Pnaces mlb whom be had come to contract 
an alliance, and returned to PSraiab a precipitation by which he 
dishonoured his character and family whilst he rendered himself 
ndiculous by such a want of decorum 

(jj VrmOBt gardgittlD Arabia FoeHjc, d qUuy ed bj a flood and IntuKtarfoci, 
a tbooaand jtmn before Mabomet- 

U) From tta bdof tb« foartb dar Tbe antbor pa»ea over tbo 
reason S«b aoideftta are not new In a ttmntiy where they make ncthlos <■ 
•arraodedax delicate gbls of thrtm to fsO stoat nun of thirty 
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But as we haAe so often mentioned Ata-ollah-qhan, the 
reader \\ill not object to our giving here some account of that 
nobleman Ata-olla-qhan was a near relation of Car-taleb-qhan, 
who was himself a cousin-german of Shudjah-qhan, once Viceroy 
of Bengal On Aaly-verdy-qhan’s appointmentto the Government 
of Azim-abad, Ata-ollah-qhan had been invested with the Govern- 
ment of Acbur-nugur-Radjemahl, in which office he remained for 
a length of years, ^vith the grade of six thousand horse, and the 
command of as many effectual ones , he was also decorated with 
the insignia of a fringed Paleky and a kettle-drum, and with the 
titles of Yzaz-ed-doulah-bahadyr-Sabut-djung (5) But we shall 
soon have occasion to mention him again in this history 

After the death of that daughter of his which had been 
betrothed to Seradj-ed-doulah, that young Prince was married to a 
daughter of Mirza-iredj-qhan’s, a nobleman whose history is in 
few words as follows His grandfather, Mustapha-c81y-qhan, was Sor 
Divan or Prime Minister to, and in high favour and trust with, 2°“ 
Aazem-shah, son to Aorengzib , and so long as that Prince made 
his residence at Ahmed-abad, being Viceroy of GSdjrat, he was adj 
after him the principal man in thatkingdom, where he enjoyed the 
highest offices and dignities That nobleman had three sons 
Acbar-c81y-qhan, (father to this Mirza-iredj-qhan) Shah-c81y-qhan, 
and Mirza-mahmed-naky , all three, noblemen of high rank and 
character, and greatly esteemed, especially the two former 
]\lustapha-c81y-qhan dying in Azem-shah's life-time, Shah-c81y- 
qhan, to whom that Prince had bestowed the command of the 
artillery some days before his giving battle to his brother, Bahadyr- 
shah, was found amongst the slam , and his elder brother, Acber- 
c8ly-qhan, who had been appointed Governor of Baghal-p8r, re- 
paired to Bengal, where mindful of the cosequences of a change 
of times, he lived with honor and credit during the whole of 
Feroh-syur’s reign His son, Mirza-iredj-qhan, attached himself 
to the S6yds, and in particular to Hossem-aaly-qhan, the youngest 
of the two, with whom he was united in friendship, as well as 
with Ghaairet-aaly-qhan, cousin-german to Hossein-aaly-qhan, 
w'lth whom he always appeared with splendour at Court On 
the catastrophe that befell the two S6yds he attached himself to 
the famous Ser-b81end-qhan, whom he accompanied into G8djrat, 

(S) The tried in battles, the honoured of the State 
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being in high favour (hat General He parted with liira, 
however, and repaired to Bengal, whore Shudjab-qban, who knew 
all his family, and had a high esteem from them all, took him near 
his person, and always shewed him the utmost regard. He was 
in the battle which Ser e/raz qban gave to Aaly verdy qhan at 
Ghcrlah where lie lost his sod and where be was gnevonsly 
wounded After this, he retired to his house at MSrshSd-abad 
without ever appearing at Court , but Aaly verdy-qlian, who knei\ 
his merit, sent for him, took him in bis service and constantly 
shewed himself fus friend and patron Ho ^vas mneh esteemed 
in that Prince s Court, and had particular connections with him , 
and as that Pnnee was fully appnstd of the eminent character of 
all his ancestors, and he knew all the lustre of his family, he 
proposed to him a matdi between his daughter and Seradj-ed 
dfiulah towhichMirsa iredf-qbaoconsented Afterthcconsumma 
tion of the marriage the Viceroy desirous to raise his new relation 
to dignities and eniploymeots besiowed upon him some of the 
best Goi'ernments in Bengal over and above tbe-command of a 
brigade nod it was this brigade that stood in arms whilst all 
was festivity in M3rsb8d*abad, on account of Senidj*ed d&ulah’s 
wedding , and it was to him that orders were given to keep a 
watchful eye upon the qoartcre of the suspected Afghan Cdrn^ 
manders. The weddings and festivities being over 2in-eddm 
ahnietJ qhan and Abdol.>aaIy-qhaa with their consorts and families 
took their leaves of the Viceroy and (heir noble relations and 
returned to their palaces and offices at Axim^abad But as soon 
as they wrere departed tlio two Afghan Commanders who figured 
amongst the prinapal officers of the army, as being at the bead 
ofaix oraeven thousand horse of their own nation suddenly asked 
and obtained leave to return to Dcrbanga, tbelrnative country 
and hiving received tbeir arrears in full, they set oat for Moogher 
from wjicnoc they crossed over in boats , and two months had 
already elapsed since this departure when Mir-aaly-ashgar kobra, 
who had been sent for by Ata-ollah-qban on the fame of his 
character, made hia appearance at MSrshSd-abad. 

This Alir aaly-ashgar kobra was a Sdyd of the town of Fateh 
pSr-sicri in the provider of Mevat and had been in the service 
of the famous Emlr-qhan, Viceroy of Illah-abad, who was himself 
son to another famous Emir-qhan Viceroy of CabSl His father 



Mir-gholam-ahmed, a very shrewd, and very wary man; was ‘like- 
wise famous for courage and personal prowess. His son, in his 
youth, attached himself to a Dervish or Fakir, that is a Friar, 
who took care to initiate him early into many practices and 
customs used amongst those sort of people , so that he became 
an adept in all their arts, and in all their ways of life , and now 
became himself a proficient, he returned into the world, where he 
endeavoured by spreading the net of saintship and of holiness, to 
acquire power and authority, m fact he catched many a fish, and 
many an idiot, lose into celebrity, and assumed the surname of 
Kobra, that is, the great But he had forged out another surname 
for himself, and this was that of MaassSm-el-arefin a strange 
title, the signification of which we must suppose he well knew 
In his speeches to his idiot hearers, he made use of such a lofty 
style, that they thought him endowed with those celestial gifts 
and graces to which he laid a claim, and which he said had not 
been communicated to the most glorious Prophets and envoys (6) 
But as he had introducted some new laws about what is lawful 
and unlawful, (for instance, he held it unlawful to eathen’s eggs) 
some intelligent person asked why he had made them unla^vful to- 
his disciples? He answered, that he had never said such a thing, 
but only that for his own part he did not eat any. His followers 
had trumped up several strange stories about him , for instance, 
that he once fell into a well, and on his being enquired after,and 
searched for, he was found standing in the air, without touching 
the surface of the water This miracle having been immeadiately 
rumoured abroad, about five or six hundred person flocked to 
his lodgings, professed their belief in him, and had the honour 
to be admitted amongst his disciples In his youth he had asso- 
ciated to himself a learned young man, with whom he used to 
retire into a corner, there to read in his persence, some book of 
grammar and astrology, and having thereby provided himself 
with store of scientific wards in Arabic, he used to retail them to 
his starers-at with a deal of emphasis in his discourses Some 


(6; MaassRm-el-arefin , these words, if they signify any things at all may be 
translated by the expression the Infant of the bnovsing ones, or possibly, the pure 
amongst the inoojmg oies (those that have knowledge) But it may be said, with 
great truth, that the surname being a very odd and very whimsical one, is unintelligi- 
ble to much more able men than the translator 
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persons put questions to him about his kno^\ ledge in the sciences, 
and to these he used to give this answer “ Yes, / havt learned 
tkem all tn the sehsol of ike lifosi -Htgh, tn company viih my 
master's son*s j there did / make my ac^utstUons ’ He alluded to 
the Infused science ^vfalch had been bestowed on the two hand 
some once ( 7) When in company with some new persons, be used 
to mike use of such obscure ambiguous expressions, as made the 
by slanders suspect that he knew more than he would express 
and that he had the gift of seeing Into men’s hearts, and of guess 
ing at their tlioughts. In short, he was a shrewd, artificlous, 
knoudng man, who had found means with some of his disciples 
to be entertained in Emir>qhan 3 bouse, where he had a pension 
After that nobleman 3 death, he had the good luck to be mention 
cd to Ata-ollah-qhan by a certain Verir-qban, an Afghan In his 
service , and that nobleman becoming desirous to see so extraordi 
nary a personage obtained Aal^ verdy-qhan s leave to invite 
him o\er and he sent him a great sum of money desiring him 
to accept it for hxs charges and to repair speedily to Bengal with 
all his people The man on this Invitation assumed all the 
insignia of grandeur as the fringed PaleJgr, and the kettle-drum 
and drawing together six or seven bondred horse, all of them bis 
relations and disciples, besides a great mlltltnde of other people 
that followed on foot he made his appearance In Atlm-abad, with 
a retinue and a pomp that Impressed every one with respect and 
awe It was In the year Eleven Hundred and Sixty Alter 
tarrying tn o or three days in the outsklrt of the city, he contlnned 
his route to M8rsh8d-ibtd In that short stay of his he was 
visited by men of the highest distinction and rank such as Hadji 
ahraed, and Abdol-aaly-qhan who hearing of his fame and struck 
idth his celestial gifts and celestial qualification, flocked to see 
h\m and he returned their visits with a great deal of composure. 

It is an Abdol-aaly-qhan s house that, I the poor man, had an 
opportunity to see him , and there I soon guessed by his actions 
and wor<k what kind of personage he could be But the many 
V isita he bad received from persons of high rank and the singular 
respect with which he was treated, had rendered him so prood 
and assuining, that Zln-addlo-atoned-qhan, who was no less a 

(7) Tb* handwme obo, u tbeif t« 7 tasM haport, it* tod 

bora to Aslj bj Fitemah, the prophet a daofhtsr 
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man than the Governor-General of the Province, and a nephew 
of Aal 3 '--verdy-qhan’s, having not thought it proper to pay him a' 
visit the man took offence, and spoke of it a particular which 
the young Prince mentioned to his uncle in his letters ; whilst on 
the other hand, Hadji-ahmed wrote to his brother in high terms of 
him , and after having said that the Lord Sdyd was this, and 
that, (8) he added, that he was nothing inf erioi to Mustapha-qhan 
Aaly-verdy-qhan’s thoughts were then engrossed by the affairs 
of Oressa, where he found that the vanquished Marhattas, although 
expelled from the frontiers of Bengal, had taken shelter, together 
with many of the dismissed troops of Shimshir-qhan’s and Serdar- 
qhan’s , and as since the departure of AbdoI-res81-qhan, and 
D81obram’s im prison ment, there had not been any person of con- 
sequence and authority in those parts, he resolved to send thither 
Mir -d]aafer-qhan with such a number of troops as the occasion 
required On this principle, he gave the supreme Government of 
the Oressa to his son-in-law, §^yd-ahmed-qhan , but appointed 
Mir-djaafer-qhan to be his Nkib, or deputy in that province, comple- 
menting him at the same time with the two Fodjdaries of MidnipSr 
and Hedjly, over and abdve the office of Paymaster-General, which 
he enjoyed these many years alread)"- This new appointment was 
conferred upon him in a public audience, where he was honoured 
with a rich Qhylaat, an elephant, a horse, a sabre, and a poniard, 
with a serpich, and a Djica of jewels after which ceremony, he 
was complimented with another set of jewels, elephants, and othei 
presents by Skyd-ahmed-qhan, the Gevernor-General, as from 
himself These appoinments being over, that General deputed 
Mir-Ismkil, son to his meternal uncle, to act as his agent at Court, 
and likewise, as his substitute in the Paymaster’s office , and he 
sent a gentleman called Sudjan-smg to govern, as his deputy, m 
the District of Hedjly. After these regulations, Mir-djaafer-qhan 
departed for Catec at the head of seven thousand horse, and 
twelve thousand foot , and in several days, march, he met in the 
territory of MidnipSr, a body of Marhattas and Afghans whom 
he defeated. The Marhattas fled to Djalisser whither they were 
pursued by Mir-djaafer-qhan, who encamped on this side of the 
Kehnasa river, taking up his quarters on its banks , but without 
daring however to cross it, being intimidated by a report of some 


(8) This expression as well as that which follows, is a literal translation 
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nen troops of Mflrhattas T>hich were to come from the Oressa 
In a fen days more another report ran that Djano-dji, son to 
^ Rhago dji, was coming into that province vpith a numerous arm; 

< This intelligence frightened Mir djaafer-qhan He suddenly de 
camped from his post , and without leave from Aaly verdy qhan, 
j ndthout even sending him advice, he marched back, and took 
I shelter in Barde\an and all this ^vlth so much precipitation, that 
‘ DJano-djl's vanguard, that puraned brlskl>, could onl> o\ortake 
some elephants and some baggage of his, In his rear _This young 
Prince was encouraged by MIr-djaafer-qhan s timidity, and hekept 
pursuing him for some time to the surprise of all who knew that 
General to be at the head of sixteen or seventeen thousand men 
Notnilhstandlng such a force he retreated far off, without first 
ascertaining whether he was really inferior , and without having 
pcmousl) tried" the expedient of spears and swords. But Aaly 
verdy qhan who was perfectly informed of the statd of things, 
sedt beforehand \ta ollah-qban to the fugltlv^e’s assistance with 
a body of troops and it was at this coDjnncture that Mir-aa]_> 
ashgar arrived at MSrshSd^abad, However as Ata*oIlah-qban, on 
whose invitation he had come over, was already gone he did not 
think it proper to pay his respects to the Prince^ In that absence 
but taking his route by the outskirts of the city, he went, and 
3olned his patron with what troops he had brought wit h him Ata 
ollah-qhan, who on Veilr qhan 3 narrative, had become a greater 
admirer of Mir aaly-ashgar^s than the Afghan was himself, had 
no sooner beheld the man, and seen the many tricks with which 
he used to entrap the sots than he became enamoured with him , 
and giving him his confidence, he earned, him to Bardevan, where 
Mir djaafer qhan was arriving on his side, Djano dji who had Affr 
habib with him, and a numerous army of Marhrttas and Afghans, 
finding Aaly verdy qhan absent attacked the two Commanders 
and a sharp engagement took place, In which Ata ollah qhan 
distingoishedhiraselfgreatly, butnonesomuchaa the new comer, 
Mir aaly-ashgar-cobra who at the head of tus brigade, composed 
of men of his family or of such as were his disciples, pushed 
lAt» forwards with so much bravery and conduct, as deserved the 
“ encomiums of both friends and foes. But ha was a man of projects 

as well as of herolcal courage and he Inspired his protector with 
such ambitious views, that the latter finding himself at a distance 
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from his master’s sight, and giddy with the fumes of his high con- 
mand, as well as elated Avith the little success he had had against 
the Marhattas, thought himself a man of importance , and he con- 
ceived the project of associating with Mir-djaafer-qhan, and mak- 
ing use of Jiis assistance to entrap and kill Aaly-verdy-qhan, when- 
ever he should come to his support , after which performance he 
intended to assume the Government All this was imparted to 
Mir-djaafer-qhan by the medium of one Mir-mogholy-qhan, a light 
headed foolish man, vho was deeply rooted in that General’s 
confidence , and the latter, in the natural supineness and careless- 
ness of his temper, gave into the scheme, and agreed that after the 
intended revolution, himself should take possession of the Bahar 
. and of Azim-abad , and Ata-ollah-qhan, of Bengal But so many 
practices and paileys could not long remain a secret, and as soon as 
this partition-treaty came to the knowledge of Mir-abdol-aziz and 
of some others of Mir-djaafer-qhan’s friends, it was opposed with 
all their might, and their reasons made such ’a strong impression on 
that General’s mind that he repented of his mischievous scheme 
So that his favourite, Mir-mogholy-qhan, fearing the consequences 
of what he had advised, quitted his service, and fled for his life 
By this time Aaly-verdy-qhan, who had got intelligence of 
the whole matter, was arrived with his army close to his two 
Generals, against whom he was highly incensed Mir-djaafer- 
qhan immediately went to pay his respects, and was sharply 
reprimanded for his behaviour against the Marhattas, and for 
his precipitate retreat ; after which he was dismissed to his quar- 
ters But the General took so much offence at the bitter expres- 
sions made use of on that occasion, that he abstained from going 
to Court As to Ata-ollah-qhan, the Viceroy thought better to 
gam his heart , and by way of complimenting him upon his suc- 
cess, he went to make him a visit, intending also to do him 
honour, by so unusual a condescendence, and to raise the man’s 
character And it was there that Mir-aaly-ashgar-kobra had an 
opportunity of paying his respects to the Viceroy for the first 
time. Here it was observed of Ata-ollah-qhan, that he received 
this visit m an extraordinary manner, that did not become those 
relations of servant and Lord which subsisted between himself 
and his master , so that the Viceroy after some conversation got 
up and retired, highly displeased at what he had seen , but still 
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re5oIved to stiOc Uls resenfment On Ills refurn home, he re 
ceiled a petition from Ata oliah qhan, requesting that Mir-aaly 
ashgar kobra might bo admitted Into the service of His Highness 
at the head of a thousand horse, that shonld serve In Ata olia 
qban's brigade The Viceroy, ivithont betraying irhat he thought 
of the man, contented himself with writing at the bottom of the 
paper these words '* Do you take him In }onr own pay, if you 
“ will , but 1 cannot afford to add any more to your brigade. ’ 
Mir kobra Informed of this answer, took it 111, and wanted to 
quit the army directly , and this discontent affecting his patron, 
the latter took occasion to observe to the Viceroy, that should 
the Lord S6yd come to quit the army, he should bo necessitated 
to quit It himself He was answered T/tat shall heyust as you 
Pleast Ata ollah qhan, to whom Mir kobra had promised as by 
a revelation from above, the possession of Bengal and who bad 
been so simple as to take that promise by way of bond, nnder 
the Inspired Impostor s handwriting, and also so senseless as to 
believe it equally authentic with any revelation in the world no 
sooner heard those words than he quitted the army without 
giving himself one moment of delay he took Mir kobra with 
him, and retired to his house of M8rsb8d-abad At this very 
time one of Mir djaafer qhan s kinsmen having departed this life 
the Viceroy conceiv ed the scheme of regaining that General’s 
affection by paying him a visit under pretence of joining In the 
ritual prayers that were to be prononneed over the deceas^ 
The General elated at finding hlmaeif at the bead of six or seven 
thousand horse, and at being decorated with some of the Insignia 
customary to importance and grandeur, forgot himself so far 
as to omit the usual demonstrations of respect such as advanc 
Ing a groat way out of the tent to receive the Prince at his 
alighting bowing to him in a proper manner addressing him In a 
leapectfcil strain and besides that, he was guilty of some attitude 
and expressions unbecoming an Inferior Aaly verdy-qhan who 
nad already become sensible by the General’s behaviour, of the 
levity and slllyness of his character returned home and under 
pretence of auditing the account of his Government of Hedjiy he 
sent for Sudjan sing, deputy to Mir djaafer-qhan In that district, 
a man whose secrecy was of all necessity to that General 
Mir djaafer-qhan answered That there was no sending 
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for Sudjan-sing unless the Viceroy sent also for his (Mir-diaafer- 
qhan’s) head , and the order remained uncomplied with The 
Viceroy shocked at an answer so extravagant, ordered Seyd- 
mahmed, one of his Yess^ols or Mace-bearers (9), to take some 
men with himself, and to bring Sudjan-sing by force. The Mace- 
bearer, who was a man of a peevish, violent temper, no sooner 
received the order, than he went to Mir-djaafer-qhan’s, and after 
having spoke roughly to him, he laid hold of Sudjan-sing by 
the hand, and brought him to his master. The latter for reasons 
of policy, bestowed the Fodjdary of Hedjly on Sudjan-sing 
himself, for the present, and the Paymaster’s office, on N8r-ollah- 
beg-qhan ; and after having mulcted the General in those two 
lucrative employments, he also broke the Brigade which the 
latter commanded An order of the new Paymaster’s offirt ^aine 
out importing that whoever wanted to be inlisted, miglii - nter 
into Seradj-ed-doulah’s Brigade, or get himself inscribed lu the 
corps immediately paid by the Viceroy’s military c)iest. On the 
publication of this order, the troops of Mir-djaafer-qhan's Brigade 
quitted him to a very few men , and that General finding himself 
alone on a sudden, thought proper to abate much of his high 
notions of himself The fumes of pride that had shot up into 
bis brain, and had obscured his understanding, subsided at once ; 
and confounded as well as humbled, and even ashamed to shew 
his face, he quitted the army, and repaired to M8rsh8d-abad, ' 
where he threw himself into the arms of Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, 
for protection. It was at this very time, I, the poor man, arrived 
from Patna , and as I went often to tliis Prmce’s palace, I had a 
full opportunity of learning all the above particulars 

But to return to the affairs of war, as soon as Aaly-verdy- 
qhan heard that D]ano-dji was come into his neighbourhood with 

(9) The Chopdars ancTSonta-berdars, » e , Staff-bearers, and Bludgeon-bearers, 
were in times of yore a mihtaiy guard, now become purely civil They are servants 
of the better sort, doing duty in the apartments of a palace, or serving as messen- 
gers The former are distinguished by a staff, four or five feet high, upon two or 
three inches in diameter The Sonta-berdar’s cudgel is half that length, upon the 
same diameter, but a little bent at the top Both are plaited in silver and gilt A 
message sent by a Chopdar implies equality, and does honour , sent by a Sonta- 
berdar, it implies compulsion, and may be occasionally enforced , which is what a 
chopdar neither can nor will do A Ycssaol is a Chopdtr, armed These last are 
mostly Moghuls, and foreigners. 
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a numerous army of Marhatta and Afghans, he made Iiaste to 
encounter them , and after a short march, he ga\e them battle, 
when the \alorous of his army falling on the troops of Decan, 
with arrows thirsting after Marhatta blood and with muskets 
\ omiting fire and flames, made them dnnk plentifully of the wine 
of destruction, that flowed in torrents from their inflamed sabres , 
and hanng in this manner intoxicated vast numbers of them, they 
Jit sent them to hell by shoals Djano djl, equally confounded and 
overborne by the heavy bloivs of the Bengal troops, and now 
greatly crestfallen, resolved at last to recover his character, by 
quitting the enemy, and rushing upon the aty of MSrshSd obad, 
which he expected to plunder In part at least but he ivas so 
closely pursued, that he found no opportunity to accomplish his 
design Obliged therefore, to abandon his scheme with loss and 
shame, he took to the road of MidnlpSr, always followed by the 
Bengal army, which he had no stomach to fight, and which did 
not allow him time to take breath The Viceroy findiug that 
the rainy season was at hand, returned to bis capit a), afteif having 
sent repeated orders to his son in law, Nevaxisb mahmed qban 
to banish Mir kobra out of his dominions Tliat nobleman out of 
regard to Ata-oIlab>qban had stayed the execution of the oi^der 
but the Viceroy being now near the city, ivrote a sharp noU to 
his deputy, informing him that he was now sending Rahera-qhan 
to sec the man out of MSrshSd-abad or to bring him out of it by 
force, if the order should have failed of punctual execution Ata 
ollah qhan heanng of the order, and of the character of the per 
SOD dispatched to sec it executed, sent for Mir Lobra, and alter 
making him many presents and giving a large sum of money for 
hifl charges, be expressed his regret and sorrow m a mo«t ex 
traordinary manner, and advised him to depart but what looks 
singular, is that the impostor eVen ih such an awful moment had 
the iropndence to put in his hand a paper under hia seal and hand, 
by which ho promised, as by a particular revelation from Heaven 
that In two years time, he would be raised to the sovereignty of 
Bengal after which he set out for his own country, very much 
humbled by the success of his journey On his being amved 
about Aiim-abad the Governor who had reasons to be dissatisfied 
with hu conduct, sent him word that, as he had in his ^ray to 
Bengal taken his route by the outskirts of the aty, he must take 
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the like circuit to return to. his country Unluckily for him, the 
lake which occupies all the western ground about that city, over- 
flows all the environs in the rainy season , so that there remains 
no other road but through the markets and streets of Azim-abad 
itself The man thunderstruck by that message, fell into the 
whirlpool of amazement and confusion , and he was at a loss 
what to do with himself , when Mehdy-nessar-qhan, taking pity 
of his situation, obtained that he should have leave to take his 
journey through the city But his miseries were not over yet 
Arrived at the river Sohon, he found Pahluvan-sing, the Zemindar, 
who with the Governor’s consent, had come on purpose to stripe 
him The man humbled to the dust by the wretchedness of his 
situation, applied again to Mehdy-nessar-qhan , and by his inter- 
cession, and that of Hadji-ahmed and Abdol-aaly-qhan, he obtain- 
ed an order to the Zemindar to let him pass with safety, and to 
furnish him with boats to cross the river Moreover those two 
,noble persons having asked leave of the Governor, sent jointly 
some of their troopers to see him safe out of the frontiers of the 
province 

Three months were already elapsed since his departure, and 
the season of rain was already over, when Zin-eddm-ahmed-qhan 
conceived the scheme of becoming independent, as had done 
Mustapha-qhan, and of submitting his two brothers to his own 
power and influence In his late journey to M8rsh8d-abad, he had 
cast a prying eye on the power and wealth of his two brothers, 
and on the Court of his uncle , and having reflected on the weak- 
ness of the two former, and on the old age of the latter, he had 
concluded that he would prove an overmatch for both Full of 
this idea, be sent an agent to his uncle at a time when the cold 
season was setting in The old Prince had come out of the city, 
and encamped at Amany-gundj, with intention to chase the Mar- 
hattas that had. nestled themselves in the District of MidnipSr, 

The agent was one Mir-abdol-maaly, who had once been steward The 
to Saadet-qhan, and lived now in Azim-abad, highly respected 
by the Governor The purport of his speech was this “ That 
“ Shimshir-qhan and Serdar-qban," the two dismissed Afghan 
“ Commanders, who on the supposition of their returning to live 
“ retired in their country of Deherbanga, had been suffered to 
“ repair quietly thither, were now inlisting vast numbers of their 
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“own countrymtn, so far from dianussmg those whom they had 
" brought 01 er from Beogaf with tbemuhes That to drfre these 
“ people oat of the province was not without Its difficulty and 
" to snlTer them to fortify themselves m the heart of it, was highly 
" impoliticaJ, and fall of danger That, if His Highness shoold 
" approve of the scheme, he thought that a middling lyay would 
“ be the safest, namely, that of attacliing them to the service 
" For which purpose, he asked leave to retain those two officers 
“mth three thousand of their best horse but that as the 
“ province of Aiim-abad could not afford that additional eipense, 

" he submitted it to his pleasure whether it might not bo expedient 
"to have the pay of those additional troops made disbutsable 
“ by the treasuiy of Bengal ** This message seemed nowelcome 
to the Viceroy , and he appeared displeased with it at first 
Nevertheless, he» admitted the expediency of the scheme as he 
saw some advantages likely to result from it and ho did not 
choose to disoblige his son In law The envoy therefore having 
earned his point, returned to bis master, with a very favourable 
answer to his request And the Governor being now at liberty 
to act, sent three persons of weight to invite the Afghans to take 
service with him These were Aga-azimdi, Taky-c8ly qhaa, and - 
Mahmed-asker-qban now all there deceased , and it was by 
their channel that the whole negotiation was earned forwardj' 
The envoys having gone over to Deherbanga, preferred their 
advantageous proposals to the two Commanders and as these, 
on the other hand, had a mighty design of their own m their 
heads, the proposals were soon accepted and soon reciprocal 
promises were confirmed by tremendons oaths on both sides So 
that at the end of the month of Zilhidj in the year i i6i — A-D 1 747, 
the Afghans ntarched dosvn in great onrobers towards the Ganga 
and encamped over against the city of Aiira-abad, where the 
Governor General s people as well as the citizqns soon mtorroii 
ed with them They were commanded by four chiefs Shlmshir 
qhan , his nephew, Morad shir-qhan and Serdar qhan and 
Baghshy bdSliah These four men protended to bo afraid of 
going to Court, where they apprehended some such fate might 
await them as that which had befallen both Abdol kenm qhan 
and Rosben-qhan in the beguining of the Viceroy's administration, 
as ivoU as that of his nephew’s And as these apprehensions 
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of theirs were not without foundation , and the Governor was 
not without some inquietude about their great numbers, and 
their being close to his capital , he went to make them a visit, 
his view's being to shew how much confidence he reposed in their 
integnty, and how' much he wished to dispel their apprehensions 
by so open a proceeding This intention of his was sudden , 
nor did he impart it to any one ; nor was he accompanied, as 
usual by his guards, or by any other troops, nor even by his 
household He had w’lth him only his younger son, Mirza-mehdy, 
and the poor man’s second brother, Seyd-aaly-qhan, to w'hom the 
Prince had betrothed his daughter He had also Mahmed-asker- 
qhan, his favourite, and getting upon one of those elegant boats 
of tw'enty or thirty oars, called Perendas, (lo) he w'ent to make 
a visit to Shimshir-qhan, whose tent was pitched on the other 
side of the river That officer having descried his noble visitor 
from afar, came out of his tent, and received him at the landing 
place, where he made a profound bow, and presented his Nazur ; 
after which he conducted him to his tent, made him sit in the 
Mesned, and after having made another bow, he went at some 
distance, and remained standing, as one in his service j nor 
w'ould he sit down unless after repeated entreaties, and then 
only at a distance. A moment after M8rad-shir-qhan entered 
with some other officers ; and in a moment the tent was throng- 
ed with Afghans that came to make their bows. M8rad-shir- 
qhan had his sabre in hand, as had all the others, and this was 
no more than conformable to the custom However as soon as he 
was seated, he asked Shimshir-qhan whether he should fall on 
the Governor, immediately. This was in the Peshto language, (i i) 
which is the vernacular tongue ■ of the- Afghans Shimshir-qhan 
without uttering any answer, put his hand into his beard, ^as if 
to scratch himself, and shook his head very hard in token of 
disapprobation and the sign was immediately understood S6yd- 
aaly-qhan, my brother, who was present, told me all these parti- 
culars, on my return from Shah-djehan-abad. As to the Governor, 
he did not observe either the asking leave, or the sign of disap- 
probation , for fate had blinded him thoroughly Shimshir-qhan 

(10) A flying, or a Bird 

(11) This language, although different from the modern Persian, has an affinity 
with the old, and is of the same genus 
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a little after, produced Id compliance wfti the enstom some 
horses and an elephant, for which he entreated hl» acceptance 
The Governor excused himself, and getting up much to hia onn, 
and as he thought, much to their satisfaction he commanded 
the Superintendent of the river to afford the Afghans as many 
boats as they should want, and to faalltatc their passage , after 
tvhfch he returned to his palace Boats were Immediately brought, 
and numbers of AJglians being ferned over, they encamped at 
Djoafer qhan s garden the chiefs passing first ivith their private 
retinues The next day the Governor getting into his Palcky, 
almost alone, and without any other retinue, but two or three 
fiervaots, went oqt of the city to look at them from Nedjm-eddin s 
buildings As soon as he was desened from afar Serdar-qhan 
marched up with his corps and paid him his respects, which 
he did with a deal of cordiality and Indeed, it appeared after 
Nvards, that be was not of the plot, and not so much as pnry to 
iL For that officer being la the sequel on a visit to Sbab isabam 
ined zamm and Sbab rostem aaly openly disclaimed bis know 
vug auythmg of the coaspiracj These were the pnoapal Fakyrs 
Of religioub of those pacta two venerable pdrsonages equally 
siucere and candid and who had also the gift of knowing by 
intuition men s ionermost thoughts. Tbat officer was heard to 
protest of his inncxience, and to say that be knew nothing of the 
action inte nded by those two senseless impudent fellows, (f^r 
such was his expression) meaning thereby Shlrnahir*qhan and 
MSrad sbir-qhan else, added he / voM fuxv* guitted thftr 
cempanyi end alfstatned /ram iktir xoatty Now tt tf out of my 
to pari xsiih them and wtro I to da T/, no man would 
btlttvt me Picreover, my rtfrtat would be ettrxhuted to 
cowardice and (o unworthy motives Out of a principle of honour 
therefore^ and out of regard to tkr name of Afghan which 
they bear in common with me, / am obliged to stand by them , 
but it goes much against ike gram These were Serdar-qhao s 
expressions But f have this anecdote from a person of weight 
ar\d veracity who has asserted that In fact, Serdar^han knew 
nothing of the plot and that this was so far true that the con 
spirators after having finished the Governor General intended 
liewise to foil upon that officer too M upon an inimical man 
.4- r^r^nAr tr, niif ntit nf tlie wav before thev should 
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take possession of the country and Government Be it as it will, 
at the end of the ten holy days of Muharrem, being the begin- 
ning of the year 1 16 1, the conspirators resolved to go to the 
Governor’s palace, at a time when they knew that Mehdi-nessar- 
qhan, uncle to the poor man, an officer extremely trusted by the 
Governor-General, and sincerely attached to his person, was to 
repair to Seress and Cootombah, to bring to order the Zemindar 
of that country And as most of the principal Commanders, like 
Qhadum-hassen-qhan and Ahmed-qhan-coreishy, and some other 
men of note, together with Radja Sunder-smg, Zemmder of Ticary, 
were under orders to attend him in that expedition, they were 
all absent from Court , and by a strange fatality, even those that 
might have attended, could not go thither, as the Governor to 
shew his through confidence in the Afghans, and his intire 
freedom from any designs that might give them umbrage, had 
sent the preceding day a Circular Order throughout the city, that 
no officer,' no soldier, and no military man, should attend on 
the day appointed to receive the obeysance of the Afghans a 
strange order indeed, so* contrary to order, so opposite to the 
ordinary rules of decence, and which had never been issued, had 
not the unfortunate man been actually under the impulse of an 
inevitable destiny, that had blinded his understanding, and made 
him give precise orders for the very measures which were to 
operate his ruin For so far was he from—bemg deficient m 
intellects, that it may be said that having taken his uncle for his 
model and pattern, he had added that accession keenness and 
judgment to his own stock of good sense and penetration , in 
so much that he seemed to have gone in those two qualities some 
degrees even beyond his prototype. It was myself absent at 
this very conjuncture, having been for a length of time abroad 
to pay my respects to my glorious father, who had received from 
Ghazy-eddm-qhan, (son to Nizam-el-mulk) the Government of 
Berheily and of some other neighbouring districts, that were of 
his Djaghir , and as he was not there I advanced two or three 
stages farther , when by one of those singpilar events, that seem 
unaccountable to-day, I heard a voice which mentioned that Zm- 
eddin-ahmed-qhan had been killed by Shimshir-qhan I was 
alone It was noon-day , nor could I discover any speaker either 
far or near , and this happened the very day he was killed But 
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the day after, as some n-oanded men whom / know to belong 
the Superintendent of BodjpSr, chanced to edtne to Merll abtjt 
GhatipSr, I heard them say posftlvelj that the nnfortanatc Go^ 
ernop ^vas killed, and that the Fodjdar of Shah abad had bed 
plundered b} the Zemindars of those parts, who did not fail t 
avail themselves of the confusion that followed that nobleman 
death to- commit their accustomed disorders This event hap 

pened In the following manner 

Sfilmshir qhan and Sordcr-^han one day before the intend 
ed one, came with their people and paid their obcv^ncc to the 
Governor b} whom they were dismissed each withaStrfoj 
Paezn (la) according to custom The second day, which ^vas 
the day appointed, the Go>eraor early in the morning went find 
seated himself in the Chchel sStSn, (i^) a building for which he 
had a predilection it being founded and built b^ himself He had 
with him Mahmed asker-qhan, one of his favoorites, who had 
been so usefo! In the negotiation with the Afghans he had also 
Mir morteza and Mir beder cl-dehy together \rith MSrl^dur the 
head spy, and Ramzani the keeper of his arm ofBce a man nho 
had been originally a boteber There \vas also one Sytaram 
Comptroller of the light train of artillery, and agent to Qhadnm 
bassen-qhan All these were seated and numbers of mace bearers 
and menial servants and footmen, were standing with the Gov 
emor s slave boys All these stood facing their master, as usual 
and were there only likewise to augment the pomp of the solemn 
ity There were some others and snch were Mir abdoUah of 
the Royal race of the Seffies who >va5 one of the principal per 
sons of Anm absd and enjoyed a small portion of land heredl 
taty In his family by way of Altumgha and Shah Bendeghy, 
one of the principal Religious of the dty, whoresided in Pjaafer 
qhan s garden, and had In his duelling an impression of the holy 

(la) Tht 1 » compowd of two or thro* loarei of Uitt sromatB called 
by the Mtirw, and Beetle by fbe EogUab aome Gi« or Catchon and aenw fralof 
of lUcK pf Carfamoma, wftb a UttJe St^Urr or Beotleiint, and little Ckw or 
abolWlme i the rboJo folded op Id • bit of tboae X0U cr PUoUln learea, that ara 
o£ a UtoIx grew, and faa abiidng as Safin so u ta form a made fast with 

■ or dore as witb a pim Scr rrwari, aS# Sartia* 

(i3>TbeM wordi which txgitilj fortf eolnmna, dailgo a bdldlof of atone that 
atiU, and of which the BngHah hareaoTefaJtimfcj made a port In tidr eerml 
wara. It b open On all tides, aod wpportad by forty colnmoa- 
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foot (14). There were two or three persons more of that dis- 
tinction, and two or three more that had come to pay their re- 
spects , for in^nce J\lahiab-rdy, a Cahtry' son, who bad 
been bred by Mahmed-asker-qhan, and was now attending his 
benefactor He was sitting behind the Governor, and close to him, 
but unarmed like all the olheis,, nor had any one of them a sabre 
in his hand, although it is so customary , and some had not even 
a poniard, although it is always worn as a part of a full dress ; 
and this was the case with Mahmed-asker-qhan, Mir-m8rteza, 
Mir-beder-el-dehy, and MSrIydur, nor had one of them even a * 
cattary in their girdles (16) Only Ramzani held in its scab- 
bard according to custom, his master’s long sword , (17) and he _ 
was standing behind him Radja-Ram-nardin with some MStusud- 
dies or Penmen, belonging to the Accomptant-office, was in 
a room apart, about the Moonshy-qhana or Secretary’s office. 
At forty or fifty yards from the Chehel-s8t8n, towards the east, 
in face of the Governor’s, but at 'a distance from him, stood 
Yn^iet-bhky-djan, who had been in times of yore steward to my 
father of glorious memory, and held actually the like office in the 
Governor’s household. And now the Afghans drawing near, 
Backshy-bo 81 iah came in first, with about a thousand men, who 
had their muskets loaded and primed, and their matches liglited. 
He with his people made a profound bow from a great distance, 
according to custom, and then bidding them range themselves on 


(14) The Prophet’s foot There are many such impressions m India, being the 
places where the Prophet has appeared to some one, whether in a dream or by day, 
or where^an impression of his foot has beeir brought from Medina , and all these 

^places have an oratory and several buildings adjoining 

(15) The Cahtnes are in dignity the second race or tribe in India, the Brahmans 
or Levites being the firsts The RadjpSts or military tribe, &c , are themselves re- 
puted Cahtnes, and both are handsomely featured 

(16) The Cattary is a poniard peculiar to India, and made in such a manner 
that the handle looks like a hilt whose two branches extend along the arm, so as to - 
shelter both the hand and part of the arm Every stroke of it is mortal , for the 
blade which is very thick, and cutting on both sides upon a breadth of three inches 
at the hilt, ends in a solid point of one inch more or less in diameter, so as to be 
incapable of binding, or of being stopped by anything, save a cuirass The blade 
may be a foot and quart in length, and with the hilt, two feet, or two and-a-half 

(17) This long sword, called D-h8p, has been already explained, as being about 
four feet long, and held upnght in the scabbard, as a walking cane It has been a 
mark of Sovereignty , and it is even now of high command 
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one side Close 10 '““- ”DDro3/.i,^ , ' ®«d maH* u ^ > 

advanced n=a«r, bT' a 

bow, after which he a<,»®y t “ndred'A/'^L "Telch'^ 
sented his Nuzur and^^ ^ghanj armed anj 

MSrad shir qban idth five\ *^overed iv/tfa ^jecootr 

ed at all points as well a2° ^ ^^^'oaeives on (/jg 

They all bowed from afar, and rangS* ‘’P* whf/st Mfirajj 
bide of the yard, fronting the forraei* trt> vVrpjijuished 
qhan moving forwards with a few of the most afet 
of his crops, made his bow, and presented bis Nuxar 
in the most respectful manner after which he stood over against ' 
the Governor and mentioned the names of those whose Numrs 
had been just received Whilst he was speaking the Governor 
General asked where was Shimshir qhan and he was answered 
both by the speaker, and by some harcarrabs and messengers, that 
he was coming, as they had seen him mounted , and that he would 
be here In a little while At this moment Slum8hir>qhao himself 
was arrived at the CStval s ChabStrah or tribnnal where getting 
into his Paleky be was surrounded by his Afghans who could not 
be less than three or four thousand men, and had all dismounted, 
mardang on foot with a slow composed pace, but all armed and 
ready at all points Their numbers were such, that the main 
street as far as the castle gate and eastern city gate, was filled 
^\'ith these raiscieanls Shimshu-qban s amval being announced 
MSrad shir qhan dismissed this people out of the Chehel sStSn, 
to make room for others On heapng these words they approach 
ed ihe Governor m crowds, and were receiving each their Biry 
of dismission, (i8) until it came to be one Abdol reshid-qhan’s 
turn to receive It Ai it had been agreed amongst them, that 
this man should give the first blow, his hand happened to tremble, 
and his Btry of Paan fell lo the ground The Governor smiled 
at the accident, and mildly said, I suppose this Paan was not in 
your destiny but here is another Upon which be stopped to 
look at the Paan-dan or plate containing the Bines of Pann 
and whilst he was taking another, that wretched drawing his 
cattary made at the unfortunate mans side but as his hand 
was shaking the blow had no effect. At sight of this Mahraed 


(l8) A man woald think blmmU la dlifu^a, or at kaat aDitotd, i! on a fint 
tIiH, ha chanced to h* dJimlcyed wHhoat a B\rj bdaf pot la hU hand 
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asker-qhan, who sat close to the Governor, screamed out Traitor ^ 
What treason is this ^ And meanwhile the Governor raising his 
head to see what was the matter, and putting his hand to a sabre 
that was before him, as is customary, the wretched had time to 
draw his own sabre, and to give him such a violent blow, as cleft 
him from the shoulder down to the stomach, cutting down as far 
as the navel Instantly the Prince fell dead on the pillow at his 
back After this, the wretched or some one like himself, cut the 
Prince’s head as well as his right foot, and* lodged them in his 
cleft stomach ; doubtless thinking he was doing some fine action, 
or more probably, he was persuaded that this would operate 
like a charm upon his uncle and relations, and prevent their 
ever taking their levenge on him Mir-m8rteza hearing the 
tumult, and thinking the Prince only wounded, ran to him and 
covered him with his body , but he was hacked to pieces in an 
instant Mahmed-asker-qhan laid hold of the Prince’s sabre, (19) 
and after having defended himself sometime, was cut down 
Mahtab-ray having received a wound that left his side quite open, 
seated himself down, and taking the head of his murdered patron 
on his lap, he expired in that posture Padeshah-nevaz-qhan, a 
Mansubdar, and a nobleman of great rank, who had been a man 
of great consequence and power in Fahqr-eddoulah’s Govern- 
ment, and wag now commencing an acquaintance with the Gov- 
ei'nor, having just got up in this tumult, was immediately dis- 
patched by those ruffians. Ramzany, the Daroga or Superinten- 
dent, who with the long sword of his master’s in his hand stood 
over against him, unsheathed it instantly , and being joined by 
Sitaram, the clerk, who took up another sword, they both rush- 
ed amongst thousands of Afghans, and after having fought with 
a strength and fidelity that did them honour, they both fell to- 
gether, and together departed for the other world, where they, 
arrived with a rosy face, and a glorious countenance MSrlidur, 
and Mir-beder-el-dehy, with both their hands wounded, found 
means to escape from that scene of slaughter and confusion 

Ram-nardin, and some Other penmen, after having been stripped 

-- - . — - » - 

(ig) Besides the D-h8p, or long broad sword, carried by some men of conse- 
quence bolt upright, it IS customary, when the Pnnce or Navaab is sitting upon the 
Mesned to lay upon that very Mesned another sabre and this is alwa3"s a bent one 
like a Persian sabre, 
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to the skio, were suffered to depart, some wounded, some not 
Mir-abdoUah himself could not escape the hands of those mnrder 
ers, but after having parted with bis Cattar/, his Camur-bund 
or girdle and his Shawl, which he threw amongst them Shah 
bendeghy was killed on the apbt , the rest fled every one as his 
mind could prompt him TTie doorkeepers of the Seraglio see 
mg how matters went, quitted their stations, and fled e very one 
to their own homes S6yd-aaly-qhan, my youngest brother, who 
was then m the librar) and getting ready with his masters and 
teachers to wait on the Governor who had sent for him, hearing 
the tnmult and screams, was at a loss what to do with himself 
His masters threw him into the women s apartment, and dispers 
ed immediately In such a scene of confusion and dismay, Amina 
b^nrd, daughter of Aaly verdy qhan and consort to the murder 
ed Prince, bad the presence of mind to order the gates of the 
Zenana or women’s apartment to be shut np and getting S^yd 
aaly qhan upon the terrace of the building which uas cootignoos 
to Shahamet'djungs houfre, she bade him provide for himself 
jost as he conld but by oil means to find his way to the honse 
of his ancle Abdoi>aaIy qhan and unfortunately it happened that 
Abdol<aaly>qbaa himself was gone on a visit to Sheh-abdol ros 
aSl belgrami, an ancient Commander of character who had served 
with honour under Ser bSIend-qhan, and who haidng taken his 
leave from Aaly verdy qhan, was now returning to his own coun 
try By a particalar prorideoce this gallant Oita on passing by, 
spied a boy with a turbont of cloth of gold upon his head, who 
was stanrig In the street, and seemed much at a loss what to do 
with himself He stopped short, and having recollected who he 
was, he was moved with pity and throwing aivay the boy shouy 
turbant, ho put upon him some old clothes with an old dirty 
blanket, and in that condition he look him aloug the water side 
and earned him to Abdol aaly-qhan e house an action by which 
he rendered an important service to the boy s father and mother, 
as well as to all his relations 

Sbimshir qhan after having tamed awhile in that spot, sent 
order to Haiit-tjhan to brrag Hadjl-ahmed father to the murder 
ed Prince That officer had already been sent to him as if upon 
a visit , and be was there when the order came The Hadji on 
bearing of the order was confoonded and thunderstruck but 
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the same time, and whilst people were hi daily expectation of 
that Prince's arnval, Aaly mahraed roMlla, another Afghan, had 
quitted Serhend where he commanded and cutting his way 
through Soharen p8r, he had come to BerhdUy, where he had 
put ev'erythiDg in combuition So that all India being now in 
arms, and every part o/ it full of Afghans, not a day passed, but 
the inhabitants of Aztm-abad had Iheir attention roused, and their 
fears aw-akened 6\e or six times a day by the sound of the Nagara 
o;’ kettle drum , and on inquiry it was alw'ays found that this was 
occasioned by some Afghan Commander who was coming to 
Shimahir-qhan s assistance with so many men 

During all this time the dty was a prey to all the horrors 
of sack and plunder That General s people as well as those of 
Bacahy bSSliah i being restrained by no discipline, nor over 
awed by any constraint spread tbronghoot every quarter of that 
unfortunate aty where not a day passed w'ltbout some bouses 
undergoing all the horrors of violence and defilement Dis- 
bonounng whole families became familiar and few houses, and 
few person did escape the defiling hands of an unbridled sol 
dlery, and the infamous practices of that nation of miscreants 
But let as draw a >eil upon all those infamies, and let us look 
out for Abdol-aaly-qhan to Whose house we have carried his 
nephew then a boy Thatofficers after having thought it expedient 
to pass the whole day in Sheb-abdol ressSI’s bouse ^ras now (and 
It \vas night) retinng to his own lodgings on the water side, 
where he had ready number of boats for his baggage together 
with one of those commodious vessels, called Badjaras for his 
own person and family All these were manned and ready and 
the head boatman advised andJntreated him to avail lumseif of 
the nigbt to get in the boats with hif family and effects promising 
that "before the enemy could know preasely where he might be 
' he could carry him to thirty cosses distance, where he would not 
" be overtaken, and where he might take what resolution he should 
" judge proper ' He added ‘ that the afy resembhng now a place 
" taken by assault and given up to sack and plunder, the Afghans 
"were not thoroughly acknowledged In it, yet And really this 
was the best resolution that could be taken but Fate had deter 
mined it otherwise Nor is it uncommon to see every day people 
who overwhelmed by the force of their destiny neglect the most 
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obvious means, in ordertoaddict themselvesto far-fetched schemes 
and whimseys, and to expose themselves to mighty dangers, which 
it was in their power to have escaped In one word, he^choSe to 
stay at home. After a few days, M8rad-shir-qhan having been 
appointed Superintendent of the city, sent Abdol-aaly-qhan word, 
that he wanted to see him That Commander on receiving the 
order, got in to his Palkey immediately with his usual train, that is, 
with a number of horsemen, mace-bearers, soldiers and servants 
of all sorts, that preceded and followed him at all times, and being 
arrived at the Afghan’s lodgings,, the soldiers of the guard desired 
him to leave his people and arms at the gate, and to go in only 
’With two or three servants, unarmed The officer concluding that 
had any ill usage been intended for him, he had not been sent for 
by a single messenger, complied with the request, and went in on 
foot; and that wretched of Afghan, no sooner saw him, than 
without paying any attention to his high rank, he gave his arms 
and things to be plundered by his soldiers, and then sent him 
only with two or three servants to Shimshir-qhan, in a Palkey 
of his-^ This General hearing of this affair, got up just as he 
.id running bare-footed out of his tent, he expressed the 
^ ^.eatest concern at what had happened, and asked repeatedly 
. 'pardon for the mistake Sending at the same time for his Palkey, 

Jie requested his making Use of it, and dismissed him to his home 
with every demonstration of honour and regard, appointing a 
guard of a few men to see that no insult should be offered to his 
dwelling or person Sometime after he was obliged to alter his 
conduct , and hearing that his people vented their resentment in 
bitter reproaches, and likewise that Aaly-verdy-qhan was coming, 
he sent for him again, and got him confined in a tent close to his « 
own. At last importuned by M8rad-shir-qhan, and by Mustapha- 
qhan’s son, he gave orders for his execution. Abdol-aaly-qhan 
was put in a boat, which was rowed to the other side of the river , 
and the satellites were going to put their order m execution, when 
that officer with his companion, S6yd-nevaz-qhan, being informed 
of their intention, requested just time enough to purify himself 
by a legal ablution, and to offer a short prayer, after which he 
would submit to their pleasure , but whilst they were performing 
their prayers, a controrder arrived, and they were carried back. 

A religious person of great weight, named Shah Sadyc, was the 

S. M. VOL. II,— 6 



>1 HE SfilR 


cause of the contrordcr He became suret> for Abdol-aaly qhan^k 
peaceable behaviour, and he carried him to his home that very) 
day , but Itw’asundercondltlon, that should Aaly verdy^haucome 
the prisoner would keep himself quiet, without offering in either! 
action or word any Injury to the present Government As to: 
Mehdy nessar-qhan, my other uncle, he was In Seress Cotombahl 
a district where by his master s order he had been expelling thj 
Zemindar from his lands , but as soon as the new's of the Governor 
General s death became public the Zemindar came back with his 
people, and attacked him l^hdy nessar-qhan vnth the few 
people that remained with him and the money he had collected, 
made his retreat good to Rhotas where Aaly-qhan the Governor 
received him as his guest with every demonstration of honour 
and regard and lodged him In the fortress As for the poor man s 
house that is my mother s house IthankGod that it was presen ed 
from disgrace and plunder and It was In the following manner ' 
The first day It \vts presen ed by the presence of an Afghan officer 
who had served under the poor man s father and who that day 
abandoned the out houses but saved the audience hall with the 
women s apartment The second day It was secured bv a guard 
sent by Bahtaver qhan another Afghan Commander, whohadvlong 
been in ray father s service and in whose presence my father had 
tom several bonds of his to the amount often or twelve thousand 
Rupees Bahtaver qhan, who was a man of authority, and of 
great credit with Shlrashlr-qhan requested that General to bestow 
our house upon him as his share of the plunder He at the same 
time expressed the great obligations he had received from ray 
father and also the many important favours likewise which he 
^ had conferred on Sheh mahmed selab the Lacnovian and on 
Caly-qban the Belminian two Commanders of character Bahta 
ver-qhan In requesting Seyd hedidet-aaly-qhan s house to be 
spared had once threatened to part with Shimshlr-qhan and to 
give advice to the Governor of the conspiracy His request W’as 
cotnpbed with and as Shimshlr-qhan God knows for what 
reason had the highest regard for that officer he promised him 
whatever ho had asked After the revolution the three officers 
above took their quarters in the audience hall from whence they 
used to repair to the Derhar or Court of Sfumshir qhan an^ 
whenever they heard that any Commander was marching towards 
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our lodgings, they would assemble their people, whose number 
could not amount to less than two or three thousand men, and 
would prepare for an engagement , and it was by such methods 
as these that it pleased God in those days of confusion, plunder, 
and insubordination, to preserve that spot from the most imminent 
danger of pollution and infamy 

All this while the body of the Governor had remained un- 
attended to At last, however, after two whole days, it was taken 
up by S6yd-mahmed the Isfahmian, father-in-law to Mir-h^ider- 
aaly, Cutval of the city, and son-m-law to the late Mirza-darab 
Seyd-mahmed on the intreaties of Mir-haider-aaly, brought the 
body to his house, where he performed the religious rites over it, 
and wrapping it in. a winding sheet of great value( 2 i) which he 
had brought from Kerbela for himself, he committed it to the earth 
in that particular spot, that goes by the name of Hkibet-djung’s 
Monument, and which the deceased had bought for that very 
purpose in that quarter of the city, called Begum-p8ra. v 

Whilst that unfortunate city was in pray to all the atrocities 
that can be expected from the rage of an unbridled soldiery, 
a report spread that Aaly-verdy-qhan was advancing on his way 
to Azim-abad at the head of an army Shimshir-qhan, therefore, 
and that abominable wretch, M8rad-shir-qhan made haste to 
secure, the family of the murdered Prince With an impudence of 
mind, and an unfeelingness of temper, hardly to be paralleled 
throughout all the annals of Hindostan, those impudent wretches 
where not ashamed to send open carriages to bring to camp Zm- 
eddin-ahmed-qhan’s consort and daughters, with Mirza-mehdi, his 
youngest son, then a boy, and without a veil, without a curtain, 
with not even a blanket thrown over them to intercept the sfght 
of so many by-standers, those illustrious, those high-born persons 
were huddled together in those indecent carriages; and as if 
there had not been at hand so many by-ways to answer the same 
purpose, they were moreover carried along the high street and 

through the mam market, to the great indignation of those crowds 



(21) That IS a sheet of fine hnen, that has been rubbed to Hossem’s Monument 
at Kerbala, and is inscribed all over with passages of the Coran, or even with the 
whole Coran in characters made with moistened Sandal-dust , and strange as it 
may seem, the Shyahs, both men and women, commit even comes to get at those 
passports Look at the remark lag, Section loth. 
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of honest folks, ^ho thought it unlaw'fol to raise their cyes-open 
upon such a forbidden spectacle and loaded the authors of so 
much defilement ndtb corses and execrations. Even the Afghans 
themselves joined in the general detestation In a little time, 
the short Ihed authority of those miscreants came to an end , and 
the perpetrators of so much Infamy felt the force of universal 
detestation, in the manner ^blch this history shall certify, and 
^hich was no more than what they deserved 

The two chiefs by spreading e>er)rwhere the money they 
had found in abundance, had bronght together abbot forty thousand 
horse In thq city, and nearly as many foot, mostly of their oum 
nation They took with them that numerous train of artillery which 
they had found ready at their hands, and they marched out to 
oppose Aaly ^erdy-q Kan The latter was In the middle of winter 
encamped at Amany gunj, in the outskirts of the city of MSrshSd 
abad tooppose Mir hablb s inroads, and Djano-djl s ravages when 
news came of that mighty event, of that heavy misfortune, that 
deprived him of a son In law, who was the eye and fiambeau of 
his family, as well as the unquestionable delight of his heart a 
son whom ho compared to himself, whether in the arts of govern - 
ment or in those of the field He had likewise lost his brother 
and bis daughter and grandson were kept in an unworthy con 
finement On the other hand he reflected likewise that the same 
revolution had deprived him of the province of Ajim-abad that Is, 
of a full half of his dominions that it bad passed to the bands 
of an enemy and that mosj of bis own troops were of the same 
nation with that enemy Ail these misfortunes crowding at once 
upon his mind made a deep impression on it but he did not lose 
his wonted firmness nor ever betrajed any appearance of fear or 
perturbation or ever abated anything from his usual gravity, or 
the confidence and majesty of his deportment The next day he 
ordered a general assembly of bis fnends as well as of his Mill 
tary officers, high or low When ho saw them assembled and 
seated he informed them of what had happened, and then delivered 
himself in these words GentUmtK a stone has struck me and 
struck rue very hard A son of rntne a very able and xtoriky 
son has been murdered My brother has pernshed in the torment 
My chsldren and grand-chsldrtn are now prisoners and are 
turned in to so many objects of contempt and contumely After 
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such a Jlow of misfortunes life is become unpalatable to me and 
tmpropci to my cif cumstances Nor do / know any other lemedy 
to my wocsy than that of killing or being killed Now aftei such 
a declaration on my part, I ask what are your own sentiments ? 
I speak to you all , and amongst so many friends, and so many 
field companions, now present, who is willing amongst you to 
become my assistant, and my associate in this pe> ilous aff an ? 
This speech uttered with a tone of voice, and a cast of features, 
impressed by a sense of deep-felt woe, made the strongest effect 
on that numerous assembly They answered in one general con- 
fused murmur that they were all his servants , all beholden for 
their well-being to him , all ready to obey his commands, and all 
ready to follow him. On hearing these words, he paused awhile, 
and then added As your set vices have these many years acquired 
incredible i ights upo'n my gratitude, / declare to you that, who- 
ever shall please to become my man, my fellow soldier and suc- 
courer tn this ajfair, 1, on my sides, shall become Ins man, and 
his fellow soldici , leady to part with my life or fortune tnhis 
cause Eithet of these will be common between us , and as to those 
that may be disinclined from so laborious an undet taking, I 
have no objections to their retuing to their homes Nor do I see 
why it should follow, that because I have myself prefei red death 
to such a life, they also should prefer death to then own con- 
veniency. These words having again produced a murmur of 
approbation, and several voices speaking together, on the murmurs 
subsiding, an officer advanced to the Mesned, and answered in 
these words for all the rest There is no doubt but every one of 
us, your servants, has been benefited by his attqchment to your 
Highness We have every one of us experienced your favours, and 
received a variety of obligation from your family , and now we 
have no other intention than that op repaying you by shedding 
our blood in your cause March them, and tve follow. Soldieis 
and friends, replied the Viceroy, If ye are true to your words, and 
sincere in your protestations, do confirm your oaths by the ties of 
religion, that they may acquire a greater solidity, and become the 
more binding At these words a Coran was produced, and every 
one getting up, swore upon it to the truth of his word, and the 
fidelity of his promise , As soon as the assembly had taken their 
seats again, the Pnnce addressed them again . Gentlemen, said 
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he / am a debtor to every one of you and the arrears of your 
pay ts a debt which / must by all means discharge but you see 
the times please to take patience and allow me time to liquidate 
the whole gradually For do not believes I shall be sparing of 
my money with men that are not sparing of their blood The 
asaembly consented unanimously, and promised to be all of one 
heart and one mind in his service 

This affair being ended to hu satisfaction, he tnmed his view 
towards raising the necessary money and he obtained Immense 
sums from his son in la\V| Nevaxish mahmed qban, and not a little 
from his own daughter, Blbi Gbahasslty, consort to that deputy 
He also got mighty sums from Djagat seat, and fr om the banker* 
and other money lenders as well as from the principal persons 
of hi8 Court All these sums being immediately paid to the 
troops there sUU remained bal inces due them But whilst these 
arrangements were taking, the city was in danger The Mar 
hattas were in full view and had raised a great tumult and as 
tbeir manner of w'agiog war is extremely troublesome and im 
portune, and they never tariy at one place but conduct their 
business chiefly by repeated skirmishes and repeated retreats 
the Viceroy became aneasy at what might happen m bis absence 
and he resolved to remain encamped and to sec nre the until 
the preparatives for his intended expedition might be fully com 
pleted Meanwhile be sent hissoninlaw, 5iyd>ahmed-qhan, 
to B^vangola with order* to secure the roads m those parts 
m such a manner as that the daily convoys of provisions from 
thence should not meet with any obstruction from the ftfarhattas, 
nor the enemy suffered to occasion a dearth in the dty He like 
wise published, that at present his business was ivith the Af 
“ ghans, a species of foes from whom he could not divert his 
"attention to any other object and against whom he most march 
“of all necessity TTiat meanwhile the Marbattas would be left In 
‘ the heart of Bengal, an army of freebooters that would ravage 
" Lhe country mthout controul bat against whom at present he 
" could not insure the safety of the inhabitants That rt was 
" proper, therefore, that every one should provide for his own 
‘ safety, by retiring to some sure retreat As soon as these words 
of his became pubbe, every one of those that could afford it retired 
to the other side that is to the northern side of the Ganga , 
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and the multitude, that could not afford to quit their homes, 
recommended themselves to God, and remained in the city. 
Aaly-verdy-qhan’s mind being now made easy on that head, he 
applied It so vigorously to the preparatives of his future campaign, 
and he gained the affection of the soldiers so effectually by a 
variety of favours, and by the affabilit) of his deportment that 
about the end of the second Reby, in the year ii6i, A D 1749, 
he was enabled to take the field, with fourteen or fifteen thousand 
horse, and eight thousand foot, at the head of which he display- 
ed his glorious standards towards the city of Azim-abad From 
Amany-gundj he went to Chapkideh, which is a village at three 
cosses from M8rsh8d-abad, towards the west He left his son- 
in-law, Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, to take care of the city in con- 
junction with Ata-ollah-qhan, under whose orders he put a body 
of five or SIX thousand men, commanded by Mir-djaafer-qhan , 
and as this officer had been for several years past Paymaster- 
General of the fojces, an office which he had lost, and which had 
been bestowed on N8r-ollah-beg-qhan, the office in question was 
restored to him with a view to gain that General’s heait, and 
to shew a regard to Nevazish-mahmed-qhan’s intercession. And 
as it was expected that the army on its march, would be followed 
and harassed by the flying parties of the Marhattas, and proba- 
bly would suffer from a dearth, if not from a scarcity of provisions, 
it was recommended to the most eminent grain merchants that 
followed the army, and to all those that could afford the precau- 
tion, to lay in a store of provisions, and to accompany the army 
in their boats laden with stores In short, after taking every 
precaution, and providing against every probable accident, he 
displayed the standards of good luck, and quitting Chapkideh, 
he resolved to march against the enemy 

As soon as this intelligence w'as conveyed to the Marhattas, 
they guessed his intention , and being resolved on their side to 
support the Afghans at any rate, they gave up their w’onted 
custom of warfare , and abandoning their schemes of plundering 
the city of M8rsh8d-abad, they took to a mountainous country on 
the left of the victorious army, and marched incessantly under 
cover The Bengal army on its march received some assistance 
' from S6if-qhan, who possessed the Fodjdary of PSraniah from a 
long series of years That nobleman having heard of Aaly-verdy- 
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qhan’s expediUon, sent to hia assistance Sheh din mahmed, son 
to Sheb-mudjahod a chief Commander in Ills genrice, at the head 
of fifteen hundred rausqueteers excusing himself at the same 
lime on pretence of sickness from trailing upon him In person 
TTie officer having crossed the Ganga at Carangola attempted to 
join Aaiy verdy-qhan, \rho he heard would stay two or three 
days at Mongher and he was already arrived at Soltan-gundj 
idoby upon by the Marhattas nho henring of his small 

r numbers sent a detachrarnl to overtake him TTie man without 
being dismayed, stood his ground the whole day after having 
dispatched a swift horseman to give advice to Aaly verdy-qhan 
of his situation This Prince althongh averse from dividing his 
army, sent the four sons of Omer qhan with a body of troops to 
succour bim , but before the detachment could arnve the Mar 
hattas, at sunset had already retired to their camp as is their 
custom So that Om mahamed availed himself of this retreat, and 
of the darkness of the oight to march without discontinnatiou, 
until at day break he met the detachment, with which he marched 
on leisurely so as to reach the army betimes The next day 
be paid his respects to Aaly verdy qhan who loaded him with 
carcases encomiums. The officer In relating his engagement 
with the Marhattas raentioneJ that having spent ail the powder 
be had received from his master be requested a supply from the 
array’s stores, lest he might he found destitute in the future 
engagement with the Afghans This wa^ a very natural request 
but to the amaiement of all it was not heard and the Viceroy 
intent on spanog his stores, expressed doubts about the offiter's 
spending all his powder The latter observed the length of the 
engagement which had lasted from morning till evening bat 
the Viceroy still doubted and it required a deal of persuasion, 
and many intreahes to make bim spare a small quantity of gun 
powder Strange to aay ! that so great a Prince and otherwise 
so generous a man should have taken up so much time to con 
sider whether he should bestow some gunpowder on a deserving 
officer an irticle too so cheap and at that time, so very neces- 
sary to the petihoner It was a little after this event that a 
man who carried a letter of 'importance from Ata-ollah qhan to 
the two Afghan Generals, fell in the hands of Dos t nick bebaqh 
sham an officer in the Bengal army Bv comparing the purport 
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of the letter with the man’s answers, it became evident that Ata- 
ollah-qhan solicited their concurrence and their alliance, offering 
them an union of concerns and interests, and exhorting them to 
a vigorous opposition on promise of support 

Such a discover)’- could not but affect the Viceroy, however 
his attention uas soon diverted to another object. Whilst the 
Bengal army was on its march, Mir-habib, of whom all track had 
been lost in his journey through the mountainous countries, 
emerged all at once about Bagal-p8r, and was now on the little 
river of Champa-nagar, where falling unexpectedly upon the 
laggers of the army, he occasioned much disorder and much 
tumult amongst the people that attended the baggage, after which 
he retreated with his booty. But this did not prevent the Vice- 
roy from continuing his journey to Mongher, where he was met 
by Radja Sunder-sing, Zemindar of Ticary, who had received 
important favours from him, and was greatly attached to his 
family , and likewise by Camcar-qhan, Zemindar of Tarhut and 
Sam^y They both came to pay their respects, and to offer their 
services , and they were received with demonstration of honour 
and regard Immediately after them, came the cream of law- 
learning, the Prince of doctors, the withdrawer of the veil of 

celestial and terrestrial truths, our Lord and teacher, -»Mir- 

mahmed-aaly-fazyl, (May God perpetuate the refreshing pure 
streams of his learning ' ) and he came to pay his respect to the 
Viceroy, who received him w.ith the umost regard, a 1 1 she vi 1 
him every demonstration of honour He is a personage of whose 
merit we shall make further mention, when we come to speak 
more particularly of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s family, as well as of his 
private way of life This excellent man was followed in a few 
days by some other persons of distinction, such as Qhadum- 
hassen-qhan, who having quitted the army for some disgust 
against Mehdy-nessar-qhan, was coming to Azim-abad, and had 
already pitched his tent at PSlvary , where hearing of that lament- 
I able event, (his master’s death ) and finding it dangerous to retreat 
he thought it expedient to join his murderers, until some favour- 
able opportunity should serve Hearing in the sequel that the 
Viceroy was arrived at Mongher^ he gave the Afghan the slip, 
and came to pay his respect to that Prince who admitted him 
the honour of kissing the threshold of the sublime Thither 
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caipe also Ismdi) c8li*<jban, a nobleman who on the first news 
of the revolution at Azim abad, bad taken fright and was flying 
to MSrabSd^bad, but on his coming to pay hia obeysance, no 
kind of notice was taken of it, as ho had already lost his character 
News came at the same time that the two Afghan Commanders 
with fifty thousand of their countrymen all as great miscreants 
and as odious as themselves had quited the aty of Aiim abad 
with all those implements of war which they had found ready 
assembled at their hands and that they had encamped at the 
town of Bar This intelligence having reached Atly verdy-qhan, 
who had tamed a few days at Mongfaer only to afford some 
rest to his army, and to implore the Dmne assistance he dis« 
played his victorious standards and marched forwards to meet 
the enemy 

It was at this very critical dme, that Mir habib and Djano 
dji arrived In the neighbourhood of Ailm*abad from whence 
they immediately sent notice of tbeir arrival to the two Afghan 
Generali These two men who had only put in execution the 
several parts of that mighty revolution which bad been planned 
by Mir liabib bnt where he lod the Marhattas had pointed 
out to them mighty benefits which they had taken upon them 
selves, thought that now was the time to confer with them They 
went to paj a, visit to Mir babib as well as to Djano dji, 
two men in whose service they reckoned themselves to be for 
this Mir habib h*d been the proposer and hrst mobile of that 
whole affair He was a man of a fiery temper fertile m "expe , 
dlent vindicative and ardent in everything that tended to ram ’ 
Aaly verdy^qhan » power, but he was very little seconded by 
fortnne Djano dji and Mir habib bestowed nch Qhylaats on 
Shimshir qfutn and his collenguc, whom they treated in all res- 
pects as men In their pay , and Mir habib doubtless thought that 
he had conferred on them thereby the Viceroyalty of Bahar 
After this visit they were dismissed to their camp, for the Af 
ghans, who had formed high pretensions upon him for their salary, 
seemed only to conform to whatever he plfcased The next day 
Mir habib returned the visit, upon an Invitation from the Afghans 
who had prepared an entertammenL He was accompanied by 
Mirxa mahmed safeh, by Mohon sing, and by some other persons 
of distinction. A great deal of respect was shewn him and he 



^^as sumptuously entertained After the cntcitainment, he was 
she\An into a magnilicent tent, pitched on purpose for his taking 
some repose in the afternoon , they also sent a guard thither, 
in appearance to do him honour, but in reality for quite another 
purpose The officers had orders to let Mir-habib repose leisure- 
ly , but on his offering to return to his camp, they were to pre- 
%ent him, and to represent, “that the Afghans had engaged on 
" that dangerous enterprise solely on his promises That they 
" had performed their own part, as men in his service, by dis- 
'* patching Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan ; and were now to the number 
“ of fifty thousand horse and foot ready to fight the enemy, and 
" all this, by his orders, and for his sake , but as the pay of the 
“ troops was in arrear by a vast balance, it was proper that he 
” should provide for their immediate lelief by a sum of thirty or 
“ forty lacks , after which he might return to his camp, to find 
"the remainder" Mir-habib's situation now' became critical , 
but he was extricated by his friend, Mirza-saleh, to whom he had 
gnen proper instructions, and who liaving examined the scheme 
by himself, executed the following stratagem He engaged a 
number of Maihatta troopers to absent themselves from the 
Afghan camp *, and then to return full speed, crying out that 
Aaly-\erdy qhan was at hand, and that his vanguard was in pur- 
suit of them. The troopers did as they w^ere bid, and filled the 
Afghan army w'lth tumult , and Mir-habib getting ready with his 
retinue, intended to return to his camp, when he was met by 
the two Afghan Generals who renewed their request, but were 
answered by Mir-habib " that they took very ill their time for 
" stopping him and setting up a conference and a negotiation , 

" that such a stoppage could not but produce some great evil, 

" and would occasion precisely what the enemy wished for , that 
" Aaly-verdy-qhan thirsting for revenge was at hand , and that 
" such a sum would be duly considered, and as much as he could 
“ afford it, provided for after his return to his camp , but that 
" such an affair required leisure and recollection , and that now 
" the main business was how to get ready for an engagement, 

" as not a moment was to be lost in disputes " This speech 
produced its full effect. The Afghans considered, consented to 
a parley , and at last Mir-habib agreed to pay down two lacs of 
rupees for which a Banker became his security. It was with 
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such a contrivance he found means to depart from the Afghan 
camp, and to arrive safe among his on n troops, together with 
his right hand man Afina saieh The next day the tno armies, 
having just seen each other, and being ooiy at three costes 
distance, every one prepared for $. general action 

(33) The Nawab, Snord of the Empire the Valorous of the 
State, the valiant Mahmed Aaly verdy-<5han ever formidable in 
battles, who in those times had not his equal except Assef dja 
nixara-cl malic, in the art of ranging an array in battle and in 
choosing a post, did not think it proper to quit the shore of the 
Ganga, but kept close to Its banks along which he advanced 
towards tlie town of Bar where he found the Afghans encamped 
on the other side of a small river whiuh was in times of yore 
the Ganga itself but where the water having quitted that shore, 
and gone over to the other side had left jast such a small quan 
tity of water and m so narrow a stream as formed an Island on 
the andent bed called the Dtrah or hollow on the other side 
of whkh the Afghans had enwamped bnt which they tamed Into 
a very strong post, by lining all the shores with that namerous 
artillery nhlcb abounded in their camp tn so much that the 
passage had been rendered 0/ every difBcoIt access The Vice 
roy -having taken Information from a 2 ^n]indar of that neighbour 
hood, advanced westwards aboat two miles dunng the night 
time, and passed on the other side without any difficulty, nor 
did this event come to the knowledge of the Afghans but when 
it was already raid-day Struck with surprise and amazement 
they abatfdoned' that numeroas artillery with all its Implements, 
and disappeared and this 6 rst success proved so auspicious 
that the Viceroy took it up as a good omen to bis future oper 
ations Suspecting however that some deceit might Inrk in this 
sudden retreat, he advanced beyond his own artillery and passed 
the whole night waking with part of his army unddr arras At 
the end of the night when the horizon commenced to redden 
and the divine goodness was sending forth the beneficent rays 
of its sun he made his raoraing prayer and rubbmg the fore • 
head of supplication and humility on the future field of battle, he 
petitioned the Supreme Ovoraoerof the afflicted for success an'^ 
( 23 ) The* word* with « £nr Iloet that folloirj an firen hare JftaraJlj ta a 
fp«clm«Q of our antbor’s oriaatil atyle 
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Mctory over those murdering enemies of his family. After this, 
he produced a small cake made of the earth of the sacred tomb 
of the Prince of Martyrs, (23) (a precious gem which he always 
carried with him on such important occasions) and having adorn- 
ed his forehead with some dust from it, he found w'lthin himself 
an accession of vigour, and he gave the order of march On get- 
ting up w'lth the enemy, he again made a short prayer, mounted 
his elephant, and prepared for battle. After having examined 
the country about Bar, and paid a proper attention to that hollow' 
plain, in wdiich is the village called Rani-Choc, (and this is but 
at four cosses from that town) he disposed his army in the fol- 
lowing manner Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, w'lth the heavy artillery w'as 
placed in the front of all Behind him w'as stationed Haider-aaly- 
qhan w'lth the lield-pieces , and he was to be supported by Rahem- 
qhan and Mir-mahmed.cazem-qhan, and Dost-mahmed-qhan at 
the head of their respective brigades. These were his mam body 
in one line On the left of this, and a little behind, over against 
the part w'here the Marhattas had made their appearance, he 
placed Sayd-ahmed.qhan, his son-in-law', w’lth Alla-yar-qhan, and 
Mirza-Iredj-qhan and Radja Sunder-sing, and Radja Camcar- 
qhan with some other Commanders, all at the head of their 
brigades^ Umer-qhan received orders to ride the Viceroy’s stand- 
ard-elephant, quite close to the Prince himself and in his front , 
and that Commander’s four sons, viz , Assalet-qhan, and Dilir- 
qhan, and Ahmed-qhan, and Mahmed-qhan, with their troops, 
were ordered to attend their father. But Sheh-din-mahmed w'lth , 
several other Commanders, received orders to cover their flank 
All these dispositions being made , the Viceroy took his post in 
the centre of all On the opposite side, the two Afghan Generals 
put their army m the following order of battle They had of their 
own about thirty thousand horse and foot, besides Baqshi-boSIiah’s 

(23) The Prince of Martyrs ought by all nieans to be Mahomet himself, who 
was poisoned by his fair Jew prisoner, in his expedition against the Jews qf Qhdiber , 
but Mahomet cuts but a small figure with the Sbyahs or Persian sectaries, whenever 
their own heroes may be affected by the competition The Prince of Martyrs with 
• them, therefore, is either Aaly, his cousin andson-in-Iaw, who was slain at Nejef alias 
CSfah, near Basrah, where he lies buned , or Hossein, his grandson, by Fetemah, 

1ft ho was slain at Kerbela, near Bagadad, where he is entombed, and where his 
monument is resorted to every day by immense crowds of Persians, and even by 
Turks who chance to pass that way. 
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infantry and a multitude of other Afghans lately arrived Ha}'at 
qhan, a Commander of character, iras stationed ivith bis corps on 
the very banks of the Gaoga, to^Tards the left with a battery ol 
heav> cannon \vith which he bad orders to fire incessantly against 
the enemy s centre, and against Aaly verdy-qhan’s fierion The 
rest of the army formed a body that extended in a lino westward! 
of the river for a great length The Marliattas, on the othei 
hand, forming an angle with this hne, fronted the whole left wing 
of thecnemy and Aaly verdy* qhan, enclosed between two armies 
each of which was stronger than his own, looked like a gem 
encircled with raetaL The Marhattas were skirmishing endlessly, 
and the Bengal army seemed to be given up for lost bnt it must 
be acknov-ledged for the sake of truth, that never did that hero 
exhibit so much steadiness and fortitude, as in that trying day in 
which few men would have not fell their Brmness daunted by so 
formidable an appearance of superiority The two armies now 
advancing to engage, and the artillery firingalroady,abalI directed 
by the Sovereign disposer of eients, look up Serdar-qlian s head 
and shockingly mangled bfs body and his troops depnved of 
a Commander reputed still braver than Shimshir-^ban, were 
disheartened broke their ranks, and then durpersod nor were 
ihese less than a full half of the Afghan army By this time 
Hiider-aaly-qhan nas advanang towards those disbearfeiicd 
troops with his infantry and perpetually pouring upon them snch \ 
I beets of fire as darkened the light of the sun and having tarned 
noon diy into a dark aigbt, the ambient air became as black 
and as fngbtful as the reprobated faccsof those wretched ravagers. 
Aaly verdy-qhan on observing the confusion and flnctuation 
occasioned by this fire ordered Shoh^jehao yarand Fakyr ollah 
beg qban to advance with their cavalry and tocharge the confused 
enemies but neither of those two officers moved a step At this 
very moment the Marhattas, and Mir habid, seeing the Bengal 
array fully employed by the Afghans fell npon its left ivmg, and 
madesovigorous an attack, that Seradj-ed dOuIah whose elephant 
was close to that of his uncle, observed '* that matters grew senous 
' there and that some assistance must be solft against those 
‘ enemies immediately or x! would become too late to think of 
‘ it ' Aaly verdy qhan with an inflamed face and a tone of 
anger and peevishness not customary to him answered bluntly 
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pray,, who are the Marhattas, and who is Mir-hahih ? My 
enemies tww are these that are before me. After / shall have 
been revenged of those miscreants, I hope with God's blessing to 
give' a good account of the Marhattas themselves, and to drive 
them out of my country. After this answer, he, without looking 
at the Marhattas, continued with his face turned against the 
Afghans, and he again sent an order to Fakyr-ollah-beg-qhan to 
charge directly Whilst he was yet speaking, a swift horseman 
came up, with a joint message from Rahem-qhan, and Dost-mah- 
med-qhan, and Mir-cazem-qhan, and HMder-aaly-qhan, requesting 
leave to charge immediately, as the enemies seemed confounded, 
and greatly disordered by the fire of the infantry , ‘ we only wait 
for your order,” added the messenger , “ and be sure to cover 
our rear so as to preserve our communication with you ” Go, 
my valorous fellows, answered the Viceroy, go whet e victory 
beckons to you , and rest assured that you shall see me close to 
your backs, and at hand to support you The messenger having 
returned on a gallop, a moment after the first line was seen to 
move forwards The Viceroy immediately moved at the same time , 
and the action at once became a scene of hand-blows Dost- 
mahined-qhan, and^ Mir-cazem-qhan, both rivals of glory, and 
both friends, rode on the same elephant , and desirous of being 
beforehand with the others, they were pushing eagerly forwards 
The engagement now becoming closer and closer, every one 
engaged the man over against him, and fought hand to hand, in 
such a manner that the enemy’s blood commenced flowing m 
abundance, and it dropped on the dry ground, like the hair from 
the eye brov\s 'of the afflicted ones The two friends pushing 
eagerly forwards, without looking behind, at last closed with 
MSrad shir-qhan’s elephant, upon which Mir-cazem-qhan was 
already jumping having seized the opposite Haodah with one 
hand The Afghan General, although wounded by a musqet-ball, 
had force enough to raise his head, and seizing a sabre or an Afghan 
knife(24), he twice struck his enemy, cut some of hisfingersaway, 
and made him quit his hold Whilst he was thus engaged, Dost- 
mahmed-qhan jumped into the Haodah, and having brought him 
down by his weight, he cut his head off Instantly the man who 
had lost his hold and his fingers, having applied his wounded 


(24) An Afghan knife is equal to a half sabre 
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hand to the Hftodah’s board, got up again It wab at that time 
that Sblmahir qhan fell wounded from blj elephant, udthout It 
being knowTi ho^, nor by whom This having been perceived 
by Djib beg, a gentleman attached to r?ilir qhan, he jamppd down 
from his horse, cut off the Afghan’s head, and ran to present it to 
Aal) verdy qhan , and these two guilty heads stuffed ivith so 
much ingratitude and pnde and imprudence, having been now 
brought down from their seats, by the dispositions of an avenging 
Providence, were made fast to the feet of the Viceroy s elephant 
At sight of this that Pnnee inclined himself profoundlj and 
rubbed the front of humility on the ground of acknowledg 
ment, for an event wfiich became a sure forerunner of victory 
setting open at thd fame time the gate of joy and gladness, be 
ordered the music to strike up, and the enemy to be charged 
everywhere, without affordmg4i^ time to breathe Meanwhile 
the Marhatla army, which had a^qced hercely againaHhcTcft^ 
wing as against a sure prey, finding that the engagement had 
taken a turn which had never been so much as suspected and 
which had mtlrely changed the face of things were astonished 
at the firmness and fortune of a man alwaj’s crowned with sne 
cess They doubted of their being able to face so fortanate a 
Commander and quitting the engagement they commenced 
retreating So that Aoly verdy-qhan being freed from those im 
portunate enemies, turned his whole attention against the Af 
gbans , he pursued them to their camp which be entered with 
all the pnde of victory planting bis fortunate standards at the 
very entrance All this white the uafortnnate Governor’s consort, 
Aminah beg^m with her danghters and Miria raehdy, her son 
were kept prisoners In a tent, that had become the seat of misery 
and wretchedneis, and where they were eigwsed to allkmdsof 
bardsbipi and to every kind of contumely Those unfortunate 
persons heanngof this nnexpected revolution thought they bad 
come a second time into the wojld and they commenced to 
breathe freely Tliose illustnous captives were brought to the 
Viceroy's quarters, and a flood of tears as well as an inundaUon of 
joy followed the interview AU was silence for a longwhile at 
last they both opened their hearts and mouths to retom their 
acknowledgment to the Supreme comforter On heanngof this 
piece of good news, the inhabitants of the city of Arlm-abad 
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\igh or Tow gave themselves up to an universal joy, and their 
learts contracted this longwhile by the pressure of misfortune, 
:>orrow, and regret, being set at liberty by this revolution, ex- 
panded at the welcome news They thronged in crowds to see 
the unexpected scene, and to kiss the desired threshold , and they 
returned home each with a provision of joy for the rest of the 
year The nobles and the people flocked out of the gates into 
the victorious camp of that fortunate and benevolent Prince, to 
contemplate that pattern of both glory and simplicity of heart 
and after having feasted their eyes with the sight of their beloved 
lord, and cpntemplated the individuals of a family that had become 
the darling of mankind, they seemed to have obtained the utmost 
scope of their fondest wishes. Aaly-verdy-qhan, after having 
given some rest to his troops for a couple of days, spread his 
victorious standards, and marched into the city of Azim-abad in 
military array, but yet with a pomp that darkened the eye of his 
enemie-?, and gladdened the hearts of his friends He carried so 
^ much benignity in his looks, and shewed so much mercifulness 
condescendence in ^whatever he did or said, that he afforded 
long draughts of a refreshing relief to the distress inhabitants 
of a city and country, whose afflicted hearts had been these two 
months and-a-half thirsting after such a day, and spreading con- 
stantly the eye of expectation as a carpet for his beneficent 
^ arrival The prince’s emotions at these unfeigned demonstra- 
tions of joy were guessed by his alighting again, to return his 
v'* acknowledgment to the spring and Author of all benefits. He . 
u renewed his orders for performing the vows and oblations He had 
r ' commanded sums and pensions to be distributed to the needy, to 
the sdyds, and to the distressed believers, (25) as well as to the 
impotent and poor of all sorts , after which he wTote to his Deputy 
’ at M8rsh8d-abad, that “ Thanks be to God, he had obtained a 
‘complete victory, and such as his heart had wished , and that, 

\ '• therefore, there remained nothing more on his part, than to 
1 ‘ distribute to the s6yd and to the needy families of that city the 
‘ sums that had been vowed for their relief He commanded him 
to keep always m his eye the content and satisfaction of the 
‘‘ inhabitants committed to his care, as the mam object of his 
administration , so as to afford some consolation to a loyal people 
(25) By the words believers, the author always means Shyahs 
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xcomen, \votild be say I never had^ nor will ever have and tf I have 
sent for these vetted ones, [ayj tits to shew the worlds and even to 
Shtmshtr^kaf^ s departed souly what difference there is between 
himself and me That man had made me no proper return^ 

by HStng so shamelessly til my children and grandchildren 
Ztncddtn ahmed-qkan htmselfhadvffered him na injury , and 1 
am not conscious of having done that Afghan anything but muck 
good And even supposing that he did Sarbour some secret discon 
tent against my son tndaw still he revenged himself "by treating 
hint as nq man ojtght to be treated by another But what had his 
women done him f And what was the guilt of hts consortT What 
wrong had they done him, for hts injiicting such a treatment upon 
them? Sach were that Pnaces seotinieQ^ Some time after 
be found an opportonity of canying bis benignity much farther 
Shlmabix qbao a eldeat daughter bad been bethrotbed to one Sba 
mabmed'asac, one of the descendaoU of Cassem splSimany^a an 
Afghan of note who had turned Fakyr or religious, in bmea of 
yore but who had been shut np in the fortress of Chennar gur by 
’order of the Emperor Djehanghin (a8) who did not IQce bis being 
followed by sneb shoals of sectators Tliere the man ended hts 
bfe and there his disaples in conjonction with the Afghans his 
sectatora had raised over bis bones a fine monument much re 
sorted to by devotees, and whJdi in Aaly verdy qhan s time was 
kept in full repair, so as to attract much notice This monumennt 
cots a figure in the western part of the town adjoining to the 
fortress itself bat since the EogUsb have added tliat stronghold 
to the conquests they have made of all the eastern provinces of 
Hindostan the Maosoleum has lost its revenuea, and the pDgmns 
their usual entertainment It is now going to decay and God 
only knows what further humiliation it is still to expect Tbu> 
Mahmed-asac, bearing a character much admired by the Afghans 
Aaly verdy qhan sent for him, and bestowed on him his intended 
bnde The nuptials were celebrated in so generous a manner, 
that he made rich presents to the new married couple conferred 

(j> 7 ) Tib b the polite expreokm focelfoifriog wcHDen. 

(36) One (A Ibe aocoton ct ud tb« oJotb io order jtbore hloi 

He rru reprcjcoted wlUi a brood bee ■ tbto focfi beard, ud a rerT* tUo piir of 
wbbbm V3 Uut tbe TerUrbn (esUires ma/ be ceea of late ai ibtt face. Hb aocr 
SbabHiJebaji, had a tborcragb lodua face that u, a teautifol ooe (o the Soropeai} 
ftyla 
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a number of favours on the whole family, and at their own request, 
he dismissed them to Deher-banga, which was their native place,* 
and where by his order they were complemented with several 
villages that furnished amply to their subsistence Another in- 
stance of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s benignity of temper, and of his regard 
for the sex in particular, ma}^ be observed 'in his attention to 
Mir-habib’s consort, that bitter enemy to his person and family 
The consort of that General, even after his flight and defection, 
had continued to enjoy perfect safety in M8rsh8d-abad, where 
she remained several years, always respected by the Government 
But as the keeping such a family any longer in that Capital was 
susceptible of inconvenience, the Viceroy wrote now to his Deputy, 
to have that lady conveyed to the frontiers with her whole family 
in the most decent manner, after having complimented her with 
a larger sum of money than that which she had requested herself 
for the charges of her journey. The order bore that her person 
should be entrusted to some approved man, whose business should 
be not to lose sight of her, until she had been delivered into her 
Lord’s hand All these events happened about the lime when 
"news came, that the Emperor Mahmed-shah had departed this 
life, and that his son, Ahmed-shah, had become in his stead the 
ornament'of the Hindostany Throne 
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CONTENTS 

Strange conspiracy of a son against hts faiher^Seradj-^d 
diula s ascendance on his uncle s mind — Dissensions creep in ike 
Viceroy's famiiy^Amating fortune of Ata^oUah^kan^The 
l^iceroy carries with him to kts Capital a nuseier of learned men 
of A tim^h ad — The author finds his granduncle Abdol-aaly 
qhan disgraced and tn misery — And all kts relations and 
friends gone to the Court of 3fdrsh3d~abad Siif qhan here 
ditary Governor of Pdranta is slighted hy the Viceroy, and soon 
after dies — III conduct of Kts son and successor wkp has the 
folly to take a journey to MSrshSd-ahad — The Marhatta Prince 
Djano^jt attempts to plunder that city — The Vueroy marches 
against him — A whole Brigade muitmes and u broke and dss 
banded — The Viceroy pursues Djtino djt-^Infamous usage offer 
edto the willing garrison of Bara-hati^That fortress surrenders 
^Description of the City of Catec—The Viceroy returns to 
kts Capital through an infinity of diffculpies^Firsi campaign 
j of Seradj ed ddulah— Strange infidelities in the Bengal army — 

} Strange behaviour of a Zenandar who had offered himself for a 
guide — Seradj-ed dbnlak elopes and revolts — The old Viceroy 
passionately doating on his grandson — Strange attack on the 
City of AstPt-abad by sixty men — Singular combat between two 
noblemen equally stout and brave — The Viceroy recovers his 
nephew and then falls dangerously ill — The Viceroy again at 
the head of his troops forces the Marhattas to retreat — The 
two parties tired of a Twelve tears iVar — Peace concluded — 4n 
immense balance long forgotten recovered for the treasury by 
a Gentoo Minister — Some account and death of Aftr babib a 
famous Marhatta General — Death of the Gentoo Minister 
Djanktram and some account of Ram narbin — Death of young 
Ecrant-ed-dSula^Wkich tn time causes that of hts adoptive^ 
father Nevaeish makmed^kan — Infamous conduct of Seradj 
ed dStda tn hts private kours^His person detesfed~--He fir 
hxscoupd essay murders two illustrious noblemen breihers^ 
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Noble } eflectlojis of the authoi on those two mm ders — Nevajsish- 
7nahmed-qhan indjiitely regretted — Hts eulogium — Some ac- 
count of his second brother, Shyd-ahmed-qhan — His death — 
Singular character of an old woman called Dana-annga — Death \ 
of Aaly-verdy-qhan — An account of his private life — Singular l 
prediction of hts, with regard to the English. 

We have left Aaly-verdy-qhan on the othei side of the Ganga 
As this was a country full of game, and he was exceedingly fond 
of hunting, he passed forty or fifty days on that side of the river , 
and it IS there that Seradj-^d-dpulah, jvho could not digest the 
appointment of his uncle, S£yd-ahmed-qhan, to the viceroyalty of 
Azim-abad, spoke some words, and committed some actions, that 
little became his station and his person , and it is at such a con- 
juncture, likewise, that he gave some presages of the hastiness 
of his temper, and the improvidence of his conduct. There also 
he gave evident signs 'of his influence in the politics of the 
Governnrent, and of his unbounded sway over his grand-father's 
mind , and this was about one of the strangest events which 
history ever recorded , a conspiracy of a son against his own 
father I An event which may be ranked amongst those that serve 
to awaken the attention of mankind, and to put the most con- 
fident upon their own guard against wickedness and malevolence 
But It must be remembered first, how that pattern of mankind, 
the illustrious Mir-mahmed-aaly, the learned, (whose learning 
and ment may God continue for a length of time !) (29) had 
crossed over from PSrania to Mongher, to make a visit to Aaly- 
verdy-qhan As he had some connections with Sdif-qhan, the 
hereditary Governor of PSrania, a province whicli is situated just 
over against Mongher, and on the other side of the Ganga, he 
had re-crossed ,over to renew his acquaintance with that noble 
man, as well as with his eldest son, a young lord whose name 
was Faqhr-eddm-hossein-qhan, but who went by the name of the 
Navvab-bahadyr, or valiant Navvab On his departing from 
thence after his visit, this young lord gave him a petition, that 

(29) He died at M8rshSd-abad a few years ago, and left a library of two thousand 
volumes, an amazing number, indeed, in such a country as this — Ho was so high- 
ly respectdd for his learning, that both the Navvab Mubarec-ed-d6ula, and the 
Navvab Mcizaffer-jung, alias Mahmed-reza-qhan, used to make him a profound bow 
from afar, on their going to render him a visit , nor did they offer to sit down, 
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13 a letter for Aaly verdy qhan which enclosed a letter to himself , 
nor did the illustnous S6yd ever bo much as dream of the con 
tents , for he promised to put the letter In Aaly verdy qhan’s 
own hands at some disengaged moment, and to support the 
cootentB with all his influence and as be was naturally of an 
unsuspicious temper, he earned it to that Prince and on the 
very first opportunity ^nt it into bis hands The Viceroy having 
perused the contents, turned towards the Lord Sdyd, and uttered 
these words Weli myLordSiyd J shall do wkatev$r you desire 
and as you shall ltd me As the Lord Sd>d knen nothing at all 
of the contents he expressed some surprise at these words and 
could not help answering that he was not pnvy to the contents 
of the petition Upon this the Viceroy put in his hands both the 
petition and its inclosore, that is, the letter directed to himself 
On perusal of both the poor man was struck dumb with the 
30 - contents, which proved to be no less than a proposal from that 
^ denatured son to sene the government of the country make 
his own father a prisoner, and send him down to MSrshSd abad 
for all which performances he requested only a small military 
force from the Viceroy it was on discussing this unnatural 
affag- that Seradj ed dOula gave specimens of his turn of mind 
and proofs of bis boundless influence over the Viceroy s mind 7t 
was on the following occasiou Amongst those that accompanied 
the Lord S^yd was a simple, very plain man called Aga Aximii 
who had once served S^lf-qban hereditary Governor of PSranlah 
as his Paymaster General in which office he had contracted an 
Intimacy with some officers and amongst others with Serdar 
qhan, that Afghan Commander who was in the same service 
and had lately cat so capital a figure at the sack of Aiim-abad 
This simple man was now taken to task by Seraj ed dflula, under 
pretence that be had been all along m close correspondence with 
the Afghan had been deeply concerned in the revolution at 
Aiim-abad, and actually was possessed of a hoard acquired in 
the plunder of that city by the late Commander bat intruhted 
to his care and secrecy The only proofs he adduced of so peni 
ons a charge was that In the endless plunder and contmual 
dcfilcmentB to which that ill fated aty had been a prey for full 
two months, Serdar-qhan who then chanced to remember bis 
acquaintance and to retain some sense of the many favours he 
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had once received at his hands, now thought proper to pay a 
regard to some families and some houses, recommended to him 
by Aga-Azimai This intercession became his crime ; and Seradj- 
ed-doula having novv^ taken mighty exceptions against this parti- 
cular circumstance, and even instilled his own suspicions and 
ideas on his grandfather’s mind, Aga-Azim^i was accused, as 
being one of the conspirators, and as concealing the sum of 
eight lacs,_deposited in his hands by Serdar-qhan, out of the 
plunder of Azira-abad Such an accusation found credit , and 
matters were likely to take a very bad turn with the poor man, had 
not the Lord Seyd taken him under his safeguard, and obtained 
his liberty from the Viceroy. The man on being released, quit- 
ted that perilous spot, and repaired to Azim-abad, where S’eyd- 
ahmed-qhan, the Deputy-Governor, gave him service This 
giving service to the man, was not relished at the Court, then at 
Mongher , and possibly, is it from so small a subject, that some 
dissensions soon commenced in Aaly-verdy-qhan’s family, that 
gave nse to mighty events 

We have said that the Viceroy had appointed Seyd ahmed- 
qhan, his second nephew and son-in-law, to the government of 
the city and province of A?im-abad , an office which had been 
promised him at the very begining of the Afghan War, and with 
which he seemed to be fully invested, under the modest appel- 
lation of Deputy-Governor One of the first actions of the new 
Governor’s was his sending for a number of persons of distinction, 
now out of his province, and attaching them to his service by 
suitable pensions These were the flower of the nobility. They 
had all been in the murdered Viceroy’s service, and were only 
dispersed by his death Amongst these was Mehdi-nessar-qhan, 
maternal uncle to the poor man ; he had sought an asylum in 
the fortress of Rhotas Another was Naky-aaly-qhan, younger 
brother to the poor man Next came Aareb-aaly-qhan, Qhadem- 
hassen-qhan, and several others This liberality was not relished 
by Aaly-verdy-qhan’s consort, who observed, “ that as the province 
“ of Azim-abad was so situated, as to be the main gate that afford- 
“ ed an entrance into Bengal, to which country no army could 
" penetrate without its Governor’s concurrence, it was improper 
" to leave so important a post in the hands of a person which 
“ she styled a stranger , that her eldest son-in-law, Nevazish- 
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•' mahmed qhao, being a. mao of a weak conduct, and of weaker 
^ " IntellcctB, it hecamrevident that on her husband's demise Siyd 

"ahmed qhan, alUiough her son In [aw likewise, would become 
7 “ a swora enemy to her other daughters, and of course to her 

^"two grandchildren, Seradj'-ed-d6ula and his younger brother 
{ ‘ Ecrara ed d6ula After such a chain of reasoning she concluded 
I ‘ that so important a Government ought to be lodged in such 
I ‘ hands as she might trust entirely ” The Princess having said 
so much lowered her tone of voice, and with an air of concern 
and afDication "she mentioned the high salaries and expensive 
‘pensions which her nephew had been bestowing upon the pnn 
"cipal nobility of the province and she glossed over them as 
" upon so many misdemeanours, which took their rise in deep 
" schemes, and concealed remote vrews and high flown designs ’ 
Such a speech [rom a Princess, that bad given her husband the 
highest opinion of her wisdom could not bnt make a deep im 
pression on hit mind but the Princess, as if doubting her own 
influence in instilling her own jealousies in her busbaads mind 
took care to employ another engine still more powerful She 
taught Seradj ed*d6uta to mutter pubbcly, " that if the Viceroy 
‘ aity of Azim abad was bestowed on S^yd^abmed^qbaur- he 
" (Seradj ed deula) would not survive the affront, b^t would 
‘ make away with tilmself He used to say that the ^har was 
" bis father's property That it came to him by hereditary right, 
as a paternal estate and ought not to be given away toVthers 
Words to that effect from a yoj^ had now becom^^ the old 

.^manjLwbolc-dcIight, Md bis soul; rould not fail toAInk deep 
in fais mmd on the first moment of their being reported to him 
His whole soul centred in that young man and to give him the 
least oneasiness, was a thought which he could not beer On 
the other band, be was accustomed to pay the highest deference 
to his consort's advice and the tcndcrest regard to her wishes 
and he also confessed that after aJl her opmion tended to the 
completion of a scheme which he had set up with her concur 
rence, namely, that of dccianng Scradj-ed dSula heir to his estate 
and his successor in all his dominions. No wonder then, if over 
come now by the intreabes of a beloved consort, and unable to 
withstand Scradj-cd dCula s displeasure, he altered his mmd with 
respect to hii other graudboa and nephew and toUffy declined 
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to fulfil his promise to him The latter, who thought himself 
shockingly wronged by such a proceeding and moreover expos- 
ed to ridicule, nas stung to the quick at such an unexpected 
reverse , and giving way to the emotions of his resentment, he 
abstained from going to Court, and lastly resolved to quit Bengal, 
and to repair to Shah-djehan-abad, where he intended to seek 
his fortune at the Imperial Court. The old Prince, wounded by 
his nephew’s discontent and secession, attempted several times 
by notes in his own hand, and also by letters, to apologise for 
his conduct, and to sooth his nephew s mind , but all was to no 
purpose. Matters went so far, that the nephew proved inexor- 
able , and in one of his answers he protested, that he was bound 
by a solemn oath to quit Bengal, and to go to the Imperial Court, 
should the matter fail of taking the turn he wished This was 
answered by a note in the hand of Aaly-verdy-qhan himself It 
contained these two short sentences ; To atone for such on oafhy 
IS easy , and to quit loving uncle, imprudent After dispatch- 
ing the note, he went to pay him a visit, where he addressed 
him in these words “ Son, it is out of love to you that I stoop 
“ to these entreaties, and possibly to these importunities ; else, 
“ you know yourself, that my custom is to speak once to a man, 
“ and to inform him of my mind , after which I leave him to Ins 
“ownself, never to speak to him again It tins resolution of 
“ yours arises from some other matter of discontent, speak out, 
“ I am here to afford you redress, and to oblige you to the utmost 
" extent of your wishes , and if you do not choose to speak your- 
“ self, here is Hekim-begh, and some other gentlemen, your 
’* friends , make use of their channel, and cease to torment your- 
“ self and me any more on that head ” The visit being over 
Sdyd-ahmed-qhan made use of the channel pointed out to him, to 
ask the confirmation of some revenues he had acquired in his new 
Government, and hfs request having been complied with, this 
disagreeable affair was immediately brought to an end » But as 
the rainy season was setting in, the Viceroy resolved to spend 
it at Azim-abad, in order to arrange some matters of importance, 
and to settle every part of a province, which required his pre- 
sence, he also sent orders to M8rsh8d-abad for bringing Seradj- 
ed-doulah’s consort to Azim-abad under the charge of Radja 
Djankiram, whom he really intended to appoint Deputy-Governor 
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of the province Djanklram being arrived with his charge, a 
public day waa appointed, m which a nch Qhylaat \ra* put on 
Seradj-ed dfiola’s shoulders, mtofcen of investiture for the Govern 
raent of Aiim-abad, and another of Inferior value, on Djankiratn 
as his deputy, who was besides complimented ivith a fnng^ 
Paleki, and a kettle drum And to regam Sdyd abmed qhan s 
good will to this arrangement, as well as to soften his mind, 
Djankiram received orders to wait upon him, and to ask his 
consent in a respectful manner Siyd-ahmcd-qhan graaously 
granted it, although highly humbled by a transaction that expos- 
ed hit character and he give him a Btry (30) of Pan^ according 
to the CQstom of India, in token of that consent his intention 
being to avoid everything that might disoblige his uncle and 
it Is remarkable that Djankiram went by the Viceroy’s order in 
company with Sadr-cl hac-qhan (31) to give more weight to his 
submission Matters being now settled to bis mind Aa!y verdy 
qhan quitted Ailm-abad at the end of the raios, and taking nitb 
him both SiCyd-ahmed-qban and Seraj-ed-dOoIab, be displayed 
his victorious standards and took the road of Bengal 

Before the end of bis journey he dispatched an order to his 
deput) at M8rsh8d-abad for bis gcUiog Ats-olla-qhan conveyed 
out of Bengal without delay and wltbont fad for be bad this 
longwhlle harboured strong suspiaons against this-last nobleman 
and they had been strengthened more than once, bat never so 
much ascertained, as when his envoy and letters were of late 
intercepted, as we have already meotiooed Although such a 
traitoroo* conduct deserved poaitlon and might have excited 
any other Prince's resentment, he obose to leave the man to the 
remorses of bis own conscience, and he ordered that be should 
be dismissed with his consort, family nches, movables and 
furniture strictly recommending that no Injury shonld be offered 
him on any account whatsover but commanding at the same 
time, that the-order for his dismission should be obeyed 10 ex 
peditiously, as that on the amval of the victonous standards at 

(}o) That Uhroer tbree dtPcitB le«T«i c* uj Um Baropeuu, 

bmtle) cut lo parts, sad folded op Bke a pjiuxdd U 1 bit of buun»'I«af or piso* 
tain, cootalalaf Ukevtse some iboU-lbos, or ckmftm iodm (or bc«tl«-aat) aad 

scale or fcslcbocv) tbe wliols fixed with a dor* that KrTcs as a pin, 

(31) The saw who sloe* bccaae Sspreos* C rim i n a l Uafirtrat* of Ben^aJ 
lo 1780 
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M8rsh8d-abad, no trace of Ins presence might be left in that 
city. The Deputy-Governor having received those orders, sent 
them with the letter to Ata-o!Iah-qhan , the latter, who had to 
this moment conserved preciously tlie bond by which that im- 
postor, Mir-aaly-ashgar-cobra had promised him the dominion of 
Bengal, now thought it full time to tear his heart from it, and 
having submitted to his fate, he departed with his family, his 
riches, his dependants, and whatever* belonged to him. His Am 
ostensible fortune, by common report, amounted to sixty lacks Ata^ 
of rupees, and seventy elephants , but he was known to be pos- 
sessed, besides, of a quantity of gems, precious stuffs, and gold ,(32) 
and to have carried away the \ery furniture ot his house 
Crossing the Ganga, he took up his quarters at Malda, in the 
house of Mirza-zya-oIIah, and spent some days in preparing every- 
thing for his intended journe3^ 

Whilst he was crossing over, Aaly-verdy-qhan was taking 
up his quarters at Radjemahal, called Acbar-nugur, where having 
celebrated the hold days of the feast of the sacrifice, he gave up 
his journey over land, and embarked on a fleet of boats ; ivith 
which in a few days, he landed at Bagvangolah, w'here he was 
received by his Deputy, and also by Hussein-c8ly-qhan, and some 
other distinguished persons amongst the nobility and principal 
citizens of M8rsh8d-abad After having reposed himsetf a little, 
he mounted a mountain-like elephant, and wnth a pomp which 
became his victorious expedition, and his intrepid troops, he made 
a triumphant entry in the city, and arrived at his palace , where he 
was no sooner landed, than not satisfied with the many charita- 
ble actions he had already performed in thanksgiving for his 
successful expedition, he ordered new chanties to be distributed 
to the S^yds, to the faithful, and to the needy and distressed of 
all sorts , he inclined himself again profoundly in the presence of 
the Divine distributor of graces, and acknowledged that the victory ' 
bestowed upon him had something extraordinary, and such as 
strongly argued a particular interposition from above 

As he was a lover of learning and merit, he had taken care, 

(32) Observe that such an amazing fortune Wcis no more than that of a second- 
rate man in Bengal , a Fodjdar of BagalpSr, who to the advantage of being allied 
to the reigning family by marriage, added only that of having been fourteen years 
n a middling office Such were then the riches of Bengal 
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on quitting Ailm abad, to Invite to hla Court several peraons dia 
tinguished for their birth, rank, learning or talents reqnesting 
them to foIlovT his fortune, and to live In his Capital One of these 
vras " the Prince of the teachers the pattern of the juris consnites, 

" the model of the virtuous and of the illustrious the detector of 
" the intricacies of questions and the solrer of the knots of dlf 
'* ficultfes, the Prince of learned ones His Highness mj Lord Mir 
' mahmed-aaly, (the refreshing stream of whose learning may 
" God Almighty keep running for a long series of years I ) Another 
" was the glorious and illustrious Qhan the eye of mankind, and 
‘the ball of that eye, ZMr hnssffln-qhan son to the learned Doc 
tor Moluvy mohammed nassyr (npon whom may God s mercy 
repose for ev er I ) The third was the illustrious and beneficent 
“ Qhan, Taky-cSiy qhan, now deceased son to Hadji-abdollah 
sumamed the Writer or Historian who had been Divan of the 
' province of BurhanpSr, in the times of the Emperor Aoreng zib 
aaleraghlr (the Conqueror) The fourth was the illustrious and 
‘ high bom Qhan the beneficent the munificent the eicellent 
‘ and learned the Lord of one way of seeing (that Is the sincere) 

“ Aal) hlbrahim qhan the valiant son to Doctor Afahmed nassyr - 
ednsin german to the late Zfiir huss81n-qhan The fifth was 
' Hadji mahmed-qhan All these eminent personages accom 
panled Aaly verdy qhan to M8rsh8d.abad where thej were all 
welcomed with large pensions (33) 

It was about this time and when that Prince was settmg 
ont that I the poor man, arrived from Shah-djehan-abad, to see 
my glorious mother as well as my brothers relations friends and 
acquaintances ail beloved persona which I had given up for 
lost on heanng of the enormides of which ShJmshir-qhan and 
his people wore every day guilty In passing by Lnenow 1 paid 
my respects to my glorious uncle of whom I asked the reason of 
his having parted with Aaly verdy-qhan his cousin and of bis ' 
being come so far Ho answered ' that this breach had been 
. occasioned by his consort (Abdol-aaiy-qhan s) and that maUers 
■ were now past remedy that he had lost hU possessions, and also 

.. his peace of mind, and that being now deprived oi hb counto 
.„d fortune as well as a prey to the pains of mind and body 


— ^1. ,„„hd br comm w . dlenl twoUlloa itfl, 
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“be was going to Shali-djeban-abad, in a state of despair, he 
“ added, that if he happened to be still alive, it was by the more 
“ strength of his destiny ” 

“ A bad woman in a good man'’s house 
“ Becomes his hell, even in this world , 

“ Baw ere of a bad inmate, beware ’ 

“ O ’ God preserve us from such a hell ” 

And 'it IS on the same account, as well as on account of Abdol- 
.aaly-qhan’s dismission, that there passed such a sharp dialogue 
between my mother and Aaly-verdy-qhan , a dialogue which no 
one would have ventured upon, and which no one would choose 
to repeat To put up with such expressions as were then heard by 
that Prince, is what the nature of an Angel would have overlook- 
ed, but which was more than the patience of a man could bear 
This difference likewise broke an alliance, which Sayd-ahmed- 
qhan had desired between himself and S6yd-aaly-qhan, younger 
brother to the poor man, to whom he intended to marry his own 
daughter, a Princess which Aaly-verdy-qhan has since bestowed 
on another, whom he has thought proper to honour with his 
alliance Although it must be acknowledged, that this Prince, 
as well as his three sons-in-law, had not their equals in forgiving 
the misdemeanours of relations, and in winking at the improper 
conduct of kinsmen , a condescendence extremely uncommon, and 
of which we see so few instances, even amongst private men. May 
God Almighty’s goodness reward them for it, by extending over 
them for ever, the wings of mercy and forgiveness ' 

On my arrival at Azim-abad, found that Mehdy-nessar-qhan, 
my uncle, and Naki-aaly-qhan, my brother, with all my relations, 
kinsmen, and friends, had quitted that city to follow S^yd-ahmed- 
qhan These were Gholam-reza-qhan, son to Moortezevi-qhan 
Aga-azimdi, whom we have already mentioned , and Melec-mah- 
med-qhan, together with Qhadum-hossein-qhan, Areb-aaly-qhan 
Mir-fazyhaaly, with all his relation , and Mir-assed-aaly, and the 
Prince of the learned of Azim-abad, Mollah-gholam-yahya, Mir- 
vahed, and the mufti Zia-ollah, the Moluvi or Doctor Laal-mah- 
med, and the late Mir-abdol-hadi. All these were the cream and 
flower of that city , so that finding it hard to live at a distance 
from such dear persons, and irksome, to remain in city which 
had been evacuated by all my friends, I followed my uncle and 
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two brothers, and without any assumncethat S4yd-ahrncd-qban 
would admit me amongst his fnends, I arn\edat Moogher, where 
I landed, and where I was informed that the Governor of Bahar 
was ashore, and actually busy in performing the ntea of the day 
of the sacrifice, and in eatihg, as it is customary, some of the 
roast meat actually upon the spit, and roasting in his presence, 
Afl this was a holy day, and a solemnity consecrated ^to visits 
and to demonstration of respect, and the Prince happened to 
be almost alone I thought that these circumstances not onl) 
rendered the occasion favourable to present myself before him 
but likewise that they turned it into a duty incumbent upon me 
Landing, therefore, from my boats with my youngest brother 
S&yd-anly qhan I went up, and making a bow at a distance I 
advanced and congratulated him upon the holy day, presenting 


my Nmur at the same time He had the goodness to take It up 
vnth demonstrations of regard seemed overjoyed to see me, made 
me sit down, and after having invited me to his repast, he re 
quested my remaaniog with him henceforward as bU friend 
whether m voyage or m town Immediately after, he assigned 
both to me and to my brother a pension adequate to our ex 
penses, and having ordered the paper to be brought up directl> 
he signed it in our presence so that soon a mutual attachment 
took rise between that nobleman and me (the most inconsider 


able of mankind ) of which mention shall be made in a proper 
time and place Our journey being at an end we amved at 
Bagvangolah where the Governor who could not digest hl« 
having been refused the Government of Aiim-abad and wbo 
harboured still m his heart much discontent against his elder 
brother as well as against his uncle, at once resolved to pass 
the season there and he gave his orders accordingly Never 
theless, ho was softened by his ancle s letters and by the intreaties 
of hia elder brolbcr who came to see him on purpose, and 
reqnested his coming to hve at MSrshSd^abad and to this he 
cemsented at last After tarrying fnU two months there he came 
to the aty and landed in his own palace, which is seated on the 
Baoraty over against thst of Djagat seafs, and from whence he 
^^that ^ house of MirJmbib should bo fitted up for ns 
that Is myself the poorman, Mehdy nessar^han, my uncle, and 
Nlliy-aaly qhan my brother 
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Wc have said that Aaly-verdy-qhan, after his victory over 
the Afglians, was returning to M8rsh8d-abad ; this opportunity 
was seized by S€if-qhan, hereditary Governor of P8rania, who 
conceiving that he had acquired some merit with the Viceroy, not 
only by sending presents to him on his passage on the other side 
of the Ganga, but also by assisting with a detachment of useful 
troops, thought he had a right now to invite him over to him own 
side of the rher, where he had made magnificent preparatives. 
It must be observed, that as he had already invited and received 
successi\ ely, both Hadji-ahmed, brother to the Viceroy, and S^yd- 
ahmed-qhan, his son-in-law, on their occasionally passing up and 
down the river ; and had engaged them to accept entertainments 
at Carangolah, which belongs to the dominions of PSrania , 
he concluded that Aaly-verdy-qhan himself would come over, 
and accept the entertainment he had prepared for him at the 
above place He had set up a number of magnificent tents, and 
prepared a quantity of rich and curious presents ; but these pre- 
paratives were not taken notice of by the Viceroy, who knew 
that the Fodjdar had always paid visits, both to Djaafer-qhan, 
and to Shudjah-qhan, his two predecessors in the viceroyalty of 
Bengal, to both which he thought himself vastly superior, either 
in military talents or in extent of dominions. The truth is, that 
he was not only much superior to them, but also equal, if not 
superior, to any potentate of his time, either in reputation, or m 
real power. He therefore rejected S6if-qhan's invitations and 
offers , he even found so much fault with request, that he was 
heard to say to his intimates, “That although S6if-qhan was a 
“ Lord of the rank of seven thousand horse, and a son of Emir- 
“ qhan, the famous Viceroy of Cab81, yet, after all, he would not 
“ be deemed anything higher or better than a Fodjdar of PSrania ; 
“ and since he used once a year, to comply so far with the rules 
“ of decency, as to come down to M8rsh8d-abad to see Djaafer- 
“ qhan and Shudjah-qhan, and Ser-effraz-qhan, why then does 
“ he not come to see me likewise ? Possibly the gentleman thinks 
“ such a condescendence beneath his rank and dignity." S6if- 
qhan, who was not informed of these sentiments, and who ex- 
pected that the Viceroy would, like his brother and nephew, cross 
over, and accept his presents, sent him an invitation whilst he 
was passing by Taliagary But the invitation, although noticed 

* 
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and even rejpectful, was rejected and the message was answer 
cd in these very words “ If to see me is the whole matter, why 
“ does he not come to MSrsSd abad, as he always took care to 
" do with the former Natems of Bengal ” Sdif-Kjhan on heanng 
this answer, repented of his having <»mo so far, and he retamed 
to PSranla, his capital , where in a little time ho fell sick, and 
his sickness taming to a looseness and flax, he departed this 
world at the beginning of the year one thousand one hundred 
and sixty two He was succeeded by his eldest sodj Faghr eddm 
hossCln qban, who had no talents for government, and no capa 
city for such a charge and be proved as bad a brother, as be 
had been a bad son Tbis man not only took possession of the 
Government, bat also seized onthe family estate which amoanted 
to immense sums that had been accumulating these forty years 
past, and consisted of ready money, jewels of an Inestimable 
valae, gems, and precious costly sta^s AU this he took to 
himself, to the exclusion of bis younger brothers and not con 
tent with that, he snatched oat of their bands even what they 
were already in poisesilon of, leaving them only a small matter 
or what they hid been able to conceal. The Viceroy who was 
I soon informed of all this, and who knew of no office m Bengal 
I adequate to Sdyd-ahmed qhao’s rank and pretensions thought 
of this province, and he obtained the patent ol it from the Court 
I Id n few months be put It in his hands together with the rich 
Qhylaat, and the other insignia that had come on purpose from 
the capital and to render the ceremony more pompons, be 
added from his own an elephant, a serpioh and Djica with a 
caJgbi chaplet of pearls, and a variety of other jewels The 
^jTodjdary of Hoogly becoming vacant by this appointment, lie 
madeapresentof itto_Se^j ed-dOulah appointing Minn Plaren 
a half brother of his, whose real name was Mahtned yar qhan, to 
reside In that province, as Deputy of the young Pnnee a Some 
days after the Governor of PSranu having sent forward a man 

of disbncbon, called Qhadem hosf^in-qhan, to take possession 

of his now Government be followed him self m a little time after, 
and this was at the end of the year He was accompanied by 
nie,-the poor man and by some otfiier persons attached to him all 
^ which wore at the head of two or three thousand horse and three 
or four thousand men. Faqhr-eddln bosam-qhon finding that 
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he had no\^ no otlicr parU left than that of apprehending 1 he hem 
of the Viceroy garment, wrote ihm a respectful letter, where he 
proterred his acquiescence and submission to his pleasure The 
latter now become covetous, wrote him in answer, " That he was 
“ his friend ; and that he had better come over to MSrshSd-abad 
" w’herc’he wished to sec him, and where he might rest assured that 
" a regard would be paid to his ulmo'^t wishes, as his intention 
" was to gratifv him in ever) thing ” Such a letter, which ought 
to have put him upon his guard, on. the contrary inspired him with 
confidence , and like one who b) his unworthy treatment of his 
brother had drawn upon himself the Divine v engeance, he had the 
thoughtlcssncs': to obe) the order, and to prepare ever) thing for 
Ins journev to MSrshSd-abad Else, with the troops and equi- 
pages, and all the means of travelling and defence which he had 
ready under his hand, he might have crossed the Cossd) There 
being no Zemindar in the neighbouring country daring bnough 
to oppose his journey, and even supposing that he should have 
met with opposition, he might easily have got rid of it, by alTord- 
ing a small contribution and then continuing his v oyage But 
the man pursued b) the Divine vengeance for the wrongs he had 
heaped upon his brothers, and as the report goes, upon ev'cn his 
very father, proved so senseless as to set out for MSrshSd-abad 
with a baggage of an immense value , but escorted by a body of 
troops w Inch he had found ready at his hands, and which needed 
only a Commander In coming down he met Sdyd-ahmed-qhan 
by the way The latter w'ho always knew how to behave properly, 
sent his own son, Shaocat-djung, with two or three officers of his 
army, such as Mehdi-nessar-qhan and my humble self, to compli- 
ment him on his journey, and to condole on his father’s death ; and 
it was observed that the young man acquitted himself of Ins com- 
mission with a propriety of behaviour and expression that surprised 
every one The next day Faqhr-eddin came to pay his respects 
to Sdyd-ahmed-qhan, who received him wuth distinction, and made 
him a variety of presents The third day the new Governor 
continued his journey^and by the way he returned the visit , after 
which Faqhr-eddm taking his leave, went on towards MSrshSd- 
abad, while the other continued his journey to PSraniah, where 
we shall leave him for a while as we intend to . speak hereafter 
both of his person and administration ; our business now being 
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with hb thoughtless predecessor, who having left his troops upon 
the Mahanudda mcr against MIncSt, crossed the Ganga, and 
repaired to M8rsh8d-abad, ndiere the Viceroy sent some persons 
of distinction to welcome him at hb landing, and on hb coming 
to pay hb respects, be ordered a quilted Carpfct or Snxeni to be 
spread for him, where ho got him seated and where he corapli 
mented him with Paan, and Ator or Essence of Roses, as well as 
Rose Avater , and, in short, with all the honorific demonstrations 
[of regard customary in India , after which he appointed a place 
[for his residence, or In other words for hb confinement 

Bnt whilst he W'as making thb acquisition, he was losing bis 
Prime Minister, the JR4j R4y4n Ch6in Riy, who now departed 
thb life. He was succeeded by his Deputy, BlrS dat, who was 
ordered to execute the duties pf that high oflBcc, but without being 
permitted to assume the title Thb Ch^ln Riy was a curious 
sort oh a man but so able In his business and with all so loyal 
that he made no account of anything when it interfered with hb 
master s interest In a little time he bad acquired so far his 
approbation and had gained so much over his mind, that the 
persons of the greatest distinction at hb Court, without excepting 
the Viceroy s two sons-In law, were obliged to make interest with 
him, wherever they had a point to carry So that sometimes 
they found it expedient to pay him the greatest deference and 
regard and how high was his credit and Influence may be con 
jectured by thb single anecdote I was once In a closet with the 
Viceroy, where he was conversing privately with hb nephews 
and cousins and where Siyd-abmed-qban having mentioned the 
present Minbter was comparing him to hb predecessor in that 
high office and to hb own private Mlnbtcr No my son replied 
the Viceroy, those you mean were my servants whereas the 
other was no less than my master But after having compli 
mented our readers witfi thb HttJe piece of private history, let us 
return to the thread of public affairs and especially to the Mar 
battahs and to Djano-djI their Prince and General 

Thb Djano-dji after the defeat of the Afghans by the Viceroy 
had been obliged to quit the neighbourhood of Axlm^bad, and 
with a loss of forces and character, to endeavour to fall upon 
MSrsliSd^bad Itself in the Viceroy s absence But having re 
celved by the >vay the news of hb mother s decease, he abandoned 
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hi? resolution, nnd leaving Mir-habib with an army of Afghans 
and Marhattahb, with winch he was to find Ins way towards 
MidnipSr, and to csinbhvh In'msrlf there, he quitted the field, and 
with onK an c^'^.orl, he repaired to N.iigpSr , from wdicncc Rhago- 
dji, his father, ‘-ent his ) ounger son, Bin*ba-dji, w ith a strong body 
of Marhattah hor^c to join Mir-habib. Meanwhile tlie Viceroy, 
as we li 3 \c already said, ba\ mg performed his vows a second time, 
and n turned thanks to the Author of all henefil*. for so signal a 
success, was continuing his journey to M8rsh8d-ahad, in w'hich 
cit) he remained to repose himself of the fatigues of his e\pcditon, 
and to afford some reltasr to the weaned inhabitants of his 
dominions , who in return ne\tr fiiiled lobe profuse in expressions 
of gratitude for the attention and henignit) of lus Government 
And now the coiintr)' commenced enjoying some tranquillity ; nor 
was an} thing to he feared, but from the restlessness of Mir- 
hahih’s and the ravages of his Marhallahs. The Viceroy, who 
had taken upon himself the task of ridding his country of such 
ravage rs, took early occasion to display his victorious standards, 
resolved to make an end of those frcehoolcrs It was in the 
first da}s of the second Rehy in the year 1162 With that view 
he encamped some da}s at Catvva to assemble his troops He 
had beforehand sent Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, Commander of his light 
artillery to Bardevan, vvith^ body of eight tliousand horse and 
foot, and an order to remain encamped there, to the end that 
should Mir-habib attempt, according to his custom, to ruin and 
ravage a country he could not conquer, he might find his passage 
barred up by a respectable force. In a little time the troops 
being assembled, formed a numerous army, and marched to 
Bardevan, On his drawing near, Bahadyr-aaly-qhan drew up 
his troops, and marched back a little to join him, and to pay him 
his respects ; and after a few days he was ordered to proceed 
with his detachment towards MidnipSr , but his troops, gunners, 
musqueteers and horsemen, after marching a little way, stopped 
short, and refused to move forward, unless they were paid their 
arrears , and the foremost of the mutineers was his own Brigade. 
The Viceroy to appease their clamours, sent two of the Lords of 
his Court, Mirza-hekimbeg, and Gholam-aaly-qhan , and these 
noblemen did everything in their power to bring those people to 
a sense of their duty , but all to no purpose. The next day the 
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Viceroy came up, and immedlaJelr repaired to that Commander s 
quarters, with intention to exbnguisb the fire of sedition by poor 
ing upon the flamea the water of persuasion and promises and 
be concluded that by paying down part of their demands, and 
gmng them for the balances assignations upon his own Deputy 
at the city, the money might be provided for before they should 
have time to dispatch their agent to rcceiro it But such pro 
petals availed nothing , and they continued obstiaate m their de 
mand of being paid the whole immediately It was observed that 
Mir afiyl-aaJy an officer of cavalry in Bahadyr aaly qhan's 
Brigade, was so far from endeavouring to put out the flames 
that he did everything to afford them fresh fuel The Viceroy 
incensed at so much insolence, conceived that, rather than to put 
up with such a flagitious behaviour it would be better to put his 
trust in God Almighty, the Succourer of the aflSIcted and with 
one word he broke that whole detachment, resolved to have 
nothing to do with such soldiers after which he advanced to the 
enemy 

This little Incident happened to prove the ruin of that thought I 
less man the discarded Fodjdir of PSrania. On receiving an 
craggerated account of this affair he thoughtlessly imagined that 
all was over with the Vtoeroy whose power was at an end and 
immediately he conceived the design of availing himself of the 
opportunity to effect his escape Ustenting to some favourites 
as light-headed as himsdf he quitted the dty without taking 
leave and without giving notice of bis design he crossed the 
Ganga, and repaired to h^s troops which be had left encamped 
on the Maha nedda , and there putting himself at their head, he 
marched towards P^rantah , but Siyd-ahmed-qhan coralngto hoar 
of this unexpected proceeding soon quitted that dty and putting 
himself at the head of his troops be advanced to oppose him 
and marched two or three stages with that view On this mtcl 
hgcnce Faqhr-eddm felt his courage damped that flash of rcso 
InboD vanished In a moment, and it was succeeded by as much 
trepidation Coming at once to his senses, he sent a respectful 
letter to Siyd-ahmed-qhan, to deprecate his resentment, and to 
request his leave to pass by his array mordertodepartthe country 

Ho was answered, “ That to grand such a permission waJ not 

" m his powei', as it depended on the Viceroy, his unde but that, 
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"in his opinion, it would better for him to return to the place 
" from which he had lately oome.” That senseless faint-hearted 
man on this single intimation, marched back, and stopped at 
Malda, where we shall leave him at present, to return to Aaly- 
verdy-qhan. 

As soon as he had broke that whole detachmen.t of muti- 
neers, he put his trust in the Divine assistance , and continuing 
his march without being intimidated by so great a diminution of 
his force, as left him without a single piece of cannon, he arrived 
at MidmpSr. This arrival gave umbrage to Mir-habid, who had 
cantoned himself there Little pleased with such a neighbour- 
hood, he set his barracks on fire, saw the whole consumed, and 
then retreated with his army The Viceroy on seeing this passed 
the river Cossdy without entering MidnipSr, and he encamped 
on the other side, after sending spies everywhere to take in- 
formation In a little time intelligence was brought that the 
Marhattahs were encamped in a woody tract of ground, on the 
other side of MidnipSr , upon which he immediately ordered 
Mir-cazem-qhan and Dost-mahmed-qhan with some other Com- 
manders to pursue the enemy, and to draw some blood from their 
veins These marched the whole night, and arriving before day- 
break, they fell upon the Marhattahs, sabre in hand , and an 
engagement ehsued, m winch valours actions were performed on 
both sides, until at last the Marhattahs gave way, and retired 
towards Catec with much loss and shame, always flying and always 
followed by the Viceroy, who tired of so hot a pursuit stopped 
at Bylisser-hender, and encamped in that spot. There he learned 
that Mir-habib and Mana-dji with their Marhattahs and Afghans, 
not thinking themselves a match for the Bengal army, had fled 
farther, retiring into the woody mountainous tracts of the Oressa 
The Viceroy continuing to advance, went beyond the river that 
goesbyBadrac and HadjipSr, where he encamped at a place 
called Bara, which is at about eighjteen cosses distance from the 
city ot Catec There he received letters and deputies from S6yd, 
n8r, and Serendaz-qhan and from the Gentoo Deshemdas, three 
officers of Infantry who commanded the garrison of Bara-bhati, 
a fortress close to that city The purport was “That they were 
“ his humble servants, ready to execute any orders he would send 
“them, and that whenever his victorious ensigns should emit 
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' tbcir glorious beams over the walls of that fortress, the gates of 
‘it would be immediately set open, and his humble servants 
' would make haste to kiss the sublime threshold of his tent, as 
“they carried on their hands, and on their eyes, the trappings 
of hdelity and subraisslon “ The Viceroy intent on pursuing 
Mir habib did not pay much attention to such an overture He 
was following him incessantly, and be arrived at last m an 
uninhabited plain of difficult broken ground where the baggage 
having not been able to keep pace with the troops, victuals and 
provisions became scarce and dear TTie country was so Tv oody, 
and the trees so close and so tall, that the vanguard which bad 
marched tome cosses before, was lost, and no intelligence could 
be bad of it for three days together nor on the other band, could 
the troops that composed it leam themselves where their main 
might be The Viceroy concerned at such an incertltade, order 
ed all the kettle drums and trumpets to go out of camp at some 
distance, and to make as much noise as they couId< The expe 
dient sneoeeded , and the troops that had been thought lost 
being guided by the sound rejoined their main so that this 
arrival was celebrated at camp by the whole army as a festival 
I am not unaware that this entrance of Aaly verdy^ban s m the 
woods, and Ids losing hia vanguard there as well as his making 
use of so strange to expedient to extneate bis troops, looks- 
protty singular and fabulous but as it is pretty well attested, 
and I bold this fact from numbers of persons that were In that 
army, I have not thought myself at liberty to pass it over 

It being certam now that no footsteps oould be traced of 
cither Mir habib s Afghans or of Mana-dij s Marhattahi, the army 
marched back and the Viceroy leaving a body of troop* to guard 
the valley that gives entrance Into the woods, put hlmielf at 
the head of the rest which did not amount to more than two 
thousand horse, and marched back with totenhon to surprise the 
olty of Catec as well as the fortress of Bara bhaty Ho marched 
the whole night and the foUowIiig day at about noon he crossed 
the Moha nedda, which flows that place, and suddenly displayed 
the standards of surprise and terror before its walls But as he 
had inarched by tins Ume full sixteen hours, it happened that out 
of two thousand horse with which he had set out, no more than 
three hundred persons could be brought together, when the walls 
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were dibCo\ ered , and these were so overcome with weariness 
and fatigue, that so far from being able to fight, not one of them 
could so much as mo\ e a limb ; and it must be confessed that 
this was a strange conduct indeed, and an egregious imprudence 
in a General so experienced and so wise For had the garrison 
at that moment sent out a ^Ictachnicnt to fall upon those men half 
dead with fatigue, he would ha\c infallibly lost in that single 
day the fruit of so many \ cars’ toil, and of so many victories and 
dangers, his people would ha\e been knocked down, and himself 
W’ould ha\e shared their fate, and forfeited his character for ever. 
But vuch was his good fortune, and such the prcialence of his 
destiii), that the garrison, although, \er> numerous;, had lost their 
wits , and thinking they were surrounded b} a mighty army, they 
proposed to surrender Bv this time the sun being in its meridian 
blazed with such intolerable fur}*, that people dropped down on 
all sides, not one tent being arrived , so that the plain became as 
burning as that of the Day of Judgment, In the afternoon tw'o 
principal officers of the garrison, to ivit^ Se}d-n8r and Derhem- 
dass, came out of the gates, paid their respects, were dismissed 
wuth honour, and then came back wuth promises to bring Sdr- 
endaz-qhan the next morning at day-break, by which time they 
w'ere to leave their gates open, and to surrender the fortress. But 
as the words of the two Deputies were not altogether to be trust- 
ed, he gave order to his guards to put them to the swwd, should 
they fail to'fulfil their promise, and he appointed Seradj-ed-doula 
to see the order punctually executed Accordingly he took his 
post behind a small tent that was just arrived for his grandfather , 
and wuth a number of guards he waited the dawn of that day, 
which was to be the last of those tw^o unfortunate men At day- 
break the two officers made him a profound bow , and then going 
in, they paid their respects to the Viceroy, W'ho entertained them 
with kindness A moment after, appeared Ser-endaz-qhan him- 
self (34) wuth some more officers of the garrison, and he alighted 
from his horse , but hardly had he alighted, than Seradj-ed-doula 
gave the signal to fall upon him The man seeing that his life w^as 
aimed at on all sides, resolved to seirit as dear as possible , and 

(34I This narrative does not satisfy in the original It is lame and full of 
contradictions , and although these have been reconciled as much as possible, still 
it IS lame and unsatisfactory , but such is the text 
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wlthoat losing his presence of mind, he drtw his sabre, and fought 
manfoll), all the while endeavounng to make his \vay io the 
Viceroy hJmsdf Fate opposed his resolatjon , and the man having 
lost a hand, was assaulted by nambers at a time, and fell headlong 
Whilst this was transacting without, the two officers within were 
struck Avith surprise and horror, bnt they were secured by the 
bj-standers, and delivered over to the custody of Kishver-qhan, 
a merciless, relentless Afghan, u ho spared them no hardships 
and took care to turn Ms tent Into a loathsome prison The 
garrison hearing how their officers had been used, refused to 
comply With the agreement and shutting up tbeJr gates they pot 
themselves upon their defence The Viceroy who did not think 
It prudent to lose bis time at the foot of a dead ;vall, appointed 
a number of officers to besiege the place , and he marched up to 
Catec, the Capital of the province These were Mir djaafer-qhan 
and Fakyr-alUh-beg-qhaD,and Radja D818bram, ^v^th some others 
who had just arrived from pursuing the enemy The siege lasted 
fifteen days, at the end of which the besiegers, thinking they 
could resist no more, supplicated Mir djaafer^qban and Radja 
D818bram to mediate some terms for them and these ha\'ing 
obtained that no injury should be done them either In their 
persons or fortunes the gates were opened and the besieged went 
in a body to the quarters of those two officers The Viceroy uho 
had the curiosity to >Islt Ihe fortress marched in with his guards 
nor will the reader be displeased with a short description of 
either that place or the city 

The ground wherein that fortress and the City of Catec are 
seated Is an island sorrouDded by the waters of the Maha nedda 
and those of the Cata djoSrL The parts that are crashed by the 
t^vo rivers are surrounded by a strong wall built with squared 
stone serving as a dyke or mound against their inundations For 
those rivers which are fordable for one half of the year suell so 
much in the rains that the Maba nedda becomes a mighty stream 
of about two cosses (or five miles In breadth) and the Cata*djo8rI 
of half as much But the fortress of Bara bhatl is seated on the 
Maha nedda, and about three cosses In circuit It is built of 
stone brick and mortar, with a great deal of art and a broad 
ditch faced with stone, surroands the whole. But the City 
Catec itself stretches on the lesser river at about two cosses from 
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the citadel The Go\crnor’s palace and the houses of the 
noluhh and principal citi7cns (which in general affect the w'ater 
side, and are mo*:!!} <?cated on the said mound) rising by five and 
ten \ards nbo\e the mound, cut a handsome appearance ; and 
they merjook on lioth sides of the water a fine extensive plain 
that stretches from four to fi\c cosscs around. The horiron is 
bounded In a forest of beautiful, lofty trees tbal extend as far as 
the C) e can reaeh and line the bottom and sides of a chain of high 
mountains that seem to reach the very sky, and this beautiful 
prospect with its triple circle of beauties, is enjoyed by the inhnbit- 
ant'^ the whole year round As that spot of fortunate^ ground is 
surrounded on e\cr} side b) the waters of two rivers, such a 
situation renders it ver\ strong, and should any enem} attempt 
to besiege the place by coming loan understanding with the 
neighbouring Z<*mindar‘:, and the siege should chance to be 
protracted until the beginning of the rainy season, he w'ould find 
it difficult to subsist, and bis convo}S would be greatly at a loss 
how to approach hiscamp But independenth of that, the country 
round this i<;1and, and indeed throughout the whole Oressa. is 
very difficult ground, especially about the rainy season, when it 
becomes so vcr\ intersected by frequent rivers and endlc'ss deep 
torrents, that an enemy would find it impossible to reach the end 
of his journeys The Viceroy* who was abundantly* sensible of the 
consequence of too long a stay, and thought that so much as he 
had done was well enough, reso!%*cd to quit the country at any 
rale , and he appointed an officer of Cavalry called Sheh-abdol- 
subhaii, a plain, simple unqualified man, to fill the office of his 
Deputy in Calcc The reason of such a choice was this * As 
there was a strong report that the Marhattahs w*ere lurking in the 
forest, and would sally forth on the first opportunity, as soon as 
they* should sec the passage from Bengal put an end to by the 
rains, no man of character would choose to accept an office, 
w'hich Avas untenable , so that the Viceroy determined to return 
at any rate, invested the very first man that accepted his invita- 
tion ; w'hilst the man himself who did not dream of such a sudden 
promotion, thought it a good luck sent him from Heaven , and 
doubtless he had an eye to the known verse 

"Dominion, although even for a short time, has still irresistible charmsj' 

Nor IS there any other way of accounting for so strange a 
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promotion Tlie Viceroy bAvIag In this manner nd himself of 
tins affair, ;nade haste to depart, it being now tlie month Assar 
for the rains had already set In by the beginning of the month of 
DjuU, and that too with so mnch violence as well as persevcr 
ance, that not a day passed without nun So that the little streams 
which hitherto had afforded hardly any water, now commenced 
swelling at such a rate, that to get over any single of them 
proved a work of much time and much difficulty In some of 
these indeed the water did not nse above the armpits but then 
it ran with so much violence, that it was impossible to cross over 
At every gtream, and at every crossing numbers of men and 
beasts were constantly lost, as it is expressly mentioned in thos'* 
memoirs left os by YSsuf aaly qban, son to Gholam aaJy qhan He 
mentions bimielf bis having been In this manner stopped short 
by the little river of Termahan, which, although low ran with 
such fury, that for want of boats, they were obliged to cross it 
upon rafts made of pieces of trees and timber supported under 
neatb by whole skins 611ed with wind It is opon such fraiJ 
machines that both men and tents and merecandise were obliged 
to pass Bat the horses and other animals being obliged to swim 
Qvef) hundreds of them were lost at a time He adds tliat at a 
little stream where he had the lospecUon of the passage, he lost 
no less than seventeen horses From this specimen may be 
guessed what rausf have been the loss of the whole army before 
they could reach the Cassii which runs by MldnipSr , and what 
they moat have suffered in crossing that nver, where no more 
than four boats could be procured and where tbe water was deep 
and violent In short, there would be no end to this narrahve 
nor would it answer any purposeto mention that infinity of pains 
which every such little passage did cost infallibly Bat tbe mam 
evil arose from the slippermess and roinnesa of the groand, 
which had rendered the roads so very bad that had the army 
tamed a few days more at Catcc, it would have been impossible 
to reach MSrshSiS abad. 

Whilst the Bengal army was making its way to its Capital 
through so many dfficnlties, Mir babib and hii MarbatUhs were 
emerging from their lurking places in the forest, and falling upon 
the. Commanding Officer at Catec. The latter although far from 
ha\nng forces enough to face a great army, bad however courage 
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enough to fight it No sooner did he hear of thfe enemy’s approach, 
hich happened to be six or seveti days after his master's depar- 
ture, than he marched out to fight , not that he was not sensible 
of the unequahty of his force, but he thought his character at 
stake He therefore charged vigorously, and behaved with a valour 
and conduct that did him a deal of honour, until having received 
six wounds and lost the use of his arm, he was overpowered, 
and taken prisoner This event was announced to the Viceroy 
whilst he was in Balisser-bender Such a reverse could not but 
wounds his pride , but as the season did not admit of returning 
back, the business of revenging his Deputy’s defeat was deferred 
to the next season So that he pursued his journey, and after a 
number of fatiguing marches, he arrived at Catwa, where cross- 
ing over upon a bridge of boats that had been prepared before- 
hand he on the beginning of Rcdjeb arrived at Moti-djil, a palace 
which he had commenced. There he was met by his son-in-law, 
Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, by Hossdin-c81i-qhan, and by number of 
persons of distinction, which were received with honours and 
with presents , and it was at Moti-djiI, that Bir8-dutt, who had 
hitherto succeeded to the Prime Minister or Ray-rliykn, but 
without assuming the title, now received the investiture of that 
high office in a rich Qhylaat, which constituted him Comptroller 
and Superintendent of the Revenue Office 

It was here likewise that the fall of Fahr-eddin-hossein-qhan 
w'as determined His incapacity and cowardice had become now 
So apparent, that his very friends and troops used to quit him 
every day, and to take service with Sdyd-ahmed-qhan at P8raniah , 
whilst himself with his immense baggage, and his riches, immense, 
was spending at Malda the whole rainy season, as if waiting 
what was to happen next The Viceroy who now became fully 
apprised of his imbecility, sent some trusty person to bring him 
over to M8rsh8d-abad, where he assigned him suitable lodgings, 
and a suitable pension, with guards to watch over his person 
So that at one and the same stroke he took possession of that 
immense heap of money and jewels that had been amassing for 
half a century together 

We have said that on H^ider-aaly-qhan's brigade being broke, 
the whole of that detachment had undergone the same fate , so 
that their Commander retired to M8rsh8d-abad, where he had 
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lost his eye sight, aod this misfortune had confined him to his 
house But his broken troops applied to Seradj ed dOuIah by 
whose intercession they were rc-admitted into the semoe The 
command of the artQlery and of the corps attached to it, was 
besto\vTd on that young Prince himself and Sheh zip ollah who 
had been for years together the friend and favounte of Ata-ollah 
qhan, was ravqsted with the Depntyship of that office About 
this time Mehdy neasar-qhaa, my unde, who at the instigation 
of Seradj ed-d5ulah*8 mother had fallen out with Siyd ahraed 
qhan of PSraniah, now made his appearance at MSrshSd abad 
accompanied by Naky aaly-qhan my younger brother byGholam 
reza qhan, son to Mir morteievi qbao, and by some other persons 
of distinction all which he presented to Scradj-ed dflulah, on 
whose mind be soon acquired a complete ascendent The young 
Prince, who had taken offence at bis unde's behaviour this long 
while, and who knew how much Mehdy nesaar-qhan had been 
attached to his father, Zln-^ddin abmed-qban, the murdered 
Viceroy of Azim-abad received him with open arms gave him 
service us well as to all his friends, admitted them to his fnen d 
ship, and assigned them suitable pen8ioiw_^iStfeiiy^es5ar 
gaiqtfd so mach s mind that he 

became his prlndpal favounte, and the daily object of endless 
favours and kindnesses 

Whilst an orage was gathering within Aaly verdy qbon’s 
family a storm was already breaking over tbeOressa. Mir habib 
who bstenod only to the dictates of his jealousy against Aaly 
verdy-qhan's fortune was perpetually tormenting him in every 
manner m his power and having once put op the odious charac 
ter of ravager he gave himself and others no rest, but was perpe 
tually in action forniming countnes which he could not conquer, 
and rendenng miserable people whom he could not bring under 
jubjection He had attached to his person a large body of Mar 
battas and Afghans with whom he was desolating these many 
years all the countnessouth of the Ganga nor did he seem cither 
dred of his ill success or Inclined to submit to his fate To 
dnve such implacable enemies, from his dominions and to deliver 
bis people from such merciless ramgers, seemed Incumbent on 
Aaly verdy-qhan s lofty mind, and be thought so himself For 
ilthough worn down by repeated carapaigns and endless ware, and 
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broken with the infirmities of old age, he was ever ready to en- 
gage m an expedition And first of all, under pretence of a 
hunting match, (a divertissament also which he was very fond of, 
and which is not withoift its utility) he went out and encamped 
at iMehrpSr, betwixt the southern and eastern part of the city, in 
a country that proved so very full of game, that reckoning only 
the deer, there were killed every day hundreds of those animals. 
The poor beasts astonished at the noise and sight of such a multi- 
tude of men, w^ere stupefied with fears, and so confounded, that 
they ran from the bushes and from the plain into the very camp, 
where they ivere taken alive, or knocked down with sticks and 
cudgels After some days spent m this hunting, he turned to 
the south, and marched as far as Catwa, ivhere he encamped to 
assemble his troops. From thence he marched to Bardevan, and 
then to MidnipSr The enemies hearing of his drawing near, 
took to their accursed and wonted custom of hiding their unwel- 
come faces in desert difficult countries ; and they concealed them- 
selves so well that no intelligence could be had of them The 
Viceroy passed the little river Cassky, and encamped on the other 
side , and he resolved at this time to secure the passes so well, 
that his obstinate enemies should find it difficult to penetrate into 
his dominions for the future He therefore determined to pass 
the season at MidnipSr where he ordered hrs troops to barrack 
themselves, and where he gave the Fodjdary of that place and 
country co Ala-c81i-qhan, Commander of Seradj-ed-doulah's bri- 
gade He resolved to send that young Prince toward's Balisser, 
where he heard that Mir-habib had been seen His intention 
in this, was to accustom the young man to face an enemy, and 
to command troops, whilst he afforded some rest to the mam of 
his army , being of opinion that the troops which Mir-habib could 
muster, w'ere not such a force as might endanger his grandson 
or his detachment Seradj-ed-dbulah having sent forward Dost- 
mahmed-qhan and Mir-cazem-qlian to see the enemy’s pulse, 
marched himself after them Dost-mahmed-qban having ad- 
vanced briskly, at day-break found he w'as m the enemy’s pre- 
sence, and he attacked immediately, without waiting for Mir- 
cazem'-qhan, his friend and rival The enemy who dreaded the 
ver}' name of Aaly-verdy-qhan turned about, after having just 
stood their ground for form’s sake ; and they fled as usual, 
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intimidated even bv Dost mahmed qhan a slight attack Soradj 
ed dflulah having pursued the enemy, encamped at Balisser beo 
der and as he had no orders to advance farther, he discontinued 
tbe pursuit 

So ahght a separation from that beloved grandson of his, tvai 
enough to decompose all the gravi^ of Aaly verdy qhan's beha 
viour He doated so fondly on his beloved person that he found 
It hard to be a whole day without his company so that, when 
he found himself depnved of his presence for some days, whilst 
he knew him engaged m a sceoco of trouble and danger he lost 
hiB usnal firmness of mind, betrayed tokens of impatience and 
could not reconcile himself to such a separation To humour 
therefore his bwn inclination and to turn it to some account, he 
resolved to try what could be obtained by marching forwards 
himself, and endeavonng to enclose Mir habib between two fires 
hoping that such a neighbourhood would not fail to afford some 
favourable opportumty to Seradj-cd dflulah or to himself In 
the sequel he repented was apprehensive lest the enemy should 
part the two armies and avail himself of the young Princes m 
experience and inattention to fall upon him and he sent him 
orders therefore to come back and following his own messen 
gcr< he advanced impatiently by long marches whilst Seradj 
ed^dfluloJi himself was on his side lesseoiug the distance The 
two armies joined at Niraliigur and Seradj-ed-dflulah having 
hastened to embrace the feet of bin graadfalber (35) filled the 
old man a heart with inexpressible joy The two armies now 
cantoned themselves at MldnipSr 

This moment of rest seemed to give nse to much heart 
bnroing amongst the officers of the army and to numberless 
divisions and discontents Great dlscovenes were made in the 
finances, as well as in the administration of the army One 
Qhadja-abdol hady-qhan a CabSUan by birth who was an officer 
of Cavalry, although none of the considerable ones came one 
day together with his countryman S6ytl mahmed yeasiol and 
was introduced by Gholam hossflin qhan Superintendent of the 
hall of audience They both represented that he collusion 

, (35) Thb b tb« cdqoctts for meeUog a £ath«r or a fraodfathcr afttr aom* 

almoc*. Ib dtbar can tbt old mans koots axt to be embraced, aod hb fret 
kissed 
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represented ” That if His Highness would accept him £o» Mio 
“ guide, he knew how to carry his victorious troopsj by such 
“ \va>s, as would eiia'-dc them to surprise the Marhatcas in tn m 
“ retieats His pruposal was accepted, ano the Zemnciai 
being ordered upon an elephant, where he was v atched, the tumx' 
marched undei his direction , but on the third dci' of the inarcn, 
It. was found that the Zemindar had plunged a poniard m his oe n 
bowels The man having been sent for, and asiced the “easou 
of his behaviour, he answered, “That having lost his way, and 
“ fearing to be punished for it, he had thought it better to make 
“ away with himself ” This accident disconcerted the Viceroy, 
who unwilling to engage farther in an unknown, uninhabited 
country, thought it seasonable to march back , and he leturned 
— to-Bardeyau,wvhere he took up his quarters in a seat and garden, 
belonging to M anjc-chund, Divan to the Radja of the country 
It \vas , m the most delightful spot which that whole tract could 
afford , and he intended to tarry there, until he should recewa 
certain intelligence about the motions and encampment of tlm 
Marhattas It was in this seat that Mir-djaafer-qhan, who had 
received orders to .quit the city, where le served und^r tlie 
orders of the Deputy-Governor, and then to lepair with his troops 
to camp, arrived and paid his respects to the Viceroy, who 
. received him very ill Since the discovery about the deficmiuie 
in the army, he was exceedingly dissatisfied with the condu( I or 
this officer, who had been this longwhile Paymaster-General of 
_^-the forces The Viceroy after severely reproaching him for his 
shameless malveisations, commanded him to dismiss his owm 
brother, Mir-ismail from the office of Deputy-Paymaster, and to 
appoint Qhadja-jiaddy-qhan in his stead The officer tergivers- 
ed, but at last was obliged to comply with the order 

In a few days intelligence came that the Marhattas hed 
again turned towards MidnipSr , and the Viceroy, whose foie- 
most wish was to engage those ravagers, marched thither directly, 
aftei having, as he thought, dismissed Seradj-ed-douIa_ to M8r- 
shood-abad For it \vas here that this young Prince gave tokens 
of his impatience for reigning, and it was here he endangered 
his grandfather’s life by the deep impression which such a pre- 
cipitancy made upon his mind 

It must be remembered that the poor man’s uncle, the bte 
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Mclidi neiui*qhan, tvai a man of ackaowledgetl merit, espeoall) 
in mllilarj maltcrs, where he was remarkable both for conduct 
nnd peraonal prowess so that few men conld be compared to 
him* After he had lost hit beloved master Zin-eddin-thmed 
•qban by so lamentable a death, be had entertained thoaghta of 
attaching hiratelf toAoly verdy^qban , but finding that the Vice 
roy did not pa} a sufficient attention lo him be resolved to pnsh 
himself in the world in whatever conjunctures time should give 
a rise to or should it pro\e unfavourable, be was resolved to 
lea>e the world altogether, and to thinic only of eternity and of 
hh salv'ation, since after all the end of all uordly things is 
ath 

nil of his plan, he attached himself to Seradj'Cd d6nlah 
^%lH^-ambitioQ he had guessed But hlehdi nesaar^han's 

" so little favour at Court, that this officer 

‘ turn of mind had . i. ^ .c .w . t_ 

- . Mi nt fn ii tt eit fir^/hMrn qjhan that Pnnee 

bemg once in conversation with Aal} 

oho was a clear sighted man observing that he spoke wflj^ 
ranch boldness as he acted became desirous of parting bis giU*-— 
son from such a coancellor However it was in vain for Mehdi 
nesstf-qhao, informed of this resolution bad determined to be 
beforehand with him and we arc certain that be spoke to Seradj 
cd-d6alah id those very terms ' Vour grandfather loves you so 
1 " dearly that he cannot part with you for a moment -and, on the 
“other hand ho has such a mistrust of your years, and of your 
“rising notions about your being Intitled to freedom power, and 
'a partiapaHon of authority that he wishes to keep you totally 
'ignorant of badness so that you may never pretend to dispute 
“ his unll or to aspire at that degree of independence which you 
' are intitled to for by the ngfat of inhentnnce as well as by } our 
“ personal character for capacity you arc above all your relations 
‘ being confessedly the flower of your family and the flam 
' beau (37) of your grandfather's posterity and thanks to God, 
“you are now become a man and have ceased to be a child So 
‘ much submission looks unbecoming at your age, and with your 
pretensions and rights Should you quit the camp and repair 


(37) TbU wn • fl<ttcrin£ aHsalM to Mlrza«metm*d • priocipa] title, vUefa 
wu SfTnsij-dnt“. id at ih* iHaJof toper of tho Empire. Hfa otiier title (bo 
thbfisdbeeo ofllj In hfa chUdhocKl) wmi the Lord SoHIer of the 
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“ to Azim-abad, it would not prove a difficult matter to pull down 
‘^jankiram, a poor Gentoo, \vho is only your deputy, and who 
“ wdll do as he shall be bid. After you shall have produced your 
“ person to the world in that manner, your uncle shall have no 
“ other party left, but that of acting in conformity to your will.” 

Such a speech could not fail to make the deepest impression 
on such a man as Seradj-ed-doulah. He listened attentively 
to the advice, but kept it in his heart for use , and it becomes 
highly probable that some measures were already concerted 
For Mehdy-nessar-qhan, about the middle of the year 1163, re- 
signed the service, and repaired to M8rsh8d-abad, from whence 
he continued his journey wuth a few friends to Azim-abad , and it 
happened at that same time that Aaly-naki-qhan, that younger 
brother of mine, (who am the most inconsiderable of mankind) 
w'ho on some disgust had quitted Sdyd-ahmed-qhan’s service at 
PSrania, to attach himself with a body of two hundred horse to 
Seradj-ed-doulah, now' became equally disgusted with the latter, 
and resigned that service, resolved to repair to Azim-abad likewise 
with intention to seek his fortune at the Imperial Court But 
this resolution Having greatly affected me, w’ho then lived at 
PSurania, w'here I was greatly considered by Sayd-ahmed-qhan, 
but could not bear to part with one to whom I bore so much 
affection, I sent for him to PSrania, and with many intreaties 
I engaged Sdyd-ahmed-qhan to give him service again , and that 
affair ended to my satisfaction Aaly-verdy-qhan was at that 
time encamped at MidnipSr, wffiere not being able to get any 
intelligence of the motions of the Marhattas, he had returned to 
his old cantonments with intention to remain there. For as the 
possession of the Castle of that place seemed to have been all 
along their main object ; and Hdider-aaly-qhan, the Governor of 
it, seemed for want of a sufficient force, incapable to preserve that . 
stronghold from those invaders, the Viceroy resolved to pass the 
season in it ; and having ordered that the palace and other build- 
ings there should be put in repair and even enlarged, he sent for 
his veiled ones(38) from M8rsh8d-abad, and published that the 
army ought to provide themselves with necessaries to pass the 
rainy season in that neighbourhood This order could not fail to 

(38) This IS the respectful and polite expression when a man speaks oF the 
women of another, as well as of his own, 


94 the SfeiR' 

constern both the officers and soldiers, who tired wnth the length of 
tins campaign, expected to return home at the beginning of the 
rainb Thej now lobt the hopes of meeting their fc*mllics this 
year , but )et sobmitted to their fate, and e\ er\ one commenced 
providing himself ^^th a cahott and some covering of thatch or 
straw Some days passed in this manner, every one thinking 
they would now repose for a whole season when at once it 
[•cd* became known that Scradj-cd dflulab after having dispatched a 
short note to Mchdy nessar qhan at \jim abad, to acquaint him 
with bis resolution had set out for that place, carrying no one 
with him, but L 8 tf-cn nessa ( 39 ) a bond maid of his that en 
grossed his affections Putting this young lad> with her mother 
m his o\VD Rutt or covered carnage he bad set out for that 
place, being drawn by an excellent pair of those oxcn( 4 o) 


(jg) Tht* l*dj- U paw Dripgtt MSnhSd abad; and tithopgb oa beinf sarpTb- 
ed »t RadJ>mabl ftoriM jaais After bj Mlr-ca«9e3n<qbAn. tbe *nu ttripped of emy 
tHojf, yet U b certilo that she b reputed rich ead ibe enjoy* • pension from the 
Nlxnnut, tnan tboee English which her lord wsnted to destroy ha a mitt She 
ms 3 t a4at be ceofoanded with fdts/ or toother ftTOurite of SeradjHid 

d&ilahi This Uft bed bees c at*17blbl, ^ a dtnce^l, from whence 

fur eUitnd^tut iud httn fupplU^Ud (end thU wu the expretron need) ti the Cemrt 
M8csh-Sd ebtd, the request being accomptaled by no less than a dnoght of one 
Itcofmpees. She w*s sey* the amorous Cbrotdde, of that Capital, tconopleie 
Indian baanty of that right golden bne^ »o much coreted 11 error that roglo and 
ctf that delicacy of person, which wulgbs only tw* mnd twniy arm, or about fifty 
poondsaToirdupofa J a irrulldebcate woman wUb a cool retreat, bdngthohiwMiw 
* *tfiws* of an Indian. Now ahboagb the womoa of the Prince Seraglio were Irept 
- ^ the moot scrupnlooi attendoo, and SeradjHMWSulah was the most bearutoou 

youth of hb time, yet the Indian bea ty ff II lo lore with the Princo'i brother-lD4aw 
Sdyd mabmed-qhan a rety handsom man, as fair as an European, and of such a 
a beauty <rf features, and itontnesi ofbody as would hare done honor to any company 
b that part of the world. Ho was Introduced MCxttly and two day* after the matter 
tooknint— “AndsoUlai saIdS*T*dh«d-doala,“//>idy»warp«*Anrf “Andwhy 
« eiot P answered the poor woman io despair who at once foresaw her impending fkto 
"that word b^eed might prove a reproach to yonr mother but none to roc lam 
' f< „ by trade.” Shn was »but up b a closet, and the door was walled up and three 

montha after ibfl was found dried np to a skeleton, but not offensive The trans 
lator has sent to EngUnd eeTcral of her poetrafts. 

4o) The translator has seen those oxen, for they were giren two yean after 
brMlr-dJtafer-qhan to M Wats and he had tbe cmleslly to meonre their 
aroibt bulk and height He approached ckse to them and endearocrwl, but In 
vairt. to reach the top of the bunch upon their sboolden with tbe Up of his middle 
fing« wUch fen sbert by full half a foot They srere of the right GSdjraU breed i 
wbto as flocrw and quite gentle and hid cost twrire huudred rupees the couple j 
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that make usually thirty or forty cosses in a day When this 
intelligence was brought to the Viceroy; he was conversing with 
Hussein-cSly-qhan, and Hassen-reza-qhan, and a few othei 
persons of distinction. It would be difficult to describe the effect 
it had immediately upon him His colour changed , his features 
altered , his body shook , his hands trembled ; and without 
speaking a single word, or minding anything else, he got up 
immediately, mounted his Paleki, and only with a small number 
of friends and servants that proved to be at hand, he advanced, 
like one in an alienated state of mind, as far as Divanki-serdi ; 
and not finding Ins darling there, he sent some trusty persons 
forwards who overtook him, and made use of every motive that 
could bring him back Seradj-ed-doulah unmoved by their en* 
treaties, was pushing forwords at an incredible rate Letters at 
the same time arrived from the Deputy-Governor of AlSrshSd- 
abad, mentioning that he had himself run after the young Prince, 
without being able to overtake him , but that those that had, had 
been received very bluntl} having had no other answer than 
these few words If you continue to run after me, I ivi/l make 
away with myself . upon which the envovs had returned much 
confounded at his obstinacy On this intelligence the Viceroy 
seemed to lose his vimnted gravity and firmness of mind , so that 
leaving the command of his army to Mir-djaater-qhan and to 
Rad]a D818bram, he took only his guards with a few' friends, and 
set out for M8rsh8d-abad, going at such a rate, that notwithstand- 
ing the ram, the mire, and the bad roads, he had gained eight 
long stages in four days’ time, and was anived at MSrsh8d-abad, 
having constantly marched from morning till night. There he 
tamed only one day, and he set'out the next morning for Azim- 
abad, having first wrote to Seradj-ed-doulah in the terms of an 
impassionate lovu, wdio supplicated the favour of his shewing 
once more that beloved face of his to an alienated old man, whose 
sole delight in his old age centred in that enjoyment He added 
some leasonings toengagehim to abandon his pioject, but, it was 
in such a condescendingmanher, as might not give offence- The 
letter was ‘delivered to Seradj-ed-doulah at BaghalpSr; and he 
answered it immediately in these words “Your Highness, with 
“ all these demonstration of love, attention and condescendence, 

" is keeping my enemies about your person, and raising them to 



"high dignities and eminent commands, (41) for Instance, 
" HassGui*c8I)*-qhan Whilst I, whom yon say to be your darling, 
“ am kept withoat cither office or employment and am In fact in 
“ a state of deprc'islon and contempt, when compared to him 
“ The proof of which U, that on my returning from Bardevan not 
" one man was at the trouble of coming to my encounter to 
“ receiYC me. To SAyd-ahmed qhan PSraniah has been given 
" in foil sovereignty His brother Neraiish mahmed-qhan is 
“ lording it all over Bengal , but for me there is nothmg In store, 
" but fair words, and careisc** and expressions of love nor has 
_ ' anything been done for me, that might raise ra) character or 
“ increase my Inflaence or give me some importance in the ty cs 
‘ of my relatio'ns-and friends, or in the estimation of the world 
* and now that laifr^ing to take possession of my father’s 
^estate lam forsooth toEVwol^ oot I advise yonr 

“ Highness to beware of advan^JjJarther for the consequence 
“ of a step of that nature may 

“ fall into my Up or my own shall be made fast to your elephant s 
foot So animated an answer, altboogh given only verbally 
was repeated with exactitude and Seradj^ed dSulab having 
ound It jost coQtinaed hit fligbt The answer being faithfully 
reported to the Viceroy, it made a most unexpected effect He 
on a sudden became easy in his mind and he" betrayed several 
tokens of satisfaction and joy but when the messenger came to 
the last part of bis message, the old man broke his silence, and 
conld not held screaming out 3fy htad in his lap > or at hts 
Elephant s foot * It ts tka utmost wuk of my heart As to hts 
head kav didst thou dare you fellow to meytiion it in my 
presence tn this manner f This said, be wrote another letter, 
full of the most tender expressions, and such as he thought 
capable of softening the young mans mind, and he sent It 
immediately by an express. TTils letter contained the most 
“ passionate expostulations with the humblest excuses and It r' 
" ended by a request to think better of an old man s tenderness, r 
“ and moie scnonsl^ of his own resolution, as well as of the er-, ^ 
” rnneons conceptions he had Imbibed. My dearest one,” said he,) j 

(41) \nton numk*, 1 # tbasa he beld *3 ndi were Ho»Sl>>cSI^lten, nodjl 
In the eeqttl becked to pieces; but hfa jfrtat tirewj wu hk' I 
own node ooce VIcercy of Atim^ibtd, md now of FSmalt / 
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‘ you complain without leal foundation , and you have enoneous- 
"ly conceived the very reverse of wliat has been all along my 
intention for }ou Hear then my humble petition It is in 
these terms Command to my dominion';, and to all the world, ' 
“ besides. It^ IS the utmost aim of my schemes, and the only ' 
“ scope of my fond wishes.” At the bottom of the letter, he 
added these four verses in his own hand . — 

' The wamor uho goes alone into the field in quest of martyrdom, 

“ Unaware that the martyrs of the field of love suffer still more than he 
“ Runs the risk of hearing at the Day of Judgment his own condemnation in 
these words 

“ Tu'o lovers liebiiried here , the one slam by the foe, the other killed by love " 
But uhilstthe Viceroy was endeavouring to reclaim his grand- 
son, and to urite love letters, the latter was pu->hing fonvaids , 
and he was already arrived at Ghy^sspfii, from whence he foi- 
warded a Icttei to Mehdi-nessar-qhan, to give him notice “that 
“ trusting to his promises ho had quitted the Royal state, he 
“enjoyed in Bengal, to come so far, and that he expected now 
“ that he would be so good as his word, and would come in the 
“ state and manner agreed between them ” It must be obsei ved 
that Mohdy-nessar-qhan had already and before the arrival of 
the letter, embarked Ins family and furniture in boats which he 
intended to dispatch to GhazipSr, his intention being to exert 
himself to the utmost, if Seiadj-ed-doulah should come , and if he 
should not, then he was resolved to take his servants and friends 
with him and to repair to Sliah-djehan-abid , for he doubted 
in his mind whether Seradj-ed-doulah would act up to what had 
been agreed to between them or could undertake such a mighty 
enterprise, and such was he in his temper of mind, when the 
, letter in question came to hand On seeing which he sent for 
the poor man’s mother (a lady whom he considered as his own), 
and to whom he bore the tenderest respect, with the most filial 
attachment , and he shewed her the letter, informing herofSeradj- 
ed-doulah/s ariival, and requesting her opinion The lady as- 
tonished At what she heard, answered in these terms, winch do 
’ ‘so much Honor to her understanding “ Brother, you will never 
‘j“be able co cope with Aaly-verd^qhan , and although the man, 

“ who commands here, is only a Gentoo and a writer, nevertheless 
he is h|s deputy , and with the force he can muster, he will be 
, “ able to reduce a hundred such ones as yourself As to Seradj- 

a M VOL. II.— 13 



“eddSulah he 13 Aalj verdy-qhsn'# grandson and the grand 
“ father Is doating upon bitn Hla coming so far will do him nt 
"great harm they ^ill ]om again, and become one again Iib< 
' sugar and milk that ha\'e got a slight almmermg , nor shall you 
“ be found to have done much more than to have sought your onr 
" death to no purpose at all Your boats are these many dayi 
" ready Embark your consort and your daughter, and dispatch 
"them immediately and as to yourself, get upon a fleet 
" horse, and disappear from hence." This was a salutary advice 
but Mchdy nasser-qhan retained already by the point of honor, 
and controuled by the strong hand of destiny, constantly ansiver 
ed the entreaties of that sensible Udy only with these words 
//ad not Seradj ed dSulak ceme so far / should be gone 
and / roas ready toga, but now that he \s armed I cannot 
retreat without losing my character and without exposing 
myself to the reproach of pusiUantmxty and ungenerousness 
After suck a desertion / will never be able to bear the sight oj 
my acquaintances As to the rest ^ if / am to life and we are 
able to turn away this Benga/ly writer, Aaly verdy-qhan shall 
not rHeddle t.ith ns , nor shall dominion and sovereignty escape 
our hands and if my time draws to an end, then / must sub 
mit nor is it an nnknown adage, that whoever is to be buntd 
in the moining will never sleep tnkis bed tha/ evening After 
baviDg said 50 much, he took bb Bnal resolution, embarked his 
famil)* entrusted my mother with some jewels and some vessels 
of gold and silver (which he destined to his daughter), and quit 
ting hi* house he set out at the dawn of the davto meet Seradj 
ed^Oulah whom be found at the town of GhyksspBr called 
Bar and after a short conference be dispatched letters 
name as well as m his own to the officer* and Commi; 
siding at Deber buoffB and on the northern shore of it 

inviting them under great promise* to come oveLj^g 
Serai'j ed dOuIah Ho wrote to aotnc other persons ^ [t 
and there was a probabilit> of hla being shortly at the IdemefS, I 
arm} for letter* were comm^ from_i90St 0/ them in the 

were professing their rcadyrtjf 4o embrace hi* party gajdhc.t 

nouncing their departure^ This much Is certain, thatl — 1 

that had already tfiarched, were obliged to go bade oipban, aad) 
that Mchdy ncs*ar qhan was dead, and that the undert^™ 
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miscarried , for Mehdy-nessar-qhan had such a talent for engag- 
ing people m Kis interest, and such a command ovei the hearts 
of military men, that there was no doubt of his being able to get 
himself followed ; nor do I remember to have seen or heard that 
he had been at any time surpassed oi even equalled by any one 
in that important qualifioation. After the conference with my 
mother he took up his abode in Djaafer-qhan’s garden, where 
Seradj-ed-doulah was already ; and that spot was soon resorted 
to by the inhabitants of Azim-abad, and all the persons of note 
from- the neighbourhood. And now a message was sent to 
Djankiram, the Deputy-Governor, commanding hit> attendance. 
The man was stunned by the message, and he fell headlong in a 
sea of astonishment and incertitude “ To pay Seradj-ed-ddulah 
“ a visit, might be found fault with by Aaly-verdy-qhan, who 
“ would object that government and sovereignty did not admit of 
“ such complaisances and suoh submissions , and to stand upon 
“a defence, in which Seradj-ed-doulah might come to any harm, 
“ would prove an irremissible crime for which no circumstances 
“ and no plea of necessity would avail with so impassionate a 
“ lover as Aaly-verdy-qhan, who would not fail to put him to 
“ death , the old man’s doating fondness for the young Prince 
“ being of such a nature, as admitted of no regard for any thing 
“ else.” At last he took to the expendient of sending a shrewcT 
man to sound the ford ; and this was Mustapha-c81y-qhan, a 
brother of Seradj-ed-doulah’s father-in-law This nobleman was 
requested to examine Seradj-ed-doulah’s disposition, and to dis- 
cover what were his real intentions. Mustapha-c81y-qhan paid 
his respects, and commenced discoursing on a variety of subjects 
— y|».e^voung Prince had been warned beforehand by Mehdy-nessar- 
the poor messengers that would be sent 

and to admit them in his presence, lest they 

attachmer^® to discover his real intention, and to discourage their 
ed-doulah^^ coming in 
: tonished a^^ipatie^o 
* ^ 'so much conoealing a secret, disc losed it at once to Mustapha- 
“be able (**6qu6sting him at the same time to bring Djankiram 
(( ^vhocor^ envoy, who was an able, well spoken man, immc- 
” he IS to comply with his pleasure , and he was dis- 

u {.Q^th regard and honor By one of those strokes of 


person. Seradj-ed-doulah, who both 


irai imbecility, was 


S 
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dcstin), It happened tlmt when Mustflpha qhan was introduced 
Mchdj nessar qhan \va5 out, and intent upon some business, so 
tliat this nobleman uliosc very admission he wanted to prevent 
went auaj quietly after a long conference Muslapba qhan being 
gone in this manner gave foil Inforraation to Djaukirum, and 
the latter who was preparing to wait on Scradj->cd dOuIati now 
ordered the gates of the city walls to be sliut up and guards to 
be stationed everywhere whilst himself took his post in the 
castle This intelligedc^, was ni sooner bronglit, than Seradj ed 
dduJab, who nas incapable of dissembling or of containing him 
self wanted to sot out Immediately to get the gates opened and 
to rub that Gentoo s ears (for such was his etpression) being 
abundantly confident that no one would dare to Gre at him or 
even to touch his person Mchdy nessar qhan represented “ that 
'gates were not to be opened in that manner nor fortresses to 
‘ be token by sixty or seventy men and that the whole depend 
cd on his taking patience a few days more, when he would have 
‘ an army at Ids command ThH rational observaMon served 
only to precipitat'* matters That foolish vonng m to who bad 
no discernment enough to distinguish between a proper and an 
improper cnocneaf and betwixt good aod bad advice answered 
bluntly It is upon your vfordt and your proTiises I have parted 
wUh an Empire or at least with the Royal state / enjoyed and 
am come so far and you vant nov to skulk from a little fighting f 
Mchdy nessar-qhan who had never been of such a temper as 
to put up with reproaches lo that style replied with warmth and 
spoke in these words Had you listened to sober counsel you 
‘ would not have admitted Into your presence people that came 
‘ to sound your intentions nor would you have all at once., 
' Informed them of your secrets Now informed they arc The 
' game has escaped out of your net, and has escaped because you 
“ have opened the net yourself The Gentoo is now put upon bis 
‘guard and now after all that, you with only these sixty or 
seventy men that are about your person (all of whom surely 
' cannot be men of valour and capacity) you want no less than 
‘to take castles and to conquer provinces ? Absurd 1 In two 
or three days, at most, numerous troops will be flocking to you 
‘ from all parts, and then it will be time to think of bringing this t 
‘ affair to the conclusion which you wish ” To all this that 
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Ignorant, impiudutiL >oung man answcied nothing, but the very 
worcK he had ahead) uttered , and iMehdy-nebsar-qhan unwilling 
to rf trial on one hand, and convinced on the other that matters 
weic hiking a dc.^'peratc turn, at once took his resolution and 
icsobed to die Accordingly he put some affairs in oidci, passed 
the whole night in prayers and in recommending himself to the 
diNinc more) , and at day-break he displayed the standard of 
plow ess So that at the head of his sixty men, he advanced to 
take the fortress of Azim-abad This event happened at the 
end ul Rcdjcb, or in the beginning of Shaaban, in the )cai 11C3 
of thi Ucdjra. 1 his handful of men was then at the eastern 
gau , and as the w’all of that part appeared steep, and thronged 
wnlh armed men, he, under pretence of going to MSit the monu- 
ment of his dear mabter, Zin-cddin-ahmcd-qhan, mounted the 
}oung Punce upon his own horse, and adranced thither on foot, 
inclining towards a small gate that does by the name of the Wicket 
of the Begum's quaitcis Bui as that part, although somewhat 
low'cr, was likewise found guarded by armed men, especially by 
those commanded by the Gentoo Mehta-djesvent-nagur. a relation 
of Radja Dia-bahadyr, an engagement took place, and a firing 
commenced fiom the w’all. Mclid^-nessar-qhan having placed 
Serad] ed-doulali w'lth a few men in a particular spot at the foot 
of the rampart, where he was under cover and safe, w'ent himself 
with the rest, and proceeded still by the foot of the w'all, looking 
out for some easier ascent (42) j and having found one at last, he 
got over iL W'lth most of Ins men slightly w'ounded, and even 
W'lth an anow lodged in his owm arm Some others, like Emanet- 
qhan, w'lth a few more, got in by a water-course, that had been 
enlarged by the ram , and having opened the gate from w'lthin, 
they introduced Seradj-doulah with the few men that were 
with him , so that this particular part of the city-w'all w'as eva- 
cuated by the garrison , and the way into the city was left open 
and free Mehdy-nessar-qhan with aDajma upon his person, and 
a sabre in his hand, was advancing on foot m a menacing postuie 
at the head of his friends, who were followed by Seradj-ed-doulah 

(42) It must be observed that the wall being only of earth, and the immense 
rams that fall every year having greatly damaged it in a country, where they never 
think of repairs, but at the last extremity, it was no very difficult matter to find some 
easy ascent '' 



103 


* THE SEJIR 


mounted upon Mclidy ne«5ar qhan s horse nor did he meet with 
nn) obstruction in Ins w-a), until he found himself at the gate of 
m) mother a apartment, over against Hadji gundj betwixt which 
an^ the Begum's quarter the ground U full of housea There 
Djankirain made Ins appearance with all tlio apparatus of war 
He was mounted on his elephant, preceded by some field pieces 
and rockets and a large number of men but notwithstanding 
that appcxrance of firmness ho looked like one apiaied and 
confounded and in dread of what might happen Hassen aalj 
qhan mth his body of troops preceded him and the two parties 
met about the chock or market place, famng the castle gale 
His people could not amount to less than four thousand men 
besides the gamson spread upon the walls On sight of this 
Emanet qhan, one of Mehd} nessar-qhan s friends hnd follow 
ers a m'fti of great courage and prowess brandished his spear, 
and spurrlug his horse, he threw himself amongst those that 
followed Hossiin aaly qhan and had formed a line extending 
soutliwards betmrt the castle gate and the market phee But 
not one of tlio>« men had the coarage to face that warrior They 
allga\ewa) at once and sknlkiog lo the shop and behind 
the stalls they were firing upon him from under cover The 
man like a courageous lion that has gut amongst a herd of 
timorous deer, was now falling upon one and then rushing upon 
auoUier until some one getting upon the top of a house or 


into some other lofty part took aim leisurely and shot him la < 
the head and that brave man falling from his horse, spent his 
life honourably in the field of braves Just at this time Mehdy 
uessar qhan was advaridng still at the bead of his small troop j 
and numbers of the enemy who know him pcrsonall) wereN 
calling out to him to have pity on himself and to forbear ad 
\'anaag Some of his people were making the sim entreaties 
but these words served only to raise hU anger and turning to 
th^se latter he answered These words of yours do not suit 
my cxrcitmsUnces at present Let any one of you who loves fue 
better than ht does himself sUp forth and march before me It 


must be observed that whilst Emanct^jhan uas engaged Miri 
medal begh the Decanian seeing his fnend s danger called ov 
to his two sons and to hi» son in law to follou him and spur 
nug h« horse direcUy, he advanced to his aisisUnce with two 
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01 ihrct. more . but before lie could come up liinanct-qnnn was 
alrcae^ slam,— and himttlf after lia\ing done much execution 
both ntth liis spear and tlien with his sabre, was shot dead fioin 
a house , ‘^o (hat his sons and son-in-law '■eeing iuin fall, fled 
!rom that scene of slaughter, but having in then flight mixed 
with the f( n that wore with Mchdy-ncssar-qhnn, they bore dowm 
Ihtir ranks, and onmmunicated their own fears, -o that thes< 
also commenced skulking about and dispersing -Vsthcsticet 
was narrow, and it could not hold more than si\ hordes in front, 
the five or six runawa)s, by running full speed amongst them, 
made them give awa) , and some of these avadcvl tlumiselves of 
I he -shelter afforded h) houses and shops Mehdy-iicssar-qhnn 
being tlwn clo-e to the Colval's Chabotra or trilmn.il, got in a 
shop , and .as soon as liic runawav s were gone, he come out again, 
with his sabre in Ins hand, and continned advaming, but b\ this 
lime one half of hl^ followers h.id disappcan^d , and the rct.1 dis- 
tenhearedbv the flight of Medar-beg’s sons, and hv the desertion 
it had occasioned, were hardly to be kept together, and the) 
often turned about to look behind At the heels of the runawa)s, 
arrived Mchta-djcsvent-nagur, armed and quilled {43), and a^he 
knew' Mehdy-nessar-qhan (icrsonally, he called out to him ” M} 
'* Lord Qhan, ) ou have got over the wall at the spot w here 1 com- 
“ manded, and have of course occasioned a stain upon my charaL- 
‘ ter , but still you are my acquaintance and friend Why do 
"you expose ) ourself in such amanner? It i*, not too latt* yet to 
"be gone For God’s sake, begone directly, and liv(‘ ” These 
uords seemed to excite both a smile and some poovislmess m 
Alehdy-nessar-qhan He answered with warmth Pray, what 
* do you mean, Mi Mehta, by such counsels, and so much cm e of 
me at this time ^ You and I aic now foes to one anatho 
After haung said so much with a deal of warmth, he recollected 
himself, and added these two verses of the poet 

" Stand forth now with whatever thou canst muster of manliness and coura/je, 

" Rrandish thy sabre, thy poniard thy battle-axe, and thy spear 1 ” 

( 13) "Military men in India, thatis, as many as-can afford it or are willing wear 
a variety of euirasses, of cotton, raw-silk, and also of steel (these last are made up of 
four pi' ces sliding upon each other) But common soldiers wear an ample surcoat 
thick qniltcd with cotton, that descends as far as the knees These coats deaden the 
stroke of a sabre, embarrass the point of an arrow, and above all, keep the body 
cool, b; intercepting the intensenesa of the rays of the sun, which then diverge, and 
cease to burn and to enflame 


A singi 
combat 
tviccn t' 
noblemi 
equally 

and bra 

# 


104 


THE SEIR f 


This answer overcame Mehta djesvent s reluctance He 
bore in the uorid a great character for both v'alour and bodily 
strength, and finding himself challenged, and fais character at 
slake, he vi^s, against his own Inclination obliged to stand forth 
but, however, to bnng matters upon a par he quitted his horse 
and spear advanced on foot, and engaged Mehdy nessir qhao 
on seeing him within reach gave him a violent stroke on the 
neck which was parried only in part and this was the time to 
finish him with another stroke but his vigour was supported by 
none of his people else, it U indubitable that had Djesvent 
nagur been slain, the enemies would have been stutk with terror 
ns the} were already looking behind nor had Mehdy nessar 
qhan's people anything more to do than to move to his assisLance 
m which case there is no doubt but the enemy would hav<, given 
way But none moved so far were they from snrh an exertion 
that whilst Mehdy nessar-qhan was actually engagi d be was 
observed to look back andtosa^y^ a ouf hihd net frpe^^ 
that from thee Whilst the two oimbatants were advancing 
against each other (and this waa close to a spot called the Hadji s 
comer) one Mir ashruff and officer of note and a great friend of 
Mehta djesvent s, came out of a door close to M'-hdy ne^sir 
qhan s left, and he called out to that hero advising him to retir 
The otlier having not only answered m an angry tont an I with 
foul language but also forbidden him to commingn-ar If he valued 
his owm life the man shocked at the tone and expression fell 
back a little and taking a arcult, became suddenly behind and 
gave that hero a back stroke of his sabre upon both legs which 
threw him on the ground aod then only that heroical man whose 
head deserved a Crown then only was he finished by Mehta 
djesvent On sight of this Seradj ed dOulah whowa a rank 
coward turned bnddle and fled full speed taking to the street 
that lead to Mastapba-cflly-qban s lodgings an I his people at 
the same time sheltered themseves every one into some comer 
At a little distance behind Mchd> nessar qhatrfell two or thret 
persons, much wounded with roosqaet balls amongst whicli wr^-i 
one Mina sanghy, a descendant of one of the saints revered by 
S6if-qhan and he accompanied that brave man into the regions 
of eternity Mohta^jesvent, although much wounded and with 
the blood streaming from his cheek and neck accompanied rather 
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than pursued Seradj-ed-doulah to Mustapha-c8Iy-qban's lodgings, 
being fearful of Aaly-verdy-qhan's resentment , and this noble- 
man hearing of the Prince’s coming, advanced on foot out of his 
gate, and received him with great/respect, sparing nothing either 
in personal attendance or in anything else, that might render 
his "abode agreeable So that Mehta-djesvent haMngs-^^en flu 
Prince safe, recommended him to the Qhan, and leturned to his 
lodgings As to Mehdy-nessar-qhan’s body, now lying lifeless, 
Djankiram had the meanness to order that high-born head of 
his to be severed from the body, and the latter to be hung at the 
eastern gate , but on a representation from some officers of his 
own troops, he gave leave for its being taken down, and then 
purified, and inhumed with the accustomed rites and decence 
The valorous and unfortunate S6yd was buried m his glorious 
father’s*monument, which is in a corner of Longola, where also 
they buried, but without the monument, the few men that had 
fallen by his side ^ 

Verse 

“ Such IS the end of everything in this world , such it is 

May God Almighty’s forgiveness rest upon him , and may 
he have obtained a place amongst his pious and intrepid ances- 
tor’s ' Amen Djankiram having seen Mehdy-nessar-qhan dead, 
and heard that Seradj-ed-doulah Avas safe, tliought he had come 
m the world a second time , and like one that had recovered a 
new life, he went into the castle, and there sat in all the pride 
of success and self-applause 

Whilst all this was happening at Azim-abad, Aaly-verdy- 
qhan was arriving about Bar, all the while in the most excruciat- 
ing fears about what might have befallen the object of his love 
He had made haste with all the impatience of an impassionate 
lover , and his heart fluttered like a moth at the near approach 
of the flame emitted by that beautious face of his beloved one 
Arrived at Bar, he learned what had hapoened . and now com- 
mencing to respire with freedom, he scut Seradj-ed-doulah a 
message full of love and tenderness This was carried by Seyd- 
assed-ollah-qhan, a nobleman of consequonf e who had accom- 
panied the Viceroy in this voyage The Qhan who was a man 
of sense, executed his commission m a mannci that sootiied and 
gained Seradj-ed-doulah's mind, hitherto much alienated from 
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his oncic, and the young Prince expressed a desire of seeing hu 
venerable ancestor The IntcUigcnoe overponrered the old man 
on hearing that his darling bad set out on his journey be lost 
hfs usual temper of mind, and betrayed all the levity of the most 
youthful joy and the most anmly cxultition , and matters came 
so far that this moantaio of seriousness and gravity became as 
light and as unsteady as a feather exposed to the wind So that 
he betrayed such signs of restlessness as surprised every one of 
those that knew him this longwhile. He was endlessly speak 
^ ing of his beloved j and tehere ht might be novs and how far 
1 he night have advanced this evening and where he might be to 
f morrow , nor was anything else to be had from his mouth Bat 
ulien he beard that the yonog man was amving hfs exultation 
overleapt all b6uads Unable tg contain himself any more he 
ordered the wall of his tent yard to be thronn down, that he 
might desfry from afar the object of bis lore and as soon as 
he san* his Paleky set down he prostrated himself on the ground 
to acknowledge his amval as a special favour from the Almighty 
Seradj-ed ddalah haring drawn near alighted and mtrchlng with 
a quick pace (44) he hastened to throw lumselfat hl<i grandfather a 
feet The old man threw both his arms roood his neck and 
drawing him to his bosom he kept him close to it for a length 
of time with all the emotions of thi most enthusiastic tender 
ness after uhicb he prostmteS^^mself agnia and telar/ieti-fh-- 
Jottg thanksgiving for so signal a benefit A moment after ho 
made him mount with him, and proceeded to thr city of Aiim 
abad where amongst throngs of a multitude that loved his person, 
and were attached to his family, be alighted at one of those build 
mgs raised by Seradj ed ddulah 8 father on the shore of the 
Ganga, and ho tst on a Mesoed there giving audience to all 
comers Bnt as Seradj-ed ddnlah continued incensed against 
Djankiram for what he called his boldness, and for what the 
other had been forced to by the duties of his sUtion Aaly \ erdj 
qhan himself took the part of an intercessor and sent him to thi 
young Pnnee, with injunctions to implore hfs forgiveness Th( 

<44l Gr rftj brfort on# • SoT«lpi Bud Lord would b dflera#d Indecent la tii 
T*rt rUnnotofi whW» the MafhoU hare Imported « to India) and to-day H' 
tna on approacb tb. ToririA Emperor but with « bfl*k pace and al.0 In 
*0 « to appear JUs nldi*r 
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young Prince out of regard to his grandfather’s intercession, 
received him with condescendence, and dismissed him with 
honour This reconciliation having pacified eveiy one, and there 
appearing no reason in the world for tarrying in those parts, the 
Viceroy, whose thoughts were now engrossed by his army, which 
he had left at MidnipSr, under Generals which he did not trust, 
resolved to return immediately , and he therefore sent for Djanki- 
ram,, gaVe him a dress of confirmation, and taking Seradj-ed- 
doulah with him, he set out for M8rsh8d-abad, But the old man 
who had hitherto been a prey to all the agitations of a distract- 
ed mind, was now seized by a hot fever, which in a few days 
rose to an alarming height , nor was there in those party any 
other physician of chaiactei, but Doctor Tadj-eddin, who imme- 
diately received orders to accompany him , and he did not spare 
his care and attendance Aaly-verdy-qhan impatient to reach 
the end of his journey, was hastening down the river by boat , 
but as none was so well acquainted with his constitution as the 
honourable, the illustrious and respectable Doctor Haddi-qhan the 
Hashemite, neveu to that seal and complement of Doctors, the 
reservoir of physicial and philosophical learning, the Galen of 
his time. Doctor Oluvi-qhan , he sent a trusty person to request 
his attendance , and that illustrious Qhan having immediately 
set out, overtook his noble patient at Radjemahl, where he so 
sedulously applied all the strength of his art to that important 

4 

cure, that he prevented the fever from doing more mischief, and 
kept it under controul , in so much that the Viceroy arrived at his 
palace in the height of his distemper. But such was his confid- 
ence m his physician, Haddy-aaly-qhan, that he left entirely in 
his disposal everything that could pertain to the use of simples 
or compounds, resolved to do nothing without consulting him , 
and it must be acknowledged that this Plato of his time was en- 
dowed with a breath as healing as that of the Messiah, (45) and 
had not his equal in the art of administering remedies and restor- 
ing health In a little time the Prince’s distemper took to its 
decline, and he recovered apace After his recovery, that lover 

(4S) The Mahometans have such a high opinion of Jesus Christ, whom they 
believe to have preached nothing else but pure Mussulmanism, that they say that 
dead corpses that happened to be within reach of his breath, a»- once rose into 
existence and received life again 
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the rfamp thron-n upon the spints of the xirmy by the very report 
of their invincible master b illness that this same armj was now 
thought unequal to the txstc and althoufi:h ancolar letters had 
been sent everyuhere to announce his recovery still they were 
thought both by fnends and foes to be no better than so many 
contrivances, and so many strokes of pohey to conceal the real 
state of things It was from such a cause that the troops could 
not be brought to face the enemy with their wonted alacrity 
and the same cause had rendered bolder and adventurous an 
enemy, who ascribed this backwardness to some other origin 
Suchastate of things rendered AaJy verdy-qhan stlllmort* anxious 
to mske his appearance in the field Weak therefore as he was 
yet, and feeling still the remains of his illness, be put himself 
at the head of a numerous body and marched to MrdmpSr 
■aoj whilst Radja DSISbram and Mir djaafer-qhan advanced from that 
2la town to meet their lord in the plain of Bardevan, where they 
had the honor to kiss hif feet It was in the year 1164 And 
■c»t as the Marliattas on the strength of the Aaiy verdy qhan s illness 
bad advanced to MidoipSr that Pnnee who always xnsfied for 
an opportunity to engage them marched up to them and the 
two armies meeung an engagement took place when the 
enemies according to their rooted custom, fied and left the Prince 
master of the field of battle The freebooters unable to stand 
the bmnt of troops accustomed to break their ranks took to 
flight and taking a circuit they retired into the bills and woody 
coimtnes that stretch along the west of Bengal The Viceroy 
pursued but as soon as he bad approached near enough to come 
to blows, they fled again still pursued and still flying nor did 
the Bengal array afford them time to take breath or to stand 
awhile* At last the Marhsltas tired with so obstinate a pursuit 
faced about, and returned mto the Oressa by the country behind 
the hills whilst Aaiy verdy qhan draappointed w bis parsatt 
but resolved to root them out of the country postponed his ^ 
expedition to the next year and wrtb his vjetorious troops took , 
the road to M8rsh8d abad, and encamped at Catwa. / 

Thu retreat afforded Mir habib and the MirbaiU General* | 
leuure to consult together on the state of things so as to bej 
Vftary of a warfare that had lasted already so many years oithoT 1 
producing for them anything bnt continual toil and endle.^ lossr fF 
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" They observed tliat il had served only to mure Aaly-vcidy-qhan’s 
“ troops to hardship and to victory , and at last they concluded 
“ that instead of spending their strength in such fruitless cam- 
” paigns, it was Better to come to some terms with the enemy 
“And as on the other hand, giving up totally their pretensions on 
"theOressa, and abstaining totally from their views upon Bengal, 
“ seemed dislionourablc to Rhagodp-bhoslah’s dignity, it was 

h 

“ thought proper to submit the matter to AalvM erdv-qhan himself, 
“ under certain conditions ’’ fn consequence of this resolution 
Jilir-habib sent some trusty peisons with a message to Mir- 
djaafer-qhan, V ho transmitted the same to Couit in a pioper style 
and at a proper moment The Viceroy, accustomed to success 
and Victory, thought it hard to admit such conditions, but yet he 
submitted to them on a variety of reason*: “ The declension of 
“ his health, and the necessit}' of consulting, aboi e all, the ease 
“ and tranquillity of his dominions, required such a sacrifice at 
“ his hands He considered that he vas now in the seventy-fifth 
“ years of his age, broken with the fatigues of ten lepeated cam- 
“ paigns against the Marhattas, in which time he had also fought 
“ mighty battles with Mustapha-qhan, with Shimshir-qhan, and 
“ Avith some other Afghan Commanders, whose vanquished troops 
“ had only served to increase the numbei of his enemies That 
" this latter by a warfare which consisted in avoiding all decisive 
“ engagements, and in burning the -villages, spoiling the harvest, 
“ and slaughtenngthe husbandmen, had contriveda way of manag- 
“ ing so as to render his very victories equal to so many defeats 
’ “ Lastly, the inhabitants of the south of the Ganga, exhausted 
I “ with eternal' ravages, and yearly migration, panted after some 
1, “ release from their toils, and wished to live henceforward in 
' “safety, and in a freedom from endless apprehensions in their 
“ homes ” To all these motives may be added that his own 
1 anclmation was now for peace “ He pronounced a sentence of 
' “ the Coran relative to the subject, and wrote to Mir-djaafer-qhan, 

I . “ giving him leave to send some trusty persons to Mir-habib's 
I “camp , and he agreed that should any man of sense and char- 
I' “ acter come from that General with such proposals as would 
1“ be found admissible, they would be listened to, or else, the 
I “ envoy would have leave to return in all safety ” In consequence 
1 of this consent, Mir-djaafer-qhan returned Mir-habib's envoys 
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overwhelming totally those rich provincee which it haj reduced 
to a heap of ashes, and jet smoking coals It verified that tre 
mendons sentence once ^e^ea1edto the Prince of Messengers 
So shalt thou have done so shalt thou receive 

After that unhappy transaction Aaly verdy-qhan returned to 
his capital and his son in law Siyd*ahmed-qhan, took the road 
of PSraniah but the latter was uneasj in his mind, and thought 
ful at what he had seen and heard lately and as this had put 
an end to all the confidence which he had hitherto reposed in 
both the uncle and the nephew, he resolved henceforward to 
spare nothing that might secure himself In his post and it Is 
from that moment that an a\englng Providence commenced pro- 
viding materials for its future exertions. Bnt as it Is the faithful 
historian s duty to assemble such events as are come to his 
knowledge, and to speak of them precisely as they shall have 
happened withont being biassed by either envy or love, and 
without flattering either side or party so J repose so much con 
fidence in the candour and equltj of mj generous readevs, as to 
ftatter mjself that without aufferlng their minds to be darkened 
by the dost of discontent they shall abate in behalf of the poor 
man (me) tomethlng of the punctilious dellcac} of their taste 
and that they shall overlook all the blemishes of this history In 
favour of Its sincerity and exactitude I flatter m}*self I sa) 
that they shall cover the wnter with the cloak -of forbearance 
should they judge the writing Itself unworthy of their praise 
Ncvaxfsh mahmed-qhan ev er since Ecrara-ed ddoiah s demise 
had fallen into a course of despondence and sorrow that luces 
santly preyed upon his spirits , so that he was seldom himself 
and seldom easy or in full health After a length of time symp- 
toms of an^hydropsy were discovered upon him A little befor?__ 
that distemper had declared Itself, the phy-sldan Aaly nak-j qhan 
the Isfahanlan used to saj that the distemper was preparing 
to make Its appearance and that now uas the time to provide 
against It by taking more care of his person or never but the 
disconsolate Lord continued as Insensible as usual '^fter the 
distemper had declared Itself, his consort and friends entreated 
him but to no purpose, to allow himself to be taken care of 
Matters growing worse, Aaly v erdy qhan ordered him to be 
brought to his palace, together with his consort, and hb whole 
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family and dependants, without excepting the women that were 
connected with his nephew, and in particular Bhag-bhai, a 
favourite actrisse ( 52 ) and some others. As soon as he arrived, 
he was made over to the physicians , but as it is in vain for 
a man to arm himself with a bucler against the shafts of destiny, 
the sick lord’s condition became worsfe and worse ; and signs 
of an approaching dissolution made their appearance. His 
„ consort, „who although acUially in her father’s house, trembled lest 
Seradj-ed-doulah should confine her in that very palace, now 
resolved to provide for her safety , and putting herself in a covered 
chair together Avith her dying husband, she carried him to her 
own lodgings, where the sick man paid no attention to that 
change. But on the evening of the day m which he was to 
depart this life, he asked what day of the week would he to- 
morrow, and being answered, it would be Monday, he expressed 
his joy and said a pleasing day / I will he joined to my love. 

And whether he gave directions accordingly, or that his people 
paid a regard to his attachment to the young Prince, it is certain 
that he was entombed close to him He died the thirteenth of a. D 
the second Reby, in the year of the Hedjra , and his Secre- *754-5 
tary has enclosed this date in a chronogram in verses which he 
composed on the occasion As soon as it was daylight, his 
body was attended by the Prince of the learned, Mir-mahmed- 
aaly-fazyl, (whose learning may God preserve ' ) by Aaly-verdy- 
qhan himself, and by all the relations and kinsmen of that family, 
as well as by the principal persons of the city, joined to an in- 
finity of persons of all sexes and ranks After purifying the 
body according to laiv, and pronouncing over it the customary 
prayers, they took it up, and carried it alternately upon their 
shoulders, to Moty-d j^a country-seat which he had built himself 
and muclrembelhshed There they deposed it for a while in the 
mosque which he had raised in that palace’s garden ; and then 
they committed it to the ground close to Ecram-ed-doulah, in the 
very yard of that mosque The moment they first raised his 

(52) This woman who had contracted in the seraglio an intimacy with a young 

eunuch, came out with him on her lord’s demise, and lived with him full thirty 

scars, upon sshat jewels she had received in present in her days of prosperity She 

died, as die all women, that attach themselves to a much younger man than them* 

« 

selves She ended by being often beaten, and died of ill usage as much as of a 
broken heart 
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body from the ground such a cry knd such a scream broke oat 
at once from an infinity of men and women, as seemed to rend 
the air it Avas sach as had never been seen or heard on the like 
occasion at an} time before But there Is no wonder If he was 
80 much regretted He used to spend thirty seven thousand 
rapees per month in charities to old impotent persons whether 
distant relations or not, whether acquaintances or strangers 
and this was mer and above the stated pensions that were borne 
in his books These secret charities were every first day of the 
month out In small cloth bags of several bignesses and sealed 
In his presence after which they w'ere ranged in several classes 
upon large trays or covered tables, and entrusted to eunuchs 
•Tind trusty old women of his seragko who carried them round 
from house to house to each respective owner May Gods mercy 
rest upon him for ever ’ His compa:>sloD to the distressed, the 
impotent the orphan and the friendless was so extensive, that 
he surpassed In beneficence every member of a famll} where 
that quality seemed to be of natural growth He was fond of 
living well and of amusements and pleasures could not bear to 
bo upon bad terms with anyone and ^vas not pleased when a 
diaservice was rendered to another Every distressed widow 
and orphan of the city of M 8 r 3 h 8 d>abad seemed to him to be 
of his family If anyone of them had no certain livelihood or 
if having any, it proved insufficient or if sufficient, it was liable 
to some impediment any person of such a description was sure 
of finding a patron In him Ail such persons were sure to be 
relieved and relieved with an exactitude, and a modest} that 
seemed striving to oblige handsorael} He was averse to flattery, 

and disinclined from those rftles of state and those airs of re 
servedness imposed on persons of his high rank He loved to 
live with his servants as their friend and companion and with 
his acquaintances as their brother and equal All his friends 
and acquaintances Avere admitted to the liberty of smoking thar 
Hoccas or Pipes in his presence and to drink__wffee whlNt he 
Nvas conversing familiarly with them and he made it a point 
to oblige them, without making a parade of It and also to grant 
a favour In secret for which be had excused himself in public, 
and had asked their pardon One day Naky-c 8 ly-qban, Bon to 
Hadji-abdollah the historian, a man of letters who had been 
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Divan of BurhanpSr in Aoreng-zib’s lime, having interceded 
for a S6yd,^ who now in prison at Djehanghir-nugur for a 
balance of six thousand rupees due to Government-, and which 
h e could not pay, he represented “ that it would be a pity that 
“ so worthy a Sdyd should be in penances, whilst so many 
thousand rupees, to the double and even the quadruple of that 
“ sum, were monthly spent in alms and in chanties , and he added 
" that it was to be hoped that the above sum ^^ould be forgiven 
“the man, and also that he would be sent for to the presence, 

“ and provided for ” This short request had its full effect on that 
beneficent nobleman. With evident signs of emotion and pity, 
he ordered that letters of pardon should be immediately dis- 
patched for that man, with orders to send him to M8rsh8d-abad , 
ind he returned thanks to the intercessor for having put him in 
mind of so meritorious a piece of work May God bless you, 
said \vQ^for you} havDig bi'ought such a}i acho}t iii my way, and 
procured me such a happiness ' If the Ci'own-o fleers prove dila- 
tory, give me notice of it quickly, that I may provide against 
their malice, and deliver that poor S'iyd from that scene of evil 
and affliction Such instances of his beneficence were without 
number, and they are remembered by all to this day My mother 
having been obliged to quit Patna in order to go to M8rsh8d- 
abad, where she had some particular business, carried her whole 
family thither, to wit, my two youngei brothers, Seyd-aaly-qhan 
and Ghalib-aaly-qhan, as well as her daughter’s husband, Mir- 
assed-aaly , and finding herself obliged to remain in that city 
longer than she expected, she was somewhat at a loss how to 
subsist honourably That blessed man no sooner heard of this, 
than he undertook her support , and without waiting for any 
prayer or recommendation, he of his own accord settled upon 
her a plentiful and honourable pension , and besides that, he 
made her yearly presents of precious stuffs fit for her person and 
family, especially of those that were bespoke for his own family 
in quantities at Djehanghir-nugur, Maldah and Nediah And as 
Ghalib-aaly-qhan, her younger son, was of the same age with his 
adoptive son, Ecram-ed-doulah, he took a pleasure in carrying him 
together with the young Prince to his country-seats and gardens 
m his parties of pleasure In one of those parties, a dance-girl • 
of the troupe in Ecram-ed-doulah’s service chanced to take a 
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liking to Ghalib-aaly-qhan, and waa now and then in her very 
performance dropping amoroos glances at the young man who 
being himself so \cry young and so unexperienced In what 
might be right or wong, and wlUul s6 exposed to all the Inad 
vertenciea Incident to humanity at that age, used to return the 
glances in the same stjle The young noblemen of the same age, 
who accompanied Ecram ed dOulah having observed that rising 
intelligence were fired with jealousy and emulation, and the> 
gave notice of the matter to him so that he quitted the garden 
^\’lth apparent marks of displeasure. Nevazish mahmed-qhan 
informed of this sent for my mother, and >nth the greatest 
gentleness and circumspection he ga\e her notice of what had 
happened and added that in his opinion the best way to pre- 
vent the two children from falling out together T\ould be to keep 
her son at home for some days. Ecram ed donlah who in 
thoughtlessness and violence of temper was a true copy of his 
elder brother, Seradj^ed-dfinlah did not seem fully satisfied with 
that retreat and to give bun>elf the merit of having repressed 
his anger out of complaisance to his adoptive father he was heard 
to say in bis presence ‘ that yesterday Gballb<aaly qhan bad 
fairly escaped out of his hands else added he, lwouldha\e 
killed him on the spot These words having been several 
days together successive repeated m his presence, the good 
natuied lord comprehended that the speaker wanted to feel his 
pulse on the subject and losing patience at once he screamed 
out By the thirty chapters of the wrd of God had you 
killed him I vould have cut your throat mth my own hands 
After this sudden flash of resentment he recovered his usual 
tone of voice and after having spoken with all that tenderness 
which he constantly shewed him he gave him a Be^ ere reprimand. 
Ecram-ed dflulah surprised at a speech that proved so contrary 
to his expectation wept much and sobbed much and then said 
‘ \ou would ha>e killod me for him then? Yes, replied the 
' blessed man ‘ I see no great dt^erence between you and him 
You are son of one sister of mine and he %s son of another 
Ecram ed-d6alah hearing a language to which he was not 
accustomed cooled by degrees and repressed his anger Such 
was that blessed man s temper and it must be acknowledged 
that the care ho took of another s life where his o>\*n heart was so 


deeply concerned by the ties of an attachment that even exceed- 
ed the most impassionate love, could not arise from anything 
else than a peculiar excellence of character But there is here 
a still stronger proof of it He was fond of a famous actrisse 
or dancer called Bhag-bhdi Her rank in his family was next to 
that of his consort , and to oblige him, the Princesses of his 
kindred paid her much regard and much deference , but my 
mother, (may God long keep her shade stretched over my head ') 
who was haughty and sometimes of a strange temper, co ild not 
bear to see her, and would not even converse with her on any 
account. Now it must be observed, that it wa-> ciistomirv for 
him in speaking to my blessed mother to make use of the ex- 
pressions, Hear lady^ or hear hiby Bhag-bhai having inadver- 
tently made use of the same expression, my mothei flew into a 
passion, and said " Who art thou, woman, that thou should dare 
“ to speak at that rate This way of speaking becomes supe- 
*' riors, when speaking to inferiors, or masters when speaking to 
“ their dependants , but thou art in neither predicament Look 
“ at this maid of mine yonder , I set no great difference between 
” you and her If there be any, it is in this, that she wears a few 
“ trinkets of silver and gold, and that thoa wearest many gems 
“ and much jewel-work ” Bliag-bhdi stooped and did not answer 
a single word , hut she was deeply wounded, and she complained 
bitterly to her lord His answer was, that such was that lady's 
temper, that she knew ti , and why then did she put herself in 
her way ? My mother went home, with an intention to return 
to Azim-abad , and she for a long time abstained from going to 
Court. But such a separation was more than the blessed man 
could bear He sent persons of distmctioa to soothe her mind, 
but all in vain , till at last he sent her this message Please to 
come of yourself) else, I declare to you that roe shall go, Biby- 
Gahassity and myself, and by all means shall bring you along 
My mother on this message, repaired to the palace, where he 
received her with the highest distinction, requesting her to be 
reconciled to his family and house She answered that she 
wanted to repair to Azim-abad And why so, replied the worthy 
man, with a melting tone of voice ? Why should you insist 
upon leaving us ^ No one has said anything disagreeaile to 
you ; you have of yourself taken offence, and have said whatever 
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surpassed both his brother* Sdyd ahmcd qhao in his youth 
had been much addicted to (unusements and pleasures, that is, 
her ivas fondof the company of fine woman, and deJig'hted in see 
mg dancers and actrissea and singers but thi* turn of mind 
harmg brought upon him the disgrace which befell him in Cateo 
he so far corrected his iray of hfc that, instead of those dlssoiufe 
men that had been always in his company, he attached to his 
person a number of friends distlagnished by their birth their 
virtue or their knowledge and instead of passinghls life amongst 
dance women and actnsses, he only Indulged now and then in 
looking or listening at their perfonnances About one hour 
before day break, and after having performed the usual evaoua 
dons and ablations, (53) he went through hi* doyotlous, and then 
sat in state In the great hall, vvhere he gave a public audience 
twice a week, to afford an opportunity to every suitor of speak 
ing to him The Friday he abstalaed from all business but 
there were four days in the week where be spoke of nothing 
else , and then he divided hU time m the following manner In 
the morning his fnends were admitted and drank ooffee with him 
after which were admitted his acquaioUnces and others some of 
whom sat only a little, and others withdrew Immediately after 
having made their bow After this, he sat still two hoars 
more, and then retired to an apartment reputed beiongmg to the 
sanctuary, and where none were admitted but old females of the 
setagUo and trusty euQuehs The MStusuddies and heads of the 
several offices remained without bat occasionally transmitted 
by the hand* of the eunuchs such of their papers as required his 
perusal or signature These he perused in pnvate and b silence 
and after hanug examined the contonts, he returned them, signed 
or rejected, as be thought proper and meanwhile his friends, 
and the principal person* of his Court, amongst which was also 


(53) The M*hOBiat»ni anoot comcatoco pf*/er* (lad thwe roaw 
tim« • day) »rttb«rt waiblaf piwiDfl*!/ tb®t#o hwodi, Uw moath twrtrils, he#, 
top oC tii« W. Deck and ireu wd feet. In « certtla nanaer *od wUh c*rt*la 

*bOTt preyer*. Bat la c**e of t eaddeB prayw (tad thb ceacot be done bet If 
tUodla^ or on honebtekh tbta the eWotloa mty be dbpeoied wklL ThU ablodoa 
U only the drily and nioil ooe. There b one of * hl*her nilnre, which alwaye 
mutt precede the fortMT when* mia has cobebitad whb a wonue. U folnf to 
eliarte the enemy Ac, end It comlfts lo plcB|iQr or washloe the body whb cerWln 
rfte*. 
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this most inconsiderable of mankind, were sitting without, in a 
hall separated from his closet by a curtain His Secretaries alsc 
attended there, and occasionally sent in their minutes by the 
hands of an eunuch , and these being returned after some correC' 
tions, ^\ ere transcribed fair, sent in again to be sealed by the 
seal-keeper, then attending, and returned again to be dispatched 
the Postmaster ah\ays attending with a number of couriers 
ready At about ten o’clock dinner was served up, and it was 
alwa} s accompanied by a number of tables and trays coverec 
with victuals These were always brought ready, and distributee 
in the houses of his friends and acquaintances, to some every day 
to some twice a week, to some others once a week, and to \erj 
few twice in a month This was a standing rule that required nc 
new direction Whilst the Superintendent of the kitchen was 
arranging these tables, and exposing them to his view’-, the civi- 
lians and heads of offices stood up, and after having sent in then 
respects by the ministry of an eunuch, they withdrew to then 
homes After dinner he usually took a nap , and then rising 
about noon, he went through the usual evacuations and ablutions 
made his noon-prayers, and then read some chapter of the wore 
of God At about three o’clock, he performed his third prayei 
and then came into the public hall, where he conversed witf 
learned and eminent men, such as Gholam-yahia and the Mufty- 
zya-ollah, and Mir-vahed, and the Moluvy or Doctor Lal-mahmed 
and Shek-hedaiet-ollah, and Seyd-abdol-hadi With these he 
conferred upon some point of science, often upon his owm Coran 
of which he would read a passage, which was explained anc 
commented by Mollah-gholam-ydhia, to -which others added then 
opinions and observations He used to say “ That at his age 
“ to make new’’ acquisitions in matters of knowledges w^as almosi 
“ impossible , that he ivas satisfied with w'-hat little he had of it 
“ and wanted no addition , but that reading and comprehending 
matters of knowledge seemed to add new life to his existence , 
“ and that he w^as so accustomed to that way of life, that wher 
" ^he conferences did not take place, as usual, he reckoned him- 
“ self to have that they suffered a great loss in his treasury, and 
“ was uneasy until it was retrieved and made up ” As he was 
exceedingly kind to me, the last of men, he ahvays insisted on 
my being present at the conferences, and he was mightily pleased 
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With my obscn'atlons and {{lustrations. In vo^-age or at home, 
he spoke now and then to others but seemed partlcolarly to 
hang on what I, the most inconsiderable of mankind would say 
and he expressed at all times so much esteem for me, that his 
oldest acquaintances and friends, used to wonder by what art and 
magic this new man had acquired so much ascendant upora him 
and how the Prince was at af{ times so ready to quit the company 
of others, to go to him The conferences usually took up two 
whole hoars, after which admission Avas given to the most con 
sfderable of his friends, such as Sdlf-aaly qhan brother to S^lf 
(^han, and son as well as he of Emir-qhan Viceroy of Cabal 
Roh eddln hussdln-qhan, another son of S^Jf-qhan s and a young 
nobleman with whom he had contracted an alliance Naky^I> 
qhan ray younger brother, and Mir-aaly yar-qhan son to S^lf 
qhan s sister all Illustrious persons to whom he nsed to join 
Radja-adjalb-r^y his Prime Afmister, and after his death his son 
Radja S^udj riy He admitted also the heads of the Paymaster s 
office as well as those of the light artillery To these were ed^ed 
the Secretary Riy-choraraon Djaafcr-cSly-qhan KeepaKof the 
Tfeasury, and Mlna-daSd the- Qbansaman or Steward jiWI these 
nsed to sit a full hour and after exposing what they haqto say 
they took their leave and then the Prince quitted the xnd 
entered his sanctuary, where with some favoarlte ladles of his he 
would take an airing In that fine garden, which he had enclosed 
or he mounted with them upon small ponies richly adom^ and 
rode with them up and down the enclosure The evening being 
come he performed his fourth prayer , and then was attended 
by some favourite actrisses dancers and singers of his , els^ he 
remained aJone and was entertained with some curiousC and 
diverting story or tale which luUod him to sleep and thist was 
at about nine or ten o clock This rule of life held regularly the 
whole year round without exception He was naturally a street 
tempered man and dvlhty was so natural to him that foKfoJI 
seven years in which I have been In his service I nev er remeniber 
to have heard him say a harsh word to anyone (whether 
high or low) or to have seen him guilty of an improper action 
He was pleased with magnificence and fond of living nobly 
and although his revenue was greatly Inferior to that of his eider 
brother Nevarish roahroed-qhan who was these many years in 
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office, and whose treasures of course must have been greatly 
above his standard , yet he was his equal in jewels, silver and 
gold furniture, as well as in elephants and some other articles 
appertaining to the highest ranks , and these appeared at his 
death, when the treasury was found to contain forty-five lacs in 
silver, and, if I well remember, about one lac of Eshreffies ; (54) 
nor was the jewel-office found to contain less than those sums in 
jewels, in gold and silver furniture, and in precious stuffs ; he 
had also a great number of elephants and horses, and other ani- 
mals in plenty , and all in good condition. 

Once (and he was then in his private apartment with a num- 
ber of ladies behind the curtain) he took into his head to make 
me a present of an elephant, for he was that day very merry, 
and amusing himself with the apparatus of the Busunt-panchmi, 
or festival used in introducing the spring season He had with 
him in the closet, an old man called Mir-mahb68b-aaly, who was 
extremely attached to him, having been his acquaintance so early 
as the times when he came in Bengal with Hadji-ahmed, his 
father, in quest of a livelihood. There was no other person at all 
in the apartment, save a few menial servants. An eunuch came 
out of the closet and called me np I went in, and made my 
bow , on which he desired me to be seated , and he commenced 
conversing on a variety of subjects. After some time spent in 


(54) If we reckon twenty-five lacs more for elephants, horses, carnages, cam els 
and boats, &c , &c , the aggregate of those sums will amount to more than one 
coror Add to this ten lacs more m houses, gardens, furniture, apparel, artillery, 
stores, and arms , and also the sums expended in clothes and jewels within the 
seraglio (nor is that a small article) , and the whole must amount to a saving of 
twenty lacs a year (for we must omit the first year, and make some account of the 
outstanding debts in the last) Add to all this the standing expenses for seven 
thousand Infantry and as much Cavalry , the Artillery , a fleet of boats, a numer- 
ous court receiving salaries , a seraglio of five hundred women , a table, splendid , 
and infinity of yearly clothes and jewels , as well as a legion of pensioners that 
'received from five to a thousand rupees per month , and this aggregate of expenses 
cannot be rated at less than forty lacs more , in all sixty lacs , (and the translator 
has been assured by writers of his treasury, that his revenue amounted to fifty- 
eight lacs) Fifty-eight lacs I here is then a decay incredible, as being past all 
computation and all conjecture , for although some fifteen years ago Rezi-eddin- 
mahmed qhan used to transmit yearly from thence eleven lacs to the treasury of 
M8rsh8d-abad, it is certain that PSraniah cannot yield now (1786) above six or 
seven lacs a year, 
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this mannefi it ^vas announced id a high tone of voice by Haiyr 
aaly-qhan (a slave of hw hotuehold, and now a man of importance 
for he was Superintendent of his hall of audience), that Mir 
Boltan aaJy qhon who had been honoured with the gift of an 
elephant, was watting at \jio gate of the hall of audience, and 
should it be His Highness^^j pleasure, wouli just shew himself 
from afar, make his bow of ^thanksgiving and be gone imme 
diately To which the Prino>/* conseuted , aftd that ceremony 
being over in a moment he turncid qgaiQ to me, and asked me 
whether I had ever seen his elephant-otflbv) ? Hy Lord-<jhan 
said he, / want to know your ofitnton of thtm i^'a^awered that 
I had seen his elephants, and that they were numerous uuid of 
uncommon bigness and beauty Well then added he you must 
look over them again, and choote any one you please as i intend 
to compliment you with it I the poor man, on this comphment 
got up, made a profound bow and amwered “ that the expres 
" sions \nth which he had been pleased to usher bis qoble 
/ ' present, were in m> opinion worth a gift of his whole elephant 

' office but that the nding on such an animal, required a certain 
state and a suitable retinue ind although I had been by the 
" special favour of His Highness amply provided with an honour 
‘ able subsistence and was ptrfccUy satisfied mth it, never 
“ tbeless I did not think that my time for ndmg on an elephant 
‘ w^come a$ yet and that when that time should be brought 
“ forth by his favour, it would be time then to think of elephants." 
The turn I gave to my excuse was taken much notice of, and he 
smiled but said nothing Some bme after there came intelligence 
that Ab81 mans8r*<jhan Viceroy of A8d, was amved at Banares 
probably ivith a view to invade Bengal Ally verdy qhan upon 
this intelligence wrote to his nephew at PSraniah to march out 
with his army, whilst himself should set out on his side In his 
way to Anm-abad Sdyd-abmed-qban intent on his preparatives 
commanded me to raise a good body of infantry and cavalry I 
answered that I would but that as P8raniah was in a comer and 
out of the high road from Hindostan none would be procurable 
but people of Pflrauiah toVbich he replied, that he had no 
objections to them, provided they should be picked men The 
body In question W3IS soon raised, but neu-s came a little after 
that Ab8l mans8r-.qban had thought proper to return to A8d, his 
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capital , bO that the subpicioii'' he had laibcd in Bengal, bubsid- 
ing b\ hib departure, the new lc\ieb ^\cle all dibinibbed, to llic 
great discomfort of the Commanderb, who altei haMiig w’lbhed 
foi bome war and bome dispute, were now reduced to the ncceb- 
bit) of making interest lor their beung kept in pay But he kept 
only iwo-and-tw enty .\lghan troopers, who being excellently 
mounted, were reserved for his bod} -guaid*'. As to m}belf, hear- 
ing of this general refoim, 1 presented him a paper purporting, 

■ whether it wa^ not hi'^ pleasure that I ‘'hould dismiss my own 
‘ new' levies also, W’hich were numerou*' enough ?’’ In answci to 
mv question, he w rote at the bottom these vvoids. “ \Yh} does 
” His illustrious Lordship trouble himself about these matters ? 

Let there be to-morrow a general review of his corps, and then 
'‘their fate shall be determined ” The next da} I carried all my 
people to the review' He looked at them all, but ordered that 
the} should be kept in pay, and he moreover added the two-and- 
tvvent} Afghans to them , and nn corps was found now to 
consist of about eighty horse and about two hundred foot, he 
signed the review, and then turning towards me, My Loxi- 
said he, I bclicvt (hat Die iimc fo) you i lidtngon 
an elephant conic at last, and (hat yon shall have no objec- 
tiom fo niy pf denting yon with one - Casting then his e}es 
upon the elephants, he made choice of one, and presented it to 
me 

One day he heard by mere chance, that I had sent to my 
venerable father then at Shah-djehan-abad (and now doubtless m 
the assembly of the justes) a bill of exchange of tw-o thousand 
rupees, /s that irne, niy Loi d-qhan, said he^ in full company? 

" I answered it was , and that as it was no secret matter, I made 
“ no difficulty to acknowledge it ” He replied What, if yon 
had given me notice of it, / might have taken a share in that 
nieritonons action of yonrs I rejoined, " that there w^as no 
‘ need of his taking any share at all, as the wdiole of the sum 
“ originally belonged to him, and had accrued to me from his 
“ bounty , and that as to the modicly of it, my fortune being all 
“ of his own bestovvung, could not be but known to His Highness ” 
He smiled, and turning towards my banker, then present, wffio 
was also his cash-keeper, he ordered him to charge the bill of 
exchange to his debit, and to refund the money to me I got up 
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and returned Jfinj my tlianks for his manifold bounties This 
favour >va 3 soon followed by another There uns a certain dis 
trict called SerlpSr, the rent of which w'as fixed at a. one hundred 
_aDd; ^lphty a nd sor^thousand mpees and he conceived wdthont 
any application from me, and evM without my knowledge, the 
design of bestowing the coUecUon of that revenue npon me 
With this view he pitched upon Radja Adjilb-riy, his Prime 
Minister who had been likendse Prime Minister to the late S^If 
qhan, and sent him to my house. The Minister brought with him 
two Qhylaats, or dresses of honour and also a gentleman of dls 
unction, who had long been In the practice of renting and taking 
to farm the revennes of Government and amongst others 
those of that very district Hb name was Sheli-amanollah The 
Minister speaking In his master s name said That Hb Highness 
' had devised tJiat office, to put some emolnments In ipy \vav 
and proposed two methods for insuring them the first, that I 
' should DOW put on the Qh^Iaatof Investiture, and charge m> 

‘ self with the collection after appointing for my deputy whom 
soever I might have a mind to the second that J should put 
' on the dress of Investiture but appoint the gentleman then in 
“ hb company for tny depot) , In which case the deputy w*ouid 
“ be responsible only to Government at the same time that by a 
' paper ready executed, wbloh he shewed me, he would bind him 
‘‘self to affard_me a pension of sev en thousand rupees a vear, 

‘ over and above the presents and nuzurs usual at the two holl 
“ da)s, at the Des-hara and at the other customary occasions as 
‘the New Years Day and others he was likewise obliged to 
execute without hesitation and as my •sen ant whatever com 
‘mbsions and orders I should occasionally give him The 
btter proposal being the less cumbersome of the two I adopted 
it, as 1 perceived It was the donors secret inclination and also, 
as by insunng me a small revenue It freed me from the anxieties 
and bodily trouble of a collection Such kindnesses and atten 
• tions, 80 far from being UiOal from lords to their dependants, are 
iiardlv to be expected from fathers to their sons 

One day that blessed man after having taken an airing In 
hb favorite boat took into Us bead to land on the other side of 
the river hb Palkej and Naicky remaining on this side and as 
no v-chlclc was at hand to land him from the boat and he was 
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not accustomed to walk on the board which the boatmen usually 
stretch out from their boats to shore for landing people, he seemed 
at a loss how to manage upon so narrow a bridge. On observ- 
ing which, I advanced bare-footed on the board, and stretched my 
hand, bidding him help himself with it, and come along The 
Prince pleased with my having guessed his embarrassment, and 
with my giving him assistance so timely, smiled, availed himself 
of my hand, and came along , when being near the landing place, 
he stopped short, and said, My Lord-qhan, you have to-day 
rendered me a great service by stretching your hand I answer- 
ed, “ that I thought otherwise , and that I fancied His Highness 
“had rather taken me by the hand with intention to carry me 
“ higher “ The Prince laughed, and said • So I hope too, my 
Lord-qhan , and I hope it shall come to pass just as you have 
foretold Nevertheless I must inform you that I reckon upon 
your assistance in the other ’world, as / do in tins. Let the 
virtuous take example from this Prince , and let them observe 
how modestly he thought of himself If you consider only the 
difference of age, he was about sixty, and I was only twe,nty- 
-- seven-years old , if you consider the propinquity of blood, I was 
the younger, and he by much the elder member of the family ; 
and if you consider the difference of stations and ranks, he was 
a glorious Lord of the rank of seven thousand horse, and I was 
no more than one of his servants , and yet with all this eleva- 
tion, and all this superiority, he made it a point to speak always 
with modesty, and to oblige with the most becoming grace. 

" Modesty is pleasing and meritorious in those seated on high , 

“ But in a poor man, it is only an appendage of his character and station ” 

This Prince governed for full seven years the province of 
PSraniah with absolute power, but yet with so much equity and 
attention to the welfare of the subject, that both the nobles and 
husbandmen were exceedingly pleased with his government, and 
at all times ready to give it their applauses Retired in a corner, 
at a distance from the great roads to and from Hindostan, he 
had no occasion-at all either to wage war or to travel So that 
his travels went no farther than Radjmahal, whither his uncle, 
who was very fond of hunting, used to repair almost every year , 
and sometimes he proceeded as- far as MSrshSd-abad, to sea 
his brother, Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, and his nephews and nieces, 
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Commander of the artiilery, who had a thousand musquetecrs, 
and two hundred troopers under his orders, and he commanded 
him immediately to get hia men under arms, andtogotoNaky 
a*ly qhan's assistance The officer answered " that as he might 
^ be opposed by Sfa^ocat«djuag, who xvis son to his Lord, he was 
“ at a loss how to manage ” Do said the Pnnce, as you shall 
sec done by repel force by force TTie Pnnce sent at the same 
time iniunctions to all the Commanders attached to the artillery 
to forbid their moi lag to Shifocat d}aag s assistance or their 
joining him In raising troubles, and that, under pain of being 
dismissed the service and severely punished besides Theyoung 
lord heanng of their order qnitted the party and repaired to 
the palace where he appeared before the Pnnce, his father mth 
a most dejected cotmtcnance and he complained heavl!} of the 
affront put upon turn The Pnnce answered eieryone of his 
complaints by a severe reprimand and Sb4ocat djong both 
humbled and comfounded at such a reception expressed a re 
pentance and returned home very mncb discontented insomuch 
that for a length of time all intercourse ceased between him and 
Naky^aaly qhan, both abstolojiig trom speaking to each other 
Some months after a wedding happened in Siyd ahmed-qhan’s 
famfly at which both the young men were invited and of coarse 
obliged to partake of the pleasnres and entertainments of the 
feast The nuphaJs lasted some days, at one of the last of which 
the Prince rose to get into his sanctuary, and he was already at 
the door when as if recollecting something he came back to the 
assembly, and taking his son by the bond he earned him to 
Naky aaly-qhan, and said these ier> words So much shyness 
and distance betsoeen brothers ts quite unbecoming do you 
embrace each other and do recommence to be friends again upon 
new terms May God Almighty id His goodness forgive that 
worthy man and may He allon him to repose in a comer of His 
mansions of mercy I So much goodness and so mneh benignity 
I never heard of la the character of any Prince, nor of any lord 
constituted in power and dignity nor has he ever been equalled 
by anyone in these heavenly qualifications May God's forgive 
ness and mercy be for ever upon his departed sonl 1 Amen 
We hate said somewhere that Abdol aaly-qhan my maternal 
unde, had been obliged to seek his fortune, as far as the Imperial 
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Court ; but it was his ill fortune to adxance \cry little his affairs 
b\ such a long \o)agc, although he had all the qualifications 
requisite for aitaining the higlvsl dignilu’':, and he was much be- 
friended by the Verir, Zulficar-djung, son to the late Sa<iat-qhan 
He therefore turned his mows towards Mahmed-c81y-qhan, a 
young nobleman who was son to Mirza-mohscn, and nephew to 
Ab81-mans8r-qhan ; and he lived sonic time in the society of 
that young lord, who after the victory gained over the Afghans, 
(victory in which Nevol-rdy lost Ins life) became his uncle’s 
Deputy in liis Govenimcnt of ASd But my uncle having found 
means to fall out aRo with this young nobleman, he came to 
Banarcss, where he took up his abode As I seemed greatly 
affected by lii-, misforluiie.s and disappointments, Sdyd.ahmed- 
qhaa had the goodness to interest himself so far m his behalf, as 
to write pre'>singly to Aaly-verdy-qhan, his uncle, entreating him 
to pardon the exiled Com 11 inder, and to recall him into lus 
service. \aly-vcrd\ -qhaii answ'crcd every pari of the above 
letter, but mentioned not one word about my uncle , and Sdyd- 
ahmed-qhan, ha\ ing lost all hope‘s from that quarter, thought 
proper in compliment to me, to write a letter with his own hand 
to that unhappy Commander, in winch lie condoled with him upon 
his ill luck, but accompanied the condolence with an order on 
hi5 banker at Banaress, for his touching five hundred rupees per 
month, four mouths of which were paid him beforehand. Where 
are to be found now such sorts of men ? Where are they to be 
found in our days ? Where should they be ? 

Verse . 

" I ne%«r s»w an> rayself ; if thou knowest of any, pray, tell me " 

He IS gone now from us, and gone for ever 1 Nor have we 
any other way of testifying our gratitude for those numberless 
benefits which he had been endlessly spreading upon his people 
and his friends in general, and upon this disconsolate servant of 
his, in particular, than by remembering for ever Ins amiable char- 
acter, and by pouring daily our fervent prayers to God Almighty, 
the pattern and spring of all goodness, that he may be an object 
of the Divine mercy O God, take no notice, but of the good he 
has done , Vou know hint better than we can If he has done 
any good, ^ive him the greater merit for it , and if he has been 
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a sinner^ turn your face from, kxs dements and remember that 
You are the most merctful'bf all the merciful (55) 

It having been in the decrees of divine Providence, that the 
colnmns of Aaly verdy^han'a family shij^old be undermined and 
thrown down and that this revolution, as o^chastuement should 
extend directly, not only upon the incapable ^nd worthless mem 
bers of It, but also indirectly upon all the inhabibants of these 
once Bounshing conntnes of Bengal and Bahar, andSqi oreOv gc. 
upon all the Inhabitants of Hlndia (which have all been involved 
in the fate of their Princes) the catastrophe commenced by sub 
stracting from the reigning family those individuals which by their 
personal ment might ba\e propped the nodding edihee of ail that 
power and<dominioo and hy their talents m the art of govern 
ment might have employed one hand In crushing the disturbers 
of the public peace, and the other 10 Insonog the happmoas of 
these regions Bat what is singular, that chastuomeot, and that 
sabstraclioo, took place m the very lifetime of the founder and 
architect of that empire and family for it is certain that next to 
Aaly verd)-qhaa himself his three nephews those three persons 
best qualiGed for commanding to men and for governing king 
doma, were Nevaxuh mahmed-qhan and Siyd-abmed^haD, and 
Zia«eddio>ahcned qhan three men far superior in those respects 
to those three graadsons of his Seradj ed-dOulah with his two 
brothers Had any of the three former succeeded to their uncle 
I and taken full possession of the sovereign power, it Is indubita 
; ble that the downfall of these onoe flourishing provinces, with the 
I consequent depression and rvdu oi then inhabitants would have 
not come to pass with so much rapidity and precipitation as we 
I have seen but it being otherwise prcdctennined by the decrees 
^ of divine Providence and the course of heavenly bodies produc 
ing another senes of events those three persons departed this 
world under the eyes of the vc^ roan whom they were to sue 
ceed so that the sheets containing the diary of their bves were 
rolled up and set by in his very lifetime Zin-eddm-ahmed qhan, 
the third of those illustnous personages and a Prince who in per 
sonal prowess and capacity was so far superior to both his elder 
and younger brother that he wanted to have the precedence o\er 
(35) Th«e Koteoce* ire th* Corio, lod form i part of tin torriee for th« 
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them both, preceded them in fact, and early departing this life, 
he took shelter in the mansions of divine mercy : a death that 
thunderstruck Aaly-verdy-qhm, his uncle, and made him say with 
a deep-fetched sob, thxt tf dominion and sovereignty had been 
decreed to last in his family, Hdibei-djung (for such wis that 
hero’s title) would have not died His death was followed by 
that of Nevazish-mahmed qhan, who took the road of eternity, 
and treaded close on the steps of his younger brother. It is 
after all these losses, that the autho»* of these recording sheets, ' 
becoming known to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and being often of his com- 
pany, heard him sob, and lament himself, and say that Shahamet- 
djung's death (meaning Nevazish-mahmed-qhan) affected him, 
not like that of a son, hut like that of a fond indulgent paicnf, 
of some one that seemed to have nursed up the whole family 
After this death, the old Viceroy was looking up to Siyd-ahmed- 
qhan as his last resource ; and I remember that the last letter he 
wrote to him was in these moving terms Noiv I am entirely 
broke both by age and by sorrow If T live a little more, f shall 
in the next wintei (which was about six months after), repaii on 
purpose to Radj-mahal , not on a hunting party, as formei I vf 
but to feast my eyes for the last time with the sight of your per- 
son, lohich is now become my only > emaimng capital after all 
the heavy losses, and the ruinous bankruptcies / have suferei , 
and if I am not to live so long, then hold me excused , and he 
added these verses of his own, at the bottom of the letter 

“ If wo remain alive, we shall sew up again 

>* Our garment torn by thorns of sorrow and absence , 

" And if we are to die, then accept our oxcusei 
It would be a pity indeed, that our desire should be disappointed ” 

Nevazish-mahmed-quan’s demise was followed by that of 
his brother, Siyd-ahmed-qhan, who himself became a traveller 
in the regions of eternity That unhappy event took place in this 
manner : About two months after the demise of his elder brother, 
he by degrees commenced feeling an acute pain in his head, at a 
place that became prominent of itself , and he suffered an 1 be- 
moaned, but otherwise was so healthy, that it never came into 
any man’s mind ihat he would die* of it I, the poor man, ap- 
prehended so little danger fro n it, that I obtained leave to 
repair to M8rsh8d-abad for condoling with my mother who was 
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uttered on cither side bat He went away At this sights that 
throng of friends and persons of distinction lost all hop'*! it 
being concluded that the matter that had causi^the s^vellng tn 
the neck, had now struck up fnto the brain At ab ^ut th* m jrn 
Ing the Pnnce himself feeling something new within his person 
ordered the prisons to be sot open and chanties to b* distnbuted 
in abundance* He had hardly sent the order when the veiled 
ones of the sanctuary commenced weeping and sobbing and it 
appeared that it was on account of bu being m a swobn It was 
now the second hoar after day*break , and this being the moment 
where he heard the call of hla Creator he answered ^ I an ready , 
1754 and departed towards the regions of eternity It was the twent) 
fifth of the first Djemadi, In the year r 169 

Verse 

‘'Tie world h*f nmilBed b«Uod| but bt carried with blm all the pood 
be bad dotM 

Whilst be WAJ In a swoon, the women of bis household sent 
for the learned and pious men that were in his service desiring 
them to pronounce some prayers to make him recover from the 
fit Andon this, some of them went in and observed that he 
was still taking in the two or three mouthfuls of air that were 
yet of his portion but they returned Immediately back, bathed 
In tears Mlr-abdol hady, who understood the Arabic perfectly 
and has left a book^hlcb proves that he composed in poetry as 
elegantly as he did In prose went in with the others and on 
casting bis eyes upon him he was so struck with the appearance, 
that be fell down senseless some eunuchs and some women 
tool him up and brought him Into the hall where he remaned 
speechless and senseless Being put into a chair and earned to 
his house, he seemed to recover his senses bat about two o dock 
the next morning he expired May God s mercy and grace rest 
upon that worthy S^yd for ever! He was bom at Dicci In 
Bengal, bnt bred and educated at bhah-diehan ab\d where he 
made a great proficiency in the sciences and the bclIe-lett'Ts he 
was fond of poetry purtiouhrly although writing pr)!^ with si 1 
gular elegahee. My blessed father, sensible of his merit bid 
engaged him to come to Azim>abad for the purpose of »*d□catln^ 
my two younger brothers, Sdyd^aaly qhan and Gualib aaly qhan 
(to whom may this salute of mine be wafted) and as the Viceroy 


Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, who intended to marry one of his daught- 
ers to S6yd-aaly-qhan, had taken him into his family, the illustri- 
ous St^yd was likewise taken into his family, entrusted with the 
young lord's education, and allowed a handsome pension Aftei 
Zin-t-ddm-ahmed-qlian’s death, he was carried to Bengal by 
Sdyd-ahmed-qhan, who had taken with him all those learned men 
of Azim-abad, whose names have been mentioned a little above. 
Thither he followed that generous Prince, and there he ended 
his dajs in that strange manner, which we have just seen. He 
was cautious of mixing or conversing with those he thought ill 
educated, being averse to their company , and he had such a 
relish for solitude, that he seldom mived with others, but passed 
his time in reading, in meditating upon poetry, or in composing 
verses He had a partiality for my conversation and company ; 
and he used to compliment me with this expression, ” that his 
“ case with me was upon a par with a poet who said to a con- 
" noisseur. Sir, but for you, my poetry would remain without 
*' meaning''' 

The body of Seyd-ahmed-qlian was washed and purified by 
the pious Seyd-saleh, a friend of Sdyd-mahmed-turbety’s, who 
being freshly landed by the \vay of Calcutta, from the sublime 
gale of the tomb at Kerbelah, had just arrived at PSraniah, in 
company with the flower of the virtuous, the learned Aga-abdollah. 
They wrapped it up with a winding sheet which he had brought 
from that sacred tomb , and those two venerable men having 
invited a numerous assembly of faithful, then present, . to join 
with them in prayers, they performed the office of the dead over 
hia corpse , and then taking it up, they carried it by turns to 
Djaaferi-bagh, a pleasant garden, where they committed it to 
the earth. As the two brothers, Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, and 
Seyd-ahmed-qhan, as well as their own uncle, Aaly-verdy-qhan, 
died within the year, at a few months distance from each other, 
the chronogram which was composed for the first, might as well 
serve for the two others 

As soon as the deceased was carried to the grave, his eldest 
son, Sli^ocat-djuug, who had been a person of great weight and 
influence even in his father’s lifetime, came into the hall of 
audience, and pretending to be greatly affected and overcome 
Mith grief, he shed hypocritical tears, and, in token of desolation, ‘ 
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threw hu tarhant on the groand Aj I the poor ra\n w« re 
pated a person of consequence in hU fathers Court, I thought it 
Incumbent upon me to act a part m such a moment of distress , 
and taking it up therefore from the ground I put it again upon 
his bead, and rolled it properly and then I made him sit down 
as chief mourner After this I introduced the pnncipal military 
Commander, Sbeh djehan yar with some other persons of distinc- 
tion, who came to condole with him !n the manner usual m 
Hindostad) to offer him their services, to profess their attach 
ment to bis person, and to desire tus sitting on hts father's 
Mesned, as heir to bis dominions and estate This being done, 
I engaged the young Pnnee to dismiss everyone of them ^vith 
promises of favour s moment after I sent for a tent, got it pitched 
m the bail of audience and appointed it for bis sleeping place 
during three days The second day in the morning I waited 
upon him, and I could see plainly that be did everything in his 
power to win my heart by his attentions he observed that it 
\v6tdd be proper to send a suppltque to his grand uncle and he 
requested me to draw up the minute of it. His pleasure was 
complied with upon the^pot and the letter being traosenbed 
fair, was dispatched directly Bat seventeen days before bis 
nephew's demise, that Prince himself bad fallen sick of that 
dropsical distemper which soon carried him to his grave and 
what is strange, his nephew at PSraniab unaware how near he 
was himself to his own dissolution, was bemoaning and sobbing 
and oomplaioing of his ill luok in these very words Now that 
“ the time Is come for my doing something I am myself out of 
" order” So little apprehensive was he of his approaching fate 
that "he gave a dress of encouragement to his agent and sent 
him to MSrshSd abad with messages full of kindness to the pnn 
dpal mlhtary Commanders os well as to the Grandees of the 
Court, and the pnndpal oittzens recommending to him m the 
strongest terms to spare nothing in his endeavours to bring them 
over to his party Good God I how ignorant how unaware is 
r n a n 1 But m fact this ignorance is one of the wheels that put In 
motion the pre-established order and gevemraentof this world; 
and were that ignorance less profound and less complete it Is 
evident that the world could not exist nay to all appearance 
there would be an end of all religion and an end of all thoughts 
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on futurity. The letter made a deep impression on Aaly-verdy- 
qhan. On reading the. letter, he sobbed greatly and said Now 
that I have lost my feathers and wings, there remains nothing 
for me, hut to repair to my Maker Having said this in a 
mournful tone of voice, he answered the letter by condoling with 
the children of the deceased, and by recommending to Sh^ocat- 
djung in particular, to live upon good terms with his brothers, 
and with all the members of his father’s family, as well as with 
all its dependants. The answer was accompanied by a dress of 
condolence for everyone of the brothers, and with a patent of 
Governor of PSraniah, “for Shaocat-djung, but under condition, 
" that he should preserve and cherish all his father’s friends, take 
“ care of all his dependants and servants, and love his subjects 
“as his own children.” The letter was sent by his chief of the 
Ifitchm, Mirza-zin-el-aabedin Shiocat-djung, who dreaded 
Aaly-verdy-qhan’s displeasure, seemingly complied with every 
one of the injunctions in the letter, and putting both his hands 
upon his eyes and head in token of cheerful compliance, he pro- 
mised to obey everyone of those messages brought him verbally 
on the part of his great uncle , after which, he made a handsome 
present to the messenger, and sent him back satisfied and well- 
disposed All this being over, he in a fovourable hour, ascended 
the chair of sovereignty , and as if he had waited only for such a 
moment, he made haste to give specimens of his profligacy and 
supineness An elderly woman of the seraglio, whose name was 
Ddi-c8il, and to whom the deceased, who was a connoisseur m 
merit, had given the title of Dana-annga or the phcenix of 
•wisdom, resigned the service that very day She was a great 
friend of mine, and seemed to be so greatly attached to me, that 
on the very day I resigned the service the sent for me, and hear- 
ing" of my resolution to quit PSraniah, she did all she could to 
dissuade me from such a step “ I look upon Shiocat-djung,” 
said she, “ to be my own child and son , and he is filling for me 
“ the place that had been filled by his father , but he seems to 
“ be disrobed of the garment of common sense He is drunk with 
“ the ^vlne of ignorance and supineness, and giddy with the fumes 
" of youth and imprudeifce , nevertheless do not forsake him 
“ Certainly you owe much to his father’s memory, and not a 
“ little even to me, although I should be only one of your feeblest 
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“ welMvishera but after all we ha\e both acquired rigbts upon 
“jour gratitude I am then of opinion that vou ought out of 
‘ regard to us to take upon jooraelf the trouble of some oflSce, 
' such as that of Prime Minister, In order to inspect the affairs 
' of revenue and Govermnent, and to take care of the corres 
pondence with the Emperor and with Aaly \crd>-qban os well 
as with the Grandees of Bengal, and all the men In office In 
“ this province. On the other hand I conceive Car gozar-qhan 
“ to be a man of importance, as being these many years at the 
“ head of our array Do then join together cordially to prevent 
' SbSIct-djung’a {58) name and family from going to wreck" 

‘ I answered this ladj, that what she said was reasonable and 
‘ proper but jon know added I, that Shiocat-djong will never 
‘ consent to all that and 00 the contrary that be vvil] listen 
‘ only to the giddy and the profligate that throng abont his 
person, ready to jump headlong Into whatever Is likely to 
‘ promote the ruin of bb family as well as his own All wdiat 
jou propose, is reasonable but ail that cannot be done withoat 
the master s consent and vve are nothing bnt servants As 
that worthy woman was full of sense she acknowledged the 
probabilitj of what I said and approved of my ^hyness. A 
few days after biyd-ohmed-qban $ demise I obtained a bounty 
of hvc thousand rupees for the learned Aga-abdoIUh of whom 
we have already spoken and another of a thousand for the 
glonoos Seyd mlr mahmed and faavdng put those sums in their 
hands, and got them dismissed with honour 1 obtained leave 
myself, and resigned the service The lady in question hearing 
of my final resolution thereon sent me five thousand rupee*, 
to bear the charges of ray journey She was a woman of on 
common understanding and although low born and from one 
of the lowest clans of Catec she had so far acquired her master s 
good opinion, as to be entrusted with the government of the 
whole of Ms household In which she managed with the utmost 
fidelity the treasures deposited In her custody and jet behaved 
t with so much condescendence and so much Inclination to do 
good, that out of thousands of officers dvilbns revenue-col 
lectors dependants, and pensioners, and serv'ants, few, very few 
must be those that s he did not oblige as often as opportunity 
(58) Thb w SdTtI-*hiiiisHb«it • tMIe nod k riffnifiw tlw Imprtuciu In wir» 
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served ; and few those who in the difBcult emergencies of their 
situations did not recur with fruit to her interposition She knew 
how to manage in such a manner, as to merit her master's 
approbation, as well as that of every person in the household j 
indeed of every man in office. She left an excellent character 
behind, and has been universally regretted. 

To return to myself, I quitted PSraniah, and went to Caran- 
golah, with intention to proceed to Azim-abad , when I learned 
that Aaly verdy-qhan was dead, and that Seradj-ed-doulah, his 
grandson, had quietly been acknowledged in the three provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oressa. On this intelligence I thought it 
best to tarry at Caran-golah, in order to hear how the new Prince 
managed with the people of God , as such a knowledge might 
enable me to take my resolution accordingly, or as time and 
opportunity should point out. Meanwhile I heard that my two 
younger brothers, S6yd-aaly-qhan and Ghalib-aaly-qhan, and also 
my kind maternal uncle, Vehab-aaly-qhan, (which latter was of 
my age) had been banished out of the province of Azim-abad, 
where they all lived This intelligence prevented my going to 
that city myself , and as the vullage of Caran-golah was not a 
place where one might pass the rainy season, fain I was to return 
to PSraniah, and to take my quarters again in the house I had 
quitted. And now to follow the order of events, the historian’s 
faithful pen must revert to Aaly-verdy-qhan’s demise, and give 
an account of Seradj-ed-doulah’s taking possession of the sover- 
eignty of these rich provinces, and how tins event has ushered 
—the ruin of'all-Hindostan, by putting it in the power of strangers 
to possess themselves of the most extensive and populous pro- 
vinces of that region It is only after giving some idea of that 
event, that we shall resume in a proper place what concerns 
Shiocat-djung 

We have said that Aaly- verdy-qhan fell into a dropsical 
habit of body on the ninth of the first Djemadi in the year 1169. 
He strove for some time to ward off the evil by a total abstinence 
ffom water ; but afterwards on observing that such a distemper, 
when attacking a person of his age, always proved incurable (and 
he was then in his eightieth year), he ceased to observe any diet, 
or to abstain from water, or to take remedies. Such a state of 
things could not but greatly alarm Biby Gahassity, his eldest 
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daughter, who was oow relict of his nephew, Nevazisb mahmed 
qhan She had this loQgivhile cantoned herself at Moty-Jjil, 
where on seeing how matters went, she had distributed elephants 
and lacs of rupees to the troops of her deceased husband, In 
hopes of engaging thorn to stand by her, against Soradj ed 
dflulah. She received thefr solemn promises and took their oaths 
^yhen reverses are at hand they engage into such liberalities 
It is reported that on it becoming public that A^aly verdy*qhan 
was drawing to his end, some of the principal persons of the dty 
fearful of what might happen after hh decease requested to be 
recommended to Serid] t*d dOjlah by putting their hand ivitbin 
his. The old man smiled at the request, and sal 1 Jf you per 

ceive after my death th it he has been for three days together 
upon good terms With his grand mother then you or any others 
' may have a chance for yourselves So wefl did he know the 
mair's character After baling saiJ these words he lived to the 
Saturday following which was the ninth of the m^nth of Redjeb 
in the year u6g and at five o clock m the morning he depart 
ed this life and repaired to the mansions of divine mercy Im 
mediately after his departure his pnndpal servants and relations 
assembled and after having panfied bis body and wrapped it up 
in a winding sheet, they took it ap at midnight, and carried it 
pursuing his own appointment, to the feet of bU mother, winch 
IS entombed at Qbosh bagh on that side of the river opposite to 
Moty djil O Lard ! should you punish him nosvonder for he 
iS your creature, and cnlprtt and should you forgive h\m no 
wonder, for you are the tnosf wurciful (59) 

Aaly verdy qhan from his very youth showed a senoos turn 
of mind, averse from prodigal^ and dchanch, and from every 
thing tliat savoured of dninkconess nor did he seem to have 
much taste for such amusements as ni 1 in and dancing, or for 
the conversation of women He preferred to pass bla time In 
reating prayers, m reading the word of God, or m perusing some 
book of history and he has affirmed more than once that 
had never been guilty of fornication or of drinking ivine for he 
bore a mortal aversion to those two defifemeots always 
rose two hours before day light anil after hivlng gone through 
the u«ual evacuations and ablutions, he peforraed some devotions 


tjp) Tbh prt/er b in Anibk^ sod put of th* ■cttJc* forth# d#ad, 
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of supererogation, and at day-break he said his prayers of divine 
precept, and then drank coffee with some choice friends. At 
seven o’clock he went out and sat in state in the hall of audience 
where he listened to the representations of his military officers, of 
his civil officers, of all the persons in office, and of the Grandees 
of his Court, giving audience* and a patient hearing to all-comers 
whatever , and anyone could speak to him as long as he pleased. 
Everyone represented his affairs, and received such an answer 
as his case required , in general such a one as was dictated by 
goodness and a firm intention to oblige This audience always 
lasted two hours, after which he retired into a closet, where he 
was attended by some persons who were to attend at that place, 
for instance, by some choice friends, and by Ins relations, such as 
Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, Si(yd-ahmed-qhan, and also by Seradj- 
ed-doulah, if present After that, he amused himself for a full 
hour with conversation, with hearing verses, reading poetry, or 
listening to some pleasing story ; to which we must add some 
occasional orders, which he would give about some dish or other, 
„which was always dressing in his presence at that time, to the 
care of which was appointed either some of the persons then 
present, or some person freshly come from Persia or any other 
country renowned for good cookery ; for he was fond of good 
eating, and had a taste very nice and very delicate Sometimes 
he ordered the meat, spice, and other necessaries, to be. brought 
in hi3 presence, and he gave his orders to his cooks, often direct- 
ing them, and often inventing some new method of proceeding 
Meanwhile the heads of office, and the gentlemen and noblemen 
of tlie hall of audience were in full attendance, to be occasionally 
introduced, whenever they had anything to say As soon as the 
cooking an5 diessing was over, the butler presented himself with 
a number of qhdans or trays and tables covered with all kinds of 
dishes, and he spread a large napkin The tables covered with 
victuals were sent to such of his friends, as he chose to dis- 
tinguish.; always adding something from those dishes which had 
been dressed Under his direction. At dinner the conversation 
ran upon the good or bad taste of each dish in particular, reason- 
ing nicely upon their several flavours, and taking himself a mouth- 
ful and no more, from every one The dinner being over, his 
guests washed their hands and withdrew , and this way of never 



158 THr S}riR ^ 

citing bat mlh i dumeroui company of guejt waa hu custom 
It was ID general in a company of men bat now and tbrn ho 
chow to dine in the sanctuary and then be had a like coti 
pany of women but not one of them a stranger being all his 
daughter*, grand daughters or nieces or relations After dinner 
be retired into a closet to take a nap at which time the story tellers 
and bed watchmen attended and did their office. (6o) At about • 
one o clock be was awake, and after the usual eTacoabous and 
ablutions, he performed his purification and bis noon prayers 
and these being over he read mtb a high voice a chapter of the 
Coran, (6i) and then performed hisafteroooD prayers , after which 
they brought him a cup full of water cooled with saltpetre, or 
with ice, (6a) according to the season and he drank it oS at a 
single draught , which single draught answered allhts neces 
sltles without any addition whatever for foil twenty four hoars 
After this, the curtain of the room being folded up a number of 
plooi and learned men were mtrodneed such as that Prince of 
learning the learned Mir mahmeJ«aaly faxyt (miyG^dperpe 
tuate his hononii I ) Naky-c8ly-qtiaa Doctor HidiH^hin the phy 
staan, Mirza hossein sesevl and another learned man fro n 
MSltan whose name I have forgotten All theso bei ig introduced 
with respect, were honoured with a request to he seated in 
general he attended to these learned assemblies in a hall set 
apart for that purpose Over against his own Mesned but on the 
(6qi) Id I coQDtxj wli«ra tber« w to t*w book*, tad wbara eot ou mia li a 
tbOOMDd cu and oot C09 lastoQUoa ha* aay indJiatlori fa rtd, ttarj 

tcUiof become* a proteskw reij tuefal tofiratmee. Bat for wlut F To Itirn 
fometlilaf t No | oalj to loll them to ilaep 

(Ct) ItiD oolawfot to read tb« Coru U aoj other maaoer tluo vfth tbe role* 
ud the hifbtr the voice tb« greater the merit 

(5a) The moaotiid* or rather bill* of RadJ auhl ax three or fopr dajj oorth 
wcit of IISrihU*ahid, proiace oitor I lea to tiu thickoo* of a eldUiaf hot 
b^da each lea, tbe loduoj hare a motbod of iniQafa:tDriax artificial ice irith 
bolki water (aad no other) eipoeed tba whole olfht to a stUl weather where It 
coofcale Id plates of earth to the thlckaest of a crow i Bat ^a scriki g tla^lir 
ityU thb befled water Deeds bo jhotterei fro-n the wind no» oal/ b/ * ikl u the 
plates la an eacavadoo two feet d»^ where they are ra jed In row i bat Isaby 
ecreeoiDj ft with of straw This Ic* b mniof ctored fnra Nore objr to 

Pebnarr end wheo a eofiefent (joanthy he* beeo proeanid, ft b thr e la -wipr 
aodrammeddowafaacfcrtetmtdeop of tfilck waits wfth a dj->r mide brf a J 
thick corered with straw j uajr the chJ*et /taelf « farther defended fro-n tie hertbr 
aa additional roerf of etraw rislaf some feet above the other 
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oppo«?ite side of the hall, another Mesned was always spread for 
Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, with a large pillow at the back of it, 
(that learned gentleman used always to come into the palace by 
the water-gate, that being the nearest) As soon as his Paleky 
had landed him at the rails of the terrace, which is on a level with 
the main hall, (a privilege granted only to three persons more, all 
Princes of the blood) and he had commenced ascending the steps 
towards the audience hall, which is not a small distance, Aaly- 
verdy-qhan used to rise, and to stand upon his own Mesned, 
waiting his walking in When the learned man had advanced so 
far towards the hall, as to leave his slippers, and he had entered into 
the hall (and this was a vast spacious building), then the Viceroy 
quitted his Mesned” and advanced some steps , and having made 
a respectful bow, the salute was returned in the same style by the 
learned man, who went and took his seat at the Mesned prepared 
for him After his being seated, Aaly-verdy-qhan returned to 
his own Mesned, and resumed his seat, and then he sent him a 
small pillow, one of the four always placed on the right and left 
of the Prince’s Mesned. Immediately after, the Hoccas (63) of 
Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, of Naky-c81y-qhan, of Doctor Hadi-qhan 
and of Mirza-hossein-sus^vi, were brought in, and presented to 
them Aaly-verdy-qhan himself never smoked, but he drank 
coffee, and it was distributed round Coffee being drunk, a 
pillow was placed before the learned Moltani, and then a Coran 
was set upon it , being one of those written by Sheh-mahmed, 
son to Yac8b-Calini or the Calinian. It was a copy of one of 
those exemplaries, lyhich having been drawn up according to 
the rules of the Imanntes, and then presented to the Lord of 
Command, who approved them with the word Caad (64) which 


(63) The pipe which is an instrument so plain as well as clean with Europeans, 
and so slovenly rich and costly with the Turks/ is with the Indian an apparatus 
called Hocca (Hoocaw hy the Europeans), but of an ingenuity, elegance, and clean- 
ness, that would inspire an inclination to smoke even to those who naturally detest 
the very smell of tobacco in shape Sea the remark 120, section ii 

(64) Sufficient The Corans of the two sects differ only in two words, and 

these two upon only the ablution of the feet The Imamttes or Pontificals, are the 
Sliyahs, as they style themselves , for the word Shyah signifies separahstes or schis- 
matics The Lord of Command is no other than that same Imam^Mehdi v/ho dis- 
appeared under one of the last Qhalifs of the House of Abbass, but is to appear 
again at the end of the world, to convert all mankind to the true sect, that is to 
the Skytsin or /ntamtsm ^ 



he wrote underneikh, were ever after reputed authentic, and caJ W 
by that epithet The learned MSItaay read one or two chapters 
of it^ translating at the same time phrase after phrase and the 
niceties and dtfilenities m those chapters were occasionally 
eladdated and explained by the Lord Mir maboied aaly the 
learned. Sometimes All} verdy-qhan himself would offer a 
question or ask about some particular passage id which case 
he was answered by Mir mahmed-aaly faxyl These conferences 
^d readings always lasted two hours after which the Lord 
s^yd rose, and Aaly Tcrdy-qhan having as usual advanced some 
steps, made hlm«a respectful bow, and remained standing until 


the Lord had put on bis slippers, and was advancing to bis PaJeky 
at which t|me he returned to his Mesned, and resumed his seat 
The learned men being departed tbe chiefs of ofGces, the general 
intelligencer and the rich banker Djagat seat, with some dthers 
attended and read or mentioned the news of every part of 
Hindu , or they reported aach statements and revenue matters, 
as had remained from the morning audience and this second 
audience likewue took up two foil hours. Sometimes Nevaxish 

mahraed^han attended and sometime^i^ ~ ^ , 

SciadjedWdib ^ {^Uoa9 
if into filled by » number of Umuoub 

pirted the room >■” „ Uirta 9 hem«:ddin 

^^xm^-nbean djevad^b beghy , nod 


■ 1 jt u not »i » curlOBlty ci tte 

( 85 , U.b«^ 1-dl- Jf ■» b»n«. « “ 

jo„Bg ™dltfa. hM nottloj .nncbnj 1" b-U 

b dx rf' ' tW. W« tb. Udol 

^ to th.1 ^ 

o- r'^r^'SbT «b« 

*«■ " ‘"r tl. t«t -ft" dmr. . d.y 1 
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and for about two hours together he amused himself with their 
craking jokes upon each Other, and with their mutual satires. 
By this time it becoming dusky, the taper-bearers and candle- 
- lighters presented themselves m order with their implements, 
lighted, (66) as is the Hindostany custom, and from the farther 
end of the yard made their bows, and then repaired to their 
stations It was at that particular time, that the Viceroy made 
his nightly-prayer , and the hall being cleared of men, apd made 
•womintsh^^^l) his consort attended, together with Seradj-ed- 
doulah’s consort and some other Princesses of his family which 
came to see him , and as Aaly-verdy qhan never supped, but 
only ate so iie fruit, a quantity of fresh or dried fruits with a 
quantity of sweetmeats was presented to him, of which he ate 
a little, desiring the ladies to partake of the entertainment , and 
in general he distributed to each her share This repast being 
over, the ladies retired, and the hall being made ntanish again, 
It was immediately filled with the officers of the guard, the bed- 
watclman, and the story-tellers ; at which time he used to geft 
upon his bed, where the latter lulled him to sleep After hiving 
slept two or three hours, he would awake, and ask what hour it 
was and who was present ? And being answered accordingly, 
he took another nap, waking and asking by turns three or four 
times every night , but at all times he was awake and up, two 
hours before the dawn of the day, to recommence that circle of 
evacuations and occupations which we have been just describing 
He was so bountiful in rewarding Ins servants, and in obliging 
his Ministers, his relations, and all those that could approach him, 
that his character in that respect is almost beyond belief He 

of several months or even yeira All these (who would believe it I'l have female 
inclinations , wear a female dress , and there is at Lucknow a whole lane inhabited 
by those wretches— >and this is all that decence allows me to say on that head 

(66) Even so late as Aaly-vcrdy'<jhan the Court of MSrshSd abad burned 
nothing but oil, in lamps of ^old and silver, although there is plenty of wax in 
Bengal, where it is made up by wild bees Nor was any other thing used In all 
the Courts of India It is the Battle of Palassy and its consequences that have 
introduced wax-candles eVerjnvhere —The implements mentioned here were nothing 
but rags, occasionally besprinkled wth oil 

(67) The adjectives, manisk and ‘uomamsk, have been conserved, or rather 
coined here, to save a circumlocution, which would have made the phrase languish , 
and also to give the reader a glimpse at thr Eastern phrase, and at the Hindostany 

' idiom on that particular occasion 
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ht 'snshes that / should aluays havt octaston to employ htm 
*andtoput\t in kts parser to ask favours for himself and 
friends but in the name of common sense, what ts the matter 
‘ mth your ovHselves that you should join issue with him and 
‘ make common cause of kis opinion f What rorong havt the 
^ English done me, that I should wish them ill T Look at yonder 
‘ plain covered with grass should you set fire to li there would 
‘ be no stoppnng its progress , and who ts the man then who shall 
put out a fire that shall break forth at sea and from thence 
come out upon land T Beware of lending an ear to such pro- 
* posals again , for they vnll produce nothing but eml 
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The course of our history requires now that, before we part 
with Aaly-verdy-qhan, \\e give some account of the learned and 
pious men that livdd in his Court and in his“dominions ; or who, 
coming on the report of his munificence, had ]ust time to see 
him, before Iqs death, 
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The forenioit of them uas the Molnv) or Doctor Nassyr, 
native of Sheh p8ra, and a descendant of Shems eddin, the Com 
plaint promoter', irbose tomb and monument are in great repute 
in the province of A8d The Moluvy’s grandfather bad quitted 
the place of his native country, to come and settle in that town 
in the province of Bahar and in his youth, that is, m the time 
of the Navvab Sdistah-qhan the Forgiven he had been a disciple 
of Mollah sheh mahmed Shirazi, a learned man, who after hav 
ing passed some time in Bengal, had quitted India, and returned 
to his beloved country which had been all this while the constant 
object of Ms regrets The disaple who was enthusiastically 
attached to his master, and to the sciences, quitted both friends 
and country to foUois him into Iran and such was his attach 
ment to bis studies, that although he was so distressed os to travel 
all the way on foot, from India to Iran he never missed a da/s 
lesson Arrived in Iran, he attended to the lessons of the masters 
oi that country, until he became himself a complete pro&clent in 
the whole drde of Sciences, espedalJy m the speculative ones 
such as Astronomy, Mathematics and Algebra. So that become 
himself now a man of character and renown be passed hts days 
in Iran, in honor and affluence He afterwards came to Cab8l, 
where he was employed as Second, in carrying messages to the 
Iranian Govomon and Grandees of that fronUor as that employ 
ment bad been lately declined by Mir ghSlam mahmed the 
Mebadlon, a man of great eminence and inoompsrable learning 
who bad been hitherto employed in those negotlstiont, and had 
more than once served the famous Emir-qban as a mediator in 
hia differcnts with the neighbouring powers Moluvy nassyr 
after a long stay in that country returned to India nnd having 
obtained from the Emperor a small Djaghlr or freehold m the 
province of Bahar, his native country he settled at Aiim aba<h 
lyhere the house ho has raised is still standing and was accord 
ing to his will, left to his grandson, Mahmed hasseo qhan who 
inhabits the same to tfifv^y 

The second of those e^a«t men was Da8d aaly-qhan, better 
known nndor tho name of Ziir KM’fin-'llun He was the eldest 
aon of Moluvy naaayr equal to hull ui the practical aaencea, 
which he had learned from him aupenor to him in the 

apiritnal onea, which he held only from .himself At bis father’s 
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death, he was appointed not only his universal and sole heir, by a 
bill of sale in due form, but also acknowledged as his executor. 
Nevertheless, without availing himself of those deeds, he had the 
generous equity to make an equal division of the paternal estate 
between all the members of his family , and it was such as would 
have been otherwise required by the laws of God ; keeping only 
such a share to himself as he might have been entitled to, in that 
case. After having in this manner arranged his affairs, he felt 
himself fired with a desire of visiting(7o) the Gate of the Pontiff 
of the World, of beholding the completioh of Musalmanism,(7i) 
and of kissing the threshold of that door which is watched by 
hosts of Angels, that is, the luminous monument of the Prince of 
Prophets (72) (upon whom, as well as upon his pure offspring, be 
salute and grace to all eternity ') After having enjoyed, to his 
heart’s content, that measure of happiness, after which his heart 
had so long panted, he returned to the place of his nativity, where 
he passed his time in assisting the Sdyds and necessitous, and in 
serving his God, by obliging his creatures In the number of 
causes daily brought before him for his decision, (for he was both 
a Casuist and a Magistrate) his sole view was to cut the different 
short, to the satisfaction of both parties, always contenting him- 
self with his legal fees , and this small pittance, joined to his 
portion of the paternal estate, he managed with so much industry 
and economy, as to live honorably himself, whilst he proved a 
sure resource to the needy and necessitous, and especially to the 
forsaken widow, and the forlorn orphan, all which he constantly 
admitted, in great numbers, as his table (73) partaking of a simple 
fare in theii company, without pretending to live better by hinr- 
self in private , and it would be difficult on that subject to give 
him all the praises he deserves , nor does the historian make 
any difficulty to acknowledge the impotence of his tongue, on 
that extensive article We ought also to observe that on his 
return from having kissed the sacred and sublime thresholds, he 
altered his name from Da8d-aaly-qhan, which he had, to that of 
Zair-hoss6in-qhan, \\hich he assumed, constantly glorying in 

(70; Nedjef, alias Cbfah (71) Mecca (72, Medina 

(73) This part of the text, which is very plain for an Indian, would be ,_very 
obscure for an European, without a note. The tables spread in India arc nothing 
but a painted clotli or even a white cloth, of the form of a long iquarc , for 
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the alteration After a glorfous life of seventy years, lie repaired 
to the mansions of Divine Mere) and it was observed that at the 
moment of rendering the gbost, after a virtuous life in whuh he 
bad been mvanabiy serving bis God he had that adorable name 
in his mouth and that be breathed his last in pronouncing the 
words, 0 God 1 may the Almighty's merty rest upon him for 
ever ! 

The third person ^vaB Mir raahmed-sabm, one of the most 
virtuous and most venerable persons of Anm^bad as well as a 
disaple of Mirza radez moosevl qhan the Poet His knowledge 
was in much repute and his composiboos in much esteem and 
celebrity , but I cannot speak properly of them having no personal 
knowledge of cither 

The fonrth was the Molavy, or Doctor Mahraed aaref one 
of the most learned men of bis time aud one of those men fond 
of comers and rebrement He utw reported to have an excellent 
character but he died m the 6rst years of Aaly verdy qhan's 
takiag possession of Bengal, and he was entombed in the Castle 
of Azicn^abad where he had always resided One of bis disaples 
called Shah gi 2 rg( 74 ) or Saiot Wolf was a pious man fseeking 

ioAUoce, tea feet In ksasth, by her at 6 ve in breadth spnad apao t cjrpet of 
lecthtr brcraitt; wHh ft for that ptii^oM i or nwe cwatacttly upon tha esrperinj: 

or mat of tbe TtxJOL Tlia maitcr of the hcow nrt* oo tba gjouod, for Inatmo^ on 
the oorthem part, with a down or more or laai amaU dlabei foe hij oanaolf } tod 
thorn rosy be tiro other soch sasortmeot* ipwad on both aides of him, for two 
gurots, and two more or four fur as rosoy arats more, which are ahafl nppoxa 
sltdna oa the anttara aad eastern below those four goests, 

the oamber of (fishes fO oo dfmlirisMiy lo each assortment, ni^TlTlfe»y-«ieh tha 
•ostham side { Mad thare the no tnher shrinks to two or three, and these too of ae 
In/erfor sort raj often, as being dextioed for people of a rciy diff er ent tutioa. A 

shocked at m moefa rastkity obsarrod, that U those people were worth the 
Narrab i company they were worth hi» Tktaal> dl»o j and If no Uus vlctoalc, they 
were not worth ha company neKhcr and, of conrse, ought oot to alt at alL He 
was answered : A'af m, *ir mr m mat wc* kmr^>ke*Tttd wum ms du Frtnfkis 
and TwUf /mr U a aw* U bt m Narvmb i/hs U mmi didiM^mitksd fy itiitr ridmalt, 
mud in grtaifr qumtftlij timn kis mrdmnf Well, let him eat them all to 
himself, Id bis closet, la priratai then I shall hare ao ob}ectictai to Us estiog 
a ambefgils and pounded p^I (Tbb is sooarimes done) Wknir Ssgttntm 
mmn U mmi aUns mUi mi mftm dtfmdm^ oW him / 

<74) Thoe whloalcti oamm oeght eat to sarpiise the reader These Fakirs, 
oo devoting themsalrea to swi a always aa«roe fantastical titles, as well as 
f»nt*5tlcil dresses. There has baan at lla-abid such a oun as Simk^emmiU, at 
Saint Dog and such a woman, or KaHroee, as Sksk-esHUt Samt Bitch j tad at 
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God), whom I have often seen. He lived in solitude and 
celibacy, at a distance from the world ; and he spent his time in 
prayer. 

The fifth was Mir-rustcm-aaly, <i man satisfied with his 
corner, but not destitute of science and erudition. This is, at 
least, the character given him by the pc rsonsthat much frequent 
religious men f knew him but little , but he passed for a man 
versed in the sense of the Coran, and capable of all the subtilities 
of e\planation He died at Azim-abad, in Rain-nirain’s Govern- 
ment, and lies buried close to the spot called the Monument of 
Mir-afzyl, the Cashmirian merchant. It was for this following 
reason The merchant, who intended to embrace the same kind 
of life, and was attached to him personally, got him buried in 
that spot which he had bought for his own burial , and on his 
death-bed, he ordered that iiimsclf should be buried at his feet. 

The sixth w'as Shah-mahmed-aamin, who lived in celibacy, 
a man much \crscd in the sense of the Coran, and so very intel- 
ligent as to be inferior only to an Angel Intent, both interiorly 
and exteriorly, on the service of his God, he seemed to be brim- 
ful of the rays of the love of his Maker. In his actions and words 
he seemed to have no otlier view' than that of concentring his owm- 
sclf in the love of the Eternal being, and in a boundless attach- 
ment to the Infinite One. His Avords and actions made so much 
impression on the mind, that I, the poor man, having gone on the 
fame of his character, to render him a visit, felt within myself, 
on entering his dwelling such a disgust at the avocations of this 
world, and so strong an inclination for abandoning this borrowed 
habitation, and for addicting myself henceforward to the love 
of God only, that I w'as nearly taking my last resolution on that 
subject He passed the nights in adoration and mortifications, 
always awake , sleeping hardly one hour’s time by day. His 
dwelling was endlessly thronged by visitors , but he was so intent 
on the object of his love, and he pronounced the ejaculation, 
O my beloved ? ” in such a manner j he fetched such deep 
sighs, and drew from his breast such moving sobs *, that the hearts 
of the by-standers were set on fire. He was not deficient in learn- 
ing , but his master, Shah-mahmed, was famous at Azim-abad 

have seen at MSrshSd-abad Shah-abdesh'shittaitf or Saint Servant of the Devil, 
Nay, hi5 very successor was Shah’Shittani "Saint Devil 

S. M. VOL, 11. — 22. 
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having recovered his health, became 50 etUched to Shah hiidery, 
that he turned his disciple, with all his children, and his whole 
family , and always paid turn the highest regard Matters re 
roamed on that footing, antll the General was slain with bii 
roaster, Ser efraz^qhan, at the battle of Gheriah upon which In 
telligeoce, Shah hdlderi quitting his domicile bf BigalpSr came 
to MSrsbSd abad, where he loaded \aly verdy*qhan with bitter 
reproaches, for his black ingratitude reproaches with he bore 
patiently nor dTd there come any word from that Pnoce s 
mouth, but snch a savoured bomillty and submission (78) The 
pious man went into the 6eld of battle, where after having ex 
burned GhdSss^ban's body, as well as those of his children, 
together with the few companions of his that had chosen to die 
with their heroical General, he carried them to BagalpSr, where 
he committed the whole to the earth and dying himself some 
years after, he was burled close to the General his friend. Shat 
djtafry, his son, with less btuotoess of zeal, and more modestj 
Lban his father, or his equals, lived In silence, in contentmen 
in resignation, and la the obhnon of the delights and incite 
meats of the world bat nevertheless he was so mach esietme 
by Aaly verdy qban, and by bis children, that they pnded i 
shewing him the utmost regard Nevertheless he never departet 
from the humlhty of his condition, bat lived poor and like : 
real monk , only whenever he intended to intercede for othen 
he then applied to the great ones, but it was in such a mannei 
as to shew be did not valne their grandeur more than a stran 
It happened at some time that Yessen qhan, Fodjdar of Bagal 
p8r, had put an end to the pensions paid by that department t 
poor necessitous people bat had not touched to that of Shah 
djaafri s, which he used to send r^olarly but which the holj 
man refused to touch, unless the pensions of so many needy 
people were restored at the same time nor did he complain, 01 

TThlch tb* D*w prOid/U b obll^ cemtbta to g rhg fcml Unfair* tod lmpr*rt 
tkm*, to th* thrw fir*t fMctoort of Mihoaet, isd Indeed tli b«t fritada an 
rtaaoch protwtor*, wit AW-b»' Omar and Osman. Heoc* those anjmoiltk 
betvMn the two tteta tb* baonUi Mag tolenot, and the Sb^ lotoferant 

(78} Tb* wad*r may #*e Id this alafU loiUBca amonrit many oth*« trace 
of tb* prrfoond rtoeratlon with wbidi Fakirs are behtld In India Thb reneratloi 
goes » far that em CbrUttan Mtolonaries who by the ringaUrlty of their aJr am 
gaib are repoted European Fakfaa come In fora ibar* of lU effects. 



e\ cn make any application to^ Aaly-vercly-qha n \rho had so high 
a regard for him. But that Pfince having been informed of the 
injury done to the necessitous of those parts, loaded Yessen- 
qhan with reproaches and curses, and ordered the pensions to 
be re-established on the former footing , and then only did Shah- 
djaafry accept his own. He was naturally of a firm, fearless 
temper At the time w'hen Mustapha-qhan, after having quitted 
the service, was marching towards BagalpSr, some Sunnies, dis- 
pleased w’llh the injurious language w'hich he endlessly poured 
against the Prophet’s three first successors, deferred him to his 
Afghans (yg) as a bitter enemy of their sect , and it was reported 
that Mustapha qhan wanted to call him to an account , but this 
report did not frighten him. On the contrary, when that General 
arrived .at BagalpSr, the holy man remained firm and immobile 
in his habitation, waiting patiently for the crown of Martyrdom. 
Luckil) for him that this threatening evil vanished of itself But 
his firmness was no less conspicuous in an affair, that did him a 
deal of honor It w-as about the time of Scradj-ed-doulah’s 
nuptials, a Mussulman who had killed a consecrated bull (So), had 
his hand cut oft by order of Abiram, the ‘Hindoo Officer at 
BagalpSr, as Representatne of Ata-ollah-qhan, the Fodjdar, then 
absent , and although the man went to A7im-abad, and carried his 
complaints to the great and mighty ones, nobody took notice of 
him Shah-djaafri, shocked at this neglect of justice, joined issue 
with the injured man , and a general sedition arising Ata-ollah- 
qhan became very uneasy, as a multitude of people thronging at 
his door, wanted to break into his house The Afghan Generals, 
Shimshir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan, w’ere then encamped w’lthout 
that city, although out of service , and they seemed inclined to 
join the insurgents, in so much that the sedition was rising to a 
height , when the Governor presented himself in the middle of 
the people, and observed that Aaly-verdy-qhan w^ould be injured 
by this fray, and incensed at this affair Shah-diaafry answered • 

(79) The Afghans are all Sunnies, as is all Hindostan, and the rest of the 
Mahometan world, and even several provinces of Persia are Sunnies 

( 8 0) These bulls are called sanrs, and are consecrated to God, as so many 
Exvotos They have in general an ear slit for distinction’s sake, and are found even 

' in such great cities as Calcutta, where they are to be seen in most crowded markets, 
nerfectly harmless, unless they discover another satir. They are all fat In the 
f Gentoo laws, it is capital, to kill one of these bulls, of 'a co\v 
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Pacify iht tnjured Si}d and 1 havf nothing io say The Seyc 
beiogsent for, the Governor pacified Jum, by promising him a sum 
of money with some presents and by stvcanng to pnnub those 
that bad maimed him , then only did the malcontents disperse to 
their homes There are bat few meoi that could hare mustered 
on that occasion, so much courage, and faith, and disinterested 
ness as be did. The troth is, that be was naturally fearless and in 
trepld , and people remember still, that Shah djoafry being then 
a 3muDg man, and on a party of bunting, a tiger made bis appear 
ancc at the alght of which, Mahmed-c8t8b elder son to General 
Gh68ss-qhan, forbade his going nearer The S^yd shocked at the 
order, galloped forward, and jumping down from his horse he 
went dose to the tiger and gave him two or three strokes of his 
whip, to the amasement of all the beholders The animal instead 
of tearing him to pieces turned tail, and skulked away, exactly 
like a mouse before a cat the Son oi iht Lion of God (fi) 
purged - mtb qgOQF t'flBd-4ylwJistoj^s^? could 

reach the aninuh A chamctcr so fearless was nevertBeTSSr 
dlsUnguubed by much meekness, and a modesty exemplary He 
used to receive and to entertain all visitors, partaking In com 
men with them of one and the same humble fare and in this 
modesty, as well as in bU readiness at all times to support the 
complaints, and to promote the interests of the Faithful (82) 
without any view to himself he bad hardly any cquaL He died 
at Monghlr, whilst the Nawab Mir-cassim qhan was residing 
there in the blaie of full power bat his fnends earned bis body 
to Axim^bad, where he was buned m a particular spot, which 
be had selected for that very purpose In his Hfe-time. May 
God have done him the favour of jofnlng him to the ohomses of 
his pious ancestors 1 I 

There were, betides those holy men whloh we have been 
mentioning, numbers of pious and rellgloui persons, in different 
parts of Bengal, all persons bf character for sanctity of life and 
leammg bat of whose life, I am not sufBacntly informed to 

(8t) Ai]/ oopbev And tOD4a4a«^to UobAmm*d, wan tof Uf brartrj called j 
tb« U»* ff Go4 Bst ht haa nuOr mon epithets^ Shah-djaafrl, bdof a . 
defcefidairt <rf hlv coOOT bb aon. \ i 

(83) Tba aedbor as wel! as tbt Salol, thtdefstaod I7 tbit word, oqIj the SAmis, J 
(bat b, tb« people di tbeb cwb sect, 1 

\ 
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commemorate them properly lierc One of these was Shah-gh 8 Iam- 
aal}, in the village of Di\rah, about the town of Arvel Shah- 
bcdi-cddin was another, together with others, who descended 
from Shah-sherf-eddm-yahya of Bahar We must also mention 
Shah-cahilen, in Saher-scram, and Shah-mahmed-mah in Bella, a 
lependence of Monghir, and also . Shah-ncdjm-eddin, better 
nown under the name of Shah-m 6 Slah, in the district of S 8 r 8 dj- 
jara, a dependence of Monghir, where he lived with a deal of 
3 ase and satisfaction, enjoying a small estate in land, the revenue 
of which he spent in entertaining all comers or travellers that 
would call on him. But Haidcr-aaly-qhan w'ho commanded Aaly- 
\crdy-qhan’s artiller). having commenced an acquaintance with 
liim, that General made application to that Prince for his bestow'- 
ing on the holy man the small Parganah or District of Cagra, in 
the dependence of Monghir , and the request w'as complied with, 
w’lth the best grace in the w'orld , so that the General one day 
presented him w'lth the patent of it Now that estate is enjoyed 
by his descendants, that is, by his wife’s relations, who all live 
comfortably upon the product of it 

There were in those times at Azim-abad numbers of persons 
who loved sciences and learning, and employed themselves in 
teaching and in being taught , and 1 remember to have seen in 
that city and its environs alone nine or ten professors of repute, 
and three or four hundred students and disciples ,( 83 ) from 
whence may be conjectured the number of those that must have 
been in the great towns, and in the retired districts Amongst 
those that flourished in the towm of Bahar, the Cazy-g81am- 
muzalfer, better known under the title of Muzaffer-aaly-qhan, 
was personally known to Aaly-verdy-qhan, who appointed him 
to the office of Supreme Judge of M 8 rsh 8 d-abad. He was a 
^ learned, ingenious, well-behaved man, who wrote well both in 
verse and in prose 

As to those men of merit and knowledge, who led by their 
particular destiny, quitted the regions of Iran to come to Bengal 
( and into Hmdostan, and who in particular settled in Bahar and 
\zim-abad, the first of those venerable personages was the Prince 

I ' — ■ 

(83) The reader must rate properly all those students, and all those eXpres- 
ons Their only object was the Coran, and its eommcntarics, that is, the Maho- 
1 ictan religion, and the Mahometan law 
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confounded »t the message, answered In a note, tJiat he had not 
been able to understand His Excellency’s message, “ but as to 
'what you have been pleased" added he " to write of your 
' having no fears ’’ 

Verses 

Tbert li » certttn being cilleii God wWcb yoo kcow 
“ Can astoag* even the blllom of a rtormjf aea- 

After this nfFair poverty took the upper hand of that worthy 
man Lucidly that a little time after, Aaly djah mlr-cassem qhan 
having seated himself upon the Mchned of the sovereignty of 
Bengal and established himself fully In the possession of the three 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orcfisa, he was pleased to call 
me from Rad3a Ram narlln'a service into his own as t\e shall 
mention subsequently and to pot it m my power to procure him 
from that Prince a noble pension which enabled him to repaj 
his creditors However he did not long enjoy that state of nfRu 
ence nnd in a couple of yearn more bu last hour being come, he 
was interred In that spot of groond which had betin boogbt *1?) 
Mirwcassem qhan, and ts close to the monoment of Saadet qhan s 
father Doctor Ab 81 >catsero bis dlsdple and friend, oat of r 
gard to hu memory, and out of respect to his tomb, bidit himself 
a houie close to It It u true he Was a Casbmirian indeed (89) 
but yet he proved to be a man of excellent qualifications So 
tliat after having honourably and virtuously lived In that house for 
a number of years he departed Ibis life last year that is In the 
year 1193 of the Hedjra, and repaired to the mansions of the 
Divine forgiveness. He was boned dose to bis master and teach 


er and lett bchurd n character of a good natured man 
desirous of serving Cjod, and of obliging hia creatures ^ jnt 

ed with the Arabic, withjw«p^^|-^jp^^\YUb-sacrea law, and w»_^ 


Its explanations and commentaries and whose mam scope after 
God s service, was to be useful to men being htmielf a man of 


(89 Th (.jvhaunau JS well u B«i3galit«s, bcu- a rtrug* efatneter ill ortr 
HIrdoiU for rogemy and lopodeac*. Tba prororb tMjit 

ki Pin BtnnlUt Djmdjmii The Cashmlriaa sets M u) AthsUt | but th* 
BcogaUw U cm* from wbooB tfaerc i* do dlieotADgliDg ooo **el| Hewtrtr 

tu rr U 4 rtlU raofB fortnldible adage sgaJoit CaalicDlrlaii women i aa adage, whki 
tt -os (0 tet at noodit tnow angaglog anntaoaocci those elegant ahapea. thoM 
r rrl £ [e lore*, and tliat Lugeiilotu fertility la lore contrlrucei, wUeb nature 
w largely bettowwl on them j and U U this r OuJmiri bi PM h 4 Lfwt^ n4 
iMrri The ftHhlesi Caahmirfan ifibrda neither taste nof flaTonr 
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excellent quahlications He died suddenly the i8th of Ramazan, 
as he was breaking his fast in the first part of the .night, (90) • 
and he was universally regretted. May God receive him in the 
arms of His mercy ! 

After so many deaths, none remains from amongst those 
virtuous men of former times, but two persons , and it is for 
their sakes doubtless that blessings arc still showered down upon 
earth from heaven , and it is these few wlio distribute still as 
much a*: they can afford, the sealed liquor of knowledge and 
science to the thirsty creatures of God The first of these two 
is the glorious Sdyd, that token of the beams of the Divinity, the 
discoverer of the subtilities and difficulties of the eternal science 
S^yd-m.ihined-aal) , (the cooling waters of whose virtues and 
learning may God Almighty render perennial for my particular 
benefit, and as well as that of all the Believers) His father w£ts 
a native of Iran , but himself was born in H^idcr-abad, one of the 
two capitals of Dccan, where his father was no sooner arrived 
than his wnfe was brought to bed of .1 son. The father, intent 
on improving the mind of his child, carried him back to Iran, to 
have him educated tliero , and the hoy being earl\ intiated in 
the rudiments of knowledge, took such a liking to learning and 
to learned men, that in order to push his studies, he attached 
himself to the complete, doctor and excellent teacher, our lord 
and teacher Mahmed-sadyc-sistani He got his name inscribed 
amongst his disciples, and applied himself intensely to the business 
of sounding all the depths of knowledge, and'of unfolding all the 
subtilities of science , nor did he ever part with that illustrious 
master, so long as he lived , but continued to increase his 
acquisitions, until by intense application and gradual labour, he 
arrived at the utmost height of science , and now he is famed for 
universality of learning In the science of theoretical and practi- 
cal physic especially, he is reputed to have not his equal With 
all his merit, and all his knowledge, he u’as in imitation of all the 
learned men, his predecessors, fond of retirement, and obscurity, 
passing his time in perusing the works of ancient masters, nor 
was he drawn out of his retirement, but by the evils that poured 

(90) The iVlahometins fast rigorously dunng that whole month, from the 
dawn of the day to sunset, wuhout either eating or drinking, and even without 
smelling any perfume — See Note TzS — Section II 
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at ODCt upon hu counkr) Hw master died during tlic siege of 
Isfahan and his father retired to the mansions of Divine mercy 
Meanwhile, the country of Inm( 9 i) becoming a scene of oppres 
aioQ and troubles, and a variety of revolutions succeeding each 
other, he remembered his nabve country of India, and resolved to 
return thither After his arrival in Bengal, he lived some days 
at PSranlah, hut in a little time he thought proper to quit that 
country, as S^If qhan had some abruptness In bu character, as 
well as some profligacy in his morals From thence he repaired 
to Axim-abad, where he met Abdol-aaly qhan, the poor man s 
paternal unde, who thinking himself honoured by such a guest, 
received him generously, and undertook to support him with 
decency However, as occasions and opportunities to serve him 
did not offer, and he wished for an mdepeodent subsistence he 
quitted Axim*abad and repaired to A8d and Lucknow where he 
remained a long time , until he was Invited over by Zin>eddin 
ahmed qhan. Governor of Azim>ahad, who wrote him pressing 
letters on that subject The worthy man, who took those invita 
boos to be so many tokens of a return of good fortune repair 
ed to Aiih)>abad, where the Governor no sooner heard of his 
being near than be sent some persons of note to bnog him over 
and he received him with the utmost disdncbon making him 
several presents , for he thought it an honour to settle upon him a 
noble pension as well as to oblige him in everything in bis 
power This state of things lasted until that worthy Prince was 
murdered by ShimshiNqhao , at which lime the S6yd s house 
was plundered, and himself reduced again to poverty but hear 
mg that Aaly verdyi*qhan was amved at Mongher he like the 
Prophets of old fled from a land of oppression and took shelter 
in the Bengal Array where the Viceroy looking upon his august 
arrival as something suipioions to himself, and as something that 
announced success and victory to his arms, received him with 
distinction and settled a plentiful pension upon him which was 
always regularly paid nor did ho ever abate anything from tlie 
kindnesses and attentions sbewn him at flrsL But the Sd>d him 
self fired with a desire of seeing the complebon of Mussulmanlsm 
and visiting the monument of the Prince of Men and kissing the 

(gi) Penh hu no otlier feaenl taune tU orer the £u£. It (s onlf that p«rt 
of H h called Pars the Penis of the Greeks wfakfa bears that Eoropeao cam* 
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venerable threshold of the First of Pontiffs, (92) (upon whom be 
grace for e\er *) took a journey thither by sea, and having enjoy- 
ed the happiness for which he had panted so long, he returned 
to Bengal where he found the Viceroy dying, and Seradj-ed-doulah 
disposing of everything. The new Prince, with a petulance 
that became his character of ignorance and profligacy, instead of 
continuing to use with distinction so woithy a man, offered him 
indignities , he ordered him to quit the apartment where he lived 
in the palace, and this too without allowing him a moment’s 
respite The poor man ^confounded at the suddenness of the 
order, was at a loss how to account for it, and how to dispose of 
himself at so short a notice ; when he was succoured by Provi- 
dence. Hassen reza-qhan, son to one of Hadji-ahmed’s daughters, 
hearing of that worthy man’s being turned into the street, ran on 
foot to the spot ; and although not certain himself of his own fate, 
which his attachment to Nevazish-mahmed-qhan had rendered 
doubtful, and Seradj-ed-doula^s levity and profligacy, precarious, 
he engaged the worthy man to take shelter in his own house , 
and a few days after, he made him present of a dwelling and a 
spot of ground attaining to his own, where he took up his abode, 
and where he lives to this day ; it is on the water side. It is 
observable that this nobleman, who was then the flambeau and 
light of his family, had exposed himself the lion’s jaws by so 
noble an action But the Divine Mercy, in return for it, protect- 
ed him from the tyrant’s resentment in a peculiar manner, else, 
what he had done was full of danger and peril ; for the tyrant 
heard of it, and Hassen -reza-qhan came po think so himself. 
Seradj-ed-doulah is now gone. He has disappeared from the 
face of the earth, after having received a full measure for what he 
had done ; but the memory of this noble action shall illustrate 
the page of history, and remain recorded for ever 
Verse 

" After two buch examples, choose, if thou c^nst, thine own pattern 
Thanks are due to the Almighty God, that the learned man 
is still living to this day, (it being the month of Shaaban of the 

(92) The Prince of Men is Mahomet, but the First of Pontiffs, according to 
the Shyah principles of the author, is Aaly, whose pontificate, or reign, the Shyahs 
take to be the completion of M ussulmanism , the pontificate being one of the 
articles of their faith, although not an article of the Mussulman faith 
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year (93) and w spending' hu time in collating books con 
fronting autlionties, explaining the Scriptures reading lecturci 
upon sciences, and shewing the influence of his learning ani 
virtues over the whole city of M8rsh8d abatL He is assiduouslj 
attended bf Hassen Reia qban and bis children, by Malimed 
boss^in qban, by Doctor haddy-qhan's son, and by numbers ul 
the most distinguished persons of the dty, who all resort thitlici 
to reap the benefit of bis vivifying breath May God continue t( 
stretch the sliadc of that lilustnous S6yd*s person over the hcadj 
of his servants and adorers I Amen 

The second of those two lilustnous men, which remain to u: 
from the former times is the Prince of those that fear God, anc 
are attached to the rights of his PonUfT, the Cream of the Lcam 
cd In the true Saence, Hadji bcdi-eddm (Whom God may long 
conserve st the head of the Mussulmanism that ue may long re 
fresh our thirst at the cooling waters of his virtues and learn 
mg ’) He was bom w the distnct Sartin, about Arira-abad ant 
in renowned amongst those pious men who fcanng God live 
retired but v^ith honour and dccenc) After having acquired a 
knowledge of the sciences, be resolved to spend Ids days in tU 
service of bis God, and In subdtung his flesh For this purpose 
he attached himself to Qhadja mabmed djsafer the forgi\v.n, (94) 
who was a Rebgious of distinction and fortune in whose scrvict 
be remained for a long time, as his fnend and as his disdplc , and 
where he acquired such an intense love for the house of God, (95) 
and for the tombs of the illuslnous martyrs that he joined 
society with Hsdji-ahmed-aaJy, son in law to Moluvy nassyr, the 
forgiven and made £hste to perform his pilgrimage, and to nsu 
the sublime gales On his returning from thence, he went to 
kiss the venerable Kcaevtau iliresbold (ou which be grace tor 
everl) and after having enjoyed that happiness, be returned to 
India, where he now lives with his childreo and family in 

(93) TliA /eir 1779 »ad So of the Chrletlii) ef*. 

(94) Th* iwdi, tkt fwrgiotm^ *\nyt siMim to the Ba^b Biprcsiion, tb* 
Ute; the deceueL 

(95) The how of Gcpd b the Cuba or square hoose witlda the mosqae 
WecoL TTie bowo of ooe of the Maxtyra ia at Cfifth or Nedftf, where b btiriec 
Aalf There b axioUKf at Medina where b borted FTateea bb ear ud anoth'^ 
at Kerbalah, the borial ot Hovdm fab yoaagti <00. Th Re?c mb thiejif 
eW b at Tfb* or MeeVhed, where ii buried AjIj ifStn iri*. 
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Mustapha-abad, a village of hib wife's purchasing He is solidly 
pious, deeplj \ersed in the Coran and its commentaries, as well 
as in jurisprudence, and m all the matters lelating to faith 
Although noways a stranger to the profane branches of know- 
ledge, the sublimest doctors reckon him one of their number , 
and the forgiven Sheh-mahmed-aaly paid him a great deal of 
regard, and used to say, that there was but one Azim-abad in 
India, and but one Hadji-bedi-eddin. One day as the Hadji, in 
his way from Banares to his place of residence, had advanced 
to Azim-abad merely to see the venerable Shah , the latter con- 
ducted him to his very door, where he made a fervent prayer for 
him. The Hadji passes whole days and nights in prayer, nor 
IS it known that he ever missed the night-prayer called Tehedjud 
or watching His time was regularly divided , but with so much 
vigilance upon himself, that no man living can accuse him of 
having done an action contrary to law, or unworthy of his age. 
He IS now in Ins eightieth year, and regrets that whilst not one 
of the Imams or Pontiffs (on whom be grace for ever ’ ) has arriv- 
ed at such an age, his own life should have been protracted to 
such a length May God conserve so worthy a man, with all 
those that resemble him, that they may bring down the blessings 
of heaven upon earth, and refresh our remembrance of those 
that have preceded him in the paths of piety and virtue ' 

After such a digression in behalf of science and piety, the 
thread of our history requires that we should return to Seradj- 
ed-doulah That young Prince having taken possession of the 
sovereignty of Bengal, Bahar, and Oress^^pent some time m 
his mourning, and then took his seat on tiic/ throne of dominion 
and command The first operation of his government was that 
of ordering a number of his forces to march to Moti-djil, with 
injunctions to bring his aunt, Biby Gahassity, from thence, and to 
confine her in some other place , after which the Commanding 
officer was to seize every thing belonging to her, jewels, money, 
as well as furniture, and to carry it to his own treasury It was 
then that the silly woman found the consequence of having so 
liberally distributed her money. The Commanders and troops, 
who had, some time before Aaly-verdy-qhan’s demise, received 
so much gold and so many presents from her, under solemn 
promises of fighting for her cause against Seradj-ed-doulah, now 

S M. VOL. II. — 24. 
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finding not in tliem<cl\es any stomach for fighting at all had 
alread) retired to those places ofshcltcrvhlch the} had purchased 
T\ith her money, and the Commanders being already gone, soon 
nerc folloued by the multitude, so that there remained \vlth her 
but a small number of men who no sooner saw themselves In 
\e3ted, than they seemed confounded, and like men that had lost 
their nits Mir nuaur-aaly (96) was as much frightened as an} 
other This man who had been the author of those schemes of 
resistance, and who cut so great a figure In the heart of that 
Princess, as n*ell as in her household, no sooner saw himself 
surrounded, than being out of his mind as well as others, he en 
gaged In his cause by large presents, tn 0 Commanders of character 
^vho Interceded In his behalf with the new Prince, and found 
means to procure his escape These were Dost mahmed-qhan and 
Rehem-qhan , but everything found In the house of that Princess 
was registered and sent to the public treasury and that short 
sighted woman, who Instead of bating her nephew ought to have 
considered him as her own son received in that day her ju-t 
retribution, for her having consented to Hass 5 ln-cSl)-qhan s un 
just death and for havfijg been guilty of an Infinity of Infamous 
actions, with which she had dishonoured her character and famll} 
She was tUsrobed of her rank and honour, stripedjDf her wealth 
and put under confinement. Rabla begnm, her sister had on 
her side full reason to be frightened but'she escaped with little 
hurt, by the means of her daughter, relict of Ecram ed-dSuIah 
who had been broker of the reigning Prince 

This evpedp^ against Moti-djll was followed b} ver} 
great changes at s 5 urt Mir djaafer qhan who had enjoj'ed 
tjicse many years the office of Paymaster General of the forces 
lost his office, which was bestowed on a new man, Mir meden 
a gentleman sent for purposely from Djchangiur nugur^dacca 
where he was one of those attached to Hassen-eddin-qhan, 


(96) This Ulr-oamr WM « niin lo the rt/Ia of HusshlQ-cfilj'-qhin UU, 
sUnt, sod budsomt Tfali mao who ran away from Bengal with twdre of fifteen 
taca In jewels, and God knowi bow rnneh more In cash, retnnted into that coontry 
In the year 1780, poor and dhtraased iibOged to lire In hla old ago at the expense 
oI a danct>-woTn»n anvil Kxjn otanceothKi he had sqBtndercd all that tre** 
sure at Dfcr at Binarcs 
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nephew to Huss 6 in-c 81 y*qhan. Mohun-IaII,(97)Diyaii to Seradj- 
ed-doulah^s household, was appointed Divan General, and Prime 
Mirtister, with full power over every branch of administration , 
the title of Maha-radja, or Great Prince, was added to the investi- 
ture, together with a kettle-drum, a fringed Paleky, and the 
grade of five thousand horse , and so much trust was reposed 
in that man, as well as so much power lodged in his hands, that 
the Grandees and Commanders, who had already conceived a 
dislike to the new Prince, on account of his levity, and his pro- 
fligacy, as well as his harsh language, and the hardness of his 
heart, finding themselves subjected to those two new men, and 
. especially to the latter, whose arrogance they could not bear, 
now set no bounds to their discontents , and everyone of them 
sowed in his breast the thoughts of getting rid of so improper 
a Ruler; in so much that none remained attached to him, but a 
few young men,^as profligate and as giddy as himself, all of whom 
had been suddenly raised to power and influence by his means 
For as to the principal men in the city and army, everyone of 
them, shocked to see such a man on the throne, were only intent 
on finding out the means of overturning his power, whether by 
art, by force, or by treason. And soon fortune favoured their 
wishes 

Seradj-ed-doulah had, a little after his accession to the throne, 
conceived in his heart the design of wrenching the country of 
P8raniah from the hands of Sh&ocat-djung, his own cousin, son 
to the late Sayd-ahmed-qhan , and with this view he had repaired 
to.Radj-mahl, Such a sudden arrival threw Sh^ocat-djung, as 
well his favourites and Ministers into dismay They were seized 
with a panic , and as he did not trust his Ministers as yet, he 

(97) This Mohon-lal had made a present of his sister to Seradj-ed-doulah, 
which sister was a true Indian beauty, small and delicate For nothing is more 
common amongst Indians, when they want to give an idea of a surpassing beauty, 
than to say, vilien she ate Paan, you might have seen through her skin the coloured 
liquor run damn her throat , and she was so delicate as to weigh only twenty-two 
seers, (or sixty-six pounds English), which by-the-b>e, was, thej say the weight of 
that beloved girl, which Seradj-ed-d 6 ulah ordered to be immured alive She was 
detected in an intngue with Seradj-ed-doulah’s brothcr-in-law "Miss,” said the 
Pnree, “I find that jou are a whore f” ^'And so am /,” answered, disdainfulfi the 
poor woman in despair, who had been a dance-woman, "I have ever been so, This 
indeed might be made a matter of reproach to your mother, but not to me , lam so 
by trade,'' 
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turned himaelf towirds the religious and pious men of that oity 
whose praj era he requested, to the end that the imminent evil 
miplit Ik iirrlrd and Seradj-ed dfiulah might alter hu mind, 
anu return to hia capital But whilst Shiocat djung was thus 
employed news came to Seradj>ed dSuIah at Radj mahl that 
Ki>-hun bohlSb son to Raja Rahdj bSllub heretofore Divan to 
Nevazish mahmed qhan, had given the slip to the guards that 
bad been sent to Djehangbir nugur dacca to seize him, and had 
made his escape to Calcutta, where he was protected by Mr 
Drake the chief man of that town (98) On hearing this, 
Seradj^d dSulah gave up hts design against Sbiocat-djung and 
returned to MSrahSd abad , where after writing many sharp 
letters and reprimands to Mr Drake, the messages and literary 
correspondence ended in a declared war and Seradj ed^dfiulah 
assembled an arm) against Calcutta. But this Pnnee, uhose 
head was so much disordered by the fumes of pride and Igno- 
rance, as to commit an mdnity of errors, conbnued even after 
having declared war, to welter in the miry eddies of presnmp 
tion levity and insolence He neglected, and daily insulted those 
ancient Commanders that had served so faithfully and so bravely, 
Aaly verdy qhan, his uncle so that intimidated now by his 
grandson's character and foul language they did not daiis to 
open their mouths, or to take breath in his presence Most of 
them, shocked at the dishonourable expreaslons made use of In 
speakiDg to them and incensed at the insolence of the upstarts 
that had taken possession of his mind were so far from offering 
advice upon the posture of affairs, or upon the manner of pro- 
ceedmg in this expedibon, that they were In general ill inten 
tioned, and wishing to see its miscaniagc as w*ell as their 
Ruler's downfall and whilst himself, on hia side, made it a point 
not to ask anyone’s opinion on the other those he consulted 
(and these were no other than those which he had lately pro 
moted' being most of them incapable and inexpcnenced did 
not choose to mention in his presence any advice that might 
shock his sentiments, and thereby endanger the power -and 
authoniy to which they bad been so lately raised As for him 
self, he UBS ignorant of the world, and incapable to takes 

(9S) Soeb WBJ than th* atuiaetta exprenloo. ^ mndi ttUred sow j 

aadthe nsn of that town b now the Rnler rf the grwteit Emptro In IndJe, 




reasonable party, being totally destitute of sense and penetra- 
tion, and yet having a head so obscured by the smoke of igno- 
rance, and so giddy and intoxicated with the fumes of youth and 
power and dominion, that he knew no distinction betwixt good 
and bad, nor betwixt vice and virtue. His imprudence was so 
enormous that, in the middle of a military expedition, he would 
set daggers in the hearts of his bravest and ablest Commanders, 
by his harsh language, and his choleric disposition. Such usage 
naturally rendered them regardless, and utterly neglectful. Else, 
this, dispute with the English might have been terminated by a 
few w’ords in a conference, by the least of his Ministers and 
Commanders, without it becoming necessary to recur to force 
and to war. But it having been decreed by Providence, that the 
guilty race of Aaly-verdy-qhan should be deprived of an Empire 
that had cost so nuch toil in rearing; of course it was in its 
designs that the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oressa 
should be found to ha\e for masteis two young men, equally 
proud, equally incapable, and equally cruel, Seradj-ed-doulah, 
and Shiocat-djung, in consequence of their behaviour, equally 
cruel and thoughtless, smoke w'as already seen to rise from out 
of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s generation and house In one word, 
Seradj-ed-doulah, after having given his orders for assembling an 
army and a field-equipage, set out at the beginning of Ramazan, 
on that ill concerted, ominous expedition of his own contriving, 
and without consulting anyone, he by hasty marches arrived in 
that field w'hich destiny had sown with thorns and evils for his 
family The English being certain now, that Seradj-ed-doulah 
wanted to go to war with them, resolved, although unprepared 
for such an attack, to stand to their defence , they shut up some 
streets of their town fortified some houses stronger than the 
others, prepared their ancient factory, and bravely waited for the 
enemy Seradj-ed-doulah, who had a numerous artillery, and as 
numerous an army, soon took possession of those fortified out- 
posts In a little time, and without much troulile he soon be- 
came master of the English town ; and Mr. Drake, finding 
that matters went hard with him, abandoned everything, and 
fled, without so much as giving notice to his countrymen He 
took shelter on board of a ship, and with a small number of friends 
and principal persons, he disappeared at once. Those that 
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remained, finding Uiemselves abandoned by their chiefs concJud 
ed their case mutt be desperate yet most of them were im 
pressed with such a sense of honour that preferring death to 
life, they fought it out, until their powder and ball failing at last 
they bravely drank up the bitter cup of death some others 
seued by the claws of destiny, wero_ made prisoners. The cap 
hire of the factory was followed by an universal pillage The 
Compands warehouses, and the dn ellings of the principal English, 
Gentoo, and Armenian merchaots, all of which were replenished 
ivith an Infinite quantity of goods and money, were plundered b> 
the vilest part of the army nor did Serad]-cd-d8ulah reap any 
benefit from so much wealth In merchandise and money This 
^vent happened In the twenty second day of the month of Rama 
tan, in the year of the Hedjra 1169, ]ust seventy two days after 
Aaly verdy^qhan s demise Mr Watch (Watts), Chief of the 
factory at Cosslmbaiar, with a few others from the town of 
Calcutta were made prisoners, and kept in confiDement 

To all appearance It is in this a&ir that some Bibies (99) 
amongst the women of the English fell in the hands of Mirsa 
emir beg This was a gentleman attached to Mir djaafer^qhan 
one of the Generals of the army The Mirxa, wit)i aD the absti 
nence and reserve that became a man of educabon and honour 
kept them decently and notouched but in secret and at night 
he informed his master of the whole matter who gave him a 
Bkovahah (100) or swift boat, in which he put the Blbics, and 


(p9) Ladles. — There Is flat • vord here of (hose En^lbb shat up Id the BIkIc 
bole to the nnmber cf 13 , where they were mostly smolhi^^ The tnith Is, thit 
the Hlodostuees wutin^ oat> to eecore them for the olffat, as they were to be 
pre*ented the oext moralaf to the Prince abut (hem up (o whit they benrd wes the 
prUoD of the Fort wHboat herlog eoj idee of the cipsdcy of the room ; end 
indeed the English themMlrts bod oooe of It. This oiocfa Is ce c ts la thet this 
erent, which cuts ao Oepitel « fi|ere In 3 lr Watts’s performince is not known In 
Bcocsi { sod eren {0 Celcctts, ft U fgaored by «rery nun oat of the four boodred 
thoasend that Inhabit thet dty | at least It Is dUBcult li meat a slagle oaUre tbtt 
knows aaythiflg of if; eo careless, and ao locurloas are those people. Were we 
therefore to aceoa^ the Indiiu of cniehy for each a tfacmghiets acdoo, we would 
of coorae accoaa the EogUih who latsodlng to embark four haodred Geotoo 
Slpaheo% dcktioed for Madras, pot them Ifl boila, without one single neew ry and 
at last left them to bo owart by the boar where they all portabed, afier a three 
days fast. '' 

(100) A BhoraJlab Is a boat from fifty to a bnadre I and twenty feet in length 
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let his boat drive, as if by accident, with the stream. Being 
soon got past the army guards, he rowed with vigour, and in a 
little time he arrived at twelve cosses below, where Mr Drake’s 
ship lay at anchor. There he delivered the Bibies , and these 
ladies having rendered an honourable testimony to Emir-beg’s 
modest behaviour, made ^uch an impression on their husbands, 
that the latter, although nearly destitute themselves, collected 
some jewels, to make him a handsome present, in acknowledg- 
ment of his generous conduct , but it was refused by the Mirza, 
who said to one of them “ Gentlemen, what I have done, was 
not for the sake of a present , for as you are a chief man in 
“your nation, and a man of distinction and sentiments, so I am 
“ a gentleman in my own nation, and a man of honour and human- 
“ ity I have done nothing but what was required by a sense 
“of honour , and what might entitle me to your remembrance ” 
After saying this, he got into his boat, and rowing all night, he 
rejoined his master before day-break And really what he had 
done IS no more than what ought to have been expected from a 
man of honour , for such ought to be the actions of gentlemen 
As to those men who style themselves Mussulmen, and have laid 
their hands upon the properties and honour of other people, their 
actions are no better than so many suggestions of the Demon 
of Concupiscence, and so many illusions of the Devil, their 
prototype (10 1) and master, and they are such indubitably, 
although their rulers should pretend to derive their pedigree from 
the successors and heirs of the Prince of Prophets, and should 
fancy that they are actually armed and fighting in the cause of " 
God Vain are those pretensions of theirs ' For their actions 
prove indubitably that they are attached solely to this world ; 
there being an evident diffeience betwixt the works of the just, 
and those of such worldly-minded men as we whose only scope 


upon three or four in breadth, rowed by 20 or 60 rowers The rapidity with which 
they paddle against a stream that runs at the rate of from seven to twelve miles 
per hour, is past belief 

(101) This IS a sortte of our author’s upon Mir djaafer-qhan, who, four jears 
after the capture of Calcutta, made a present to Colonel Clive of ten handsome 
women out of his seraglio, that is, out of Seradj-ed-doulah’s seraglio, although he 
was himself a Seyd,jor a descendant of the Prophet’s, and, like all the Mussulmen 
Princes of Indn, had assumed the surname of Ghazi or champion fighting against 
infidels ■- , 
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and aim is this \sorId, and only this world The difTerencc is 
indeed indisputable and amazing 

Verses 

Do not meutm tb« worki of the Vlrtoots sfter jonr owueH 

Nor M far mhtake, as to find bo AffcraBca betwixt tHr arxl iJUr (loah 

Doubtless were the Prophet himself or the Prophet's heir, 
to come into the world again, whatever they should command 
would be obligatory on a Mussulman, and would require his 
submission and obedience but in the Pontiff’s absence, or that 
of his Prophet’s, self defence only becomes our right , by t\hich 
it is meant, that if anyone should attack our life, honour or pro« 
perty, and injury is not otherwise to be prevented, we have then 
a right, nay we are obliged to repel It by whatever means are 
m our power This unquestionably is lawful to us but not, that 
out of ambition and covetousness we should on those accounts, 
expose to immment danger both ourselves and the People of 
God Accursed and destroyed be the house of those faithless 
Muftees (103), who by their shameful answers and disgraceful 
sentences, have plunged a world of Unfortunates into a sea of 
evils I But destroyed it has already been God our -Lord^ 
prestrpe us at well ax all the othtr Faithful prom the wieksd 
ness of such men^ as put us tn fear of demons and of vtan (104) 
But to return to our history Seradj cd-d8alah after having 
pawd some time at Calcutta in beholding the destruction of 
bouses, and the desolation of numbers of its innocent mbabitants, 
as well as In completing some other affairs which he fancied 
to be very advantageous and proper at Ia>t set out for bis capi 
tal, where he arrived in full health He bad |eft for the guard 
of bis new conquest a body of eight or nine thousand foot and 
6ve thousand horse the whole, as well as that town under the 
command of Manic-chund hitherto Divan to the Radja Barde 
^ van This Governor was a man, presumptuous arrogant desti 
tute of capacity and wholly without courage, as it did appear 
evidently enough at Bardevan when he fled with all his might, 
on seeing Aaly verdy qhan surrounded on a sudden bj the 

(lOX) Siir ]b (^r«Un signifies •qoallj oillk bkI Tt^ or Uod the eotiad ud 
chuwttf bdag exactlj the umc 

(103) The word UmfH comlnj frocn Prt 9 a (inewer) rigidfiea a giver of arrfwm j 
ramiftt. The UnfH b tW highest Ecclerfedic*! dignity hi x cJly or prorloce 

(104) A pnsige oi the Corxn 
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larliattas It was after such an experiment that Manic-chiind was 
ntrusted with so extensive a command ; and it was after making 
3 insulting a choice, that he went on disobliging and shocking 
is principal Commanders, such as Mir-djaafer-qhan, and Rehem- 
han, and especially Omer-qhan, an old officer, whose two sons, 
elabet-qhan, and Dilir-qhan, were soldiers of merit, and as well 
s of old standing. He ill used Radja Do811obram also, as nell 
s many others, all Commanders of character, all deserving the 
tmost regard, and all thoroughly estranged from him by his 
arsh language, and his shocking behaviour ; nor were the prm- 
ipal citizens of M8rsh8d-abad better used, Djagat-seat espe- 
lally. All these were tired of living under such an administra- 
on, and wished no better than to be rid of such a government, 
y Seradj-ed-doulah’s death ; so that whenever they chanced to 
erceive any appearance of discontent anywhere, or any hatred 
gainst the present Government, they would send secret mes- 
ages to the party, with exhortations to contiive some mode of 
eliverance , under promise of their being heartily and effectually 
npported Mir-djaafer-qhan, as the most considerable and the 
lost injured of the malcontents, was the foremost amongst 
liem Djagat-seat had underhand promised to support him 
igorously , and they formed together a confederacy, which has 
een hinted at in the narrative about Shfiocat-djung, and which 
hall be explained in the subsequent pages ; for now it becomes 
►roper to resume that young Prince’s history, in order to see 
ow he went to wreck Such a digression necessarily must have 
[s place here, to answer the expectations of those, who liaving 
Iready got some idea of the profligacy and ignoiance of that 
oung man’s character, are desirous to know how he continued 
o mismanage, and how he ended at last. 

We have already mentioned how S4yd-ahmed-qhan died, 
,nd how he was succeeded by his son^ Shaocat-djung, and how 
lot thinking proper to remain in that young Prince’s service, f, 
he Poor Man, had quitted PSraniah, with intention to repair to 
kzim-abad, where our family is settled , but that hearing at 
'arangolah that my two younger brothers,^ and my maternal 
incle, Sdyd-abdol-vehliab-qhan, had been banished from that 
:ity, by a late order of Seradj-ed-doulah’s,- 1 had become fearful 
)f that Prince’s resentment, on my own account. So that finding 
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it dilTicuU to get out of lin doniinzoiii It baiiig a voyagd that 
woutd have required 6(teen days, and in the height of the rams 
and full as disagreeable to pass that season in suoh a lonely 
place as Carangolah, 1 had thought it better to return to P8ra 
nmh. But no sooner ivas I landed in my borne, than my verj 
imprudent fnends bedaroe urging for my taking service with that 
senseless youth, Shdocat-djung, whose character J knew, or had 
guessed so well I would answer, ' that my attaching myself to 
" tbat young Prince ivas not likely to last long that I foresan 
“ that his affairs would not end well that now tbat I was sittmg 
m a corner of my own house I was safe from these livo 
“ thoughtless young men, (Shiocat djung and Seradj ed dOulah) 

- ' bnt that once engaged m the formePs service 1 would be ei 
' posed to the shafts of the perverse character of both and for 
these reasons 1 requested their tormenting me no more on tbat 
*' subject ' All this did not avail They would endlessly observe 
that even death in good company was not without its pleasure 
and they all seemed discontented and estranged from me At last 
finding that I remained immovable, they ooe day contrived to 
come in a body to the Poor Mon s bouse with the Prince at their 
and this young man made use of so many entreaties to draw 
niLt^ut J submitted 

infltantly, I might a e raaliscd in few days 
mWott-unes, which i had only conceived as probable l^conoeived 
that I might capenence direotly ivbat I feared might happen only 
in the sequel and that the Pnnee incensed at my refusal rvouW 
render my stay at PSraniah very uneasy by setting up some 
subject of quarrel upon some past subject Being then at a loss 
how to manage, I opened my arms to all oonUngencies agreed to 
attach myself to him, and commenced frequenting his Court. Tor 
a few days the young man being much at a loss what to do with 
his own self, seemed studious of folloiving my advice (doubtless 
out of natural levity of temper), and be made it a point to 
manage aU his affairs mosUy by my counseU oral my desire 
So tbat like the Veiir (loj) in the game ot Chess, I was close 
to a wooden King that could neither think, nor act, by himsel' 

1 was obliged to read biro lessons about siguing papers gini^ 
audience, and supporting a character In public and he was ^ 


(105) The Qa«n 
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intent on profiting by my lessons,* that when I chanced to arrive 
too late at Court, he would stay all proceedings, and remain 
silent, until I was come Such a conduct put me to a deal of 
trouble and embarrassment He could neither read fluently, nor 
write legibly , so that I was obliged to be both his school-master, 
and Ins Minister I was obliged to direct his pen, teach him that 
Ada was written with two As and a B, and to tell him how to join 
A to the next letter, and a syllable to a syllable, and how to keep 
his words asunder. I thought he'was improving his hand and 
mind , when one day, as there were many papers to be signed, 
he on a sudden shewed marks of impatience , and throiving his 
pen away, he rose, in a visible passion, from his Mesned, and 
Iwent and sat at a distance from it. As there subsisted no ' 
jreason of discontent between us, I did not ask what might be the 
pause of this sudden flash, but continued sitting a full hour , after 
which I rose, and taking a respectful leave, I was followed by 
all the persons present, and I went to Ro8h-eddin-huss6in-qhan’s 
house This nobleman had espoused his sister, being a son of 
S6if-qhan the forgiven, and had an extreme regard for me. After 
taking my seat, I could not help mentioning with wonder that 
suddenness of behaviour in the young Prince, for which I could 
not account in any manner in my power 1 had hardly done 
^peaking, when a servant of Shdocat-djung’s brought me a note, 
signed by his master. It was in these terms . My Lord is viy 
\friend^ and not niy school-master ; why does he give himself so 
much trouble about my reading and ‘writing ^ I answered, “ that 
“m this I had only acted as I had been desired to act ; but now 
“ that I was better informed of his pleasure, I would no more give 
“ His Highness any trouble on that head and for some days, I 
let him do as he pleased, without offering a single word , until one 
day he came himself close to me, and with many importunities 
desired me again to oversee Ins reading and his signature I 
desired to be excused, and added, “ that young Princes were of a 
"fiery temper, and I, the Poor Man, fearful of offending, as I 
„ could not always guess what might be His Highness’s pleasure , 

‘ and that I hoped he would hold me excused ” But he would not 
lear of my excuses, and he continued his importunities so assi- 
duously, that fam I was to alter my conduct , but yet I only 
inswered every question he put, or only taught whenever he 
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People shocked at Sbdocat djung*s shameful langua^^, aad Ured 
to death with his no less shameful behaviour, used to assemble in 
several houses and there, In the middle of their friends they 
exhaled their complaints In several of these assemblies, the 
traitor Habib beg had found means to introduce himself as an 
associate and Irlen ^ , but under the mask of friandsbip he listen 
ed to whatever was said, and used to report it to his master, 
whom he informed that the officers of his troops especially had 
entered Into a confederacy together, with intention to betray 
him Nothing could be more false than such a report, and no- 
thing more destitute of any foundation It is true, that Car 
guiar qhan, the Comraaodcr in Chief and many other officers of 
consequence like Sheh abdol reshid, with many other men of 
note, bad resolved to go lo Court in a bod>, and to request him 
w^tli threats to forbear the infamous language he made use of 
m speaking to them It uas resolved to inform him " that, if 
^ after so fair a warning he trespassed again ituouldbeat bis 
''peril ' riiejnkent of all which after all, \yzs only to frighten 
the thoughtless young mao into a better behavloar, and Into a 
more decent language and indeed this resolute proceeding had 
itB full* effect The young Prince now become seofible of Ws 
danger, sent for a number of them and made publicly some 
concessions, promising them a better behaviour AU were satisfl 
ed by this promise but the thonghts of betraymg him were 
disclaimed b) all and all turaing their eyes upon Habib beg 
on whom tbe> all fixed their suspicions entreated the Prmoe to 
name the man that had given him so false an information that 
he might point out his authority m his and their presence if he 
bad spoke the turtb and if be had uttered a falsehood, that be 
might receive "at their hands the chastisement he deserved 
Habib beg confounded and embairassed at finding all the eyes 
turned upon him, took the accusation up and said, ' that be bad 
'not spoke of any treason^ but only had given him to under 
' stand that he would do well to alter his language and behaviour , 

‘ as his people were ready to abandon him, and one of the fore 
'most of those wonid be himself ' But this construction, which 
he now put upon his own report having been reprobated by all, 
as founded on falsehood ShAocat djung himself took a dislike 
to his new favonrite who finding himself loaded on the verv 
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spot with reproaches and taunts, by all his friends and acquaint- 
ances, then present , and observing also that he had now become 
an object of contempt and leproach to both sides, thought that 
- there remained no other party for him, than that of quitting the 
world, where he had lost his character. Laying down, therefore, 
both his arms and clothes on tne spot, he exclaimed, that, " if 
“ there should be a battle, he would stand by them else he bid 
“ them his last farewell / am now a Fakir, said he , and have 
’ ‘ done with the world" And luckily for him that he betook 
himself to that expedient , else, it was the general intention to 
chastise him rigorously in full Court 

But although the breach betwixt the servants and the mastei 
seemed made up by this incident, j'et the latter, who perceived 
their being estranged from him, took a dislike to all his olheers 
and troops, and sending for some field-pieces, with some of the 
men of the artillery, whom he could trust, he planted them at 
the gates of his palace , and placed a guard at each of them, 
with orders not to suffer any armed men to enter As the officers, 
on their side, conceived a deal of mistrust from this behaviour, 
everyone of them retired to his house, and declined going any 
more to Court , so that the Prince, finding himself deserted, was 
fain to give a counter order, and to admit everyone, armed or 
not 

Whilst the Court of PSraniah was a piey to so much mistrust 
and misintelhgence, news came that Lally, the Hezary, or Colonel, 
had been invited over to M8rsh8d-abad by Seradj-ed-doulah, 
and that the man, glad of the invitation, had repaired from Bir- 
nugur, to that capital SlnCocat-djung, on hearing of this, was 
ejctremely surprised and astonished , and he said publicly that 
“ if Lally had been capable of such a treason, aftei all the rights 
“ which the deceased Prince, his father, had acquired over that 
"officer’s gratitude, there was no expecting fidelity from anyone 
"else” Strange indeed, that Sh^ocat-djung should remembei 
so well the favours conferred by his fathei on that officer, and-' 
should forget at the same time the disgraces and injustices he 
had himself so recently heaped upon him ' Strange indeed, that 
after such a behaviour, he should expect gratitude and fidelity at 
the man’s hands 1 But such was his language, and such his 
turn of mind To mention all his ridiculous and „ thoughtless 
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»ctiooi would reqotre volumet, and a pity it would be to con 
eume ink and paper upon such a subject Meanwhile Seradj*ed 
dAuJah, informed of hii hatred to him, of hu impud'^noe bit 
impatieoce, and his thongfatlessoest , and apprised also of Mir 
maaly s motions, and of the behaviour and turn of mind of all 
his favourites, had resolved to try bis pulse and although a vdry 
strange man himself, he wondered at the strangeness of the 
report, and thought it better, if possible to avoid coming to a 
rapture But some fresher intelligeoce which he received, made 
him determine to put an end to bis pretensions as soon as pout 
ble As a prelude he appointed Ras-^sehiry younger brother 
to Radja D8I6bram to the Fodjdary of Bir nugur and Gondvara, 
both m PSraniah , gave him the patents of it and sent him to 
take possession entrasUng him at the same time with a letter 
for Sbdocat djnng Ras-behiry advancing as far as the shore 
opposite to Radjemahl, sent a supplujut to Shiorat djuog, which 
contained hu ovm request, and Seradj ed^dSuIah s letter and 
meanwhile be stopped there to wait for Shiocat djnng s permu 
Sion to proceed The purport of the letter was as follows 
That as the two Perganahs or DutricU in question were going 
‘ to be given in Djaghir to another at the Imperial Coart, he had 
‘ thooght it improper to suffer the introdncUon of a stranger In 
that country, and had rather chosen to assume them himself as 
^ ^ his own Djaghlr, after having requested them m bis own name , 

"and as there was no difference between them two, and their 
* intereAts were one and the same be had sent Raa-beh£ry to 
‘ take possession of them , requesting bu being pleased to give 
" him possession aqd to send to Mdrsb8d>abad an act of IL’ 
Such a letter conld not but surprise Shiocat djnng He resolved 
to ask counsel from hu fneads and having assembled them, be 
also sent for me These were Mir maaly qban and the Com 
mander io^Cbief, and Habib>beg, and sereral other Commanders 
and Grandees, whose hdelity be trusted. They all assembled 
and ITonpd them silent, when I arrived On amving he opened 
the letter, and asked their advice on thi^ overture. The whole 
assembly, to a man, turned its eyes upon mo and all asked my 
opinion the Pnnee did the same But as I was ducontented 
this longwbile, I contented myself with answering that what 
ever Hu Highness would determine in his own mind, doubtless 


would prove the best party possible. He was not satisfied with 
this answer, and he entreated me so strongly, that being unable 
to resist any more, I answered in these very terms . “ That as 
" the rainy season was not yet over, and there was no possibility 
" for horses, or even for infantry to move in the field, so as to 
“ excite any apprehensions, I thought it would be proper to pass 
" over with dissimulation and compliance that favourable time of 
“ release and safety ; that we must, therefore, send for Ras-behdry 
“to Court, and by fair promises and a civil behaviour, keep him 
“in suspense. But meanwhile that the Prince ought to write to 
“ Serddj-ed-doulah a respectful letter, approving what he had 
“ done as very proper , but adding at the same time, that as 
“ Shdocat-djung thought himself one of those entitled to favour 
“ and beneficence from the hem of his Princely robe, he suppli- 
" cated that those two districts might be, in compliance with the 
“ custom, left annexed to PSraniah, charging himself with remit- 
“ ting to this treasury the MalgSzary or fixed revenue of those 
“ lands. I added, that after writing the above letter, he must 
“ wait to see what answer Seradj-ed doulah would make. That 
“ meanwhile Ras-behdry was to be used with regard and much 
“ civility , but that meanwhile, himself ought to turn to some 
“ benefit what remained of the rainy season, so as to assemble 
“ his artillery and forces That after the rainy season should be 
“ over, it would be proper to make an alliance with the English, 
“who were reported to intend marching against Seradj-ed- 
“ doulah ; and then only it would be time to act and advance, as 
“ time and occasion should point out." This advice, thanks be 
to God, was approved by him , and he ordered the Secretary to 
draw up the letter m that style, paying me, at the same time, 
many encomiums ; so many indeed that the courtiers, according 
to their rivetted custom, thought it incumbent upon them to 
imitate their master, and even to go farther , and they became 
30 profuse in my praise, that he took a disgust at them; and 
altering his tone of voice, he broke out in these terms He is 
a man of sense indeed ; hut will ever his sense be equal to mine ^ 
He has the sense of ten thousand men concentred %n his brain ; 
but I have that of several hundred thousands concentred in 
mine. Noi do / approveof his advice at all. This said, he sent 
for Ras-behiry’s messenger, and having reprimanded and buffeted 
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the poor man, he sent for the Vezir’i letter, which he lookci 
upon as his patent, ea<f ordered It to be read with a ioad void 
in full Court after which he gave a verbal answer m very rougi 
terms to the messengers, and added a letter to Seradj cd dSgJal 
m the same style The purport of which was this ‘ I hav( 
jaMtint “ received from the Impcnal Court the patent of the three pro 

locat " vlnces of Bengal Bahar and Oressa, in my own name, bu 

there subsists a brotherhood and a parentage between us, 1 
ilth “ forbear meddling with )our life, and shall assign for your sab 

' sUlencc any part in the proiincc of Djehangir nugnr dacca 
which you shall like ind point out and the patent of it 1 shal) 
"expedite, whenever you please Meanwhile do retire Into 
" those parts, and leave the palace, treasury and furniture to my 
"officers, and take care to send me your answer speedilj, as I 
" am waiting for It with a foot in the stirrup " The messenger 
retamed to Raa-bchdry delivered the verbal message, and pnt 
the letter in his hand The Pnocc shocked at what he called 
mummery and farce resolved to march lo person and to chastise 
Sh^ocat djung, and meanwhile he ordered Radja Ram nanfln to 
fall upon him on bis side ivith the forces of Axim abad, and 
those of the Zemindars under his command Ram nardin m 
compliance with the order set out mth Radja Sunder sing and 
putting himself at the head of the forces of Azim abad, which 
alone could not amount to less tbta the double of the forces at 
PSranlab, but which at any rate must have been a great deal 
more than equal be marched against the enemy As to the 
forces which Seradj ed ddulah bad with himself, part was sent 
under the command of his Divan, Radja Afohon lal with orders 
to cross the Ganga, and to fall upon the enemy on the side of 
Samdah, Bessent p8r golah and Htiat po8r, ^nd with the other 
part, he advanced to Radj mahal resolved to cross the Ganga 
there, whilst the Governor of Ailm abad being nearer had already 
crossed over with his forces Sbiocat djang who had always 
bad m his mind some day or other to come to war with Seradj 
cd dflulab and whose letters and messages to that Prince had 
prrpwr* DOW rendered it unavoidable, ordered bis people to look out for 
a proper camp, where hit army might rend zvous His Ministers, 
tome of whom had belonged to his father and were not destitute 
of abillbea, pitched upon a'spot.at the entrance of the province, 
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which wafa a difficult part, betwixt Maniari and Navvab-gung, as 
being surrounded ever}- where by lakes and morasses, so that 
there was no appi caching it but by a narrow passage, that ended 
in a narrow causeway. The lakes weie everywhere two or three 
cosses over, and deep , and in some places, where they might 
be accessible in dry weather, the passage had been barred by a 
deep ditch, and a rampart , so that the post had become very 
strong, and such as would have enabled a sensible Commander to 
defend himself in it for seasons together, with a small number of 
troops, against a numerous army , and that too without a possi- 
bility of his being assaulted, but with the utmost difficulty , for the 
back part was his own country, from whence supplies might be 
received with ease and facility. This post was approved of on 
all hands , but what is singular, the Commanders of the troops, 
especially of his cavalry, out of disgust against his indecent way 
of speaking, were desiious of encamping at a distance from him ; 
and himself, out of mistrust to them, was not pleased with 
having them foi his neighbours So that wffiilst the cavalry was 
marching to the rendezvous, ordeis were sent ,to the troops to 
encamp on the shore of the little river, Sonra, which w'as at about 
a cosse-and-a-balf, or even moie, from his own tents , and these 
last had been pitched w'lthin the entienched part In conse- 
quence of such a disposition the principal Commanders encamped 
at too great a distance from each other These were Car-guzar- 
qhan, the Commander-In-Chief , Sheh-djehau-yar, his nephew', 
Sheh-abdol-reshid , Mir-s81tan-qhalil-qhan , and some other per- 
sons of consequence Amongst these was Mahmed-sdyd-qhan, 
son to that AbS-t8rab-qhan-t8rani, who had been slain at the 
battle against the Zemindar AdjadjS, in Saadet-qhan’s service. 
There were several other Commanders that had served under Seif- 

i 

qhan , and I was the're myself, Avith my younger brother, Naky- 
aaly-qhan All these might be said to be the flower of the at my 
Shiam-sundei, a Bengaly-cahet, who in fact commanded the 
artillery, (as there had not been any other Commander of it, even 
in his father’s life-time, but Shdocat-djung himself), thought 
proper to encamp Avithin the entrenched part , yet so as to have his 
station on that narrow tongue of land that ended in a causew'ay, 
and was the gieat passage in and out of camp In this manner 
this aimy of good troops, destitute of a chief and of a head, was 
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encamped in two diriinct portions, at about t<\*o cosses distance 
from each other News amved every day of the approach of 
Scradj-cd^Sulah'i army Bat on the day before the engagement, 
intelligence came, that the enemy’s vanguard vrai coming, and 
everyone in our camp, although without any chief Commander, 
prepared for defence Som^^ time after, Intelligence came that 
the enemy had encamped at some distance but that to^morroiv 
they would come doiVn for an attaclr In the evening the spare 
tents of Shdocat-djang*! were pitched but without it being 
known yet when he would come , and we passed the night in that 
Incertilude The neit day, being the twenty first of Djemadi, in 
•^7 the year 1 170 of the Hcdjra, at about two hours after day break 
that Pnnee made his appearance Hts officers and Command 
era immediately crowded aroand bis tent, to pay their respects 
and I was of the nomber but such was his perverseness, that 
even at that moment, even at such a time, his front did not open 
nor did he unknit his eyebrows nor did he drop any thing 
from whence ooe might conceive that be bad dismissed those 
saspiaoos he bad so onjostly conceived against bis people even 
at that time he neither said or did anything calculated to gain 
their hearts He contented himself with commanding bis officers 
to rctora to their quarters, there to remain encamped as they 
were So^that those brave men wore obliged, with broken hearts 
and dejected countenances, to repair to their encampment which 
was on the right hand that is, at a full cosse>and>a half from the 
infantry, and there they remained, waiting for new orders^ He 
remained himself m that spot, within which be had brought a 
number of gentlemen ou horseback, that had no Commander but 
himself and also some corps on wduch be most trusted such as 
that of Mir merdan aaly, a relation of QbanddSran the Minister 
of State at Delhi , he commanded the body guards, and had 
distinguished bxmself by an ensign of doth of gold The other 
corps were commanded by Mlten^lal, DivantoShdocat^djung 
by Sdf*eddln mahmed^han, nephew to Aga^ozimal, a gentle 
man, who, since Lolly’s disgrace, bad been Invested with the 
command of that officer’s corps of about a thousand musqueteers , 
lastly by Sbiocat-djung*8 own brother, Mirza ramarani, who went 
by the title of Hady-aaly>qhan djeisaretKljuug, and bad four 
hundred horse under his command All these were taken within 
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the fortificil pan ol ihr camp, like a lioop of l)oasi“> cneloMal 
together m a net for ihc purpose of heing '>hoi at , and in this 
disposition, Shaocat-djung ihought he pro\idcd foi ihc safet\ 
of the entrenchment, although lie thereb) put a distance of full 
two co'^ses bct\\i\t one part ot his arm) and the other Whilst 
he was giMug such .senseless orders with a peevish tone of \oicc. 
there happened to be close to him an old Afghan ofherr, Omcr- 
qhan by name, wdio had been introduced into the serMce b\ Mir- 
soSltan-qhalil-qhan, where he commanded a body of four hunched 
horse, he was an old officer, and an old warrior, who had scon 
a \ariely of services On observing the Prince draw near, he 
had turned out his troop, in compliment to him ; but even such 
a mark of respect did not soften his mind, not would he abate 
an)thing of his wonted peevishness of expression, and sev entv 
ol looks , he onlv look rare, bv lln‘ harshness of his language, 
to disgust all those biave soldiers, to .1 m.in Bv this lime the 
ivvo-lhirds of the da) being spent, Seradj-ed-doulah’s army, under 
the command of Mohon-lal, his Divan, was making its appear- 
ance, betw ixt Abari and Maniarv , and its standards, planted on 
a high ground were descried from afai , nor was the distance 
betwixt the two armies in any sense more than two cosses As 
everyone was doing as he pleased in oiir ai my, Shiam-sundci , 
the Comptroller of the Artillcrv, who wished to shew his courage 
and zeal, but who in rcalil) betra)cd only his ignorance and in- 
experience, quitted at once the post where he was within the 
entrenchment, and going out of the neck of land, lie planted his 
artillery at about half a cossc farther, and of course at about one 
cosse and-a-half from the enemy, which lattei shewed themselves 
from the south and west By taking that position, Shiam-sunder 
deprived himself of the protection of the entrenchment, and of 
the benefit of the lake , for he had advanced beyond . the lake 
Hovvev^er, on the other side, where the main body of the Bengal 
army was showing itself northward and southward, there remain- 
ed still a broad lake, of about two cosses over, between, them 
and Sh£ocat-djung’s army, but Mohon-Ial having advanced wath 
the principal officers of his army, amofigst whom were Mir- 
djaafer-qhan, and the two friends, Dost-mahmed-qhan, and Mir- 
cazem-qhan, with the two brothers, Dilir-qhan and Assalet-qhan, 
both sons to Omer-qhan, ^pitched his tents on an eminence upon 
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the shore of the Ganga, where he stopped, oat of precaution, 
ordering his light artillery to be placed in front, and to 6re on 
the enemy , but the distance was so great that most of the balls 
fell In the lake. This was not the case nith the large artillery, 
which being by this time come up Its ball went beyond the lake 
and one or two of them fell wUbln the entrenchment Shdocat 
djung, on observing that the balls could reach biro, ordered the 
Insignia of Ills dignity, 4hat Is, the Mahl (in), to be lowered 
down, and carried at some distance and be reprimanded the 
servants that stood round him as If those traitorous fellows 
by thronging round his person had wanted to render him as 
conspicuous as a mark to fire at The poor people immcdlitely 
dispersed and went at some distance still he was not satisfied 
and could not abide In one place Umer qban, the old officer 
above spokcp of, happening to be near, could not help rs 
pressing himself In these terms My Lord and Master (said 
he), what kind of battle is this ? 1 can make nothing of it 
nor did 1 ever see an} such thing In all my wars in Decan 
nor under Nltam el mulk This Is not the way Here everj 
one does as he likes The troops must be assembled in one 
place and ranged m battle arra} and the artlllerv must be 
*itationod in front and the men must march together md in a 
compact bodv, and stand their ground with hrmness and then 
onl} victorv and saccess may be expected hhiocat-djung 
took the remonstrance ill gave abusive language to Nizam el 
mulk and said I have ho occasion to be taught whai I am to do 
for I have fought myself three hundred battles The old officer 

after this rebuke hong his head but added not a word It was 
after giving this rebuke that be remembered of tfie Commander 
Car gurar*<jhan and of the other officers whom he had placed at 
•^uch a distance with their cavalry and he sent a trooper to ask 
them why the\ retnatHed motionless as so many marks for the 
enemy s balls T Doubtless you have not the heart to fall upon 
them / suppose The trooper went delivered hla message 
and brought this answer To attack so superior an enemy 
with oor small force would be highlv imprudent and were 
we ever so well Inclined, the lake and “its mir} borders would 

(l I Flpure of • fiah, four f«t Jo teogitli Id copper flit carried horfrootiJIp 
oo the point of • tpear 
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“ effectually preA ent us Let the enemy advance themseh es, as 
“ they do actually After they shall have fatigued themselves 
“ m emerging from the mire, and shall then have received some 
“ discharges of artillery and musquetry, it will be time then to 
“ fall upon an enemy so weakened and disordered , and if the 
“ case happens as we conjecture, we shall then do as we shall 
“ be able to afford , and such an advantage is all that our small 
“ numbers can pretend to” This answer raised his anger, he 
dropped some coarse, abusive language, and sent back the man 
with this message not talk like so many cowards , a Gentoo, 
such as Shiani-sitnder, has advanced out of the entrenchment 
with my artillery, and is now pouring his balls amongst the 
enemy, aud you that pretend to be such mighty Commanders, 
stay behind to talk of pi udence and caution By this time it 
was already noon , and until the horseman might carry this rebuke 
and bring an answer, more time would be spent , and in fact, 
there remained now but one-third part of the day , but Shaocat- 
djung, who had already taken his dose of bang, was by this 
time inclined to gi\e vent to the fumes of it (112), and to amuse 
himself with listening to the songs of his vomen , for being non 
incapable to hold up' his head, he alighted from his elephant, and 
went into his sanctuary On seeing this I retired with some 
other officers into the audience tent, where on sitting down, I 
could not help saying these words “ The day is now fai spent, 

“ and there remains no more now than one-third part of it , if 
“ we can pass over that space of time, without any accident, we 
“ must sleep as we can to-night, and to-morrow, after having 
“ taught common sense to this blockhead, we shall join together, 

” and march out m a body to fight together, and then happen 
“what it ^will, but fight we shall in a body at least ” After 
having said these few words, I got up, with intention to go ovei 
to the cavalry, encamped at a cosse and-a-half distance, in which 
was my brother, Naky-aaly-qhan But on coming out of the 
entrenchment, in my way thither, I perceived that Car-guzar-qhan 
with Habib-beg, and Mir-So 8 Itan-qhaliI-qhan, unable to put up 
with the taunts conveyed by the horseman in his third trip, had 

(112) An intoxicating drug, made by pounding in water the sommities of a 
kind of hemp It is thick, of a dirty green, and more common, as well as fiftj 
limcb cheaper, than Gin is in England 
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put themflcKes at llic head of tlio cavalry and were crossing the 
lake ^nlI) all the pains imaginable, and they had only the other 
half to \\*ade through, and would soon be engaged This sight 
struck me, I stopped, and said to myself " I am too far off, nor 
“can I pretend to join them in time Unhappily our troops are 
“strangely dispersed Oar best Commanders with their cavalry 
“are wading through mud and water, while the enemy Is enjJ 
“ Icssly firing upon them with their rockets and artillery and if 
“ they be able to cross over at all, itshaJI be after they shall have 
‘ been thoroughly thinned m their numbers and spent with 
fatigue if they be not, thej shall to a man perish in the lake 
As to Shiam sunder with his mnsqueteers he is at a great 
distance from them God only knous whether ho has a mind 
“to join and support them and if he does, whether be shall 
have It in his power and if he has it, whether he shall arrive 
betimes Our two armies will be beaten then, one after 
'another and without being able to effect a junction Better 
to return back and to advise this thoughtless jouth If I can 
get him upon his elqihont and with what troops are here, he 
make haste to join his ca\alry I am not without some hopes ' 
After this soliloquy I came back and having advanced close to 
his quarters 1 found that he was listening to songa and amusing 
himself with dances but on being informed tlmt Ins cavalry 
and Shiam sunder 5 musqueleers being joined were advauciug 
tow'ardb the euemy he got, half drunk, upon his elephant where 
I saw that be could hardly support himself ■Mready the troops 
encamped with him and which Iiad retired to their tents, were 
assembling from all parts round his person but meanwhile a 
whole hour was lost in these motions and raeanwhiJdthe troops 
that were crossing the lake, were already engaged but In a dis- 
orderly confused manner 1 was urging ShAocat-djung to ad 
vance to supjwrt his men but he could not support himself he 
was out of his senses and at every tenth step bo would lay his 
hand on the dnver’s shoulder to make Inni slop I urged still 
\Mthoul being discouraged os Ins presence alone would be of 
trtjinc Ubc and his people irerc Imstcuing about liJm But al 
icaJy as we were getting out of camp, I could observe that the 
cavalry, having at last ciossod the lake under the enemy’s fire, 
were now engaged with a stiff mud and dangerous, mire, from 
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wlience few could ^et out , and meanwhile they were shot at 
like so many marks So that most of them being killed or wound- 
ed, before they could join the enemy, and the others being 
unable to stand then ground even there, they gained the firm 
land, but it was to fly at a distance 

On observing this, Mir-djaafei-qhan advanced upon them, 
w’lth l\Iii-cazem-qhan, and Umer-qhan, and all his cavalry, and 
falling swmrd in hand upon our dispersed men, they drove them 
everywdiere before them, wuthout the latter having been able to 
make a junction of then small numbers, or to be joined by us 
In this manner many of our brave Commanders, overpowered by 
nu nbeis, fell uselessly to themselves and to us. Abdol-rashid 
and Mahmed-sa 3 ^d-qhan, after performing feats of valour, drank 
manfully the bitter cup of death, as did I\lir-so81tan-qhaliI himself. 
Aaly-naky-qhan and Habib-beg, who had lost their horses, and 
fought on foot, w^ere severely wounded , and being taken prison- 
ers, they w^ere conserved alive, as being known to Mir-djaafer- 
qban and to Dost-mahmed-qhan Shell* mahnied-yar-qhan find- 
ing himself left alone, performed wdiat could be expected from 
so brave a man , and he retreated safe, carrying with him Car- 
guzar-qhan, wdio had heioically exerted himself, and had receiv- 
ed several dangerous w'ounds Shiam-sunder fled also, but much , 
w^ounded. The Commanders of the enemy’s, having so easily 
defeated this advanced moiety of our army, formed again, and 
advanced in order, against those they saw about Shaocat-djung’s 
person On sight of this, Mir-merdan-aaly, who commanded his 
body-guards, and Miten-laal, who commanded the foot-guards, 
turned about, w'lth Mirza-ramzani, brother to the Prince, and, 
without waiting for the enemy, they fled full speed. Sdif-eddin- 
mahmed-qlian, who had succeeded Lally, fled also, after receiv- 
ing several wounds , none of his musqueteers would stand by 
him Shaocat-djung, now^ left alone with only fourteen men, 

^ one of whom was myself, was totally out of his senses, when a 
musquet-ball lodging into his forehead, made him return his soul 
to its Maker His serpitch and yellow turbant fell on the ground, shiocat- 
and were taken up by somebody. Finding now that all was g^^and 
over, I went away, wnth the very few that remained , and then w'e 
dispersed, each going to his home Mir-morteza, w'ho bore the 
surname of Emir-qhani, for having served under the famous 
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Emir qlian, and was now one of tbe favoorilcs of Mir djaafer 
qhan's, having spurred his horte touards the cleph iiit that carried 
Shiocat djong's body, ran a small lance (one of those iron ones 
called Barchys) with so much force that it ran from beliind into 
Mirza ro5tem-aaIy*s shoulder (who sat in the qhawas) (113), and 
came out on the opposite side close to the neJc He at the same 
time called out Surrender^ and let me have those arjns of yours 
The man to whom he spoke was a brave officer, of much personal 
merit, and much zeal m the sect of the Imamites, of which he was 
an intrepid assertor Roused by the wound, be drew his sabre 
and turning to the spear man And veho art thou, said be, that 
darest to ask my arms, whilst / am altve f Dost thou heltevt 
‘ that / wear them to surrender them to sueh a felhio as thee 
" that has wounded ate f root behtnd T Come near, and I wUl 
*' give ikee the arms draw hut near if thou darest^* Mir 
morteza would not go nearer and tbe elephant continued bis 
route. Tbe evening coming on pot an end to the contest but 
nobody pursued and everyone on both sides retired to his home 
without any hlndreoce from the peasants of FSraniah who were 
notcoungeoas enough to come down in numbers, and to plunder 
the Ifvjng or strip tbe dead a they do in Hmdostan As to 
us, my brother and I who were objects of resentment to both 
sides, our case was moreembarrassuig Sbiocat^djung bad been 
beard to say that as soon as ho should have gained tbe victory 
he would make an exampl** of those tno men who u ere more 
refractory than all the others put together and whom so man) 
had taken up for their patterns and Seradj^ed-dflulah on his 
side, used to say, ‘That Sbdocat-djong was a negabve passive 
"youth pushed on by these two men who were bw advisers 
“ and the authors of all the troubles j and that after the victory 
"he >voqld take care to punish them both as they deserved ’ 
Once he wrote us a letter to invite us over to his army, under 
promises of promoting us to the utmost of our wishes should 
we quit Sbiocat-djung’s service. But we did not write him an 
answer lest we should expose ourselves to a vanety of reports 
We contented ourselves with giving the messenger thi s verbal 

(113) The or throo*, or nddkv pUetd 00 la elqjhijit, b dtrUed 

fa tiro ooeqatl pjrH the hhjdmost cf which affonb room for o« inin, atvl b 
cilltd QlaNvas. 
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answer " Tell your master, that should we ?iow go over to his 
^'service, at such a time as this, what confidence could he repose 
“ in us It seems that the victorious remembered of this answer ; 
for two or three days after the b attle, he, of his own motion, 
ordered both Naky-aaly-qhan, and Habib-beg, his prisoners, to 
be put each in a chopalah, or chair, and carried beyond the 
Kurrum-nassa, with a sufficient sum of aioney to bear their 
charges He at the same time, sent Radja Mohon-lal to take 
possession of the treasures and effects of Sh4ocat-djung’s, and 
ordered Mir-Cazem-qhan to attend on him with his corps As 
this officer was son-in-law to my maternal aunt, he took the 
liberty to represent to that Prince that “ Gho81am-hussein-qhan, 
“ if alive, must be at PSraniah, with his consort, children, and 
“ familv, as well as his brother, Naky-aaly-qhan’s family ; and 
“ that he hoped from his goodness that no ill usage should be 
" offered to either, as it might aftect his slave’s honour, or cast 
“ a slur on his sentiments of attachment to that family. May it 
" please your Highness (added he) to give your Princely orders 
“ to the Maha-radja accordingly ’’ By a particular good luck, it 
happened that this Minister was himself present , and the Prince 
turning;' to him, said these very words “ Radja Mohon-lal , you 
''must not think that GhoSlam-hussetn-ghan's mother is only 
related to the bi ave Mir-casem-qhan, She is my own aunt, 
'^’and I profess a high regard for her Take care that no injury 
“ IS ofered them Furnish them with money and with a pass, 

“ that they depart with safety and decency ; and tha^ they may 
“ repaid' whithersoever they may have a mind to " 

This order was the more opportune for us, as iiom the 
field of battle, I had repaired directly to my house m PSraniah, 
where I knew that my mother, overcome by her fears and anxiety, 
was beside herself I endeavoured to console and comfort her , 
but she observed, that we must now seek out for some corner, 
and live m it in retirement, until we might see what would be 
the end of all these, troubles I listened to the advice, and 
taking my consort, and a small number of attendants, I retired 
into a corner, where I remained concealed, and from thence I 
wrote to Mir-cazem-qhan (may God’s forgiveness be upon that 
good man) On receiving my note, he answered it directly, and 
acconpanied it by some troopers of his own, who had orders to 
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protect my lodgings Himself set out on the third day after the 
battle, and came to PSranlah in company uith Radja Mohon lal 
^\ here he took up his abode In my lodgings and from whence 
he spared no pains in sa\ing my property, and in protecting my 
person exerting himself in the handsomest and noblest manner 
Mohon lal, It is troe, sent for the elephants and some of the 
aerpltches that had been presented me by Shrfocat djung bat laid 
his hands npon nothing else. Some persons, like Mir maaly-qban 
and Aga mir with some others u-ere confined bv the Princes 
order but no opposition was made to my sending land part 
of ray baggage, and hy water all m> furniture and e\ e^hlng 
belonging to me after which f set out m)’self for Anm-abad. 
When arrived there some Mossulmen, oar acquaintances took 
care to have us refused the liberty of coming into the city and 
we therefore took up our abode in Shah cr^an s cell and habitation 
an old acquaintance of mine wdio prevented us from going 
farther This howe\er, was doubtless in hopes, of our being 
overtaken by some subsequent order, that would not please os 
but would afford him much pleasure. Praise be to God that his 
expectation was disappointed and that the order be so much 
wished did not arrive at all Lucidly for us that Ram nar^n, the 
Gmernor of the province who had been torislthis Badjinat (114) 
chanced now to return to Ailm-abad where he had the good 
ness to urge our departure and onwillpg to give us an escort 
himself, he gave us a pass but directed Pbaluvan sing and 
his brother to afford us the escort Meanwhile I fell sick in that 
cell of Shah ermn s and was very jU but none of our numerous 
friends and acquaintances in the city thought proper to pa^ os a 
visit or to see how we did. Out of such a number of acquaint 
ances, only three persons thought proper to remember us The 
first was Doctor GhoSlam-aaly-qhan a Phjslclan (whom God may 
lodge in a comer of his merej I ) be came to see me just as he 
had done In our daj'S of prosperity and afforded me his visits as 
a friend, and his care and medicines, as a Physician The 
second was the Lady Mlsri-begum (115) she was a relation of 

(1 14) Probablj this nacne indicate* aom* pUca of woralilp or tbe perfomiin a 
of some reUsImFS doty 

(115) Tboe two word* might be truilated by the exproulon tho PHmeto 
SttfvrtMMdf i lot Bfgum dftd&ei Priaetks. Howarer U most be olmrrtd that It 
b become ao appetUdre added to thdr camea by all daughters of S^yds j hist a 
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iMirza-darab’s, daughter of Mir-sdycd-mahmed the Ispanian, and 
a consort to Mir-hdtder-aaly the forgiven. May God Almighty 
preser\e that worthy lady in health and prosperity, and may He 
vouchsafe to render her happy in the next world’ With a 
motherly tenderness, and the most sedulous solicitude, she was 
day and night with us; and she accompanied us in our journey, 
as far as Muhyb-aaly-p8r , so that it required our joint efforts, 
and our entreaties, to make her return ; else, her intention was to 
accompany us as far as the Kuremnassa, which was the last 
boundary of Seradj-cd-doulah’s dominions. We live now at a 
distance from her , but even at such a distance this chaste, pious, 
and worthy lady exerts for this Poor Man all the solicitude of 
the tenderest mother The third person who remembered us, w'as 
the late Sheh-nasr-ollah, son to Ynayct-yahhia-qhan, heretofore 
steward to my forgiven father, and in the sequel, to Zin-cddin- 
ahmed-qhan, Governor of .Azim-abad (on whom may God’s mercy 
rest for ever ' ) He was then a young man, and had been so luck) , 
as to have obtained, through the pious and worthy Shah-mahmed- 
aal}-hezin’s intercession, the post of steward to the Nizamut of 
Azim-abad This young man, under pretence of visiting Shah- 
erzan’s monument, came several times to see me , nor did he 
miss any means in his pow'er to procure us a safe retreat out of 
Seradj-ed*d6ulah’s dominions God be thanked for it. By a 
particular disposition of his infinite goodness, wc travelled in 
safety throughout tliat hostile country, which was before us , and 
I arrived in health, with all my family and effects, at the city of 
Banaress , wdiere I had the happiness to kiss the feet of that 
venerable, pious man, His Highness Sheh-mahmed-hezin, and the 
honour of paying my respects to my maternal uncle, Scyd-abdol- 
aaly-qhan, the Valiant in Battles, who was then out of employ- 
ment, and lived in that city in the utmost distress As an addition 
to my good luck, I met in the city my younger brother, Naky- 
aaly-qhan, who had been so fortunate as to get safe out of the 
hands of such a tyrant as Seradj-ed-doulah. I also met there 
my two other brothers, who had been already banished some time 
ago from Azim-abad, by order of that Prince. Thanks are due 

the daughters of Moguls are styled and those of Hindostanccs, Btbts j 

which two last words signify Lady, all over India and Persia , but Qhanum, in 
Turky, signifies Princess as well as all over Tartary. 

S. M. VOL. II. — 28. 
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to God Almighty for these benefits and for the many such 
benefits, which I have received besides in the course of my life , 
thanks and glory be to His goodness, for every one of them ( 
Mohon lal employed the fen days he remained at PSraniah m 
assembling and sending to MSrshSd abad the treasures and 
effects of Sdyd alimed qhan as nell as his women and children, 
which latter were kinsmen and relations of Seradj cd ddulah's 
To these he added Sipahdar djang son to S<?if qhan who n as also 
sent ^vlth the utmost regard and honour to MSrshSd abad This 
nobleman had espoused one of Srfyd^hmed-qhan’s daughters 
^ a Princess that died wherr her father was engaged m the expedi 
UOD against Mahraed djelfl the Zemindcr of Cagra Mohon 
lal also tobk care to ‘resume the many extravagant gifts which 
Shiocat djung had at times bestowed and after establishing 
order in the country so as to arrange every matter of Govern 
mentj and finance, he appointed a person to act as his deputy, 
and repaired to his master, who took care to assign suitable 
pensions to everyone of bis cousins He earned them to his 
capita), where he took up his abode in a new palace of his called 
MansSr gunj and lived in all the pnde of ^ ictory and prosperity 
TUs Fnoce, now m the full blase of success, bad aasembl 
ed m his palace, oil the treasures boarded up by several preced 
ing Pnnees, wrth an infinity of precious effects and jewels, that 
erri^de- had been the fruit of the searches and toil of several ifinstrious 
houses and families. He seemed then id the rcnith of power and 
prosperity, but it was at this very time that preparations w’ene 
making for his ruin and it was at this very time hfs fortune 
was verging to a dedme Nor is this a novel thing It is the 
constant course of events all over the world, that whenever things 
' have risen to their xenlth, they after that penod verge towards a 
decline, and tend to their rum For every completion naturally 
advances to a declension and sometimes brings it on in so 
complete a manner, that people have been at a loss bow to find 
out the footsteps and traces of former prospenty The manner 
in which Seradj-cd dflulah s fortune and dominion were brought 
to that predicament is, m few words, as follows — 

Mr Drake, that Chief Man of Calcutta, who had been the 
author and cause of all these troubles and all this nun, having 
fled on board a ship wth a few gentlemen that had escaj>ed the 
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engagement, had retired to Mendradji a’factory of consequence, 
which the English have in Decan, m the province of Arcat , and 
probably he was followed thither by some other English, of the 
better sort, who being then dispersed all over Bengal for the 
purposes of trade, had found means, after the capture of Calcutta,- 
to make good their way to Decan, through a variety of dangers. 
There was then in those parts a Commander in the King of 
Inghilter's service, but appointed to attend on the Company , an 
officer \Vho after many years’ war had conquered several countries 
of Decan from the French, and was now living at Mandradj, 
where he commanded a small force that did not amount to more 
than one or two Paltans of Talingas (ii6), and three or four 
companies of European soldiers. This Commander, by his many 
victories over the French in Decan, had been greatly instrumental 
in rescuing from their overgrown influence the Sovereign of 
that country, Sayd-mahmed-qhan-selabet-djung, son to Nizam- 
el-Mulk So many successes had procured him the title of T/te 
Steady and Tried in War (117), and he was considered as a 
warrior of consequence This Commander having assembled 
the principal men of the factory of Mendradj, together with 
those that had escaped from the hands of Seradj-ed-doulah, 
threw the dice of consultation amongst them The unanimous 
result of their deliberations was, that the brave, the Tried in 
Battles, Colonel Clive, should repair into Bengal with those 
gentlemen that had escaped from, thence, and should endeavour 
by every means which he could devise, to rebuild the factory 
there, and to re-establish the Company's trade in the manner it 
had existed heretofore This he was at liberty to effect, whether 
by paying a sum of money, or by foice and violence, just as 
circumstances should point out. Colonel Clive, after this .delibei- 
ation, embarked on board of some ships, together with the 
gentlemen escaped from the factory of Calcutta , and taking 
with him what troops and artilleiy were ready and at hand, 
he arrived with his ships at that part of the river called the 




General 
Sabut'djun^, 
ahas Colonel! 
Clive, appears 
in Bengal 


(116) This word IS a corruption of the English word Platoon, which comes 
itself from the French Pelotton — The word Taltnga is used in Bengal, and in the 
countries around, to signify those native disciplined soldiers called by Europeans 
Sipahees , a word which in Hihdostany signifies no more than soldiers, army men, 

(117) Sttbui-djwigf 
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^/ue vtater (ji8), where the Bagrauty joint the tea, and where he 
cast anchor Bat as the Commanders of that nation are prudent, 
wary, and experienced in affairs, as well as extremely brave in 
a day of battle, he thought it incumbent upon him, first of all, 
to try what could be done m the wa> of negotiation and with 
that view he wrote to Seradj ed dfiulah, to intercede In behalf 
“ of Mr Drake, whose trespasses he requested might be forgiven 
to offer some laca of rupees for leave to rebuild the English 
“factory, on the former footing, and for re-establishing the 
“ English tra^e in his dominions a salutary measure by which 
“ he doubted not but the dost of dissension and mutudl discontent 
“ might be wiped off from each other’s eyes,' Seradj ed-d6ulali, 
who v\*as the most senseless and ignorant of men, and who had 
favountes still more extravagant than himself, held a oonsulta 
tiOD with bis Grandees, upon these proposals but found not a 
man that would advise him to accept of a peace on the proffered 
conditions For the English being known in Bengal only as 
merchants, neither himself, nor any of hb favourites had any 
idea of the courage and abtlibes of that nation in war nor any 
Idea of their many resources lo a day of reverse And on the 
other hand, those that had some ngbt nobons of the matter 
did not dare to open their mouth , and indeed bad they opened 
it, no one would have listened to their words , besides that every 
one of them tired with Scradj-ed ddulah s Government, and 
reduced to despair by his tyranny, wished ordeutly to see him 
embarked In some enterprise that might end in bis nun It was 
even dangerous to say anything of peace , and if anyone did 
dare to say as much be never failed to be laid bold of by the 
others Those ignorant favourites of his, would scue the adviser 
by the throat, and gnpe it so bard as to make him ask for 
quarter, and swear that he would never mention that tale of his 
again 

Advicesof all this banng been dnly imparted to Colonel Clive, 
and himself being now fully apprised of the dissensions sown id 
the country, and of the peculiar turn of nund of all the Grandees 
of the Coot, he grew tired of waibng to no purpose lor an answer, 

(il8) lla wiber b wbH« tberaat all UiB«s,c9p«cijUl7 for dne moatbs of 
jrar | but Um Bcflxaleci Lara oo otiur word to dealfo Um *ea, tb« hiHfr 
» 0 trr or 
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which no one thought of sending, and he prepared himself for 
acting with open force, and for an offensive war. He brought 
his ships to an anchor over against Manic-chund’s lodgings, and 
commenced a cannonade, but having soon observed in the 
enemy’s motions much ignorance and confusion, he landed his 
men and artillery, and marched against him The senseless 
Governor of the place, intimidated by so much boldness, and not 
finding in himself courage enough to stand an engagement, 
thought It prudent to decline a nearer approach, and he fled with 
all his might The English General see ing the enemy disappear- 
ed, took possession of the factory and fort, raised everywhere 
his victorious standards, and sent the refugee gentlemen every 
one to his ancient abode, and everyone to his own home. Such 
a piece of intelligence having soon been conveyed to MSrshSd- 
abad, could not fail to disorder greatly that stuffing of pride and 
Ignorance, with which Seradj-ed-doulah had been at so much 
pains to fill his head and ears , and he prepared to come to 
Calcutta to oppose the progress of the English. Such being the 
instability of human things, that two months and twenty-two 
days had hardly elapsed since the conquest of PSraniah ; and 
hardly had that Prince commenced to repose in his palace in the 
security of success and victory, when at once there appeared 
signs of that retribution due to his actions, as well as tokens of 
the declension of his power It was the rath of the second Reby, 
in the year 1170, when he quitted his capital to march to Calcutta, 
fully bent on expelling the English He was followed by a 
numerous army, furnished with every necessary for war Being 
near Calcutta, he encamped in a spot of ground that had hit his 
fancy, and which he thought advantageous likewise. From thence 
he was every day making attempts to recover possession of that 
town, and yet every day listened to proposals of peace Insomuch 
that both war and peace subsisted at one and the same time ; 
whilst the English, who had their particular views in that doubt- 
ful state of things, made it a practice now and then to come into 
camp, under pretence of an agreement, but in fact to examine it, 
as they intended all this while to surprise the enemy , and such 
a manoeuvre required a man that should take a full knowledge of 
the chart of the country. They took care therefore to send with 
their envoys a man conversant in Geometry, and who to that 
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talentadded an enlarged understanding, a keen memory, and much 
aCQteneas of comprehension This man, in his frequent tnps, 
acquired a comprehensive notion of Seradj-ed dfiulah s camp, 
as well as of his own private quarters ivith all the roads that led 
thither, and every other important matter that had a relation to 
his object 80 that after having hoarded up all that knowledge in 
bis memory, he made on his return a very circumstantial report 
of what ho had observed Probably the next night after that 
man b return, but certainly two or three nights after, the English, 
who had formed the project of a night attack, put their troops In 
boats at about two m the morning and rowed ton^rds the ex 
tremity of the enemy’s camp, where they remained waiting 
dunng the latter part of the night At about the da\vn of the day 
they landed on the back part of the army and entered the camp 
where they leisurely commenced a hot 6rc which being repeated 
by those in the boats rendered musqnet balls as common as hail 
stones in a storm so that vast numbers of men and horses which 
happened to be expoj«d to it were slam or wounded Dost 
roahmed-qban who was not only a pnoapal Commander in the 
army, aud a man of great personal valour but also one of the 
most attached to Seradj ed-dAulah was wounded and disabled 
Numbers of other ofBccrs whose names I know not, underwent 
the same fate and ic h reported that the design was no less 
than to lay hold of Serad; ed>d5ulsh htms(*lf and to carry him 
awaj Luckily for him there fell such a fog and mist of the 
kind called in Hindun cohessa and it occasioned such a dark 
ness that two men though ever so close could not distinguish 
each other This darkness made the enemy mistake their way as 
well as Seradj ed diJnlah s private enclosure so that this Prince 
escaped narrowl) It was observed of the English, that they 
marched steadily with order tnd deliberation as if it bad been 
a review day firing endlessly on every side until thej arrived at 
the front of the camp from whence they returned leisurelj to 
their posts and fortified houses, without suffenng the loss of a 
suigle man 

This strange attack intimidated to a high degree both 
Seradj-ed d6ulah and his disorderly timorous army, which was 
ID such a dismay and confusion, as to anticipate all the horrors 
of the Day of Judgment Henceforward it became dangerous to 
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remain encamped close to an enemy, so daring, and so alert; and 
he resolved to carry his camp farther; but first of all, he sent for 
Mahmed-iredj-qhan, his father-in-law, as well as for the principal 
Grandees of his Court, and the chief Commanders of his army , 
and having assembled them in his tent, he asked them what was 
now to be done, and wheie he must encamp ? The assembly, on 
observing his fright and panic, advised him to encamp at a good 
distance, and to listen to proposals of peace But by this time 
the English, fully sensible of his pusillanimity, and thoroughly 
acquainted with the intrigues in his Court, had altered their tone 
of voice, , and they talked of his making good the whole amount of 
what had been plundered by himself or by his army at the sack of 
Calcutta, an amount that rose to an immense sum At last, after 
many interviews, and much negotiation, and many schemes about 
war and peace, it was agreed on both sides, that Seradj-ed-doulah 
should make good in ready money the amount of the loss under- 
gone by the Company, and that as a security for the other losses, 
he should deliver into the hands of the English six Perganahs or 
Districts in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, with the product of 
which they were to indemnify themselves fully , after which the 
Districts in question were to revert to the Navvab’s officers Mr. 
Watch was the person employed in these negotiations, and in 
the conclusion of the treaty, where he acquired the good will of 
, both parties, and was applauded by both sides This man had 
been taken prisoner at Cassim-bazar, but had recovered his 
liberty on Seradj-ed-doulah^s defeat. The mutual bonds and 
obligations being exchanged, that Prince decamped from the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta, and returned to M8rsh8d-abad 
There on revolving in his place of Mansour-gunj upon the 
catastrophe he had met with, he was confounded with wonder at 
a reverse of fortune of which he never bad so much as conceiv- 
ed an idea , and he was at a loss what party to take He now 
lemembered some matters that had passed, and some actions of 
his now recurred to his mind He now commenced feeling re- 
morses, and he became sensible that there was such a being as 
an avenging God His Generals and friends now commenced 
to desert his Court , and Dost-mahmed-qhan, one of his bravest 
and most zealous Commanders, obtained leave to retire, in order 
to gel cured of his wounds , so that he availed himself of that 
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penaisalon to go to Sarsaram as a place of safety, where he 
might lodge bis family and children Mir^djaafcr qhao himself 
ceased to go to Court, and he lived retired in his own quarters 
As that General, as well as E^ja Dollnb ram were at the head of 
the army, and they seemed of late to have become a different 
sort of men from what tliey bad been, Seradj ed dOuIab conclad 
ed that they most be at the head of the malcontents and the 
very persons that blew the 6re of dissension Of course that they 
deserved an exemplary punishment but be bad not the conrage 
necessary for such a vigorous action He remembered moreover 
that he had such an enemy as the English at his elbow and on 
the other band his Innate pnde and vanity as well as his natnral 
perverseness and ignorance did not allow his making up matters 
with those two Commanders by such a conduct as might recover 
their hearts Nor did he feel in himself vigour enough to seize 
their persons by open force, and to exile them from the regions 
of life and existence nor was there any one amongst those new 
Ministers favourites and Generals of bis (everyone of whom 
was as incapable and as thonghtless as himself) that had courage 
enough to acLnowledge bis own unfit less for such important 
concerns and to advise his master to alter bis system of conduct 
and Instead of consuming himbelf with cares anxieties, and bodily 
labour to cal! together the ancient Ministers and Generals formed 
by Aaly vcrdy qhan to gam their hearts by a condescending 
behaviour and to entrust them with the management of his 
affairs Hts new favourites ought in such a distressed state of 
hisaffairs to have laid down their own pretensions and exhorted 
him to Gall to his assistance all the abilities and talents of Ins 
kingdom They ought to have said N\nth a common voice M\ 

“ Lord, to complete our wishes and to fill the measure of our 
“ ambition is an easy matter Whenever you are yourself power 
“fol and honoured some beams of your own glory shall surely 
"be reflected on our own persons but now think only of put 
“ ting at the head of your affairs those old Generals and Ministers 
" that have already a character ’ This was the language which 
they ought to have held, and which no one would bold But 
his own thoughts were so uncertain as yet anffso fluctuating 
was Ui behaviour, that after having been for some time mtent 
on schemee of reconaliation, he was at once so overcome by his 
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anger and resentment, as to order cannon to be planted against 
Mir-djaafer-qlian's house Radja D 81 I 8 b-ram was no less dis- 
satislied, and difficult to manage , he would not hear of submitting 
to Mohon-lal’s superiority And on the other hand, Djaagat-seat, 
the principal citizen of the capital, whom he had often used with 
slight and derision, and whom he had mortally affronted, by 
sometimes threatening him with circumcision, was m his heart 
totally alienated and lost 

Just at this crisis the flames of war broke out between the 
French and the English two nations that had disputes amongst 
themselves of five or SIX hundred years standing, and which after 
proceeding to bloodshed, wars, battles, and massacres, for a 
number of years, would lay down their arms by common agree- 
ment, and take breath on both sides, m order to come to blows 
again, and to fight with as much fury as ever. The French 
were everywhere beaten in Decan, and Admiral-dilir-djung 
bahadyr (119) came down with his ships to attack Farash-danga, 
which IS two or three cosses from HSghlypand close to Chichira, an 
Hollandish settlement and town He was incited this enter- 
prise by MSsher-terno (120), who forgetting what he owed to his 
own nation, pointed out to him a particular passage, which the 
French had left open in the Bagrati, for their own ships to pass, 
in case of need , for they had spoiled the whole breadth of the 
river by sinking a number' of vessels The Admiral-dilir-djung, 
under such a guide, advanced up with his ships of war, and took by 


(119) The Courageous tn Battles is the title by which Admiral Watson is 
known m Bengal , nor is Chundernagore known by any other name than that ®f 
Farash-danga, the French Point or Promontory 

(i 20) Terrano, a French officer, who dissatisfied with Renaud, the Governor 
of the Fort, went over, not to the Admiral, but to the Colonel, to whom he became 
of some use —This man who had some merit, having made moneys jn the English 
service, sent a few years after, a supply to his father in France, promising to take 
care of him henceforward The old man returned the money, with a letter, in 
which he protested against holding any correspondence with a traitor to his country , 
and the son, in despair at the style of the letter, hanged himself at his own door, 
with his own handkerchief He was a tall, stout man, who having lost his right 
arm by a ball of cannon, had found means to write legibly with the left, and what 
IS more to write a pamphlet on Artillery, in good English The officers at firbt 
would not admit him in their corps , but the Colonel remonstrated, and he observed 
that his word was engaged to the man on that article, and that a failure on his part 
would preclude any further desertions 
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force tbe French fortress The French were vanquished, and they 
lost likewise the factory they had at the Cnssiraa bazar In this 
extremity, MSsher Lass (Monsieur Law), who was a Commander 
of character amongst them, assembled tbe few remains of his 
nation and mth these, and some cannon, and some mnsqueteers 
which he had dlsaplmod, he marched to M8rah8d ahad, where 
he took service with Seradj-ed-dSoIah The English being 
informed of this, were provoked , and whether by the instigation 
of the discontented Grandees, now become their confederates or 
of their ow^n motion, they represented to him by the means of 
their agent, that it was proper and convenient that the enemies 
and friends of the Engtish should be deemed the enemies and 
friends of Seradj ed ddulah in tbe same manner as bis enemies 
and friends were reputed the enemies and friends of tbe English 
they insisted that it was obligatory on both sides as being a special 
article m the laie treaty ‘Now added they as we have beaten 
* the French, and dnven them away and that Prince has taken 
“them under his protection, and he intends to keep them in bis 
' service such a coodnct, being contrary to agreement, may 
‘ occasion a breach in tbe treaty and give birth again to tronbles 
“and dissensions These representations of tbe Engiisb agent 
were supported by malcontents that wished Seradj-«d ddnlah’a 
downfall They contended, ‘ that to fall ont with the English for 
‘ such a parcel of runaways, was very improper and that he 
“had better dismiss those strangers ' Scradj-ed dflulah, upon 
those representations, sent for MSsher Lass, and had a long con 
ference with him “The latter observed that should that Prince 
“choose to give his protection to tbe affairs of the French Com 
"pany for the sake of the French refugees, such a proceeding 
“ might be reputed an mfraction of this treaty , bat that to enter 
" tain a few fugitives amongst the many thousands of other 
" nations in his service could never be deemed a breach of the 
‘ articles.* Thb answer pleased Seradj-ed dOulah, and he gave 
it to the English agents, bat these, supported and instigated by 
bis numerous enemies repeated their former pretension, and 
made great instances Those enemies of his were equally artful 
and numerous , and under the cloak of zeal and attachment, they 
vnrt perpetually urging m bts ears, “ that to fall out with such 
' foes as the English for the sake of an handful of \vretched 
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" fugitives, was not a prudent proceeding , but rather such "as 
“ might be productive of evil and repentance ” Seradj-ed-doulah, 
overcome by these repeated instances, advised M8sher LasS to 
repair to Azim-abad , and he spoke much in order to bring him 
to his opinion Lass, on his departure, told the Navvab, that 
“ most of his servants, Ministers, and Generals, either were dis- 
“ affected to his person, or had already entered into correspond- 
" ence with the English , and that it was out of disaffection 
" to his person they were so desirous of seeing the French at a 
“ distance That those same men after the departure of the 
“ French, would embroil him with the English, and thereby 
"would find opportunities to advance their own affairs, and to 
"luin those of their master’s, but that so long as he, with his 
" handful of French, would be in his service, no one would dare 
"to lay his hands upon Seradj-ed-ddulah, and none would serve 
"him so well in a day of battle That after giving him that 
piece of advice, he would leave him to his own choice in taking 
" what resolution he might please ” This speech made an im- 
pression on Serad]-ed-ddulah , but as he did not dare to keep him 
in his service, for fear of offending the English, he told him that 
at present it was fit that he should depart, and that if there 
should happen anything new, he would send for him again 
" Send for me again ?" answered Lass. " Rest assured, my 
Lord Navvab^ ” added he, '‘that this is the last time we shall 
" see each other Remember my words We shall never meet 
" again , it is neaily impossible ” After saying these few words, 
he departed for Azim-abad , and this departure seemed to serve 
as a signal for the paities to exeit themselves For now the 
dissensions between Seiadj-ed-dou!ah and his two principal 
Generals rose to so great a height, that these two Conrmanders 
confederated with the Djagat-seats, and the other disaffected 
Grandees, and all these joined together in the scheme of over- 
setting Seradj-ed-doulah, whose character of ferocity and thought- 
lessness kept- them in continual alarms, and whose fickleness 
of temper made them tremble. It was in those conjunctures 
that an ancient enemy of his appeared again upon the stage of 
the world This was Bibi Gahassity-begum, a Princess that had 
a looted aversion to him, and whose heart was ulcerated by his 
having turned her out of her property and home She now 
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leagued henelf aecretly with Mir-djaafer qhan, and gave him 
much assistance, by making interest In his behalf with every 
one whom she thought to have cooserved some attachment to 
her concerus “To these she presented, by the means of trusty 
' advocates, a long list of the wrongs she had endured To these 
' she sent secret messages, to claim at their hands all the rights 
which Aaly verdy-qhan s daughter and Nevazlsh mthraed 
“ qhan's consort, must have acquired over their gratitude She 
“ recalled to their mmds all the favours they had received from 
' her family, recapitulated the violences she had suffered, and 
exhorted them to join Mir djaafer qhan and Radji D81l81>ram 
And as in the moment that preceded the capture of Motl djlll 
she had contrived to secret some gold by the means of some 
trusty old women and eunuchs she now tool care to distribute 
It adroitly, and she even sent some to Mu djaafer qhan This 
General on his side dtstnbuted hts money wherever he thought it 
would be effectual and he exerted himself so u ell in taking m 
his pay every disbanded soldier and every hungry adventurer he 
heard of, that he soon assembled secretly m his bouse and In his 
quarter a veryrespcctable force. Affairs being now come to that 
point and everyone of the Grandees tending to one common 
centre in view which was to remove Seradj ed dOulah every 
one pointed his efforts that way every ouo firmly persuaded 
that the conourrence of the English was a necessary piece to 
the completion of his wishes was ezbortiag them to break with 
that Prince Djagat scat was one of the foremost of them and he 
had also the bpst opportunities. By the means of bis mercantile 
agent Emm-obnnd one of the prinaptl bankers of Calcutta 
he was perpetually oxating the English to a rupture Radjs 
D818b ram likewise had his agent there on the same errand } and 
Mir djaafer qhan sent thither his friend and confidant, that same 
Mirxa.erair beg, whom wo have already mentioned as a generous 
mao who had carried untouched to the English fugitives some 
ladies of theirs an action by which he had ingratiated himself 
lo their minds By hu means he represented to the English 
‘ the wrongs he had suffered, the iujurics offered to all the 
Grandee-* and the resolution they had nnanimously taken to 
nd themselves of Seradj-ed dOulah ' His agent went so far 
as to shew the very paper, signed by all the malcontents, by 
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winch thcj piomised lo stand by him against Serad]-cd-doulah. 
He then added these nords “Do jou, Gentlemen, but put 
“ \ ourselves in motion, and come to some skirmish with Seradj- 
'• cd-doulah , and we engage, after that, to do Ins business 
“amongst ouisehes effectually By a small motion of yours, 
“ } ou shall put It in our pon cr to rid ourseh cs and the world of the 
“ oppic'^sions and \iolcnccs of the tyrant ” After such a conti- 
“ deuce, he pronn<5ed to pay them three coiors of rupees for their 
interference, and engaged Ins master’s faith for some other con- 
eesciions uhich were stipulated, but of which 1 have no particular 
inform ition fhese conditions \\ei(‘ sworn to, and bankers 
engaged thcmseUcs as sureties for the nionc)^ Tins promise 
Mas followed by a list of the injuries and oppressions that had 
been offered to Biby-Gahassity, and to the others These instiga- 
tions could not but make their effect upon the English This 
nation, winch has not its equal in prowess, and courage, and 
strength of mind, but wdnch is as covetous as any other , (and 
indeed where ib the man, who in the pride of conscious pow'er 
and victor) , has not an avidity for conquests, especially if the 
means be ready, and already provided at Ins hand ? ) the English, 

I say, on being informed of the state of things at M8rsh8d*abad, 
held a great council, the result of wdnch w'as “ that the proposals 
“and offers of iMir-djaafer-qhan and Radja DSISb-ram ought to 
“be accepted, and that preparations ought immediately to be 
“ made for declaring w'ar ’’ But as it is not customary wuth this 
nation, nor indeed wnth any man of sense, to break wnth anyone, 
without a sufficient subject, it is probable that in their negotia- 
tions with Seradj-ed-doulah, tiiey hul found some grave subject 
that might w'^arrant a rupture Of tliib, in'leed, I could get no 
information , but probably they found it in the diLitoriness and 
neglect of the payment of the su^ of money stipulated for the 
plunder made in Calcutta, and to all appearance that Prince 
himself found it hard to part wnth such a sum as one coror of 
rupees, for a promise made only in a moment of necessity Be 
it as=it may, the resolution for wmr having been taken at Calcutta, 
Colonel Clive, better known under the title of Sabut-djung, pre- 
pared to march wnth the troops and necessaries which he had at 
hand This intelligence struck Seradj'ed-doulah Sensible now 
that he had no other resource but that of regaining tlie hearts of 
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his enemies, he at once made his appearance at the Mdcket of 
dissimulation and at thegnteof caresses , bat he advanced nothing 
by that step For as says the Poet 

** After harlog taffered joar opprmloni for a whole jeir and leen joa tear 
mj IItot out cf mj bodj 

^ Elo jcm expect that 1 am to forget all those wronp for a little fawulnf 
you hare now aet op ? 

The Prince at the same time sent part of Ins forces to 
Palassy, under the command of Radja D8I8b ram \tlth orders 
to prepare an entrenched camp and everything necessary for 
defence and war That Commander repaired thither and m 
appearance, seemed busy in executing the orders lie hid rccciv 
ed but in fact he tvas only intent upon his onm business for 
he not only entered into a private agreement with the English, 
bat added some articles to their treaty with Mir djaafer-qhan 
whilst at the same time he was daily gaining to bis party some 
officers amongst the troops he commanded under promise of 
doing for them something according to their own wishes Tlie 
same raanageraent was likewise practised in town by Mir djaafer 
qhan, who now commenced to appear at Coart, but alwajs well 
accompanied The defection became now so general that it is 
credibly reported that by this time few men remained in their 
hearts attached to Seradj ed>dOalab all the rest havmg been 
gained over by these two Commanders The report being now 
spread that Colonel Clive had moved from Calcalta at the head 
of an army this intelligence engaged that Pnnee to draw from 
hifl ears that cotton of sloth and neglect with which he bad stuffed 
them With visible reluctance of mind and a heart big with 
gnef and despondence bo quitted bis palace of Man^Sr gnndj 
and marched with those troops in which he reposed a confidence 
that IS, those belonging to Mir meden and to Radja Mohon hi 
and a few others with which he arnved at Palassy On the 
opposite Bide, Colonel Clive, with the troops of his own nation 
and some bodies of Talingas (the whole of his army not amount 
mg to more than two or three thousand men) took, post in the 
grove of Palassy, (lai) where he shewed himself m battle array 

(lii) Th»e wood* ire ill rtgoUrljr plinted imlkei* clean for ino*t of the 
fruh trees In lodb are till tree* Thwe jrofrei ire exceedingly common all orer 
tint country Thit of Pilmy In pirtlcnlir tniy hare been two mllei In drcult 
It b 1 Kjuire ; but now h Is freiUy oqlected md diminished 
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it was on a ^hur^da)^ the fifth of Shevval, in the year 1170 , a D.'ijsj 
and tlieicthe fire of battle and slaughter, that had been hitherto 
kept ah\c unnci a heap of embers, now blazed out into flames. 

Dut as the nation of Hat-wearers have no equals in the art of 
firing their ai tillers and musquetry w'lth both order and rapidity, 
there commenced such an incessant rain of balls and bullets, and 
such a hot endless firing, that the spectators themselves w^ere 
tUna/ed and confounded, and those in the battle had their hear- 
ing deafened b} tiic continual thunder, and their eye-sight dimmed 
bv the endless ilabhing of the execution All this w’hile Mir- 
djaafer qhan, the author of all these evils and troubles, contented 
himself with standing at a distance with the troops under his 
command, exacth like one who had come only to see the engage- 
ment, although his sole aim w’as to effect Seradj-ed-doulah's 
downfall But this was not the case w'lth Mir-meden, and a few 
others, who w'eic in earnest, and washed to gain the victory ; 
these were in despair on seeing that inaction Tlie cannon-balls 
meanwhile fell so thick amongst them, that this officer did not 
daie to come to a close engagement, but yet he advanced little 
by little in good order and with a good countenance, till a last 
he and ’^lohon-lal arrived near the grove of Palassy, from 
whence the English made so violent a fire It was about three 
o’clock in the afternoon It is reported that the Colonel, at sight 
of this, severe 1}^ reprimanded some agent, w'ho was then near 
his person, and said, ” that his master had promised and pledg- 
“ ed himself, that the troops, as w'ell as the Commanders, were 
“totally alienated from Seradj-ed-doulah , and that as soon as 
“ some engagement should take place, they would do his business 
“effectually ’’ As much as / can see, added the Colonel, the very 
7 evci se of all that is taking place The agent answered, that 
“ those that were now pressing upon him, were those corps that 
“ w'ere attached to Seradj-ed-doulah , and that whenever these 
“ should be vanquished, the Colonel w'ould not fail to see tokens 
“ of what he (the agent) had promised “ And in reality the day 
of retribution was now come , for Seradj-ed-doulah and his 
fortune had now become liable to the laws of retaliation That 
valorous Mir-meden, who now behaved so well in the engagement, 
and who to his heroical valour joined sentiments of attachment 
and zeal, was overset by a cannon-ball, whilst he was advancing 
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and encouraging his men ThU ball, as if sent b) an express to 
exact a tribute upon his existence earned aw ay onc^ of his thighs 
and In appearance left him for dead He was already winging 
his flight Into eternity when they brought him in that condition 
to his Pnoce to whom the dying wamor having had just time 
to say a few words concerning his real and the dispositions he 
had made for the engagement soon surrendered his soul to hia 
Maker Such a spectacle struck Seradj ed dSulali He was 
troubled and confounded, and seemed to have lost his presence 
of mind He sent for Mir djaafer qhan and patiently waited till 
the other should be pleased to come But that General having 
shewn a disinclination from such an Interview repeated messages 
and pressing aolicitations became necessary to put him in motion 
At last he came accompanied by his son Miren altas Mir mah 
mod sadyc-qhan, by Qhadem hassen qhan and by a nnraerous 
body of his friends and followers well armed Seradj ed dfiulah 
spoke to him in the humblest strain and at last descended to the 
lowest supplications be even took his turbant from ofl his bead 
(at least this was the report) and placed it before the General 
to whom be addressed these very words / nov rtpent ofvhat 
I have den* and availing myself of those ties of consanguinity 
which subsist between us as well as of those rights which my 
grandfather Aaly verdy-^kan has doubtless acquired upon 
your gratitude [ lookup Co you at to the only repTeseniative 
of that venerable personage, and hope therefore that forget 
ting my past trespasses you shall henceforward behave as be^ 
comes a Siyd a man united tn blood to me and a man of senti 
ments, who conserves a grateful remembrance of all the benefits 
he has recerved from my family I recommend myself to you 
take care of the conservation of my honour and life (122) This 
affecting speech bad no effect on Mir djaafer-qhan who finding 
that the occasion for which he had been looking out this long 
while, was now at hand, thought only of availmg himself of it 


(laa) This ipcech, vhlcfa i> 1 Htenllj trabalited u tie idiom woald 
b Dchber tlut of an Idiot nor tlut of ■ tjrant nor b th t Prince • beba io r to 
Sbiocit-dja g's famllf )>nd ebildren, or to onr antbor'f family tlut of an idiot or 
a tyrant. Seradj <d -dSnlah appeira to have been a yotin£ man rery ill edneated 
tbroo^h an orerfoodneaa in bU partnta and a Prince too early transferred from 
the achoo) to a throne. 
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so far was lie from forgetting wli.iL indeed he ought to have for- 
gotten Treason ha\ ing already taken possession of his heart, 
ho coldl}* ansu ered, that the day was now di awing to its end , 
and that thcic remained no time foi an attack Send a count ei 
01 dci to the t loops that aic advancing^ said he ^ iccall those en- 
gaged , and to-monow, with the blessing of God, 1 will join all 
the hoops togcfhci , and provide foi the engagement, Seradj- 
cd-doulah observed, that they might be attacked by the enemy 
in the night This also the General took upon himself to jirovidc 
against, and he promised that the enemy would not form a night 
attack 

By this time Mohon-lal, w'ho had advanced w’lth Mir-mcden, 
w'as closely engaged with the encm)^ , his cannon w^as served 
with effect, (123) and his infantry having availed themselves of 
some covers and other grounds, w'ere pouring a quantity of bul- 
lets in the enemy’s ranks. It w’as at this moment he received 
the order of falling back, and of retreating He answered "That 
"this W'as not a time to retreat , that the action was so far ad- 
“ vanced, that w'hatever might happpn, would happen now' , and 
" that should he turn his head, to march back to camp^ his people 
" w'ould disperse, and perhaps abandon themselves to an open 
" flight " Seradj-ed-doulah, on this answ'er, turned tow'ards Mir- 
djaafer-qhan, and the latter coldly answ'crcd " Tliat the advice* 
"he had proposed w'as the best in his pow'er, and that as to the 
" rest. His Highness was the mabter of taking his ow'n resolu- 
"tions" Seradj ed-doulah intimidated by General’s coldness, 
and overcome by his ow'n fears and apprehensions, renounced 
his ow'n natural sense, and submitted to Mir-djaafer-qhan’s 
pleasure , he sent repeated orders, w'lth pressing messages, to 
Mohon-lal , w'ho at last obeyed, and retreated from the post to 
w'hich he had advanced 

Verses 

" When the times become dark, and unprosperous for a man, 

“ He never fails to do precisely what he ought not to have done ” 

This retreat of Mohon-lal’s made a full impression on his 
troops The sight of their General’s retreat damped their courage , 


(123) That cannon was served by a number of Frenchmen, commanded by 
Sinfray, as the report goes, who was a Member of the Council of Chandernagore 
in 1757 _ 
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and having at the tame time spied some parties which were fly 
iflg (for they were of the complot), they dtsbaodcd likewise, and 
fled, every one taking example from his neighbour, and as the 
flight now had lost all its shame, whole bodies fled although no 
one pursued , and In a little time the camp remained totally 
empty Seradj*ed dOulab Informed of the desertion of his troops, 
was amaxcd , and feanbg not only the Eoglish he had in his 
front, but chiefly the domestic enemies be bad about his person, 
he lost all firmness of mtnd Confounded by that general 
abandonment, he joined the runawa)^ himself , and after march 
ing the whole night, he the next day at about eight in the morning 
nmved at his palaoe 10 the olty He had ordered that his 
pnnapal Commanders should attend with their troops for the 
safety of bis person, ontil be might take breath, and resolve 00 
what he was to do next but none attended to what he said and 
every one, without ceremony, went to his own home even Min a, 
irgdj^qhan^ _hls^father b law, did the tame, in^valo^did^the 
PnnS^ay his turhut at his feet^ and entreat him for God s sake 
To remain with him, and to assemble some troops about Ins 
palace that he might stay with safety, if staying should become 
proper or depart with some decency, should flight become 
necessary He would not hear, and he also quitted him under a 
vanety of pretences and went to his house Seradj-ed dfiulah 
abandoned by his troops and deserted by his whole Court 
resolved to retain some people at least about bis person and he 
ordered that whoever had any demand upon the treasury, should 
be immediately satisfied. Numbers immediately thronged into 
it, some for their arrears, and some for advances to help them 
selves oat. Some others likewise, under a vanety of pretences 
crowded into It, and received as muoh as they pretended to ,^or 
orders had been given to reject no man so that during the 
whole night the treasury was foil of pi'iplo who took money on 
every pretence they could devise, and earned it home , but none 
remained with him notwithstanding that liberality for he had 
mistaken the time when It was necessary, not only to abstain 
from acqmnng gold and wealth but also to spend that already 
hoarded up at home He had never thought of being liberal 
nor ever had entertained any thonghts about restraining either his 
tongue or hand from injunng and oppressing people and non 


Mu TAOH ERIN. 


-^35 


that tlic da\ of rclribulion was already at hand, the day w’lien ho 
w’as in his turn to suffer all kinds of miseries and all kinds of 
torments in his ow'ii person, he betook himself to a distribution 
of treasures. He ought to ha\c remembered what the Poet has 
said 

" Men in power, do not oppress IhobC that hi\c preceded jou in it, 

*' Tor the world is not likely to remain for c\cr under the same command. 

•' Do not tear (take care) people’s feel from their place; 

“As It IS uncertain whether jour own feel shall c\*r remain where Ihej arc 
"A number of hearts gained is of more use than a full Ircasurj , 

"But belter still .an empty treasury than a throng of alienated hearts 
*' Do not push any* one so rudely as that his feel should stagger and fail, 

'* Lest some day it may be thy fate to fall at those very feet. — 

*' Never think an enemy too inconsiderable, 

“ For I have seen a large mountain grown up from a small stone, 

'* Do si not thou sec that when pismirej hare joined together; 

“ They can force groans from the most formidable Lions ? 

*'Is there any thing in the World so feeble as the silk threads, when asunder - 
"And yet when tvTisted togolher, nothing is so strong, they become equal 
" to a chain 

Seradj-ed-ddulah finding himself left alone for a w'holc d.iy 
m lus palace, without a single friend to unbosom his mind w'llh, 
and without a single companion, to speak to, took a desperate 
resolution.— In the dead of the night he put Lutf-cn-nessa, his 
consort, and a number of favourites into covered coaches and 
covered chairs, loaded them with as much gold, and as many as 
jewels as they could contain, and taking with him a number of 
elephants wuth his best baggage and furniture, he quitted his 
palace about three in the morning, and fled ; it was the seventh 
of Shevval. By one of those fatalities so conspicuous in tlie 
fate of persons of high stations, and which proceeded from his 
own ignorance of the world, and the unsteadiness of his temper, 
instead of taking to the left hand, and going to Radj'-mahal, as he 
had determined at first, he struck to the right, and went to Bag- 
vangolah, where he immediately embarked on a number of boats 
which are at all times kept ready in that station But if instead 
of taking that fatal resolution, he had continued his journey by 
land, as it had been his intention, and had sent notice to some 
Commanders of his, who had not yet joined the malcontents, it is 
past doubt that numbers of them would have followed him, through " 
personal attachment, and many more by a principle of avarice 
and ambition , in a few hours’ time he would have been joined 
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by some thousands, and people seeing him so well accompanied, 
would liave not dared to oppose hie journey It is even probable 
that bis retinue would have swelled at every stage, and that he 
would have found himself at last at the bead of a respectable 
force But what man has had it In his power to withstand his 
owm destiny and how is it possible to parry the decrees of an 
impending fate? Seradj ed-ddnlah, now in his boats, was ad 
vanaog on his way to Aiim abad for on the first motions of the 
English from Calcutta he had wrote a pressing letter to MSshur 
Lass to recommend his coming down Immediately, wlthont losing 
a moment Unfortunately instead of a bill of exchange, he had 
sent him an order upon the treasury of the province of Axim 
abad and as slowness of motion seems to be of etiquette with 
the people of Hmdostan the dlsbnrsing of this money took up so 
much time, that when Lass ivas come down, as far as Radj 
mahal he found that all was over, and that Seradj-cd dSulah 
was no more, his person having already been seized by Mir 
djaafer qhan’s people, who had completed their revenge upon 
him MSshur Lass being arrived at Radj mabal soon beard of 
the catastrophe, and he returned to Aiim abad He was hotly 
pursued by Major Coote, who is now come mth the title of 
General from Europe, and was then only a Major with Colonel 
Clive his orders were to purane vigorously and m case of need, 
to fight In fact he pursued incessantly but Lass, having 
gained a day’s march upon him continued retreating until he 
was beyond Baesar and beyond the Keremnassa that is, until 
he had been chased beyond the last limits of Seradj-ed-dOulah s 
dominions after which the Major returned to his Commander 
Mir djaafer-qhan finding that by Seradj-ed dSulab s flight, 
the wind was blowing In his favour, tamed one day at Palassy 
where he had an intervuew with Colonel Clive and with the 
English Rulers There he renewed his engagements and promises 
to them, took their troops in bis service, and then marched with 
them to M8rsh8d-abad Upon his march he w'as informed of 
Seradj-ed dOulah’s flight, of the general desertion amongst his 
Commanders and troops and of their being unanimously on his 
bide together with the pnncipal men of the city (124) On tins 

(134) Th» day of hU bdDg prodnmed, he tnvhed the Colonel and the prin 
dpal En^bh «3 welt ts the principal Grandees of bo Court, and the pnoopal 
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intelligence he, on the morning of the next day, made his entry 
in the city, and took up his quarters m Seradj-ed-doulah’s palace 
of I\Ians 8 r-gundj, whence he got himself proclaimed all over the 
city On this report both the traitors, Ins associates, and those 
that sought onh their own repose under an appearance of neu- 
trality, hastened to offer their congratulations, and to present 
their homages , and even those few who still stuck to* Seradj-ed- 
doulah in their hearts, and were not pleased with the revolution, 
found themselves obliged to join the throng, for fear of being 
pointed at with the finger, and of becoming objects of chastise- 
ment and oppression y'Mir-djaafer-qhan, in the full possession of 
Sovereign power, beat loud the drum of dominion and command; 
and in conjunction with Radja D818b-ram, whom he made his first < 
i\Iinibter, and the centre of all transactions, he applied himself to 
the business of quieting the minds of the people , but his first 
care was to take possession of Seradj-ed-doulah’s treasures, ( 125 ) 
and to divide them with the English, according to’ the terms of^ 

Commanders of his troops A magnificent Mesned, or throne, was spread at the 
north end of the hall, where it remained empty for a time notwithstanding the 
Colonel’s entreaties At last the victorious Commander got up, took Mir-djaafer- 
qhan by the hand, carried him to the Mesned, made him sit in it, kept him down 
vith the arm, and then presented his Nezer This was followed by the Nezers and 
homages of the English, and of all present,; and a Royal salute announced the 
proclamation to the whole city 

(125) As we have been ourselves, in the very next year, in the Company’s 
service, as Linguists ^to Colonel Clive, in whose camp we were, we remember to 
have heard from the mouth of Mr John Walsh, who was Commissary in that 
army, that himself went into that treasury, with Mr Wats, Mr Lushington, Ram- 
chund, the writer or Divan, and Labekishun, the Moonshy or Persian Secretary, 
and found it to contain one hundred and seventy-six lacs in silver, two and thirty 
lacs in gold, two chests of gold ingots, four of jewels set, and two lesser ones of 
loose stones and gems , but what is singular, and yet true, this was only the outer 
treasury, and those renowned English, who look down with contempt on the intel- 
lects and abilities of the Bengalees, and yet are perpetually bubbled and,’ duped by 
them, did not know anything of the inner treasury, said to contain eight corors,^^ 
and which, pursuant to a custom well-known in India, and which is ordinary ^en 
to private men, was kept in the Zenana, or women’s apartments This inner 
treasury was made away with between Mir-djaafer, Emir-beg-qhan, Ram-chund, 
and Labekishun, whose silence was purchased by a share in the contents, or who, 
it was said, made away with the Colonel’s share This much is certain, that ten 
years after, Ram-ch^d, who in 1758 was only a^writer at sixty rupees per month, ' 
died worth seventy two lacsTn cash and bills, four hundred large water-pots, eighty 
of which were of gold, and the rest of silver , eighteen lacs in landed property, and 
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the agreement concluded in hw name, by Radja D818b ram Bat as 
he w'as ver) much smitten with the charms of the title of Mehabet 
djung, which had been borne by Aaly verdy-qhan he ordered a 
new seal to be engraven for himself, where he assumed the style 
and titles of Shudjah-^l-malk, Hyssam-ed ddulah Mir djaafer 
aaly qhan bahadyr, Mehabet djung , that is, the high and valiant 
Lord Mir-djaafer-qhan, who is the Valorous of the State the 
Sword of the Empire, and the Formidable in War, and the Majestic 
in Battles. At the same time he bestowed on his son the title of 
Shahamet djung or Valorous In War which had been borne by 
the late Nevazisb mahammed*qban and that of Hdibet djung on 
bis own brother, Mir mahmed-cazem qhan, that being the title 
^that bad once been borne by the illustrious Zin^eddln-abmed-qban 
He likewise sent circular letters of confirmation to all the men 
ID office throughout the three provinces, that had now become 
his kingdom But this was only after he had already dispatched 

tweotj Ua of la *U t coror AD tlib Immeow propett/ 

whtefa thea bectaM ooCoriout, ud wfalcfa Mr Banrell rated «t odIjt djbt^ lica, 
coold aotture beoQ mide uad«r VtndtUrt wfioM Dlraa hebocuoe (or Vaoktirt 
bImseU, wbo bad brought a lac of property into B«op) aod left it with DQ rQora 
thiD aloe (a aom wblcb bti rery alary aod commlatfoa covid hare eudlf roade op) 
wBifarfroTO being worth ooe-teotb of the property of bb DIran, although both 
that Gorermtr ud HasUoga were ao modi crlad down at that tlma for hariag aold 
Beogal to Mb-casKin^bao for twentyHwo Uca as aaseiiioo, prored to be an 
atrodona ealomny when Vanalttait, aftar a four yeara adnrfniatratloD letoatfor 
BogUnd with kaa than tee Uca | and Hasthiga, hla aooclate, prored to be ao poor 
that haring la rata appQod to hb DIraa (CaotS) for a aopply of tmlre thonaand 
rtrpeea, for pr aa ent anhabteoco la England, he wu at laat obliged to reedre that 
awlatanct from Aga Bedrou (Coja Petnioe) bet without bd g able to repay ft 
nooTwr than ten years after when HaatJogs cam* second to Utdrai. If theo then 
two oomipotefit meo made no money by a four yerra* admlnlittatioo and by a 
rerolnUoo which pat ererythlag la their po w ej of conne Ram>chiu>d, irho waa 
onJy their serTant, coaM make bat Ultle hhnself, if any at all ; the coror and quarter 
then must hare been the Colond a ahare which be aank In hb own pocket. Thb 
atsertion will be much corroborated by the locredible aom wbkhiLabeklkhtia ( in 
Coknd CDre a time, a maa at sixty rupeei per aroatfa, aa mil aa Ranwchnndjh 
aald to hare expended at hb motber’a funeral (nine Uca), and by the immause for* 
tone which MennU>egum, the faroorha conaort of Mtr.djaafer*qhan a, b known to 
be poe wwd of to thb day Tbb fortuae, which b computed by corora could not 
be anywber*, but at that predsa occasion for bar husband b koowo to bare 
Bred and dlad poor dbtreased, and enonnoualy indebted ao moch so that hU 
troopa more than ouce endangered bb life (or their pay and at laat coaspired 
agalott him wHh MiT’caasetn, bb Km4Q law 
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Mir-mahmed-cassem-qhan, his son-in-law, with a foice to intercept 
Seradj-ed-doulah. Pressing letters were likewise sent to his 
brother, Mir-da8d, ^^ho was at Radj-mahal, with injunctions to 
spare mothmg in laying hold of his person 

This unfortunate Prince, already overtaken by the claws of 
destiny, was aimed at the shore opposite to Radj-mahl where 
he landed for about one hour, with intention only to dress .up 
some kichri(i26) for himself and foi his daughter, as well as for 
his women, not one of whom had tasted food for three days and 
nights It happened that a Fakir resided in that neighbourhood 
This man, whom probably he had either disobliged or oppressed 
in the days of his full powei, rejoiced at this fair opportunity of 
glutting his resentment, and of enjoying a re\enge He express- 
ed a pleasure at his arrival , and taking a busy part in prepar- 
ing some Mctuals for him, he meanw^hile sent an express over 
the w'ater, to gi\c information to the Prince’s enemies, who w^ere 
actually rumjnaging hca\ en and earth, to find him out Imme- 
diately on this adMce of Shah-dana’s (for such was that man’s 
name), Mir-cassem and Mir-daSd crossed the w-ater, and having 
got him surrounded wuth their armed men, they had the pleasure of 
becoming masters of his person, as well as of his family and jewels. 

Verses 

'* Be this m} ad\ ice to thee if thou wilt but hear me , 

" If thoit hast planted thorns, thou canst not expect to reap jonquils ” 

Seradj-ed-doulah, sensible that the day of retribution and 
retaliation had overtaken him, descended to the low est supplica- 
tions , but they only served to render him an object of taunt and 
reproach to a set of men, to wdiom', but a few days before, he 
might have disdained to speak , everyone of them he entreated to 
obtain a pension for him, and a corner of ground, wdiere he might 
lue forgotten, but no one heard him E\eryone was only 
intent on the opportunity now^ before him Mir-cassem-qhan, 

(126) Kichrt IS a mess of pulse and rice boiled together, but so, however, as 
that all the grains should remain asunder It is the usual food of the poorest people 
in rice*countries, although there is a way of rendering it acceptable to great follcs, 
by frying it in butter first, and then boiling the same with spices, &c The Fakir 
at first did not mind the Prince, ns not suspecting him to be anything but one of 
those many travellers that daily pass that way, but on casting his eyes on the very 
rich slippers of his guest, he put questions to the boat-men, who soon gave him full 
information 
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who liad got L8tf cn nessa in his power, engaged her, partlj b\ 
threats, and parti) b) promises to disclose where wns her casket 
of jewels, and this casket, the valne of which could not be 
computed but b) lacs, fell in his hands of course Mir cMSd 
on this example laid his hands upon the other ladles, xnd seized 
wliate\er he could come at so that the people with them, on 
seeing how matters went, made haste to seize whatever was of 
their comenienc) 

WTdlst this scene was acting at Radj mahl Molion lal 
that Prime Minister whom his master had raised 8o high that he 
touched the firmament wdth his forehead but who had thereby 
acquired and hoarded up an immense capital in hatred and cn\T 
Mohon lal, 1 say, was seized at M8fsh8d»abad and delivered to 
Radja D8l8b ram s custody, who was a Hindoo like himself and 
whom the new Prince wished to oblige by such a surrender The 
other ^ ery probably took possession of all his prisoner s wealth 
I as well as person and It Is \ery probable that m the dispute 
I occasioned by this Immense property, the man s life ^vas made 
away with (137) Such was the Minister s fate We are going 
f to see that of his master s 

This Prince, now become prisoner to his own servants, was 
brought back to MSrshSd abad full eight da)'B after he had quit 
'57 ted it and this happened the 15th of Shev\*al In the year 1170 
He was in so wretched a condition that the people of God who 
saw him in that wretchedness and remembered the delicacv the 
jjiory, and the care and pomp in which he had been bred from 
his very Infancy, forgot at once the ferocity of his temper and 
the sbamefol actions of his life and gave themselves np to c\erv 
sentiment of pity and compassion on beholding him pass by 
They say that some officers by whose quarters ho was led could 
not bear to sec that excess of misery and wretchedness, ivithout 
wanting to rescue him immediately but they were not seconded 
by their Commanders who having their hearts alienated from him 
and being under articles to his enemy who had not been sparing 
to them of either his g^ld and silver and had made them 

(107) Itwu leported « ynr afUK that Uli- 4 ]ufa-qhaa htd mt mcm 
S ateUhes of hU wHh orden to cvdgel him to doatii. Others uj ttut Ridja 
DBlSb'^aici fot him poisoned to (roe hlnudf (rom the oecesslt/ of rarrendedoir a 
prUoncr of that cocoetjneaeo 
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mighty promises besides, did not care lo avail themselves of the 
opportunity , so that the men of lesser note, intimidated by the 
inaction of their superiors, repressed their own ardour 

We have said, that Mir-djaafer-qhan bad taken possession 
Df the palace of Mans8r-gun] He now fixed his residence in it, 
is being the abode of sovereignty, and he resigned his own 
louse in Djaafer-gun] to his son Miren, a 5'oung man, born to 
11m from Shah-qhanum, half-sister to Aaly-verdy-qhan, who had 
iaken her in his family after her father's decease This son of 
bis was not only equal to Ins father, but he went beyond him by' 
some degrees in everything, whether we consider his manners 
and dress, (128) or his riveted inclination to oppress and torment 
people , he was also still more expeditious and quick-minded in 
slaughtering people, and in committing murders, having a peculiar 
knack at such matters, and looking upon every infamous o' 
atrocious deed as an act of prudence and foresight His system 
was, that such sensations, as pity and compassion, answeir^d no 
other purpose but that of spoiling business With such an bero- 
ical character as this, he esteemed himself a man of mighty wis- 
dom and prowess, above all men , and, with such a blessed stock 
in hand, as the murders and other abominable actions be was 
committing every day without the least scruple, he thought his 
performances equal to all the achievements of Aaly-verdy-qhan 
himself, a Prince to whom he was fond of comparing himself 
Such was the man, who first heard of Seradj-ed-doulah’s arrival , 
for his father was then fast asleep at noon-day He immediately 
ordered him into confinement, near his own apartment, and 
proposed to a large company of his friends, then present, to go 
directly, and dispatch that Unfortunate This was peremptorily 
refused by them all, to a man, not one of them choosing to sully 

(128) There is so little difference between the Hindostany dress of man and 
woman, that save the turbant (which by the-bye is worn by virgins of the Royal 
blood and by others) it requires the eye of skill and experience to state that differ- 
ence , and this consists in general in the chola, or close coat, which is much higher 
with women, than with men , in the daman, or petticoat tacked to it, which is four 
times ampler in a woman than in a man , and lastly, in the lining of the hem, which 
IS always in white with men, but of the most gaudy silks with women, and these too* 
adorned with lace Miren dressed like a woman, and moreover spoke like a woman , 
that is, upon an emergency he made use of thoBc feminine expressions mentioned in 
the Note of this Section 
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his hands with so u^ly an action, and some even complained 
of the proposal At last, one Mahmedy beg (129) accepted the 
commission, which so many had rejected with indignation This 
man, who had been bred in the house of Seradj -ed dSalah s father, 
and in that of Aaly verdy-qhan's consort who had made his for 
tune by marrying an orphan virgin, in whose education that un 
fortunate grandmother had taken pleasure, this was the man who 
undertook the murder, this was the man who accepted the homd 
commission , and two or three hours after the fugitive's arrival, 
he set out to dispatch him Scradj>ed dOutah had no sooner 
cast his eyes upon that miscreant, than he aske d whether he was 
not come to kill him ? And the other having answered In the 
affirmative, the unfortunate Pnnee, on this confession, despaired 
of his life (130) He humbled himself before the Author of aD 
mercies, asked pardon for his past condnet, and then taming to 
his murderer Thty art not then (broke he with a passionate 
tone of \o\ce), they art not sattsHed with my being ready torehre 
into some corner there to end my days upon a pension (here 
he paused awhile and, as if recollecting something he added) 
•^N^^they are not — and I must dit^o atone for Hossiin 
c8h qhan s murder He had no time to say more for at these 
words the butcher smote him repeatedly with his sabre and some 
strokes falhng upon that beauteous face of his, to renowned all 
over Bengal for it* regulanty and sweetness, the Pnnee sunk 
on the ground, but with these words in hi* month Enough 
— that ts enough — I am done for — and Hossiin c8li qhan s 
death ts revenged On uttenng these words, he fell on his face, 
returned his soul to its Maker, and emerged oat of this valley of 
mi*enes, by wading through his own blood. His body was backed 
to pieces, by strokes without number and the mangled carcase 
being thrown across the back of an elephant, was earned through 
out the most frequented parts of the city, by way of notifying 
the accession of the new Sovereign s But what is singular and 

(129) MalunodjJMjf b aUo knovni Ruder tba oaim of Lu^mabiDed 1 or j 
ebe Laal'mahmAd, a ftTORiiie ferrtDt of lllreo • wu johied b tba co pinib ifocu : 

(130) The Prince hrrleif 10 f*r recollected hUneetf »3 to wbh to potlfy him- j 
•eU eccordlDg to lav (for aoch i porifitatloo ud also inother tofdher vUh tvo 
tbort prayen are of obTIfTtUon 00 any mao golog to tha charge, or to death) was 
reftbed ] apon whwh he a^lccd vater to quench a rioletH thlnt aod thb abo 

■^taring ben refoacd he sobmlUcd to bb fate. j 
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yet IS universally attested, the elephant-driver having for some 
particular business of his own, stopped for a moment, it chanced 
to be precisely at Hoss6in-c81i-qhan’s door, where some drops 
of blood were seen to drop from the mangled body, and they fell 
on the very spot where that nobleman had been murdered but 
two years before. 

** See, and take warning, je that have eyes, 

“ It was in this manner the wind shifted, and the face of things changed. 

*' O world, fickle and fragile ! O^world, incapable of stability ! — 

*' Do not set your heart, my friend, upon such a word , it is like a stranger, 

" Like a dancer, that goes every day from those to house (131) 

What for to fall in love with a fair one, 

" Who shifts her husband every morning ® 

" And indeed to a wise man the world is but like a beauty, 

‘‘ Who constantly roves from one to another 
“ Acquire and bring together all Caron’s wealth, 

"You shall carry no more with you, than what3'Ou have enjoyed, or bestowed — 
" Do good to’day, since the field is j'ours, and have the pow’er of it , 

" Make haste , for the next year, the field will pass to another tenant ’’ 

Seradj-ed-doulah’s mangled body having been carried through 
so many streets, was passing by his mother’s gate, who being a 
Princess accustomed to live immured, knew nothing of the 
revolution , and she only inquired what was the cause of the 
confused noise and cries she heard to-day without her walls. 
On being informed of the matter, the unfortunate Princess, 
unable to contain herself, forgot at once her sex, veil and slippers, 
and running out of the house, like one distracted, she threw her- 
self on the body, which she covered with her kisses, and sate 
disconsolate, striking repeatedly her face and breasts This 
spectacle greatly affected the by-standers , but Qhadum-hassen- 
qhan, who had just got upon the terrace of his house, to feast his 
eyes with the sight of the mangled carcase of his master and 
benefactor’s son, no sooner perceived the effect it made on the 
honest folks, than finding fault with the tenderness of that pious 
throng, he sent a number of mace-bearers and other servants, 
who by dint of blows and cudgelling, and by the most indecent 
violence, forced back that unfortunate Princess, who at the sight 
of her son’s body, had lost her mind, and knew not herself where 

(131) Dance-women, although not professed prostitues, are however reputed 
such 
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she was Numbers of other ladies that had followed her, w the 
same condition, were used in the same barbarous manner 

It must be remembered, that when Seradj-ed-dfialah was 
brought into town, Mir djaafer qhan was talcing his afternoon 
nap for that sudden and excessive alteration m his circumstances 
80 far from having affected that custom of his, had only added 
strength to it especially when he had taken his dose of bang (13a) 
The dose now being taken on the chair of command, and on the 
Mesned of dominion, had operated in a twofold manner he lay 
dead to every thing nor was any man daring enough to awake 
him But there was no need of interrupting his sleep hu virtuous 
son before any intelligence had been conveyed to his father, had 
already disposed of that unfortunate Pnnee and as Mir djaafer 
qhan on rising from sleep, had made haste to send a messageto 
that highborn son of his for recommending vigilance and watch 
fulness over iht depoxtd Pnnee (for such was his expression), 
the hopeful son laughed at the message, and returned for answer, 
lint he was not a man to neglect so important a charge ” and 
then turning to the by standers who were in great numbers, he 
tauntingly reflected on his father who was now sending mea* 
and injunctions, on a matter which be bad already taken 
care uf by disposing of the man and effectually doing his busi 
PC s Pray Gentlemen (added he) is not my father a eunous 
mUh hit f And xndtedeis-* son A^ly vtrdy 

* qhan s sister how could I prove dilatory in so important a 
matter Such was the end of Scradj-ed dBulah 

(13a) Ad iotoxiciUag bQreT«(«. itud« of tbe ud Meds of a kdod of 

CUx eruwlDg In lodU. 
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Ram-naraniy Viceroy of Asun-ahad^ submits to Mir-djaafer- 
qhan — The Authoi 's family greatly disappointed — Hazyi -ally, 
slave to the f 01 mei family, seize': the province of PS'ania — 
Mirza-melidi, a child of fifteen, yoniiffcst bi other of Seradj-ed- 
doula, IS baibai otisly put to death by Mii -djaafer-qhan’s ordei 
— Qhadiim hassan-qhan, a veiy strange character, sent to 
PSiania, expells Hazur-aaly — His conduct — His behaviour to 
an innocent astrologei — Ram-narain manages so as to put 
himself under the safeguard of the English Government — The 
Author recovers his Djaghir, or family estate — Shitab-i dy 
makes his appearance on the stage of the world — Mir-a8dollah, 
a gentleman op the Imperial family of Peisia — Wretched 
administration of the Navvab's, and of his son — The troops, 
headed by two principal officers, conspire against him-— The 
conspiracy is discovered and severely punished — Mir-cazen, 
an officer of importance, enveloped in the punition — Several 
illustrious, but defenceless women sent into a loathsome confine- 
ment— The Navvab’s detestable conduct render’s Seradj-ed-doula 
regrette d. — Radja Sunder-sing, one of the most zealous friends 
of a revolution y is accidentally killed — The Imperial Prince, 
Aaly-goher, undertakes an expedition against Bengal — Is 
strongly recommended by his mother to our author's father, 
Heddiet-ally-qhan — Mahmed-c8li-qhan, Lordof Ilah-abad, joins 
the Prince — Ram-nardin tampers with the two parties — Our 
author rendered suspected on account of hi s father, justifies his 
conduct — The authoi sent on an embassy to the Shah-zada, or 
1 mpeiial Pi ince — Faithless pi oposnls of our author's i ejected 
with indignation by his father, and by the Geneial of the army 
— Azim-abad besieged by the Shah-sada — The siege raised on the 
repoi t of the ai rival of the Bengal Army, and of Mahmed- 
c8li-qhan’s having been circumvented by his kinsman, Shudja- 
ed-doula — The Shah-zada joined by the Fi enchman Moossilass 
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— hfahmed cSlt qhan'i army waylaid and sinpped by Jiis kins 
man's troops^ and his person confinsd-^Rtsolute behtmour o) 
an officer who stands upon lus defence his noble character— 
The refractory Governor of PSranta is reconciled^ by the in 
terpositioH of the English— S econd expedition of the Shah 
aada's in Benftal—^The Shah aada hearing that his father haa 
been murdered ascends the throne under the title of Shah 
aalem^He heats Ram nardin in battle but misses Aaim ahad 
—lie marches Jormard to encounter the Nawab of Bengal and 
Colonel Clive— Beats the IndtanSy but is beaten by the English 
— Camcar qkan detaches himself from the Shah aada, to fall by 
stealth upon M8rsh8d-abad—ls prevented by the old Nawab 
and a body of English— The Nawab orders an ofieer of char 
acter to be blown at a gun— The refractory Governor of P8ra 
ma wants to join the Shah aada—Anm^abad assaulted twice, ts 
succoured by Capt Knox, who makes a successful salty and 
then with a handful of men attacks and beats the Gnernor of 
PSranta— The Colonel and Mtrtn arrtve—Tke latter ts killed 
by the lightning 

The deplorable death of Seradj ed-dfinlah, by tranaferring 
the sovereignty to another family, had not put an end to the 
troubles of the country Mlr-djaafor-qban who bad been his 
General and kinsman, now became his successor, and was every 
where acknowledged with an unanimity which doubtless had 
something very surprising for him as much as for others One 
of his first cares was to write to Radja Ram nardin, Governor- 
General of Ailm-abad- The letter contained an invitation to sub 
mlt to the revolutioa that had taken place and It was therefore 
filled with many promises and many kindnesses This letter pro- 
duced all the effect expected from It The Gentoo at a loss how 
to act on so sudden an IntlmatloD thought it best for his own 
Interest to acquiesce for the present In a few days he received 
an order to set at liberty Mlrxa gbolam>aaly beg son to Doctor 
HeUip beg, and to "send him with honour to Court The pexSr 
man, who had been dragged back from Arvel, by Seradj ed 
dOnlah s order, and expected fiotbing but what was sinister, from 
Court, was very much surprised at a poUte letter the Radja wrote 
hjm on the occasion , and he set out Immedlatery for MSrshSd 
abad bis humour and character were much akin to that of 
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Mir-djaafer-qhan’s, he was receded with afTection, and treated 
with so much distinction and regard, that he came soon to eclipse 
all tlie courtiers and fa\ourites. But meanwdnle, the new's of 
such a revolution had flown to Banaress, wdiere it soon became 
public that Mir-djaafer-qhan had been transported half asleep, 
from his bed-chamber to a throne , and that he already enjoyed 
the Sovereignt) in full. Such a piece of intelligence could not 
fail to cheer up the spirits of our family, w'hich was then in that 
city As we had been exiled by Seradj-ed-doulah’s order from 
his dominions, and w'e had left behind houses, possessions, and 
a Djaghir, or landed estate, such a revolution seemed to us a 
fa^ ourable opportunity for our returning to a city that had be- 
come our home, and to wdiich w'e w'ere attached by a variety of 
ties But ambition seemed likewise to have a share in our eager- 
ness We had been at all times, and from our very childhood, 
intimately acquainted w'lth the new' Sovereign, as w'ell as connect- 
ed w'lth his family , he had at all times shewm the sincerest 
attachment, and the most respectful regard for my illustrious 
father , insomuch, that wdienever he had any occasion to take a 
journey to MSrshSd-abad, it w'as ahvays he that paid me the first 
visit , nor was it returned but several days after, wdien I had 
seen my house cleared of the crow'ds of visitors , nor did his son, 
i\Iiren, beha\e less respectfully This young nobleman, out of 
regard, doubtless, to some years which I had more than him, 
made it a point to abstain from smoking his hocca (133) m my 
presence As to the father, he had such a predilection for my 
younger brother, Naky-aaly-qhan, that he seemed to be his com- 
panion, and the partner of all his pleasures. Nor was it easy to 
conceive a stricter union than that which seemed to subsist 
betw'een these tw'o bosom friends No w'onder then, if on the 
first intelligence of so mighty a revolution, my brother should 
have conceived that all this power, and all this sudden flow of 
wealth, were articles in which he could claim a share , and he 
reckoned, that the least object he could now' aspire to, would be 
the office of Deputy-Governor of Azim-abad Full of these 
high-flow'n notions, he w'rote the new Sov'ereign a respectful 
letter of congratulation , and taking his farther, brother, family, 

(133) An ingenious, very cleanly and very elegant apparatus used m India, for 
imoking 
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servant*; dependants and effects with him, he made Iiastc to 
embark /or Azim abad, sensible that non uas the time to reap 
the benefit of his late connections. But I uho knew that his 
late friend \Yas now a high seated Smereign that touched the 
hrraament with his forehead who felt the comparative infeiiorit} 
of my station and rank and who w'as thoroughly appnsed of 
Mir djaafer-qhan’s character (a man Incapa ble to rememb er of 
I mind rights of old date) and who was 
that his garden would never afford a flower 
of good smell I who knew the man completely ^vas far from 
being so sanguine , and I thought It more prudent to tarry some 
time more at Banaress, and to act with more propriety and dr 
cumspection My shyness was disapproved and my younger 
brother soon found himself landed at Aiim-abad But this 
arrival haring been notified to the new Prince by the Gmernor 
of the province the latter soon received a letter, full of repri 
mands and bitter reproaches for what ivas styled the Governor s 
supineness and It conveyed a peremptory order to send back to 
Banaress the ntv arrived folks without delay and without fail 
This letter opened Naky-aaly-qhan s eyes then Indeed he repent 
ed of his hastiness Luckily for him that Mir«caiem>qbaQ elder 
brother to the new Prince was these many years in Ram nardln s 
service both as Paymaster and Commander of his troops He was 
a plain man with very little brilliancy in his character but who 
however, (and justice is duo to everyone) seemed ^e^y valuable 
on other accounts being a good natured man My younger 
brother, who thought this man s acquaintance of soma resource 
paid him a visit in which he informed him that he had just 
received by a chopdar or mace bearer, of Ram nardin s an 
absolute order from the Prince to return forthwith to3anaress 
This intimation affected the good natured man and It produced 
the follmring message to the Radja Governor Sir 1 inform 
you that these noblemen are my friends and that / consent to 
share their destiny whatever he their chance If therefore you 
turn them out of Astm abad you must think of turning me out 
of it too Ram narim returned a respectful answer in which 
* he cjscused what he bad done on the plea of necessity and 
added that he also had the honour to be an acquaintance and 
a friend of those noblemen and would have nc\cr sent so bitter 


past obligations, or t 
abundantly sensible 



M u 1 \ 0 II i:r 1 \ 


’19 


'‘a message, had he nol recened an CNprcs*; order from Court " 

This answer having not satisfied the good-natured man, he 
backed Ids request by a note, in tlicsc words V/;, my hroiho 
luoii'S iwi 'vhai he ts ahoui / iokc ihc maffi ; upon me Pi av 
donot giVL yoiOKclf auv fuithci f) on hie on fhnf head The 
Radjadid not reply, but the good-natured man, in the cITusions 
of a feeling heart, took pen immcdiatel), and wrote to his brother 
w'hatever came uppermost in his mind, so that the Prince finding 
himself reprimanded by his elder brother, desisted from his 
pursuit. It was just at this conjuncture I chanced to arrive at 
Azim-abad, but it was to give some umbrage to my younger 
brother, who became fearful lest the Prince’s ill will, and the 
Governor’s injunction, might be renewed on my occasion Find- 
ing how' uneasy he was, I desired him to give liimself no trouble 
on that head, as I would, m)self, give the Govcrnoi notice of my 
arrival, adding, that if I received his leave, I would stay, else, 
that I would instantly return. After saying these few' words, I 
wrote a short note to Ram-narain This w^as immediately answ'cr- 
ed by a polite letter, m which he not only gave me leave to 
remain, but expressed a desire to see me I, therefore, paid him 
a visit, and this was followed by bomc oll1cr^, but at great inter- 
vals, making it a point to live rctirerl with my moiliei and my 
brothers And things went on smoothly < nough, until a report 
spread, that Mir-djaafer-qhan had quilled his capital, and shortly 
would be at Azim-abad This journey, or expedition of his, w^as 
on account of the umbrage he had taken at the rev^olution that had 
lately taken place at PSrania, wdiere one Hazyr-aaly-qhan, who ~ - 

from a slave-boy to Siyd-ahmed-qhan, had become a man in ' 
favour with his master, and a Superintendent of his hall of audi- i " 
ence, was now availing himsslf of the influence which he had in 
the country, to seize the government of it. This man, in con- 
federacy with Achel-singh, who had been Divan to young Shaocat- 
djung, had laid his hands upon the son of Mohon-lal, whom he 
confined, and he had set up his ownself for lord of the province 
Mir-dj'aafer-qhan, therefore, was coming, both to quell that in- 
surrection, and to take possession of Azim-abad 

It must be observed that although the new Sovereign had 
been opposed nowhere, it was rather through incertitude how to 
act, than out of any affection to his person, oi any opinion of his 

S* M. VOL. II. — 32 



250 


THE S^IR 


talents, so that evcr>one had thoughts of aTaiUng himself of 
such a time of trouble Ram nardln, who in hia heart was 
strongly attached to Aal> verdy qhan s family, had already \Trote 
to the zemindars of his province, and namely, to Radja.Sunder 
_ fing, and RadjaPahluvan sing, the most powerful amongst them, 
to exhort them to join with him in a common effort, calculated 
tore\cngcthe death of ibcir master’* son Bat he received 
no favourable answer from anywhere and he soon found that 
bis situation, by becoming critical, required a deal of dissimula 
tlon, and some apparent compliance with tlic revolution for by 
this time, strong suspidona had arisen in his mind nor were 
they tolslly groundless One dav as he was amusing himself 
Vkith viewing a seat and garden he had raised he was informed 
that^Mir-cazem-qhan, who was indeed the Commander of his 
troops, but who was also elder brother to Mir-djaafer, had 
suddenly made hia appearance at the gate with a great throng 
of friends and attendants. The Governor surprised at the 
■suddenness of the intrusioo rehred to another set of secret 
apartments that had a commumcation with his garden from 
thence he sent to complain of the abruptness of so unexpected 
a visit, and also to excuse his not seeing him at present A 
couple of hour* after he retired to his palace, which was In the 
ciiadcl where he made several observations on a visit that 
afforded such a handle to suspicions both on the visitor’s account 
and on that ot hU hcother The lattec, luConned of a mvseartiage 
that might bring disagreeable consequences sent him two 
en\0)s, who had orders to pacify Ills mind by every means in 
Ibeir power The first of these was Mir-shenff dm an ancient 
officer who after bating successively served the three preceding 
Viceroys was now a fnend of the new Prince The second w'at 
^Oovnida mul, an agent and (iKnd of Djagat seat s The envoys 
spared no pains in persuading ihe Governor to remam. quiet 
during the troubles at PSrapla for by this time Hdiyr-aaly-qhan 
supported by Achel smg had taken possession of the capital 
confined Molion lal who was Deputy Governor on the part of 
Seradj-ed-ddulah and seized the money he had under his guard 
But Achel sing In fact, was at the bottom of all the contrivance 
his credit In the province knew no bounds, having been for a 
length of time stncUy connected with Government as lessee of 
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ihc Districts of Tadj-pSr, ScripSr, Gundvara, and Carangola, in 
■vNhich station he had acquired both riches and a character The 
farmers of the revenue, as veil as all the military Commanders, 
had connections with him so early as the first year of SAyd- 
ahmed-qhan’s administration ; and the same may be said equally 
of Hazyr-aaly Both passed for men of consequence, and people 
had contracted an attachment to their persons. And, as on the 
other hand, the inhabitants of PSrania arc exactly the counter 
part of those of Bengal ; ^those lame, cowardly wretches, at all 
-times so crouching and so ready to submit to anyone that offers , 
no one mil wonder at Haz}r-aaly’s haMng brought into Ins vievs 
both the troops and inhabitants But he forgot himself not a 
little in confining the Deputy, Mohon-lal It was after that per- 
formance, that he marched up to the Mesned of command and 
independence, and very unconcernedly took Ins seat in it That 
day he appointed Achel-sing, for his Divan or Prime Minister, 
declaring publicly, from thence, that he was the person on \vhom 
he had conferred the management of the finances However, it 
ma} be said with truth that he w,as himself no better than a 
pageant, and that he acted entirely under the other's guidance 
Such an intelligence could not but confound the Prince , who 
under pretence of a journey to Azim-abad, w'as really marching 
against, Ram-narain. Fain he w'as to divide his attention betwdxt 
tw'-o objects become equally important ; and in the month of 
Sefur, 1171, just five months after having acquired the precarious 
sovereignty of Bengal, he quitted his capital, and encamped in 
the plain, leaving his worthy son, Miren, to command in his stead 
as his Deputy Unfortunately, on the very first days of his 
march, he chanced in one of his sober moments, to remember 
Mirza-mehdy, younger brother to Seradj-ed-doulah, a youthful 
Prince, who had been early decorated with all his father’s titles, 
_but Avho was now under a severe confinement. Straight he sent an 
order for his being put to death instantly The report ran then, 
.and it was generally believed, that the unfortunate, innocent, 
youth had been forced between two of those wooden frames, 
called taqhtas, where they conserve shawls and other precious 
goods , and that the ropes having been strained hard at one and 
the same time, he had been squeezed to death , and it is from 
that kind of rack, that his guiltless soul took its flight towards 
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the regions of unalterable innocence and eternal repose. It b 
true that some persons sold, that he had been made an ay ^vith 
by a strong dose of pobon but some others, even after ha\'ln^ 
admitted the kind of death wc ha\e mentioned assign for cause, 
the dissensions that liad early nsen between the two confederates, 
Mir d;aafcr-qhan and Radja D818b ram Thes e dissensions had 
_ rben to such a hclghtj thaTlliose two men once such fast friends, 
could not bear' an Intercourse and had already con«l 3 j 2 d_ajnortal 
dislike to each other Now it must be remembered that D818b 
ram Imd been an eminent Minister son to a man of consequence, 
hadenjO}ed the highest fa\ our of Aaly \ erdy-qhan, hb master, 
and was in possession of important offices and In full possession 
of a fringed Paleki a kettle-drum and other honourlfic insignia, 
at a time when Mir djaafer-qhan actually convicted of maUer 
sation and infamous management in bb then office of PajTnaster 
General was obliged to look out for a shelter under the Minister's 
wings- A service of that consequence deserved IntbeGcntoos 
opinion ^e^) high acknowledgments for It >Ta8 acknowledged 
as such, b) all the officers and all the soldiers of the army No 
wonder then that he should now prove too high minded to bear 
Mir-djaafer qhan s assumed superiority, and too incensed, to 
submit to his sway so that bb discontent and indignation had 
prompted him to take measures for releasing Mina mehdy, whose 
person was to be sent him secretly by some men that had It In 
custody and whom he had gained underhand Be it as it may 
Mlr-d]aafer who somehow bad suspected the probability of such 
a management and who was thoroughly sensible of all that 
could be performed by a man who to hb immense personal 
property joined an unbounded Influence over the hearts of all 
the troops resolved to be beforehand with Mm and he without 
hesitation dispatched an order for murdering that youth whose 
Innocence and beauty drew tears from every eye This order 
had been entrusted to Miren that virtuous son of hb who after 
having signaUsed himself anew by shedding so much innocent 
blood and laid up thereby as he thought an abundant stock 
of ease of mind for his own occasions now abandoned himself 
to all kinds of excesses and as he imagined that with the title of 
Shabamet djung which he had so much longed for and had now 
assumed he had llkemse inherited all the other quallflcatlons 
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of the late Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, who had always borne it, 
he modelled his household accordingly, took in his service all 
the officers and servants^ hat had belonged to that much regret- 
ted nobleman, and therefore appointed Hadjee Mehdy, for his 
Superintendent of the hall of audience, and Radja B8118b, a ^ 
Bengalee of Djehan-ghir-nugur-dacca, for his Prime Minister 
But whilst he was new-modelling hib household in that man- 
ner, there arose under his very eyes, a man whose fortune became 
prodigious This was Qhadum-ha ss en-qhan, the very man xyho 
had lately cut so conspicuous a figure, in driving away the dis- 
consolate mother of Seradj-ed-doula’s He boasted assiduously 
of his being related to Mir-djaafer-qljan, although in reality he 
was no relation of his in any degree, for he was born, not of Mir- 
djaafer-qhan’s sister, as married to Seyd-qhadem-aaly-qhan, but 
only Irom a Cashmirian wife of his, whom the latter had likewise 
married, and this was all the foundation of a relationship, he now 
so loudly claimed, styling himself his nephew, and never men- 
tioning the new Prince, but by the appellation of his Mani8 , or 
maternal uncle But although his relation to the n ew Sovereign 
was so very slight and groundless, he was very much related 
to him in other weighty respects He was nearly of the' same age, 
extremely addicted to voluptuousness and profligacies, and above 
all, had an invincible inclination to some particular species of 
unnatural lusts, to which the two friends had taken an habit 
from their earliest youths, and which the two friends practised 
reciprocally, living mostly together, and frequently retiring 
together However 'he was superior to his Mam8 in other 
respects Quick-sighted in matters of account and book-keeping, 
thoroughly skilled in the arts of making money, ready-handed 
enough at quarrels and frays, and above all, deeply conversant 
in all the secret subtilities and contrivances of non-conformism, 
and unnatural practices, which last were his peculiar taste and 
particular turn of mind , and as on the other hand, he had been 
long enough in the service of the late Sayd-ahmed-qhan, to 
have acquired thereby a competent acquaintance, not only with 
whatever concerned the finances of the country, but also with the 
inlets into the province of PSrania, and with its strong and weak 
sides, so he thought himself well-qualified for a Governor, and 
he accordingly requested the government of that country. “ He 
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" reminded Mir (Ijaafer qhan of the activity he bad exhibited, 
"in serving him with his person in his disputes mth Serad;-cd 
" d5ula (althongh in reality it was he that had escaped by taking 
"shelter under Mir-djaafer qhao s protection, as Scradj cd 
"ddulab Iiad got information of his cabals, and wanted to punish 
‘ him according to his deserts), be represented I say, to his friend, 
" that now that fortune had bestowed upon him so much power 
"and such extensive dominions, he hoped he would allon 
"him to better his fortune m that UUle comer of PSrania, favour 
" which after all would not be bestowed on a stranger” This 
representation being made at a time when Mir-djaafer-qban 
had set out on purpose to chastise the revolted of PSrania, and 
to quiet the troubles of that province, could not fail of being 
listened to, especially as Qhadum hassen-qhan, who was master 
of much ready money, and had furnished himiclf with a noble 
man’i equipage, bad offered to quell the troubles of that province, 
at hia own charge and peril provided he had the government of 
it, and was assisted ivitb a small force The old Navrab ubo 
had been at all times indolent and averse to labour, but who now 
detested the very thoughts of It, on findmgf himself fated to taste 
of the sweets of sovereignty no earlier than in the evening of 
life, was glad to rid himself of such an out>of the way expedition 
the more so, as it Interfered with bis intended scheme against 
Axim-abad, which last he thought much more important He 
therefore bestowed on Qbadum baaseu gban ^e invesbtuTe and 
qhylaat of PSraniah and Mir-caram-qhan an ancient Com 
mander of Aaly verdy*qhan s time was ordered to attend him with 
bis corps, and to obey his commands this officer who was a 
man of character, and a little related to me, the poor map , had 
cut so great a figure at the battle in which Sbiocat djong lost his 
life, that the new Nawab desirous to win his heart, had augment 
ed his brigade, and had bestowed upon him the Paymastersbip 
of several other corps 

As soon as the appointment took place, the new Governor 
crossed the Ganga with a small tram of artillery, and his own 
body of troops and from thence he wrote arcular letters to 
every pnnapdl man and to every avil and military officer in the 
province all men whom he knew personally These letters with 
now and then a menace' coatalaed a ranct) of promises, and 
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were calculated to gam the heart of everyone This passage of 
the Ganga roused the attention of Hazyr-aaly-qhan, who had 
forgot himself totally on seeing si\ or seven thousand foot, and 
two or three thousand horse under his command , he armed 
himself and resolved to repel the enemy, and he made choice of 
a post which he fortified with entrenchments But all this while 
he was unaware that his troops, being no better than so many 
farmers of PSrania, were faint-hearted, and unfit for a day of 
battle , those pepple making nothing ot throwing away their 
arms, and abandoning their officers, mthout any sense of shame 
Instead of that knowledge so necessary in a man of his station, 
he had provided himself with certain astrological predictions, 
which a certain Gentoo, called Ratan-pat, had been brewing for 
him, and he had strengthened his post on his own notions of 
success and victory However, he took care to gain the hearts 
of his troops, by bestowing much money amongst them from the 
large sums that had been brought together with so much trouble by 
Seradj-ed-doulah’s Deputy By this time Qhadum-hassen-qhan 
had approached the enemy, but as fear and despondency seemed 
to have seized him, as well as his antagonist, he thought proper 
to stop short, and to write pressing letters to the Nawab for his 
hastening his promised assistance Luckily for him that the 
PSraniah troops no sooner heard of the enemy’s approach, than 
they were seized with a panic, and they disap peared by small 
parties , each man, as his fear prompted him, quitting the camp 
in the night, and making the best of his way to his home The 
desertion became so general, that the numbers in camp became 
thinner and thinner, to the great disappointment of Hazyr-aaly- 
qhan, who was still more intimidated by hearing that the Nawab 
had sent repeated orders to Mir-cazem-qhan to hasten his march 
These orders, however, did not please Qhadum-hassen-qhan , 
betas he was a shrewd man, and fully informed how matters 
went in the enemy’s camp, he thought it expedient to hasten to 
an engagement, for fear of being obliged to share the honour of 
the success with another in a victory which he thought could not 
escape him Full of these ideas, he assembled the few troops 
he had with him, and before Mir-cazem-qhan could come up, he 
marched directly against the enemy’s camp Hazyr-aaly-qhan, 
on the other hand, ranged his troops upon the entrenchment, and 
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with his Minister, Atchul sing, he made his appearance at their 
head But these troops who bad already been impressed by 
Qhadum hassen-qhan’s letters, forgot e\erytlng but their own 
safety on descrying the encm3r's march they wa\ered and with 
out being pushed to It b> actually feeling the Impression of either 
sabre or spear, thej quitted their posts all at once, and fled e\er} 
one the nearest way to his home Hazyr-aaly qhan, ^vithout 
being dismajed by this general desertion, found means to secure 
his flight He fled and disappeared, without It being possible to 
know where, and ho^\ To all appearance, he went towards the 
mountainous tracts in the north of PSranla which although con 
tlguotts to Bengal, are independent from It and he remained 
concealed there until he might hear of an opportunity of eraerg 
ing from thence and this happened when another revolution 
was effected In favour of Mlr>cassem>aalv djah- Then he shewed 
himself again, but vras selied and confined for a length of time, 
without being ever heard of afterwards 

After so easy and so complete a victory Qhadom bassen 
jban made his entry in PSraola where he took op his abode In 
the palace built b) Sdyd ahmed qhan and from thence be pro- 
claimed that whoever had concealed Atchul sing should produce 
him immediatel) But there was little need of an) vigorous 
search for the man him«^ll having concluded that as a pen man 
and one that had acted only on n second hand there was little 
danger for him ln*belng apprehended quletl) suffered himself to be 
taken on which the Governor required him to produce a general 
account of the employ he had made of the public money after 
which ho resumed everything that had been bestowed under 
the former administration Numbers that had absconded were 
seized, and b) dint ot severities were made to'pay much money, 
after having refunded all that which they had really received 
Such violences made his administration odious and rendered his 
person an object of taunt and reproach but he seemed to pay little 
attention to it and Indeed he had not delicacy enough to feel 
the detestable part he had chosen to act and, provided he made 
much money, he little minded the destestatlon of an incensed 
public. Mlr-caiem qhan arrived at this time with his force but 
he found the country reduced and he contented himself with 
paying a visit to the new Governor , after which he took hb 
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leave, and returned to the camp at Radj-mahl The Governor 
being now firmly settled, applied himself to the duties of his 
office, and some months had elapsed in this manner , but Ratun- 
pal, the astrologer, who had absconded with many others, having 
thought proper to make again his appearance upon the stage of 
the world, gave birth to a strange scene This man claimed the 
possession of some villages that had been bestowed upon him 
successively by S6if-qhan, and afterwards by S^yd-ahmed-qhan 
He thought that as the whole business of an astrologer consisted 
in keeping great men in good humour with their ownselves, by 
a variety of predictions suited to their inclinations, the new 
Governor would not find fault with him for having flattered Hazyr- 
aaly-qhan a little, nor would object to his being left in the 
possession of an estate so fairly acquired “ Astrologer,” said 
the Governor, with an air of derision, ” have you examined the 
“ stars to-day, before you ventured out of your house ? Doubt- 
“ less you have ” '''' Iltustnous Navvah,” answered the other, 

“as the business to such men as we, is to draw horoscopes for 
“ others, and to examine the Heavens for a favourable hour, 
“you may rest assured that we do not neglect such a precaution 
“for ourselves “ Very well/’ replied the Governor , and 
“it ts you undoubtedly y thathavepointedoutfoHazyr-aaly- 
“ qhan, a favourable hour for his fine expedition Have you 
“ not The man did not deny it , and on that concession, the 
Governor ordered him to be carried to the public market, there 
to have his nose out off, to terrify all the Grandees and principal 
men of the province , and likewise to teach him to look out 
with more care about a favourable hour, on his coming out of 
his lodgings The order was punctually executed, and the poor 
man remained mutilated for life 

This expedition of Qhadum-hassen-qhan’s having put it in 
the Nawab’s power to depart from Radj-mahl, he marched on to 
Azim-abad But Ram-nardin, being by this time certain that the 
Na^wab’s expedition was solely intended against him, he conclud- 
ed with himself, that his own power and dominion could never | 
subsist upon a solid foundation, unless he made an alliance with I 
the English He reposed no confidence on Mir-djaafer-qhan’s ‘ 
j promises and actions , could not trust his word , and was still 
more mistrustful of his Ministers' With this view he gained 
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^ovinda mul o^er to his side that is, the Mvy tnan "who had 
orders to persuade him and he sent him, as hb cnvn agent, to the 
English camp, with a commission to spare nothing that might 
procure him a letter, according to the wish of his heart, from 
Colonel Clive After which, he assured him, he would soon 
come to terms with the Nav>ab Govinda mul waited on Mir 
djaafer qhan and iniormod him “ that Ram nardin W'ould not 
" come to pay him hia respects, unless the English mediated some 
‘ terms with Hb Highness and pledged their good faith as guar 
‘ antees That otherwise God only knew what might happen 1 ” 
On the Nawab s answering that he had no objections, Govinda 
mul applied to the Moonshy or Persian Secretary, and having 
gained him over to his party he obtained from him such a 
minute of a letter as he wanted and brought ft to the Nawab 
But as the agent was apprised that Mir djaafer-qhan could neither 
^ write nor read fluently and that when once duly seasoned with 
' his dose of bang (134) he was incapable of attendihg to business, 

{ especially after his meai so those two shrewd ones, who knew 
^ hb character made choice ^ that moment to present thejr letter 
The old Nawab excused himself on his having a headache, and 
hia not being able to read at present bnt ho added ho^veve^ 
that he w^ould hear the purport Such a purport therefore was 
mentioned to him as differed Avidely from the real letter, but 
however suited hb intention and wind so that after having 
heard it he ordered a letter to be drawn up accordingly and 
shewn to Colonel Clive. Govinda mul having carried hb point, 
folded up the letter and ran to the Colonel This CommAnder 
took a copy of U signed and sealed the original, and then 
returned It to the Nawab U conUifaed '* an Invitation to come 
o\er to the EngUsh camp with assurances of his taking it npon 
‘ himself to have him confirmed In his Gcnemment and to see 
him seenred in his hfe pro perty and honour, iMthout being 

<134) Bibc U s UU pUot, thil fom* the trtmJUon behrtea Ua fiaropein 
kemp, »tKl tho Eorepcio fiix. lu •onualUe* bdn^ pomjded with witw *a<l * 
Hiixhir® ol Kuno iplce, affard i Ihlck Uqnor ol a dirty gnto, rHti which loir peopli 
pfocore them*«he* a flaih la tha cbeeka and oyaa, and a monwotary flow of apWli, 
that bordm co Jntcilciticro ; bat ft fa to /aH afain fnto a grater lowami of apWfa 
than erw tt t* fifty timo cheapo- than Gtn U Iq Eagiaad aad Wtn a narcodc 
hataweratbtpwpow (rfaprOTocatlfa^a deoomlnatloa under which aaythhv 
Trill CO down with an IndJto. 
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“ liable to be called to any account whatever, for either the man- 
‘'agement of the revenue, or any other matter.” Govinda-mul, 
furnished with such a piece, took his departure from thence, 
without returning to the Navvab’s camp , and spreading his wings 
full in the expanse of success, he arrived at Ram-nar 5 .in’s palace, 
where he shewed him the letter, and its minute Such a sight 
could not but quiet that Governor’s mind , and as he had now 
carried his point, and was totally freed from his fears, he resolved 
to wait upon the Navvab , and having spied a favourable hour, 
he set out to shift his ground (135) 

As the Radja had had a particular regard for me, shewed a 
deal of fondness for my company, and did everything in his 
power to oblige me, I thought it incumbent upon my gratitude to 
conform myself to the complexion of the times, so far, at least, 
as to accompany him in his journey. I therefore repaired to the 
place which he had chosen for changing his ground, and for 
staying two days , and I put a piece of paper into his hands, the 
purport of which was, “ that even men capable of noth ing, happen 
“ sometimes to be good for something, and that, if he should 
” think It proper, I would accompany him ” He wrote at the 
bottom of the paper these words ” I am now hastening out, 
“ uncertain myself of my own fate , but as I retain a grateful 
“sense of your kind offer, I shall, on my return, remember of it, 
“to see you oftener than ever, and to oblige you in everything 
“ m my power, I think it an honour and a happiness to myself 
“ to distinguish a man of your merit” (136) The next day Ram- 
nar^in departed, and repaired directly to the English camp. On 
this proceedin g, which did not please Govinda-mul, who was now 
become his confidant, he observed, that it was highly proper 
now to repair, also, to the Navvab’s oamp, and to come to some 


U3S) We have already observed, that Indian Lords being extremely addicted 
to astrological predictions, never set out on any voyage or matter of consequence, 
without having first consulted the stars about a favourable moment , and this 
being once observed, they set out, be the weather what it will, and commence their 
journey, were it but to stop at five hundred yards farther , and this is called chang- 
ing one’s ground 

(136) The European reader must not mistrust the elegance 'of this answer 
Such was Ram-nardin’s style, and our author himself says, that not only he wrote 
Grammar, but also with much more elegance than is to be seen amongst Gentoos 
wnting the Persian. 
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concesafona for hla hnving visited Colonel Clive, first Rajd 
nariln, who wa* a shrewd man, would not listen to the advice 
but the Colonel gave him one of Ms Commanders, In whose com 
pany he repaired to Mir djaafcrwjban'a camp A precaution so 
Injurious, could not but highly displease the Nawab, and render 
both the agent and visitor extremely disagreeable. However, he 
for the present repressed his resentment, and a few hours after, 
he sent him word to encamp at a spot he pointed out to him , 
and as thi Governor was now sore of protection he complied 
with the command, and marched two or three dajs n-ith him, 
until they arrived at Djaafer-qhan s garden, which is on the 
banks of the Ganga, close to the suburb of Aiim-abad, uhere 
they encamped eastward of that city 

It was there that my three younger brothers Naky aal) qhan, 
and Gballb-aaly qhan, and S^yd-aaly qhan, were Introduced to the 
Nawab by his brother, Mlr-caiem-qhan As for my own part, 
I paid that Prince a visit under the mediation of the Paymaster, 
Mlr-caiem^han who geoeroosly remembered the rights of 
consanguinity and never made use of the great credit which his 
many Important services gave him but for doing good and obllg 
Ing others. However I must confess, that m) heart had but very 
little share In that visit as I was thoroaghlj auqualnted with 
that Prince 5 character long before the rmolutlon that had 
brought him to the Mesned and 1 had not the least Inclination 
for his compan) nor did I In the two or three months time 
which he passed at Aslra^had pay him more than two or three 
\'isits and this too after be bad reprimanded me for mj neglect 
The truth Is, that on (^serving that his company was in general 
such as corresponded with his own profligate character I had 
no Inclination to mix with such people It was not so \vith Mir 
caicro-qhan the Pa>Tna3ter I used to visit that amiable man 
often and although I was then In circumstances distressed 
enough, I consoled myself and kept up my spirits by a frequent 
repetition of these verses, which His Hl^nesa Sheh-mahmed 
hazin (uhoOT God may placeamongst the highest In his paradise!) 
had often In hfs mouth 

" Bria* to toy em concert* of moric tod jou w»tt«r that rrmneot of 
•* wtoe.” 

“UiiakffltIm««,*,auvaiulMdd.6«Dalo Hnr.n 
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But as I have so often mentioned Mir-djaafer-qhan’s char- 
acter, it will not be improper to give some specimen of it, as he 
gave them himself at this very period of time A strict friend- 
ship, and an intimate union had subsisted at all times between 
him and Mirra-shems-ed-din, a very sensible, very ingenious 
gentleman of M8rsh8d-abad The latter have even lent him a 
sum of money, when the former was in disgrace with Seradj-ed- 
doulah, and in want of that timely assistance. So that now, that 
his friend had possession of all the treasures of that Prince, as 
well as of his extensive dominions, the Mir7a very naturally ex- 
pected mighty returns from the man’s gratitude, and from his 
sense of the important services he had rendered him, at so crit- 
ical a time. But he was mistaken in his reckoning, and he saw' 
the very reverse of what he expected , he was seldom admitted 
to the Navvab’s company, that is, to that in which the latter 
unbent his mind, amongst a number of friends. Not that the 
old Navvab was estranged from him neither; only that he knew 
him for a diseur-de-bonmots, and a waggish jester that would 
spare no man , and he feared lest some severe jokes, upon the 
neglect of which he was the victim, might throw a slur upon the 
Prince's importance and eight One day, when the Mirza had 
found means to be one of the Navvab’s company, in his private - 
apartments, the latter to prevent an attack which he dreaded, 
thought it best to soothe his resentment by some handsome 
excuses “ Mirza,” said the Navvab, “ do not believe that I have 
“ forgotten the services you have rendered me, or that I do not 
” mind you , you know that all the money which fell into my hands, 

“ has been employed in satisfying the Rnghsh, and in promoting 
“some concerns that admitted of no delay , but I can assure you 
“ that whenever I am eased of my engagements, and I find a pro- 
“ per opportunity, I shall not let it slip out of my hands, but will 
“ avail myself of it, to return you the services you have rendered 
“ me ” The Mirza, whose heart was alienated by some months’ 
attendance, answered My Lord-Nawab^ do not tell me so 
much of your distressed circumstances , for they affect the tender- 
ness of my hearty and will melt me to tears But what can / 
do ^ Had not Seradj-ed-doula plundered my house on your 
account^ and reduced me to poverty^ / would assist you even 
now with some money, as I think it a happiness to serve you 
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With all my pober , no man tn the world destrves so well, as 
you, everything tshich friendship can perform Here it mast be 
observed, that Mir djaafer qhan, who was fond of jewels, and bad 
chanced to enjoy them, bat at the end of his life when he got 
immense quantities of them fU once, was actually loaded with 
those glittering things , and he actually wore sit or seven brace 
lets at hifl wnst, everyone of a different speaes of gems, and 
he had also hanging from his neck, over his breast, three or four 
chapelets of pearls, everyone of inestimable value Such was bis 
dress that Qay, and Shems>ed dm looking earnestly at it said 
My Lord Nafvab, the stones you wear at your arms, are of so 
tnestienable a value, that they can be of no use to anyone but 
yourself hut yet they must be pretty heavy, and could you but 
give me a slap in the face with that hand of yours, so loaded, 
ti would east my heart of much of its grirf But the sarcasm 
be cracked on the Nawab on another occasion, proved much 
more severe The Mirza having accompanied him to Aitm>abad 
taw his chsractef traduced by some jealous, who reported that 
some of hU soldiers of bis corps had qaarrelled with Colonel 
Clive 8 people and that there bad happened a fray between them 
It chanced that Sbems^ din himself made bis appearance at that 
very moment, it was m full Derbar and m the ball of audience 
The Nawab fixed his eyes upon him and spoke a few words 
that seemed to border upon reprimand * Sir said he your 
people have had a fray with the Colonel s people Is your 
honour to know, who is that Colonel CUve, and m what station 
Heaven has seated him ? ’ My Lord Nawab answered the Mirxa, 
In getting up Instantly and standing b olt upright before him 
Me to quarrel with the Colonel ! Mel who never get up every 
morning, without making three profound bows to his very jack 
ass f flow then could / be daring enough after that, (of dll 'out 
with the nder himself T After that small digression, for which 
we hope the readers connivance It is proper to revert to the 
affairs of Aiim-abad, and to see how Ram nariln availed himself 
of the letter, be had obtained at the expense of so much art, and 
so much good luck. 

One day Mir-djaafor-qhan, after having mach amused him 
self with the songs and dances of the actresses of that aty con 
ferred the government of the province on his own elder brother, 
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Mir-carem-qlian , and at the same time he required Ram-nard.in, , 
to render a full account of the management of the revenue for so- 
man} years past Ram-nardin^ who had attached himself to the 
English, on puiposc to parry such a stroke, did not fajl to com- 
plain to Colonel Cine The Colonel sent a message to the 
Nawab, to dissua de him from such a design. The message dis- 
pleased that Prince, who in conversing with the Colonel’s agent 
and envoy, {137) grew warm, and expressed himself in these . 
very words ” What docs it mean, my Lord ' Shall I leave suck 
a Government tn the hands of a Ram-narain^ and behold my 
''own biothei without employment^ What for, pray ^ And 
"foi whom ^ The Colonel sent word m answer, “that it was 
“ for fear of such contingencies as these that he, on the Navvab’s 
“ desiring to be accompanied by the English, in his expedition 
“ to Azim-abad, had objected to his being of the party; and had 
“ reminded him, that it was improper in him to desire the con- 
“currence of the English in ^\hat concerned his finances and the 
“go\ eminent of his dominions, as he (the Colonel) might come 
“ to observe many actions of his to be contrary to sound policy 
“ and to good faith , and that once the English being enibark- 
“ ed with him in those regulations, they would think his honour 
“ as well as their own concerned in preventing wrong measures. 

“ 1 added,” said the Colonel, “that the interference of the 
“ English might produce an alteration, and change our union and 
“ friendship into disputes and discontent All this you would 
“ not hear , and now that you have brought me so far, and have 
“ made me write, as mediator and as guarantee, a letter, con- 
“ firming under my hand. and seal a number of promises all made 
“ by yourself, how can I take a share in offering so much in- 
“ justice? And how can I be guilty of breaking my word after 
“having solemnly given it?” The Navvab, surprised at the 
style of the message, denied that either the Colonel or himself 
had ever entered into any such agreement The Colonel, in j 
rdply, sent him the minute written by the Navvab’s own Secretary, j 
minute which the Colonel had kept as a voucher. The Navvab 
got it read, and paid great attention to the contents, Surprised 


(137) This agent ought to have been the translator himself, but, however, it 
proved to be Nandcoinar , the translator, being a man who had at all times an 
infinite deal of wit, but seldom common sense. 
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at what he heard, he sent for his Secretary and Govinda mul and 
expostulated nith them on this stran^ affair These lu omen 
who were closely linked together m this business took care to 
answer In such a manner as to confound the old man totall) 
They observed, ‘that they had brought that minute to him and 
“offered it to his perusat that he had ordered the contents 
to be recited to him had given his consent and bad requested 
that of the Colonel 3 They added that It was not strange at all 
“that those contents should have slipped out of his memory, in 
‘ the variety of businesses and avocations that crowded upon 
“his Princely mind Mir djaafer feeling he ivas m the wrong 
found he had no other party to take but that of abiding by the 
Colonel s pleasure with respect to Ram naridn He did more 
for after having so bluntly published his intention to dispossess 
the latter he found It convenient to caress him and at the same 
time to promise some other preferment to his disappointed 
brother whom he desired to quit \xim abad. In order to live 
with him at his Court 

These small dJssensioni, were follmved by several others of 
a more private nature Cam car-qhan Radja or Prince of some 
mountainous tracts in the province of Aiiro abad ivas this long 
while attached to Mir-caiem-qhan the Nawab a elder brother 
who had Invited him to Court where he Intended to make Interest 
In bringing to an Issue some difference which he had with Sunder 
sing, another Radja of those parts but where he received nothing 
but promises from that Prince whereas Sunder sing, who had 
all along sided with Ram nardin now carried his point Avith a 
high hand He even did more for on observing how much 
stability bad accrued to his friend's Government, by the late In 
terference of the English he made no account of Mir-djaafor 
qhan, to whom he seldom paid his court and on the contrary 
ho very assiduously cultivated Ram nariln s good will who now 
Interfered so far In this affair that he got Cara-car-qhon to be 
arrested and confined Nor did this proceeding much affect the 
old Prince who glad to have somehow rid himself of this affair 
tamed his mind towai'ds amusements and having ordered a 
numerous assembly of Fakirs and religious men, he entertained 
them handscFmely, and compUmonted each of them with one rupee 
gratuity These assemblies are called From this 
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entertainment he repaired to a pastime of another kind , where, 
being heated b) (he plea'^iircs of the fe<;tnal of HSly,(i3g) he 
amused himself with seeing dances, hearing songs, and distribut- 
ing amongst the actors and actresses, a number of Inely colour- 
ed dresses (Mo) It was in one of those moments of mirth and 
jocularity, that Ram-narain, who had a deal of kindness for me, 
the poor man, supplicated the Na^^ab for the release of the 
Districts of Belondjana, and of some other lands about Mongher , 
together with the villages of Beni-nagur and MoSIa-nugur, wdiich 
composed a certain Djaghir or estate, hereditary in our family, 
but that had been confiscated by Seradj-ed-doula The Navvab, 
who did not choose to disoblige a man so well supported, gave 
his consent, and the Governor sent me notiee of it immediately 
This incident roused the Nawab, wdio seeing that this affair w'as 
as good as done, resolved to assume the merit of seeming to 
confer an obligation of consequence on Naky-aaly-qhan, my 
} ounger brother, who had been an intimate companion of his, 
and w’ho, as we have already hinted, had fruitlessly concen ed 
mighty hopes from Mir-djaafer-qhan’s accession to pow'er and 
dominion He therefore sent for him directly , and wulling to get 
rid of a man, wdiose distressful circumstances reflected a reproach 
upon his old friend, he told him, that if he had anything to say 
about the confiscated Djaghir of his family, he ought to present 
him a paper, and that he w'ould be glad to sign it My brother, 
who knew' w'hat had happened, reluctantly presented a petition, 
in which he requested a release of his paternal estate , and the 
Nawab having signed it, addressed it to Ram-nardin for its 
execution , and thereby, in his opinion, obliged tw'O persons with 

(139) The H 8 ]y is exactly the carnival of the Gentoos 

(140) The usual dress at Court, as well as with the bulk of the nation (save, 
however, the Syks), is the white, the very climate seeming to invite to that 
refreshing colour And the Emperor Aureng-zib used to say, on that account, that 
were it made hy zxt, he would reserve xt, as a distiiiction for the Imperial family , 
irr which reserve he had an eye to the yellow, which is the wear of the Imperial 
family and household in China , and to the red, with yellow boots and dishes which 
IS the colour of the Princes in Tartary To set a proper value upon that liberality 
of the Navvab’s, it must be remembered that such a dress, to wit, a woman’s pish- 
vas (a kind of petticoat, ten or twenty or thirty times ampler than an European 
one), may, with its corresponding veil, be dyed in any colour for two shillings , and 
the colour discharged again for a groat Nor does the dress itself (it is of mal-mal^ 
cost above two or three guineas 
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a single favour But as he was now on his return to Bengal, he 
spent some days in celebrabng the festival of the H 81 y In the 
Chehel sStSn, that building of stone raised by Zin>eddin*abmed 
qhan Not content with that, he ordered a sandy spot in the 
river, through which ran a small stream, to be sarronnded by 
cloth walls, and there he spent some days in fulfilling the rites 
of that Gentoo festhal, the last of which consists in throwing 
handfuls of dost and coloured earth at each other and synng 
iHg^roloared water on one anotheria clothes and this ceremony, 
/likewise, having been fulfilled to his heart s content, he returned 
/ in touTi where he fixed a day for his departure Bat first of all 
/ he spenty^me days m visiting the holy places of the town of 
X ^Bah ar and especially the tomb of Shah sherf ben yahya, the 
illuminated, who Is the patron Saint of that town and is entomb 
ed in its neighbourhood And It u'aa here, likewise, that be 
satisfied his cravings for ox*s flesh, (141) fned in sesam oil which 
18 a kind of minced meat, for which that town u famous, and of 
which the tafy^dr^HJurs{t42) of those parts are so very food 
He waa heard to say, before his arrival there, that he would eat 
kts bellyful of It and I hav^ been told, that qaantiUes of that 
kind of meat bad been ordered to be prepared by such of the 
inhabitants as had a knack at the frying pan bosiness All of 
whom brought him their performances on which some were 
applauded some loaded with encomiums, and some cursed and 
abused just as his taste would point out and his natural leVity 
prompted And let the credit of this story rest with my author 
It was abou^tlus tim^that— ^tAo»shitab-rlyL,'^^de hjs 
(141) Tb* coUiyr mcotloos bMf Stsb with cool«apt becnM, in 
wQl fwd OQ it bat iownt people althoQfb tben h plea^ of ^ood b«ef la I dia, 
cheaper thu to uL capita] of Ean^ aarc CoaataDtiaoplc aod Uotoow 

(14s) The toddj the EoflUh la ao a^TMibk eolotirleaa llqaor ^ 

of a nraetlah poageot ustc,.i^atootes terebraUoa from the coco>trm, aod 
the date-tree but abor« all, treco thil hmfl uf ■palmelo .tm GMatioacRTbj ^rriaaoa, 
two thoimod yean afO endsr the aams of which aaae It bean to 

day bei g called the UU #rer It grow a rtralght lilcv a candle, to the 

bright of fifty or dxty feet, bot with «o hraochlog aare at the top, where h eeoda 
forth twenty or tweoty fire large learca that apreada Uke a fao, and with tbe aane 
appeannee, bet opoo a diameter of two or three feet. The ladiau with a rope 
fastened to thrir two feet, and another round the tree and theh- armplta, hare the 
knack of dlmblnf to tbe top of h le a thzlce. Tbe Urj Id twcaty-fonr bemn 
becomes rlnegar and when dbtOIed, produces a rioieat Uqoor 
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appearance in these parts, a man henceforward destined to cut so „ 
capital a figure Originally he had been a clerk m the service j 
of , Aga-sul6iman, a Georgian slave of QhandoSran’s, who was 
Minister of Mahmed-shah , which Georgian, on QhandoSran’s 
demise, became Steward to his son, Semsam-ed-doulah At first 
Shitab-r4y had but a small salary, and a small office in this 
nobleman’s house, but his merit and abilities having come to 
light by degrees, he advanced so far in his family, as to be the 
centre of all the business transacted therein Several revolu- 
tions having happened meanwhile in the capital, and giving rise 
to an infinity of troubles, that almost overset the circumstances 
of every inhabitant of that unhappy city, R^o-shitab-r£y who 
did not think it a secure place of abode, nor such as could afford 
him a subsistence suitable to his wishes, resolved to quit it, and 
to seek his fortune elsewhere , but as he had friends at Court, Some ac- 
he obtained several offices before his departure These were t^°b-rdy ^ 
the offices of Imperial Divan at Azim-abad, and the government 
of the Fortress of Rhotas, together with the management of 
Semsam-ed-doulah’s Djaghir-lands in Bengal Furnished with 
such credentials, he quitted the capital, and arrived at Azim- 
abad, a little after Mir-djaafer-qhan’s arrival there He made 
his appearance with an honourable retinue, a conduct and 
manner which attained universal esteem, and a tolerable stock 
of money, which his industry had found means to save And 
first of all, he paid a visit tp^Radja-'Ram.-naxAin , and by his 
means, he had the honour to be introduced to the Navvab But 
as he was a man of keen genius, he soon comprehended on one 
hand, that the Radja being already under ties of friendship to 
Mahmedy-qhan, who enjoyed those very offices for which he had 
brought a patent, would not dispossess his friend and acquaint- 
ance, and on the other, he soon became sensible that the xNavvah 
being an indolent man, who knew nothing of business, and never 
meddled with it, nothing at all could be done with Iiim He 
thought it best, therefore^ , to _a tj:ach-bimself. to the. rijing_foLtiuic_ _ 
of the Bnglish , and he followed the J3olonel to M8r ^i8^ d-abad, 
where he found means to engage that General to accept some 
very curious and valuable presents, whereby he insinuated him- . 
self so well in his friendship that he obtained that Commander’s 
recommendation, in support of the patents he had brought from 
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the Imperial Court, This recommeodatlon drew after it that of 
Mir djaafer qhan'a , and they both gave him letters for Ram 
nardin Tbb Governor, on seeing him return to Ailra abad with 
such a powerful support, installed him in those three ofhces, to 
which he had been appointed from Court, and it was in that 
honourable manner that Sbitab-r^y opened his way to them In 
I time, he managed so well, as to gain likewise Ram nardin’s good 
I will, so that bbitab rdy found means to live at MSrsbSd abad, 
honoured and respected as well os In great state and splendour 
As we had not been introduced to the English, we could 
not hope to be so well supported and my brother, Naky aaly 
qhan, tired of the endless hopes with ^vblch his friend Mir 
djaafer qhan, was conUaually feeding him, parted with the old 
Prince at Patna, and returned to Axim abad As to myself, Mir 
caiem-qban the Paymaster urged me several times to follow his 
fortunes m Bengal, taking upon himself to make me touch monthly 
a pension of five hundred rupees, with no attendance at all upon 
either the Narvab or his son, and with no other trouble than 
that of shewmg o^elf at Court once a montli Bat as I was 
disgusted with the Nawab s neglect and felt that my company 
would never become agreeable to him, no more than to his friends 
and bottle companions and as on the other band Ram nordm 
fed me with the hopes of an employment, 1 took my leave of 
that Pnnce at BycantpSr, whither 1 bad accompanied him but 
where I lived with Mir-caiem-qban and with Roh-eddin husstfm 
qhan From thence I took leave of my frienda, and the day 
when the army took the road of Bengal, and the Nawab, that of 
Babar, I returned home to Axim>abad 

As I was predestined to have connections with the English 
It was my good fortune, doubtless that led me back to that aty 
for amongst the English gentleman that accompanied the Nawab 
so far, and now took their leave of him _were M r Wats and Mr 
Amia tt Both these gentlemen had a great friendship for Mir 
abdollah a valuable man my intimate fnend whom we must 
introdnce to the readers acquaintance. His father Mir ghSlam 
aaly the Sefian drew bis pedigree from that Emperor, ^whose 
tents be pitched in Heaven 1 ) Shah ismiil, the Sefian, the 
Moosevian who was the first ancestor of the Emperors who have 
reigned m Iran, nnder the appellation of the race of Sefi as well 
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as the principal pear! of that Imperial cro^^n, that has shone 
with so much lustre on the stage of liie norld. But amongst 
the illustrious ancestors of Mtr-abdollah’s, the first who made Ills 
appearance in Hindostan, was a nephew of Shah-tahmasp, son 
to the glorious Shah-ism^il He had quitted Iran at a time when 
the troubles had arisen in that country , and when Sooltan 
Mohammed, son to Shah-tahmasp, had been deprived of his eye- 
sight , nearly about the time when his illustrious son, Shah-abbass, 
having torn up his enemies, by the root from the region of exist- 
ence, had, like that lion of Asca;ir/r l^Iakcdou, (143) rendered 
his empire more formidable than it had ever been before This 
nephew of Shali-isin.-fil’s, tired with the troubles of his native 
counlr}, had retired towards Hindostan, on the frontiers of 
which the fugitive Prince was then in possession of the Fortress 
1 of Candahar , w Inch with its province formed a noble estate, which 

the Emperor Acbar took out of Ins hands, under promise of giving 
him in return the country of Sind and some other districts, but 
which he never gave him , so that the fugitive Prince who had 
settled himself in that province, wdiere he coined money, died 
of vexation and grief, on finding himself over-reached by the 
Hindostany Emperor The younger brother of that fugitive, 
having no resource left in the world, came to Shah-djehan-abad, 
where he submitted to take service with the Emperors of the race 
of TemSr, ^144) and where he married the daughter of Abdol- 
rahim-qhan, a Minister of State, who cut a capital figure under 
the title of Prince of Princes , and it is from that younger brother, 
that have sprung the several races of Sefevian Princes, now 
settled in Hindostan , to wit, that of Shah-Nevaz-qhan, of 
No8r8z-qhan, and of Mu za-gholam-aaly, father to our Mirza- 
abdollali, of whom we have been speaking, and who w'as connect- 
ed wuth the English , and it was Mr Wats, a man in high credit 

(143) Alexander, tha Macedonian 

(144) The Emperors of Hindostan descended in a direct line from Soltan Babr, 
grandson to Pir-makmed-mxrea, eldest son to the Conqueror TemSr, alias Tamer' 
Ian, or lang, which word is only a Persian transla tion of the Turkish words Ttmnr 

, acsac, the only name which he bears to this day amongst the Euzbegs, his country- 

^ men Now Tomir-ts is only that same name Timur, to which the Hehnes gave a 

Greek or Ionian termination But over and above those races of the Sefevian 
family, as descending from the males, there is another family at M8rsh8d-abad, that 
descends from the females, and Mirza-dS8d, whose son Mirza-qhalil has espoused 
.1 a daughter of Mubarec-ed-d6ulah’s, is the chief of it. 
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with tho ruler* of Aiim abad and Bengal* that recommended him 
to Ram nardin the latter overawed by such a recommendation, 
gave him a noble salary and a company of a handred horse 
and moreover he made use of him to transact business with the 
English he was indeed a very valuable man, anda gentleman of 
rare quaUHcahons But we shall hare in the sequel, several 
occasion* of speaking of him again for Vfr Amiatt having 
been appointed chief of the factory at Anm abad, continued to 
make use of Mma abdollnb in almost all the transactions that 
fell within the verge of hts tofiuence and as the latter was like 
wise a great fnend of mine he introduced me to the English 
rulers and U is from that day I roost date the fnendship which 
that ruler conceived for me, and my subsequent connections 
with the English After this digression, which shall be forgiven 
to friendship we shall revert to the stream of our general history 
Mir^djaafer qhan, who had now done visiting the tombs and 
raausolea of the saints of Babar and had nnished eating his 
htUyfid of ox s flesh (for such was bis own expression) took 
in earnest the resolottoo of returning to Bengal It is reported 
that 10 advaoaog towards M8rsli8d>abad, be used to beguile the 
tediousuess of the jouruey by stepping out of the road with only 
hi8 guards and friends and by hunting ail the way he at the 
same time amused himself with listening to the songs, and look 
ing at the dances of a uumber of actresses and singers which he 
carried with him upon elephants It was this which he called his 
private parties^ and which he had the simpUaty to think very 
private indeed In these parties he used often to ask his fnends 
what they tJ^cught of hxs past timts T And whether this was 
'■ not the trne manner of travelling and hunting f What could 
be meant by going into the woods and retiring into shady 
places? To enjoy life undoubtedly added be in every 
kind of pleasure After having thus performed the journey 
without flo much as minding the affairs of State he arrived at 
M8rsh8d-abad where leaving thepleasurc of MansSr guiidy (145) 


(145) That PaIka whkh wu oa tb« otiwr *ld« of tba Ba^rattj tod coatJlotd 
lodglafi nooefa for thra* Eoropetn Kiog*. b oow raUod tod the mtterbb har 
to Iraild tht biAt, Of ktaJMm, or paltct of MSrthSd tbad, where now resides 
hb too, Molmec-ed^Snlth, ts well as aa laflohj of private hotmt. The pabce 
lohaWtod by AaJj-recdjwihan now by the name of SandJ^-doaUh s bot It 
b totally luloeiL 
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which had always been Seradj-cd- doulah’s abode, he took up his 
residence on the other side of the water, m the palace heretofore 
inhabited by Aaly-verdy-qhan, the forgiven, and there he plunged 
headlong into all kinds of pleasure, without so much as bestow- 
ing one single thought on the affairs of State 

On the other hand, his son, Miren, who had taken a liking 
to the manners, and particular expressions of the debauchees, 
and the profligate of Shah-jehan-abad, (now become numerous in 
Bengal,) had enlisted four thousand of these people in his service , 
and these became lus real satellites He was extremely haughty 
and proud, as \vell as incapable to heai any remonstrance , and 
as he ivas still in the flower of his youth, the example of an aged 
father, addicted to women of the town, and plunged in every kind 
of pleasure, made a lively impression on his mind ; and thinking 
that he had much more right than him to such a way of life, he 
plunged without scruple in every kind of debauchery ; nor did 
either the father or son bestow one single thought on the necessity 
of settling the country, regulating the finances, quieting the ' 
clamours of the army, or easing the husbandmen. Matters went 
so far, that the troops, for want_of payj_turned their horses loose 
into the fields, that the poor animals might support themselves by 
grazing So that excepting some thousand men in the son’s 
service, who resembled him in their manners and way ot speaking , 
and some hundred favourites and women of the father’s household, 
who consumed the little money that came in the treasury, not a 
man m the service had an assured subsistence And those rich 
and extensive dominions that composed an Empire, were left to 
be plundered by a ChunnyJaLand a M8nny-lal,_anfd an Angnoss- 
sing, which latter was the head spy The city and province of 
Djehanghir-nugur-dacca were left to be disposed of by 
B8118b, Diva n to Miren^vhq^had once been agent to Hussain - 
c81) -qhan. The provinces, south of the Ganga, as Bardvan, and \ 
some others, had been pawned to the English, as a security for 
the payment of the coror and-a-half that had been promised them 
by treaty H8gly was given to Emir-beg-qhan, who had been 
very active agent for Mir-jaafer-qhan, with the English, and had 
proved so very instrumental in laying the foundation''of his future 
power and fortune. The whole province of Azim-abad acknow- 
ledged no pother master than Radja Ram-nardin , and PSiania 


THE SEI R 


U’as in the hands of Qhadurn hassen-qban, who amassed mone^ 
established his government, and enlisted troops What overplus 
then could remain, after the sums extravagantly squandered amiy 
by the Nawab In his pleasures, did not amount to so much as 
might |ia\e quieted the troops, or enabled them to provide for 
their most necessary charges. The officers themselves were in 
misery and such were the circumstances of even Assalet-qhan 
and DUir-qhan, those brave sons of the brave Omer-qhan who 
rather than to abandon Mir djaafer'qhan their friend, In his 
days of distress had incurred Seradj ed dflulah’s resentment 
had been plundered and confined by him and would have been 
put to death infallibly, had they not been rescued by a revolution 
which took place In the nick of time Mir-djaafer-qhan often 
acknowledged how much he owed to their faithful and valorous 
services often loaded them with encomiums and praises , and 
jet, left them to starve as well as the others for w'ant of piy 
nor was there anyone that would take notice of their repre 
sentations and what is singular, the Nawab talked of these 
matters with the incoherence and Insensibility of a man loitering 
his time in a tippling shop Indeed in consequence of his 
inattention and his extravagant expense he was often poorer 
than any of his drunken companions but the military especially 
suffered particular hardships. Tired with so much misery they 
lost all patience at last and twenty mouths were hardly elapsed, 
since the new Sovereign had taken possession of a whole Empire 
when the troops tired with their own sufferings and feeling now 
that the knife had out through the quick down to the bone (146) 
they joined concerns and resolved to rid themselves of so 
thoughtless a master Qhadja hady-qhan Major General, took 
the lead of a number of officers and Commanders of note who 
[joined together under mutual promises and solemn oaths and 
'they drew up a paper containing their design as well as their 
resolution to stand by each other It was signed by them all and 
they apposed their seals to It It Is said, that Mir-cazem-qhan 
the Paymaster, was an associate of Hady^han s In this affair 
and it is a fact that his name and^seal were found fixed on the 
paper in question But it has been said also, by his servants 
and friends, that he knew nothing of the matter and that the 
(146) TUi b an •xpresrion conmoa In PtnU and ladla, 
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seal had been fived thereon by one of his intimates, a Moluvy, or 
Doctor Musteplia, a strange man, without principle, shame, or 
religion, who had the management of his Brigade, of his house- 
hold, and of e\ery concern of his; and n ho being himself of 
the conspiracy, had, in order to strengthen his party, made use 
of his master’s seal, to ^\ Inch he had all times access (147) It 
IS true that he nas in hiHi credit with his master, who had en- 
trusted him with all Iih concerns Unluckily for that officer, 
some of his friends were of the Navvab’s acquaintance His 
ow’ii brother, Mir-djan-mahmed. w'as of the number, and even 
one of the Viceroy’s friends , so that it is universally reported, 
that to ingratiate himself with the Navvab, he not only ga\e him 
information of the conspiracy, but on that Prince’s suggestion, 
added Mir-ca^em-qhan’s name and seal to it The con^^pirators 
w'aited until llie month of Moharrem , on the first ten days of 
which, it W'as customary for Mir-djaafer-qhan to repair at nights 
to that building, called the House of Mou}nnig,{\ic’^) W'hich had 
been erected by Seradj-ed-doulah, for commemorating \ early tlu 
martyrdom of the Prince of Martyrs, Hussein, son to Aalj, (upon 
whom be grace for ever ') The project w'as to seize the oppor- 
tunity of one of those nights, in order to fall upon him (149) That 
time being come, and the Navvab making it, as usual, a practice 


(147) To forge a writing, or a con'sent, is easy m India as well as m Persia, 
because \ery feu people being able to write, everyone is obliged to sign his name, 
by making use of a seal, whereon it is engraven, and which is always stamped with 
printer's ink But writing is 'much more common amongst Gentoos , and these 
always sign — Look at the remark 183, Section S 

{148) That building, better known under the name of the Imam-bara, or Pon- 
tiff's Close, IS tw'o stories high, and built like a cloister, with a great open hall in 
the middle The interior parts of that cloister, to v<it, those that front the yard, 
and are supported on porticoes, being in the Moharrem time covered with ising- 
glass of several colours, behind which are lamps burning, afford a pleasing spectacle 
That Imam bara had been raised by Seradj-ed-doulah , and it has been imitated by 
numbers of persons of fortune, who have now Imam baras at home , and repairing 
thither by night to assist at theatneal rites of those ten days, and always to perform 
a part in them, constitutes now the mam part of the religion of the Bengalee-mussul- 
men, who are now all Shyahs, after having been all Sunnies to that time 

(149) To lay an ambuscade was the more easy, as everyone goes armed at 
that time, and the streets are full day and night, but especially in the night, of 
armed people, who march with drums beating, and colours flying, to represent the 
march of Hossdin’s partisans who flocked to his camp 
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of resorting to that holy place at nights, Qhadja hady-qhan, with 
a number of his associates, took his post in one of the awnings 
attaining to that building but he only verified the verse 
" How »hoaId s secret rcmiia coacatltt), wUefa ts taiiced of la atsemblM*. 
The Nawab tjmel/ notice, and mounling on his naUc/, he 
went away nor did Hady-<)hAO find la himself danngness enough 
to execute bis scheme. Mir*<axem*qhan, who foKoned the 
Navt’ab, called out to that officer, as he passed by biro but this 
signal answered no purpose , it only served to Inspire sosplaons 
on his own 'account, and to impress the Nawab with bUck fears 
so that he ceased to resort to the Imam bara From that moment 
his suspicions against Hady^qban and some others went on in 
creasing and meanwhile, the scheme which the conjured had in 
their hearts, having found its way to their tongues, It became a 
gcncml topic in all assemblies The Nawab being thercb} con 
hrmed in his suspicions was waiting for further Information 
when Molirvy Mustepha shewed him the Identical -paper w’herc 
on the conspirators bad appoised their seals and even some of 
them, to save themselves from the Narvab’s resentment, and from 
his son’s cruel temper made haste to join the Molovi, and to dis> 
close all -the names they knew The matter now bad become so 
public that Hady-qhan could neither deny or even excuse or 
palliate it although the Nawub gave himself time to determine 
on the party he was to take. Bat meanwhile Hady qhan who 
was a man of courage shut himself up in bu house with his 
fnenda, and resolved to defend himself to the last extremity 
Mir-caxem-qhan a bebavioar was different. With the Word of 
God In one hand, and hia children In the other he entered thr 
ball of audience and fn the presence of the Nawab and his son, 
he swore to hu innocence upon both and submitted to the con 
sequences, with which his perjury was thrrairned, by the sacred 
book T6 remove further every siMpIcmn from his innocence 
be had dismissed and disbanded fais whole corps, and had brongfat 
hiB dismission of the office of Paymaster intending hencefor 
apir* ward to live in private within hjs family All these demonstra 
tiODS penuadad no mao in the city , and the Nawab and his son 
raa continulog to bcllcw him guilty they laid up in store a fund of 
enmity and rancour against him MeanwhDe an order was scot 
to Hady qhan to resign his office and to quit the Nawab s 
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dominions. The man consented, put his baggai^e into some boats, 
and with a small number of friends, lie proceeded over land.- 
But care had been taken for his not going loo far, the Navvab’s 
high-born and worthy son who was the acting man in govein- 
ment, had liad the precaution to write to the Governor of Radj- 
mahl, and to the Commanderof the garrison at Taha-garry,(r5o) 
to manage in sucli a manner as that tlic man sliould not escape 
alive The Commanders of those two garrisons, which mostly 
consisted of Afghan soldiers, no soonei saw the order, than they 
mounted and w’ent out after him. On descending in the valley 
of Shah-abad, they descried Hady-qhan, ivho marched slowly 
along w ith his boat s. That olTiccr on seeing such a body of armed 
men, guessed thcii errand, and took his party in a moment 
He ordered all his boats to be sunk in his presence m the middle 
of the Ganga, and arming himself, he mounted his horse, and 
with three or four friends that would not quit him, he rushed up 
on those that sought his life, and after having performed feats 
of prow'ess, he left a name worthy of being lecoided in history 
It IS reported that whenever he rushed, the enemy fled by whole 
troops, nor would they fight him otherwise than by flights of 
arrows, and by shoivers of musket-balls Hady-qhan having done 
with his four friends a great deal of execution, w^as wounded in 
several places, and fell like a brave man, courageously drinking 
up the bitter cup which was presented him by his destiny He 
was buried on the spot close to the mosque of Shah-abad, under 
a large tree, which now serves for shelter and a pausing place 
to the weary travellers in the heat of the day Such was the 
end of that unfortunate brave man. 

We must now revert to the thread of our history, and especi- 
ally to the affairs of Azim-abad where, as soon as the Navvab was 
departed, Ram-nardin resolved to bring under control the Radja 
Bishen-sing, Zemindar of Seress and Cotumbah, who after Seradj- 
ed-doulah's death, had refused to pay any rent to the treasury, 

(150) Talia-garry is a fort that shuts up the passage into Bengal It consists 
in a wall, strengthonad with towers, that extend from the foot of the hills to the 
rockey bank of the Ganges , it has neither d^tch nor rampart, and yet answers well 
enough the purpose in a country where they know nothing of sieges, and hardly 
anything of artillery Else, a battery of twentj-four poundeis would make a breach 
m it in half a day, and a couple of mortars, placed upon the brow of the hill, would 
destroy every man' and every building in the fort 



and ^\antcd lo become iiidcpendcDt^ The Governor had a good 
body of troops, and a tnun of artillery and he ^vas accompanied 
b} Baboo Pahluvan sing, and hia brother, Baboo Set bar sing, 
Zemindars of consequence, m the districts of Sahar ser^ and 
Chein p8r, two men who had risen to that power by Aaly verdy 
qhan’s favour and countenance But before his departure for 
that expedition he was pleased to settle a small salary upon me 
and to accompany the gift with a message, importing that “the 
little he could afford now to oblige me, ivas-out of his pnvate 
purse ; and that he made a tender of it both as a compensation 
‘ for the damage which ray Djaghiry estate must have undergone 
and as an earnest of the full possesaton to which he would 
himself introduce me As I had neglected to follow Mir 
djaafer qlian and bad declined to accept Mir>C3zem'qhan*8 
invitation, I had no other party left, than that of accepbng 
whatever Ram naraio chose to do for me especially as I had 
hopes of being soon reinstated in my estate The Radja having 
marched out, I followed him of course and was joined by ra) 
jouQger 'brothers Bishen smg made some resistance lo bis 
mud forts and would not submit at last observing that the 
Radja was resolved to subdue him he was seued with fears and 
promised to come to certain terras on condition that the oSicers 
of the army shonld become guarantees for the safety of his life 
and honour That favour having been granted him on the sup 
plications of the officers, the Zemindar came out and made the 
Radja a visit, m which be brought his afl^rs to a concJosion 
giving his son NarAin sing a boy of twelve years of age, in host 
age for the arrears which he owed and for the faithful ^rformance 
of the agreemenL It may be remarked that this very Bishen 
sing as well as bis father and uncles with tbeir whole family 
had been m times of yore protected and perfeircd by my forgiven 
father but oo our family being exiled out of the province by 
Seradj-ed ddula, be bad been the foremost m seizing the lands 
villages and forts that constituted my Djaghir and hereditary 
estate He gained some of our Commanders in these forts and 
drove the others by mam force But the Commander of the Fort 
of Aaly nogur, who was a Radj p8t mundlir (151) and relation 

(151) Tbe MaudUn are t robdlrUoo of the Radj pSl or mIBUij tribe, which 
hi elf one of the four fraod dir ii ioit t of the lodha, or Hlodoo oalioa 
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of tlial ungratelul man, was conserved in his post out of regard 
to Inniself, and to his uncle, the Zemindar of Chergam Radja 
Ram-narJin, who conformably to his promise, had shewn me a 
great deal of kindne-^b, seemed intent on putting in execution 
Mir-djaafer-qhan’s order, concerning my brother, Naky-aaly-qhan. 
He spoke much to Bi'ihen-sing on the necessity of his eva- 
cuating the forts and lands of my Djaghir, and carried away 
in hostage his son, Narain-sing, then a boy , he then permitted 
my biother to go and recover iny estate in those parts , and, on 
his representation, he direc»ed me to get him accompanied by 
some of the soldiers of my corps With respect to myself, as he 
seemed disinclined fiom parting company with me, 1 followed 
him to A?im-abad Meanwhile, Naky-aaly-qhan, with his small 
troop, marched to Rhotass, and forced several foits and villages 
belonging to me , but could do nothing against the castle of Aaly- 
nugur, not only as it was of some strength, but likewise as the faith- 
less Radj-pStwas encouraged in his insubordination by Bishen- 
sing, his relation The matter becoming of importance, I re- 
presented my case to Radja Ram-naraii , who immediately wrote 
to Radja Sunder-sing, Zemindar of SanSt, with injunctions to 
support Nak)’’-aaly-qhan in Ins right I also wrote myself to him on 
the same subject The Radja, who was a sensible, equitable man, 
and who remembered how much my forgiving father had been 
instrumental in rendering him the principal Zemindar of the 
province of Azim-abad, thought proper to take in this affair such 
an active part, as was incumbent on his gratitude , and his in- 
terfeience was of much weight, as Aaly-verdy-qhan, to whom he 
owed lus greatness originally, had enabled him to cut an eminent 
figure in the province, where he always appeared with the in- 
signia of a kettle-drum, and a fringed Paleky He therefore 
wrote a severe letter ol repumand to Bishen-sing, his brother 
Zemindar, and sent a threatening message to the refractory 
Radj-p8t , so that both these faithless men, fearing the con- 
sequences that might arise from an obstinacy which produced 
threats from everywhere, surrendered the castle to Naky-aaly- 
qhan , and this affair being brought to a conclusion at last, the 
whole district, in question, submitted with pleasure to order and 
control. 

All this while, I lived with my woithy mother, at Azim-abad, 
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where I enjoyed a gruit share in Ram nardin's estimation and 
where I had for ray companion S^yd aaly-<jhan the joungcst of 
my brothers, and the kindest and most attached to me Some 
little differences only would arise now and then with Naky aaly 
qhan, who on the supposition that the Djag^iir had been released 
on his account, was somewhat assuming But for that flaw m 
his character, he w an amiable man and God be thanked, he is 
now united with us all, In that sincerity which becomes a brother 
Only some parts of his behaviour discover a mind inclined to 
controuling and he seems impressed with some pride but thui 
IS what he cannot help, nor can he correct his overbeanng 
spirit, as such is his natural temper 

Wo have just seen how the Nawab had been extricated by 
his good fortune from a very dangerous conspiracy This success 
augmented both the old mans indolence and his 900 s impe 
riouaness Thu son who was the light and flambeau of his family 
as well as the soul of hu father’s Government no sooner saw 
himself nd of that lU-concerted conspiracy than his pride and 
haughtiness knew no bounds Both the father and the son became 
lusupportable, and seemed to touch the Armament with their 
foreheads The son boiled over and he resolved to make away 
with Mir caxcm-qhan also that officer w'lo "ifter having re 
signed the command of hu corps and the office of Paymaster, 
lived now privately within hu family fbis unfortunate man 
intent on eradicating everything like suspicion from Miren s 
mind used to come often to Court with only a small number of 
menial servants and he seemed to mind nothing but amusement 
although underhand he made interest for being readmitted into 
favour But the mnter brae being now come, Miren used often 
to amuse himself with paper kites and other flying engines In 
which, to lull Mir caiem-qhaa asleep and to put him off hu 
guard he al\vays requested his taking an active part^ln those 
amusements, desiring him to come every evening for the purpose 
of contending with him, or as often as there should be any 
wind atimng The poor man foand himself under the necessity 
of cmploylDg himself in such pastimes and of acquiring id them 
a skill that gradually entangled him m the net of artifice and 
destruction Hu custom ^vas to come in the evening where after 
having paid his respects he used to repair to the strand which 
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spread under Miron's hou'^c, in the bed of tlie Baghratty, and often 
to contend witli Inm On a Saturday, the twenty-first of the 
second Reb}, of the 3'car 1 172, he came as usual, without arms, 
and with nothing but a about his loins, (152) in which 
condition he paid his respects to Mircn. It was in the evening 
Mircn had taken into his pay tuo or three hundred Rohila- 
afghans. u ho might ha\ e been considered as the remains of the 
arm) of Sham, and full as thirst) as they, of the Seyds (153) 
He had lodged them in the out-buildings of his palace, where he 
rcser\ed them for sudden executions Some of these, whom he 
particular!) liusted, he had in the morning called to his closet, 
where he had sccrcth gi\en them orders to put the poor man to 
death Their instructions w ere to let him walk in, as usual, to pay 
his respects in the e\cning , after which, the moment he should 
turn about, in order to repair to the strand, the) were only to let 
him walk a few paces out of the gate, and then to fall upon him 
at once, so as to hack him to pieces At the usual time, Mii- 
carem-qhan came, and Miren spoke much to him about his kites, 
and about bringing them to an engagement There happened to 
be then present, a young man called Mir/a-abdollah, son to Mir/a- 
mehmed, ahn'i Aga-miraa, w'ho had been introductor to Shudjah- 
qhan, once Sovereign of Bengal As he took a mighty delight 
at these paper amusements, and he w^anted then to contend wnth 
Mir-cazem-qhan, he got up to join him But his death was not 
to happen that day, nor had Miren any thought about him at all , 
far from that, he was debating w’ith himself how' he might part 
them, and whither such a precaution would not disclose his secret 
On the other hand, he w'as loath that the man should lose his life 
for no reason at all An incident extricated him from his per- 
plexity Mir-cazem-qhan having advanced three steps out of 
the gate, came back, and said that the agent of the Radja of 

(152) The dopatd, which is, as its very name imports, of two breadths of linen, 
each about seven or eight feet in length, strvos often for a sash or girdle in an 
undress , but a full dress requires a camer-bend, or sash and girdle in form , or else 
it requires a pntca 

- (.153) To understand this passage, it must be remembered, that it is an allusion 
to the army sent from Sham, alias Damascus, by Y^zid, against Hossdin, who is 
the first of S^>ds, and perished with thirst at the battle of Kerbela Now Mir-cazem 
was both a Sdyd and a Shyah , and the Afghans are, to a man, Sunnies, as was 
Ydzid 
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Nedlah would be glad lo pay his respects Let him come in 
said Miren and yon Mirza tthdollah do you go upon the strand 
and raise your kite until your antagonist is at hand to join you 
These few words saved Mirza abdollali, by making him part 
company with the devoted victim they seem to have been 
suggested by Providence Itself Otheruise and but for that cir 
cumstance the poor man \vould have been Involved in the other’s 
massacre Mir cazem qhan Itaving come back to introduce the 
agent, had time to live the few moments more whicli were yet 
of Ins portion and he was returning to his Paleky, when the 
Afghans getting up surroanded him and one of them ran an 
Afghan knife, which is equal to half a sabre through his side 
with so much violence that It came out at the other side At 
this signal, the others fell upon him an 1 with their knives and 
sabres, they hacked him to pieces and sent him to the desert 
of nothingness May God Almighty have joined his soul to the 
assembly of his pioui ancestors I Mirxa abdollah who saw this 
execution was much surprised and confounded but the next 
daj as he came to Coart MIren embraced him tenderl), drew 
him to his bosom congratulated him on his having ome to life 
a second time and seemed mightily pleased to see he had so 
provldenthll) escaped he add d that not one knew anything 
of the secret save bn fool Lahory brg But the fool heanng the 
assertion rejected the compliment and although he might in 
consequence of his master s acknowlcdgraenl assume the honor 
of an inviolable secrecy he thought it more prudent to say that 
Hts Highness indeed was pleased to say so but that in fact 
he himself knew nothing of the matter 

The murdered Sdyd was of the race of Beni moqhtar and 
son to S^yd yssa an Arabian who mamed a daughter of Akydet 
qhan s sister and this last was a nobleman of high rank uho 
was himseif son to the famous Emir qhan Umdet el mulk (154) 
Viceroj of Cabal a man of distinction and of an illustrious 
pedigree even m Iran (155) where he enjoyed a high office in 
that country Mir-caiem s ancestors on their very commg in 
HIndostan had been raised to the higliest dignities and they 

(154) TbcM words wfakh w«re • title beredttaij t that tamllj ■Ifoif/ the 
GreetMt o( the State. 

{iS5) PeciU, 
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had always been, from father to son, in such offices of importance 
as put It in their power to oblige an infinity of persons. He drew 
his origin in a direct line from N.aamet-ollah, the Hass^nite (156) 

Miren having quieted Ins mind by this murder, turned Ins 
Mcw towards the consort of Aaly-verdy-qhan and his two eldest 
daughters, as well as towards that Prince’s daughter-in-law, i 
Lootf-cn-nessa. begum, relict of Seradj-ed-doula, from wdiom she 
had an infant daughter, now four )ears old All those illustrious, Several 
Ihose unfortunate, defenceless women were turned into a loath- fen°cd’ess''uo- 
sonie confinement, although himself, with bis whole family, owed 
ever) thing to that house , although it had indeleble rights over some prison 
his gratitude , although so lately as the time when Seradj-ed- 
doula w'as seeking Mir-djaafcr-qhan's life, Gahasity-bibi, the 
eldest daughter, had assisted him secretly, as w'ell as his ad- 
herents, with every eshrcfy( 157) w'hich she had been able to 
save of the wreck of her fortune j although she had greatly 
advanced thereby the revolution that saved the father’s life, 
and she bad, at last, brought him to the very steps of a 
throne All these illustrious women, after having been kept 
confined in the most indecent manner, were huddled together 
into some bad boats, and sent to Djebanghir-nugur, in the most 
disgraceful and shameless neglect ; for now a black cloud was 
gathering over his head, and he wanted to ease his mind by 
getting nd of every object capable of exciting his suspicions 

Hardly tw'o or three months had elapsed since Mir-cazem- ' , 
qlian’s murder, w'hen a strong report prevailed that the Imperial 
Prince Aaly-goher, son to Alemghir the second, was coming into 
Bengal It is the same Prince whom Mir-sheabeddin, who bore 
the title of Umad-el-mulk (or Prop of the Stale), had brought out 
of confinement, after Ahmed-shah's demise, to seat him on the 
throne The Prince thought proper to invite Mahmed-c8Ii-qhan, > 

Governor or Navvab of Ilah-abad, to accompany him in his expedi- < 
tion against Bengal This Mahmed-c 81 i-qhan, alias Mirza-c8chec, 
was son to Mirza-mohsun, who was himself nephew to Ab 81 -man- 
s8r-qhan, the Vezir. But whilst this approaching war was the 
general topic everywhere, the troops in Bengal, who received 

( 156) That IS, the S6yd descended from the branch of Hassen, elder brother 
to Hoss^ln 

(157) A rupee of gold is vrorth fourteen or fifteen rupee* of silver, 
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nothing of either arreira or actual pay being reduced to doim 
nght beggary, had often come to an open sedition, and besieged 
Mir djonfer qhan in his ver) palace All that did not avail nor did 
the Nav\ab alter his condnet At one time, even Dillr^han and 
Assnict qhan had joined the beafegers, for those brave sons of 
Umcr qhan had been reduced to the same beggary as others, 
although the} had risked their lives and ruined their fortunes, by 
their attachment to Mir djaafer-qhan over whose gratitude they 
hid acquired such incontestable rights, as were Indefeasible 
Even sneh meritorious men became an eye sore to Miren even 
tbdse he wanted to drive from Bengal, unmindful of the many 
obligations which both himself and his father had owed to those 
two heroic brothers and nothing would have prevented the 
scheme from being put in exeention but a well grounded ap 
prehension of the extremities to which resentment might rarr} 
two such Herculean men whenever once their natural prowess 
and known bnver} should have been pushed to despair -Nor 
was Miren a man to desist so easily but for the certain inteihgenfe 
which came at this very time that the Imperial Pnnee had set 
ont from Ilah abad accompanied by Mahmed^eSh^qhap, od_ his 
ws) to Bengal The father and son, on hearing such a piece of 
news, thought it high time to listen to the complaints of the’ 
troops They ga\ e them a small part of their arrears and the 
seditions and clamours of Uiose people subsided for the time, and 
left lum some leisure to think of Axim abad 

Ram nariin, the Governor of that province was known for 
a man timid wavenng and artful Far from being sincere in bis 
profession to the Navvab he hated and despised him but as he 
was likewifte under engagements to the English he did not 
choose to bring himself under the imputation of faithlessness 
and treason to a man with whom they were confederated In 
his heirt he did not like his situation and he waited only for a 
favourable moment to get rid of It nor were the two Zemindar* 
^Sunder sing and Pahluvan sing, better inclined tow'ards the new 
' Naaera or Pnnee Indebted for their greatness to Aaly verdj 
tqhan and impres'^ed with gratitude to that house the) wished 
to promote the ruin of his eneni) and to tear his family by the 
roots And indeed those very persons that had taken a disgust 
at Seradj cd dOulah a person for the ferocity of hi^ manners and 
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V8d and Luenow fhe latter, who wished tliis long icheme pro 
his kiDsnian out of llah-abad, encouraged him In his as soon as 
niised his assistance, and offered to follow his step^ country 
he should have made an Impression on the enemllrja] Prince 
It ^vas therefore resolved between them, that the Impi to the ex 
Valy gober, now styled Shafa-aalem, should contribute and as this 
peditlon by hU name, at least, and bis pedigree power and 
Prince, Intimidated by the Vozir Umad el mulk s joyed but a 
cruelty, was leading the life of a fugitive, and cr dominions 
precarious subsistence with Nildjibwjhan, in whose o the many 
he had taken shelter ho listened with pleasure i at the head 
invitations by which he was requested to put himself jn nothing 
of the undertaking, after which, there would rem^oms (158) 
more, tlian to march down towards those Eastern kingjwo Princes 
VII these matters having been adjusted between those c pnnee to 
Mahmed-c 81 i-qhan repeatedly wrote to the Imperial ^ longvvhile 
request bis presence. The latter, who had been tbi\ch oppor 
putting up his fervent prayers to Heaven for some sut servant* 
tunlty seized it by the hair, and taking with him whillah-abad 
and friends he bad about hb person ho proceeded tola Sunder 
On his march he received respectful letters from Racn he acted 
sing who also addressed my father on the subject as guested bis 
as Prime Minister to that forlorn Prince and he req of receiv 
presence in countries, that waited only for the moraentUred that 
mg him with open ymis And here it must be rememW ddulah s 
the Gentoo Prince, being bent on revenging Scradj-clhed with 
death, had provided a large force which he had furniin for that 


everything necessary and that be panted in bis hcaJ lend his 
happy moment, when some man of consequence mlghtUke a full 
name to the undertaking and put it in his power to hg attach 
revenge from Mlr-djaafer-qhan for he had borne a stroierned in 
ment to Aaly vcrdj'qhan and thought bis honour conj ptu-pose 
revenging the injuries offered to his family For this another 
' he had likewise drawn Pahluvan sing in his viewsiged that 

Zemindar of consequence and It must be acknowled 

^ Benpl, !• 

(158) la HlaiVtttan Uie gto«n] Dame for ASdy ud lUU tnore uj 

Pdr€b whick rifalEct Uut, or SuUre regioti. Nor li the name of Si bcoka, and 
th\ag bot a dtriratioo from tke rford £av the nanw of Bcoifal, U oil 
•lao 10 tbe ImptrUl reglaUra * 
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this Hindoo Prince waii d nidii of great merit, brave and valor- 
ous, greatly esteemed in the province, very intelligent in busi- 
ness, and very grateful in his attachments— in one word, he 
was a man of such uncommon qualities, and of such extraordi- 
nary talents, that it is highly probable, that had fate permitted it, 
he would have brought his enterprise to maturity, by overcoming Rad]? 

« dciT'Sl 

every obstacle , but destiny cut him short in the flower of his of t\ 

age, and on the very eve of unfolding his project. Under pre- 

tence of making a tour throughout his dominions, and of seeing revot 

Icillsd 

Radja Ram-narain, he set out from his fortress of Ticavy, and dgnta 
encamped in the plain, where he assembled his troops silently 
Unfortunately for him, the festival of Besent-panchmi, (159) 
which is held sacred amongst the Gentoos, arrived at that time , » 
and he was celebrating it with the usual rejoicings amongst the 
Commanders of his troops. Amongst these was one Sheh-gho- 
lam-gho8ss, a son of the famous Sheh-hassen-cadyri, the Lucno- 
vidn, who had begotten him upon a Kencheni, or dance-woman, 
or actress. He bore the character of a brave man, had been 
employed in many difficult services by Sunder-sing, and had 
thereby so far endeared himself to that Prince that he often 
obtained whatever he had a mind to ask, the Radja having a 
paternal affection for him. This officer came that day, and with 
very little ceremony, requested the favour of a thousand rupees, 
to make merry with his friends. This request was introducted 
with no preamble at all, as he was accustomed to obtain much 
more important favours. These importunities at last had often 
fatigued the Radja, who on granting one some days ago, had 
chanced to say in company, that Sheh-gholam-ghoSss had indeed 
inherited an heroical bra-very, and many military talents from 
his father , but that as to a tin n of mind for importunity, 

-which rendered him sometimes a disagreeable man, he held it 
unquestionably from Ins mother Such an observation sunk 
deep in the officer’s mind , and setting at nought all the obliga- 
tions he owed to his benefactor, he resolved to sacrifice him to his 
resentment, and like a snake rolled upon itself, he only waited 
for a favourable moment , and to all appearance he had now come 
with such a design in his heart This much is certain that his 


(159) A festival celebrated by Gentoos at the beginning of Spring, Besent itself 
signifying that season 
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importunities to-day exceeded all boands Ghdam ohdSsi said 
the Gentoo Radja JO tmpoitunit\ xs not likely to do \ou 

any good — He had hardly uttered thew: feu uords, when the 
other sweating lie could uotpart witli him unless he obtaincdhis 
request, the Radja got up with IntcDtioD to retire bnt the otlier 
having bid hold of him b> the hem of his coat drew him so low 
as to give him a violent blow witli hxs ponlatd in the breast 
The blow was mortal, and the Radja fell dead On sight of this 
D8ni sing the C’ditree, one of tJie Prince s friends ran upon the 
murderer to seize him but was bid dead with another such 
stroke and the villain having again wounded another man who 
was a rebtiou totlie two dead men fled mstantl) and ran to the 
gate where nieetiug by chance u horse ready saddled he jumped 
upon It and fled toivarda the ItlUe river of PSn pSn w here being 
incessantly pursued b) several men on foot four cosses together 
at the head of whom was SabSn fing a relation of the murdered 
Radja, who lamed his horse and called him a coward, much 
more capable to murder a defenceless man than to flgbt an 
armed one he turned about dismounted and engaged his pur 
suer In the scuSe the officers sabre having broke, he closed 
with his enemy and threw him on the ground where the slrug 
gliDg continued but where be was soon dispatched with sticks 
and stonet> by some peasants, to whom Sabhry sing s reproaches 
bad giveu couiage The man was punished but the murdered 
Prince did not live long enough to carr) that sort of consolation 
to his grave 

This accident proved of considerable detnment to the 
luipenal Prince but did not check the expedition at all He 
had with him several persons of character and distinction all 
altaclied to his fortune but all m as ranch distress as their 
Qiaster The first of these was the poor man s father who went 
by the name and titles of Baeshy cl mulk Nassyr-ed-ddula, Siiyd 
hed4ict-aaly qhan, Bahadyr-asseiLdjung (160) the second was 
Medar eJ* 36 ula, whose other titles I do not recollect at present 
the third was Faxl-ollah qban Mumtaz ed d6ala, (161) grandson 
to Ytlcad-qhan the Cashminan favourite of Ferohsyurs the 
fourth, Nobet qhan the fifth, Muonir ed dfiaU, Reza c8b-qbao 

(160) Tb« PijnixitBC {*ad xbo the noerooi) of the Sute, the Vilofooi Srf jd 
hc(Uiet*ul^lua th«Soccoar«r of the SUlc, urd its Lira la l^Ie. 

(161) The Perfect fit the SUt« 
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Nadyr-djung, (162) the sivth, Balindyr-aaly-qlian, the eunuch 
Let not the reader of these sheets imagine, that it is out of tender- 
ness to m) father, that I have placed him at the head of this 
noble list It ib notorious that, on the Imperial Prince’s coming 
out of Shah-djehan-abad, his circumstances were so distressful, 
and his poverty so complete, that not one man of character would 
think of either assisting him, or following his fortunes Ever}^ 
one was, besides, in dread of the Vizir Umad-el-mulk’s resent- 
ment, nor had the Prince been able to come out at all, had not 
that Minister, who now breathed revenge against Shudja-ed-doula, 
set out on a journey to,, meet Ahmed-qhan-bangash, as u'ell as 
the other Afghan Princes, whom he had brought over to his 
party , all considerable events, of w'hich we shall speak fully in 
this Second Volume, when u'e shall come to recount the history 
of the Emperors, and principal men of Hindostan Then shall 
we relate the events happened at the capital and its environs , 
then shall w'e mention, occasionally, w'hat shall prove remarkable 
in them, ns well as in the more distant provinces of the Empire, 
tow'aids the Decan At present our business is wnth the Prince 
Aaly-goher — Zinet Mahal, (163) his mother, havingobtained leave 
from her husband, the Emperor Alemghir the second, sent for my 
illustrious father at the gate of the sanctuaiy, w’here she put the 
Prince's hand in that nobleman’s hand, tenderly recommended 
him to his care, interchanged wntb him the most solemn and most 
tremendous oaths , and made use of so many entreaties, and so 
many tears, that my forgiven father wms overcome by such an 
unexpected scene , and from that moment resolved firmly to 
support him w'lth all the vigour and fidelity in his power He 
then took the Prince apart, and encouraged him to make some 
efforts in his own cause , as w'e are going soon to mention For 
we intend to recount in this Volume, whatever concerns this 
Prince’s w'ars and journeys, and in particular, his expedition 
into these Eastern countries, and we shall reserve for the 
following sheets, whatever is relative to his taking possession of 
Sliah-djehan-abad, or refers to the countries in the environs of 
that captial 

(162) Reza-c 81 y-qhan (the lord, sfave, or soldier, of St Reza’s) the enlightened 
of the state, and the incomparable m wars 

(163) Zmet-mahal signifies the Ornament of the apartment, that is, of'the 
women’s apartment 
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The Shah zada ha%ing entrusted ray forgiven father \Tlth 
his person and concerns, was seconding as much as he could, 
the cfTorts which that nobleman was making m his behalf he 
looked up to him as zealous fnend and constantly followed bis 
directions It Is true, that he was not a man of great qualifies 
tions, or great know ledge but he compensated that dcfimoncy by 
shewing himself filndioufl to give that illustrious nobleman every 
mark of deference and honour tn his power both in Ins absence 
and in his pres ence Nor did he relax m the sequel but continu 
ed to oblige the brothers, relations and friends of a man who was 
no more , and he did it to the utmost of bis power and their own 
merits and his gratitude carried such an air of smeenty, that 
even now it is probable be would, to all appearance, do some 
thing bandsome for that noblemau s descendants, were he so 
much as to hear of them Munnir>ed dOulah who had been 
before In the service of fntysani-ed*d6ulah son to the VIrier 
Cammer^eddin-qban as Sapennteodentof bis war equipage, was 
introduced by my forgiven father to the Pnnee, and soon became 
hts favourite and Minister But it would be unjust to conceal, 
that even after his elevation be conserved the most grateful re 
raembrance of the services rendered him by that worthy noble 
man, my father never speaking to bim but with the utmost 
respect, and m the humblest posture and even after his demise, 
he never missed an opportunity of obliging his children and 
family and of shewing me the poor man m particular so much 
deference and such marks of respect, as greatly exceeded my 
merits as well as ray station in the world, and even my age in 
life He was a valuable min unquestionably May God hive 
received him in hia roanilon of mercy 1 

As for the Shah xada, os soon as he had received the tetters 
of invitation from Mabmed cSlbqhan be made haste to assemble 
a large number of men especially from amongst the distressed 
S^yds of the ruined town of Barr and with these he set out for 
Illah-abad, leaving my father and Munnir ed-dflulah in those 
ports as they had undertaken to prepare for him a field equipage, 
with some other necessaries and to bring into his service, on 
the fame of this expedition and on the hopes of bettenng their 
fortnnes as many disbanded soldiers as they could persuade 
after which they wore to march down to Ilah-abad The 
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Shah-zada having quitted Miran-p8r, the place of his residence, 
arrived on the frontiers of Shudja-ed-doula’s dominions, where 
that Prince marched out of his capital to meet him , and after 
ha\ing made him such a present, in money and effects, as he 
thought proper, he gave him much encouragement, informing him 
of his agreement with Mahmed-c81>-qhan, and of his intention 
to march to Ins assistance , intention which, in fact, had never 
existed The Shah-zada, having taken leave, proceeded to Ilah- 
abad, where on his arrival in the outskirts of that city, Mahmed- 
cSli-qhan went out to receive him, and after having had the 
honour to kiss the columns that supported the Imperial throne, 
he made him aligiit at a lodging that had been provided for the 
purpose , and there he imparted to him the particulars of his 
scheme , so that tor some days, frequent councils were held on 
that subject The hungry Grandees of the Prince’s famished 
Court w'ere soon gained over by Mahmed-c81y-qhan, and soon 
were of his opinion , especially Medar-ed-doula, who was a com- 
plete master of the art of becoming any one’s friend, no matter 
whether good or bad, for his money , for he knew how to accom- 
modate himself to all tempers, soon took the lead of all the Shah- 
zada’s friends in this affair, and soon became theichannel of the 
intelligence, and all consultation between the Prince and Mah- 
med-c81y-qhan Whilst they were holding councils, Shudja-ed- 
doula, who never had any other view but that of deceivnng his 
kinsman, and who only w'aited for a good opportunity, took a 
journey to Ilah-abad, where he made him understand that he was 
ready to follow him as soon as the Prince should have made an im- 
pression on the enemy’s country “ But then,” 'said he, ‘‘I cannot 
“ think of quitting my own ground to invade anyone’s dominions, 
“ and especially the Eastern ones, unless I have some place of 
” safety where I may leave my consort and family , and you know' 
“ that I cannot leave them in an open country, every moment 
“exposed to the invasions of Umad-el-mulk, of Ahmed-qhan- 
“ bangash, and of the other Afghan Princes Now I see no other 
“ such place of safety, but your Fortress of Chennar , and although 
“ it has no accommodations for Princesses and ladies of rank, and 
* “ its climate and air are sultry and unwholesome, on account of 
“ the proximity of the hills that come clos e upon it, yet we shall 
“ put up with such an inconvenience Let me have then such an 
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“ order under ^our own hand and seal, to Miria iiedjef>^han the 
Go>ernor of the fortrest., as I may In an eroergenoy av’ail my 
" self of, to lodge my family and consort In that castle, together 
'^ith jour o'vn for after all, our families and interests, you 
' know^ are one and the same Once my mind easy on that 
subject I will goon follow jou with such a force as, joined to 
yours, may insure success* Believe me, what I say Is advan 
' tageous to both sides Mahmed>c811-qhaD, who was a plain 
unsuspecting man, incapable of deceit and who was besides, 
actually Impelled bj the decrees of fate gave the order such as 
it was requested together with another to the ofheers of the 
garrison and he even repeated his order to Mlrza^nedjef^qhan, 
then present In these very term* You know that there is no 
difference at all between the Lord Nawab and me wc are 
german brothers to each other, and sons of two bictheis 
Whether I be present or absent he Is ray representative. Take 
care to do as he shall command you- Such were the expres- 
sions he made use of for that senseless man conceived that in 
the present circumstances such expressions such a confidence 
and such a ma n&gement were so many strokes of policy and 
would infallibly promote hU expedition by engaging Sbudja-ed 
ddula to join heartily in it and In that notion of bis, he gave 
the order couched In such terms as the other dictated Shudja 
ed dCuU, furnished with such a piece retnmed to his capital 
and Mahmed-cSU qhan prepared to set out with what troops and 
artillery he vvas master of adding only to bis train two large 
pieces of brass cannon which be brought down from one of the 
towers of the Fortress of llab-abad and which be mounted upon 
field-carriages After all these preparative* he made choice of 
a favourable moment and quitting bis palace in the fortress, he 
encamped in the suburb# of the town It ^vas in the jear 1173 
of the Hejira Two days after he set out on his expedition 
taking the Shah aada and his whole retinae with him 

So mighty a scheme and such raoveraenU could not long 
remain a secret far as well as near and Ram nariln who had 
at all tirocsTCgular Intelligence was soon Informed of the In 
tended expedition He gave notice of It to Mr Amlalt, the 
chief of the English factory and forwarded It at the same time 
to his two masters in Bengal But neither the c4d Nawab, nor 
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hib son were men to march against such an enem}, without the 
assistance of the English They appliud, Lhercfuie, to Colonel 
Clive, and proposed that he should accompany them in this ex- 
pedition , but although the English are such cautious people, as 
to have always their artillery and other necessaries ready, with- 
out being obliged to make them anew upon an emergency, as is 
the case with our Hindostany armies and artilleries, which re- 
quire to be fitted up anew upon every occasion , nevertheless 
they were not prepared for such a long journey, and could not 
set out on so short a warning. On the other hand, their con- 
federates, that IS, the Navvab and his son, were so ill prepared, 
that but for the Colonel, they would have been incapable to move 
at all , It being impossible for them either to evade, or to satisf) 
the demands of such multitudes of old troops and new' levies 
At last, after a deal of time spent in wavering, they found means 
ta move just as Mahmed-c 81 i-qhan, with the Shah-zada, was 
arrived on the Keremnassa, which is a little river, that serves as 
a boundary to the province of Azim-abad. 

As soon as it became knowm at Azim-abad, that the Shah- 
zada had moved from Banares, Ram-nariin w'as struck with a 
panic, especially as neither the English made any motion from 
Calcutta, nor his two masters from M8rsh8d-abad , and mean- 
while the enemies' forces, of whose prowess he had heard 
wonders, as being part of the famous army of Ab8l-mans8r- 
qhan’s, were coming down upon him like a storm , and with all 
the terrors that always precede the Imperial name, were going 
to pour upon his country like a torrent sw^elled by heavy rains, 
or like a calamity that would overwhelm everything However, 
although overcome inwardly by his apprehensions, he thought it 
incumbent upon him to appoint an hour for putting himself at the 
head of his army , and he atually came out, and encamped at 
the garden of Faieh-bagh, close to Variss-qhan 's Reservoir {164) 
The intent of this ambiguous position w'as, to turn the motions 

{164) This rtservoir is neither at the eastern part of the city, where the Bengal 
army might be expected, nor at the western, to which the Prince was coming , but 
only mid-way, betvuxt the two And here it is to be noted, that those reservoirs so 
common m India, but especially in Bengal, and all over the coast of Coromandel, 
are large pieces of water, sometimes of five hundr d yards the side, or of about a 
mile in circumference, upon a^pth of five or six Uet in tha driest weather, and 
of twice or Ibnce ai much in the rains. 
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of the Bcn^a! forces to hw advantage, should they in dee their 
appearance first in whicii case he would ascribe this manoeuvre 
to his zeal and to his readiness m serving Ills masters, and to 
cloJe with the Shah lada should the Navvab abstain from oppos 
mg the enemy, and should hw Cnghsh confederates do the same, 
on observing the backwardness of tlieir ally, in which last case, 
such a manoeuvre of hts would be naturally interpreted as a 
design of joining the Prince He therefore remained some days 
on that spot eager for intelligence, and anxious to sec which of 
hm two wives would first be brought to bed (165) In a few days 
it became ascertained that neither the Navvab, nor the English 
had yet moved from Bengal and on the other hand It became 
notonous that the Shah zada had forded the Keremnassa, and 
was marching to Azlm abad This last intelligence turned the 
scales Ram nariin thought it prudent to close with the latter 
but first of all lie went to consult Mr Amiatt, the English chief 
dt Azira abad and he told Iiiin that to this moment, no one 
had thought of Ram nariin In Bengal and none had moved to 
hia assistance nor was it prudent m him to go to war alone 
with the Shah zada and Mabmed cSll qban He requested 
therefore Mr Amiatt's opinion about what might be proper to 
be done by a man in bis distressed circumstances and what 
party he thought convenient for him to take.’ Mr Amiatt 
answered in these words IVtih respiet to ours 4 lves tf our 
army comes we shall remain whare we are else we shall oA 
vance a few days journey towards Bengal and there will stay 
until we receive orders from the council and until the times 
shall point out what is proper to he done As for yourself it 
IS convenient that you should manage with some art and seem 
to humour the enemy If meanwhile you receive assistance it 
IS very well else if you do net take your own party 

Ram nariin having received precisely aach an answer as he 
wished undertook tomanageboth partiea To Mlren, and to the 
Colonel, he wrote That he bad Come out in military array and 
wanted no better than to fight but that be had not the means 
in his power and he added that If the English should amvc 
ID time, he would not fail to efaew bis real and attachment 
On the other hand not thinking it proper to write Icllerj, to the 
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Wcbtern army, he, by the means of convenient persons, assured 
the Shah- 2 ada and his General, of his good will and attachment 
Whilst all this double management was going on, I lived 
retired in A^im-abad with my mother and all my brothers, being 
suspicious of the times, and fearful of involving myself in diffi- 
culties But Naky-aaly-qhan, my second brother, who lived upon 
our estate, made cheap of these apprehensions , although I had 
every reason in the world to fear lest Miren, informed of the 
great figure which our father actually cut in the enemy's camp, 
should so far listen to ihe dictates of that generosity innate in 
his character, as to w’rite to his Deputy, Ram-nardin, to effect 
our total rum In fact, he wrote him w'ord that the exciter of 
all this storm wms no other than S6yd-hcdaiet-aaly.qhan, the 
Shah-zada's great adviser, whose sons, who lived in Azim-abad, 
had doubtless put that espcdition into their father’s hr ad, and 
were therefore to be careful!) watched Such was the purport* 
of Miren’s letter Now, I protest, that I was wholly ignorant 
of the Prince’s, as well as Mahmed-c81i-qhan's, intentions, and 
that years had elapsed since I had not WTote to my father , for 
the old nobleman, trusting altogether to his connections and 
affinity with Aaly-ver dy-qhan, whose grand-mother, was sister 
to my glorious mother, had married a second time in Shah- 
djehan-abad, with all the pomp of a mighty nobleman , after 
w'hich he spent his time in taking hne women into service, pur- 
chasing pretty girls, to serve as saplings to his seraglio, and 
giving large salaries to singers and dancers, and especially to 
those that came from the school of the famous Lal-mia, the 
Cashmirian , and all this without having ever minded his family, 
or thought of us in any shape. So that in sixteen years’ time, in 
which he had been commanding armies, and spending monthly 
several lacb for his own household, and making the fortunes of 
an infinity of persons, he had never so much as thought of send- 
ing a single piece of gold to either my glorious mother or to any 
of his children. Meanwhile it had pleased the Almighty one, 
that feeds the whole creation, to make us find, with everyone of 
Aaly-verdy-qhan's nephews, a subsistence so honourable and 
plentiful, as put it in our power to live independently, without 
having been at any time under a necessity of applying to our 
father, or even of expecting that forgiven nobleman’s attentiop. 
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Wo lived OQ both sides >riib ease ajid dignity in so much that 
months and )ears would elapse before an opportunity could 
olTcr to exchange a message or a letter Will it not be surprise 
ing after this preamble, if Ram nariln, on receiving the above 
letter from bis two masters should desire my attendance, and 
read it to me aloud? On hearing the contents, I answered '^Tbat 
M took God to witness, that f had not the least connections 
' with tbu aJTair nor indeed any good will for It That it was 
* not probable that a fallen nobleman, like my father, should 

• have conceived such mighty thoughts bat much Ukeher that 
“the whole expedition originated with Mafamed>cSIy-qban who 

* bad a whole province at bis disposal with a full treasury, and 
" an army trained by Abdl mansSr^qban and who besides, was 
' nearly related to Sbudja>ed ddula himself a powerful Prince 

' and the Vesir of the Empire That Independently of those con 
i* sideratroas, it was known to aii the world that our family 
settled at Azim abad these many years had ceased to entertain 
any connections ivuh our father, or even to keep up a corres- 
pondence of letters with that nobleman , article on which we 
' felt our consaeoce tboroogbly clear But nevertheless, that 
'• if his mastea found their advantage in injunng raining and 
'demolishing an innocent family , and be thought it prudent in 
'himself to comply mth such orders we are read), and at bis 
"cojpmand , nor could we entertain the most distant thought of 
" resistance, nor are we willing added I, to bring any blame 
' apOD you. Please then to execute your orders*" Ram nardin 
on bearing these few words cast a glance at AlSrly-dnr the head 
spy, who was one of the pnncipal men of Axim-abad and had 
Raip oariin s ear entirely at command , and both joined in desir 
mg me to be easy and to give my mind no anxiety at all on that 
ttor, subject. I thanked them, bat rejoined, are leased to say 
so at this vutrUMt but should Aftrencoau and order you to 
make away with ns shall you put yourselves to the trouble of 
savingus then or of protecting our persons ^ ‘Please, sir, to 
" be easy on that head," answered calmly Ram nardln “ We 
' can protect yon we will protect you , and if we should not he 
" able to shelter you, we shall convey you safe out of the pro 
‘yince, andrecommendyoutoyoarown fate," On hearing these 
declarations, 1 returned them my humble anknowledgments 
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. remembrance , and I was yet 


Md (Prince came that the Shah-.ada, 
•nftlHjirefJ Ytymad-ed-doula,(i66) was 
I, OOWirod at Banares by S6yd-hediiet- 
albr Wiviag be«B jotoel of a body of troops and a train 
, iitf fUbBTi at the beadam had obtained a full inform- 
Aa fooo aa ftam*iiaif it to Mr Amiatt, who did not 
al^ iMt event, he inpart«iore were no news of any one’s 
•tiii il je ei a d by it; but yet, at tl uef thought proper to embark 



bl Beagal, tbit Cows and other boats which he 
OB beard of » aember of badjaiver for twenty or thirty cosses 
f, and to deacend the rjsr of English gentlemen, which 

I, in eoatfMuSy with a oum 
bebadwkb hUt. He left in 


factory a number of trusty 
d Talingas\ and he recom- 


le ea g e rte t ri , of Iboae since cal&ouse, to Ram-narAm’s care. 
need e d tbea^ together with the h’s retreat, thought proper to 
The falter seeing the En^isbinaflwith the Shah-zada, and with 


trary to the opinion of Radja 
rate man, was a very extra- 


foob oat fd^ an aocoaraiodatioa 
Us General. However, this was 

who, altbough an Uli^i^n incomparable for taking 
ot«*lnaiy BracboMin indeed, and a fliers. This man, who could 
htt parl^, or for pointing ilioo lt^te aicomplant, and under- 
nckhrr read nor write, was a comj ‘ve to revenue or to Gover,^ 
stood thorough))’ every matter relatialificalions by an insatiable 
meht; hot he spoiled ail those q®aveall the world dependent 
aisbitiun, which made lum wish to letous besides, that he end- 
on Us pleasure; and he was so covand hoarding up immense 
Ittsly busied Umself in amassing This man objected to any 
quantkiea of money and wealth.^ and to any submission to 


heir troops, and was firmly 
Ind before the Bengal army, 


d gs ^ ment with Mabmed>c81i-q)ian, 
dbe ^hnlMMula. He made cheap of 
U i|lfllnn Ciwt they would never sta^e English , and the event 
if .Ihw hum came supported by thd that this man, who could 
pSO^rfbU be bad gueMod right; ai^v to read in futurity 
not ttk^aeaboei^ knew very well be the very name of an Em- 
d#>t^^JbM»-nariin, overawed bjof his Mogul troops, he 
perfl^4n4 MaddaM by the ^ fame" 
iiaiebdidikteoonciade,)^ 


with the Shah-zada , and 
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'without InfonniDg himself of the wretched condition of those 
troops, or of the characters of their Commanders, he went to see 
the Pnnce, but it was to repent himself immediately, as we shall 
soon see hereafter This resolation having taken possossion of 
Ills mind he sent for me and going into a private closet be 
desired me to repair to the VVostern army, and to endeavour bv 
the mediation of my father, to gam the mind of the Prince and 
to open a door for some terms of agreement, (and doubtless he 
had already sent another person to Mahmed>€81i*qban on a 
similar errand, of which, however, I knew nothing bnt by con 
jecture) He recommended to me not to disclose this desire of 
bis to Rad]a M8r]y-dur or to any oilier person whatsoever and 
he added to the injunction a ver> respectful message to my father 
where putting me in mmd at the same time, how he had re 
newed bis acquaintance with his family b) the late services be 
had rendered me he supplicated my father’s favourable In 
terference m the consecation of his wish ' He was yet speaJc 
log when MusCepba cSIt qban brother to Mirza iredj qhan 
father m law to Seradj^ed dflulab, suddenly made bis appearance 
As he had bad heretofore full ltbert> to enter without being cither 
stopped or introduced and people even after that Prince's 
death did not choose to make any alteration in their behaviour 
him he was not stopped by any mace bearers bnt went on 
through all the apartments, until he found ibo Radja and me m 
a close conversation by ourselves- He at once guessed what 
might be the subject of it and the Radja unwilliog to disoblige 
him and tbereb> to expose bis secret took at once the part) 
of disclosing the whole matter and of associating him to me 
m the negotiation Turning therefore towards me Sir said 
be, you shall expUm all those matters to tJie Lord qhan but 
take care to keep dear of the encampment of Radja MSrly 
“ dnr which is the foremost of ail on yoar way Take to the 
road of Baky p8r Mostepha-cSli-qban after receiving this 
commission, came out with me to my tent spoke much of his 
skill in politics and talked strongly of the improbability of 
any army being likely to come from Bengal as well as of the 
concourse of people that flocked from all parts to the Shah xada s 
quarters. He said all that, in hopes of my reporting his opinion 
to the Pnnce ; and he even made it a request A little after 
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there arrived a small sum from Ram-nardin, for the charges of 
my journey It was brought by a trusty man of his. 

My voyage being jiow determined, I wrote a nqte to my 
two younger brothers, and sent notice of it, to my piqther Both 
my brothers availed themselves of that opportunity to iktsSjtheir 
father’s feet , and came to me*, (h'siring to be of the voyage I 
consented , we took, at first, to the road of Baky-p8r , ,but struck, 
afterwards, into that which led to the Prince’s camp In the 
way, we met numbers of harcarahs and messengers, that carried 
to town hourly intelligence of the Shah-^ada’s motions Being 
arrived about Arvel, I descried a man on an elephant, with a Thi 
retinue of an hundred horses, it was Medar-ed-doula, w'ho w'as 
going from the Shah-^ada on an embassy to Ram-narain 1 could zad 
not help being amazed to see that, w'lth ',uch a man in camp as ^ 
my father, who was w'ell known in the province, and uaiversallv 
respected, they sliould pitch upon a stranger for such a message 
One of the troopers having asked of my ppople who I \\as, and 
whither 1 was going . these answered by ’’mentioning the poor 
man’s nann*, ns well as lliat of my brother's, to w’hich they added 
that of mv father’s A moment after, a messenger came up 
from Medar-ed-chnila, with his compliments, and some enquiries 
about my w'elfare and liealth , to w’hich civilitv I made a suitable 
return , and then we advanced to Shimshir-nagai There I w'as 
-nrprised to lienr^ that Nakv-aaiy-qlian, my other brother, had 
gone to meet my glorious father, upon t,hat noblemnn’i request , 
and I t ouid not help lamenting, that 'he jhadj made himself 
obnoxious to the Navvab of Bengal, by such a hasty step About 
tw'O hours before sunset, we descried from afar the Shah zada's| 
army, w'hich covereil a ^’plain that extended eastward of Da8d- 
nagar , but it w.is two hours after sunset, before w'e had the 
honour of kissing the paternal threshold 

A number of questioiii, were exchanged between us, and 
this took up a deal of time It soon appeared that His Highness, 
our father, a nobleman naturally haughty, and accus,tomqd to 
command, had already declined behaving to Mahmed-c^li-qhajD 
with that deference and that obsequiousness to whioh JVIedar-ed- 
dbula and Munnir-ed-doula had soon submitted , and he had 
therefore become a stranger to all transactions 4nd, indeed, 
how could it be otherwise, whilst that General was the soul of the 
S M, VOL II — 38 
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array, ami governed abi>oIuteI> the Pnneo and his rthole Court? 
MaJiracd^8Ii qhan had been the contnrer of all this expedition 
— be was the soul of it , and Ihc Pnnee as well as everyone of 
his people, were depending upon him for their very daily food, 
as well as for their hopes of victory and conquest Surprised 
at such a state of things, and at a conduct so distant from the 
rules of prudence I took the liberty to observe to Hu Highness 
ro^ father ‘That if such was the state of things he had come 
so far only to see a verj unpleasant reserve in the leading 
' persons of the Court ind a senes of events, that might end 
' in undoing our welfare and in prodneing the confiscation 0 / 
our landed escaie, which last we had not been able to obtain 
without much trouble and much good luck I asked What 
‘ could be Uien the advantage of such a long joamc} after such 
a length of time? And since His Highness had retired from 
the helm and affairs had fallen into the hands of people 
without brains and without expenence It was to be feared 
lest the expedition should not end so well as might be wished 
1 hese indirect stnclurea did not please Hu Highness and hr 
onsvrered in a manner whuh ducovered hu secret dupteasure 
at what I had taken the libert) to bint nevertheless it appear 
ed that be was convinced of the truth of m) observation as 
well as nfferted h\ hu own Ituation but that now that he 
had emliarked in the undertaking it was loo late to recede 
nor could that be done at all without a proper opportunit) 
nor could it be expected that Mahmed-c8)i qhan w^ould choose 
to submit to hu directions and advice Such was the purport 
of his answer but what looks very cunoos is, that as the Pnnee 
was exceedingly hghl headed and often guilty of unaccountable 
proceedings, every proceeding of bis that did not please Mabmed 
c81i qhan, never failed to be charged to m) illustrious falhePs 
account, and to that of those that were of hu part} In a conple 
of days after thu Interview in) forgiven father took me in hu 
company and went with Munnir ed ddula to see Mahmed<c3b 
qhan and as thu General chanced to glance at some matters 
of discontent that affected hi* mind he was answered in so 
proper a manner, and with such suitable excuses that he seemed 
satished on that snbject but however he did not seem to rehsh 
my entering into a negotiation with him, as it would lure been 
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highly improper to exclude at that particular juncture the persons 
which had hitherto been employed in negotiating with Ram- 
nariin , and still more so, to change them for others, especially 
at a time when Mir^ca-issac, the Cashimrian, (styled i\Iir-c81i- 
qhan) by whose means the negotiation had been carried on, had 
much power o\er tlie General's mind, who trusted altogether to 
his own abilities and penetration How'ever, the negotiation 
did not end well , and whether bv the negotiator’s supineness, 
or by his master’s reposing, through ignorance and inexperience, 
an implicit confidence in his agent, Mahmed-eSh-qhan came at 
last to lose his pains, his dominions .ind his lile 

"He that sits ) our i Ibou , ought to be even better than } ourielf , 

" He ought to be sucl) as may contribute to the improvement of both your 
intellects and morals " 

The reader, probably, will not hnd fault with our giving 
him some detail on that subject Radja Ram-narain having, as 
w'e ha\e said, taken fright at the \er) name of Emperor, and at 
the fame of his troops, quitted the garden where he had encamp- 
ed in the middle of his wm) , and retired within the city walls , 
w’herc he applied himself to every measure that could strengthen 
the towers, and repair the whole extent of their circuit , appoint- 
ing those Commanders, w'hich he chiefly trusted, to the guard of 
the most exposed parts , and he was hardly seated, when hear- 
ing that Medar-ed-doula and Mirza-issac were approaching, as 
deputies from Mahmed c8li-qhan, he sent to desire them to alight 
at a lodging w'hich had been prepared for Iheir reception , it was 
without the gates of the city, and at a distance from even the 
suburbs From thence they received leave to come to see him , 
and the} w'ere admitted within the gates, with a small number 
of menial servants, and three or four of their friends on horse- 
back The Embassadors, after passing many encomiums upon 
him, opened the subject of their commissions, and held out the 
advantages that would accrue to him by attaching himself to the 
Shah-zada and to his General, to w'hom both they proposed his 
paying a visit This overture could not fail to have its effect , 
and as Ram-narain, already overcome by his fears, had resolved 
to come to some terms, it was soon agreed, that he would waft 
upon them, and submit to their dominion, under condition that 
his life, fortune and Government would be held sacred and 
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inviolable- But before ho should perform his part of the agree 
ment he requested a paper ntlttcn and sealetf by Mahnied'CSli 
qhan, as well as signed by the principal oOicers of his army, as 
guarantees to the treat) The Embassadors upon this, returned 
to camp ahd brought back the papers under Mahmed^H qhan s 
hand and seal and under the guarantee of his principal Com 
manders Ram%narAJn being now made eas^ and no inleillgence 
coming yet of any troops being on their march from Bengal 
lie resolved to make a Walt to Mabmcd-cSIi-qhan as a prepara 
tory step, to his Jdssing the footstool of the Imperial throna 
In an hour which his astrologers pronounted to be favourable 
he set out for the camp In company with the Embassadors and 
the persons sent b) Mahmed-cSIl qhan to meet him and he 
landed In that General s tent pitched on the plain of PSlvary 
The Sliah lada hearing of his coming prepared by Mahmed 
c8U qhan s advice a tent of as much magnificence as his cir 
cumstances could adord and he placed a throne at the upper 
end of it where he took up his seat ha\ mg on both sides of 
him two rows of his Generals and Grandees standing, and all 
nchly apparelled It may be worthwhile to observe that the day 
before Ram nariio s arrival f happened to be ivith mv father 
and to sa) that the Radja was extremely shi^ewd and cunnings 
and, that as he had submitted to come ao far merel) on the 
report of the Imperial power and on the fame of Ab8! mansSr 
qhan s troops it was probable that after hanng got'a view of 
the weakness and misery under which the) laboured in camp 
he might repent of his submission so far as to never return to 
camp should he once get within the cit^^ again' That therefore 
as he was forthcoming and such a step of his onght to be 
deemed a most lucky event he ought to be prevented frorq 
getting out of their power This speech of mine had^ a vciy 
bad effect The old nobleman who had no influebce'hlniself 
seemed displeased with this advice and he answered t/iaf tc 
M/j t/ay the house of Ttmur had never bted faithlesi to any 
one I replied that I proposed no treason, neither but 
only thought it incumbent upon him to stand to the terms of 
the treaty concluded and therefore very proper to keep the 
Radja in camp until the General should enter iAto the city in 
his compan) a step which might inform the^worltftbat he bad 
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“ really submitted and joined you, and which would likewise 
“ render the Bengal army more cautious of advancing to the 
assistance of a man that had already surrendered ” To all 
this he answered, that Mahvted-cSli-qhan was the master On 
this answer, I proposed that he should impart the advice to 
that General ” He replied, that as the General never asked 
any advice of him, so he had not the least inclination to obtrude 
any upon him At these words I lost my temper, and could 
not help saying, that, ■' if such was the case, then honour and 
“ character would suffer, and be gone, nor would they leave" 
“ behind in their stead, anything but repentance Since your 
“ Highness," added I, “ W'ould not choose to be hearty in this 
"affair, )ou ought to have taken no share in it at all ’’ To all 
this he answered by some angry w'ords, and I remained silent 
The next morning being the day appointed for Ram-nardin’s 
rendering his homage to the Prince, 1 went in my father’s com- 
pany to the hall of Imperial audience, and had a full view of 
the whole ceremony At last new's came that the Radja was 
arrived, and in a private conference wuth Mahmed-cSli-qh'an , 
at the conclusion of which, he w'ould be conducted to the'pre- 
sence by that General himself This intelligence put me upon 
proposing my advice to Munnir-ed-doula, and to sorhe others 
But evervone excused himself upon his want of influence 
Whilst I was speaking, Mahmed-cSH-qhan himself was descried, 
walking slowdy with the Radja at his side He left him at the 
outer door, and having advanced forwards, and made a profound, 
bow, he took his post as Vezir, at the Prince’s left hand , (167) 
after him stood Byram-qhan, Medaf-ed-doulah, and Yahia-qhan, 
with a'feAv other noblemen that had come with the Vezir My 
father in his right of Paymaster-General, stood at the Prince’s 
right hand, and' immediately after' him stood^Munnir-ed-doula, 
then myself , next to me a number of noblemen and 'Generals 
of the Prince’s Court The General on'’get^ing in his' plaice, com- 
menced mentioning Radja' Ram-narain, and makin’g his eiilbgium^ 

" He is’’ said he, " a Gentoo' very intelligent,' and of ^a ‘conciliating 
" mind' He speaks Persian grammatically, and, thefe^appears^so 
"much sense and wisdom in everything he” says,' thaPI have" 

(167) The^ left hand 'all over Asia, and from Turkey to India, being^that of^ 
the iword’And po“niard,‘is'the'mo 3 t honourable' 
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made lUm my Divan and in) Depot) at Ilah-abad ’ The Prince 
diether from having heard of my proposal or from his o\vo 
ood sense, answered in these \ery words As you have been so 
ery little time together hota does it happen that he ts become 
our trusty man at onceT Un this Mcdar-ed dflula answered 
ly passing a general encoramm upon the Radjasfidehty and 
ipon lus attachment and zeal to the Imperial service. At these 
vords Alina Issac intent on catting some figure at anv rate, 
{roke forth and enumerated anew all Ids good qualities and he 
vent so far as to pledge himself for his fidelity and hissubmi'^sion 
.0 the Imperial pleasure. These noble persons gained b) two 
>r three thousand rupees spread amongst them with some other 
arcsents had lent a irilllng ear to the Radja s ambiguous pro- 
■ulses and to hU general professions and of course, were now 
xnanlmous and profuse in his encomiunis- This was very natural 
jut what could be the reason why neither the Prince, nor the 
jcjieral nor an) one well wisher to their cause, had ever thought 
jf putting this plain question to tbe Cashnirian? Suppose that 
\he Radja after returning into his fortress should refuse to 
come cut again (asm fact be did) you that pledge yourself for 
the man s fidelity and submission how shall }0u make him per 
porn Jus promise orbring hsm out again? This nan has been 
faithless to hss master and you a Cashrmnan pretend to 
pledge yourself for his seal and attachment ' 

Wbtr* tb« asgU tc loilag lt^ 

** CM be expected fnMa Hj eUrrlof voe ^ 

Whilst the en>o)s were passing encomiums on Ram nardin 
he was already come into the presence where having been made 
to bow In a manner which he had never seen m his life he 
advanced with limbs trembling and lips dried up by fear near 
to the throne where Medar-ed-dflulah laying hold of his han d 
which was full of Eshruffies made the Shah zada accept his 
noxer and his homage. Immediately after the General men 
tinned tbe Radja s zeal and submission and supplicated that a 
qhylaat might be put upon him The Prince complied with the 
request and the Veiir having carried Ram narlin into an ad 
jolnmg tent put the dress of honour upon him and adorned his 
head with a circlet and an aigrett remarkable by Phcenlx s 
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feathers ;( 168) such as is worn by the Imperial Princes Radja 
M8rly-diir having refused to be of the party, only two persons . 
more received a qhylaat , and it was Ahnied-qhan-cordishy, and 
Mustepha-c8ly-qhan, who were both with the Radja, and had 
bowed to the Prince Being all dressed in that manner, they all 
returned to the presence , but the Radja, who had always acted 
as a master, and who had never been subject to any constraint, 
was confounded at the respectful posture he was obliged to take, 
and at the repeated bows hf^ was directed to make, at every word 
spoke to him — he was overcome with heat and fatigue, and quite 
astonished at what he beheld However, as soon as he had re- 
turned to himself, and found time to breathe freely, and to re- 
cover from his fatigue and surprise, he doubtless reflected in his 
mind, on that air of wretchedness and misery that pierced through 
all the flimsy gaudiness which was intended to disguise the 
Prince’s condition, and that of his famished courtiers The 
misery of what was styled the Imperial army, struck his senses 
forcibly , and he repented heartily of his coming It is true, he 
did not utter a word of all that , but I comprehended very well 
his sense of it, from his humbled looks, the colour of his com- 
plexion, and from the whole cast of his features , he wished him- 
self gone, an<l out of the clutches of (hose famished vultures A 
moment after, the Gener.il took his lea\e, and carried the Radja 
to the heafl-quarters, from whence, he had the folly to let such a 
game escape out of his paws, and to dismiss the man with all the 
' ease imaginable He had been lodged in a tent apart, but 
close to that of Mahmed-c 81 y-qhan’s ; and he had hardly com- 
menced to breathe freely, when Mirza-mSsuvi, one of those who 
had been dispatched in company with Medar-ed-doulah, to bring 
him from the city, was sent to him with a message in these 
words — 'I he Govei iiment of Azim abad has been bestowed on the 
man you know, (meaning Mirza-hassen, younger brother to Mah- 
med-c 81 y-qhan), and you have been yout self appointed Dtvan to 
both the Governments of Azim-abad and Jlah-abad , for which 
I wish you joy This particular has been affirmed by persons of 
great credit , who add, that Mirza-issac, who happened to come 
in at that particular moment, and to be j*^oined to Mirza-mSsuvi 

(168) This H the name given m Hindiu to the birds of Paradise, which the 
Dutch import from the Moluccas, with feathers and all 
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in the same commission could not bdp expressing bis surprise 
at the numerous improprietiea of the message Both the envoys 
excused themselvu, and respectfully represepted, ‘ that such a 
message ^vas not yet of season , and that they ^\ere certain it 
< would never produce any good at all ' But these objections 
having answered no other purpose than that of putting the 
General m a passion, he sent one of his guards to bnng the Radja 
and on his coming In he informed him of the dispositions that 
had been made Tlie man very wisely luclmed his bead m token 
of consent congratulated the new Governor on Ms promotion 
asked his protection and then took his leave and went to bis 
tcnL In the evening he sent a trusty man (it was Mabmed-afac 
the cutwal of Aum-abad) to Inform the General, h$ was going to 
town to rtf resh himself The General answered \ouniay 
I wish you a good journey ' At these words some persona 
present repeated to him the advice 1 had given but he heard it 
with detestation, and said, that // was downright treason nor 
was an/ sueh matttr stipulated in the treaty They answered 
that they proposed no harm at oil but that it u^as not sapuhted 
neither that he should return to his castle At three words 
the General s indignation rose to a height he refused to listen 
to anything more on that subject and added this remark Let 
him return to his castle as much as he pleases Inhere is the 
man danng enough to stand the brunt of my unsheathed sabre f 

** K blisd (nu turlag bj ck*nc* atamUed oo an oppcctoaily — 

"* MkU QOthit^ of t Uouclf TUX wcmld let olhn> pot U to »oido profit 

On the Radjas coming out of the tent a person upon an 
elephant, received him into the chair by the General s directions 
ind he offered to carry him to the city The Radja consented 
but after hating gone a few hundred paces with him be excused 
himself on his being, os a Gentoo forbidden drinking water in 
the same place with a Mussolman , and calling for another ele 
pbant of Ms own, he got on his back, and drank water , and then 
pushed forwards with all the speed which fear and anxiety could 
give Mm 

** Did joa aot ny that k« iroiild fly otU of Joy F 

"HfBtw indeed, iwt U waf Uk« • peacock tt« biu rid of iu rope 

r The first words he uttered, on coming within the aty was 
I an order to the garrison to stand to their arras and to man the 
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ramparts, the towers and the gates ; and it was in this manner 
that an affair concluded for Mahmed-cSli-qhan, and that lay at 
his feet, was suffered to escape out of Ins hands That General, 
proud of his prowess, and full of his owm mmd, passed his days, 
as well as nights, m amusing himself with the performances of a 
number of dance-women, with whom he was plunging headlong 
in all kinds of pleasures, fully persuaded all this while, that the 
Radja was his servant, and\ would never prove refractory Im- 
pressed with this notion, he w'as every day sending some new' 
order to his new' subject, w'lth which the other complied in some 
;.hape or other — 'fhese w’ords were always carried by either Mirza- 
issac, or b) mace-bearers, w ho talked high, but w'ho were suffer- 
ed to talk, the Governor being anxious only to hear of the Bengal 
arm) , and matters remained on that footing, until the sun, get- 
ting in the sign of Aries, (169) the new year’s day drew near, 
and people, anxious to put their predictions to the test, were 
waiting to see whether Ram-narain would come out or not, to 
present the nuzurs and offerings customary on that day If he 
should come, then fortune had been more favourable to Mahmed- 
c81i-qhan than he had deserved , if he should not, then all that 
had been fancied and schemed by that General, w'as nothing but 
whim and dream Vt last the new' year’s day came, and then 
Ram-narain sent to both the Prince and General the number of 
eshrufiies usual on that da>, together w'lth avast quantity of eggs, 
plain, red and painted , as well as a number of trays full of several 
kinds of sweetmeats and confectionery, made lozenge ways, and 
covered with eold and silver leaf, but he did not move from his 
lodgings He excused himself at the same time on his being 
entirely taken up with executing the orders sent him , and he 
likewise wrote letters of excuse to the principal Grandees , so 
that it became ascertained now', that he w'ould come no more 
This W'as the general opinion, excepted, however, that of the 
senseless Mahmed-c81i-qhan, w'ho, trusting to his own idea of the 
matter, continued to believe him as much his servant as ever 
The Prince and his Vezir having spent much time in cele- 
brating the new year’s day, and in enjoying to satiety every 
kind of pleasure, which fine women could afford by their voices 

(169) The new year’s day falls, for the Indians, on the 2ist or 23nd of March, 
]ust at the vernal equinox 
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and dances, they came at hut to remember of poltucs and it 
was resolved that the army should move from that spot, and 
encamp on the other side of the aty, m that part vvbidi looks 
eastwards to Bengal But as the highroad goes through the 
main street, and through several markets of It, Ram nariin sent 
word to camp, ‘ that the Imperial army, consutmg mostly of 
“ Moguls, a sort of people from which the inhabitants were par 
" ticularly afraid it was apprehended that if they came to pass 
through the city with tho^e swarms of plunderers that always 
' followed armies many disorders and violences might take 
'place which might induce the gentlemen of the city to take 
"arms ID their own defence and would give occasion to much 
quarrelling and much bloodshed m the very heart of Azim 
abad that he hoped, therefore, it would be found convenient 
and proper to send the pioneers of the army to make a road 
southward of the city, on the skirts of a lake now dried up 
“along which the artillery and carnages of the arm) would roll 
' with more faallty as the) would be assisted by the cjt) 
pioneers which were no Ic^ his servants, than those of the 
arm) ind that once the road made he conceived that the 
General himself would hnd U more commodious for going to 
encamp at Djaafer>qhao s ^eat, which was eastward of the 
city An expedient so artfull) proposed could not fall of 
being adopted by Mahmed>c8li qhan who ordered the army to 
march that wray Ermly persuaded still that Ram uar&ln was his 
servant, and a man incapable of eotertammg thoughts of resist 
ance or independence. Some days were spent in the eDcarap> 
meat and every day used to produce message* with new orders 
about sending the piapers relative to the income and expenditure 
of the province and every day the measeugers and mace bear 
era assumed a higher tone of voice and exercised authority 
wherever they wenL All that was borne with calm and patience 
by the Radja, who submitted to everything and endeavoured 
b) every means m his power to keep the General m good humour 
At last news came to the Radja, that Mlren eldest son, as well 
as deputy of Mir djaafer-qban had set oat of MSrshSd-abad 
with tlip tn battle (>70) and his English. This chanced to 

TUs wu th« asme Colooel Cnva vut in tboM Hr*** 
ud ercr after erca when he cacu b*rh nnder the ajune 6L Lord Clir*. 
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be at the very time Mahmecl-c8h-qhan’s niaee-bearers and 

mc^sengerb, presumii^go” ^heir master’s power, had exceeded all 
bounds in their threat^ violences, insomuch, that both M8rly- 
dur and Ram-narain h^d all patience The latter still intend- 
ed to go on with ^ bubmissive behaviour, 

until Miren and the should be near enough to administer 

corporal chastisement senseless General, as well as to his 

insolent troops withd^t l»is being at any trouble for it himself 
But such was the outrageous behaviour of the 

mace-bearers, that they disturbed this arrangement MSrly-dur 
himself had lost all pat^^^^*^^ » he was anxious to re-establish 
his character, by throA‘ng away the mask at once, and fighting 
the enemy for a few d.ay^J Radja prevailed upon him to 

keep his temper, and td wait a few days more, after having waited 
so long and he added' ^lat as soon as the English should make 
their appearance, it wd^^d be then time to cudgel these insolent 
mace-bearerh into bett^^*^ manners, and to drive them totally 
away It it a common ‘'^dage, that many a fool will sometimes 
act hke a wiseman , bd^ Mahmed-cBli-qhan was none of those 
His conduct was a continual scene of ignorance and folly , nor 
was it but after an deal of misery and trouble, that he 

found out his having be^n mistaken Prepetually despising any 
opinion, not his own, rendered useless, and of no avail, that 
very small stock of wis'dom that might be in his camp , and he 
went bluntly on with trusting none but his own insufficient 
genius Matters came to such a pass at last, that nothing re-i 
mained to him, but to ^^te his own hands out of despair , and 

this IS what we shall exP^^*^ briefly 

Radja Ram-nardid having kept the mask on, and put up 
with the insolencies anc! extortions of the mace-bearers, until his 
time was arrived, at last drove away those men, and made use 
of their ministry to ask ; Mahmed-c8h-qhan, “ What he meant by 
"endlessly sending his disorderly servants with haughty messages, 
" about the accounts Azim-abad, and the expenditure of the 
"public money?" i Qwed you, added he, to my superior, 
a visit and a present, ceremony I have gone through 

But that IS all , for I acknowledge no master, but the NUzem of 
Bengal, and if you message, take your 

party by all means Tlij^ message awakened Mahmed-c 81 i-qhan 
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from hii letharg) Hl fell luto a passion exhaled hi anger 
alternately in a abusive language] and in high flown threats and 
at lait be lu ore that to morrow he u'ould unkennel from hut liole, 
that man who was so dating as to talk with a tone of Indepcn 
dence with him At the same time he sent word to the Prince, 
that U>morrow he would make an attack upon the place request 
ing that the troops of His Majesty might assist m paoishing that 
deceitful faithless man Accordingly the Prince sent for my 
father, and directed him to be ready at day break wiUi all the 
troops and Commanders In his ^rvlce, in order to attend Malimed 
cBlMjhan whom be was to obey in nbatever he should com 
mand. On hearing this order Yabya qban who was cousin-r 
german as well as son in law to the Veiir Camer-eddin-qhan 
got up directly and with a view to shew his bravery and leaJ, as 
be thought but, m fact, only bis ignorance and impudence be 
mounted his home, and bavingassembled his people, he advanced 
with them close to Haider nevaz qban s seat where my father 
ivas encamped There he kept his people coder arms the whole 
night, and threw up what he tboaght an lotrencbmeot, for bis pro 
tectioQ without It once comuig into bis bead that seeb a work 
m the middle of an encampment, aud at such a distance from 
the walls would answer no other purpose than that of tinng his 
people, spending his money uselessly and betraying Ills igno- 
rance At day break ray father at the head of the Generals and 
Grandees of the Prince s Court mounted and all, with their 
soldiers, ranged themselves before tbcir Lord’s tent as did 
Mahmcd-cSIl-qban s Commanders and men before that General s 
quarters and I the poor man was in my fathePs company 
They all received orders to prepare for an attack and were 
dismissed accordingly Amongst the Commanders of Mahmed 
c81i qbao s troops was one Mir bossBin qban a mao who had 
so good an opinion of himself as to think he vras the prinupal 
Commander and also the bravest soldier in the army This man 
set out with his own men and took post at Ram nareim s scat, 
over against tlie little gate or wicket of the aty Everyone in the 
same manner sought out some spot which he thought w'onld answer 
bis purpose My father with both his old soldiers and hia new 
levies took post in the plain over against the hon>c market and 
the tower opposite to it and as most of the Pnnee s Commanders 
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had been formerly in my father’s bcrvice, or were otherwise 
attached to him, they strove to be m his company, and wished to 
distinguish themselves under his eyes 

\t this verv moment, and whilst my father was advancing 
to the attack, his younger brother, Abdol-vehhab-qhan, who was 
of the same age and temper of mind with me, the poor man, 
and who had for me, his nephew^ the utmost kindness, made 
at once his appearance This nobleman, after having kissed 
his elder brother s stirrup, said that he had brought his family 
with him, and landed them at the garden or seat of Lon-golah, 
close to the mausoleum of their forgiven father, were he want- 
ed to plant a standard, uhich he requested from my father, as a 
safeguard for his famil) and baggage As it appeared that 
there would be an attack, and he was apprehensive lest his 
tamily should suffer by the garrison’s making a sally, the stan- 
dard was granted , but as I had by no means any confidence in 
it, I requested that his family should be brought directly to the 
place where we were, as being more to be depended upon, than 
any standard whatever My advice was not attended to He 
took the standard-bearer wuth him, placed him at the door of 
the garden, took leave of his family, and came baC'<. to the field 
of battle, being unwilling, said he, to part company with his 
good brother and good nephew’ in a day of battle That noble- 
man had come from Bagal-p8r, notwithstanding all the representa- 
tions of Alla-c8li-qhan’s sons, with whom he lived, and who 
objected, but in v’ain, to the journey he intended These re- ^ 
presentations did not affect him , for so soon as he came to hear 
that his elder brother cut such a conspicuous figure in the Prince's 
arm)-, and Court, he quitted his place of residence, and setting 
out with his consort, family, children, and dependants, and with 
whatever savings he had been able to set by these many years, 
he came to render his brother a visit A moment after, a ball of 
cannon came* amongst us from the city walls, and, as if this had 
been only a signal, the cannon commenced firing everywhere 
against those parts where they could descry bodies of our troops 
So that balls in plenty went over our heads, and spread in Ram- 
naram’s seat, which was near the city- walls, and over against the 
small gate called the Ranny’s wicket, where Mir-huss6in-qhan 
had taken his station, in expectation of an assault By this 



312 


THE S^I/R 


these words, the General beckoned to^ man on horseback, and 
on his coming near, he said * This gentleman u an acquaint 
'*ance of mine and belongs to the corps of Sheb hamid eddin 
‘a Commander of Rara nardin s ho wtis yesterday cntertTined 
“\vitlua the walls in that ComroandeHs house, and be is non 
coming out of thence It appears by his report, that Ram 
'nordin said to the above Commander, that be (Ram nardtn) 
' had made a visit to me, had sobmitted to my will, and there 
“by mcorred the resentment of the Viceroy of Bengal for ever 
* and that nevertheless I had attacked him and sought his de 
‘structioD at the very time he thought that all was adjusted and 
settled On these overtures added the General Hamid 
' cddin has thought proper to send with this gentleman a mes 
‘sage to me to give me notice that if I could resolve on forgiv 
ing Ram naraiQ*s behanonr be would undertake to bring him 
to me agaiu Now I desire )Ou to go to Ram nariin, nnd to 
tell him for me that if be chooses to shew himself at the 
' gate of subrauumn and love, we also shall forget what is past 
'and remain firm in our promises and agreement as we bear 
him DO ill will at ail, and on tbe contrary we arc desirous to 
see him obedient and faithful To this I answered that if 
ill that had an) foundation how came it that Ram nardtn had 
not vnt out a man of hia own with a message? On this objer 
tlon the man on hor^back answered that the message he had 
brought w’as from him and m consequence of his order to Sbeh 
hamid>eddin On bearing wbicb words tbe General added 
No matter Where is the mcoovenieDce m our sendinga mes 
sage to the Radja ? So soon as you ehali be returned from tbe 
aty, we shall know better what we are to think of tbe truth or 
falsehood of this piece of news. These words imposed me 
sileoce and boding that ^he was mcapable of distinguishing 
the probable from the improbable 1 sard that I had no objection, 
and tliat if such was his pleasure I would go , but that I thought 
the Lord Nawab ought in tbe meanwhile to retire to some place 
and to recall hu people this bemg the shortest method for 
silencing their fire, and for rendering the w’ay to and from the 
dty as free as before indeed, the only one that could pot it ip 
my power to find access to the Radja I added that on my 
coming back 1 would give an aamant of what I had seen and 
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heard The General replied, that unless the Radja ceased firing 
on his own side, his people could not slacken their fire To this 
I nnswered, “ That the Radja was necessitated to do as he did, 
“as the enemies were marching up to an assault, and he had 
“only put himself upon his defence , that should he cease firing, 

“ the besiegers w'ould in a moment get over the u’alls, and master 
“ the city. How then could he cease firing? And unless firing 
“ should cease, how' could I make my way good into the (ity? 

“ Musquet-balls and cannon-balls do not make any distinction 
“ between an enemy and an embassador “ The man on hoise- 
back, on hearing these w'ords, said “ Let him come with me, 
“and I w’ill carry him thithei in all safety ’’ With all my heart, 
answered I, I uni I go wherever he will go himself , and so saj. 
ing, I took my leave We w'ent together for some wdiile, when 
Abdol-vehhab-qhan, my uncle, out of tenderness for me, joined 
us by the way, and said that he would never suffer his good 
nephew to go alone. The man on horseback availing himself 
of every cover to shelter himself from the balls that flew about, 
went on until w'e arrived at Ram-nariin's seat, which was the 
post which Mir-huss^in-qhan, with some thousand musqueteers, 
had chosen for his station , and as the balls flew about like a 
storm of hail, it became utterl}’ impossible to get out of the 
garden, or even to shew one's head without the enclosure of it, 
as It w'as close to a tower, and there was no such thing as a 
shelter or a cover in the interval There I took some repose, 
and getting up again, I bid the man proceed, and that I would 
follow The man, astonished at the danger, excused himself, 
and said that we must first of all look out for our way, and then 
set out with it , but the balls rained in such quantities, that there 
was no venturing out at all The man nonplussed, wrote a note 
to Hamid-eddin, and prevailed upon his servant to carry it The 
servant came back in a little time, and said there was no pas- 
sing forwards The man, instead of being quiet, commenced urg- 
ing his servant, and at last he offered him five rupees to carry 
the note— The servant, impatiented, asked, “Whether he 
“thought money more precious than life ? And since you," said , 
he, “ that are my master, dare not venture out, how' can I, who 
“am but a servant," venture upon such an attempt? I am a man 
“ myself, and have about me some of that very flesh and that 
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‘ very blood, which my belters are so careful of Poor men are 
just such men as the rich ooes " This dialogue diverted maa 
little, 1 was inclined to listen, but the man nonplussed sai^, 
that we bad better go back I answered, as I bad bitbero done, 
thnt he was my guide and that I would follow bun The man, 
ashamed of himself, returned , and on our being arrived dose to 
Mahraed*c8Ii*<]han that General asked ns, " What neivs?" I 
answered, ’ Please to ask my guide.’* The General soon fonnd 
out what was the matter and the man confounded, hung hu 
bead, said not a ^vord, and shrunk away 

As to myself, I remained on the spot, looking at what these 
senseless Generals, and officers were doing In the evening I 
returned borne and In an hour’s time, was followed by my 
father Most of the Commanders likewise returned to their 
quarters but the troops remained where they were to guard 
their posts, and tfacir artillery At night, the plunderers of both 
sides, availbg themselves of the seennty b which the inhabitants 
of the out houses of the city were sleeping (and these trusted 
eDtJrel> to the safeguard of the Prince’s presence, who, in fact, 
was encamped amongst them) plundered those poor people set 
their houses on fire, and deprived them of their iiUJe all In the 
confusion, the family and baggage of Vebbab-aaly-qhan under 
went the same fate and Ins lady and chiidreo found themselves 
in the morning without a single (artfaiog or a yard of cloth or 
opparel Luckily for them that some generous officer passing by 
at the very nick of time Interposed timely enough to save the 
honour of that forlorn family which but for bu interference, 
was gobg to be wrecked He brought those hopeless women 
to camp, and having lodged them there, under some trees, be 
went away All tbu time the unfortunate owner was searcbiog 
for them throughout the whole plain and throoghont the whole 
camp be spent the night in ruotung about and about the dawn 
of day, he was returning In despair to my father’s quarters, 
when be unexpectedly found them under the trees that were 
behind his encampment The unfortunate nobleman without 
minding their being almost naked, returned thanks to God, for 
their having escaped with their honour He then remembered 
the advice I had given bm but remembered it when it was too 
late 
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Matters being as we have been observing, there is no wonder 
in my resolving to quit this camp, although indeed, on my very 
first casting my eyes upon these blundering Generals, and sense- 
less politicians, I had long ago despaired of their ever being able 
to do anything. At last I took my final resolution, being anxious 
about my own family which I had left in the city But it chanced 
that my illustrious mother, with all our families, was already in 
camp. On the evening of the day w'hich preceded the attack on 
the city walls, Her Highness, my mother, (whose shadow may long 
remain stretched over me ' ) hearing that her husband, my father, 
was in Mahmed-c8Ii-qhan's army, had set out, with a number of 
ladies, our relations, each of them in a covered chair, and each 
with a female servant, a few clothes, and some bedding- apparel , 
her intention being, to pay her respects to her husband. With 
that view, she advanced towards the western gate, where the 
guards opposed her passing further , but notice of this being sent 
to Ram-nardin, he ordered that no one should presume to molest 
her, or her retinue , and this was an important service which he 
rendered our family , for had Miren, on his arrival at Azim-abad, 
found them within the city, God knows what merciless usage he 
would have offered them. God Almighty be thanked for this 
signal proof of his providence 

Sometime after, Mahmed-c81i-qhan having found his present 
encampment incommodious, quitted Djaafer-qhan's garden, and 
went to encamp southward of the city, in a part which the lake 
had left dry, and which was out of the reach of the enemy's fire 
As for me, having tarried two or thiee days more in camp to 
examine a little more into the perverse intentions, and the blunder- 
ing schemes of those ignorant Generals and famished Grandees, 
with which it swarmed, I became tired of my situation , and could 
not help expressing my uneasiness to my forgiven father “ I 
” observed, that the number of unfortunate objects that were now 
“ present with him, were not capable of following on foot , that 
“ such a city was not likely to be taken, by such an army, m many 
“ months to come , that meanwhile the army from Bengal, with 
“ the English at their head, would soon arrive ; and that Mah- 
“ med-c8li-qhan would in tune be tired, and in time return to his 
“ own country So that if His Highness chose now to do some- 
“ thing for those unfortunate objects, and to. provide a retreat for 
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' them, it would be very \vell' else, tbe matter would become 
‘ impossible m a few days ” At these words he assumed a 
peemh countenance, and be answered that as to himself be 
could do nothing, and that they had better do as to them might 
seem best On receiving this answer, 1 provided some covered 
coaches and carnages for them, and their little baggage, and I 
procured a further supply from the head cartman of Alem gundj 
one of the suburbs of the oty, who was my acquaintance With 
these, and a supply of chairmen, I contnved to obtam an escort 
from the Zemindar Pahtuvan sing with which I set out with my 
mother, my consort, and my family, together with the families 
of Mebdy nessar^qban of Abdol vebhab*qban, and of my Wo 
brothers. We passed the Sohon about ColSr and we arrived safe 
in that 2^miodar'a country where I took my abode for some days 
atSabarserain, in the habitation of Shah kyam-cddin, grandson of 
Sbah-calilen who was sUlI living and I was waiting the events 
which time might bnng forth when one day the Sbab-zada and 
Mabaied>cSIi«qhan led by their ill fortune made suddenly their 
appearance at Saharseram, and afforded me again the opportunity 
of iuasiog the dost of the paternal feeU This strange event was 
brought about m the following manner 

After my departure from the army, Mabmed<81i-qban with 
the Shah xada’a Generals made many efforts to take the aty 
He advanced his trenches very near the foot of the ^valI, and lost 
a great number oi men in killed and wounded but as all these 
pains and all this trouble were taken with no knowledge, and no 
intelligence at all they produced no advantage and they onl> 
served to betray much ignorance and incapaaty Mahmed>c8H 
qban, who had directed his efforts against the tower of Mehdy 
gundj ordered his pioneers to sap the bottom of the wall It 
_waaonthfi ninth, day of the siege, and five men ventured to 
execute his orders. But the wall from above, having given way 
smothered three or four of them and the 6fth only escaped 
The assault was given immediately The besieged, without bemg 
dismayed, were throwing on the assaulters such quantities of 
powder bags and otlier fires, and the neighbouring tower sent 
such a shower of bullets amongst them, that numbers that had 
got on the third part of the height of the breach as well as some 
that had been higher were scorched by the powder on fire, or 
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wounded by the bullets, and they rolled down in heaps Great 
numbers besides, were slam or wounded at the foot of the breach 
They say that about two hundred men, or more, lost their lives 
in that manner , nor could the breach be got over. At night the 
troops retired within their trenches , but in the morning, in 
consequence of some messages that passed between the Shah- 
zada, and Mahmed-eSli-qhan, the latter took offence , and having 
ordered his troops to withdraw from the foot of the wall, he 
talked of returning to his country The Prince, informed that he 
had already sent away part of his baggage .and tents, though it 
expedient to pay him a visit where he made some concessions, and 
where he engaged him to send a contra-order to his baggage, and 
to attack the wall anew. But much time having been already 
spent in messages, before the troops could return to their posts, 
it became too late to recommence an attack the next morning. 
Therefore another assault was given, and this was supported with 
so much vigour, that Ram-nariiin and his people, intimidated by 
such a perseverance, were on the point of abandoning the walls, 
and of flying by the opposite gate , and this was the state of 
things, when in the afternoon it appeared that tlie besiegers were 
retiring of their own accord 

This singular retreat was owing to two important pieces of 
intelligence, which Mahmqd-c81i-qhan received at the' same 
time The first was, that the Bengal army, with the English at 
their elbows, was at hand The second, that the fortress of 
Ilah-abad was lost for him , Shuja-ed-doula having artificiously 
availed himself of Mahmed-c81i-qhan’s absence, to deceive the 
Governor, and to take possession of that fortress The General 
astonished and confounded at two such pieces of news, thought 
it better for him to abandon the siege, and to turn himself towards 
Shuja-ed-doula, in hopes of being able to impress him with some 
regard for those rights of consanguinity, which subsisted between 
them The event proved, that he presumed too much upon such 
ties , and as fortune had now turned her back upon him, and 
the day of his death was drawing near, he did precisely what he 
ought never to have done. 'Having once resolved to return, he 
neglected the attack , and on the evening of that same day, he 
appointed the next morning, for his march , He ,then retired 1 to 
his quarters, and gave the Shah-zada notice of his intention, and 
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'of the arnvai of the Bengal array with its English The Shah 
zada advised him to shew more firmness and he repeated two 
or three times his entreaties and messages thereon , but with so 
little effecti that finding the General inflexible, he determined to 
'retire likewise, and to seek out some as>Ium soroei>here lathe 
morning everyone found out by the total change m the dls- 
t position of the army, tiiat they were going to decamp In vain 
did Pahluvan sing the Zemindar, and some others attached to 
Mahmcd-cSli^han strongly reflect on the impropriety of expect 
Ing to pacify Shuja ed-dflula and on the necessity of tarrying 
some da^s more as whatever remained for him to do, was to 
be done at those foot of the walls, until some other party might 
betaken These remonstrances availed nothing, and in the 
morning he beat the General and prepared to return to hii oivn 
country It was at this very moment that the Fransis MSshtr 
Lass (171) arrived in camp This foreigner entreated him to 
stay a couple of da>s more to sec how he would manage with 
the ivalls Ho observed that this was the purpose for which 
' he had come running and out of breath from Chitor p8r ^ and 
' he ofifered to let him do as he should think proper, as soon as 
that short delay should be over * But Mab[ue(i>c3Ii qhan 
would hear noUung so that MSsher Lass amazed at this sudden 
disposition of Providence resolved to return likewise but 
thought It incumbent upon him to pay first a visit to the Shah 
zada The Shah zada listened to the message and deferred his 
departure accordingly until the troops that followed MSsher 
Lass should come up As soon ms they amved, MSsber Lass 
paid his respects to the Prince, and asked what part be Intended 
to take ? The Pnuce frankly acknowledged, ' That hitherto he 
had joined Mahmed-cSIi^qbaa's cause, on the hopes of finding 
^vith him resources to support bis troops and his dignity but 
‘ now that the GeneraJ was bent on returning to his own country 
* be (the Pnnee) did not find In bunseJf either those treasures, 

‘ or those necessanes requisite for fighting the Bengal army , 

‘ and that his circumstances being such, ho was forced to retire 
‘ towards Chitur p8r in order to wait what should happen next" 

(171) Tbt Fnnchmia. HU* U 9 tb<r Lan Is lii« >Jniii whom tbe Freacii 
ulkd Moodcar Lma, t 5<m to Um fuioQi Scotefamu, Jobs Law Comptrollar oi 
tb«F 3 »aoc*>,U 17^0, a Ptiiu 
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Ab MSsher Lass himsell was settled ni that country, he approved 
his resolution of retiring thither , but he always made it a point 
to precede him by some cosses On his passing at Saharseram, 
I went to see that foreigner , he much complained of the 
Grandees of Hindostan, who by their misintelligences seemed to 
mind nothing but themsehes. to the ruin of all the world besides ; 
and he severely reflected on Mahmed-cSli-qhan’s precipitation, 
which he ascribed wholly to his ignorance and incapacity “ I 
“have seen,’’ added he, “ all the country from Bengal to Shah- 
“ djehan-abad, and have been able to observe nothing but the 
“ ruin of the poor, and the oppression of the lesser ones, by 
" their rulers and superiors And although I have proposed to 
“ some of those ignorant inconsiderate Princes, namely, to the 
“ Vezir Umad-el-niulc, and to Shuja^ed-doiila, to endeavour to 
“bring order, tranquillity and union in the empire, after which, 
“ Bengal might be easily reco\ered from the English, I have 
“found attention nowLere, and nowhere did anyone pay any 
“regard to my representations, nor did anyone so much as 
“ once examine the good and bad side of my proposed 
“ expediton “ 

This stranger, after some conversation on the same subject, 
proceeded on his journey, and Mahmed-cSli-qhan, with the 
Shah-zada, arrived some hours after M) tather was w'lth him , 
but I could easily observe a great change in him He took up 
his abode in the same house wuth me , bitterly complained of 
the Ignorance and supineness of these two men, professed 
himself sick of following them , and asked me wLat I thought 
was to be done? 1 answered, “ That it would be improper m 
“ him to return to Shah-djehan-abad, where he had everything 
“to fear from Umad-el-mulc’s resentment, nor was it probable, 
“ that the Shah-zada’s friendship and powder w’ould answer any 
“ purpose in protecting and bringing away his family, now for- 
“ saken m that capital That on one hand, there was no similarity 
“sufficient between His Highnes’s character, and that of Shuja- 
“ ed-doula’s, to countenance such a step, as that of his going to 
“take service with that Prince, and on the other, an end had 
“been put to the connections of our families with the people of 
“Bengal, by our having followed our father’s fortunes, and 
“ attached ourselves to the Shah-zada, So that I saw but one 
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part) left, which might possibly give umbrage to His Highness 
" hot which required our acquiescence , and this was to attach 
‘ oUi selves to PabJuvan sing, a powerful Zemindar of this conotry, 
‘ who was in high repute in the provuce, in great credit with 
both M8rl) dur and Ram nariln and who, besides a good 
body of troops, was roaster of more treasures than would be 
imagined TTat to alt appearance he would find means to 
make an ngrccment with Government but that I thought like 
'wise that oat of a point of honour he would so far compre 
‘ hcnd him in the treaty as to do nothing for himself, nnlci^s he 
had done something handsome for his guest That by <uch a 
‘management there was a possibilit) of our family^s recovering 
our landed estate again upon the product of which His High 
ness might pass bis days in peace and plenty My illustrious 
father heard attentively but remained silent awhile and he 
then said That he would not be much pleased, Indeed with 
the expedient I had proposed but that nevertheless we ought 
to take It up as we bad no other at our disposal ” Upon this 
resolution His Highness decamped from Saharseram and went 
to pitch hu tents close to those of Pahluvan<«lDg's, upon the little 
river of Durgaoly The Radja no sooner heard who he was, 
than he made him a visit m which he behaved in the most res- 
pectful and most obliging manner thinking it a happiness as he 
expressed it to travel in his company He also imparted to HU 
Highness his owm scheme which was first ‘ to prevail upon the 
Shah xada to return towards the east for the purpose of fight 
" ing Miren and hu English secondly to lake MSsher Lass in 
hiB own pay in which case he wonld furnish all the money 
ncccstary for assembling a powerful army and would find 
means to afford to the expenses of the expedition bis sole 
aim bemg to acquire a name that might reach the latest pos- 
terity ' He added, that be was bent on this design had 
taken his chance , bad submiUed beforehand to his destiny , 
‘and would ‘•ncounter whatever might happen provided he 
‘could avenge his master's death ' The E^d)a sent me several 
times with messages to the above purport both to the Pnnee and 


to MSsher Lass hot as be was a Zemmdax by trade neither the 
Shah zada, nor MSsher Lass would repose any confidence on bis 


promises. 


The Shah xada at last took the party of writin g to. 
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Colonel] Clive This letter was intended to give a fair colouring 
to his retreat, to lessen the levity and disgrace of all that under- 
taking, and to impress that General with some concern for the 
Prince's forlorn situation With that view he sent his Secretaries 
and seal to my father, with a request to draw up a minute of the 
intended letter But the several minutes brought in, not proving 
consonant to his mind, he bid me write what I thought proper on 
the subject, upon which order, I took pen and wrote down what 
occurred to my mind The minute having been everywhere 
approved, the MSnshies or Secretaries leceived orders to write it 
fair , after which my father presented it to the Prince, sealed 
it in his presence, and sent it to the Colonel. But as ue have 
interrupted our histor} by these particulais, it is proper to put 
an end to the readers' surprise and anxiety, by resuming our 
narrative of the consequences of iMahmed-c 81 i-qhan’s retreat, as 
well as of what relates to MSsher Lass, and to the Shah-2ada’s 
history, we shall add. likewise, a few words about the good luck 
with which I saved my consort and family, from that scene of 
confusion and danger, and then we shall revert to the history 
of Bengal, and shall speak at length of Miren’s arrival with his 
English, and of their march towards Saharseram , our account 
shall be closed by saying a few words about what was the result 
of the friendship that had lately taken place between my father 
and Pahluvan-sing. 

As soon as Shuja-ed-doula heard that Mahmed-c 81 i-qhan was 
returning from his infructuous expedition, he forgot at once all 
those ties of blood, friendship, and consanguinity, which subsisted 
between them , and giving way to his inhumanity, and to all the 
faithlessness of an unfeeling temper, he ordered his Deputy, 
Radja Beni-bahadyr, (172) to join Radja Belvent, Zemindar of 
Banares, and to oppose that unfortunate man’s return The two 
Radjas having joined their forces, posted themselves about two 

(172) This Deputy’s sudden nse is no less extraordinary than his sudden dis- 
grace He was presenting some papers for signature to that Prince, who was then 
m the deliaous retreat of a qhass-qhana, (a word which has been explained) when 
the latter chanced to say these words Nothing is wanting now but a Gentoo virgin 
of fourteen Ready, answered the man , and straight he sent for his sister, which was 
a beauty , and the beauty carried the brother to the office of Prime Minister Several 
years after the peace of Ilah*abad, he had his eyes plucked out, for malversation, it 
was said, but in reality, because he had too many connections with the English, 

S. M VOL. II. — 41 
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coascfl below Kara nugur, a town built by Bclvent slog, over 
against Banarea, and where he had Iiis palace , and after having 
placed their cannon and troops in such a manner, as to intercept 
the passage entirely, they sent a message to the Shah xada and 
to MSaber Las-* to inform them that, as they had no business at 
all with them, they were at liberty to go withersoever they might 
think proper but that they would oppose Mahmed-c81i qlian’s 
moving from bis place. The Shah lada thinking himself happy 
to escape unhurt from such a scene of confusion and perfidy 
took MSsher Lass In his pay, and struck into the road of little 
Mirza-pSr his intention being to repair to Chitur pSr, m the 
Bondul^and, where he intended to take up bis residence 
Mahroed-c8U>qhan remained encamped at the Ultle town o! S6yd 
rad]a, but was so narrowly watched, that if anyone from his 
camp presumed to part with the mam for ever so little a distance 
he \\aa presentl) plundered b) the Zemindars of Belvent sings 
country ■** However Yahu qhan one of his Commanders, having 
obtained the Shah xad*i s leave went out nnd encamped at Mirxa 
p8r with an intention to repair to Shah djebao'abad whilst 
Mahmed c81i>qhaa with an army entangled in the net of a reverse 
of fortune was losing bis time and character m messages and 
negotiations Most of his Commanders who were men of valour 
advised him to fight his way through the troops of the two 
Radjaa, as the best party he could take and indeed it was the 
only one advisable the only one at least, that would have 
saved his honour and rescued his character from reproach, even 
on the supposition that he would have mlscamcd m the attempt. 
But the unfortunate man was confounded and like one bewilder 
ed and he had lost his presence of mind totally As to myself, 
alter havmg seen my father's junction effected with Pahluvan sing, 
and made my mind easy on that bead, 1 took my consort and 
family with my brother b^yd aaly qhan and lodged m the 
caravansera of Keremnassa with an intention to repair to 
Banares , and It is at that spot that I beard that my other brother 
Gbalilvaaly-qhan was safely arrived in that dty with bis consort 
his mother in law, and bis whole family 1 wubed to join him 
but there was no crowing the Ganga, the Radja Bclvent having 
seued, and confined under bis fort at Ram nagur all the boats 
in the nver whilst his people meanw hiJe, were plundering and 
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stripping, indiscriminately, everyone that came from Mahmed- 
c81i-qhan’b army. Fain I was to return back, and to apply to 
Radja PahluVan-sing for his recommendation to Radja Belvent , 
and this he did with the best grace in the world, requesting his 
friend to send an escort for my safety, to furnish me with boats, 
and to lodge me decently at Banares My father was pleased to. 
write on his side a letter to Belvent-sing, of the same purport , 
Having dispatched the two letters, I took some soldiers of Pahlu- ' 
van-sing’s with me, and set out with my family and with Sdyd- 
aaly-qhan, by the road of CheinpSr, which road goes along the 
skirts of the mountains Naky-aaly-qhan remained with my 
father In the middle of my march, two servants of Radja 
Belvent’s came to me, with an order of his to all his officers, by 
which they were directed to watch over my person and eftects, 
to Cbcort me by the road, and to provide me with lodgings and 
provisions. The two men, moreover, had orders to attend me as 
my guides Notwithstanding all those attentions, no soafier was 
I arrived neai MirzapSr, than I was stopped by the guards, and 
obliged to a second application to the Radja, who sent an officer, 
to disengage me, this man carried me to MirzapBr, where he 
made me alight in a good lodging. The next morning he furnish- 
ed me with boats, so that with the favour of God, vve crossed 
the Ganga, and arrived safe at Banares There I passed some 
mouths in enjoying the precious honour of attending on His Holy 
Highness, His Highness Saint Mahmed-aaly-hezin, (whom God 
may station amongst the highest of his elect') I had also the 
inestimable advantage of enjO}ingthe company of my maternal 
uncle, Seyd-abdol-aaly-qhan, the impetuous in battles. In a few 
days more, another person of distinction contrived to escape out 
of Mahmed-c81i-qhan’s army, and arrived safe at Banares. It 
was Bayram-qhan, grandson to the Navvab R8h-811ah-qhan, once 
Paymaster-General to the Emperor Aoreng-zeb , he had already 
sent to that city his consort and family A few days after my 
arrival at Banares, I heard that Mahmed-c81i-qhan having applied 
to the two Radjas for liberty to repair to Shuja-ed-doulah’s Court, 
with only a few servants, they had thought themselves obliged 
to write for it to their master, who sent his consent On that 
single consent he was simple enough to cross the Ganga, with a 
dozen of troopers and a few servants, and to advance toward? 
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that Prince’s capita) But at the same time, tlie two Radjas bad 
received an order to seize his effects, to plunder his camp, and 
to strip bis troops, os soon as he should have proceeded on bis 
journey Thu senseless man u'as hardly gone Uie>c three or 
four days, when the tv\o Radjas mounted, and getting into his 
camp, they gave the plunder of it to their troops, whilst they pro 
eeeded to seize his effects so that there arose in camp such a 
scene of confusion, screams and distress as retraced to the mind 
llie Day of Judgment Numbers of soldiers and ofBcera were ill 
used , and everyone of them lost their little all TIiosc only 
escaped the general wreck who having acquaintaoecs in the 
enemy’s array, had the good luek to retire by times thither in the 
night time Numbers of others especially of the Seyds of Barr 
who formed a numerous body threw themselves on the protection 
of a Seyd who had a command in Beni bahadyr s army a man 
of honour and character who found means to protect them 
Others had m the night time escaped to bis quarters where they 
remained safe from those rapacious hands or were passed uo 
noticed m the confoslon of that day What seems singular Is 
that out of so many Commanders of character one only bhouhl 
have thought of putting bunsclf on his defence and this was 
^D-el abedm qUan the same who having m the sequel become 
Vezir to Shah>aalum lost his life at the assault of Azim>abad an 
illustrious Commander of whom we shall speak in the sequel 
He escaped with bis honour and bis property in consequence of 
bis own bravery and resolubon and of the attachment which his 
men bore to his person This glorious action was performed id 
the following manner - — 

This gentleman who wms son to a General officer m the 
armies of Iran and himself a man of character and valour had 
long before his taking service with Mahmed c81i-qban served with 
dUUnction under Ab81 mansSr qhan under whom he bad enjoyed 
offices In most parts of the province of A8d, and was highly res- 
pected everywhere- He was of a generous temper, keeping open 
table and obliging with bis purse and credit as many as applied 
to him sheddmg over the thirsty fields of every needy suitor « 
heart, the refreshing showers of hia liberabty without ever 
making any dlabnction between an acquaintance or a stranger 
It was enough to be m distress m order to have a claim on 



hib asbibtance I hib oflicer finding how matters went through- 
out the camp, retired witli a binall number ot men into bome ruined 
hoUbCb, that weit clobC loliib quarters, and there haMiig bhewn 
iuiubelf on the top of the houbc, and at bome crannieb, he cried 
out, that w’hoever would approach him with a hobtile intention, 
would bOon find that he mubt be blain firbt, and then only strip- 
ped Intelligence ot this being cairied to the two armies, some 
officerb of Beni-bahadyr’b, who had ber\ed under him, joined 
some other Commanderb of Radja Belvent’b, wdio had likewise 
been obliged and rehe\ed b\ his munificence, and thebe going 
in a bod\, represented to the tw-o Radjas, “ that the officer, who 
“ with a dozen of soldiers, had put himself upon his defence in 
‘‘ thobc ruined houses, was no other than the bra\e Zin-el-abedin- 
" qhan, a man of great character, and to whom everyone of 
“their ber\antb, now' present, w'as indebted for favours received, 
” and for assistance most generousl) bestowed 1 hey added, that 
'several there present had likewise served under him, and that 
" impressed w'lth very high sentiments of respect and gratitude 
“ for his person, they supplicated foi leave to go in a body, in 
' order to bring that Commander aw'ay wuth all the honour and 
“ respect due to his merit , or for permission to share his fate, 
and to perish with him ” The two Radjas, hearing the strain 
of the request, and being themselves in admiration at the man’s 
behaviour, gave their consent, with permission to bring him under 
whatev er conditions and stipulations he should himself desire 
The officers and Commanders having received this consent, 
marched in a numerous body to that brave man's quarters , and 
there some of the principal ones having alighted at a distance, 
made a profound bow, and then adv’anced on foot in a friendly 
manner Being within hearing, they exposed their errand The 
officer surprised at this unexpected turn, passed many encomi- 
ums on their generous interposition, and returned his acknow- 
ledgments to the Almighty for his signal delivery, he then 
mounted his horse, and followed by the companions of his for- 
tune, he was conducted with the utmost respect to camp, where 
he vvas lodged, and treated with much regard, and from whence 
he, in a few days, repaired to Banares, as soon as the tumult of 
sack and plunder had subsided Let men of sense and honour 
peruse carefully the anecdote which I have been stammering out 
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hero. Let them han^ it at their car llio nia>t precious pearl, 
that It ina) remind them h^url) of the advantages of beneficence 
Let it inform them, that as that cclcstia) qualification is at at) 
times of so great a resource in this ttorld by insuring a liberal 
man’s peace of mind in it so U no\er fails to insure his happi 
ness in the other b) lajing up for him a store of comfort and 
consolation Whilst Mahmed cSli^qban s troops A\ere under 
going such a merciless stripping he >vas himself under confine 
ment at Abd But ue mubt now leave this event together \Wth 
its consequences as ue reserve it for Shuja ed-d6ula s particular 
history for we are now to revert to that of Bengal 

/\s soon as Mlr-djaafer-qban (and he had no other Depat> 
and no other trust) General but his son) came to hear of Ranv 
nariin s junction with Mahmed cSli-qhan and of his having 
acWnowledged the Shah lada ho v\*a3 struck with amaxement and 
fear and as the English were now the onl) resource whicli re 
mained either to the father or to the son m the world they both 
wTotc to Colonel Clive whom the) intreated besought and 
supplicated to come to their assistance. The Colonel objected 
but at last he consented On his arriving at the head of his 
troops at Mbral>8d*abad a cotmcil was held in which it was 
resolved to march immediatel) It must be observed that some 
Urae was spent in overcoming that General s reluctance for the 
English uninformed as the> were of the real state of affairs in 
Hindostan and unapprised of the strange cast of mind that 
formed so principal a feature In the character of the Grandees of 
that country were impressed with awful ideas for the vely name 
and sound of Imperial Prince and they bore a high respect to 
the Imperial race The words throne and hereditary right 
excited their respect so far that they felt a thorough dls- 
{ inclination against appearing in arms m opposition to such sacred 
j names and so little inclined were they to entertain sentiments 
of enmity that to all appearance, thej would have preferred the 
part of mediators had they observed in the Pnnee or in his 
Minister, any firmness or capacity or concert On receiving 
intelligence, therefore, of the misunion that raged amongst them 
and of the ivrctched conduct which It occasioned they shook 
off all regard for his concerns and heartily joined their own 
confederates, the Navvab and his son B) this time certain 
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ad\icea ha\ing leached i^ISI^hSd-abad, of Rani-nardin’s having 
quitted the Prince’i> party, and of hib being closely besieged in 
Aiiini-abad , this intelligence engaged the father and the son to 
march nith the Colonel to his assistance, and the} set out 
together with a numeious army In the way Miren, who was 
vcr} much dibsatislied w'lth that air of independence, wduch 
Qhaduin-hassen-qhan had assumed at PSrania, became apprehen- 
si\e, lest the man should a\ai! himself so far ot the confusion 
as to conceive higher designs , and he resolvetl to be before- 
hand with him, and to seize his person, if possible With this 
\iew he encamped tor some time at Pointy, which is o\er against 
PSrania, but this intention of Miren’s haMiig gone abroad, 
Qhadum-hassen-qhan, who was a shrewd wary man, and who, 
besides, greatl) suspected Miren's sincerity , thought proper to 
march fiom PSrania W'lth Ins army, artiller\ , and cflects , and 
under pretence of going to join the Bengal aimv, he encamped 
at Carangolah, w’hich is the landing place of the piovince of 
^ PSrania, fiom thence Ins sent to Colonel Clive, and put himself 
under the safeguard of the English The Colonel interposed 
his good offices, ad\ised Miren not to think of troubling the man 
at present, and engaged the two parties to come to a new'’ agree- 
ment together Qhadum-hassen-qhan being now' fully confirmed 
in Ins suspicions, declined going to camp , but he ottered to come 
to an inters lew in the middle of the n\ er Ganga, w here each 
party should come in Its own badjaraw' (i 73) He added, that 
after having in this manner satisfied himself with the sincerity 
of Miren's intentions, he would return to PSrania wnth a mind 
^ eased of its burthen, and would henceforward attend steadily 
to the duties of friendship and attachment Such a treaty was 
by no means conformable to Miren’s mind, but it became obli- 
gatory on both parties in consequence of the interposition of a 
Commander ot high character, w'ho found his ow'ii advantage in 
it, and insisted that this was not a tune to engage in new broils 
The interview'’ took place, as it had been agreed to , and a new 
treaty was concluded and confirmed by the Colonel's mediation 

1 173) A badjaraw is a boat, sometimes of a hundred test in length, and a 
proportionable breadth, so as to look very much like a galley, being rowed by ten, 
twenty, or twenty-four men Such a boat is more commodious and more showy 
than any barge in Europe , and it has as many commodities and conveniencies, as 
a floating habitation can comport 
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This General ha\ing non got rid of this affair, advanced with 
Miren to\vards Azimabad, and this loLelllgenco having soon 
reached Mahmed-cSll^han the latter concluded that It would 
not be advantageous In any shape to tarry an) longer in his 
camp and raising the siege, he decamped Instantl) The 
Colonel bclngarrhcd close to Ailm^abad, was met by Ram nariln, 
who came out with all the officers of Government, and all the 
principal persons of the province and city and although It k 
not known under what point of view he had the art to represent 
his joining the enemies of the State \et It Is certain that he vns 
received with more regird than ever nor did it appear that hLs 
character liad an\wa)s suffered his late double dealing but 
what is singular is that this same Ram nariin who had made 
use of entreaties to send rao on an embassy to Mahraed-c8U 
qhan whom he would have joined infallibl) himself had be not 
been deterred by MSrl) dur s representations, now made it a 
point to complain of me thinking doubtless, that so much as 
he might charge on my character would go far towards clearing « 
hU own He therefore made it a practice to complain of me 
Gveryda) Gentlemen would he sa) strange are become 
the times indeed and strange characters do tbev sometimes 
exhibit ' What wrongs had I done to Gholam hnss^fn-qhan 
that he should have quitted roj service to go and join his 
father ? This gentleman after such a 'shifting of hands and 
such a changing of sides doubtless thinks himself a very honest 
man This was his usual language It might have beeq 
answered to him that Strange men Indeed most be the English 
and strangely infatuated must they be who after having seen 
him repair to their enemy and join his party still thought 
‘ Ram nardin their fast friend 1 But the matter is this that In 
these days whatever a wealthy man Is pleased to do, la never 
imputed to guilt and money covers every defect and every 
vice, nay, gives it very often the appearance of policy but 
still there remains no difference on the subject betwixt the 
opinions of the adorers of gold and those of the men of sense 
and penetration both parties agree in distinguishing the man 
of merit from the man of the crowd nor do they mistake his 
^orth ' — But wo have spoken enough of private concerns , let 
us revert now to the affairs of State. 
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lolonel Cli\e, afiei iair)jnga feu cl.iyb iii town, marched, at 
Ram-narain'i request, against Radja Pahluvan-sing But this 
war} man, unwilling to cope with such an adversary in the field, 
kept himself at the foot of the hills , and for a few days prepara- 
tions were made for war and battle At last, however, matters 
turned to a negotiation, and Ram-narAin having proposed to 
send Miren back to A/im-abad, where he might enjoy at his ease 
the performance of the finest dance-women, and of the best 
voices, he pledged himself that, pro\ided the Colonel remained 
with him, he would find means to bring the Radja to reasonable 
terms Miren, who wanted no better, returned to the city, and 
Ram-nardin, with the Colonel, having tarried a few' days at 
Shaharseram, soon brought the Radja’s affairs to a conclusion 
But what will hardly be believed of a Zemindar is, that Pahluvan- 
sing, instead of beginning by his own concerns, had the 
generosity, first of all, to bring my father’s aftair upon the carpet, 
and to finish it to that nobleman's satisfaction He had the ■ 
attention to stipulate, that " He should have liberty to return to 
“his estate, that his Djaghiry lands should be restored to him , 

“ and that no injury should be offered him on account of the 
“ past ” And God Almighty be thanked, that matters turned out 
precisely as I had imagined ' 

About the same time the Shah-/ada’s letters came to hand, 
it produced its full effect, and the Colonel seemed pleased with 
both its style and purport Ram-narain himself, w'ho w'as a man 
of letters, greatly admired the energy and dignity of its language , 
and the English, having once inclined to a sense of com- 
passion for the Prince, paid many encomiums to the writer As 
I chanced sometime after to commence an acquaintance wvith 
those gentlemen, I heard them speak so much in praise of the 
Secretary, who had penned that letter, that I could not help 
acknowledging myself to be the pen-man whom they so much 
approved ; and this produced a new flow of encomiums Some 
years after, I heard it praised by the Hope of the State, the 
valorous Mr Hushtin, the daring in war, (174) who had knowledge 
enough to distinguish the poor man's productions from ordinary 
ones, and condescendence enough to honour them with his 


(174) Umad-el-mulk, Mester-Hushtin-bahadyr, Djeladet-djung, 
s. M, VOL n — 42 
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praise This Idler, I say, having greatly affected the Colonel, he 
not only ansvvered it in the most respectfnl manner bat he added 
thereto, some thousand eshruffies by way of homage. As to my 
forgiven father, as soon as ho had obtained possession of his 
estate, he repaired thither to lead a life of ease and dignity , and 
the Radja Pahluvan sing rdurned to his zemlndary where he 
applied himself to every art that could restore husbandry, and 
industry In his country This campaign having ended so happll) 
Ram nariln returned with the Colonel to Aiim-abad where he 
made it his affair to pa} hls court asslduocsly to Mlren 

This } oung Prince who had the good luck, to see this expedi 
tlon finished with so much ease resolved to return to Bengal 
But first of ill he determined to rid himself of AssaJut-qhan and 
Dillr qhan as ^^ell as of the other sons of Umer-qhan whom he 
could not drive away openlv as thc> had been so long attached 
to his famll} and whom he did not love as they were of a daring 
ness which he dreaded Hls father at his departure had re 
commended to him to rid himself of those officers but in such 
1 manner as should not disoblige them as the) were men who 
m such a case would make nothing of murdering both the father 
and son happen what it would Mlren, therefore thought it 
expedient to dissemble and to take those officers with him In his 
expedition against the Shah zada. What is strange, and yet 
exactly true is that those very men whom he wanted absolutely 
to be rid of, were so far from having hjirhoured at any lime, 
any ill design against either the son or the father, that they 
had all along approved themselves Mir djaafer-qhan s sup 
porters and zealous friends and that too so earl) as the very 
beginning of hls fortune under Aaly verdy-qhan and their 
attachment, as well as that of Umer-qban, their father was so 
strong that Seradj>ed-dOula had taken umbrage at it and bad 
dismissed them from his service Insomuch that for a year 
together that is so long as that Prince sat upon the throne, the) 
had miserabl) lived at Azlm-abad, without receiving any satis- 
faction about those considerable arrears due to them from the 
treasury Three years after as I chanced to repair to the Shah 
zada s anny where I was necessitated to join hls cause In the 
manner already mentioned I recollected Dilir-qhan s unhappy 
situation and I wrote hun a letter to recommend to him my 
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consort, and my family, left at Azim-abad , and also to invite him 
over to the Shah-zada’s service , for we had been intimate friends 
together, and in pursuance of a custom in Hindia, we had 
exchanged turbans He answered me, “ That my consort and 
“ his head must stand or fall together, and that I might make 
myself easy on that subject, but that as to passing into the 
“ Shah-zada’s service, he was glad to inform me that, if e\ en 
“ Mir-djaafer-qhan should be reduced to his last soldier m the 
*' world, that last soldier would be himself ” He added these 
words Pray, my friend, put up your prayers to Heaven, 
that to whomsoever / may be once attached, to him I may remain 
faithful for ever Miren, who was of himself too infidious in his 
temper to need the caution given him by his father, kept fair 
with Dilir-qhan, until Ram-narain’s return, and he thereby put 
him off his guard For Ram-nardin’s return, was the time fixed 
for paying the arrears due to that Commander , and as soon as 
he saw him arrived, Miren resolved to return to M8rsh8d-abad , 
but he recommended to the Governor to put trusty guards on the 
outside of the Western gate of the city, and a body of English 
Tahngas within, with orders to hinder Dilir-qhan, or his people, 
from getting admittance At the same time he embarked in his 
boats, and went thirty or forty cosses down the river , after which 
he continued his route by land Dilir-qhan finding himself deceiv- 
ed, was at a loss what to do, especially as Ram-nariin took care 
to exculpate himself, by informing him that he had no orders 
about his arrears, and that it was better for him to quit the city, 
and to abstain from coming within the walls. Dilir-qhan himself, 
sensible that all was lost, quitted the environs of Azim-abad, and 
with his friends and soldiers, he went towards Ticary, where he 
was entertained in the service of the two Zemindars, Fateh-sing 
and Buniad-sing, who were sons to Radja Sunder-smg, and who 
gave him a pension, upon which he made a shift to subsist him- 
self, and his men He was so much esteemed, that the two 
Radjas thought themselves very much honoured by affording 
shelter to a Commander of that character Some time after, 
Fateh-sing repaired to M8rsh8d-abad to strengthen himself in his 
zemmdary , but his concerns were little minded, as Miren spent 
his tune in all kinds of pleasures at M8rsh8d-abad, whilst Ram- 
nardin did the same at Azim-abad 
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It mu5t be be obsened tliat ^f^r-<^Jda^c^-^Jhan had advanced 
ai> far as Radj mahal to support his son but that hearing b> the 
waj of the prosperous turn of Ills affairs he had returned full of 
jo> to his capital where ho availed himself of that accession of 
authorit), whicli prosperit) confers, to get rid of a man whom 
he had this longwhile jn hb e)e this was Sadacat mahracd 
qhan, s on to Ag a bakjrr, Zamlndar of Dacca of which latt^'we 
have made some mention in our account of Nevasbh mahmed 
qhan, and of hb deputy H[iss^in-c£li>qban who was, properly 
speaking, Governor of the province of Djehanghir nugur dacca. 
The \awab who had conceived some unjust suspicions against 
thb Sadacat mahmed qhan had him blown off at a gun an 
atrocious action by which he laid op for himseiriTtore of uieriU 
in the next world 

\VhiUt Dillr-qhan lived at Ticary Cam-car qhan Zemindar 
of Narhut aemii incensed at the usage he had met with from 
Mir-djaafer-qhan who on Ram narim s persoaslon bad put him 
under coniinemeDt resolved to be revenged and joining bts 
cause to tliat of Ddir-qban s the^ both wrote to the Shah xada 
to invite him to a junction with them under assurances of their 
being ready to joui lum The foiioriLPrince who had neither 
house nor home of hb own wanted no better and assembling 
agam hb friends and soldiers he quitted Cbitur p8r and advanced 
towards Azim-ahad As to myself I quitted Banares and came 
to my forgiven father on hb estate where for a v'arlety of reasons 
I did not think proper to remain but proceeded to Tlcaiy upon 
some business where I was entertained by Dihr qhan in his 
house. However as 1 soon came to find out that he liad written 
letters to the Shah rada I quitted Ticaiy sensible that no good 
could result from an attachment to that Prince Dilir-qban 
pressed me to stay and to join him I objected to that part} 
shewed its disadvantages and took mj leave. Dilir qhan was 
unwilling to part with me but hb discourses availing nothing 
he made me accept such a sum of money for the charges of 
my return as be could afford and I repaired to Babar where 
S^yd-aaly-qhan my }oungcst brother liad taken up hjs residence 
some months before and I was }et In that town when news 
came that the Shah zada was approaching and that Cam-car 
qhan would be soon in the neighbourhood of Bahar with his 
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troop? As by tarrying in that town I brought on myself the 
necessity of waiting on the Shah-zada, and of feeding again 
upon that same mess, and out of the same platter, I resolved to 
quit Bahar, before a longer delay should have rendered it im- 
possible for me to find admittance in Azim-abad , nor was the 
last party without its full measure of mconvemencies, although 
it proved to be the only measure that remained , for Ram-narain 
had rendered me odious in that city, and was not pleased with 
my coming back By good luck it happened that I recollected 
my being acquainted with the Physician, Gh81am-aaly-qhan As 
this gentleman, who had acquired the Governor’s good will and 
confidence, by curing him of a distemper, was greatly attached 
to me, I availed myself of this particular, to write him a short 
note, in which I requested his interest in obtaining Ram-narain’s 
leave for my residing at Azim-abad By the return of the mes- 
senger, I received the permission I had requested, upon which 
I repaired to the city with my brother, Seyd-aaly-qhan But this 
permission did not please Radja M8rly-dur, no more than some 
Mussulman friends of his , they took umbrage at it Luckily for 
me, that a few days after, I went to see Mr Amiatt, Chief of 
the English factory at Azim-abad, and also Doctor Fullerton, the 
physician appointed by the council, to its service , and as I had ^ 
an acquaintance with these gentlemen, but especially with the 
latter, I could not help telling them my story Both those 
gentlemen joined in giving me assurances that I might sta}’^ in 
all safety , nay, the Doctor offered me his own bungalow for my 
accommodation , so that on seeing myself so strongly supported, 

I took again to my ancient abode, as 1 had a good house of my 
own at Azim-abad 

Intelligence being now come that the Shah-zada was in full 
march, Ram-narain assembled his troops from all parts, and 
having got himself joined^ by Pahluvan-sing, and some other 
Zemindars_at-thfi_headjDf^heir troops, he found himslf further 
reintorced by the arrival of a good body of Afghans, that came 
to his assistance from M8rsh8d-abad, under the command of 
Rehem-qhan, the Rohilah, a famous officer, who had acquired a Sccon( 
character under Aaly-verdy-qhan, and whom Mir-djaafer-qhan 
had selected on that very account Ram-narain thus strengthen- 
ed, marched out in a favourable hour, pointed out to him by 
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hli Brachinan oitrologera ind ho cncaniped at five or ^jx coasc:* 
on thu road to Ticarv Ho had tuelvc thousand horse a great 
'deal of infantryi and sc\era( large pieces of cannon, together 
with a large number of mvItcIs and rockets as a\c 11 as every re 
qujsitc for uar Os er and above all that force he had a bodj 
of European bnglbh, commanded b) Captiln Cocran who sv-as 
accompanied b> some other officers and Sergeants the latter 
commanded a body of Hindlan ^oldlers armed and accoutred 
and disciplined In the European manner of fighting I mean 
those soldiers that are become so famous under the name of 
Talingas (175) They may hate amounted to a thousand and 
some hundred men all armed \Hth flint locks Tlio) bad like 
wise two brass guns followed b> their carts loaded with ammuni 
tion read} made up and these guns furnished with their carts 
were so hand^ as to follow the troops everywhere 

Hardlj liad the Shah lada passed the little river of Kerem 
nassa wbicli is the boundary of the province of Azim-abad when 
(175 Tb« *Jp4b«««, c IM TaH gai in Bcoxal a d lo ASd, are Uiom native 
aoldjera, wfalcb «Tr« raUed and embodied bj tbo Preoeb otf PnixUcbvrj vrbeo 
they were bedeced bj Admiral Boernweo to 1746 or 47 bot the Preach who oclj 
fiT* tiicm meaquet* and bajoarta, vert oerer able eitber to their comber 

some dreak, or to di>ciplioe them, or to briog tbem under cootroal tborooiiilj 
whenua the EogUah dpabeoa of tbak* daj« (<786), )ta velj aj tboee of thirty jmt 
afo, are really trained a d diadplined aoldiar^ we 1 armed, veil accoutred, and 
properly dad ar>d thoroughly oodar command. Oriflnally they ven commanded 
b> Arahiao or tbo>e of their dasetndaota boro 10 the Caoara and Codcan, or 
wertern part of India, where tboae forelgoon atyle thcmaalrea CAarMrz, or Wextem 
MoraoTtr their corpa wer« coenpoeed moetly of Arabe, Negroo, and HabtaalnUni, 
all which bear upon that coait. tbe same ame of G)tMrhi which U Arabki for Wetter 
ling and designed the titoatloa of their natJre coaotry wltfa respect to India ; just 
as the Taitck or DuUk or Gtrtm^na bore beratnfore the name of EifitrUng* lo 
England In time the vord Gkatkl nas comipted by both tb French and Indians 
into that ctf C^rdi which u oow the general name for dpahees all over India, 
fare BoogaJ and the ndghboanng couDlrles, where they are styled Talingxu be- 
cause the first rlpahees that came In Bengal (and they were Imported in 1757 by 
Colonel Cl re) were all T *1 or Tel^fia born being of the coast of Coromandel 
and speaking hardly any language but their oaUve, 

Native To)8g8 tbmr muxlo to thla day doe» not bear amongst themselrek as 
well as amongit the natlreS} any other appeUation than that of ArcU or 

Arabian flat dram of moslc, or march foe the word tom tom Is a word coined br 
the English ofBeen of that bm» who balng by no means skilled in tbe Hlndo- 
stany language as are their locoeison, and at a loss how (0 explain themselves 
coined that word by or In bniUtion of sound «nd ft was adopted by 

the ipahea as well as tbe Oalivek, who took it to be Eoglub for drum. 
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he received,! ntehigen ce of the death of Aalemghir the second, lus 
father. This event happened in the following strange manner — 
A friend of the Vezir Umad-el-mulk’s (176) artfully turned the- 
conversation upon a Fakir or religious, freshly arrived at the 
monument of Firooz-shah, who performed wonders and miracles, 
and was visited by multitudes of persons Aalemghir, on hear- 
ing this, had the simplicity to wish to see the holy man , and he 
mounted on his elephant to make him a visit This was on the 
persuasion of Mehdy-nessar-qhan, the Cashmirian, brother to 
Ala-c81i-qhan , this nobleman accompanied the monarch thither, 
and carried him to the very room where the holy man was sitting, 
and he raised the curtain to afford an easier entrance to the 
Emperor, who, giving him the long sword (177) which he carried 
in his hand, got into the room This was immediately made fast 
from without , and the Monarch was hardly seated, when the 
murderers, who were all TSranians of the most merciless kind, 
fell upon him with their poniards, and dispatched him in a 
moment , after which the door being set open again, the body 
was drawn out by the legs and tumbled downstairs, at the gate 
which looks eastward towards the river, and was now on a plain 
of dry sand Mirza-babr, nephew and son-m-law to Aalemgliir, 
seeing this scene, drew his sabre and wounded one or two per- 
sons , but he was soon overpowered by Mehdy-nessar-qhan's 
people, who threw him into a covered paleky, and conveyed him 
to the Fortress of Selimgur, which is the usual place of confine- 
ment for Princes of the Imperial blood , from thence they brought 
out a Prince whom they seated on the throne, under the name 
of Shah-djehan-s^m or the second Meanwhile the body of 
Aalemghir remaining neglected, the 18ch-chas, or vilest part of 
the populace, had the generosity to assemble, and to carr) it to 
H8mai8n’s monument, where they committed it to the ground 
So sudden and so mournful a revolution could not but confound 
and amaze the Imperial Prince His feelings were deeply affected , 
but he soon recovered spirits enough to write with his own hand 


(176) Alias Mir sheabeddin, grandson to Nizam el-mulk 

(177) This long sword is as broad, but twice as long as the Curtana of the 
English Kings at their coronation , from which it differs likewise, by having a 
branch to its hilt It is in a scabbard of velvet, and held like a walking cane, and 
IS reputed a mark of soiereignty, and always of high command It is called D hSp 
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an account of this unhappy event, and to send it secretly hy a 
trusty person to my forgiven father, wbo then resided with his 
consort and family upon his estate, In the town of Hussiiln abad, 
which be had ju^t founded and huilt The letter, hesidc<; an 
account of the revolution contained a request of some advice 
on what he thought waste be done Mv forgiven father on 
receiving the above letter, took pen and without loss of time 
wrote with his own hand a full answer in which " he advised the 
Prince immediately, on hla receiving his letter, to sit with the 
‘ custoraar) cereraonicA (178) upon the throne he had inherited 
' to send without loss of time the casket of the VcziPs ^office ( 1 79) 

1, 1 781 The prlodpil of the«« ccronoolcs codi 1>U bi r«Ltiig a paruol, or am 
breUa or via>screet) If )ou will, oT«r the Empoor'i aod In nblrllof It roand 
tho held MrrenJ time* , after which It becooves a cojntant oppandase to the throne, 
behind which It itande aprifht end tbedes bt> bead. 'This thrue U made lUca an 
oId*£ashIoaed a/m-chalr with the back and upright, the arau stnifbt, aod 
eadln{ In lion • headj the lower part 1 j fitted with a foot'Stool. This b the old 
IndlvB throae, aa Unportcid frocD Tartaij b/ the BabrlaaPrlncu, azid stiU to oaeat 
the Court of Delhi oa eoleraoklet. Bettha^ Is, foe other occasloas a throne U> 
the lodiin, aod cf coarse Dore defut fashloa. It Is as oetsfosaJ paikt, leanlo; 
□pon eight feet, thlrtj inches high aodfashlooed Into bcMtJfaJ plBars with their 
capitals lavarted bet kUII with the parasol or umbrella beblsd and this asihrelU 
which 40 commoB 4 cosreslescj Is tba sootheni parta of Earopc, as well as la 
China, Is at Delhi and all over Isdia, an appeodag;* reserred not to the Imperial 
famil/ bot oslj the Imperial pereona 

(179) Tbc Vaafa- s casket le of gold, enriched wIUj Jewds but jet kept wHlhJn 
a velret coreHag that fits it axactijr and It U Hchl/ emhroIderwL It contains the 
Emperor's bro d »esl , that Is, a piece of gold, whereon are engnTso the Emperor s 
name ax>d titles, In besudful Perslao characters, with eomedmei the name of bis 
father it contaioa also eome etatiooarj and twe or three seels of a leeerr blgDCsn. 
This seal ma/ be two iochea asd>a>lialf In and circular allhoogh the 

others are aqaara or oral , aad here la the seal which that Prince took at that tlm^ 
and which for a time, served Ukewlaefor ataiDpiDg the coin It Is In rerses end 
these reraes were made extempore hj Ulr mchdi>qhaii, a Persian becretar^ of the 
translator’a acqaalotaoce. The worda are disposed as follows 

Ced, PrtiteUt ef ti* law ef UAh»mH Which words most be oonstroed thus In 
siadsi favour Skak-Aulrm Smpfr*r xxxi. Persian Sifhi*»d ftr htft Siikwr Sald 4 « 
Cain littuh f*r cliwudat, bahUah hami Udiw^ U tkamnud tia 4 

aaJtm, Padtiak, laoa. 

Which words most be read tbost Shab^alem Emperor Protector of the Law 
of Mahommed, bjr the Shade of God a favour has struck this cola for the aeren 
climates, iao 3 (1787^ This orlgioal Dime was Aalyfoktr 

daly^tktT which tlgolfies gem of high ralae, the >1*"^ be now assumed 
(and h was SkmU-amlfwi Pedskah) did not a^nlij King of tbs world, as aome bare 
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“ to Shudjah-ed-doulah, together with a rich qhylaat in investiture 
“of the dignity, and meanwhile to appoint some able Mogul, of 
“ those now present about his person, to act as Deputy-Vezir He 
“ likewise advised the Prince to invest Nedjib-ed-doulah (180) 
“ with the office Of Lord of Lords, which implies that of Pay- 
“ master-General and Commander of the forces, and to send 
“ him the qhylaat of that high office, which is next to the Vezir- 
“ ship , to send Munnir-ed-doula in embassy to the Abdaly King, 
“with a letter informing him of his accession to the tin one of 
“ his ancestors , and inviting him to come ovei to his assjst- 
“ ance, as that Monarch had already done in favour of Shudjah- 
“ ed-dou!a, of Nedjib-ed-doula, and of some other Primes of 
“Hindia, who had once made the same application “ To those 
advices he added these words “ Yozir Majesty, above all, must 
neglect notlmtg to gain the hearts of the principal men of your 
Court , nor is it necessary to appoint me, your old servant, to 
the office you have intended At present I am satisfied with the 
subsistence which / find in my humble retreat , but whenever 
/ am so happy as to hear of your throne having been firmly 
established, and of your Empire being supported by the columns 
of consent and unanimity , whenever I hear that the Grandees 
of your dominions have attached themselves to their duty, and 
act unanimously in yoiii service, than there will be found places 
enough for your ancient Minister, and bread enough for your old 
servant At present / wish for nothing but to see you both pros- 
perous and happy " The Prince was then at Catoly On receiv- 
ing my forgiven father’s letter, he ordered a tJirone to be erect- 
ed, according to the usage of the House of Babr , and taking 
his seat upon it, he commenced his reign, under the title of 
Shah-aalem-bahadyr, Emperor He then sent the Vezir’s casket 
to Shudjah-ed-doula, with a rich qhylaat , forwarded another to 
Nedjib-ed-douIa , and appointed Munnir-ed-doula to go as his 
Embassador to the Court of the Abdaly Monarch , in a word, he 
made every disposition that had been pointed out to him by my 
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been inclined to translate it, but Supreme Monarch only , and possible in this ex- 
pression, he had an eye to the many monarchies and principalities set up in India , 
at least this translation is what, not the words, but the Indian idiom points out 

(i8o) /l/ms Nedjb-qhan, the Prince who founded, some forty years ago, an 
Afghan principality, north of Dehli It i-^ now possessed bj his son, Zabeta qhan 
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fTlhcr*h Idler , ’’and he was waiting for the divine assistance 
when Cam-car qhan with five or six tliousand horse, made his 
appearance, and had the happiness to kiss the footsteps of the 
Impenal throne Dilir-qban, and Assalct-qhan, his brother arriv 
ed it the same time at the head of a thousand horse and foot, 
and were received with marks of favour and distinction Cam 
car qhan at the same time undertook to furnish the expense of 
the* Imperial household, and he soon found means to introduce 
plenty in camp Dilir qhan who listened onI> to the Impetuosity 
of hU temper and to the fury of his deep-rooted resentment 
wanted to come Immediately to a general engagement, as soon 
os Mircn should arrive that he might liave It In his power to 
punish that coward In the field of braves, for the Infamous deceit 
ho hod put upon him But Cam car qhan, who was a man of 
sense and experience requested that first of all they should fall 
upon Ram nariin, before he should be joined by Allren after 
which they would provndc against Mircn himself, thinking it 
dangerous to let them c^ect a junction of their forces. This 
advice liaving been approved by the Emperor multitudes of men 
that presented themselves were gradually and sllentl) enlisted 
in<«much that In a little time he found himself m a condition to 
encounter Ram nanSin 

Tilts Governor was encamped on the river Dehva, when the 
Emperor advanced upon him Some skirmishes took place nnd 
these ended in a battle The engagement soon became general 
The first ime of Ram nordlo s was led to action by Ahmed qhan 
cor^ish} and b) Rchem qhan the Rohilah Radja MSrly dur 
(he head sp> and Pahluvan siog with bis Bodj pSnxihs, follow 
ed next, backed by some others of Ram nardin a troops Captain 
Cocran was stationed close to that Governor's troops, but without 
niuciDg with them His men were ranged in the utmost order 
os It IS customary with the EugUsb troops, who always look like 
a wall On the Emperors side, the troops were ranged m two 
large bodies The one was led to action by Cam car qhan the 
other by the two brothers Dilir qhan and Assalet qhan The 
Emperor with a small number of select friends and servants, 
look his post in the rear But hardly liad the eogagement be 
come warm than the two brothers like two tigers avide of 
‘ilaughter, and two elephants in nil, rushed on the flajvks of 
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Ram-narain’s army, and made it give way , and as they were the 
foremobt of those that had penetrated within the enemy’s ranks, 
they soon were aimed at like so many marks , and now musket- 
balls were falling from the English line like a storm of hail The 
Bodj-p8riahs were firing at the same time, and all with a variety 
of other missiles were aiming at those two heroes, and at that 
intrepid troop that followed them. At last the elephant that 
carried Dilir-qhan’s standard, being attacked on all sides, took 
fright and turned about This was observed to that officer You 
talk to me of an elephant only, answered the man , / would not 
shrink for Heaven itself, were it to turn about ‘At these words 
he jumped down from his horse, and with two or three hundred 
of his old soldiers, all dismounted, he rushed on the enemy with 
sabre and buckler in hand His brother, Assalet-qhan, did the 
same The two brothers pushing forwards, broke the enemy’s 
ranks, and made them turn their backs a second time It was 
not so with the English These men stood their ground like a 
wall, from which fell such a ram of balls, as appalled the most 
daring Nevertheless the enemy was flying In this state of 
things Dihr-qhan was wounded by a musket-ball, that pierced 
both his cheeks, and Assalet-qhan, his brother, was run through 
by a spear, which made a large wound Thirty of his bravest 
men were slain outright, and forty more disabled by their wounds , 
they dll drank with open cheerful countenances, the bitter cup 
presented them by death, and plunged together in eternity 
Forty more were wounded, most of whom followed their heroical 
Commanders, as few of these recovered of their wounds But 
yet, in consequence of this vigorous attack, the enemy had been 
put into much disorder, and had turned their backs , and the 
English fire seemed silenced Rehem-qhan and GhSlam-shah, 
two principal Commanders on Ram-nardin’s side, were taken 
prisoners by some of Cam-car-qhan’s and Medar-ed-doula’s 
soldiers M8rly-dur was taken by Cam-car-qhan himself, and 
became his prisoner M8rad-qhan, the BallSch, and Ahmed-qhan, 
the Coreishy, escaped by flight , in one word, all that line fled 
\s soon as the English fire was silenced, and the enemy was 
.seen flying, Cam-car-qhan fell upon Ram-narain, uho }et stood 
his ground with a small number of men This Governor, un- 
able to stand such an attack, sent to the English Commander to 


Noble c! 
acter c 
officer 



340 


I HE SLIR 


request one lialf of his men The latter had at the beginning 
warned him, tliat he had belter take his post amongst th6 English , 
but this he would not hear as he found his pride wounded by 
tlie proposal, or he had some other object in view This much 
is certain, that the Captain who liad orders to be carefu),of the 
Radja s person was obliged to send him part of his men , and 
as hU whole corps which was but a handful had already suffered 
much his men on seeing themselves parted asunder were con 
founded, lost their usual firmness and dispersed for Cam-car 
qhan, making his attack at the ver) moment of their parting 
rendered it impossible for them to form again, and afforded an 
excuse to their flight which became less disgraceful on that >ery 
account Tlie runaways being vigorously pursued by that 
Zemindar that flight became general and thereby ceased to be 
a disgrace The whole of Ram nariin s arm) v\as put to the 
rout and the Radja himself obliged to fl> for his life Cam-car 
qban joining him at that \er} moment ran a spear at him wound 
ed him grievously and would have killed him infallibly had he 
not been vigorously opposed by the late Mir-abdollah the illus 
trious gentleman whom vve have mentioned to have been re 
commended to the Radja by Mr Watts ihb officer on cover 
ing bis master with his body received several wounds from 
arrows and from spears but stll! covered and saved his master 
The latter already wounded dangerously fell speechless in his 
hiodah where very fuckily for him he was sheltered by the boards 
of It from Cam-car qhan s fury for the fatter struck his spear 
into it a second Lime and hit him again “V/ter that there was 
no remaining any more on the field of battle and Ram narAin 
appearing senseless his driver turned his elephant about and 
fled with ail his might Captain Cocran and Mr Harwell (i8i) 
with some other English officers were slam one after another 
in consequence of that improper division which they had made 
of their forces and which bad occasioned a dispersion What 
remained of their people was rallied by Doctor William Fullerton 
a friend of mine and possibly by some English officers whose 
names I kuow not who ranged them in order again and as one 
of their guns was to be left on the field of battle they found 
means to render it useless and of no avail by thrusting a large 
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needle of iron into its eye The other being in no good condition, 
they took It with them, together with itb ammunition , and that 
handful of men had the courage to retire in the face of a victo- 
rious enemy, without once shrinking from their ranks During 
their journey the cart of ammunition chanced to receive some 
damage , the Doctor stopped unconcernedly, and after having 
put It in order, he bravely pursued his route again , and it must * 
be acknowledged, that this nation’s presence of mind, firmness 
of temper, and undaunted bravery, are past all question They 
join the most resolute courage to the most cautious prudence , 
nor have they their equals in the art of ranging themselves m 
battle array, and fighting in order If to so many military 
qualifications they knew how to join the arti^ of govertunent , 
if they shewed a concern for the circumstances of the husband- 
man^ and of the gentleman , and exerted as much ingenuity 
and solicitude in relieving and easing the people of God, as they 
do in whatever concerns their military affairs, no nation in the 
world w ouldbe preferable to them, or prove worthier of command 
But such IS the little regard which they shew to the people op 
these kingdoms, and such their apathy and indifference J or their 
welfaie, that the people under their dominion groan every- 
wherc, and are reduced to poverty and distress O God ' come 
to the assistance of thine afflicted servants, and deliver them 
from the oppressions they sufer{\% 2 ) The Emperor satisfied 
wnth his victory, ordered his music to play in token of rejoicing, 
but forbore pursuing the vanquished After the battle, it w^as 
found that Dilir-qhan had drank with the utmost courage and 
^ alacrity, the bitter cup presented him by death , that Assalet- 
qhan, his brother, was yet mounted on the pinions of death, The 
and was hastening to the gates of eternity , and that a number 
of their lion-like companions w^ere taking the same route, in 
company with their intrepid Commanders MSrly-dur who was aba 
deprived of an eye, which he had lost in the battle by the stroke 
of a spear, was a prisoner, and so was Rehem-qhan also, but 
without being confined The bodies of Dilir-qhan and Assalet- 
qhan were taken up from the field of battle, and inhumated m a 
monument betwixt FatSah and Bycant-pSr , and the slam m 
general were brought together, and all committed to the earth 
(182) A passage of the Koran m Arabic, often in the mouths of the afflicted 
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flad tho vicloriou:) [ulloucd lluirbluu and pun>u(.d the vaiiquibli 
ed thoy would have mastered tbc city of Azim*abad nt once as 
there did not remiin m it so much as a ain^le soldier they 
would liavi. plundered it, and would have finished Ram nariuit 
w\io could not move Bui as it was ordered by fate tliat the 
cit) should be saved, and the honour of so many noble families 
preserved, Cam car qban comented iiiniself witli plundering 
thu flat country and layin^ it under contribution, mthont it 
Iiavtog once come into hur head to rush at unee into a city that 
would have cost Idm no trouble it all as it was totally undefeud 
ed I was talking with my friends in Doctor Fullertons 
bangla (183) when neu*3 came of Ram oar^n being defeated 
It was not believed aX first but the intelligence beiug repeated 
in several places and some known persons returning wounded, 
newa came at last that Ram nariio and Mir abdolbh were coming, 
both very qiuch wounded. On hearinj^ this, 1 went to see and 
to console that officer who was eJircmely my fnend Mean 
while the inhabitanls were sebed with a general consternation, 
especially the rich oues so that Mustapha^cbly qbau brother to 
Mirza iredj qban, put (iia family and wealth in a number of boats, 
and brought them under the windows of the English factory 
ready to cross the nver whilst be repaired to Mina^abdollah’s 
lodgings which were close to that factory on the outside of the 
city walls For my own part, as I bad neither famiJy nor money 
in the city I was easy enough, and could not help reprimanding 
iMustapba>c 81 i-qbao for hh hastiness but be made no account 
of the admonition and leaving his family In the boats he took 
up his abode elsewhere Mr Aroyatt hearing of Piam nar^in s 
bemg come went to see him and to administer some consolation 
to his mind but finding everything in confusion in that familj, 
he appointed some of his own people for the safety of that 
Governor s person and house and went away Ram nariin ask 
ed him, what was Co be done? The other answered, ‘That it 
was not customary in his nation to give groundless hopes or to 
wTite falsehoods. That as matters stood now he ought to take 
such measures as might secure his person by acting according 

^183) A hangrlm Is io gooeral « bofldlDg, ran op vUh laioboos, or lodU raeds, 
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” to the complexion of the times, until an army should come from 
“ Bengal " This undisguised advice engaged Ram-narifin to 
write a letter to the Emperor, m which he excused himself on the 
pains he suffered from his wounds, for not paying him his respects, 
as it was his duty to do ; and this correspondence having taken 
up two or three days, in which time the enemy neglected to push 
on to the city, which was incapable of making any defence, this 
interval afforded the runaways time to return thither in greater 
numbers, and to fill all the parts with armed men News corning 
at the same time to the Emperor and to Cam-car-qhan, that the 
Bengal army was on its march, with the Colonel and the English 
at its head, they raised their camp and marched forw'ard to meet 
the enemy 

And here it will not be improper to remark that Miren, who 
was the General of that army, having never been in any engage- 
ment, or chanced to be fixed by the piercing eye of a w'arnor 
accustomed to quench his thirst in hostile blood, he was inclined 
to entertain so very high notions of his own prowess, that he 
thought himself the most valorous man in the world , insomuch, 
that with his own troops only (and on those he reposed the 
greatest confidence) he intended to give the enemy battle, and 
to gain the victory, without the assistance of the English Now 
it must be remembered, that the English in an engagement, 
alviays fight apart, never mixing with any auxiliaries or confed- 
erates, lest these last should disturb their order of battle , only, 
if some man of consequence should choose, foi his own safety, 
to take sheltei within their ranks w’lth a .4mall number of guards 
and friends, he is always welcome In consequence of this dis- 
position, the two armies of the Colonel’s, and of Miren’s, ap- 
proached the enemy asunder from each other , and this w^as in 
an open plain, w’’here the eye could reach every object from 
afar Miren on descrying the enemy, mounted his elephant, 
and ranged his troops apart from the English The English 
ranged themselves in their customary order, with their artillery 
in front, and their Talingas on the wings As to the Emperor’s 
army, w'here there was not a man capable of equalling Dihr-qhan, 
it was divided by Carm-car-qhan in two parts the first, being 
his first line, he put under the orders of two Commanders of 
character, namely, Cadyr-dad-qhan, son to Qhalyc-dad-qhan, the 
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Tirinlan, nnd GhSlam i.hah the Lucnovian At the same time 
he took charge of the other, with which he formed the second 
Imo. The Emperor bimtelf, with hts household, took his post in 
the rear, and became an uncommon spectacle for both friends 
and foes The armies having approached each other Cadyr 
dad qhan, ami GhSlam shah left the Englbh army at their nght, 
and falling at once upon Mlren s troops they a/Torded him a 
speamen of i fanous attack rendered dreadful by a promiscuous 
slaughter On the hrst onset namber* of Miren s troops \\er< 
so appalled as to confound iheir ranks Mlren himself without 
minding his high rank and conspicuous station, was struck with 
a panic and turned about he fled for sometime followed re 
luctantly b} some of hia Commanders, who in Tam called on him 
to return some even chided him but the cow^s who were 
flying with him finding that hu flight went so much to their own 
discharge thought only of mending their pace It was at that 
time that the English having commenced bring the battle blazed 
out nnd Mireo chided by his Commanders, plucked up some 
courage, and resolved to return to the field of battle A number 
of braves took him m the middle of their ranks and returned to 
(he rhirgp where they behaved so to be remarked from doth 
^det This was no sooner observed by Cad3n‘-dad^han thin 
hr advanced and let fly a t-hower of arrow's the very first of 
which having lodged in the breast of Mahmrd-amin qhan who 
had espoused Miren s aunt and was mounted on an elephant 
close to him it killed him outright and dispatched him to the 
other world Another arrow hit Miren himself and broke one 
of Ids teeth and whilst he was carry mg bis hand thither another 
arrow lodged itself m his neck without finishing him however 
for his Insl hour was not yet come ‘\fter this flight of arrows 
Cadyr dad-qhan s men falling upon the braves that surrounded 
Miren came to hand blows with them and being warmly re 
ceived, thebusmessof wounding and killing with sabre and arrow 
and spear went on briskly and numbers on both sides being 
wounded and slain the engagement became hearty and warm 
In a little time the ground v-ras strewed with a vast numfier of 
bodies Bat Miren had lost his presence of mind he hold his 
empty Iww In hi hand without once remembering to pot the 
other into his quiver shook his head to and fro like the flame 
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of a burning taper, for fear, doubtless, of being hit again by 
some other arrow , and he was ready to turn about a second 
time. At this critical moment, the English army moving forward, 
took Cadyr-dad-qhan’s people in flank and rear, and a ball 
hitting that Commander, killed him on the spot Cam-car- 
qhan, who had advanced to that General’s support, having had a 
full view of the small number of his troops, and of the havoc 
which the English fire was making everywhere, did not think it 
prudent to stand his ground , and he turned about and retreated 
GhSlam-shah, the second Commander, was wounded, as well as 
Aziz-811ah-qhan, Comptroller of the Emperor’s household, and 
both being surrounded by Miren’s people, were mercilessly hack- 
ed to pieces, so that victory remained to that Prince Cam- 
car-qhan, who had quitted the field of battle, thought proper to 
carry the Emperor to Bahar ; whilst Miren returned to his quar- 
ters, where having ordered the music to play in token of re- 
joicing on this victory, he spent his time in providing for his 
wounds, and those of his people, as well as in purifying and 
inhuming the remains of the late Mahmed-amin-qhan. He also 
took care to render the last duties to the slain that covered the 
ground , and some days were spent on that spot , where mean- 
while he was visited by every person in town, myself only ex- 
cepted, everyone striving to gain his favour But Ram-nar5in 
and Mir-abdollah were retained at home by their wounds 

We have said that Cam-car-qhan had carried the Emperor 
to Bahar He tamed there no more than two or three days , foi 
as he expected nothing now but from his alertness, he resolved 
to leave the enemy behind, and by cutting his way through the 
hills and mountains, to be beforehand with them at MSrshSd- 
abad, where he would possess himself of Mir-djaafer-qhan's 
person, and of the wealth of so rich a capital With this view, 
he made every preparative which his time would permit , and 
throwing away, or possibly putting into some castle, his artillery 
and carriages, (articles which might prove so many incumbrances 
in his passage through the hills and in a warfare of expedition) 
he set out with a disincumbered body of troops , and turning 
to the right, he struck into the hilly country, from whence he 
marched straight to M8rsh8d-abad Miren being informed of 
this, dispatched a letter by the post to his father, and taking 
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willi hirascU most of Knm narlln s troops, which the I'lttor had 
put under the commaud of Ills own brother, Durdj uariio, he m 
a few days set out for MSrshSd abad, by the very road by whicii 
Cam car qhan had proceeded Sacf^ an Intelligence could not 
but astonish the old Navvab bat nevertheless he put himself 
at the head of what troops he coaid assemble and of a body 
which he obtained from the English rulers of Calcutta and 
quilting MbrshSd-abad in a favourable moment he nnrchrd 
out at the head of a respectable force He was moQnted on an 
elephant, and surrounded by his household and women hut 
alwavs loolv care to move betwixt the hncis of the European 
English who marched as usual with their artillery in front and 
thnr Indian soldiers so famous under the name of TaJinga^ on 
their wings and Hanks The Navvab s own troops marched In 
front of these and to the nght and left but at a great distance 
He also encamped In the same manner and always In the middle 
of the European English and this disposition continued, until 
his son came up and their two armies joined. 

Donog all these movements, two Marhatta Commanders of 
character namely, Sby8 bahat and BabS^djan, with the Radja of 
Bishen p8r, came to join the Emperor to whom they paid their 
respects. This junction of so much light cavalry, put Caro 
car qhan upon exerting himself It happened that Mir-cassem 
qhan son lu law to the Nawab and wbo had been sent for with 
his troops from his Fodjdary of Rangp8r was encamped on the 
river DamSder Cam car-qban wbo bad received intelligence 
of it, marched sixteen cosses in one day to fall upon him by 
surprise but the other baviog betimes found out his danger 
retired to the grand army and only some of his people were 
Intercepted by the Marhattas wbo just shewed themselves and 
overtook his rear The Navvab after that janction with his son 
put himself at the bead of that uamerous army and trusting to 
his numbers, and to the prevalence of hhi English he presented 
battle 10 Cam-car qhan who bad been encamped on the other 
side of the DamSder the latter not thinking himself a match 
for such numerous forces resolved to deceive them, and to go 
back towards Axira abad He tamed only that night la that post, 
and at day break, he beat his nagara, and took to the road of 
Alim abad Mir djaafer-qhan finding that the enemy avoided 
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cin engagement, crobbed the DamSder with intention to purbue , 
and this being perceived by the enemy, Cam-car-qhdii and Shy8- 
bahat detached themselveb from their mam, and kept the enemy 
in play for bome hours together with repeated skirmishes, until 
their baggage and main had advanced on their journey by foui 
or live tosses , after which they left the enemy and rejoined 
their mam This retreat having set at ease Mir-djaafer-qhan’s 
mind, who was already elated by his son^s victory, he resolved ‘ 
to get rid in his ozun way of a man on whose account he harbour- 
ed some suspicions, as he was accused of some correspondence 
with the Emperor This was no other than Sheh-abdol-vehhab- 
canbS, a Commander of character, who had served with distinc- 
tion under Seradj-ed-doula On this single surmise, the old blow 
Navvab got him seued and blown at a gun , this being his second 
performance in that style 

Meanwhile Cam-car-qhan finding himself so much out- 
numbered, had thought proper to go back to Azim-abad , and on 
the other hand, Mir-djaafer-qhan and the English troops, who are 
all infantry, had become tired of such laborious marches, and of 
such a desultory kind of war Both nations were to a man desirous 
of some repose They, therefore, made choice of a proper spot 
near Baidevan, where they rested for some days, waiting to see 
what might be Cam-car-qhan's operations with his Marhatta 
auxiliaries, and in what part of the country he would emerge again , 
foi the Emperor had invited MSsher Lass, the Frenchman, to join 
him again , and the latter had quitted his residence of Chitur-p8r, 
and was arrived in the neighbourhood of Aziin-abad, whilst he that 
had invited him over, was yet in the Bardevan On his approach, 
a general consternation seized the whole city, as theie were not 
in the place any ti oops, either Hindostany or English Ram- 
narain himself stood amazed , noi were Mr Amyatt and the othei 
gentlemen of the English factory without many apprehensions on 
their own account , for far from being elated by the victory which 
then friends had gained, they did not think themselves on a state 
of defence against MSsher Lass , and on the other hand Ram- 
narain, as well as Mustapha-cSli-qhan and the other Giandees 
of the city, were all out of their minds , nevertheless, they sent 
a gentleman of distinction to compliment MSsher Lass It was 
one Mir-djaafer, who had got acquainted with that Commander, 
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when the latter had some years ago hired his house for lodg 
ing hu people Ills orders were to sound the Frenchman upon 
his intentions. The envoy soon returned, and brought intelli 
genre that at present he had not so much as a thought about 
mastering Uie city , and there was a good reason for it for as 
he had come from afar and by continual marches, he had no 
information at all about the state in which the place could be 
nor did he know whether it contained any troops and in what 
number Had he been informed how destitute it w’as of oery 
thing Uiat might be called soldiers, he would have not failed to 
Uy hold of so fair and so easy an opportunity There were no 
troops in the cit> and all the force in the English factor} did 
not amount to more than ono company of Tahngas and a fe\v 
gentlemen for I reckon for nothing those that had escaped from 
the engagement Nvith Ram nardlo These were too much dvs 
heartened by their wounds and by theJr sbamefnl defeat, to stand 
the brunt of an escalade or an assault Tbe envoy bavmg satis- 
fied liimself with the Frenchmans intentions strove to render 
others easy but this proved a difficult task and the conster 
nation remained until the Freoobman having decamped and 
marched by the outskirts of the city and the suburbs of TSlsy 
roonduvi, went round and advanced two or three cosses where 
he encamped on tbe road to Babar , then only did tbe inhabitants 
of Axim-abad think themselves safe and then only did they 
commence to breathe freely as if they bad come to life a second 
time Mir-djaafer reported that hlSaher Lass had asked about 
his friends in tbe aty such as Mustapba cfili qban, Mir abdollab 
and Mir afzul and some others and be added that on his ask 
mg id the name of those friends of his how matters went wlh 
him ? The Frenchman had contented himself with answenng 
tbo&e questions by these two verses of the poets — 

“Toni }0UT eja from os, for we are afflicted. 

W« «n) alUlog apoa t couomlog fire, asd ocarlj redaced to 
On bis arrival at Bahar bo spent bis time in manufactunng 
gunpowder, and making every preparation which his circum 
stances could afford but they had so good mtelligence at Azim 
abad that his preparations were known day by day 

It was at this very time thatCam-car-qhan returned with the 
Emperor from his expcditiow of Bardevan, bnbhardly were thc> 
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di rived, when they heard several good newb at one and the same 
time , for it was about this time that Qhadem-hassen-qhan, 
Governor of PSraniah, wrote word, “ That he was attached to the 
“ Imperial service, and would soon come up with his forces to 
“the Empeior’s assistance, ” and meanwhile sums of money in 
small parcels came to the Imperial treasury from Radja DSllSb- 
ram, by the channel of the Sanyassee Fakyrs, who also brought 
letters which assured the Emperor of his attachment and devo- 
tion to his Imperial service Nor was that silent manner of ^ 
transacting business unknown to Mir-afzul, the Cashmirian mer- 
chant, a man of eminence, who assisted the Emperor both with 
money and information Unluckily for that Prince, Qhadem- of P8r 
hassen-qhan was faulty in delaying his departure so much , for 
had he come at that time, it is certain that he would have mastei-r 
ed the city of Azim-abad with ease, and that such a conquest 
would have added a great deal of renown and influence to the 
Imperial name And indeed, although the Emperor and Cam-car- 
qhan had thought proper, on their arrival at Bahar, to give their 
forces some repose, nevertheless all was confusion in Azim-abad, 
as there were not in that city any troops that could be trusted , 
and the Governor, as well as the inhabitants, trembled for their 
own safety, even at the very time he did everything in his 
power to encourage his people, and to put his towers and ram- 
parts in repair At last he found himself at the head of some 
thing that looked like a force , and his city was put in a state of 
defence Meanwhile letter after letter was going to MSrshSd- 
abad to represent the state of impotence, to which the depar- 
ture of his brother, Dirdj-nar4in, with all the forces of the 
province, had reduced him These efforts were seconded by 
Mr Amyatt, who was preparing for his own defence, and had 
assembled in the factory about three companies of Talingas, who 
had been hitherto dispersed in several outposts But hardly 
were those preparatives finished, when the Emperor made his 
appearance with his General, and at last besieged the city Im- 
mediately the garrison was distributed everywhere, and every 
thing prepared for a vigorous resistance But amongst those 
proposed to the defence of the walls, none cut so conspicuous a 
figure as Rio-shitab-ray, who although but one of the- many that 
had been in the battle lost by* Ram-naram, seemed to be the 
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mo5t humbled by that dEgrace and the mo^ active m endeavour 
Ing to retrieve hl^ honour He passed ever) night on the 
rainparU without sleeping whilst his corps, that did not amount 
to more than two or three hundred men, was so much cncou 
raged b) his example and b) his liberaJities that his soldiers 
proved at all times the boldest and moat active of the whole 
garrison The Emperor and his General were encamped at the 
Eastern gate near the citadel and an assault liad already been 
given to it The fifth or sixth day of the siege, MSsher Lass 
having spied in the southern part of the wall a spot proper for 
his design applied a ladder upon which some of his men mount 
ed dircctl) Luckily for the besieged that Doctor Fullerton 
with some officers and a few Tallngas Immediatel) ran to that 
part, where one of the officers finding a rocket under his liand 
set fire to it threw it and against the Frenchman whom it over 
threw in the ditcli w hether dead or abve. The report having 
brought bhitab-r4y to the spot he ordered his men to go round 
out of the gate and to take the assaulters m Bank which being 
bravel) executed by those people, whilst the TaJingas fired upon 
them from the wall the French were repulsed and obliged to 
desist Twodav after at about four o clock in the mommg 
MSsher Lass commenced another attack on the western side of 
the city and he placed his cannon and mortars with so good 
effect that a general terror seised the iDhabltants /U the same 
time another attack was formed on the eastern side by Zin ei 
abedip-qhan of whose valour and high character we have made 
mention In our account of Mahmed-eSh-qhan s retreat Part of 
the wall which was of masonry bad been thrown down by the 
French artillery and Zin el-abedln-qhan having ordered his 
standard bearer to precede planted some ladders and mounted 
immediately himseJf the foreroont Being arrived upon the top 
of the wall he planted fus standard with his owm hand and was 
soon joined bj a few men that were emulous of his bravery 
and these commenced firing upon the garrison, which stood be- 
low, and killed so many men that the others thought proper to 
seek their safety by flight Nevertheless that brave officer was 
not within the place as yet The wall was lofty and it became 
necsssary to draw up the ladders and to let them down again 
a manoeuvre that took up some time, and put it in the power of 
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P8r-dil-qhan-ball8ch, the DjonpSrian, to come up with his corps, 
and to support the garrison A warm firing ensued, which soon 
brought Doctor Fullerton with a few Tahngas thither, and 
matters became doubtful, when some musket-ball hit Zin-el- 
abedin-qhan in the leg, and shattered the bone into shivers He 
was supported by his men, who took him up in their arms, and 
were at the pains of letting him down the wall in that condition, 
and thither they all followed him, no one daring to stand his 
Sfround without their brave Commander 

All this while I had been fast asleep , but being now awaken- 
ed by the roaring of the cannon, I got up, and went on the ter- 
race of Mir-abdollah’s house, (184) (a gentleman of whom mention 
has already been made more than once) from w'hence I had a 
good view of the double attack carrying on at the eastern and 
southern sides of the city Our whole quarter was up now, and 
in the utmost terror and confusion Luckily that the day clear- 
ing up, I discovered beyond the sands which were in the river's 
bed, and on the opposite side of the shore, some English colours 
and standards flying At the same time I observed some badja- 
rows and other boats putting off from the English factory, and 
making towards the opposite shore On sending for intelligence 
at the factory, I learned that Captain Knox had brought up m so 
sliort a time, as thirteen days only, a detachment from Bardevan, 
and that Mr Amyatt was sending boats to bring them over It 
being now broad day, I took Mir-abdollah with me and went to 
see Ram-narain, who lived in Ismiil-qhan’s seat, whose garden 
came close to the city's berme He was pale, his lips dry, his 
whole person impressed with fear, nor was ’Doctor Fullerton 
himself without some emotion And no wonder, people were 
now under general apprehensions that, although the last attack 
had been got over wdth the utmost dilficulty, yet the next might 
prove more difficult, the general opinion being now, that the 
enemy had found out the way to get within the city, and had 
only miscarried by an accident It became notorious now that 


(184) Called by the author Sefevi, because he drew his pedigree from the5‘^y?, 
or of the Sefian race, one of the first founders of which was Shah-seji, who reigned 
m Iran, or Persia, in the fourteenth century However, SheJfhdtder is the real 
founder 
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there wai a breach in the wall, andjthat the same scene would 
bo commenced a£paln the next night and as PSr dil>qhan had 
been wounded with moU of hu people in succounng the breach 
no troops could be prevailed npon now to go on that service, 
although the breach had been made up with mud for so prevalent 
were everyone s fears, that they all declined marching thither 
The discouragement being then so general, the dty could not 
hold out another night and wonid assuredly be taken in which 
case Ram naniin whh his family and garrison would fill in the 
enem) s power infallibly Such were the discour'ics of that 
issembl) and such the face of things In a moment I made 
sign to Doctor Fullerton and I Informed him that an English 
detachment was coming Ah Engluk dttachmtnt said he with 
amazement ^htre and how T f explained m> intelligence He 
was transported with joy luid Ram nariin hearing it com 
raenced to breathe freely and he sent a messenger to ascertain 
that piece of ncvis. The messenger returned, and conBrmed 
my report The Governor now got up and seemed to have 
commenced to Itve anew Prom Ram nariin s house I went 
with Doctor Fullerton to Mir^abdoUab s and from thence to 
Mr Amyatt s, where I found Captain Knox who was an acquam 
tance of mine and there I learned that be bad set out from 
Bardevao with five companies of Tahngas and one company to 
European English which detichmcnt having performed in thirteen 
ila)S a march of full nineteen stages was overcome with 
fatigue although that officer to leave no excuse to the soldiers 
u‘%cd to march on foot himself the whole day and to give in 
example of patience to all I heard also that the reason of their 
having come b) the other side of the Ganga, was out of in 
apprehension lest the enemy should advance a detachment to 
meet them by which incident their purpose mighthave been wholly 
defeated, orat least, their march so much impeded that meanwhile 
the Emperor might have rendered himself master of the atv 
Mr Amjratt w as busy In sending wine and other refreshments and 
necessaries to the detachment and he advised the Commander 
to let his people take some rest that day In the evening Captain 
Knox embarked with his detachment, and with colours flying 
and drums beating he landed at the Western gate from whence 
he marched with a military look and a rcsolnte conotenance 
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through the markets and the high street, as far as the castle, to 
the great comfort of the citizens, who on beholding the English 
march through their city, gave up their apprehensions about an 
escalade, and about an assault, and said openly, that now that 
the English were within their walls, the enemy would not dare 
to came to attack again. As soon as night came on. Captain 
Knox with two other officers more and a guide, got out of the 
city, and having approached unperceived close to the enemy’s 
quarters, he viewed carefully the outside of the walls, and the 
enemy’s encampment, with the roads leading to it, as well as 
the situation of the ground, and then returned within, without 
having been discovered The next day, at about noon^day, a 
time when Cam-car-qhan had just eaten his meal, and laid down 
his clothes to take his usual nap, the English were already in his 
camp , and whilst his men, accustomed to the Indian habit of 
taking their afternoon nap likewise, had retired to some shady 
place for that purpose, or were busy in preparing their victuals, 
or in some other avocation, the Captain made suddenly his ap- 
pearance with a small number of men, and made a discharge of 
musquetry unexpectedly On the first fire the troops in the in- 
trenchment turned about, and fled in the utmost consternation, 
leaving Cam-car-qhan to shift for himself This General, sur- 
rounded by the English forces, thought himself undone , he had all 
the pains in the world to make his escape , and it was without 
either turband, clothes, or slippers The Captain having taken 
away some of the enemy’s colours, then flying on the entrench- 
ment, with some other things that happened to be in his way, 
returned in triumph After such an adventure, Cam-car-qhan 
had no stomach for tarrying any more in the suburbs of the city , 
he decamped immediately and pitched his tents in the plain, and 
at a distance from the houses, for fear of being surprised in the 
night time In a few' days more he found his place untenable , 
and quitting his post, he repaired to Gaya-manp8r, where he 
turned his views towards raising contributions for the Emperor, 
who having no other resource but that Zemindar, who obliged to 
give his consent to whatever he proposed. Meanwhile he had 
several times invited my forgiven father to come to his, camp, 
and the latter had excused himself as often, under a variety of 
pretences , but in fact, because he nghtly concluded that such a 
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tep of his wouid render him odious to the Govcronientoi Azim 
bad TTie Emperor took offence at this refusal , and Cam-car- 
|han was aggravating the arcu mstances of it but as be was a man 
if expedients, be proposed to bring blm to camp ^vitbm twenty 
our hours by only ordering the Marhalta ShyS bahat to make 
omo excursions on his estate and Djaghin lands The Emperor 
ipproved his expedient, and laid bti commands on the Marbatta 
>£ficer accordingly j so that the whole estate was going non to 
je plundered and sacked when roy father thought proper to 
itay ShyS-bahat's execution by expressing bU readiness to repair 
0 the Imperial camp ind he forthwith prepared his equipage 
Bti this intelligence no sooner came to the ears of Ram nariin 
:han he attempted to put an end to aU intercourse between the 
English and me, by giving an exaggerated account of this affair to 
Amyatt He said, ' that GbSlani boss^in qban by bis Intercourse 
" with the English, was enabled to give his father infonnatloo of 
every word and every transaction in the place This his father, 
although a subject of ibis Government and highly beholden 
' to it for the favour of being reinstated In the possession of bis 
Djaghir, was prepariug to repair to the Impenal camp and to 
add fuel to a ffre that was already consuming the land He 
added that GhSUuu hoss^in-qhan must be enjomed to write to 
* bis father so effectually, as to oblige bim to abandon such a mis> 
chievous design On this rcpreBenlation Mr Arayatt desired 
me to comply with the request f answered by taking God 
‘ Almighty to witness that since 1 had attached myself to the 
English, I had ceased all correspondence uith my father hovjng 
‘ never so miuJi as w rote him a letter or even sent him a message 
that what Ram nardin had been pleased to say was true only 
' in part, the rest being founded on mere mismformabon that 
‘ it was notonous that my father after having by a vanety of 
‘ artifices got rid of the Emperor’s service was living peaceably 
' upon hi5 estate in the middle of bu family and dependants 
' and now that be is threatened with mm and devastation, pray 
sir, what party would you have him take ? At a time when 
Ram narim armed as he is, with all the powers of Governraeot, 
finds hitnscll unable to cope with the Emperor what can my 
father do, who lives in the flat cooutry and m an open town 
where bis consort, his family, his honour are exposed to every 
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" incursion ^ Rani-narain, appreliensive lest my father, by com- 
“ mg to live in town, and rendering his merit known to the 
“ English, should inspire them with the thoughts of putting him 
“at the head of the Government, is afraid of giving him leave to 
“ reside m this city , and at the same time he pretends that he 
“ought in an open plain to resist the Imperial will, and to with- 
“ hold his submission , doubtless he must, in his own defence, 
“ submit to the Emperor’s commands. But if it be intended that 
“ he should not join the enemy, then let an order be sent him to 
“come and reside in the city , else, to send him injunctions not 
“ to join the Emperor, and not to submit to him, is nugatory , 
“ nor IS such an order of a nature to admit execution “ This 
speech made some effect , and Mr Amyatt, who was a man of 
sense, and of a liberal disposition, having attentively heard what 
I had said, acknowledged the rationality of it, but added, that 
although he was convinced of it, he saw no inconvenience in send- 
ing the letter requested To oblige therefore that gentleman, 1 
Look pen and u rote just such a letter as Ram-narain had desired, 
and I put it in his hands , but to repel still more that Governor’s 
imputation, 1 could not help observing, “ that Ram-narain's 
“ earnestness on that subject seemed calculated to render my per- 
“ son odious, together with that of my father’s , that such letters 
“and such requests would never prevent my father from taking 
“ party with the Emperor , and if it was really intended to pre- 
“ vent that step, the best method would be to require him to come 
“ to town with his family , otherwise he would unavoidably betake 
“ himself to the only expedient that could secure his life, honour, 

“ family and property , and in fact, the truth is, that i had not 
“ the least correspondence with either my father or my brother, 

“ or anyone in the Imperial camp , and that I carried the pre- 
“ caution so far on that subject, that whenever chance would 
“ have iL so, that anyone in the service of the enemy should 
“ come to see me, I constantly declined the interview , and God 
“is my witness, that treason, artifice, and insincerity have never 
“ been in my character, nor are in it to this day. 1 thank His 
“ Divine Goodness, that he made me live everywhere with honoui 
“and dignity, and that I have had opportunities to see with my 
“ own eyes, that traitors and artificious people, so far from pros- 
“ paring' in this world, soon ot late, with all their cunning and 
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‘ shrewdness, fall into misfortunes, and are rewarded according 
" to their deserts ” 

T1i£ plftio Abmed I w **, ind ib« pUja Abmtd »iti I »tJll 

After this short digression, which the historian s character 
seemed to require, and which the candid readers benignity shall 
doubtless forgive let us revert to my father That nobleman, 
obliged to quit his residence of Hoss6in abad took his second 
son,Naki aaiy-qhan with him, and repaired to the Imperial camp, 
where he was received with the utmost regard and distinction 
The Emperor presented him with i qhylaat of four pieces, coni 
posed of a turband that had been rolled on bis Imperial head 
and of a salt of clothes wbfeb be bad put on He became his 
Pnrae Minister of State Ids Deputy m Uic signet office and the 
centre of all business civil and military, as well as tiie person to 
whom all the Grandees paid llieir court. Cam*car qhan bjniself 
thought proper to pay liim his respects , and MHsher Lass came 
to visit him 1 he Emperor had fixed his residence in the 
neighbourhood of ficary which is surrounded by the lands be 
longiog to the two Radjas Sunder sing and Bohor sing there 
be spent liu tune in anxious expectation of recelvingfrom day to 
day some letUr of the Abdali king with his injunctions to the 
PnDce* and Grandees of HiodosUn to recognise his authonty 
and his dtle (185} Instead of that news came that Qbadum 
hassen-qban whose reconciliation with jMiren had been but 
superficial and who cootinaed to harbour heavy suspicions against 
him, was marching to joia the imperial army and to nd bimteH 
for ever of Miren and his father But first of all he took care 
before his departure from PSrania, to plunder at pleasure lus owo 
country and to squeeze money from whomsoever he could rt^ach 
wliethcr high or low then only did lie set out on Ins march He 
earned with him a full treasury a numerous artillery and an 

(iSf) From irml atmlUr psuag-tf u oor aatiior It appon that liace Nad/r* 
»hah a iDVaalon, hot abore all, stDca th* two mlffatj battles ia the proviocc of ruiiii, 
wber* the Alghaoj destroyed a hundred aad tweat/ thouumd BJarhattaj all the 
lodlaa Prisset* (the ilafmhata aaa at laastj achiKnrladxe a taeft aubonHoatioQ to 
the DSrraJi! or Abdali mooarchy Thb moefa ta cartaio, that the laofoagt 

and AbdaH drass bar* falocd all the northm parts of Hladostao, as far as 
Locnov wh«t the hxncreiCD wears It hi winter and speaks a few words of Pfiki* 
aod wbera erao the woman of the sers^lio make tt a pdat to mix some words of it 
Id their spee^ 
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army composed of picked men and choice troops, which he had 
been preparing this long while His army amounted to five or six 
thousand horse, and to ten thousand foot , his artillery was of 
forty pieces of cannon, large and small With such a force he 
resolved to join the Emperor, and taking his route along the 
opposite or nothern shore of the Ganga, he arrived at HadjipSr, 
which IS over against A^Jim-abad, but on the other side of the 
river Had this arrival happened some time before, when Azim- 
abad besieged by the Emperor, could hardly muster any force at 
all, whether Hindostany or English, there is no doubt but that 
he would have possessed himself of that city , would have thereby 
raised his reputation to the skies, and would have added a vast 
deal of power and lustre to the Imperial name But every event 
having Its moment assigned from above, how could the mattei 
happen otherwise or how could such a disposition from above 
suffer any alteration or any transposition whatever^ So impoit- 
ant an* intelligence could not but affect Ram-narain deeply , he 
went to Mr Amyatt, spoke much of the enfeebled state of his 
garrison, and of tiie smallness of its numbers, and seemed much 
depressed Mr Amyatt answered, “that at present there was 
“ little to fear from the Emperor, who was occupied in the pleasures 
“ of hunting and seeing dances, as well as busy in raising con- 
“ tributions , that until he might come again, he, as Governor of 
“ the place, ought to assemble the few troops he had, in order to 
“ keep one part on duty upon the walls, and make over the rest 
“ to Captain Knox, who had undertaken to fight Qhadum-hassen- 
“ qhan ” These words thunderstruck the Radja , he could not help 
expressing his amazement that the Captain with a few hundred 
men, should think of attacking a whole army of horse and foot , 
but finding that the scheme was fixedly determined upon, he went 
away to provide the intended re-inforcement , and he command- 
ed Sheh-hamid-eddin, and Sahab-dad-qhan, and some other of 
his Commanders, to cross over with their corps without delay, 
and to join Captain Knox Sahab-dad-qhan sent his bazar or 
sutlers, as well as his tents, not on the other side of the river as 
he was commanded, but in an island m the middle of the stream, 
whereon he displayed his standard , But Sheh-hamid-eddin 
having his house and family at ^HadjipSr, made no difficulty to 
cross over, although he only made a show' of his troops. The next 
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momiDg- Captain Knox prepared himself for creasing the ri\cr 
he had three or four companie:^ of Tallnga», one company of 
European English two held pieces and plenty of ammuniUon 
But 05 RiiO'Shitab rdy seemed attached to the Engffsh and a man 
of resolution , and he had in his pay about two hundred horse 
and fool that had proved vcr> active in the defence of the place, 
Mr Amyatt and the Captain proposed to him to be of the party 
ShiUb riy who wished no better accepted the offer and ^ith 
out further delay or preparative he joined Captain Knox, and 
crossed over with him -Vs to the auxiliaries vvliicli Ram 
nardln liad prbvided these men accustomed to that mcliiod 
that non disgraces all Hindostanics who talre up full ten days to 
dear their accounts with the treasury and take up full ten daj's 
more to be paid and to make their preparatives these men i say 
managed so slowly that not a man of them did join Captain 
Knox Na) Sheh hamid>eddin who to save appearances Iiad 
in fact crossed ov er and advanced two or three cosses was in 
reality so far from preparing for a battle that he went by night 
to Rioshitab riy and spoke to him in these words Sir, are 
you mad to come hither f The Radja does not love you, prob' 
ably and wishes to rid himself of your person and as to me 
on selectmg me for crossing over he had hjs views unqueation 
ably He wants to inherit one full lakh of rupees which are due 
to me as well as to ray people on our arrears these are his 
motives for sending you and me over to this warfare \v*ith our 
handful of men It is with us that be wants to fight at a dis- 
tance such a man as Qhadum hassen-qhan who bas seven 
' thousand py;:ied horse ten thousand niusqueteers exercised 
and forty pieces of cannon Will Captain Knox with his five 
hundred men and hi** two pieces of cannon fight himself against 
all that fore e ? Were those five hundred men to be of stone 
still they will be infallibly knocked down. 1 advice you, there 
fore, not to continue with them Imagine some excuse, and get 
yourself out of harm way As for my part, I am resolved to 
have nothing to do with this allair 

Sheh hamid-eddin after some other words to the same pur 
port went away \5 to Sahab-dad-qhan he was yet in tenm 
when Qhadum hassen-qhan was already encamped at about six 
or seven cosses from Captain Knox. This officer finding the 
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enemy so near, came in the dark to Rao-shitab-ray’s quarters, 
and proposed to surprise them in the dead of the night Our 
people^ said he, are tn very small numbers , and I am afraid 
lesty on seeing the multitudes of the enemy y they take fright 
and lose their senses. I propose^ therefore^ to fall on the eiiemy 
by night , for / reckon either that -we shall defeat and disperse 
theniy or that we shall destroy his ammunition and spike hi^ 
artillery, as well as seise his money In either case, we shall 
disable the enemy effectually from doin^f anything Sliitab- 
xiy answered, “ that he had no will of his own , that he agreed 
“ in his scheme, and would follow him whithersoever he would 
“ lead the way, being entirely at his command " Then, replied 
“ the Captain, take your meal, go to sleep, and let yout people 
do the same, as we must he up by the middle of the ni^ht 
Shitab-rdy did as he was bid , and he was up at midnight, when 
the Captain sent for him This officer left one company of 
Talingas for the guard of his tents, and marched with the rest, 
under the guidance of an harcara, or guide, who the preceding 
day had viewed the road, up to theeqemy's camp, and had come 
back again By a particular ill-luck, the night proved so dark 
that the man lost his way , and they had much marched already, 
when the Captain approaching one of Shitab-rdy’s men, who 
had his match-Iock lighted, he found at his w.itcii that it would 
be day-light within two hours , he observed “ that this was the 
“ time when they ought to ha\e been within the enemy's camp , 
•' that It was now too late to fall upon them by surprise, and 
“ that there remained no better party than to return to camp " 
Shitab-rdy assented, and they returned to camp But hardly had 
they laid down their arms and washed their hands and faces, 
when Qhadum-hassen-qhan’s vanguard made its appearance at 
day-break The Captain being the first man up, got his men 
under arms, and sent word to Shitab-rdy to do the same , the 
latter armed himself, got his men ready, and joined the English, 
resolved to share their fate As soon as Qhadum-hassen-qhan 
saw the English out of their camp, he sent a body of troops, 
who plundered it thoroughly, and killed or wounded some men 
that had been left in it, as well as some others that were coming 
to join the Captain from the city. Many more had time to fly 
back , and some frightened chairmen with their palekies on their 
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shoulders, finding those boats at the \vater*£ide that liad been 
provided for an emergency, got into tlicm and crossed over 
to the city Meanwhile Qhadum hossen qhon’s troops having 
divided into several bodies, attacked the English on all sides 
The latter stood their ground undauntedly, firing their cannon 
with steadiness and precision, their officers standing over them, 
and directing their fire, with the utmost coolness and intrepidity 
Shitab rdy was doing the same on his side he was animatiDg 
his men to do their duty and whenever the enemy attempted 
to approach too near they were constantly repulsed by Sbitab- 
riya advanang on them or by being occasionally assisted by 
some cannon shot directed from the Engiisb line against those 
that pressed upon him The engagement was maintained on 
both sides m this manner ns late as twelve o clock at this time 
Mir-afayl, General to the enemy s troops, received orders from 
his master, to form the whole army In two bodies, and to attack 
at once on both sides. But as they bad already observed that 
m this manner they had lost an infinity of horses by the English 
cannon balls, they all alighted and marched op on foot and 
now the cannon ceasing on both tides the engagement went on 
with musket firing only 

I was at that ume standing on the wharf of the English 
factory and looking at the runaways that were crossmg the water 
Mr Amyatt was standing close to me looking with his glass 
and on distinguishing an English paleky be concluded that it 
must bo some wounded officer which they were bringing back 
At last the boats arrived and the men landed but as they had 
fled in a panic, everyone of them reported that the English were 
undone, and that Qhadum hasseD>qhaD bad gained the victor) 
As they were unanimous in their report, fear and anxiety seued 
not only Ram nariiP, and the whole of the Inhabitants of the 
city, but the Englisb of the factory themselves who listened to 
every explosion in great apprehensions of what might happen 
I was with Mlr-abdollah, my fnend, and some others, dose to 
Mr Amyatt, and endeavounng to enconrage that gentleman and 
the rest by some obserratioDB of mine ' I took notice that these 
men gave no detail at all that they seemed overcome with 
fear that the smoke on the other side of the water was kept 
up and the report of cannon and musquetry continued How 
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“ then could those runaways know that the English were defeat- 
" cd ? If they have been defeated, who are those then that go 
“ on actually with the engagement?*' After saying these few 
words, I went to Mir-abdollah’s house, and standing on the 
terrace with a number of others, I was listening and looking. 
At this very moment a great explosion rent the air. On hear- 
ing it, I exclaimed out “that now, if after this we should hear 
“the report of the cannon, then the English were victorious ; 
“ else, it would prove the very reverse*’ Another explosion 
followed , and then for some moments all was silent again , and 
people became anxious and fearful as the cannon was heard no 
more. But this was not my opinion , and I declared that Qhadum- 
hassen-qhan was vanquished, and retreating No one amongst 
the by-standers would believe me, so confounded were they with 
atonishment and fear A moment after, some guns were heard 
again, and then they ceased entirely , but instead of that, we 
• perceived a sudden flame that flashed out very high, and then 
subsided totally , and this flashing was successively observed 
several times. By this time the day was far spent, and the 
evening approaching, when a note come to Mr. Amyatt from 
Captain Knox, which mentioned that the enemy was defeated 
and flying This intelligence was sent to all the principal men 
of the city, and occasioned a deal of joy On this intelligence 
I u'ent to the factory to compliment the gentlemen, when on the 
dusk of the evening Captain Knox himself crossed over, and 
came with Shitab-ray in his company, they were both covered 
with dust and sweat , the Captain then gave some detail of the 
battle and paid the greatest encomiums to Sliitab-ray’s zeal, 
activity and valour He exclaimed several times Tins is a real 
Navvab , I never saw such a Navvah tn my life. K few moments 
after Ram-nar^in was introduced , he had in his company both 
Mustapha-c81i-qhan, and Mahmed-afac, the ciitval of the city, 
with some other men of consequence, who on hearing of the 
arrival of those two men had flocked to the factory , and on 
seeing them alone, could not help believing that they had escap- 
ed from the slaughter , so far were they from conceiving that a 
few hundreds of men could defeat a whole army Nor could 
they be brought to believe (impressed as they were with Hindian 
notions) that a Commander would quit his army so unconcernedly, 
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unless he liad indeed run away from it nor would they listen to 
what Mr Amyatt repeatedly sold to convince Ram nariin and 
the others of their mistake Mr Amyatt went on recounting, 
that os “ Mir afzyl had been defeated with bis troops, it could 
''not be said that Qhadum hassen qhan bad gained the victory, 
since hr had no other troops than those led on by Mir*afryl 
‘ That one might reckon on his having been certainly defeated 
as his troops were dispersed, and himself retreating and rctir 
'ing far off, to be out of the reach of a surprise. He added, that 
" the Captain finding no enemy in the held of battle, or in their 
“ camp had pursued for a whole cosse , that he bad brought away 
“ ail the enemy's cannon and baggage as well as vast a number 
" of his wounded which last he had taken care of and that he 
had set on fire nil the pouder and ammanitton uhJch hod fallen 
m his hands so that the blaze which had been perceived arose 
from that ei^ecution That the CnpUun hnding the enemy gone 
‘far off had left the command of his troops to his officers and 
' returned to the factory to take some rest and as SbUab-ray 
' had now extremely endeared bimself to the English, he had 
'< brought him over for the same purpose Ram narim and the 
others haviug their incredulity a httle affected by such a arcums 
tsntial detail returned borne somewhat easier than thc> had 
come In the morning the same account came from several 
places ^d ceased to be doubtful Qbadum bassen-qban had 
fled towar-ds Bctiah and the English and Shitab-ri/s troops 
having tarried a feu days more, crossed over and came back to 
town It is from that time that we must date the high character, 
for bravery and abilities, to which Shitab nCy rose amongst the 
English He from that moment won the hearts of the whole 
nation and all to a man became convinced of the sincerity of 
his Zealand attachment , and really he deserved that confidence, 
having afforded ample matter for It Nor were the dignities and 
the station to which he was raised afterwards, owing to anj 
thing else but to the gratitude ol the English, and to their talent 
for singling out and selecting men of parts. ^ 

A few days after this victory intelligence came that Miren 
with the forces of Beugal, commanded by Colonel Clive now 
styled Siif-djung (x86) was hastening to Aiim-abad by continual 


(186) Th« norl the State io bettlee. 
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marches The Court of iM8rsh8d-abad informed, that Qhadum- 
habsen-qlian was going thither with a great force by the northern 
side of the water, whilst the Emperor was master of the southern 
shore, entertained the more apprehensions on that subject, as 
the Navvab knew how small a force was that which Ram-naram 
could muster, and how small would prove the resistance which he 
could afford to make against two such pow erful enemies It was 
therefore resolved that Miren, who was his father’s General, should 
march to Ram-narain’s assistance Letters came at the same 
time from Ram-nariin, which complained of the smallness of his 
force , and they were supported by Mr Amyatt, w ho on his side 
took care to represent that he needed an immediate assistance 
These representations made such an impression at MSrshSd- 
abad, that Miren set out 'with a numerous army, and numerous 
artillery He had with him Colonel Clive and his English, and 
they arrived near A/Jim-abad at the end of the dry season , but 
did not enter the city, as Qhadum-hassen-qhan was encamped 
on the other side ol the Ganga They crossed theretore that 
ri\ er in pursuit of the enemy It was at the beginning of the 
month of Zilcaad, of the year 1173 of the Hegira The Governor 
of PSrania, who had been defeated by Captain Knov’s small 
force, did not think himself a match for the joint efforts of Um 
army of Bengal, and the English of the Colonel’s, yet he con- 
tinued to express himself in a very high flowm style , but it was 
only out of policy, and in reality, he was impressed with black 
fears, and wished only for an opportunity to make his escape to 
some place of safety Nor was such a measure easy The river 
Gandec, which comes from the mountains of the north to join 
the Ganga at some distance w'est of HadjipSr, was full on his 
passage , nor could such a river be crossed over by so numerous 
an army, and so immense a baggage, as his, without a large 
number of boats , and on the other hand, Miren having marched 
several days consecutively, was now over against him On this 
intelligence, Qhadum-hassen-qhan dismissed his baggage in the 
latter part of.the night, and with an army thus disincumbered, 
he marched so expeditiously, that in the morning he could hardly 
be discovered from the vanguard of Miren’s army, being already 
at so great a distance Miren, who took those troops to be the 
Shah-zada’s army, of which he was afraid, as he had received 
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tuo wounds from them, declined the combat and he also sent 
word to the English to caution them against being too eager in 
pursuing the enemy A few shot only, %vitb some musket bails 
were exchanged from a distance and whilst matters were yet 
uncertain, Qhadum hassen qhan, who Iiatl got near the woody 
country which he had been seeking, found means to effect his 
escape before the mistake could be corrected Mlrcn pursued 
without seeing an enemy and after advancing somccosscs, oven 
beyond him he found Ulmscif on the banks of a rher w'ithout 
knowing whither he was going or where he was actually But 
now his last day ivas come and the moment of his deatli w'as 
at band. Most of Qbadorn-liassen>qbaD s men bad lost tbeir 
way both because they were m a forest, (187) and because they 
were confounded by having the enemy at their heels Dispersed 
in the middle of the woods it became impossible for them to 
reach the rendezvous It Is even reported that Qhadum hassen 
qhan for want of accommodations had passed tl>e whole night 
upon his elephant as did most of his men upon their horses 
and that be had undergone every hardship imaginable during 
the whole mghL At daybreak his people could not discover 
the rooming star and they concluded that it must be hidden by 
the chain of mountains close to which they supposed themselves 
to be actually But now tbeir case was deplorable they had a 
river in front the enemy m the rear and were at a loss what 
would become of them The next morning luckily for them 
MIren s last hour was now come that hour which the Divine 
Providence bad set apart for that tyrant 5 chastisement and for 
a day of retribution For now the rainy season had set in with 
its usual fury and at the b^j^ning of the night there fell such 
a violent storm of rain as obscured the world from Miren and 

(187) No mu th&t hu not »c*o tbe foraxts of India, cao have in Idea of the 
darknau ud botroT by which a rliitar u at once ummadad. Lofty trees eter 
nallyfmo, srowio{ close together intercept, oot only tha light of tb« stm, bat the 
Tcry sight of the sky Not a loaf U aeeo morlnj^ aot a bird la aeso hopping aboat, 
bare soma crows and chirplag Is as ookoown there as would be an- orgu tooched 
by a Haodei. Such are the forests that boned Bengal on tbe north ud sneb 
tbe 5chvan or Tte forest that boond h oo the west and sonth west. Myriads of 
red aets, still more formidable by thdr eogrraons blgaess thu by their voraoty 
seem, d well as stopeodoos serpents, to be the caiy Inhabitants of those looely 
woods that la, the westara ooes As (or tigen>, Irons, deer ud other annnals. 
they teem to avoid them, and to cevei tbe thickets and grassy plaias. 
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his flatterers, and turned the luminous days of his life and pros- 
perity into utter darkness and everlasting obscuriL}' It was now 
ten o’clock at night , but the rain continuing with unremitting 
violence, he had already dismissed two or three of his favourites, 
such as Seyd-mahmed-qhan and Himmet-qhan, two men who 
were his intimates and aUvajs with him Half an hour after, 
Miren observint{ that the storm and rain increased in violence, 
quitted the spacious tent in which he then was, and went into 
one smaller and safer , one of those called Dilir-qhani-palls or 
tents, which are much lower and much closer to the ground, and 
likewise made fast by a greater number of iron pins As he 
intended to pass the night there, one of his tw'o or three favourite 
women which always followed him wherever he went, presented 
herself at the foot of his bed, together with a story-teller and 
another servant, whose office was to chuppy his limbs, (iS 8 ) as 
It IS termed in India But as that woman's last hour was not yet 
arrived, she was dismissed, and the servant entering immediate- 
ly, fell a-handling his feet and legs, whilst the story-teller com- 
menced his narrative to lull him asleep God knows whether 
*Miien really fell asleep, 01 whether he only waited for the Angel 
of death with his eyes open This much is certain that, at that 
very moment, a threatening thunder rent the air with a dreadful 
crash , and the lightning of revenge and retribution, rushing 
down from the clouds upon his guilty head, deprived him of a 
life which he so little deserved. He was found dead, just as he 
was upon his bed, without any motion at all having preceded his 

(j 88) There are two ways of lulling asleep in India The first, by the chuppy, 
a method of handling, from the feet upwards, all the members successively , opening 
the palm of the hand as if going to gripe hard a handful of flesh, and yet grasping 
it so gently, as hardly to ’ make any impression The person that operates, is 
always a young one, and with long fingers, and a satined skin The second way 
is called dahh, or dabna, and consists in striking all the members successively with 
gentle fifty cuffs In general, people indulge id having two persons operabng at 
one and the same time on each side, each m different methods, whilst the tale-teller 
contributes his part, by rehearsings omeludicrous, luscious, or high flavoured, or 
grave and affecting tale, and there are some that deserve to be pnnted, being 
exceedingly curious and affecting (I regret the loss of such a collection ) Within 
the seraglio, these three offices must be performed by women , and these, to the 
difference of men, have high salanes , but they must-be pretty, elegantly dressed, 
witty, and ready at repartees And it is from several of these that had belonged to 
t Shudja-ed-doulah’s seraglio, and to others, that the collection above had been made 
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dissolution Thus did lie faij a sacnfice to tijc Divine vengeance 
Tbe flame that bad burned that odious man, communicated 
Itself to the servant and to tbc story tellcTj and burned to asbes 
the rising plants of the existence of those tuo persons 

B«ware of a Iwd mto s coenpaojr beware 
' Pre>erre us frooi that, O t God, •> frooi the 6re of bdL 

The rain and storm having ceased after some time, the 
servants that watclied without, and whose turn it was to relieve 
the ti\o otlierb that were on du 1\ came into the tent and found 
Miren with those two unfort unatc yoaths plunged m the 
endless sleep of anaihllotioQ and although such a sight did 
mneb surprise and fnghten them they recollected their minds 
enough to awaken some officers and some other persons without 
tumult and without notsc These getting silently mto the tent 
examined the body, and found that it had no fewer than five or 
SIX boles 0 D the bead, with six or seven streaks on tlie belly and 
back and these last looked like so many strokes infiicted by 
anangryubip Oothesabre (189) which was dose to his pillow 
they discovered two or three hoIe» where the metal seemed to 
have run but the wood of his bed towards bis bead was entirely 
rotten This strange event having been reported to His Highness 
the learned and excellent Shcb mabmed-aaly haain (whom Cod 
may place amongst the highest of bis elect') that holy man 
who knew Miren s character turned to the by standers and said 
See hew the lightning from above has by dint of search found 
out its man in the recess of that small tent 

(189) It ii castomuy to Uj • ubra at tba pillow of men of dlctloctloo, not 
afalost meo, but agmJast evil tpliit*, which are reported in India to be afraid of 
bare sabrea and h U for that raaaoo Ukewlaa, that women in cbikhhed fa jvo ahray^ 
one at thdr bead plllcw aod alao are •uiroeodad and corered by four oiahaatbed 
•abrea wfaen they come forth on the alath day to thew the stan or tfao lun to 
tbdr new-bom and they are preceded by an onaheaifaed (word, wbenever they 
to the bathing place, or to any ooe atlU more a ecre C 
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Detestable charade} of A/}}e}}, that wo} thy so}i of Mir- 
iljaafe}'s, a'ho keep'i a li\t }eady of th}'ee hiDuired pe}SO}is, 
which he uitcnded to mitidei — The two P/ iiicesses, pi tsoners at 
Dacca, coudeoiiied to death, itihuitf to their fate with an heioual 
} esigiiatioii — Colonel Clive, for icasoin of Jits own, quits India 
— Flollwell, Governoi at Calcutta — Vaimttart, Governor of 
Calcutta — Tha Shah-cada futi the whole of the piovince of 
Dahar under coiiti ihution — Aniyatt forms a strong party against 
X'auMttait in the council — Vansiftai t, who intends only to give 
a Deputy to the Navvah in the perwn of Mn ^ca'iwin, hn son-in- 
law, IS foiced to make hint abiolute — liaise administration of Mir- 
cassem-qhan’s , he disciplines his troops after the European 
manttei — Gin ghin-qhan , an Armenian, his piincipal Minister 
and Genet al — The Radja of DirbhoQtii tevolts — Ills ai my routed 
by a handful of English — Majot Carnac defeats the Shah-aada 
totally, and takes MSshet Lass prisoner — Revolution at Delhi 
— The victonous Abdul v-monatch strongly recommends 'luhmis- 
sion to the Shah-zada, now Shah-aalem — The latter is visited 
and recognised by the English — Mii -cassem ai t ives with an army 
at Azim-abad , and under the injluence of the English, renders 
homage to the Emperot — Amyatt would have no objections to 
Mir-ca^sem, were not the latter supported by Vansitfart — Ram- 
narain, Vice'^oy of Azim-abad , brought under Mir-cassem’s 
controiil — Immense sums amassed by the latter — He provides 
himself with able Generals — He receives the author's father with 
the utmost respect — Obliged to suspect everyone, he interrupts 
all social intercourse — Great abilities of Mtr-cassem — A cons- 
piracy discovered and punished — Singular story and execution 
— Governor Vansittart, to put an end to the dissensions between 
the English and Mir-cassem, makes a visit to the latter at 
Mongher — Gurghin-qhan's expedition in Nepal miscarries — 
Serious disputes between the English and Mir-cassem — 
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Untonscionable principles and conduct of the party against 
Vansittart^Mtr<assemt floating between submxsnon and war, 
is determined to the latter by Gurgktn gkan's preponderance^ 
The Djagat-seats two potent brothers, setaed at MSrshSd^bad 
and earned to Afongher^Amyatt sent in embassy to Mir 
cassen, spoils everything by his kaughttness-^The conferences 
broke^Amyatt returns towards Calcutta 

We have heretofore obterved that Mlren had made himself 
easy by the murder of Qhadja haddy-qban and of Mir>cazem 
qhan jost as hia father had on htstide eased hu mind by murder 
ing Sadacat mahmed^qbaii, and Sheb abdSI vehab qhan whom 
he had blown at one of his guns. This expeditions nay of dis 
polling their suspicions, had taken entire possession of their 
hearts and especially of the son's who now commenced murder 
ing promiscuously men and women, just as one name occurred 
to him sooner than another Matters went so far that he 
murdered some women of his own seraglio (190) having cut off 
their heads with tus own hand and sabres be even used to say 
That the after tusptaoM clearness meant nothing else 
but that any suspected person by being dispatched directlN 
cleared all suspicions at once and he insisted that an) other 
acceptation of that adage was absurd and afforded no sense ' 
in consequence of this now faogled system of his, he rcpeatedl) 
wrote to Djessarct-qban Governor of Djehanghir nagur^acra 
a nobleman highly respected in that province to put to death 
those tivo unfortunate defenceless aged women in whose hou'?e 
bis whole family as well as himself, had found not only bread 
but the highest preferment , those menlorious women who bad 
been of late highly instrumental m raising him to the summit of 

(190) Tb«ra esme st tlist tlio« from Pitns, or Azln>4bad, to MSnb8d*<b*d, 
oo thdr to Cakotts, two pretty ProtnfQsze wDiB«a ] that la, womao of that 
ombrenroed colotir wbkh daKBiulod from aotso Perto^en of old. Ooa of tbam 
waa a widow tnit her rider waa a riiyla. Mirea, who baaid of their fiftno, seat 
to offer them a dlstlogulabod place fo fala aaragUo hot the/ eacioed themaclTea 
00 their bdo^forblddan b/thalr reDfloo from commeada^tach coaDoctiooi Thej 
were infferad to proceed to PmUsty where two or three hat men, thdr bieadt, were 
mordared, aod tht women brenght bach to U 0 ah 3 d.abad, wfaera thej were pot la 
hflrao a aaragUo \ and we are apt to napact that the two womea pot to daath, are 
DO otbe thaa thau aofortooata creatdroi^ who diad rix months after Tbaj wera 
reported to hare eent messages to aome Portagoexe, or FrecchoMii, in Mirra's 
artinatj by whose cootrivaoca thaj expected to escape to Calcutta, 
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'er. Those women were the two eldest daughters of Aaly- 
Jy-qhan, (Gahasity-begum and Ainnah-begum). Even against 
3e unfortunate beings, now e\iled, forgotten, and reduced to 
erty and distress , even against these he conceived suspi- 
is, and he wrote accordingly in strong terms to Djessaret- 
n. This generous man, who himself owed his bread and 
ferment to those women and to their husbands, declined the 
3us task, and he wrote word, “ That he requested a successor 
Jght be sent him, m the government of the province, as he 
jshed to be excused from executing such orders " Upon 
request Miren, on the point of setting out for his last ex- 
ition against Qhadum-hassen-qhan, sent one of his friends 
1 instructions to put those unfortunate women in a boat, 
ler colour of bringing them to M8rsh8d-abad, and when out 
own, to sink the boat in some lonely place , he also wrote to 
ssaret-qhan to deliver those women to such a one, who had 
srs to bring them to MSrshSd-abad After signing these 
orders, he set out for Azim-abad , and his friend repairing 
Djehanghir-nugur, or rather taking the right road to hell, 
•led away those two unfortunate, friendless sisters, and 
er pretence of bringing them to M8rsh8d-abad, he put them 
I a boat and sheered off with his prize. Being arrived at a 
ily place fit for his purpose, he bid them purify them- 
es, (191) and put on clean clothes , — some say he informed 
n of his orders Gahasity-begum, who was the eldest, took 
ht and shed tears , but the youngest, who was Amnah-b'egum, 
ling towards her sister, endeavoured to console and pacify 
such fearSt my sister and why to weep ? said she , 

191) This purification, which is called or rather consists in 

mg the hands, mouth, nostrils, face, arms, head, neck, and feet, in a certain 
ler, and with certain rites and priyers, and this purification, with clean clothes, 
isible, .must always precede every legal prayer, that is, five times' a day 
e IS another higher purification, always practised by women after menstruation , 
»y both sexes after cohabitation, after (touching a dead body, &c , &c It is 
1 ghSsl, and consists either m plunging the whole body several times in pure 
or in pouring quantities of it over the head and shoulders The former 
cation, and if possible, the latter, are always required of a man who is going 
put to death The report is, that the officer’s orders were betrayed by his 
smotion and tenderness Mother, said he to the eldest sister, you have eaten 
ng the vihole dgy , eat something, for you are going to take a long journey — 
-here he was interrupted by his own tears and sobs, &c , &c 
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we were destined to die one day let that day be this — Here !>hc 
paused and taking a calmer tone of voice, she added Sister as 
we have been great sinners ourselvesiwe ought to thank God, that 
we are offered this method of expiation , and that we are not 
going without having placed our own load on Miren s shoulders 
After these feu uords, they both purified themselves, and putting 
on dean clothes, for want of winding sheets, they rubbed on 
their foreheads and on their bodies some of the holy (19a) earth 
raised from the tomb of the Pnoce of Martyrs and after asking 
pardon for their sms, they bid the man execute his orders The 
man seeming to hesitate, they both raised their hands and the 
youngest exclaimed, O / God Almighty, we are both sinners 
and culprits but we have committed no sin against Mtren On 
the contrary he awes to us everything in the world nor have 
we seen any better return from him, than this unjust order for 
putting us to death We hope therefore (193) ajter our 
death Thou sendest Thine lightning to crush kis guilty 

(19s) This earth comu from Kerbela, where U baried Hot»^ tb« tdoi, not 
ofthe Mtmolmea I0 fcaenJ but of the Sbjrab 1 b puHcDlax who call thhnuteirn 
/MBtfa, or Polodfiral^ 

(iQj) It N reourknble that Uw <jl« of tbli pr*7«r rau la the aame strain ai 
thow petitioaa preaented to and (t tub In the « me words u«ed la Cline 

a UII lo a Coart of jfaatice. 

(194} We are cwtaln that both the ImprecatKW and speech were meatiooed at 
M8r^hSd«abad fall thirty before any lDtelii|^eoc* rcouJied the dty of MXrea i 
death aoU locredible It may tooh at tb distance of time, this piece of news 
was stifled at first and what is tio^aUr bat true that death was ittilbated to the 
mschluartao of the Eoglitb say of the Eoglish Ooronmest that bad at all tixnn 
taken moch orobcage at that aspidog iplrH of ladependence so cOosptcooos In 
> Ulrea a words, sdll more than lo bi^ actfoaa, It was esaertod, that lili i iwn 
^ qhao who had already made his treaty public, oc prirate, wltb HohrdI GorcTBOr 
of Calcutta aod who coold oot compaaa his cod, ao longues Mireo abonld stand 
in bla way was really at the bottom of the whole contrivaocejffor contrlranca It 
I was called and not lightning) | aod tlil% together with the storm aed darkness of 
the night, as well as the boming of the tent, was made use of as a curtain to conceal 
ax>d colour the whole transart ton. Whet g re a atru g bias to the mlada on that 
occasion is, that thaf^oloneiblmsaifaeemed to h^re his doubts and that Loshlngton, 
his confidant and loterpreter wboco he sect to inspect the body was refused aulmit- 
taoce Uoreorer it is well knowo that aereral ofBcars of the Coload's family ai>d 
aepoogst others, Captain Camac, who held the first rank la It aod was on4joestloo> 
ably a man of extensive koowledg^ keen genius, and much Information spoke In 
strong terms of what tkry called this dark njftar Nererthelesa, all those ramours, 
and all those donbts will raoish when an impartial mind shall perpend (be folio* og 
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hcad^ and to exact from him a full revenge on our oojh account 
and that of our children After these few words, they pronounc- 
ed their profession of faith in the usual posture, (195) with the addi- 
tion conform to their particular belief , and having again kissed 
the holy bit of earth, they joined hands together, and jumped 
together in the boundless ocean of Divine mercy It is reported 
that the lightning fell on Miren, (at two hundred leagues from 
thence), that very night Some say that this event happened 
only a month after , but very accurate and very creditable persons 
affirm, that those unfortunate women s\iffered the fast day of 
Shevval, or the first of Zilcaad, in the year 1173 of the Hegira , 
and that the lightning fell on Miren the ninth of the same month ^ d. 
Almighty God, to Fhce belongs all revenge (196) It is likewise 

facts duly ‘ ist — The fact of the lightning is very probable 2nd — A body 
"murdered and burned, or scorched, has quite another appearance, from one struck 
" by lightning 3rd— Three men more ivcrc struck likewise , and these uiiques 
"tionablyhad friends and acquaintances who would have divulged everything 
" they might know or sec 4th — The body itself was seen with legs and a head 
" hanging for a whole day out of a haSdah sth — It was not buried immediately 
* to disappoint curiosity and enquiry, but sent off to a spot, si\ days’ journey from 
" thence, and exposed to a variety of prying eyes, in the many ablutions, fluicings, 

" and other rites, to the number of twenty or thirty, which are required by the 
“ Mussulman law 6th — The contrivance was not reproached to Mir-cassem sub- 
*' sequently, and not even after hii etpulsion 7th — The report died away of itself, 

" and like a popular rumour, to which a national jealousy against the prevalence 
*' of the English power, had given existence, as it docs to-day as well as ever 
" The amazing prosperity of that nation in India, and indeed every elsewhere, 

" being of a nature not to be easily forgiven by national envy, combined with 
" human malignity ’’ But as this imprecation about the lightning, and the catas- 
trophe by which it was followed, savour so much of the miracle, it must be re- 
membered that the imprecation, May the lightning fall upon thee, is very common 
in Bengal Bidjh gire terd 8ppar / Bidjli pare terd Sppar / 

[.IQS) The general profession of faith is that mentioned several times in the 
Koran, and it is this There is no God but God, and Mohammed >s His Messenger 
To this the Mussulmen, of the Shyah sect, or as they style themselves, the Imamis 
or Pontificals, have added some hundred years after, the words And Aaly is the 
Saint of God, as well as the heir and executor of the Messenger of God This pro 
fession of faith is commanded to be pronounced in a lofty, loud tone of voice, with 
a particular emphasis, the body erect, the face turned towards Mecca, the left hand 
hanging at length, the right raised to the height of the breast, with all the fingers 
and thumb clenched, save the index which must point to the horizon and to Mecca , 
to all these conditions, the Shyahs add, the right foot advanced, as if going to set 
out 

(196) A jcntciice of the Koran, often in the mouth of the oppressed 
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reported by people o( credit, and even by Miren’s intimate 
fnendb, that hu, in this hi 5 1 a:>t voyage carried about him a small 
pocket book, id which were inscribed no less than two or three 
hundred names and bo used to say tliat after haring beaten 
and chased both the Shah zada and Qhadum haasen^han, he 
^vouId return to MSrshSd abad and put to death everyone of 
tlicsc three hundred persons be suspected after which with a 
mind’ eased of its burden he would think of enjoying the com 
forts of life In the society of his fnends But God Almighty 
who Is the Lord and disposer of mankind did not permit that 
his bloody porposo should be brought to maturity Let the reader 
conclude from this catastrophe that when the Almighty Artist of 
the creabon sees His creatures addicted to enmes and sinning 
He sends some tyrant of a ruler amongst them who never fails 
to inflict the intended chastisement But it does not follow 
from thence, that He suffers the tyrant to lord it for ever over bis 
creatures , for tyrauny ^onot have any solid foundation nor is 
it everlssbng and in this manner is v rifled that striking sen 
tence revealed lu the Holy Wnt to the Prince of Messengers 
Duration and pormamruy are so/nritpifs allowed to infidiltiy 
but never to oppression and tyranny But if even after having 
exercised such acts of tyianoy the oppressors repent of their 
enmes, and revert to a life of innocence and a righteous mode 
of governing then it becomes possible that the Drvine justice 
should suffer them to irve and may forbear exbrpating their 
power by the root otherwise God makes the oppressor over to 
some other oppressor and the tyrant to some greater tyrant 
whose mission is to poll the other by the root for everything is 
possible to God says the Holv Wnt nor is anything out of the 
reach of its power — But let us revert to our narrabve of Miren s 
death 

^ The next morning at day break a man of credit went and 
informed the Colonel of thit tremendous event that had happen 
cd the eve for this General was the supreme Commander of 
the auxiliary troops whether EnglUb or Hindostanies, and the 
mam prop of the whole army of which in fact he was the head 
and supreme mover He Immediately adopted the opinion that 
this death ought to be kept secret aod be ordered the entrails 
and other parts to be taken out of the body and buned but 
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the body itself to be carried about, as if Mircn bad been only 
sick The ne\t day he beat the General, and marched off, the 
body being carried, stretched on the haodah of an elephant, the 
feet hanging outwards, as those of a sick man , but that very 
moment, it became public that it was only a dead body stretched 
on an elephant , and everyone on recollecting how Seradj- 
ed-doulah’s body had been brought into the city, did not fail to 
attribute this appearance to a full retribution on Miren’s in- 
humanity 

The Colonel, become by this death the sole Commander of 
both armies, advanced close to the fort of Betiah, where he 
tarried a little On the persuasion of Miren’s Ministers, and of 
Ram-narain’s agents, he sent to the Zemindar of that country 
a message mi^ed with threats, exhorting him to settle his ac- 
counts immediately The man, intimidated by the fame of the 
English army, and by the Colonel’s presence, did as he was 
ordered , and that affair being put to an end, the two armies, 

t 

now under the sole command of the Colonel, decamped from 
the plain of Betiah Meanwhile Miren’s body having been put ,• 
into a coffin, was carried rapidly upon chairmen’s shoulders, 
to the Ganga, where it was put in a boat, and hurried down the 
river, as far as Radje-mahal , but the abominable stench that 
exhaled from it, obliged the messengers to land it immediately , 
and it was buned in a spot which now goes by the name of his 
monument 

*' Take warning, ye that have eyes and ears ” 

As to the army, it took the road of Azim-abad, where it 
made a long stay , and it was there that Ram-naram’s troops, 
now ip the Bengal army, returned to their owner ,The com- 
mand of the rest of Miren’s troops devolved on Radj-b8I18b, a 
Bengali, ivho had been Divan to Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, and 
was now Divan to Miren himself 

Whether this death made any alteration in Colonel Clive’s 
notions, we cannot affirm , but this much is certain, that this re- 
nowned Commander, who so long as he remained in India, had 
been always acknowledged as supreme Commander of the army 
as nell as Chief of the settlement»of Calcutta, now took sudden- 
ly the resolution of returning home But as he thought that the 
affairs of the English, hitherto confined to factory business, had 
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become mucli more important now by strelcliini, their influence 
aJI over the tliree provinces of Bengal Bahar, OSressa and 
he conceived that they required the management of quite another 
man than Mr Amyatt, whom he did not think equal to an office 
of 60 much consequence, he determined to send for Mr Henry 
hb Vansittart, Sliem sed ddulah (197) Chief of Mendradj (19S) The 
other Coanccllora of Calcutta, on seeing Ins detemiination 
assented to bis choice and it t\as settled, that for the present and 
after the Colonel's departure Mr Holwcll should command at 
Calcutta, but only until Mr Vansittart might arrive to whom the 
supreme command with the power of binding and loosing, in the 
whole arcle of affairs of state was to devolve As such a disposi 
Uon was contrary to the established custom of the service and to 
the respected rights of senionty and Mr Amyatt was reputed 
worthy of that high office which It was hla turn to enjO) he no 
sooner heard at Azim abad of the disposition'^ that had been 
acquiesced to in Calcutta, than lie strongly objected to them by 
letters Not satisBed with that he delivered his office of A^im 
\ abad to his second aod went to Calcutta himself to make vigor 
ous objections to Mr Holwell s silting in the chair But as the 
Colonel was alread) gone some days ago and his dispositions 
had already taken place it is probable that bis representation 
answered no purpose possibly also some mismanagement bad 
been laid to Mr Amyatt s charge since the Colonel s disposition 
were submitted to so easily Be it as it may the intelligence 
of Miren’s death had already occasioned as great alterations in 
, MSrsbSd^bad where Mir djaafer-qban ubo at no time had been 
in his right se^se^ now lost the little reason that remained to 
him so that the affairs of the army as well as of Government 
bemg entirely abandoned to chance fell into a confusion not to 
be described But he had a son in law 

For his daughter had been married to a nobleman named 
Mir cassem-qhan son to Siyd anxy-qhan and grandson to 
Imtiai-qhan the poet, which latter was a Persian of distinction 
who had enjoyed the office of Imperial Divan m the province 
of Alim abad this Mir cassem qhan was therefore nearly allied 


(197) TbcM wunli biifnlff tbe nin of tlio Suto 
(19S) 
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to the old Navvab But there subsisted no cordiality between 
him and his son-in-law, and they lived upon ill terms together 
Nor was Miren wanting in doing everything in his power to 
augment the disunion and mutual discontent, but independently 
of that, Mir-djaafer-qhan did not like his son-in-lavv at all 
Nevertheless, after the loss he had just suffered, it became ex- 
pedient to shew some more regard to so near a relation , and he 
gave him the Government of PSrania, over and above that of 
^ngpSr, which he enjoyed already , and as he had a particular 
point to carry at Calcutta, he thought no man so proper to be 
sent upon that errand, as Mir-cassem-qhan was in experience, 
and in the art of managing with men, greatly superior to any 
one in the Navvab’s family, and indeed to anyone of his con- 
temporaries No wonder then, if the son-in-law in that short 
voyage, found means to ingratiate himself so far with the members 
of the council, that they adjudged him to be fitter for govern- 
ment and command than either the Navvab, or his late son 
On the other hand, Mir-cassem had performed so well the busi- 
ness for which he had been dispatched, that on his return home 
he seemed to have acquired some of the old man’s good will , 
and as the latter had no children, but such as were under age, 
and of course, utterly unable to manage their father’s concerns, 
the son-in-law of course became the centre of all business, and 
the person that served to dispatch the public service, or to 
appease the turbulence of the military, a sort of men at all 
times ill paid, but whose arrears had now fallen back consider- 
ably on account of Miren’s death, and of the indolence and 
confusion that were the consequences of it They had become 
exceedingly clamorous, and so unruly) that more than once they 
had passed from importunities to action , had besieged the old 
Navvab in his palace, and had spoke with the utmost violence 
In one ot these dangerous scenes, Mir-cassem-qhan interposed , 
and after having quelled the sedition by his personal authority, 
he took upon himself part of the arrears due to the army But 
some further emergencies having happened at this time, it be- 
came necessary that he should repair to Calcutta again , and 
although the father-in-law was not much satisfied with the 
necessity of this second voyage, and seemed irresolute, never- 
theless he at last granted him permission, and the latter departed 
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It vfos just at a time when Mr Henry VansUtart, better 
known under the appellation of Nassir'Cl mulk sbems^d^ldulab 
bahadyr(i 99 ), was already arrived at Calcutta, and bad assumed^ 
^vbat IS called, the duefshtp of tbe factory but which m fact 
u'as no less than the government of a city which seemed to be 
tbe head of an Empire. In appearance, Mir cassem^qban’s views 
seemed concentred in bn going to take possession of his Govern 
ment of PSrania, but under such a veil be concealed a vanety 
of high designs and he had left bu fnend, Aaly hibrahim-qban 
bahadyr, at 2kI8rsh3d abad with secret orders to inlist as many 
men for his pretended joumej as be could procure He wa^ in 
structed likewise to gain the hearts of the anaent officers of the 
army, and to concibate the minds of the Ministers of the old 
Court, as \\ell as some other persons of consequence that had 
served under tlie old administration This nobleman is the same 
person of whose merit and valuable qualifications we have made 
a cursory mention In our account of Aaly verdy-qban and in oar 
relation of tbe engagement against Semsbir^qbao, the Afghan 
We spoke succinccl) of tus geoios and penetration, as If our 
busmess had been to shew one unity out of a thousand and a 
handful out of a heap Mlr..cassem-qhaD having left at the city 
so xeaious a fnend and so able a manager proceeded to Calcutta. 
Bat as we have interrupted our narrative of tbe Emperor's ex 
pedibon we must necessarily to give some consistency to our 
history revert, to that subject and to Cam car-qhan, as well as 
to some other events relative to Axim-abad « 

Miren having been made to feel the vengeance of the 
Supreme Avenger the command of bis army devolved on Radji 
B8118b who had been his Divan and who led it back to Axim 
abad whicJi province was yet In prey to the meuraions of the 
Emperor and of Cam-car qhan It became necessary therefort^ 
to return Ram nariin s troops to their master who stationed 
them about the city of which be was Governor The English 
army likewise took up its abode there and all these troops 
were forced by the rains, which now drowned the whole country, 
to remain in their quarters to tbe end of the season This 
inaction left the Emperor at fall liberty t^o act as he liked he was 

(109) Tbe» words <l{7)Uy th* Sob of Uu Bmplrt, tb« Talaroox Soccoortr of 
Um Sutc. 
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eternally hunting or travelling, or visiting the countr) in that tract 
of ground that extends from the environs of Da8d-nagur, to the 
environs of Bahar The reason of such a wandering life was, 
that having nothing to subsist upon, but what he found in the 
fields and amongst the farmers of the flat country, both himself, 
and his cavalry and cattle would have been exceedingly distressed, 
had he sojourned for any length of time in one place , in such 
a case he would have suffered for want of straw, grain, and for 
everything requisite for an army His authority was not TheS 
acknowledged in the province, and he was obliged to live by 
rapine and plunder, just as if he had been in the country of some whole 
stranger ; nor did a single district suffice to all his wants ; nor tnbuti 
had Pahluvan-sing, no more than Radja B8niad-sing, nephew to 
Radja Sunder-sing, thought proper to join the Imperial troops to 
this day , being both unwilling to submit to Cam-car-qhan, his 
General, whom they looked upon to be only their equal , and 
Cam-car-qhan, on the other hand, w'ho bore a cordial enmity to 
Sunder-sing and his family, being loth to put an end to a sojourn 
that ruined the lands of his personal enemy, and spared his own , 
so that this was one of the reasons why the Emperor and his 
troops were so fond of hunting and travelling throughout BSniad- 
sing’s country It happened one day, that the latter had set out 
from the fortress of Ticary, his residence, to repair to the castle 
of C8rva, where he kept his family , but intelligence of this 
having been brought to Cam-car-qhan, he ordered a thousand 
Moghul horse, of those in the Emperor’s service, to waylay and 
seize him The Moghuls having made a forced march, seized 
on the Radja, and brought him to camp, where be remained some 
days in confinement From thence he wrote several petitions 
to my father, requesting “ interest his with the Emperor, and 
. “ offering to being to camp a good body of troops, and tp 
“ render more services than Cam-car-qhan had ever done, should 
“ His Majesty condescend to forgive the errors of his past be- 
‘‘ haviour He added, that Cam-car-qhan himself on seeing.his 
“ efforts, would be fired with emulation , and that His Majesty's 
“ service would reap the benefit of the concurrence My brother, 

“ Feteh-sing," said he, in- his petitions, /' commands a bpdy ,of 
“ troops amongst those of Mir-djaafer-qhan’s, in Bengal, where 
“ he shall gain over all the Commanders of that army ; after which 
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bo wll| come with them to the foot of the ImperiAl throne All 
thb, I promise, shall come to pass , but it His Majesty, out ot 
" regard to Cara car^qban, shocld choose to enter into a negotb 
“ tlon with us through that Radja's diannel only, m such a case, 
"as the Utter's interference would redound to our discredit, 
"we would be disabled from doing the Emperor any service " 
Proposals of such a nature carrying an air of importance 
and probability my illustrious father thought proper to expose 
them to the Emperor, who gave orders to release BSniad slog 
and the latter no sooner recovered hU liberty than he wont to pay 
his respects to his protector, who carried him to Court, where he 
promised to shed his blood In the Imperial service He aftenvards 
sent for ms troops to camp and he wrote everywhere to hu 
dependants and olheers, to send plenty of ammnmbon and money, 
and necessones. Such a change could not but give umbrage to 
Cam>^r>qban He complained of the Emperor and one day 
he told him plainly, that 1 / to much favour continued to be 
shewn to B8niad smg his servant would be obliged to toJee his 
]ea>e and to quit the camp ' The Emperor on these words 
had the weakness or mther the imbeality, to order BSniad slog 
again into confinement, when that Radja came aa usual to pay 
his court Mf forgiven father, thocked at such a proceeding 
could not help spealdng to the Emperor m strong terms of dis 
content and reproach the Emperor excused himself on Cam-car 
qhan’s having threatened to quit bis scmce. " Caxo-car-qban,'* 
answered my father is too far gone now to leave yon he has 
' no other party to take in this province, but that of remaining 
‘ attached to you nor has he any other court to go to but thb ’ 
Thb representation however, prodneed do change so attached 
was the Emperor to Cam car-qhan and this affair haymg 
gusted my father, he ceased to go to Court being highly ducon 
tented at this whole affair Bat Cam-car-qhan himself gave it 
another turn That General alter having kept BSniad sing in 
confinement for some days more, thought proper to sot him at 
liberty were It but to acquire with hb prisoner the merit of Ins 
release. But the prisoner sent word to my father that hence- 
forward the Emperor ought to expect nothing from him and 
that in two or three days he woold take bis li^ave as in fact he 
did, to my father’s great discontent The Emperor at last sent 



Bahadyr-aaly-qhan to make some concessions in his name to his 
Prime Minister, and to bring him to Court. My father answered, 
” that it was to no purpose for him to stay at camp, whilst Cam- 
“ car-qhan was absolute in it , and that he hoped to obtain per- 
“ mission to retire from His Majesty’s service ” The Emperor 
endeavoured to soothe him , but all proving in vain, fain he was 
to accept Ins resignation said the Emperor, you may 

go, but remember to act your part at a distance from us Take 
possession of as much country as is within your reach^ and 
after having raised forces, come to us (200) again The Em- 
peror after this dismission, sent him, but without Cam-car-qhan’s 
knowledge, some thousand rupees for the charges of his return , 
and this sum was brought to him in secret My father set out, 
and repaired to his estate, where he applied himself to the execu- 
tion of the order he had received, and where we shall leave 
him for a while to reveit to Bengal and to Mir-cassem 

That nobleman having so ably executed the commission foi 
which he had been deputed to Calcutta, took occasion from 
thence in his conversation with Mr Vansittart, to expatiate on 
Mir-djaafer-qhan’s indolence ; on the confusion into which all 
affairs, both of revenue and Government, had fallen , the muti- 
nous disposition of the troops, on one hand, for want of pay, and 
the thoughtless profusion with which unnecessary buildings and 
palaces were raised, on the other , he also inveighed against the 
exorbitant power which such vile men as a Chunny-laal and a 
Munni-laaf, as well as an Agno-sing the harcara, were suffered 
to assume in the Government by the neglect and incapacity of 
their master Upon all these disorders be made lively representa- 
tions These discourses made a great impression on Mr Vansit- 
tart, who had already got full information of Mir-djaafer- 
qhan’s incapacity, and felt the enormous inconveniencies result- 
ing from it, so far as to have been discussing with himself these 
many days, what possible remedy he could apply to evils of that 
magnitude He therefore betook himself to the expedient of 
appointing Mir-cassem himself, Deputy to his father-in-law, under 
condition of his being obliged to give him an honourable pension, 
and of promising never to depart from a submissive respectful 

(300) It IS to be remarked that the Emperors of India never speak of themselves 
but in the plural, whether in their letters or otherwise 
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behaviour to him, as to hw superior and master There ^v'aa not 
one man then amongst the English who c )uld equal Mr Vansit 
tart in keenness of penetration, extent of knowledge, and experl 
ence, and with such talents as these be soon discovered the high 
qualities of Mir cassem, and bow far he was superior in abiiiUes, 
not only to his father iu law but to. every person in that Court 
Impressed with the idea of biA being the only man capable of 
retrieving the affairs of Bengal, he imparted his mind to the 
members of his Council and asked their opinion and advice Most 
of the principal members assented to Mr Vaosittart's expedient 
and fixed their minds upon it. But us Mr Amyatt bore impatiently 
the humiliation of seeing another seated m a chair, which he 
thought bis due uud be fretted at the necessity of beiug obliged 
to obey fals couiiuands and be bad also formed a party amongst 
those members that wished to see him at the head of aiTatrb (and 
buchwereMr CUu, Major Camac, and Mr Batson) he vigorous!) 
objected to the proposed expedient and all the four refused to 
give their consent. The) found incoovenients id the scheme 
objected to it as to a sbamefnl bargain and harangued against 
It every Counal day Not that Amyatt was not in his heart 
fully sensible of the old Nawabs mcapacit), bui being him 
self incensed at Mr Vansittart s promotion and wishing to 
be in his place he in conformity with the proverb, Nothing of 
Aaly s mil €Vtr pltase Mo&mih faoi) took care to object to 
any party proposed by Vansittart and as soon as the latter bad 
shewn any predilection for some view the other was sure to 
counteract it, and to use every eDdeavour to defeat its end Botii 
these men, m their letters to Europe depreciated the abilities of 
each other, and made it a point to load each other with taunts 
and reproaches each accusing his antagonist of infatuation, and 
ayance, and covetousness, and chicanery, and obstinacy in this 
manner they endlessly ivrote complaints against each other and 
It was this disunion oftbelrs which by larolving whole nations m 
Its consequences ruined and demolished an infinity of families 


(aoi) MoivUli >00 to AbS-KiOAii, sad cvulnfermu to Mobunmod, wfaocn 
ha bad •errod Soervtary wu Um flnt wbo rofuaod to acknowledf t Aaly tbe 
Propbofi coo«l ud *00 io^bw u bb lejitlmila tucconarj bo aUo tmufexrod tbe 
Arablaa Empire Irom tbe Propbet'c fandl; to bb oirn, whkh wm Lb^t 6 i Omiolib 
but bUn a }OUL£er braacb of Uobaouaed s faiall/ 
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we shall soon mention with all that air of truth and candour 
which characterise impartiality Nevt*rtlieless, Mr Vansittart's 
part) proved the strongest , his scheme took effect, Mii>cassem- 
qhan earned him his point , and it was determined that, to put 
the scheme in execution, Mr Vansittart should repair to 
M8rsh8d-abad 

Mir-cassem, satisfied with the success of his voyage, return- 
ed to that city, and was soon followed by Mr Vansittart him- 
self, who carried W'lth him Mr Hushtin. the supporter of the 
Empire, who at the moment I am writing these memoirs, being 
Saturday, the twenty-third of the blessed month of Ramazan, 
in the Year 1194 of the Hegira, is now' at the head of the English 
dominions in India, and indeed at tlie head of most of the import- 1781 
ant affairs of all Hindostan Mr Vansittart had also some other 
gentlemen with him, and he was soon followed by a number of 
officers, who took the same road with one-half of the English 
army But whilst the English were advancing towards the 
capital, Mir-cassem was preparing to make a magnificent entry 
in thafcity He had sent orders to his friend, Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, 
to come to receive him at Palassy, with as many men, soldiers, 
and others, as he could assemble , to which he was to join as 
many of the Ministers and Grandees of the old Court, as he had 
gained over to his party, recommending to him to increase the 
number of the mace-bearers in his retinue, and to provide a new 
equipage equally rich and brilliant, and such as might enable 
him to make as pompous an entry as possible in the city AaLy- 
hibrahim-qhan, who has not his equal in the art of executing a 
commission, went even farther than his friend had wished , and 
going to meet him at Palassy with a retinue equally brilliant and 
numerous, he enabled him to make his entry into the city, with the 
utmost splendour and magnificence Mir-cassem, on his arrival, 
went to his lodgings, from whence he paid a visit to the old 
Navvab The next day, in the evening, Mr. Vansittart arrived, 
and took up his quarters at M8rad-bagh, w'hich is a seat on the 
other side of the Baughratty The next day, at about nine in the 
morning, Mir-djaafer-qhan went to see him Mr Vansittart re- 
ceived him with the usual ceremonies, (202) and then exposed 

( 203 / These ceremonies are of etiquette, and consisted m pulling" his hat, 
advancing at the very end of the hall, making a bow, presenting a Nuzur, (vyhicti 
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the moU\e of his voyagr with the expedient he had devised for 
Tc-tsiaWishing order and arrangement in the Government and 
finances The old niao refused his consent, and spoke a great 
deal and seemed uneasy Mr Vansittart sent a person to fetch 
Mir-cassem qlian and meanwhile the conference went on with 
mutual expostulations and reproaches The old Navvab refusing 
absolutely to give his consent to the regulation which the other 
proposed, got up declined waiting any more for Mir cassem, 
and took his leave Whilst he vvas crossing the river to return 
to hU palace, he perceived Mir cassem in bis own boat crossing 
over to MSrad bagh and be mode him sign to return his inten 
tion being to prevent his going thither for concerting the execu- 
tion of some scheme to hts prejudice But the other, who thought 
his honour concerned m not returning back, uent on, and did, 
as if he bad neftber seen the sign nor heard the voice Being 
arrived at MSrad bagh Mr Vansittart exposed lo him minutely 
the whole conference from the beginning to its end Mir-cassem 
answered * That he was sorry matters had taken such a turn 
as now the old Navvab having conceived suspicions against 
* him, would give himself no rest, until be bad made away with 
' bis son 10 law " Mr Vansittart answered he could not help 
It The other replied If you cannot help me m this affair bow 
'should I help myself who have been all along helpless ? ’ 
Mr VansiUart's dinner being upon the table he desired Mir 
cassem to sit sbU until the dinner was over when be would speak 
to him again on which the latter retired to another apartment, 
and there sat some tune exceedingly surprised and pensive 
After this he consulted Aaly hibrahim qban whom he bad brought 
with him and be asked bira what be thought of the present pos- 
ture of affairs? The other answered Tell Mr Vansittart, 
whatever xs the matter and whatever yon have so say if he 
does not consent then without going home again send for 
your troops and money hither and taking your departure from 
’ this very spot, march towards Birbohom and canton yourself 
‘there act as one revolted, and live by plunder and rapine 
‘As most of the troops are attached to you and the Emperor 

mj ahrajs dei:llacd u comlox cquJ) tod □ embradof;, and brlogio; the 

Namb to a coach, wb«n Ut« two parties soatod themseh^ toj-ether tad at the 
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"and Cam-car-qhan shall favorise your views undoubtedly, it is 
“probable that even in this manner your scheme may chance to 
“ succeed “ Mir-cassem approved this advice , and as he was 
now upon the worst terms with Mir-djaafer-qhan, he kept this 
expedient in store in his bosom, as a remedy that might be re- 
curred to at the last extremity And really the ti oops, extremely 
discontented on the prospect of losing both their pay and their 
arrears, were all averse to the old Navvab, and all attached to his 
son-in law, especially since the latter had taken upon himself the 
discharge of their arrears The two Djagat-seats, that is, Mahtab- 
rdy, and his brother, Radja SerSp-chund, were Mir-cassem's 
secret friends, and favorised his views underhand, although little 
suspecting how far matters would alter one day, and what strange 
events the Divine Providence, by its fullness of power, would 
at some time hereafter bring out of the present disturbances 
Mr Vansittart, after his meal, sent for Mir-cassem again, and the 
latter exposed the difficulties and necessities of his situation He 
added, “ That if the scheme was not brought to bear, as it had 
“ been agreed to, matters might end in mischief, as they had now 
“come to a crisis, and he had no other resource to save himself “ 
Mr. Vansittart, hearing these words, took apart Mr Hushtin, 
with one or two others, and spent a very long time in consulta- 
tion and confeience , at last, after a deal of dissertation, it was 
determined, that to-morrou they should go together with Mir- 
cassem to the palace, to execute the scheme in the manner it had 
been agreed upon But Mir-cassem having now conceived heavy 
suspicions against Ins father-in-law, sent orders to his troops, 
and to all his friends, to assemble in great numbers in his house 
and m his quarter, where they were to keep themselves in readi- 
ness He had previously ordered his household people to keep 
ready victuals dressed for all that multitude, by which expedient 
those vast numbers that had thronged in his palace and in his 
whole quarter, weie kept together, and did not disperse to 
take their meals The consultation being ended at M8rad-bagh, 
and final resolution taken, Mir-cassem was dismissed to his 
home , and it was determined, that to-morrow at day-break, he 
should be ready and armed with all his friends and troops, and that 
one hour before the dawn of the day, the English officers, with their 
soldiers and guns, should take possession of the gate of the 
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Nav\ab 5 paiace. Mlr^cassem, after taking leave, ordered a tone 
to be formed of hla troops, down to the tvater side, along \\ hich he 
went and look boat and after crossing the rlv or be went along 
another such lane up to his poJace, where he passed the whole 
night in offering to the Supreme Judge of pretensions, prayers 
for the succ&<ts of his undertaking, after which he spoke to his 
friends and hU well wishers so that it was late at night when 
he took some rest The next day, as the morning of Mir-cassem 
qhan's prosperity ^vos just dawning that nobleman being ^vaked 
b} his good fortune ordered all his friends and troops to stand 
ready to accompan) him and as soon as bo saw them assembled 
in vast crowds he arrayed himself In the attire of a Sovereign 
and recommending his person to his fortune, he mounted the 
steed of hope and success and advanced tou’ards the old 
Natwab a palace. There ho found that Mr Vansittart with 
Mr Huahtln and some other persons of distinction, werearreadj 
arrhed with a number of officers and troop* all ranged In the 
outer )'ard of his palace with some cannon read) primed the} 
had placed guards uith orders to suffer none to come in or out 
Mlr>ca 5 sem stopped at the Kacar>qhana or theatre of military 
music and mounting a horse he remained there surrounded by 
his people. Messages meanwhile, were going in and out but to 
little purpose nor could all Mr VanslUart’a arguments persuade 
the old man, that Instead of abandoning the government of his 
dominions to two or three wetched Hindoos, capable of 
nothing but of enriching themselves and instead of lea\ing'' 
the troops, with the gentrj and nobility to starve, ready to 
come to an open revolt he had better recommend his affairs to 
his own son In law who by being admitted to the helm, as his 
Deputy would bring no detriment to Ms affairs, which on the 
contrary would be now freed from ail the embarrassments they 
had laboured under and would leave him at full liberty to pass 
the reipalnder of his days in the pleasures of society and the 
enjoyments of life The Nawab would not listen to any such 
reasoning be remained obstinate nor would he lend a willing 
ear to the insinuation of the English rulers A deal of time Avas 
spent In messages and answers and all to no purpose. At last 
the English Talingas approached the gate and the cannon was 
got ready \t the noise they made the troops wltMn the gate 
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where they had been assembled by the Navvab for his defence, 
took fright, and by one of these accidents which never arrive, 
but amongst those in whose hearts God himself has implanted a 
dread of those sorts of soldiers, as if to punish a sinful race in 
the inhabitants of these regions , they, one and all, under some 
pretence or other, shpt out of their posts one after another, and 
most of them repaired to their houses. Mr Vansittart finding 
that even this desertion had made no impression upon the 
Navvab, could not help saying, “ That since the man proved 
“ obstinate, and would listen to no sober advice, it was needless 
“ to wait for his consent , and that they had better proceed on 
“the business of regulating the country, satisfying the soldiers, 

“ and easing the subjects This opinion having been assented 
to by all the rulers and officers who were with him, all of whom, 
to a man, were convinced of the justness of his observation , he 
directed Mir-cassem-qhan to take his seat on the Mesned of the 
three provinces, and from thence to issue his commands every- 
where At the same time he got the gate opened, and driving 
away the few men that were there, he placed English Talingas 
on the several apartments for their safety, and a particular 
guard at the gate of the women's sanctuary After taking all 
those precautions, he sent for Mir-cassem-qhan, made him sit 
upon the Mesned of command and sovereignty, which was placed 
under a lofty canopy of rich embroidery, and after assisting at 
that ceremony, he retired to a distant apartment where he took 
some rest This event happened on a Sunday, being the tenth 
of the first Reby, in the year of the Hegira 1174 , and it carried a 
M ir-cassem-qhan’s steps from the dignity of Deputy, which was 
all that was intended at first, as far as the absolute dominion 
over the three provinces, of which none had yet thought any- 
thing The military music struck at the same time , and the 
report of his accession to full power, rushing with equal swift- 
ness and eclat from house to house, most of those that waited 
at home to see what might happen that day, joined those favour- ^ 
ites and friends of his who had already thronged the gates, and 
all together crowded upon him with their congratulations and 
nuzurs Mr Vansittart leaving Mr Hushtin with some troops to 
guard tlie new Viceroy for two or three days, quietly returned 
to M 8 rad-bagh, but not without having sent a message to the 
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discarded Prince, whom be informed in the following term. 
"That if he chose to reside in MSrsbSd^abad, none would pre 
" sume to offer him an^ injury, and that be was at liberty to 
"choose what palace, and what spot be would be pleased to 
" pitch upon That else, If he chose to quit this aty, and to 
" rei>ide in Calcutta, he might even there choose whatever habit 
" ation he would be pleased with” The old man, who was 
retired witlim the sanctuary with bis women and children, answ er 
cd, thaf hi wou/d go to Calcutta and he asked boats and ac 
commodatiODS for that voyage These being provided m a little 
time, Mir djaafer qhan assembled leisurely those treasures, and 
those Inestimable gems and jewels that had been hoarding up 
for ages together by several anaent families and Princes, (such 
as Djaafer qhan his son in law Shudjab qhan and his grand 
son, Ser efrax qhan to which hoard immense additions bad been 
made afterwards by Aaly vcrdy>qban and by his three sons-in 
law, and lastly by Seradj ed-dflula) All these bad been hitbcrto 
kept in the sanctuary under the care of Menni altaa Menni begum, 
who from a dance girl had become his favounle consort and acted 
in everything os the mistress of the house He ransacked id 
the same manner the several wnrdrohet left by all those preced 
ing Princes, from whence he took ali those precious staffs and 
all those costly curiosities which bemg so many miracles of art 
as well as luxury had been amassed one by one by those ancient 
fanuUes, and were Wept within the sanctuary out of the sigiit of 
mankind In short, he carried away everything prcaooj or rich 
which be could recollect or even think of together with such 
of the ladies of the seraglio as bad cohabited with him he also 
embarked his children which consisted in three or four little boys, 
and several daughters All these being put on board together 
with a number of servants of both sexes, he departed for Calcutta, 
being all along escorted for the safety of his person, by some 
companies of English TaJingas, who accompanied him to the 
very gales of that city which is now a place of an Immense 
wealth and populousness and the capital of those extensive 
dominions which the English have acquired In India. Arrived 
there he purchased in the most populous part of the citv and 
near the maiket place a spot of ground, whereon he raided 
several buildings according to his owu mind and taste It was 
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remarked, that of all his friends, none had chosen to follow him 
in order to keep him company, but GhSlam-aaly beg, who gave 
him that proof of attachment , but in reality he had no other 
corner to which he could resort 

By this departure, Mir-cassem-qhan had remained the sole 
possessor of the Mesned of command and sovereignty, and 
nevertheless he sought to raise his importance by several sound- 
ing titles and surnames, which he was at the pains of pro- 
curing from the Imperial Court, these were those of Nas~ 
syr-cl-mulk , Imtia 3 -ed-doida~mir~mahmed-cassem-qhan-nus>'et~ 
djung (203) A son being born to him a little befor,^ this sudden 
elevation, he looked upon his birth as presaging certain success 
to his enterprise , and as he understood a little astrology, and 
believed in its maxims and predictions, he procured the child’s 
horoscope to be accurately drawn by several able astrologers , 
and on their predictions he expressed his hope, that he would 
one day rise to the highest dignities But he did not live , and 
he died two or three years after his father had appointed him 
Governor-General of the province of Azim-abad, and had pro- 
cured for him from the Emperor, the titles of Mir-shems-eddin- 
aaly-qhan-bahadyr-nassyr-djung, (204) with the grade of seven 
thousand horse A seraglio had been provided for him, together 
with a number of servants, and officers, and chairmen, and horses, 
and elephants, all proportioned to his size , so that the child with 
Its diminutive seraglio, and household, and retinue, became for a 
time a spectacle to the whole city of M8rsh8d-abad The new 
Pnnce, after having provided for his son, remembered his rela- 
tions He had a maternal uncle, by name Mir-aab8-t8rab, a poor 
wretch, whom in the first days of his power, he raised to the 
title of Muez-ed-doula,(205) (T8rab-aaly-qhan-bahadyr,) bestow- 
ing upon him a standard, a kettle-drum, a fringed palek}, and a 
brigade of horse and foot The son of this uncle was honoured 
with the title of Aab8-aaly-qhan-bahadyr, and with a brigade , 
and he took care to distinguish him, but without giving him any 
influence or authority , and the truth is, that he had not merit 

(203) The Succourer of the State , the Distinguished of the Empire , the 
Valiant Mir-mahmed-cassem-qhan ever Victonous in War 

<204) The Valorous Mir-shcmseddin, the Victorious of the State 

iao5 Mnet-ed-ddtila, the Honoured of the State 
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discarded Prince, whom be informed in the following terms 
“ That if ho chose to reside in M8rshfld-abad, none would pre 
“ surac to offer bun any injury and that he was at liberty to 
"choose what palace, and what spot he would be pleased to 
‘ pitch upon That else, If he chose to quit this city and to 
" reside ID Calcutta, he might even there choose whatever habit 
" ation he would be pleased with.* Tho old man, who was 
retired within the sanctnary with bu women and children, answer 
t6, that ht wuld gd to Calcutta and be asked boats and ac 
commodaUoos for that voyage Tlicsc being provided in a little 
time, Mir djaafer qhan assembled leisurely those treasures, and 
those InesUmablo gems and jewels that had been hoarding up 
for ages together by several anaent families and Princes, (such 
as Djaafer-^han bis son m law Shndjab qhan and his grand 
son, Ser efras>qhan to which hoard immense additions bad been 
made aftenvards by Aaly verdy>qban and by his three soDS«in 
law and lastly by Seradj ed ddola) All these had been hitherto 
kept In the sanctuary under the care of Meimi alias Menni begum, 
who from a dance girl bad become bu favourite consort, and acted 
In everything as the mistress of the house He ransacked m 
the same manner the several \>nrdrobe« left by all those preced 
iDg Princes from whence he took all those precious stuffs, and 
all those costly curiosities, which being so many miracles of art 
as well as luxury bad been amassed one by one by those ancient 
famiUes and were kept within the sanctuary out of the sight of 
mankind In short he carried away everything precious or rich 
which he could recollect or even think of, together with such 
of the ladies of the seraglio as bad cohabited with him he also 
embarked hu children which consisted in three or four little boys, 
and several daughters All these being put on board together 
with a number of ser\ ants of both sexes, ho departed for Calcutta, 
being all along escorted for the safety of hu person, by some 
companies of English Talmgas who accompanied him to the 
very gates of that city which u now a place of an Immense 
wealth and populousness and the capital of those extensive 
dominions which the Engluh have acquired In India Arrived 
there, be purchased m the most populous part of the citv and 
near the maiket place a spot of ground whereon he raised 
several buildings according to his own mind and taste It was 
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remarked, that of all liis friends, none had chosen to follow him 
in order to keep him company, but GhSlam-aaly beg, who gave 
him that proof of attachment , but in reality he had no other 
corner to which he could resort 

By this depailure, Mir-cassem-qhan had remained the sole 
possessor of the Mesned of command and sovereignty, and 
nevertheless he sought to raise his importance by several sound- 
ing titles and surnames, \\hich he was at the pains of pro- 
curing from the Imperial Court, these were those of Na^~ 
syi -cl-rntt^k , / mtitiz-cd‘dotiltumir-mahmc(l-ca:iScm-qlian-nust'ct- 
dj.aig (203) A son being born to him a little befor,#i this sudden 
elevation, he looked upon his birth as presaging certain success 
to his enterprise , and as he understood a little astrology, and 
believed in its ma\ims and predictions, he procured the child's 
horoscope to be accurately drawn by several able astrologers , 
and on their predictions he expressed his hope, that he would 
one day rise to the highest dignities But he did not live , and 
he died two or three years after his father had .ippointed him 
Governor-General of the province of A/im-abad, and had pro- 
cured for him from the Emperor, the titles of Mir-shems-eddin- 
aaly-qhan-bahadyr-nassyr-djung, (204) with the grade of seven 
thousand horse A seraglio had been provided for him, together 
with a number of servants, and officers, and chairmen, and horses, 
and elephants, all proportioned to his size , so that the child with 
Its diminutive seraglio, and household, and retinue, became for a 
time a spectacle to the whole city of M8rsh8d-abad The new 
Prince, after having provided for his son, remembered his rela- 
tions He had a maternal uncle, by name Mir-aab8-t8rab, a poor 
wretch, whom in the hrst days of his power, he raised to the 
title of Mudz-ed-doula,(205) (T8rab-aaly-qhan-bahadyr,) bestow- 
ing upon him a standard, a kettle-drum, a fringed palek}, and a 
brigade of horse and foot The son of this uncle was honoured 
with the title of Aab8-aaly-qhan-bahadyr, and with a brigade , 
and he took care to distinguish him, but without giving him any 
influence or authority , and the truth is, that he had not merit 

(203) The Succourer of the State , the Distinguished of the Empire , the 
Valiant Mir-mahmed-cassem-qhan ever Victorioub in War 

(204) The Valorous Mir-shcmseddin, the Victorious of the State, 

(ao5 Mutt-ed-ddula, the Honoured of the State 
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enough for such i distinction The uncle Iilnibelf was not a man 

of nicnt nor had ho aii> fitness for employs and commands , 
but he had the merit of rcmonibonng vcr> w ell both those he had 
loved and those that had shewn any fnendshfp to him nor did 
he fail os much as it depended on him to promote their welfare, 
and to watch over) favourable moment of speaking in their be 
half to the new Pnnee who ^oon after his elevation betrayed 
some fcrocitj in his temper However his pnnapal care on the 
first days of Uie revolution was only to establish and to confirm 
bomc stipulations and promises that had been agreed to ^rith the 
Court of Calcutta, and with the Eqgltsh nation These sUpula 
tions bad been written and witnessed by both sides and they 
were now confirmed and agreed to anew m consequence 
of which Mir'Cassem-.qhan being invested with the power of 
binding and losing closely applied himself to the business of 
re-cstablibhlng the finances and settling the government of 
the country With this view he took to task a)! the heads of the 
several offices whether those of old standing or those that had 
been brought in by Mir djaafer qhan or his son Miren he 
obliged them to render a arcumbtanlial account of their adminis 
tration and thereby discovered an infinity of infidelities and 
embezzlements and In this particular branch of administration 
be had the art to get himself assisted by teveral ancient officers 
whom he took care to soothe into compliance, by taking them 
into favour These were of great service to him in discovering 
and convicting the others By these means be came to have an 
exact account of the effeave men m the army and of the quan 
lity of money jewel* and furniture left in the palace or in the 
treasury As a furthcraecunty he appointed some of bis fnends, 
on whose abilities he confided to act as Comptrollers, and Super 
visors m the several offices Aaly hibrablm qhan who was his 
trustiest fnend and who to all bis innate delicacy in matters of 
honour and fidelity joios the Incomparable talent of unravelling 
the moat hidden raystenes of administration and of discovering 
Intuitively the decisive knot of the most mtneate accounts was 
proposed chiefly to the mihtary examiuatioo and to the business 
of ascertaining the real arrears due to the troops. But besides 
that appointment he occasionally unravelled with an admirable 
dextenty the hidden spnngs and artifice* of the most complicated 
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statfinent*^ But still an asbociafe was given him in that busi- 
ness , and it was Sitaram, a man of a bad character indeed, 
«ind who w'as uniwrsall} known foi a mischievous wicked Min- 
istt.r, but who was a LOinplete master of all the intricacies of 
rev enue ai counts ; and as he had been often at variance with 
utliei Accomptants, he was thouglit the fitter for examining and 
bringing to light the embezzlements of the other officers of t;he 
revenue, ami of the several penmen Mir-m8nshy, the Navvab’s 
Secretary, a man in whom he reposed a great confidence, and 
who had been decorated with the title of Ilafyz-esrar-qhan, {206) 
was now proposed to audit certain accounts, and to unravel cer- 
tain expenditures that were of his province 

But a man who now appeared for the first time upon the 
horizon, and soon rose to engross theNavv'ab’s unbounded con- 
fidence, was an \rmenian called Qhadja-gurghin, brother to 
Qhadja-bedross (207) He was put at the head of the artillery, 
with orders to new -model it after the European fashion, and 
likewise to discipline the musqueteers in his service after the 
English manner, troops, which to this day have retained the 
name of falingas in imitation of their patterns and models To 
raise his character, he was henceforward called Gurghin-qhan, 
and distinguished by many fav'ours , and he soon became a prin- 
cipal man in the Navvab’s service Theic was no man equal to 
him in that Prince’s employment, none had so much credit upon 
his mind, and to this day, no General ever had the art of govern- 
ing his master in so complete a manner He, like the devil, was 
endlessly running after Mir-cassem-qhan , and having once laid 
hold of him, he mastered him, and kept him under at pleasure 
•\nother of his favourites, who yielded but little to Gurghin-qhan, 
was Sheh-mesned-aaly the Lucnovian, a man of the scum of the 

(2o6) Hafy» esrar-qhan is evidently a title, and signifies the lord Rememberer 
of Secrets But Mir-rnSnshi itself is no more than a title, and signifies the Lord 
Secretary 

{207) Gurghtn is the Georgian and Persian way of pronouncing the Armenian 
word ICircor, which is a corruption of the Greek Grigor, or Gregorius In Persian, 
this word of Gurghtn would signify wolfish 

Alias Caja petrus, for so was he styled by the English , he had been in- 
strumental to Mir-djaafer-qhan, as his agent, both before and after the battle of 
Palassy He died in 1782 with a great fortune and the character of a serviceable, 
good natured, charitable man 
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people, totall) >oid of brains, but \>hu iio\7 was raised to the 
highest rank in the army bis fa\our extended even to his sods, 
as well as to his tuo nephews, who after bis death laheritcd 
part of his ofEccs, and were each of them Paymasters to four or 
five thousand horse Ferhad aaly bad some thousand horse to 
his share and Bereket aaly in propoition his son Mahmed aaly, 
had the command and payment of five thousand horse who were 
disciplined after tlie English manner and commanded by Hcvali 
dars, and Djemaatdars, and SSbahdars and Comidans (Com 
mandants) To every troop of ten amongst these five thousand 
troopers, there was added a stout rnan with a drawn sabre whose 
business was in a day of battle not to fight himself, but to kill 
upon the spot, anyone that should turn bis back On another 
side, Mirza shemseddin who had been even from his youth 
attached to Mir-cassem qhan and was a man quick at repartees 
and of a pleading conversation u'as sent to Aiim abad with the 
commission of gaining the hearts of Mircn s army quartered 
there and of conciluUng to his government the miuds of the 
pruiapal persons of that dty Tins commission having been 
ably esecQted soon rendered bim one of the pnonpal favuuntes 
of the Kawab s He was honoured with some lucrative offices, 
for instance that of the wardrobe with the agency at the Em> 
peror’s Court and the management of the djagbirs or apanages 
affected to some persons now in the Imperial camp as well as of 
some other lands and districts It is remarkable that some time 
before Mir-cassera qhan s elevation 1 received a very obliging 
and very polite letter from him where he fixed upon me a 
handsome salaiy and requested roy interest with the English of 
the factory at Azim>abad and whb some other persons of con 
sequence amongst t hem that be might by their means obtain 
the government of that province He was unaware at that time 
that his good fortune destined him to the sovereignty of the very 
country of which be wished to have only the government and 
moreover would add to it the throne of Bengal 

He was hardly established on the Mesned, when he instituted 
a scrutmy in the department of finances where he was amaxed 
and thunderstruck at the emptiness of the treasury and at the 
immense balances which be bad to pay to his own troops, as 
well Ob to those of jblir-daaXer-qhan’s for whose arrears he had 
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pledged himselt ; and all thal, over and above the large sums 
that were due to the English army and to the English rulers 
He therefore resolved to keep a watchful eye over such Districts 
of Bengal as had come in his possession , and at the same time 
he made over to the English the whole province of Bardevan, 
in assignment of what was due to them for the pay of their army , 
he also put into their hands his own jewels, as a pledge for the 
sums promised to that nation From thence he turned his thought 
towards the musters of the army, where, after repeated reviews 
and a minute investigation, made under the eyes of Aaly-hibra- 
him-qhan, it appeared that enormous infidelities had been com- 
mitted in the Paymaster's office, and that there was no other 
way of paying off the sums due to the army, than by liquidating 
one part ot them by the monies accruing from the revenues, 
and one part, by giving assignations upon several provinces , 
after which there would remain one-third part more, which might 
be payable at some future period The troops, who under the 
preceding administration had been driven to despair by the in- 
ability of the treasury, satisfied with the steps taken to discharge 
their arrears, and to pay them regularly for the future, acquiesced 
in everything, and it is on this subject probably, that Mir- 
cassem-qhan, in consequence of some previous agreement, re- 
ceived of the Djagat-seals a sum of money, a disagreeable 
operation to w'hich he was driven by the necessity of his affairs 
These arrangements being over, he turned his views tou^ards his 
own income, and he curtailed his expenses so as to bring his 
expenditure on a par with his revenue, retrenching as useless 
and burdensome a variety of expenses usual and customary in 
India, and which men in power believe to be necessary to their 
pleasures , for instance, the ram-office, the nightingale-office, the 
antelope-office, and some others, all belonging to the menagery 
department Of all that multitude of animals, he kept only a 
few of each species, and made the rest over to the Zemindars 
of the provinces, on their paying a certain pr^ce, which his 
treasury received from their agents At the same time, Chunny- 
laal, and M8ny-laal, those men that had fattened so long on the 
vitals of the people, were seized, and served according to their 
deserts , and vast sums of money accrued to the treasury from 
the confiscation of their effects 
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/t must be ob^ened that Mir-cossem qlian bad been from 
his earliest youth In favour with the famil) of Aaly verdy-qhan 
on account of his being son In law to Mlr->djaafer qhan, whose 
consort was half sister to that Prince and It was on her re 
commendation that he had received the command of a troop of 
horse for which he drew pay regularly This circumstance 
by giving him access to all the offices and to the houses of most 
of the men in the management of the revenues, had procured 
him a thorough insight into their Inlidelitles and embexzlements 
so that he was Informed early of the faculties of everyone of 
them , Inaomych that when he came to the sovereign command 
it became easj to him to find out ever) one of those managers 
vThom he knew or suspected to have been money hoarders. He 
now availed himself of a variety of pretences to strip them of *■ 
the greatest part of their acquisitions b) bringing them under 
the lash of the auditing office. Matters went so far, that he 
took to task even some women who were known to have had 
the management of some expenditures within Mir djaafer qhan s 
seraglio, or in that of his son, Mlren, or who appeared by the 
accounts of the Steward s office to have been entrosted with the 
keeping of jewels or of sums of gold or with farnlture of that 
metal or with some corious and costly things or who appeared 
to have received any quantity of them In present All these 
were now seized and by threats obliged to a restitution and 
some of them were made to refund more than they had ever 
received- Nay he ferreted out and took to task some slave 
women and some cunnehs of the household of Aaly verdy-qhan’s 
and of his sons-ln law old people who having bought some 
protector at Court had retired, and were passing their lives la 
corners and retirement Even these were made to pay as much 
money as It was possible as muxdi at least as Informers had 
given advice of so that one would think that he bad been pre 
sent and had heard the poet Saady speak when the latter pro- 
nounced these famous verses 

Wb/ do not JIM put ererjoan oader c cootrlbuticHi ot fotue dlv«r f 

Thit tbore ouj com# *T«ry <i*y koioe treanra loto yoor lj*adi 

Amongst the old heads of office who had served under Aaly 
yerdy-qban there was one Radja Djagat sing, who had for a 
number of years acted aa Deputy to the two Divans, Djinklram 
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and D8II8bram, but who had as much influence and authority as 
either of them Being grown old now, he had retired from 
affairs , but on observing how matters went abroad with others, 
he sent an exact list of the effects and money he had been hoard- 
ing up these fifty years past, and thereby redeemed his honour 
and character The whole amounted to an incredible sum, and 
indeed, it wrought a singular effect The Viceroy, having re- 
mitted him a small part of his substance, took possession of the 
remainder , but he from that moment paid much regard to the 
man, to whom he henceforward shewed so much attention, that 
whenever he came to Court he made him sit at his left elbow, 
close to his Mesned. From this man the Navv^ passed to 
another , this was a nobleman who had been Daroga, or intro- 
ductor of the hall of audience to Aaly-verdy-qhan, for a number 
of years, in which time he had been a favourite so far, as to have 
amassed lacs in that office. The nobleman was now desired to 
refund the whole, both jewels and cash, but nevertheless was 
continued in his office his name was Gholam-hoss6in-qhan In 
short, the new Navvab, having by the mighty sums he assembled 
from all parts, brought it within his power to establish regular 
payments for the troops, picked from amongst them those he 
liked most, dismissed the others, and discharged entirely their 
arrears After putting the army under a proper regulation, he 
turned his views towards the strongholds of the Zemindars, all 
of whom he was determined to bring, not only under controul, 
but even under a thorough submission 

Amongst the Zemindars in the kingdom of Bengal, none 
was so near neighbour to the city of M8rsh8d-abad, its capital, 
as the Radja of Birbohom, and none so powerful, whether by 
the number of his troops, or by his personal character for 
bravery He likewise piqued himself upon a sense of honour, 
and a delicacy of sentiments, qualifications very extraordinary m a 
Zemindar Now Mir-cassem-qhan, m his heart, had been at all 
times an enemy to Zemindars, and it must be acknowledged, 
that they are a set of men faithless to a high degree, short-sight- 
ed, impatient of controul, ever ready, on the least appearance of 
a revolution, to turn their backs on their masters, and to forget 
the most important favours received at their hands, losing no 
opportunity to execute all the mischief which occasion presents," 
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and on that account, aa well on account of tbeir strange and 
inconsistent character, requiring at all times the strong grasp of 
a curbing band It is for such a variety of reasons that the 
ancient Emperors and Princes, unwilling to repose any confidence 
aftRfcdJs in such men, used to manage every Pergannab or District by 
^rtohom officers a precaution which rendered the country in 

those tunes, populous and flounshmg, the husbandman easy, the 
traveller safe, the land everywhere tilled and green, and the 
inhabitants of towns and cities, prosperous and happy Whereas 
now that Zemindars are left to theroielves, and \vith the reins 
floating on their necks, mischiefs are increasing every day, the 
country hecorbes desolate and the revenues fall short and are in 
confusion and if raatcers remain in this state, the country shall 
go from bad (o worse and all will go to wreck But to return 
to our purpose the Zemindar of Blrbohom, Bedy Q5-zeoian>qhaa, 
who went by the name of Divan dji, had always been In his 
)ooth, oshe ivas now even in his riper years, extremely addicted 
to his ease and to his pleasures and it was to en)oy himself he 
had left the management of his dominions to Aaly noky qhan 
the most capable of hts sons his whole ambition being to pass hu 
da)s in qalet and enjoyment But this hopeful son of bis d)'ing 
in the flou<“r of hi«! age the father who was already disgusted 
with the world and deeply affected by the total rum that had 
befallen Aalv vcrd\ qhan s family to which he was extremely 
attached put on a FakyVs garb and plaang at the head of his 
dominions Assed zeman qbao (aoS) another son of his but boro to 
him from his Ram or Princess, (209) be retired again oat of the 
tumult of affairs and seemed pleased with nothing but the con 
vcrsalion of Fakyrs and mtb retirement and tranquillity It 
happened at that conjnncture that something above the nsual 
rent bad been asked of the new seated Zemindar the Navvab 
bad asked as a sovereign urged by tbe necessities of bis state 
and the other had refused for fear of establishing a precedent. 


(aoS) AcMd xemao^hui Ui« Lonl Lloa of tlia tlmei. 

(309) Brnni dgnlSea Qaeto tbo coasort of « Radja or K 1 d( aod H Lf o hati Ta 
bla ft'** RajlJpSl Priacai tnmljiK Maaaalman, aa did tbb Zeudodar’a aDcestora, 
codjerr^ erer after maoj of tbeir old Gantoo castoiiu,,aocb aa eating only with 
the r faxnlbe*, marTfing wUhlo their famfUi, |;lTiDg Gentoo dtlea to their codaorti, 
Icc. Sec— 4 or Jfani u a Gentoo title. 
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Probably there was another reason, and this was, that the new 
Navvab, who passed as yet for only an ungrateful man that had 
risen but yesterday to an elevation which seemed to put all man- 
kind at his feet, was not supposed to have acquired so early a 
sufficient stock of authority and power to render his Government 
respectable Be it as it may, the Navvab set out of the city, and 
encamped at BSdgam, which is at about ten or twelve cosses’ 
distance , from whence he dispatched Qhadja-mahmedi-qhan, to 
chastise the Radja of Birbohom. This officer, who had been in 
the office of Paymaster-General so early as the times of Mir- 
djaafer-qhan’s accession to the throne, was accompanied by an 
Englishman, called Major York, and likewise by Gurghin-qhan, 
alias Codja-Kircor, the Armenian, who was Grandmaster of the 
artillery, and had been raised and promoted by Mir-cassem-qhan 
It must be observed that this officer had orders to march forward 
with his troops, and if possible, to put an end to the war with 
the Radja, before the English could come up with their detach- 
ment But as there did not remain now anyone of those officers 
and Generals that had been formed by serving under Aaly-verdy- 
qhan, and the troops had none at their head but those vile un- 
experienced men, that had been brought forward in great numbers 
by Mir-d]aafer-qhan and his son, and none of course on whom 
they might repose a confidence, matters went on very ill in 
that campaign For Assed-zenian-qhan, having requested his 
father to govern the country as his Divan, or Prime Minister, in 
his absence, took the field with about four or five thousand horse, 
and twenty thousand foot, which he posted at Kerivha, a spot of 
difficult access , from whence he endlessly dispatched detach- 
ments to possess themselves of all the difficult passes, and to 
scour the enemy’s country And I found matters in that posture, 
when I arrived myself at the camp at BSdgam 

I had been sent thither by Major Carnac, who had succeeded 
Colonel Clive as his Deputy, and was likewise Commander-m- 
Chief of all the English forces This officer, in concert with 
Mr Hay, the acting Chief of the factory of Patna, in Mr Amyatt’s 
absence, had given me instructions to represent to Mir-cassem- 
qhan, the state of affairs in the province of Bahar, and the propriety 
of his taking a journey thither , and this was what I exposed to 
that Prince in my first visit, where I delivered faithfully the 
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message which I had brought, and it was dunng ray sojourn lo 
that camp, that news came of the victory obtained in Birbohom 
TTiat event happened in the following manner Some English 
Captains, who were quartered with a few companies of Talmgas in 
Bardvan, advanced from thence on Assed zeman qhan'srear, and 
availing themselves of that neglect and tupmencss which they 
perceived in his troops they broke suddenly into bis camp and 
* dispersed his whole army A few discharges of cannon and 
leRidjai somc vollcys of musquetry killed and wounded numbers in tlic 
IpcriS*by Hadja’b army, and put the others to flight, who taking fnght 
dbpersed on ill sidi-b. On the report of the cannon, the Nawab s 
troops hastened for\vard and came just time enough to shew 
themselves and to pursue the runaways a bttle after which 
they encamped on the spot which the enemy bad abandoned 
The Nawab having beard enough of this affair to become sensi 
ble of the cowardice and unwllingness of his troops conceived 
a dislike against everyone of them but especially against their 
General, Mahmedy qhao with whom he was not already much 
pleased But we shall give sonic account of the consequences 
of this eagagement, as soon as the reader shall have been inform 
ed of the posture of affairs at Azim>ahad and of the conjunc 
tures which brought me to the Nawab s camp 

We have already menbooed that Mr Holwell having com 
manded sometime by intcnai Mr Vausittart came and took the 
command at Calcutta, where hr soon figured as the supreme 
mover of whatever was transacted in the Council But some 
days before, that is immediately on Colonel Clive s departure 
Mr Amyatt with Major Camac Mr Lushington, and some other 
Englbb rulers, had already repaired to Calcutta where he had 
been received as second In command but where he soon com 
menced a chain of dissensions and misintelligences with Mr 
Vansittart whom he ivas endlessly accusing of ignorance and lo 
capaaty m all hia letters to Europe nor was Mr Vansittart back 
wrard m retorting the accusation being forced into this warfare 
by his very circumstances Colonel Clive had already, God 
knows for what reason quitted the command of the army, and 
repaired to Europe, and he had been succeeded In his mibtary 
command by Major Camac, who was the next m order 
Mr Lushington himself bad returned to Azim abad sometime after 
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Mir-cassem-qhan’s elevation As I happened, although the last 
of men, to be so much connected with the English rulers, that 
the new Viceroy had some time before thought proper to solicit 
my interest with them, by settling a handsome salary upon me, 
and even by introducing that request by a sum of money , so 
those gentlemen, who knew that particular, as well as the neces- 
sities of my situation, availed themselves of that opportunity, to 
support my claim to a Djaghir of six hundred thousand dams, 
in and about the town of Mongher, (210) close to the castle, 
which estate had been for ages in the possession of our family, 
and had been confiscated by Mir-djaafer-qhan, on Account of my 
father’s being so attached to the Emperor These gentlemen, 
fully apprised of this, interposed so effectually with Mir-cassem- 
qhan, that they obtained of him a release of the said estate, and 
having received a patent of it, signed and sealed by the new 
Viceroy, as well as by the usual olficei's, they got it registered 
in the offices of Azim-abad, and engaged Ram-naram to deliver 
it to me with his own hands , after which I sent a Steward thither^ 
who took possession of the land 

The rainy season being over, Major Carnac came out of 
the city of Azim-abad, at the head of the English troops, fully 
resolved to put an end to that conflagration, which the Emperor 
and MSshur Lass, (21 1) with Cam-car-qhan, were keeping up 
throughout the province , and he ordered Radja Ram-naram 
and Radja B 8118 b to join him at Djaafer-qhan’s garden, where 
he was encamped Although I had no office, and held but a 
small rank in the world, I thought that the favours I had received 
of the English required my making the campaign with the Major , 
but as in conseqence of a variety of unfortunate events of many 
years’ standing, I was destitute of tents, horses, arms, and 
necessaries, the Major and Mr Hay joined together in furnish- 
ing me with arms, horses, a tent, and every necessary for that 
purpose , so that the poor man passed his time agreeably in the 
English army, being every day with the Major, and often ad- 
mitted and consulted in affairs of consequence But as the army 
remained encamped there for some time, and the two Gentoos, 

(210) The dam has had a variety of valuation If it be equal to a peissa, then 
the Djaghir was equal to about fifteen thousand rupees, at forty peissas to a rupee 

(21 z) Mons Law His name is pronounced Lass by the French 
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who were in camp at the head of large bodic 5 of troops agreed 
so little together, that what the one had proposed in his tj^ual 
visit of the morning, never fajicd to be objected to by the other 
in his evening interview, the Major and the other English rulers 
lost all patience and disgusted at such a continual scene of 
dissension, they joined Mr Ifay in telling me “ That they look 
ed upon me (the poor man) as one attached both to the English 
and to Mir cassem-ijhan whose affairs were likely to be ruined 
by these two Gentoos whose dissensions had no end that as 
they were both in high credit and authority both at the head of 
whole armies and both acting as servants and deputies of Mfr 
cassem-qhan the English could not do anything nor even come 
to any final resolution, so long as these men should continue so 
opposed to each other for the English were not enabled to dis 
tingulsh whose opinion they must adhere la It becomes then 
convenient ' added they that Mlr-casscm-qhaa their master 
should himself come over to the end, that after consulting 
those two servants of hU and heanng tbeir respective opinions 
' he may take a party for himself after which we shall have no 
other trouble than that of following the same as we shall 
have then to treat solely with him Not that we have not 
several times wrote to him on the subject but our letters 
have produced no effect because forsooth the affairs of Bxr 
bohora are of higher importance than those of Arim-abad or 
because the Radja is a more dangerous foe than the Emperor 
and MSshur Lass and Cam>car>gbaii Do then repair to Mir 
cassera-qhan and by all means bring him hither To this 
proposal I consented and having been famished with letters 
from the Sfajor for Afir-cassem>qhan and with other letters for 
Major York that he might protect my person should Mir-cassem 
attempt to offer me any injury I departed I was furnished by 
the Major with everything requisite for my journey and he 
added to them one of those Imperial badjraws of the navy 
Djehan ghtr nugur [212) which attended the English army In 

(a ifl) This oMTj comMwt of a Seat of boats uvd Teasels, soma oftbemoqotl 
to the Uigtat EorepeeQ g>Ufl7i, wi wu «lnj* built aod foraUhed bj the prorloce 
Deco. Tbla fleet «•> orer end abore the Coror of rupees jeaxij from 

Beofalto Delhi, ud otcr lad aboTearast quantl^ of deBcate staffs. Stt iJk* 
and rtwtark, Sifti*!* 5. 
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descending the river, I met by the way Mr. Macguire, who was 
going to Azim-abad, as Chief of the factory there , and as We 
were both travelling in haste, I only found an opportunity of 
making my bow to him from afar, and of sending him my 
compliments Mir-cassem-qhan being not at M8rsh8d-abad, I 
repaired to his camp at B8dgam, where I explained my errand 
The Navvab objected to his going to Azim-abad, but as to the 
rest, he shewed me the utmost kindness and attention He order- 
ed a tent to be pitched for me, sent me tables full of victuals 
twice a day, and conversed familiarly with me , he also sent 
some of those delicate stuffs, such as turbants and fine malmalls, 
which are manufactured at Djehanghir-nugur , (213) and these 
kindnesses lasted until Ram-nariin, by the channel of Djagut- 
seat’s agent, who was likewise a pensioner of his, found means 
to convey a letter to the Navvab, by which he informed him, 
that being myself exceedingly attached to the English, whilst, 
on the other hand, my father cut so capital a figure in the Em- 
peror’s camp, I had come as a spy, on the part of both the Eng- 
lish and the Emperor Those malignant insinuations were in- 
troduced by Djagut-seat himself, through the channel of his own 
agents , and as Mir-cassem-qhan was naturally of a suspicious 
disposition, he ceased to shew me so much regard as he had 
done , and this change of behaviour impressed me with much 
concern, and some fears , but as Major York was not in the 
army, I was at a loss where to take shelter, and how to manage 
To ask my leave of the Navvab, and to be gone, might have in- 
creased his suspicions , and, on the other hand, to remain in 
camp, without that assistance on his part, which my want of 
equipage had rendered necessary, became impracticable Never- 
theless, two or three days being elapsed since my disgrace, I 
availed myself of it, to ask leave to return to M8rsh8d-abad 
You will go to Azim-abadj I believe, answered he, with a severe 
cast of features, and you may I answered, that I had business 
at M8rsh8d-abad , and he dismissed me, with an air of severity, 

(213) The reader is, doubtless, apprised that at Dacca are manufactured the 
finest linen in the world We have seen two malmalls sold for 250 English crowns, 
and have had at home one that weighed about fourteen ounces, being twenty yards 
long, and one and-a quarter broad They are called ab revan, or running water, 
^nd sifub-itetn, or nightly dew, as being when wet, not discernible from either 
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and without presenting diq, as u the custom, with an) thing for 
the cbargei of my journey After making my way to MSrshSd 
abad, with some diHicuUy, 1 landed in the house of an acquaint 
ance, where, some time after my arrival, he thought proper to 
send me a small sum of money, through the hands of Qhadja 
Ashref, the Cashminan, who was a nephew to the Prmcc of 
Merchants, Qhadja vadjed, a favourite of the Navvab’s (214) 
After some mterval intelligence came "That Major Camac 
" having attacked the Emperor about Azim abad, bad given him 
"a defeat, and obliged him to retreat , that MSshur Lass having 
'in compliance with some custom established between the Eng 

UijorCir “ lish and I^rench nations, surrendered himself prisoner, had 
use . * 

Sbah«nda " been treated with honour and distinction, and that some time 

Major, by sending some messages to the Emperor, had 
L*»pri*ottcr “engaged him to listen to terms of pacification after which he 
“had paid hia respects to that MonarcJi and brought him with 
him to Azim^abad, where he had lodged bun in the city ’ Mir 
cassem*qban on bearing this news, hastened bis march through 
the hills, and advanced to Axim*abad 1 resolved on my side to 
repair thither also but as I was preparing to set out, I heard 
that TSrab aaly*<]han Deputy to the Navvab m Bengal, had 
ordered that no letters should be delivered to the Hmdostanies 
whether coming to or going out of M8rsh8d«abad and that no 
one of them should quit the city without hb leave I waswurpns- 
ed and confounded at the prohibition but at last 1 obtained 
bis permission by the interposition of the Chief of Cassimbazar 
and quitting Bengal, I journeyed to Azim abad And now we 
must revert to the thread of our history that the reader may not 
wonder at our leaving unfinished the narrative of the manner m 
which matters were brought to a conclusion at Azi(n>abad« 

(ai 4 ) TUb Qbadia-radjed or as hb Uttlt Imports this f7«fr TSdjJJarJ 
Glory of Uerchaots, Ured Id a stata by mneb saptrior to that of a Govmor 
Gaocral, Dud cqoal to that of the prasaat aominal Naxam of Mohareoed 

dOolah. Ht bad fiftoon elephants and fifty booei of Taloe In hli stables with om 
handred and twenty womeo in hla aeraglio fifteen Chopdara, or Mace-bearers, 
and two handred other serranta he was master of fire ships, and of aboot two 
thousand haring the monopoly of the salt. What hb fortune may hare 
been, is not known bat he Ured at the rata of a thooiand rapeee a day | and at one 
Hmw he pneeoted Aaly-rerdy-qhao with fifteen lea for hb new year's gi/L Such 
were then the riches of Bengal altbougb salt sold only for thirty or forty ropeei 
the handred minnHs, 
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Major Cariiac, after dismissing-me to M8rsh8d-abad, march- 
ed at the head of the English troops, as well as those belonging 
to Ram-narain, and to Miren , his intention was to fight the 
Emperor, who was at Gaya-manp8r The latter on being informed 
of that General’s approach, wrote letter after letter to my father, 
requesting his joining him with the large body of troops which 
he had assembled in his retreat. But before my father could 
arrive, the engagement had already taken place, and the war 
was at an end M8shur Lass, with the small force, and the small 
artillery which he could muster, bravely fought the English them- 
selves, and for some time he made a shift to vvijthstand their 
superiority Their auxiliaries consisted in large bodies of natives, 
commanded by Ram-narain, and Radja B8118b But the engage- 
ment was decided by the English, who fell with so much effect 
upon the enemy, that their onset could not be withstood by 
either the Emperor or Cam-car-qhan The latter finding he could 
not resist, turned about and fled The Emperor obliged to follow 
him, quitted.the field of battle , and the handful of troops thac 
followed MSshur Lass, discouraged by this flight, and tired of 
the wandering life which they had hitherto led in his service, turn- 
ed about likewise, and followed the Emperor M8shur Lass find- 
ing himself abandoned and alone, resolved not to turn his back , 
he bestrode one of his guns, and remained firm in that posture , 
waiting for the moment of his death. This being reported to 
Major Carnac, he detached himself from his mam with Captain 
Knox, and some other officers, and he advanced to the man on 
the gun, without taking with him either a guard, or any Talingas 
at all Being arrived near, this troop alighted from their horses, 
and pulling their caps from their heads, they swept the air with 
them, as if to make him a salaam , and this salute being returned 
by MSshur Lass in the same manner, some parley ensued in their 
own language The Major, after paying high encomiums to 
MSshur Lass for his perseverance, conduct, and bravery, added 
these words “ You have done everything that could be expected 
“ from a brave man, and your name shall be undoubtedly 
“ transmitted to posterity by the pen of history Now loosen 
“ your sword from your loins, come amongst us, and abandon all 
‘ thoughts of contending with the English ” The other answer- 
ed “ That if they would accept of this surrendering himself just 

S M VOL. |l. — 51 
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*‘adhe\\a5 he bad no objections but that as to surrcndcnDg 
“ himself with the disgrace of being without his sword, it was a 
" shame he would never submit to and that they might take bis 
“ life if they were not satisfied with that condition " The English 
Commanders, admiring his firmness, consented to hU surrender 
ing himself in the manner he wished after which, the Major with 
his officers shook hands with him, in their European manner and 
every sentiment of enmity was instantly dismissed on both sides 
At the same lime that Commander sent for his own palky, made 
him sit in it nnd he was sent to camp MSshur Loss, unwilling 
to sec or td be seen in that condition shut up thr curtains of 
the palky for fear of being recognised by any of his friends at 
camp but jet some of his acquaintances heanng of his being 
arrived went to him These were Mir abdollah and Mustepha 
c8Ii qban The Major who had excused him from appearing in 
public informed them that Ihev could not $ee him for *ome dars 
as he was too much vexed to receive anj companj Ahmed 
qhan^cordishi wKo was an impertinent talker having come to 
look at him thought to pa> his court to the English b) joking 
on the mao a defeat a behaviour that has nothing strange if 
wc consider the times In which we live and the companv he 
was accoislomed to frequent and it was In the notion of his, 
doubtless that wnth much pertne 9 of voice and air he asked 
him this question -In// Bibi Lass where ts she i* The Major 
and the officers present shocked at the impropnety of the qucp 
tioD, reprimanded him with a severe look, and very severe ex 
pressioos. This man they said, "has fought ‘bra>ely and 
‘ deserves the attention of all brave men , the impertlnenaes 
‘ which you have been ofienng him may be customary amongst 
your fnends and your nation but cannot be suffered in ours 
‘ who has it for a standing rule never to offer an injury to a 
‘ vanquished foe Ahmed-qban, checked by thtw reprimand 
held his tongue and did not answer a word He tamed about 
one hour more in his visit, and then went away much abashed 
and although he was a Commander of importance and one to 
whom much hononr had been always paid no one did speak to 
him any more, or made a show of standing up at his departure 
This repnraand did much honour to the Eogli<»h and it mupt be 
acknowledged to the hononr of those strangers that n< their 
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conduct in \\\i\ and in battle ib u 01 thy of admiration, bO, on the 
other hand, nothing is more modest and more becoming than 
their behaviour to an enemy, whether in the heat of action, or 
in the pride of success and victory These people seem to act 
entirely according to the rules observed by our ancient Com- 
manders, and our men of genius 

Immediately after the battle, the Illajor sent Shitab-ray to 
the Emperor, with offers to live in peace with him, and to pay 
him a visit , and this was the most advantageous event that could 
happen But that Prince, who was defective in discernment, 
and had a boundless deference for Cam-car-qhan^ declined the 
proposal, and dismissed the envoy. The latter on 'taking leave 
foretold, that one day “ His Majesty would of himself seek those 
“ very terms of pacification which he now refused, and would 
“ not find them , or if he found any at all, they would fall short 
“'of those now proffered, and would not redound so much to His 
** Majesty’s honour and advantage Now those men are court- 
“ing you,” said Shitab-riy , “ but when once they shall have des- 
“ paired of success, and shall entirely withdraw their thoughts 
“ from an agreemept, thep should you in the sequel apply your- 
“ self for it, your Majesty may guess on what terms they will 
“listen to it” This representation produced nothing, and 
Shitab-ray came back to camp My father arriving with his 
forces after Shitab-riy’s departure, highly blamed the Emperor 
for his having missed so fair an overture, but it was too late , 
the moment was past Cam-car-qhan, although vanquished, had 
still so much stomach for war, that he proposed to make new 
levies, and to fight once more Mir-hoss6in-qhan, a man of 
whom mention has been made in Mahmed-c81i-qhan's history, 
was of the same opinion with Cam-car-qhan, and breathed no- 
thing but war and battle , but my father made the Emperor 
sensible, “ that Cam-car-qhan was a Zemindar, and that to be 
“ endlessly fighting, and flying and flying again, was nothing 
“ but the trade he had been bred to , but that such a vagrant 
“ life was beneath the, dignity of an Emperor, and highly dis- 
“ graceful to his name , that a sense of shame was very proper 
“ and that Shitab-riiy was not gone so far off, but that he might 
“ be sent for again, and his offers accepted” We shall see in 
the sequel what effect this discoorse made upon that Prince 
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But he bccnicd actually as much affected with thq iffairb of the 
Empire, as tvith those of htd own camp and person 

The Abdaly monarch was arrived at Shah djehan abad on 
the one side and the Marbattas on the other The htter had 
taken possession of the citadel, where they had confined a Pnnce 
called Shah djehan, who bad been set up by the Vexir, Umad-el 
muIL and the} had conceived such high flown projects, that 
they wanted to place on the throne their own King Vasvas r 4 o 
so os to extend their dominion all over Hindostan It was m 
these conjectures that the Abdaly came and being joined by 
Shudja-cd dfii^la and Nedjlb^d^dSula, and bjrtbe two Rohila 
Pnnees Hafyi rahmet, and Ahmed-qban bangash, he gave those 
infidels a most destructive defeat. (315) But after a sojourn of 
nine months in HlndosUn he returned to Candabar and Herat 
the capitals of his dommiona and this victory produced a 
mighty revolution of which a particular account shall be given 
whenever we come to speak of what relates to Shab-djeban abad 
The Abdaly monarch bad strongly recommended Shah aalem 
to Sbodja ed dSuIa, as well as to all the Afghan Pnnees whom 
he requested to seat that Pnnce upon the Hindostany throne 
and to acknowledge him as their Sovereign Nor was that 
Monarch a stranger to the Imperial family bis own consort was 
sister to Shah-aalem but besides that, this forlorn Pnnce on 
hearing of hi father's demise, had sent Munoir ed ddula to him 
with a view to obtain his support, as well as bis recommendation 
to the several Powen» of Hindostan So that the ftfinister who 
bad come with thatMonarch to Shah djehan abad availed himself 
of his weight to negotiate succcasfally with those Pnnees them 
selves who were then in the Abdaly camp It was on the Abdaly 
king s instances that Nedjib-ed d6uJa bad seated in the citadel 
of that capital thejoung Djuvan baqht as Deputy to his father 
Shah-aalem and it was on that same Pnnce a recommendation 
that Sbudja ed-dSuJa had undertaken to bnng up Shah aalem 
himself from the frontiers of Bengal for he had wntten several 
supplications to request bis returning to his capital and the 
latter, tired with the desultory life and the endless incursions 
and retreats of Cam-car qhan s, bad adopted my fathePa advice 

(115) Ttu battlfl CMt the Utb* of leren^ tboonod MarioctU* I«ft oo tbo »pot 
eight or tboQUod more were dispel eed, but £ew 
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and had signed a note commanding Shitab-riy’s return , his 
intention being to repair first to the English camp, and then to 
Shudjah-ed-doula’s capital ‘ Shitab-riy having shewn the note 
to i\Ia]or Carnac, was permitted to repair to the Emperor’s camp, 
where after some conference, it was agreed that the English Com- 
mander should pay a visit to that Prince This concert having 
given umbrage to Cam-car-qhan, who observed the Emperor’s 
growing inclination, and how far matters were taking a turn 
contrary to his disposition of mind, he took his own party at 
once, and marched oft with his troops, taking the shortest road 
to his owm country , 

The Emperor after this depaiture, advanced to a small dis- 
tance, and encamped near the English army The next day, 
which was that appointed for his receiving the visit of the English 
Commander, he w'anted to advance a little more, when Mir- 
hossein-qhan, taking it for certain that the English w^ould un- 
doubtedly seize on the Emperor’s person, and confine him, made 
his escape out of the camp, and fted in earnest, his people crying 
everywhere, as they were going away, that the Emperor was 
going to be betrayed into the hands of the Frenghis, by his 
owm Minister, Nassyr-ed-doula Hedaiet-aaly-qhan-bahadyr-assed- 
djung, (meaning my father) , and that whoever had any sense of 
honour left, ought to quit the army immediately, and follow them 
At these words a vast number of senseless men abandoned the 
Emperor, and followed the fugitives , but as all this disorderly 
multitude was to pass by the castle of Ticary, where Radja 
BSniad-sing resided, his people sallied out, and plundered every 
one of those runaways Mir-hossdin-qhan made his escape, but 
the fools that had followed him upon his words, perceiving how 
matters went, thought themselves very happy to effect their re- 
turn to the army w^hich they had quitted before The Emperor at 
that time w'as advancing with his troops in battle array towards the 
English camp, when at about mid-day, the Major made his appear- 
ance with his officers, at about half a cosse distance, where pull- 
ing his cap, and putting it under his arm-pit, he advanced in that 
posture, marching on foot close to the Emperor’s elephant, but 
the Monarch-having commanded him to be mounted, that General 
got on horseback, and taking his station alone, he preceded the 
Em pel or ’s elephant by about an arrow’s shot. My fathci, on his 
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elephant, followed the hmperor at a verv small distance he 
was Inmsclf armed at ill points and at the head of the Imperial 
troops, all armed and ready They marched in tliat order until 
they arrived at the river of Djumni which flows at one cosse and 
half distance from Gdya a spot where the troops were to encamp 
There the main of the army, together with the baggage, took 
post , but the Emperor, at the Major a request, went a little farther, 
and entered a tent pitched in a garden surrounded by a grove, 
close to the town of Gdya As soon as he Iiad alighted the 
Major, accompanied by hia ofikers bv Ram nardin, by Radja 
BSlISb and ^y all the principal Commanders of the two armies 
paid him his respects presented him with an entertainment and 
offered his nuzur and homage together with those of all the 
persons that accompanied him after this ceremony he offered 
some presents suitable to the occasion and worthy of the 
Emperor s acceptance All this while my forgiven father was 
on hU elephant with all hit troops mounted and read) id the 
grove. Tlie Emperor Imiog withdrawn to a pmate room my 
father went into the tent and paid a visit to the Major and to his 
olffcers and those having saluted him m their mode received 
him with honour \fler the usual ceremonies of paan (2i6)atur, 
and rose water my father came out joined the Emperor and 
went to a camp pitched on the banks of the river and it was 
nearly midnight before my father could 6dd time to retire to 
his own quarters and to take some rest The next day the Em 
peror marched again and took up bis quarters at Gdya and 
after some da)s of rest the armies set out again and marched 
in concert to Azim abad In the neighbourhood of wh^ch city they 
all encamped the Emperor to the south on the reservoir or 
Lake of Muty p8r the English at Bauky pSr their old winter 
quarters westward Radja Ram nardin within the city and 
Radja B8118b at Djaafer-qban s garden on the eastern side 

So much concert amongst people that had been fighting 
together but^yesterday, engaged Mir-cassem to hasten his march 

(ai6) Tbe leai called Beetle bj the EiiglUh. Id presea ting and recdrlog tbees 
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to Azim-abad, where he encamped on the eastern part of the 
city, about Djaafer-qhan's, garden, in the middle of his own 
army On his arrival he was met by Radja Ram-narain, and by 
Radja B 8 ll 8 b, who paid their homage to the new Viceroy The 
former returned to the citadel, where he lived , the latter, with 
Miren's trooos, joined those of the Navvab^s Major Carnac 
and the English Chiefs wanted to introduce Mir-cassem-qhan to 
the Emperor , but some negotiation became necessary on that 
subject, as the latter was either too suspicious, or too proud to 
go to the Emperor’s quarters At last it was agreed that the 
interview should take place in the English factory ,-»and that the 
Navvab should pay his respects to the Monarch at that place 
The day being come, the English were busy in turning their 
factory into an Imperial hall of audience, and a couple of those 
tables, whereon they take their meals, into an Hindostany throne 
Nevertheless the throne, as well as the hall, being spread and 
hung with rich stuffs, assumed a very splendid appearance. 
Everything being ready, the Navvab started afresh some ob- 
jections against my father's accompanying the Emperor with 
those crowds of guards and servants that are customary, and 
the Major having interposed in this also, engaged the Emperor 
to come with a small retinue only , after which, he repaired himself 
to the factory, w'here the English had assembled in great num- 
bers These, on nearing of the Emperor’s being on his march, 
set out on foot with the Major at their head, and after meeting 
the Monarch, they continued to march on foot along with the 
moving throne(2i7) The Emperor having alighted at the gate 
of the factory, got into the hall, and took his seat on his throne 
The English were all standing to the right and left of it, but the 
Major received orders to sit , he made a profound bow and took 
his seat A little after the other English passed into another 
apartment, but it was to come again in order to stand at the foot 
of the throne About one hour after, Mir-cassem-qhan came', 
and after having made his three bows in a respectful manner, 
he presented a nuzur of one thousand and one eshreffies , and 
immediately after, he offered to the Imperial acceptance a 

(217) That throne rests upon two straight bamboos, or poles, earned upon 
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number of qhoans ot tniys, covered uiUi prcaouq and cunous 
stuila, (it for apparel , to which he added a quantity of jewels, 
and other costly articles. The Emperor accepted hia homage, 
and honoured him with a qbylaat of six pieces, a chaplet of pearls 
with a drdcl for the head, and an aigrette of jewels adorned by 
bbek eagle's feathers after which the Nawab made the usual 
bows, and withdrew into the next room which was that of 
Mr Macguire, the Chief of the factory and there he discussed the 
revenues and probable charges of the three provinces, and after 
some conversation on other matters relative to that object, be 
agreed to pay His Majesty a yearly tribute of twenty four lacs 
of rupees. This being settled, he returned to the presence, was 
dismissed with every domonstratlon of regard, and he repaired 
to his encampment After his departure, the Emperor having 
Consulted with the English rulers, accepted the offer after \jrhich 
he, on their request, went to the dtadel or castle, where he 
landed In some buildings called the Impenoi palace and which 
were affected to crowned heads only But as Mir cassem-qban ^ 
continued to harbour susptdous against my father and was not 
much pleased to see the Emperor’s troops in the dtadel, the 
Engiisb mterposed again and obtained of that Monarch, that 
S^yd beddiet>aaly qhan bahadyr should not have any interconrse 
with him in the castle The Emperor therefore wrote him a 
note to desire his remaining in camp amongst the troops to 
prevent their dispersing on account of the dissensions that reign 
ed requesting him at the same time to enlist new levies But 
the Nawab was not the only person that had taken umbrage at 
him Ram nardm who was Governor of the dty and province 
was indined likewise to harbour some ipprrhensions on his 
account, and he was uneasy, lest some day or other an agreement 
taking place between the Nawab and my father the Government 
might slfp from out of bU bands into those of that nobleman s 
Impressed with such idle ideas, Ram nardm was assiduous m 
poisoning the Navvab's mmd against my father* and In fabricat 
Ing intelligences to which that nobleman had never given cause, 
and which had never come so much as m his thoughts Mir 
cassem qhan ever prone to suspiaon and at this particular time 
somewhat Inclined to jealousy, instilled so many notions into the 
minds of the English that they sent my father word, requesting 
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his leturnmg to his estate about Rhotas My father answei.ecl, 
that as he was a servant of the Emperor's, and actually in his 
post by the Emperor’s command, he could not without his order, 
pretend to absent himself The English, who are men of sense, 
and naturally lovers of frankness and equity, admitted the pro- 
priety of the answer, and sent one of their nation to inform my 
tather that, as to their own part, they had no objections to him 
at all , but at the same time, they sent word to the Emperor, 
that it appeared that so long as Seyd-hed^iet-aaly-qhan remained 
at camp, busy in enlisting new soldiers, Mir-cassem-qhan would 
never be brought to pay any money, or to fujfil any of the 
conditions of the treaty ; adding, that it was proper that His 
Majesty should send an order for that nobleman’s retiring upon 
his estate The Emperor consented, and sent such an order, as 
was requested My father, finding how matters had turned out, 
went late at night, to take his leave of the Major, and of the 
English rulers , and the next morning, he took the shortest road 
to his estate But his departure did not affect Aaly-naki-qhan, my 
brother, who had followed my father, and had become Paymaster 
of the Imperial household , on the contrary, he was now decorated 
with the surname and title of Fahr-ed-doulah-bahadyr-zaafer- 
djung, (318) and he continued to live with the Emperor in the 
exercise of his office 

It was at this conjuncture I chanced to arrive at the English 
camp at Bankipore, after having been at much pains to obtain 
by the interposition of the English Chief of Cossim-bazar, 
permission to quit M8rsh8d-abad , and this happened in the 
following manner Some time before Mir-cassem-qhan had hasti- 
ly quitted BirbohSm, I had returned to M8rsh'8d-abad by his leave, 
where my situation had become very puzzling, as I found it 
impossible either to get out of that city, or to send, or receive a 
letter, and meanwhile Major Carnac, as well as Mr "Hay, and 
the English rulers of Azim-abad, remained in the dark as to what 
might have become of me Here it is proper to remember that 
as Ram-nar^in was not sincere towards Mir-cassem-qhan, he 
wanted to inspire suspicions to the English against him , and as 
he bore me no good-will neither, he was daily rendering me - 
suspected in that Prince’s mind, either by the suggestions of his 
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o\\Ti emissaric5, or b} those of Djagat seat's agent, hU whole 
aim being to engage the Nawab to exasperate matters by 
o^erlng me some Ul usage His brother, Dordj nariin, at the 
same time, was acting his part at Aaim-abad Meeting one day 
Mir^bdollah, my friend, whom he knew to be extremely attached 
""as well as extremely welcome to the English, ho whispered into 
his ear, that his friend, Mir ghSlam hossi^in qhan, had been made 
lAvay with b) a dose of poison b} order of the Nawab This 
intelligence seemed the more probable as I appeared nowhere, 
neither at Asim-abad nor In the Naw’ab s camp who was just 
arrhed andjOS no Intelligence at all had been received abont 
me, and no one knew where I might be the intelligence was 
taken for a certitude Add to this that Dordj nar^n had the art 
to entreat MIr-abdollah to sa) nothing of the matter and by all 
means to conceal his name that be might come to no harm on 
that account Out the Injunction not satis/>lng Mir abdollah 
the latter Imparted the Intelligence to m) >onng st brother, 
S6)d-aal) qhan who with my consort and family lived in my 
bouse at Aslm'^abad and both receiving a shock from this piece 
of news the more violent as endeavours were used to smother 
it they resolved to inform the English of the whole matter 
with the precaution however of concealing Durdj nnrftin their 
author s name as he was a Genloo of consequence and Mir 
abdollah wn*; a retainer of Ram nar^iln hU brother Hie) went 
therefore to the faclorj (219) and informed Major Carnac anil 
Mr Haj that thoj held the Intelligence from a person of great 
credit As those two gentlemen had a real attachment to 
Mr Amjatt as well as a rooted aversion to Mlr-cassem-^han s 
person on account of his having been promoted by Vanslttart 
their antagonist the) were perpetnali) on the vv'atch for finding 
the Nav'vab iu fault in order to throw the blame of it on 
Vansittart s shoulders. On hearing therefore the intelligence 
their displeasure blaied out Into a flame like lightning The) 
swore That if it proved true, that Mir-cassem had murdered a 
' friend and an envoy of theirs, he might depend upon their 
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“ finding means to exact a severe revenge for his death ” Mir- 
abdollah, frightened by the violence of their resentment, made 
use of every supplication, to make them proceed with less pre- 
cipitation and more secrecy, and he proposed that letters should 
be written to the English Chief of Cossim-bazar, and to me As ^ 
he spoke to men of much sense, although angry, the proposal 
was easily admitted , and they also wrote a letter to me to in- 
form themselves how matters went, and why I tarried so much 
The letter recommended to me, in case of necessity, to apply to 
the Chief of Cossim-bazar, who was then Mr Istanluc Batson 
(Mr Stanlake Batson), if possible, as to my last resource , they 
also wrote a letter to the same gentleman, in the character and 
language of the English, and sent both letters by one of my 
relations The arrival of that man, with his letters, filled me with 
joy, and it procured me the only expedient by which I might 
extricate myself I waited immediately upon the Chief of Cossim- 
bazar, and having got from him a boat, a messenger, and a pass, 

I arrived safe at Azim-abad, where, God be thanked, I saw my 
friends again, and found myself once more in my house and home 
But yet I was not quite easy, being in doubt whether I ought to 
visit the Nawab or not, as there subsisted everywhere such a 
strange appearance of double dealing, and discordance, that I 
could not help watering m my conduct My brother in the castle, 
and in high office 'with the Emperor, M8rly-dur and Ram-nariin, 
m appearance my friends, and in fact, my enemies , myself highly 
obliged to both, and unable to make a proper return ; Mir-cassem- 
qhan in hjs heart an enemy to Ram-narain ; the Emperor dis- 
satisfied and uneasy in the castle, the English at variance 
amongst themselves , Maeguire siding with Vansittart and the 
Nawab, and the Major with Mr Hay, being closely united with 
Amyatt, in opposing Vansittart, and also in supporting Ram- 
nardin against Mir-cassem-qhan such a confused scene was 
puzzling All this while the Radja, sensible of the strong sup- 
port he would meet with from the Major and Mr Hay, and their 
party, dissembled with Mr Maeguire, and paid his protectors an 
assiduous court, to the great discontent of both the Nawab and 
Mr Maeguire and it is for his having entirely neglected these 
two men, that he saw what he did see, and met with an untimely 

fate of his own seeking 
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As to m}self, the poor man, Mlr*cas5cm qban disliked me, 
because I had so many connections with the English , because 
my younger brother was in such high fa\our with the Emperor, 
and because he Imagined I had still much intimacy i\ith Ram 
^nardin whom he could not bear he likeudse harboured many 
suspicions against me ^Vnd, on the other hand both Ram nardin 
and MSrl) dur, mistrusting in me the %er> appearance of being 
Mir<^:asscm qhan s nominal servant and fearing lest some day 
I should avail myself of roy connections ^>itb the English, to 
dispossess these two men of their Government of Aiim>abad, in 
vvhich I mighf place my own father were much inclined to sus 
pect that I was alwa)s brewing some mischief Just at this time 
the r^av*\ab having for a purpose of his own, repeatedly express 
cd a desire to see me, I repeatedly excused myself on a pretence 
of illness until finding that he persisted in his instances, I re 
paired to his quarters. That Prince, on seeing me went to an 
inner apartment where after endeavouring to soothe my mind 
and to win m) heart he proposed to me a voyage to Calcutta. 

' You are ” said he m connection with Mr Amyalt the great 
supporter of Ram nariln I wish therefore you would go to 
Calcutta and manage so as that he might let go his hold of 
that man and join me as 1 want the Council s consent for my 
bringing that Governor under controuJ and for ray becoming 
his master as indeed it is proper I should be ’ Such an over 
ture, after what had passed between us could not but surprise me 
although I was not much displeased with its purport. I was 
myself for a variety of reasons inclined to quit Azim-abad and 
to go to Calcutta but dreaded the consequences of an alteration 
in Mlr-cassem qban s behaviour and the many suspicions with 
which his unsteady turn of mind would not fail to plague me 
should I ever concern myself in his affairs the very meddling 
with them seemed full of dangers J answered therefore that I 
had no objections to inj being employed in hia affairs but feared 
the unsteadmess of his temper which made him sometimes alter 
hu> mind without a sufEcient reason ‘ For instance,’ added I, 
what was the poor man s fault a BSdgam when after having 
shewn me the utmost kindness and inclination you turned 
about at once on the simple insinuation of Djagat seat s agent ? 
After having said sc much, I could not help Insmuating, that 
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although accusers might attempt to instil suspicions in the heart 
of a great man, ( for which there was no wondering, since such 
was their professional line) yet that it behoved a master and 
benefactor to be more careful, and never to disgrace his servants 
without having probably ascertained their guilt The Navvab 
heard all that, and then made use of the strongest assertions,# 
and the most solemn promises, to engage me to be hencefor- 
waideasy, he made me promise that I would undertake the 
voyage, and next day he sent me two thousand rupees for my 
expenses The matter being now settled, I took leave of my 
friends, and set out for M8rsh8d-abad, where I arrived in four 
days, and where I lodged at the house of a relation of mine 
As the Navvab had wrote to T8rab aaly-qhan, his maternal uncle, 
Governor of M8rsh8d-abad, to inform him of my going down 
for a service of his, that Governor assisted me expeditiously, in 
furnishing me uith boats, and everything else I wanted So that, 
after a stay of two or three days at M8rsh8d.abad, I arrived , 
safe at Calcutta, where I went to visit Mr Amyatt, Mr Gray, 
and Captain Knox, whom I frequented assiduously, and from 
whom I learned from time to time all the news of Azim-abad 

The Emperor was still in that city , but whilst he kept 
himself ready to set out on his journey to his capital, he waited 
impatiently for the arrival of Munnir-ed-doulah, whom he had sent 
as his Ambassador to Ahmed-shah, the Abdally-monarch But 
that Prince himself had already been invited over by Nedjib- 
ed-doulah, by Ahmed-qhan-bangash, and by the other Afghan 
Princes, as uell as by Shudjah-ed-doulah himself , and he had 
resolved to march into Hindostan, as far as its capital, where he 
intended to extirpate the Marhatta nation , for he liad heard 
with anguish that those infidels had taken possession of the 
citadel, confined the young Prince, who the Ministers of his 
father, Aalamghir the Second, had set up under the name of 
Shah-djehan , and pretended to no less than to set up their own 
Monarch in the young Prince’s stead, and to become the sole 
masters of alPHindostan With that view he advanced by long 
marches, and being arrived in the territory of Shah-djehan- 
abad, he gave the Marhattas several destructive defeats, and 
then returned to Candahar, his capital, after a severe campaign 
in India, which lasted full seven months, exclusive of the time 
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he spent in comnn, ind On his departure, he strongly 

recommended to the Af|,ban Pnnces, and to Shudjali^d ddulah 
m particular, to respect their lawful Emperor, and to submit to 
him It must be observed that during this whole campaign 
Munnir ed^dSuTah had been xcsldlng in the Coart of the Abdally 
monarch from uhoin he had obtained injauctions, to all the 
Indian Pnnces, to obey Sbali.aaiem as their lawful Monarch 
\ot content with that, the Abdally-conqueror had at his departure 
strongly recommended submission to all those Pnnces whom he 
had assembled in his presence and it seems that bis recom 
mcndation had produced a full effect For as soon as he wai 
gone, Nedjib<ed ddulah established SSltan Ojuvin baqht in the 
citadel of Shah djehan nbad as Deputy to his father Shah aalem 
he coined money in the fathePs name and ordered the Qbotbah 
or loyal prayer of Friday (aao) to be prononneed for his pros, 
penty Shudjah-^d ddulah did the same on his return to A8d 
hif capital from whence he sent sams of that new com, both m 
sliver and gold to Shah aalem and supplicated hts coming to 
pat himself at the bead of his faithful subjects Suppliques in 
the same style came at the same time from Ahmed qhan banga b 
and from Nedjib ed ddulah as well as from bis Ambassador, 
Munmr ed ddulah all of whom congratulated him upon his 
accession to the thron** of hu ancestors And as these many 
petitions were in the same style with those of Shudjah ed ddulah s 
and they came accompanied with sums of money in silver and 
gold, coined in bis name such a general cansent rejoiced the 
heart of the new Monarch who now saw how generally he was 
acknowledged insomuch that there remained no excuse now, 
either to the English or to the Nawab for ddaying his departure 
The English finding how universally be was expected took care 
to make him sign such a treaty as they thought proper after 
which they presented him with a sum of money, and some 
other articles that seemed necessary and wished him a happy 
jonmoy Sbab^aalem after retunng bis acknowledgments to 
the Almighty goodness for this flow of success, beat the General 
and contmued bis march towards his capital This was about the 
end of Shewal, or the beginning of ZiJcaad in the second year 

(290) Tba Qbolbftli wUeb li proooimcad STCI7 Fridaj la tbe menqaes aad 
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of his accession to the throne, which corresponds to the year 
1 184 of the Hedjrah He quitted Aaim-abad, and marched to- AD. 17: 
wards Shudjah-ed-doulah’s country But as soon as he had 
crossed the little river of Keram-nassa, that Prince himself made 

j 

his appearance, and being admitted to the honour of kissing the 
columns of the Imperial throne, he presented in' token of homage, 
such an offering in money, precious stuffs, and jewels, as seemed 
suitable to the occasion , after which he marched to his capital, 
in company with the Emperor 

This departure having rendered the Navvab easy with respect 
to the Emperor, he turned his views towards bryiging Radja 
Ram-nariin under his controul With that view he wiote re- 
peatedly to the Council of Calcutta, and to Governor Vansittart, 
who had declared himself his protector , and he likewise engaged 
Macguire to write against Ram-nardin, with whom the latter^ 
was himself much displeased flie Navvab took care, at the same 
time, to keep this new friend steady in his interest, by a variety 
of favours and presents which he knew how to place It was in 
these conjunctures that General Coote arrived at Azim-abad 
He bad been Major heretofore, ami was the man who, by Colonel 
Clive's ordei, had pursued MSshur Lass as far as Baesar This 
officer camo of late from Europe, whither he had repaired after 
that expedition of his , and from whence he came out again with 
the title of Geneial, and the office of Commander-in-Chief of the 
English forces Ram-nardin, ever intent on his own affairs, soon 
found means to gain him over to his own interest , and he used 
every day either to fill his ears with senseless rumours, that took 
their rise amongst the mob, or he was at the trouble of fabricat- 
ing them himself One day he sent him word, that Mir-cassem- 
qhan intended to surprise the English m their cantonments , and 
to countenance that intelligence, he took care to put his own 
troops under arms That officer, struck with the report, sallied 
before day-break from his camp with a small number of men, 
and suddenly made his appearance in Mir-cassem-qhan's quarters, 
where he found the Navvab asleep, as well as most of his troops , 
nor did his camp by any means wear the appearance of any pre- 
parative, or of any design whatever Ashamed of his precip- 
itancy, and full of repentance for so inconsiderate an action, he 
departed immediately, leaving behind an English officer, who 
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had orders, oa the Navvab s rising, to present bim the General s 
excuses, and to say, that having come to see him, he had gone 
' back on bis Ending him fast asleep " The Nawab had been 
a^vnkened by this time and receiving intelligence of this intm 
Sion of the General's, he was exceedingly dupleased at It, and 
he reprimanded the officer for so improper an action The officer 
brought fonvard all the excuses he could muster and then de 
parted but these excuses did not prevent Mir cassera>qhan 
from making a handle of this behaviour of the Generals, to 
complain at Calcutta and he drew that intrusion m such colours, 
that the Coun/nl disapproved the General s conduct, and sent bim 
a repnmand The officer Ending now that his behaviour had 
become public and that it covered him with shame, conclnded 
that he had no other party left than that of returning to England 
But meannhile this affair having brought to light some of Ram 
naxdln's suggestions and machinations, they gave rise to such a 
tram of consequences as ended in his own ruin 

As 1 was now at Calcutta these three months, and I had 
daily intelligence of the contents of Mir>cassem qhan now Aaly 
djahs letters (aai) I osed to make various attempts to gam 
Mr Amyatt s mmd to the cause I bad been entrusted with but 
always to little or no purpose at all One rlay when 1 imagined 
I bad gained some ground be thought proper to open his mmd 
and to speak very frankly in these very uords You know 
‘ yourself very well said he, that I never had any particular 
' attacbmeol to Ram nardin and no kind of incliuatiOD for bis 
person I um not without some objections to him but as 
Mr VansJllart has promoted Mir cassem-qban and has declar 
ed himself his protector it behoves me of course in con 
sequence of that settled jeaJousy that subsists between bim 
and me to side with Mir djoafer qhan and with Ram nardin 
And now that we have on both sides wrote to Emgland, and to 
' tlic Council of London, on the subject have both depreciated 
and accused each other and arc actually viilfying and accus^ 
mg each other still every Council day matters arc come to 
‘ such a pass, that nothing can settle them but such a dedsion 

(aai) Aaljhdjtk and ?*lak~djmk aro title* ol the nun* Import, aj wall aa 
All tbe»a ilxnifj Um lihatrkm* tubllma, or if job wQI, tlie high- 
vwted, or the man oi high rtation, and dlgmtj 
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“ from Europe as is expected by both sides , until, then, such a 
“ decision is arrived, I cannot turn towards Mir-cassem-qhan , 
" and even did I go so far, such a change of hands would redound 
“to my own dishonour and accusation. Let your master wait 
“ therefore the dispatches from Europe If the decision of London 
“should prove favourable to Mr. Vansittart, the Navvab is too 
“knowing a man to think of minding me , and if it should prove 
“to favour the opposite party, and transfer the disposal of 
“affairs into my own hands, then Mir-cassem-qhan will soon 
“ find where I shall be , and if he should seek me uith sincerity, 
“ I shall have no objections to a connection with him." This 
conversation having convinced me of Mr Amyatt's turn of mind, 
and of that of his party, 1 gave full information of it to my 
constituent , but this did not discourage him He was supported 
by Governoi Vansittart and his party, and always gained his 
point with the council , so that at last, he obtained their consent 
for his bringing Ram-nardin under his controiil and dependence, 
and for obliging him to give an account of his long administra- 
tion at Azim-abad As soon as 1 got information of this im- 
portant intelligence, I took my leave of Mr Amyatt, and of my 
other friends, and 1 repaired to M8rsh8d-abad, where after a stay 
of a few days, become necessary for some particular business of 
my own, I set out, and arrived at Azim-abad It must be re- 
membered, that Mir-cassem-qhan was not only an able accomp- 
tant and a keen discerner of the intricacies of public accounts, 
but that he had given himself able Ministers who helped him 
assiduously After receiving then, from the Council, the consent 
for which he had applied, he called Ram-nariin to the Controul 
office, and examined him about the following articles “ The 
“ quantum of the revenues he had hitherto received during his long 
“ administration, and the sum total of the expenditures he had 
“ made , the monies charged in the books, as paid to the Djaghiry- 
“ holders of the Emperor’s Court, and the Navvab's , and the 
“ receipts and vouchers of those disbursements , the sums charg- 
“ ed as paid to the troops, with a comparative statement of the 
“ reviews made, and of the number of horses marked on the 
“ thigh, and borne on the books “ Vouchers and regular ac- 
counts of all these, he required of him in the auditing-hall, m the 
presence of a large number of Ram-nardin's own officers, and 
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beads of oi^ce, vvltb whom be had formed Jt large circle round 
that Governor's person But is the whole of Run oarim's ad 
minislratiOQ and conduct Was one continual senes of fraud, double 
dealing, and axtlhce, this lequlsltion struck him with concern 
and ostonubment , and he applied to bfs friends for their sup- 
port and assistance, but findini^ them Impotent, he repenicd of 
the untlmited conSdence he had reposed in them, and especially 
in Major Camac and Mr Am>att, but repented too late Some 
of them, who nere men of firmness and courge exhorted him 
to stmd up in his own defence, and some others who were of 
a different temper advised him to submit to his fate, and to 
become humble As hr had 00 personal courage or firmness of 
his own and the time was come for bis receiving bis due for the 
usage which he bad offered to so many Mussulman widows, and 
to so many other defenceless people, he fonnd he had no other 
party left than that of snbmiUtng intirely to Mir cassera^ban s 
orders But, first of all, he made some of his principal accomp 
tanu abscond with their books However, this did not prevent 
the Navvab s people from soon finding (heir retreat. Sunder 
sing was the Grbt found out, and the first brought away, and put 
in confinement, uuder the care of Bereket-aaly and some other 
trustees of the Navrab s Court and as this confinement brought 
to light an immeusfty of embezslemcots m that man's manage 
ment of the army account'* and ao infinity of frauds and in 
fidelities Id the accounts of the Djagbiry holders, and in the 
receipts of the public income, seventies of course were added to 
this confinement, and his efifects, 10 money and jewels, were con 
fiscated. Bat as the man bad bad the precaution to disperse his 
fortune 10 time and his people, even at the moment of his lodg 
mgs being taken possession of, bad probably found means to 
save through the women 8 apartments, and from elsewhere many 
articles of high value no more could be found In his house than 
about seven lacs in cash, and nearly as much m other effects 
Bat Mansaram sahS, an eminent banker, in whose house he 
kept his accounts and effects, was involved m the confiscation 
as well as Gaoga bishum cash keeper to Sunder sing both 
being accused of concealing his effects. Mighty sums of money 
were recovered from these two men and earned to the trea- 
sury Radja MSrly dur the head harcaro, or head spy, who was 
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n-naram's associate, and had as much authority in the Govern- 
it as himself, was put to the torture, as well as Mahmed-aafac, 
wUtval, or Inspector of the Police a Magistrate, who was one 
ISrly-dur’s principal satellites, and who carried on his back a 
[ of curses and imprecations from an infinity of defenceless 
pie, whom he had oppressed or ruined Both these guilty 
i were obliged to surrender those immense sums which they 

been hoarding up for so many years past ; and all that 
it to Mir-cassem-qhan’s treasury The enquiries overtook 
jtepha-cSli-qhan himself, who was brother to Mirza-iredj-qhan, 
er-in law to Serqdj-ed-doula, (upon whom be God's mercy!) 
was certainly a malicious, ill-natured man, that deserved to 
involved in the seventies exercised on his friends ; but he 
1 in confinement, before he could be examined, and he depart- 
;owards those mansions of mercy, prepared by Him to Whom 
[ling is hidden or impossible These severities involved Seyd- 
ol-aaly-qhan, my paternal uncle, who on the fame of Ram- 
im's power and influence, had come over from Banares in 
*ch of employment, and had very unfortunately chanced to 
1 at Azim-abad, whilst Ram-narctin himself was actually undei 
finement This unfortunate man, having fallen, as well as 
jrs, under the lash of Mir-cassem-qhan's resentment, receiv- 
an order to quit the city, and to return to Banares , in short, 
conduct of everyone of the prisoners, after being subjected 
a variety of chicanery and accusations, underwent a thorough 
itiny, nor could anyone be ransomed but by surrendering 
se sums of money which had been hoarding up these many 
rs past Mir-cassem-qhan, after having gone through so immense 
:h inquisitorial business, and having confined Ram-narAin 
h his associates and dependants, marched through the city cassam-qban 
h all the pomp imaginable , after which, he took up his quarters 
the castle M8rly-dur was sent prisoner to Djehanghir- 
jur-dacca , but Ram-nar^in, with all his- relations, was kept 
[fined near his palace , and at last they were carried to M8r- 
id-abad ' 

One of the associates and favourites of that unhappy Gov- 
or's was Rao-shitab-ray, who became therefore a partaken of 

Navvab’s resentment. He was taken to task , imperious 
ictors were set over him , and pretences sought everywhere 



4J0 


THE Sb'lR 


/ for his rum But as he was a roaa of fortitude aud courage, he 
shut himself up in his house with a few friends, and resolved to 
nsL his life in defence of hts honour This air of vigour had its 
effect and for sometime ho was not meddled with by the Nav 
vab Nevertheless, matters went hard with him still , for Mir 
cassem>qban obtained from the Emperor the government of the 
fortress of Rhotas, with the Imperial Dlvanship of Azim abad, 
and the management of those Djaghiry lands that belonged to 
Semsam>ed>ddulah, now deceased (all which olfices bad been 
in Rai sliitab rd/s possession ) and lb was an account of bis 
management 19 these offices that was required of him with so 
luucli rigour, and so much chicanery Luckily for him that his 
atlaLhment to the English, and the services he had rendered to 
that nation in the battle against Qhadeo hassen^qban had made 
such an Impression on their gratitude that they resolved at any 
rate to have him out of the Navvab s hand They interposed 
therefore so effectually that it was agreed on both sides, that 
bis affair should bo examined and judged by the Connell of 
Calcutta The Navvab who reckoned on the Governor’s sup 
port consented and Shltab-riy, who trusted to the vigour of his 
friends, went down with Major Carnac and some others As 
nothing could bo proved against him and he was greatly esteem 
cd by the English the Governor and Council contented them 
selves with ordering that be should quit the Navvab's dominions 
Shitab rdy \vantcd no better and he returned up to Aiim-abad, 
m company with Mr ElUsand Mr Lusbington two persons who 
had been appointed Chief and second of the factory m thataty 
Mr Lusbington in particular who had a high regard for Shitab- 
rdy taking a whole battalion of Talingas with him, escorted 
him by the way of Cbapra. and Saarun until he saw him across 
the nver SordjS which also goes by the names of Deva and 
Gagra and forms the boundary between the provinces of Anm 
abad and that of A8d Mr Lusbington after having seen him 
safe m Shudja-ed dSulah s dominions parted with him, and re 
turned to Ailm-abad 

The Navvab, by such means as these and such confiscations 
as ivell as by the order and regularity he introduced in every 
branch of the admmistration and especially m the finances 
came to be possessed of an immense hoard of ready money 
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But tliere remained a relation of Ram-narain’b, and it was 
Mansaram, who was actually collecting the revenues of the 
country of TirSt, on the order side of the Ganga Mir- 
mehdi-qhan, who was a near relation of the Navvab’s, having 
been appointed Fodjdar of that district, Mansaram, who was 
equally brave and thoughtless, put himself upon his defence, 
was killed in an engagement, and by his death put an end to the 
dispute Mir-cassem-qhan, after having introduced order in^ 
his finances, and subordination in his dominions, turned his 
views towards providing for his defence He was amassing and 
manufacturing as many guns and flint-muskets as he could, with 
every necessary for war (222) Gurghin-qhan, the Armenian, 
was the man proposed to that particular branch , he was the 
principal General of his troops, and the trusty confidant of his 
heart , nay, the Navvab seemed to have sold himself to him 
totally But he had also several other Generals besides, whether 
Hindostanies or foreigners, everyone of whom he had appointed 
to some particular branch The most illustrious and most 
considerable amongst the latter was, Mahmed-taky-qhan, the 
Tabnzian, of Coozza-calan, (223) whom he had appointed Fodj- Mir-c 
dar of Birbohom, with orders to raise men, but to discipline only 
such as might prove able-bodied and serviceable The man ^ver: 
attached himself so heartily to his task, that he attracted a general 
admiration He raised a body still more numerous and bettei 
composed than he had been directed , and he applied himself so 
assiduously in arming, and exercising them in mock-engagements 
and in daily manoeuvres, that he approved himself superior 
to those of his rank , it being acknowledged that no one would 
have discharged that office with so much abilities as he did 

(222) The European reader may possibly hear with surprise, that those fire- 
locks manufactured at Mongher, proved better than the best Tower-proofs, sent to 
India for the Company’s use , and such was the opinion which the English officers 
gave then, when they made the comparison by order of the Council of Calcutta. 

Their flints were all Radjemahl agates, and their metal more mellow And even 
to-day, 1786, Colonel Martin, a Frenchman, who has greatly distinguished himself 
these twenty-two years in the English service, has, at Lucnow, a manufactory, where 
he makes pistols and fuzils better, both as to lock and barrel, than the best arms 
that come from Europe The comparison had been repeatedly made , and Sir Elijah 
Impey, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, carried to Europe one pair 
of those pistols 

(223) Tabriz IS the second city of Persia, and Coozza calan lb a town in 45 
territory 
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This ofUccr had (hr qualities of a Commander in Chief, and did 
Hchly deserve that hi^h employment much better at least, than 
iioch a cloth seller by the yard as was Gnrgbin'qhan Had ho 
commanded to the day of battle, as did Gurgbm qban,(a24) he 
uould have preserved Ids honour and character, nor bad the 
engagement ended as it did Although he had but a small force 
and his measures were thwarted by the jealousy of Sdyd mahmed 
*^han, tho Deputy Governor of MSrshBd-abad, and by the refrac 
tory behaviour of several Commanders, such as Sheh-hitbet ollah 
Aolcm qhan, and Djoafer qhan, all of whom were enjoined to 
obey hi 8 commands In the first battle against the English, and 
all of whoni disobc)ed hU orders. Hu conduct and name have 
been inscribed on the leaves of the historical page. As for 
Gurghln>qhan his elevation seemed to ha%e taken place, on put 
pose to demoluh and to overthrow Mir-casscm qhan a power and 
grandeur Bat this observation escaped his master or if it did 
not, he u*aj putbllnded by Mb destiny aa we shall shew m the 
subsequent part of this history 

If Mir cassem qhan was assiduously busy in providing the 
necessaries for war, be ivas no less attentive m whatever could 
contribute to introduce regulanty m tbe state, and subordination 
<• and* punctaaiity amongst tbe Zemindars Tbe prmcipal amongst 
them, therefore were ordered to attend at Court, Thu order 
gave umbrage to Cam-car<.qhaD who feared to be called to an 
account for hu attachment to tJie Emperor as well as for tbe 
arrears due by bu Zemlndary to tbe treasury of the province 
and he retired with hU troops into the mountains of the Ramgur 
Bat Bunlad sing, and Fateh sing who trusted to tbe merit of 

(224) Tht sotbor who «T«r/wber« loreiabs aj'ibvt tlut Geiienl did oOt 
kmnr or did oot tnlod, that b* u macb ■ nua ol gtniox, u UiJun«d*isk7H:iliso, 
but whb mcr« koowladfo. It wa* b« who trdaod aed dlfcipfiaeJ tbe Ncrnb • 
carmliT Ufentrr aod axtOIer/ lo tbe SoglUb maoofr and if half tralDed, u were 
tboee troopi, • limpie deUebmeot of them fought, ud defeated tbe troop* of Major 
Caatalr* wUcb wen foU a* emmerotu u tboM that woo tbe battle of Palaasj What 
would be not bare done, bad be had ardalaj of two jrean more, to train 
tboroagbl^ t It U probable that he would bare mined tbe Bfljlijb la tJtoa foe be 
wa* taUi^ eresy meaaun wUcb could render tbe Nirrab Independent Bat $0 
far waa he frorn predpltatisf bla fnitfar into a war with tbe that wbeo- 

ever be saw fafan hnpatleotad at the haaghtinees and pride of tbeae atrangert, be 
o*ed to aaj " Bt*r oMi/tritar jmfrt n*ty*iJUdgtd Bturw tJuU tnftr tUJ 
bU tiwu aJuu^vu $MaU k^/tmUurt t* fevr mint* 
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having forborne to join the Emperor, and of having always lived 
• in the Courts of the preceding Governors, readily obeyed the 
summonses, and were put under confinement. So mild a treat- 
ment could not be expected by Pahluvan-sing, and the other 
Zemindars of the Sercar, or province of Shah-abad, who all go 
by the name of BodjpSriahs Those men, fearful of being taken 
to task for their attachment to Ram-narain, and called to an ^ 
account for their robberies and violences of all kinds, did not 
obey the order, but put themselves upon their defence The 
Navvab, who had determined with himself to demolish all the 
ancient men of consequence in these provinces, but, above all, to 
extirpate the Zemindars that should prove refractory , &nd who 
intended to ruin all their castles and strongholds, sent first of 
all his own nephew, Aaly-qhan, to take possession of Cam-car- 
qhan's country He afterwards associated to him Assed-ollah- 
qhan, son to Mir-hossein-qhan, a man little scrupulous in shedding 
blood , after which dispositions, he determined to depart himself 
for Saharseram and the districts of Shahabad 

It was just in these conjunctures I arrived at Azim-abad from 
^ my journey to Calcutta, and I visited the Navvab in Doctor Fullar- 
ton’s company, a man who was a great friend of mine, as. well 
as in high favour with that Prince He received me with distinc- 
tion, and spoke with the utmost kindness , but as I had tarded very 
much in my voyage, he seemed really to be somewhat displeased, 
and he expressed his discontent in some complaints. I brought 
several excuses forward, which he seemed to accept, but being 
never without some suspicion or other in his mind, I perceived 
that he was not really satisfied, and that there lurked in his heart 
some particle of discontent It was about this time, likewise, 
that my father resolved, on his side, to pay a visit to the new 
Navvab. He had observed that his estate, which although mostly 
acquired by purchase, is deemed a Djaghir, was seated in the 
Navvab’s dominions, and, of course, at the Navvab’s mercy, and 
as he was resolved to live henceforward upon that estate, and to 
avoid the troubles of the busy world, it became incumbent upon 
him to be upon some terms with one in whose dominions he was to 
spend his days. He therefore expressed his desire to Mirza(225) 


(225) The word Mirza, which signifies high-born, always expresses, both in 
Persia and m India, a gentleman that can read and write, a qualification very 
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Shemj-eddid, an intimate (riend of his, and a fa\ountL of the Nai 
vab's. Mir-casscm qban, who remembered how inferior to my 
father he had bccOj and >et was conscious of that superlonty of 
rank and dignity, so undeniable in his visitor, to which he w ould be 
obliged by the rules of decency to pay an adequate regard, declined 
the interview under some pretence , and when at last he consent 
V4 cd, it was on such conditions as strongly evinced the dl/Tcrence be 
conceived between a reigning Navvab, and a disgraced Prime 
Minister My father, on the other side, on hearing of the high 
pretensions of Mir-cassem^qhan’s, w'as disgusted, and he repented 
of his having come so far as Aaim abad Luckily that I was m} 
scUin that city As *1000 os I heard of this misunderstanding, I 
went to mj father and prevailed upon him not to stand upon 
the etiquette, but to pat up with the pride and pretensions of 
Mir^cassera qhan s as a necessity to which the tunes strongly 
pointed The representation had its effect and be submitted to 
them But when the interview came to take place, it happened 
^ that the Nawab himself overawed the aged appearance of his 
noble visitor, and by a sudden recollection of his former greatness, 
at once receded from his own pretensions, altbongh they had been 
^ submitted to and getting up from his Mesned of State, he 

advanced some steps embraced him as an equal made him sit 
close to himself on that same Mesned and took care to express 
himself 111 such respectful terms, as might pour a stream of 
»otlior'«£»* gladness over the old nobleman s heart The visit having 
SStr^eet. I^l^d some time my father got up and was dismissed with the 
fol mMncr utmoit honour and deference. The Navvab granted him his 

request with the best grace and ever after made it a point to 
shew him the utmost regard and respect 

Whilst I was rejoicing at this plcasmg prospect I was" 
suddenly called up by my ill fortune I was one day fitting In 
Mir-abdoliah’s house, when a chopidar or mace-bearer, came 
from the- Navvab commanding my attendance. I hastened 
thither,- and was conducted to an inner apartrocot where the 
Prmce was sitting aJone. /want, said he, ' somtihtngfrom 

mre* amoDX tb* M ra ra l aa yn , sltbonffa *o conuuoa vno^ftt Gtotoo*. This irord 
rignifitj ao iDor*, when pat b(i£«Ma th« j bat whtn jtfUf it ahrajs signlfiti th« 
Royal Princ* tach a on*. Httaco Mir shams eddJo slpilSts ooJy Mr Shoffls- 
eddlo but Shams eddin-mlr** wooM signify the Rc^ Prlnco Sbmnn-nddla. 
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you'' “ What can it be/’ answered I, “ that should be rn my 
power to give to your Highness ? Whatever be in Bagdad, is 
always at the Qhaliff’s command ”(226) Let us have, said the 
your Djaghu y estate at Mon^hyr, that / 7 nay confer 
it, together with that fortress, on Gurghin-qhan, who ts to go 
thither, in order to put it tn a state of repair. Your lands 
are close to the fossi , and it ts ten to one, but that your agent 
' will be daily laying complaints against his agent, as the latter 
will not fail to do against the former Now, / wish to be rid 
of all that beforehand I will give you, in exchange, a better 
estate than that I answered, “ That he might, do what he 
“ thought best for his affairs , that I wanted only a subsistence, 
“ which he might easily afford , and that, if it should be his 
“ pleasure to give, and my good fortune to receive, some other 
‘ lands in exchange, it would be necessary to write to Radja 
“ Radj-b 811 ub, who, since Ram-narain’s confinement, was Deputy 
“ Governor of Azim-abad ” The Navvab promised it, but yet 
put me off with some vague promises, and in a few days he 
departed for Saharseram and BodjepSr , nor did the exchange 
take place So that I became extremely embarrassed for a 
subsistence , and as I was deeply in debt, and utterly destitute 
of camp equipage, I could not make the campaign with him. 
Doctor Fullarton, and some other friends, supplicated him for 
what was due to me upon my pay, but he only answered by a 
very well, and never thought of it any more Fain I was to 
remain at Azim-abad, whilst he departed for Saharseram. 

He was at the head of an army as numerous as the multi- 
tude at the Day of Judgment ,(227) but as Pahluvan-sing, with 
the other Zemindars of the country of Shah-abad, did not dare 
to stand their ground, they crossed the Ganga and fled to Ghazi- 
poor, where they built themselves habitations in the dominions 
of Shudjah-ed-doulah, and in the territory of Radja Balvant- 
sing, Zemindar of Banares Their lands were taken possession 

(226) The Arabian Emperors, successors of Mohammed, had made for several 
hundred years together, their residence at Bagdad, and were called Qhaliffs, or 
successors 

(227) That expression signifies only numerous , for at no time did the Navvab 
have more than sixteen thousand cavalry, and twenty-five thousand infantry , one- 
half of which were accoutred and trained in the English manner , that is, as much 
so as Indians can be, when not under the eye and guidance of English officers 
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of b) the Na\\ib, who {>!aced his own collectors m cich Zemin 
dary, and supported them b) strong bodies of troops whilst 
be remained, himself, all the while, at his head quarters of Sahar 
scram, is if to give full scope to the inxictics of hfs mind Ills 
temper, naturally suspicious, rendered him anxious about diving 
Into the secrets of fimilics, and especially in those of great men 
^d on that account lie spent great sums In procuring Intelligence 
t^ing circ to gi\e nuclj authority to Radja ‘^Sek Iaal,(328) his 
head spy who by the means of the numbers be retained in his 
pa) furnished him with minute intelligence concerning every 
man in hia service high or low and especially about whatever 
concerned the Zi mlndars not omitting even the inhabitants of 
the cities But the greatest evils arose from the intelligence 
convejed by Nann8 mull the spy who having already made his 
'ipprenliceship in Qhadura hassen qhan's service, at PSrannb as 
professed delator to the mm of an infinity of persons, had now 
attached him«!(If to Garghin qhan and being a roan of a malig 
nant disposition he continued the same trade with tlic Navwab 
Unfortunatol) tin man who h-vd enmities and feuds of his own 
spread desolation in an inimity of families for Gurghln qhan 
listened to NannS whilst the Navvab listened to Gurghm qhan 
Wliat IS more inoftifving 1 that the wretched man was ex 
ccedinglv revcng*lul and whf-n once he had conceived seoli 
Qitnls of hatred against anjone lliij would Ink a deep root in his 
diabolical heart never to be extirp itcd hereafter nor was such 
a disposition much dissimilar to that of his master, and here is 
a proof of U Kelb-aaly qhan and Holder aaly qhan, sons to Ala 
cSli qhan Fodjdarof BagaJpore were found fault with for having 
been in the engagement against the Radja of Gohrec p8r, where 
Mir abul hassen qhan who was son to T8rab-aaly qhan, the 
Nawab 8 maternal uncle bad chanced to be slain Another 
reason of resentment against them was their having made a 
visit to General Coote, on his journey to Aiim abad on the score 
of their having already commenced an acquaintance with that 
officer, when he first passed by BagalpSr m hxs pursuit of 
MSsher Lass This interview had made a very heavy impression 


(a^d) Tbe trord sp7 Impllei Dotbtog dUboDOarmlile la India and the chief of 
thasa people U alira)rs a men of oDporUiic*, nearly a yiolfter of the Foreign 
Department 
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oil the Nawab's iniiul , ukI lie sent orders to !\.adj i R<idj-b8I18b, 
his Deputy (jovcrnoi of Aziin-abad, to put tliem both undei 
confinement He liad now inured himself to the sufferings of 

O 

defenceless people, and was grown bold by the murder of Sitaram 
and Sheh-saad-ollah, and by the forbcar.ince of the English , foi 
those two unfortunate men, together with then father, remained 
in dll the miseries of confinement, so long ns his dominion lasted^^^ 
What looks strange is, that the satellites, sent by Radja Radj- 
b8ll8b, to fetch those ill-fated brothers, having met me by chance 
on the road, surrounded by my customary retinue, they mistook 
me for their prey, and desired me to follow them , .and although 
I expostulated strongly, they answered nothing to the purpose, 
and I was f.un to go u hethersoever they thought proper to lead 
Ihey carried me to Radja Radj-bSllSb This Governor, on 
hearing my name and family, was confounded , he professed 
much concern, made an apology, and dismissed me I returned 
thanks to God, and went home But how shall I express that 
variety of painful sensations, to which I became a prey, in that 
single hour ’ May God Almighty never permit anyone of His 
creatures to become an object of inquiiy to tyrants, accustomed 
to frighten mankind , or if any unfortunate people should become 
such objects of persecution, may His goodness please to send 
them a quick delivery from the intricacies of the net of suspicion ' 
Amen, O ' Almighty God 

So suspicious a government soon interrupted all social in- 
tercourse , and people, accustomed to a certain set of actions, 
and acquaintances and visits, now found themselves under the 
necessity of abandoning them at once, and of living at home 
altogether It was some months before this confinement, that Mir 
the Navvab had taken to task Radja Sitaram himself, a Minister susi 
who transacted a great deal of important business This man, 
mistaking so far his master’s temper, as to think him as neglect- mtei 
ful and conniving as the former Viceroys, forgot himself entirely, 
and, in imitation of all the penmen, and of all the heads of office, 
who used to exact exorbitant fees, and to carve for themselves, 
he put suitors under heavy contributions, and made it a practice, 
in every business that passed through his hands, to exact money 
at his pleasure, and to transform equity into injustice, and injus- 
tice into justice, Another person of consequence fell under the 
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Nfiwab 6 disp/easure, ft tvas Sheh saad-ol/ah, a Commander, 
who, under Ram narim'i ^administration, had often been sent 
amongst the restless Zemindars of Uie districts of Shah abad, 
where he had acquired much local knowledge of the country 
was concerned in most oT its branches of revenue, commanded 
actually in some districts, and kept up a deal of correspondence 
s.^^^th the Zemindars, now residing at GhailpSr This roan mak 
mg no difference between the past and present times, contmued 
bis correspondence with them, and to all appearance, made use 
of some expressions that gave offence to the Navvab a Pnnee 
who was minvtely Infonned of everything of consequence that 
happened in his service for he bad actually in his pay two or 
three head spies, everyone of tvbom bad been, In times of yore, 
a man of importance m the household of some mighty Minister 
or mighty Sovereign of Hfndostan, where be had the authority 
to mform and to advise. Everyone of these was now at the 
head of several hundreds of spies wliose business was to pry 
mto the secrets of every family, and into the actions of every 
man whether in the Nawabs service or not. These men being 
accustomed to accusations, and trusting to the facility of a denial 
always in Ibeir power and to a he always at their command, were 
stopped by no scruples at alt and they made no distinction of 
either times or persons. But these men were accused m their 
turn They were arrested, and potto a severe scrutiny, and 
being found guilty, they were ponished as well as others Indeed 
I never could find the particular guilt of anyone of them 
whenever I come to be informed of it, 1 shajl mention it m the 
subsequent pages But I bold it from the mouth of several 
pereons worthy of credit that not one of those five persons had 
committed any such enme as might have deserved death they 
even added that everyone of them had fallen a victim to con 
jecture and suspicion Sbeb saad*oIlah, In particular, was found 
fault with for his attacbmeot to Mir djaafer qhan, and for his 
bolding correspondence with the fugitive Zemindars, Sltaram 
likewise, had written some letters to a Zemindar in one of which 
ho gave him information of the day in which the Nawab would 
set out and it was concloded that the advice was given with 
intent to put him upon bis guard nay the very correspond 
Ing with the fugitive Zomindari, \>as reputed a crime nor was 
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the guilt of the three head harcaras, or spies, of any other nature. 
They were then put to death upon bare suspicion , their guilt 
did not amount to more Five executions of that importance, 
spread far and near such a dread of the Navvab’s resentment 
and exactitude, and it took so, much possession of all hearts, 
that there was no man in his Court, however considerable, who 
durst speak a wrong word, or who, whether near or far, could 
sleep in his bed easy and in peace of mind It must be observed^' 
that in the treaty concluded between the Navvab and the English, 
it^had been stipulated that he should have an absolute authority 
over all his servants, Indians or others, without being liable to 
any question on that subject. Nevertheless, as capital punish- 
ments are actions of such a mighty nature, letters came from the 
Council, asking the reason of those persons being put to death, 
and requesting an answer The Navvab, to prepare his answer, 
sent to Doctor Fullarton, and to two or three English friends of 
his, some letters of Sheh-saad-ollah’s, and of the others, which 
had been laid hold of by him, as a ground for their being put to 
death , and he requested their being translated into English 
As the Doctor was as much attached to me, as I was to him, he 
put those letters into my hands, for my opinion On casting my 
eyes upon one of them, I found that there were erasures, and 
corrections, although done with a deal of art, and on that account 
I concluded that, possibly, the writer's death had some other 
secret cause I conjectured that letters might have been written 
after the death of those men, and sealed with their seals, con- 
taining whatever their enemies had been pleased to insert 
Some of these erasures and (229) corrections I shewed to Doctor 
Fullarton , but I cannot say whether the letters themselves were 
forwarded to the Council or not , nor in what manner the Navvab 
excused his putting those men to death , nor in what light those 
excuses were received 

Mir-cassem-qhan, being now rid of this affair, undertook to 
visit the fortress of Rhotas (230) He sent notice of his design to 

(229) They never ^ign in India , at least, this is the case with the Mahometans , 
and as the date and place of the writer are never marked but upon the outside of 
the cover, where also they set the seal, which is nothing but the man’s name, stamped 
with printer’s ink, one may judge from thepce how difficult it would be to authenti- 
cate any such letter in an European tribunal 

(230) Rhotas IS a fortress upon a rock, three leagues in circumference It is 
lofty and craggy, and contains lakes, woods, pasture, meadow, arable, and woodland 
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Ncssar aal) qhan, the Go\oraori whom he had placed himself, as 
well as to Saho mul, uhom ho had appointed to be his Deputy, 
and, as my father was tbco at Saharscram, upon a visit to the 
Navvab the latter took iho old nobleman with him in his survc) 
of that famous fortress -He had also in his retinae Scyd aaly 
qlian, my younger brother, whom he Iiad taken in his service, on 
Mr Macguire's recommendation, whilst I was in Calcutta and 
'fe- now gave senice, tikeuisi., to niy youngest brother, GhaJib 
aal) qban, on my father's recommendation \ak> aaly qhan, my 
third brother who was >ouoger than me b) some >cars bat 
older than Lhq two others h id been several times desired by the 
Navvab to take service with him bat he had constantly decimed 
it, contenting himself with enjoying the small share allotted him 
in the family estate The Nav\ab iflcr having amused himself 
with viewing the fortress returned to Saharscram where ho dis 
missed my father to his estate and he put under confinement 
Saho mul, the Deputy Governor of Rholas as well as Nak), the 
Imperial Colonel who was for a long time in gamson there 
Mir*cajsem qhan, having in this manner arranged the aSairs of 
the province ofSbah-abad appointed Mir mebdi qban, a nephew 
of Assed>oUab>qhan s to command in the districts of Sabar 
scram and Ch^m p8r, comprising under bis management, the 
several Zemmdanes In Seress, and Cotombab, from whence their 
owner, Beshen sing, bad 6ed to Banares But to msure the 
repose of the country, be ordered Sbeh mahmed>acbar-qban the 
Lucnovian, a Commander of character to attend the new gov 
emor recommending to him to keep a watchful e}e on the 
machinations of the fugitive Zemindars and especially on Pah 
luvan sidg, a man that might endanger the tranquillity of the 
whole country Somro an European (aji) was stationed at 
Baesar with three or four regiments of disciplined Talingas, and 
some pieces of cannon but Mir roshen aajy qhan the Paymaster 
bad biB station at BohodjpSr with bis whole brigade of horse 

bat tfa* there to biul, It li lo all thoto Usd of loitrei»ei to comrnoo all ore 

lodia, that ereo the gardsoos of ostlTQ* roqolra to b« chASgod ortrj foortb mootlr. 

( 331 ) Somro who as the chief aun of the coaotij hade right u U the 
cadom *11 orer Indu to • portloo of the booties mailf, by those fxmoai bAodittl of 
tbe Bod{p8r cnooby lorhsd them all to cn efitartUomeat before the fort of B«csv 
and as they all came whilst be was ezerdsfog' a regiment of T Uagaa, or tfpabees 
he at ooca nude them load with ball mod falling at oece with fixed bayooets opon 
tJtott mltcmatr, he pot them alf to death, to tbe aomber of six hsadred 
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and foot After these dispositions, he took a circuitous yiew of 
the country of Mug, which contains the districts 'of Seress, Co- 
toombah, A-rval, Ticary, Bahar, and Paluch, with some other 
parts, and then marched to Monghyr But before setting out 
for the latter town, he sent for Radja Radj-b81I8b, Deputy Gov- 
ernor of Azim-abad, and put him under a safe confinement in 
his camp , after which, trusty persons were sent to confiscate^^^^^ 
his property at Djehanghir-nugur-dacca In his stead, Radja 
Nobet-r4y w'as invested with the qhyllat of Azim-abad, and sent 
to take care of that province and city As soon as he had dis- 
patched the new Governor's instructions, he set out* himself on 
the fifteenth of Zilhedj, in the year 1175 of the Hegira, and A D 
made his entry in the citadel with the utmost pomp and magni- 
ficence , after which he ordered the walls and fortifications to be 
put in the best repair, with some improvements. As to the build- 
ings, he not only ordered the old ones to be put in a complete 
repair, but he directed additional ones to be erected, in which 
he took up his abode, living with such state and authority, and 
shewing such a firmness of command, as struck everyone with 
awe and admiration But all this, however, did not conduce to 
his domestic happiness , he found himself stinted in his enjoy- 
ments As since his accession to power, he had procured a 
number of fine young women, he could not help being grievous- 
ly vexed at finding a great alteration in his virile powers These 
were in a little time so much impaired, as to become an object 
of surprise to himself , so that he sought everywhere a remedy 
to that heavy misfortune, as he called it The most renowned 
physicians held consultations together, and prescribed a variety 
of remedies, but all to no purpose, when one day some un- 
known man put into his hand a receipt of such amazing efficacy, 
that It seemed to have recalled in him all the powers of the most 
fervent youth The Navvab having found a singular benefit 
from the receipt, proposed it to some of his favourites, who like- 
wise found their youthful vigour recalled and recruited, a cir- 
cumstance of which I have heard some of them talk with won- 
der and transport After this little anecdote, let us revert to 
our narrative 

Mir-cassem-qhan, having given the necessary orders for the 
citadel of Azim-abad, repaired to Monghyr, which town he made 
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the centre of all biuincss, and the capital of his dominions. 
There he applied himself closely to the affairs of Government 
for most of which ho had a particular turn of mind and as a 
regard to truth is so great a requisite in an historian, and im- 
partiality IS so valuable a quality in those that record the events 
of the age, and enamerate the actions and words of men of 
'•■vi^minence we, in compllincc wth the well known verse — 

You lUT«pr«ltjr macb dcsonttt) OA Us bsd qaalldes tell os nour ot bis 
good ones “ 

I shall proceed now to set down, with the pen of truth 
whatever elsu we know by ourselves, or have heard from others 
on this very eminent character and indeed it must be, 
acknowledged, that although the perpetual treasons and endless 
dupliaties, which he had been seeing throughout so many 
preceding admmistratioas, had soured bis temper and the per 
petu&I lohdelites of the troops as well as of the Commanders 
and Grandees of Bengal bad rendered him exceedingly suspicious, 
and ever prone to confiscation of properties, confinement of 
persons and effusion of blood nevertheless, it was ackpowleged 
on all^hands that he had admirable qoalificatioDS that balanced 
his bad ones. In unravelling the mtncacies of affair* of Govern 
ment and especially the knotty raystenes of finance, in ezamln 
ing and determining private differences , in establishing regular 
payments for bis troops and for his bonsehold in honounng 
and rewarding men of ment and men of learning in conduct 
ing bis cxpendflare exactly between the extremities of par 
simony and prodigality and in knowing intujbvely where he 
Great abU- must spend freely and where with moderation — in all these 
qualifications — he was an incomparable man mdeed and the most 
extraordinary Pnoce of his In imitation of the ancient 

Sovereigns of thu country, be used to sit In a public hall of 
audience tw^o days in the week, where he examined by himself 
the pretensions of suitors, and unravelled their rcspecbve sub- 
terfuges, and although be did not pronounce sentence, but after 
having asked the opinions of the persons preposed to matters 
of jusbee and law yet it was always upon his own judgment 
He ordered the plambff and the defendant to come dose to him, 
listened to their allegations with attenboo, and sometimes con 
firmed the sentence of the Judges nor was any man daring 
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enough in his Court, to touch a bribe, or to speak in behalf of 
an unjust pretension, or to sink any man's right or due, or to 
throw any doubt upon it The poor, defenceless landholders, 
who in the administration of a Djanki-ram, and a Ramnarain, 
had been dispossessed of their villages and hereditary estates, 
by the rapacious violence of short-sighted Zemindars, found now 


that the day of redress was come for them Those that had^ 
vouchers, were admitted to a probation , and those that had not7 


were admitted to an affidavit, from the most ancient inhabitants 


of the spot, corroborated by the attestations of the Cazy and 
Mufty of that district After their right had been, ascertained, 
they received their dismission with suitable orders to the re- 
spective Zemindars and men in power ; and mace-bearers were 
sent with them to see the oppressed reinstated in their estates, 
and the defenceless righted in their grievances He was equally 
attentive to objects of a more public nature The numerous 
ornaments, in gold and silver, that had once adorned Seradj-ed- 
doulah’s Imam-bara, (232) and had been heretofore melted into 
coin, to the amount of several lacs, were now taken notice of , 
and the whole sum, with a great detd more besides, vwas, 'by 
his order, repaid to the S6yds, (233) to the necessitous and the 
needy In these charitable distributions, he always made use of 
the channel of His Highness Sheh-mahmed-aaly-hazin, chiefly , 
and occasionally of Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, and Sheh-mahmed- 
hassen, and Zair-hass6in-qhan, and of some other pious persons 
of that note, all men renowned for their knowledge and exemplary 
life The original of the poesies of His Highness Sheh-mahmed- 


1232) The Jmam-bara, or Pontiff’s close, as those words import, is a square 
building two stories high, built by Seradj-ed-doula, for the purpose of celebrating 
the ntes of the Muharrem in commemoration of the death of Hossdin, grand son 
to the Prophet, who was slain at Kerbelah , that building is then finely illuminated 
with coloured fires placed behind glasses, and behind frames of coloured talk All 
M8rsh8d-abad is in an uproar in those ten days , nor is there keeping even women 
at home But there are several Imam»baras, and numbers of houses are occasion- 
ally turned to that use Hoss^in’s death is there represented with theatrical action 
round a grand catafalco 

(233) The Shyah Mussulmen hold that the fifth of their revenue is due to the 
S^yds^ or descendants of the Prophet, and this contribution is therefore called 
Qhoins But all the other Mussulmen, (and these constitute the five-sixth of the 
whole) that is, all the Sunnies, believe only that a tenth of one's revenue is due to 
the necessitous , and this charity is called Zecaat, 

5 M VOL, II — 55 
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aaly haim bad been purchased at a high pnee b) the former 
administraUon, but not pajd, and, oo beiog informed of it, lie 
ordered the payment to be made good from his owm treasury, 
assigning to that illustrious man at the same time, a pension that 
administered to all his wants , for be reckoned it amongst the 
felicities of bis administration, to have chanced to pay for that 
''^^eclous collection Hb regard for the author was no less con 
spicuous. Whenever that illustuous man came to see him there 
uas al\\a)s a Afesned spread for him dose to his own and he 
used to get up and to advance some steps, and to bou to him 
with the utmOst respect and modest) He listened with at 
tention to whatever he had to sa>, and thought it an honour to 
approve himself obedient to his commands, being proud of 
granting his demands with the best grace imaginable He paid 
likewise a high regard to the virtuous men mentioned above, 
putting his ombuion In keepio], them satisfied to the utmost of 
their wishes. As to the pa>ment of his troops, he was so exact 
and so regular, that I do not recollect to have beard a single 
complaint on that head The truth Is that bu exactitude and 
keenness were so dreaded that no one dared to impose a false 
muster upon him or to withhold an) one soldier's due 

As to myself if I did not make a fortune under his admini 
stratioD it must be attributed either to m) bad conduct or to m) 
bad luck ‘^fter having alrcad) spent a long time in Aalm-abad, 
in great distress and difficulties, 1 was once apostrophised b) 
Doctor Fullarton in thcbc words ‘ My Lord Qban wh) do 
not you go to Mougbyr to try your fortune? Because 
said 1 I am not satisfied with Mlr-cassem qban s smeerity 
' And should he please to injure you here, repbed be, who 
can protect you ? Better for you then to go at once to him. 

“ Possibly, on seeing you, he shall give you some empIo)ment- 
“ As for us, Mr Ellis has informed you, that we dare not meddle 
m anything, or protect anyone, especially such a one as you, 

* who are reputed the Nawab s servant, and whose case, on that 
‘ account, admits not of your being protected openly These 
few words struck me Finding that what the Doctor said was 
founded on truth, 1 set out for Monghyr, and paid a visit to the 
Nawab This Pnnee received me not only with kindness and 
distinction, but be spoke to me with as much familiarity as if f 



MUTAQHERIN 


435 


had been one of his intimates or favourites At the second visit, 
he seemed not so much as to know anything of me I was so 
confounded at his coldness, and so nettled at this reception, 
that I pronounced for my protection the fine words, (234) and 
for a month together, I recited that prayer, which begins with 
these words, and has been put in verse by Sheh-mahmed-aaly- 
hazin (whom God may place amongst the highest of his elect !) 

My reading ended about the third of the month Zilhidje, tk^"^ 
forbidden (235) The intent was, that God Almighty should be 
pleased to protect me from the Nawab’s ill-will, and to procure 
me some benefit trom his power And a strange and admirable 
effect did the prayer produce ’ I was in the nightly* assembly on 
the first day of Muharrem , the Navvab, of his own motion, 
called me, made me sit close to himself, spoke a great deal to 
me, and continued keeping up the conversation, until the as- 
sembly broke up late at night The second day, being again in 
the assembly, as usual, I took care to choose my seat at a 
great distance from him, sensible, that his demonstrations of 
kindness were not to be trusted, and that his favour itself had 
no stabilty But he soon found me out , and sending for me, 
he made me sit so near his person, that I touched his clothes 
Not satisfied with that, he added these words “ I desire you to 
“ sit down every night close to me in this manner And pray, 

“ why did you not tell me of your circumstances and distress ?” 

I answered, that His Sublime Highness knew them very well. 
“How should I?” replied he. “ I have not the science infuse ” 

/ shall inform your Highness^ answered I He rejoined, 

“ when ?” After the ten days of mourning shall be over “ Pray,” 
said he, “ what wordly business is ever at a stand during these 
“ sacred days, that your own should be on that account suspend- 
ed?” I replied, that there was no speaking about one’ s private 
affairs in so much company , and that it was not customary to 
address people of his rank on business^ in these days “Is that 
the etiquette?” said he “Then come to-morrow, with your 
“paper, at day-break ” At day-break then I was ready with my 

(334) The fine words are these There is no God, but God , and Mohammed, 
ji His Missionary 

(235) This month being that in which the pilgnmage was performed at Mecca 
(many centuries before Mohammed), was called the forbidden el-haram, because it 
was unlawful in that month to travel, that is, to wage war 
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ly band , It was In general lerroa On reading It, be 
paper in i '’'® rupees, in free gift , 

presented *** *6e arrears of my saiary should be paid to the 
ordered t® present month, commanded that, henceforward, I 
last of tli“'‘^ esery month without fall, and desired me to see 
should be same time, permitted my middle 

him every M*6'“l)’'ril>an, to visit him once a week, and my 
brother G°'^°‘*’er, S4yd-aaly qhan, once In a fortnight but as 
*^^jngc 3 t f >°*>ng man rvas gone, he directed the Superintendent 
soonasthJ of audleocci to deny him admittance, under <ome 
of his other The reaaon was, that be had seen 

plausible '^ith the English, and that he suspected, that 

him \ery and Incapable to make any distinction 

as ho ^vas place, ho might be prevailed npon to serve them 
of times h® looked upon me to be a man of 

as their experience, a man capable of concealing bis 

discretion come to my knowledge) and of 

secrets (sF *®rvlce upon an emergency, else, In other respects, 
rendering ^ l>«big another such a man as that 

he did not losomuch, that although 1 bad found such an 

brother of rolnd, yet, to coaUnne long to live upon good 
opening In 1 rendered extremely difficult, by ray known 

terms ;>*ith^ and by the continual alarms which 

connections^®^ m his mind. But, indeed, no man was secure 
they occasi®®* Nuiur-aaly-qhan, son to Gbolam hossiin-qhan 
in bis audience to the late Aahv verdyt 

and Superir^®®® (God knmrs by what good luck, and 

qhan had continued In the same office as Daroga to Mir 

for what in'*® Dlvan-qhatu, that is, as Introductor general But 
cassem-qha/*®® given to another and it proved to be to one 
now that of^^' ^®®” **^®^y 1° Djagat seat s service, but 

Sheh-abdolll’ ^1° eddln-ahmed-qban himself, as writing 

had formerl^®® business should be to correct the hand of S6yd 
master whi ^ brother to whom that Prince Intended to 


aaly qhan ^ marriage. This man was promoted to t^t 

. n*« rfW'nm mAnrla f Inn anvl \Tnw-n w. n a lir. /-ili ■ n 


give bis recommendation and Naiur-aaly-qban, 

office at Gur^^ office but was sent into confinement, to make 
not only Iosfj“® money which his father had amassed 

him refund tl former Princes. A few days before this 


In his tim< 
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dismission, TSrab-aaly-qhan, maternal uncle to the Navvab, had 
been dismissed from his office of Deputy Governor of M8rbh8d- 
abad , and his post was given to Seyd-mahmed-qhan, a man born 
in Bagdad, and who was a relation to Mir-cassem-qhan, by his 
being a brother to his , grandfather, Imtiaz-qhan Asker-aaly- 
qhan, son to the forgiven Seif-ollah-qhan, once Viceroy of Tatta, 
was promoted to the command of the Radj-shahi, a rich district ^ 
in the province of Bengal As to TSrab-aaly-qhan, he repaire*& 
to Monghyr, where he lived in his nephew's court 

It was whilst these changes were taking place at Court, that 
the Navvab was planning an expedition against the^Zemindar of 
Betia The command of it was given to Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, son 
to Mirza-davar-c8Ii-beg, who had been for a long time Grand- 
master of Artillery to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and now enjoyed a small 
part of that office under Mir-cassem-qhan He had with him 
several Commanders with their corps, together with some pieces 
of cannon in the English fashion, and some regiments of Tahngas, 
disciplined by Gurghin-qhan His orders were to take the 
fortress of that name, and to chastise the Zemindar of that 
country, who had proved unruly It was at this time also, that 
several titles of honour were sent by the Emperor to Mir-cas- 
sem-qhan, on his solicitation ; however, although he pretended 
not only to an equality with Shudjah-ed-doulah, but even to a 
superiority over this last, who was a powerful Prince, so as to 
bear the title of Vezir of the Emperor of India, and the sur- 
name of Assef-djah,(236) yet, he could obtain from the throne, 
no more than the titles of Eshref^ and Aaly^ which signify most 
noble and most high, with the grade of seven thousand horse. 

All these dignities and titles were received in the beginning of 
the year 1176, and from henceforward, the title of Navvab Aaly- 
djah becoming the style of the Court, Mir-cassem-qhan ceased 
to be designed by any other appellation 

A little after this inauguration, the world saw with surprise, 
one of those strange events, for which there is no accounting, 
but by supposing a destiny that brings them to pass’ infallibly 
Sheh-abdollah, the very man lately promoted to the office of 
Superintendent of the hall of audience, having got into the Nav- 
vab's private closet, informed him that Mahmed-aaly, with 


(336) He who sitb in the stead of Assef, Vezir to Suleiman, or Salomon. 
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Derektt aaly and Fcr bad aaly, liU ncphovu ' who were principal 
Commanders m the ami), and owed their promotion to His 
“ Highness, bad entered into a secret agreement ivitb Gurghin 
qhan, which had been conFiraied by the most tremendous oaths 
" on the both sides. TTiat as HU Highness very well knew how 
' high was that General s Influence over the tivil, as well as the 
‘ military, department, be his devoted servant, bad thought it 
^incumbent upon his zeal to give that information, to put it in 
“ his power to provide for it properly ' The Navvab, amazed 
at such a piece of information and unwilling to give it an im 
plicit belief, w*aited tdl the evening, the time when Gurgbin 
qhan used to come and to make his bow , and be then imparted 
the information to him in a low tone of voice putting several 
questions at the same time Gurgbin qlian who could not deny 
what he had done, took at once the part of acknowledging the 
charge, and moreo\eri of boasting of it '1 have done all that 
added he in i higher tone of voice ajid wc have bound our 
‘ selves to each other by the most solemn oaths But for what ? 
* For your own presentation, and that of your power and who 
ever has poisoned that transaction in your mind, is an enemy 
‘*to you, and a secret traitor who is eodeavounng to undermine 
‘ the power, to winch God has raised you. As the informer 
bad been a length of time in Djagat seat $ service, that is, of a 
man whose family \vafl strongly suspected of disaffection, it was 
easily conjectured that he had been only made a tool of and 
that the intent of the information secret!) coDTe)ed under the 
mask of zeal iras no other than to render Gurglun^qban, and 
the pnnapal Commanders suspected so as to bnng them under 
some disgrace that might occasion a disaffection throughout the 
troops and render the army fit for bemg worked upon by emis> 
sanes At any rate however Gurgbin-qhan a favour and lo/lu 
ence had not taken so slight a root as to be affected by the In 
fiDrmatiOD and the malevolence of such a man as Sheb abdoUab 
This disturbance seemed to introdnee another which n rf^nt npf^ii 
the disgrace of a young roan of Pendjab, who was reputed the 
best archer, and the stoutest man throughout the whole army 
His name was Rahifn~ollah^han pint It is supposed that he bad 
got acquainted with one of the principal women In Bengal who 
put it in hK poiver to purchase a fine horse for no less a sum 
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than three thousand rupees Not that he was really in love with 
her, for, in fact, he was passionately fond of Shukur-ollah-qhan, 
alias Aga-baba, son posthumous of Ser-efraz-qhan, a young man 
now under confinement at Djehanghir-nugur, and who, I know not 
for what reason, was extremely suspected by Mir-cassem-qhan, to 
whom he nowand then sent petitions, requesting a release from his 
confinement The man’s servant used, together with these peti- 
tions, to bring letters to the Navvab’s principal Ministers Rahim- 
ollah-qhan, meeting tlie above servant in his way, carried him 
home, and gave him a lodging The Nawab, hearing of these 
matters, ordered the archer to be brought to the presence , but as 
this archer lodged with Abdol-ressSl-qhan, a famous officer, 
brother to the illustrious Dost-mahmed-qhan, this summons dis- 
turbed the whole family , and Abdol-ghani-qhan, the eldest son of 
that officer, exhorted his father, as well as his three brothers, to 
undertake Rahim-qhan’s protection He was himself a young 
man in high repute for prowess and sentiments of honour , but 
the family, intimidated by the Navvab’s power, refused to take 
any concern in the affair , so that the other undertook to protect 
his friend alone His father and brothers threw themselves at 
his feet, and represented that, “ such a step would be the cause 
“ of the ruin of everyone of them, as well as of their whole 
“family ’’ The young man persisted They represented to him, 
that “ the times of Aaly-verdy-qhan were no more , when, upon 
“ shewing tokens of repentance, hopes of pardon were often 
“at hand, and intercessors always found admittance But that 
“ now times were greatly altered , and that his obstinacy would 
“ ruin his father and brothers, with all the women and all the 
“ children of the family ’’ The young man yielded to these last 
representations , so that the men sent from the Nawab, carried 
Rahim-ollah-qhan away, and confined him in a room in the outer 
apartments , but, the rumour of this confinement being spread 
abroad, the young Abdol-ghani took poison and perished Whilst 
the Nawab was intent on this affair, his attention was diverted 
to another object , and this was Chmtamon-dass He was ori- 
ginally a writer of BodjpSr, his native country, and a man 
whom Mir-cassem-qhan had promoted to the superintendence 
of the finances of that district, on account of the ingenuity and 
talents he had discovered in him It was found, by intercepted 
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letters under bb hand, that he was In correspondence with the 
refractory Zemindars, refuged at Gharipoor The man was sclaed, 
and brought to the presence. It happened to be whilst I was 
m> self making ray bow to the Nawab, who wtis sitting in the 
hall of public audience surrounded by crouds of people, to whom 
he was distributing justice. After sitting as usual, half an hour, 
^ I got up made another bow, and went auay but I was hardly 
out of the gate when a mace bearer ran after me and brought 
me back to the Naxuab who requested mo lobe seated again 
■Vs the Na\*\ab was busy in hearing suits and pronouncing upon 
differents I wais not much pleased with my sitting The audl 
ence being o\er, the several oHicers that had attended in their 
stations, were going to retire when the^ were ordered to be 
seated again the mace bearers and the yesadls (237) who were 
mostly Moghuls and strangers being all standing In their places 
The Nawab then ordered the prisoners to be brought in The 
first that appeared was Rahim-ollah qhan The Nawab with a 
serere look and a firm tone of voice, asked him how after all 
the cautions he had given him and ail the injunctions he had 
intimated to him he came to be still guilty of the same fault? 
If you have no farther commerce with that woman added he, 
whence comes It that )ou can afford to purchase a horse of 
three thousand rupees you that have no more than a hundred 
and fifty rupees per month? The other confounded by the 
suddenness of the question gave a variet) of reasons not worth 
hearing The Nawab, more Incensed at his prevarications and 
denials continued ‘Why did jou take In your lodgings, and 
keep there for some time the servant oF Shukur ollah qhan, 
whom jou know to be my enemy and in confinement? ' The 
other still more confounded gave some absurd answers and 
descended to supplications and prayers The Navwab listened 
but said not a word A moment after he ordered his nose to 
be cut off and himself to be put upon an ass and carried In that 
condition all over the town after which he was to be banished 
beyond the Keremnassa Chintamun-dass came neat. His 

(■37) TTii chop'dari, or iltioogfe odifinaJI/ a mlHtxrj 

iro now only drll ofSceci, wbcM u « long, thick toff plaltnd with tUTor. 

Tb« jesioif are naaily the ume, bot in gef>erjl, armed] hot the Ninigh cUe* 

are alwaji aa 
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sentence was to be made fast to an elephant’s foot, and carried, 
round, until death should ensue The man objected that the 
letters were farged “ And yet,” answered, the Navvab, “ they 
“are in your hand-writing, and under your seal , and people that 
“ have no enmity to you, and are unconcerned, and know very well 
“ your hand, have affirmed the same, after a thorough examin- 
“ ation ” The man brought many excuses, but they were reject 
ed , and he underwent his sentence according to its tenor 
These two sentences being executed, he ordered the three 
brothers, Bereket-aaly, and Mahmed-aaly, and Ferhad-aaly, to 
be brought, and he spoke to them with a great deal of vehe- 
mence and displeasure “ You had not a, rag on your backs,” 
said he, “ when you first came 'into my service, and now, by my 
“ bounty, you are riding upon elephants, are called mighty Com- 
“ manders, and have a thousand horse under your orders And, 

“ as to Gurghin-qhan, is it not I that have made him what he is ? 

“ Was he not a seller of cloth by the yard ? With what intent 
“ then did you enter into a treaty with him, and did you seal it 
“ with the most solemn oaths ?” Here the Navvab paused The 
men, having beforehand received their lesson from Gurghin-qhan, 
answered, with a great deal of intrepidity, “ That what His 
“ Highness their master, said, was exactly the truth, and that it 
“ was a fact , but that they, his servants, had not uttered a he , 
“ neither had they swerved from the path of attachment and zeal, 

“ and that if they had, and it could be proved, they had no ob- 
“ jections to any punition that might be inflicted upon them ” 
The Navvab, having repeated his accusation three times, three 
times received the same answer, or to the same purport Sheh- 
abdollah being present, was then ordered to draw near , and the 
Navvab said to him, “ Sheh, it is now your part to bring forward 
“ what proofs you have mentioned to me, against them, that I 
“ may inflict upon them a condign punishment , but should you 
" fail in bringing forth youfi proofs, you must expect to be 
“ punished yourself , for you know, that in such a case, it follows 
“ naturally, that you intended to sow dissensions amongst my 
“ Commanders, and to disperse my army by my own hands” 
The Sheh, who knew that this whole matter had been talked 
over between the Navvab and Gurghin-qhan, the last night, and 
that the conference had ended in a renewal and confirmation of 

s M VOL 11.-56 
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the ancient promises and stipulations that subsisted between 
those two personages, became sensible that it would be in vain 
now to call on his witnesses, although all of them present, as 
none of them, after such a coalition, would choose to give bis 
cndcoce. Spying, therefore, the hand of fate, which was taking 
an aim at bis existence, and observing what turn the matter had 
t^ken, he submitted to his destiny, and without uttering a word, 
he bowed his head Three limes did the Navvab put the same 
question to him and repeat the same observation and three times 
did the man repeit his bow without so much as moving the lips< 
It w IS now past noon, and the Iictors, the apparitors, and the mace 
bearers, ind all the ofEcers of the Court of Justice were all at 
tending, e\eryone in his place and 1 had nearly lost my senses 
being unable to^ comprehend wh) I had been called back in 
so awful an assembly Alas! said I withni myself it ts be 
cause / am also to he accused of treason I was In deep medi 
tation upon ra) own fate when good lock would it thit the Nav 
vib got up and marched totvards the women s apartment on 
ccing which I hastened fonvards and standing at the gate of 
the-sccret apartments I made a profound bow ' You must 
come along with me said the Navvab It was then onl) I con 
eluded that I had hern sent for upon some other matter than trea 
son On getting therefore into the inner closet 1 found that 
the subject was some bad renown which Mr Macguire had 
acquired by selling to the Nawab a quantity of salt a transac 
tion which had nothing blamable in itself bnt which however, 
made a strange noise in tbe world The Navvab wanted to in 
quire how that ill renoim had gone forth To that end, he gave 
me a swift boat of his own ivith which 1 executed my commis 
sion in seven days retoming to Monghyr witbm the week 
Sheh^dolUh in my absence, was sent prisoner to PSrancah 
where on the beginning of the war with the English he was put 
to death by Mir-cassem qhan s order 

\VHlst the Court of Monghyr was taken up with such discus 
sions as these Its attention was called up to a very extraordinary 
event Mr Vansittart Governor of Calcutta, impelled, doubtless 
by the omnipotence of tyrannical destiny, conceived the design of 
paying a visit to the Nawab and of viewing Monghyr, as well as 
tbe factones of Anm^abad and Chaprah He quitted Calcutta, and 
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ving seen in his way Cassimbazar, Moorshood-abad, and 
Q, with some other places, he arrived at Monghyr It 
a Thursday, of the first Djemadi, in the year 1 176 The 
I went as far as the orchard of Goodergatta, which is 
)sses distant, to meet him , and having received him with 
lost honour and regard, he brought him to town, where 
lointed for his reception and lodgings, the building which 
i-qhan had raised on the hill of Sihta-cond , {23$) thgre 
esfdes, a magnificent set of lofty tents for his reception, 
itched Gurghin-qhan, attended by all the officers of the 
and butler’s office, was ordered to provide an entertain- 
and to furnish him with whatever might pVove necessary 
self and his retinue The Navvab, after these dispositions, 
is leave, and repaired to his own lodgings within the 
The next day Vansittart went to visit him As soon as 
eared in the yard, the Navvab proceeded as far as the 
ills to receive him , from thence he brought him in the 
audience, made him sit upon his own Mesned, and corn- 
ed him with a variety of curious and costly presents, 

: to the occasiop, and worthy of the acceptance of a man 
high rank and station. Two days after, the Navvab 
:d the visit, and invited him to an entertainment , and, on 
mg leave, he was in his turn complimented with a variety 

I Sibta-cond, or Sita>coon, is the name of a hiU, or rather of a chain of 
that overlook a lake of some miles in circuit, which last cannot be any- 
! than the crater of a volcano, extinguished ages ago, but which yet is 
nor IS that hill, as well as the ragged hiHs that surround that crater, 
but lava , nay, the whole country round the lake, to the extent of several 
covered with lava, and the whole of that extent is inclined to, and verges 
;hat lake very visibly. Nor does it seem to be anything else but a ground 
jubsided in former ages, when the rtm of the crater came to tumble down 
ulf The face of the adjacent country points out to that conjecture , and 
, there is an evident remain of a volcano, a small pool of boiling water, 
two cold ones , and this water boils only in the rainy season, when the 
leous water coming to rise to the level of a bed of pyrites and alum mixed 
:als, excites a fermentation, which produces a conflagration, so as to emit 
d smoke It appears, also, from tradition, that the citadel itself of 
, must have been the mouth, or attenant to the mouth of a volcano, at two 
m the other , and this is so far true, that part of the ground, south of the 
sided m one night, about sixty years ago, full forty feet, and swallowed 
itoo temple, which Gentoos point out still with respect, as a spot to which 
go in pilgrimage, or bathe in the river that flows close to it 
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of ricJj prcjjcnls, of European and Chinese msnufaclures, which 
Ihc Governor had brought for the occasion At night, he went 
* to the Navvab's pa)acc, where he partook of an entertainment, 
looked a little at the dancers, and then returned to his quarters 
So tliat for three or four days together, both parties were intent 
on sending cunous things to each other The fourth day, in 
compliment, doubtless, to the Governor, the Nawah ordered his 
aiJllcry, and musquetcers, to go through their exercise in the 
Go\omor*s presence As both the artillery and musquetcers bad 
been trained and disapHned after the English manner, that ex 
bibltion was not without some grains of ostentation Vansittart, 
therefore, took care to give him some advice upon it, which he 
likewise mued with some grains of repnmand * I have seen 
your troops, ' said he, with a smile, '^and acknowledge that you 
'have accoutred and disopUned them very well but these are 
" only good against Indians, and people of this climate. Beware 
*' of ever opposing them to Europeans or of coming to a rupture 
NMth the English, npon a confidence reposed in your people 
for rest assured that yoo shall find yourself diaappointed, and 
' that these men xnll never stand the brunt of Eoropean aoldiers 
' Beware, therefore of trusting your honour to such bands. They 
>\ill disappoint you assuredly and with the loss of your honour 
‘ you shall make a\vay with the honour of every Hindian nation 
“ and of every Hindostany Prince, for if you come to be defeated 
'• with these your choice troops, the people in Europe will from 
“ thence conceive the most contemptible idea of the rest of the 
Hindians and they will come to despise everything that is In 
Hindostan Reckon then that in your fate is involved the fate 
of all Hmdostan If you iotend to fight us take care to do it 
with moDcy In your haods and argumentsin your mouths this 
15 the way to gain a auperionty Give over then those warlike 
notions of yours and be faithful to the agrcemeDt which I have 
established between the two nations Never suffer anyone 
‘ to mfringc it , and manage in such a manner as that the 
' people of these regions may in consequence of your adherence 
' to the agreement between us and you, live in peace enjoy 
" their property in content, and bless your name for ever For 
‘ m case this agreement should come to be infringed, and 
matters should ^proceed as Car as a niptofe rest assured that the 
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“ prosperity of an infinity of persons will be involved in your ruin, 
“ and that death and desolation shall overspread these countries ” 

Vansittart, after having given this lesion to the Navvab, 
and amused himself during seven days within the environ? of 
Monghyr, took his leave, and proceeded towards Azim-abad 

“ Listen to a salutary advice, and do not cover yourself 'with pretences , 

“ Hear what a kind monitor says, and act accordingly ” 

The Navvab observed to the Governor that, under the name 
of the English, numbers of merchants passed their goods free 
from duty , and that by such a practice, whilst the English them- 
selves reaped but a small 'benefit, his customs suffered a mighty 
loss He added, that to put an end to such pernicious practices, 
it would be proper to submit all the English private traders to the 
country duties, leaving the Company’s own trade as free as ever 
Vansittart answered, that the English having at all times been 
accustomed to a freedom from duties, he could mot make such a 
proposal to them , but that he had better wait until he himself 
(Vansittart), should return to Calcutta, where he would endeavour 
to find an expedient for ithat affair, and that as soon as the 
reglement which he had in his mind, and which he reserved for 
his return, should come to pass and be forwarded to Monghyr, 
he might then put it in execution Without explaining himself 
further, the Governor proceeded to Azim-abad But the Navvab, 
confiding in that kind of promise, conceived the hopes of keep- 
ing up his pretensions for duties , insomuch, that after some 
little time had elapsed, he wrote to his officers everywhere, to 
give them notice of the agreement he expected, and to put them 
upon their guards , lest, meanwhile, and until the reglement should 
come up, the English private traders might find means to evade 
the custom, and to escape dutyTree But how could he expect 
that overbearing custom-officers, and short-sighted toll-men would 
have so much sense and discretion, as to ‘keep such a secret 
locked up in their breast?, and meanwhile, manage with so much 
art, as not to lay themselves open 'to accusations by their pre- 
cipitancy and forwardness ? In fact, oppositions and stoppages 
having commenced in many places, the veil was torn away at 
once in two places , at Azim-abad, where ^Mr Ellis, Chief of the 
factory, was highly incensed against the Navvab, and zealously 
‘ attached to Mr. Amyatt ;.and at Djehanghir-nugur-dacca, where 
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Mr Batson held a similar office Those two men equally incense 
and equally impatient of restraint, and both unable to endui 
an> more sent a force, which seued the Navvab’s officers, an 
brQUght them prisoners to the Engibh factones, with intent t 
have them tried and paoisbed by the Council of Calcutta, and t 
throw the blame of their eondoct directly upon the Nawab, an 
indirectly upon VansittarL 

Sometime before these disturbances, this Prince had crosse 
the Ganga on Gnrgbln s persuasion with intention to procee 
on an expedition against Nepal, which had been planned an 
proposed by that General and he preceded the Nawab by som 
days Itwasjustat the time when VansJttart, after a sboi 
visit to Azim abad was returning to Calcutta but the Nawab wa 
already returned from Betiah when he beard of the bold ste] 
Nvhich the English had taken However before we proceed fur 
ther on that subject, it is fit that we should give some accoun 
of the result on the Nawab s expedition against Nepal as it i 
there that his good fortune commenced to decline After that 
we shall revert to his disputes ^v1th the English, and to all thi 
consequences which they produced \s the country of Nepa 
was known to prodace gold, as well as to be full of nche:- 
Gurgbin-qban who bad as much ambition as covetousness in hi 
composition, wished to andertake an expedition thither Bu 
he had another object m view be wanted also to make a tria 
of the troops which he had disciplined and of the artillery whid 
be had trained With this view he had long before commeace( 
connections with those crowds of Casbminaos and Sanyassees 
and Fakirs, (239) who yearly frequented those parts be hac 

(339) Tbs Fakir* of India are ctf aii rellgioas and pemasioQS but th 
an all Genlooi and isoreorcr mkrri, and almost alvajrs armei 
Both go la droTta of tomdlaMt seraral thousanda, aod approve tbemielves ver 
expert at plonderlag and at manodiag oader pretenca of begglog Tbej orerro 
•II HlodMtiii, oaj all lodi^ as far aa the blaod Callaa, which ia cma of the 
pUgrimages to the sooth as P8Ulo b aootker to the north, whkk b th 
resldeoca of the groat iJmma They erao go as far as China, and aa far i 
SIberta, ahrain readj to bag trade, plunder or steal bj the waj aa occasion aerre 
There b ooe aort amoogst them called Na^ax aod AiUt who go alwaja ■rmiwtj ao 
■hftsln from womeo, bet who an reputed addicted to moefa worse pracdccs 
aUallag boy*, and toraiog them into Nagas when grown op. Howarer H caoeo 
be denied that there are StMjasutt, as well aa FaUri, that live in towns, as wail • 
in tha woods, where they undergo penances, that would beggar all descriptlou 
and an past beUef. 
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likewise, procured much information from some French priests 
that live at Latsa ,(240) insomuch, that he became a proficient 
in the knowledge of the passes over the mountains, and of the 
entrances into the country He even attached to his service, 
some of those men whom he found to be endowed with under- 
standing, and capable of serving as guides in his expedition , 
for they had of themselves tendered their services on that hea(^ 
and had first inspired him with the thoughts of conquering so 
wealthy a country Gurghin-qhan, whose ancestors had never 
been warriors, who was not of a warlike nation, and who 
knew nothing of military afffiirs, having conceivefl a very easy 
idea of the possibility of conquering that country, inspired his 
master with an inclination for that conquest This was not the 
opinion of Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, and of some other friends of the 
Navvab's, who all objected to the expedition, and proposed that 
at least, if he was bent upon undertaking it, at any rate, he 
should take with him a body of English , and they reasoned in 
this manner . “ That if by making them his companions, he came 
“ to conquer the country with the expected ease, he had earned 
“ his point , and if the expedition should not succeed, then he 
“ would not be liable to any taunt or reproach from them , nor 
“ would he afford them an opportunity of falling out with him 
“ so soon Whereas if he should proceed alone on that expedi- 
" tion, and it should happen to miscarry, the miscarriage would 
“'not fail to sink his character with the English, and to become 
“ a subject of affliction to his servants and well-wishers “ This 
advice was certainly rational, and the only good one m those 
conjunctures, but it was not listened to, and Gurghin-qhan’s 
interest and counsels prevailed But, as the fortress of Betiah 
had been taken but freshly, and the country, which is contiguous 
to Nepal, had been but lately brought under controul, the Navvab 
availed himself of the pretence of establishing order in that 
region, to set out on the intended expedition It was the twenty- 
fifth of the second Djemady, m the year 1 176, of the Hedjra. 
He crossed the Ganga, and commenced his march , Gurghin- 
qhan preceding him by one or two stages, at the head of the 
troops and artillery which he had himself trained ; and this order 

(240) Latsa IS one of the two capitals of Tehet^ a country called BStant in 
I ndia, and Potya by the natives PStaia is the other Capital 
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discarded Prince, whom ht Informed in the follouin^ terms 
“ That if ho chose to reside in M8rsb8d«abad^ none would pre 
" sumo to offer him ao) injury , and that he was at liberty to 
choose what palace, and what spot he would be pleased to 
* pitch upon That else, If ho chose to quit this city, and to 
" reside in Calcutta, he might even there choose whatever habit 
“ ation he would be pleased with ” The old man, who was 
retired witlim the sanctuary with hU women and children, answer 
ed, that ht would to Calcutta and he asked boats and ac 
commodaUons for that voyage These being provided in a little 
time, Mir djaafer>qhan assembled leisurely those treasures, and 
those inestimable gems and jewels that had been hoarding up 
for ages together by several anaent families and Princes, (sneh 
as Djaafer qban, his son in law, Shndjah qhan and his grand 
son, Ser efras-qhan to which hoard immense additions had been 
made afterwards b) Aaly verdy-qban and by his three somuin 
law and lastly by Seradj ed ddula) All these had been hitherto 
kept In the sanctuary under the care of Menni alias Menni begum, 
who from a dance girl had become his fsvoorite consort and acted 
In ereiy thing as the mistress of the house He ransacked in 
the same manner the several wnrdrobes left b) all those prcced 
mg Princes, from whence be took all those precioos stuffs, and 
all those costly curiosities which being so many miracles of art 
as well as luxury bad been amassed one by one by those ancient 
families and were kept within the sanctuary out of the siglit of 
mankind In short he carried array everything precious or rich 
which he could recollect or even think of, together with sudi 
of the ladies of the seraglio as bad cohabited with him he also 
embarked bis cbildreo which consisted in three or four little boys, 
and several daughters All these being put on board together 
with a number of servants of both sexes he depaited for Calcutta, 
being all along escorted for the safety of bis person, by some 
companies of English Talingas who accompanied him to the 
very gates of that city which is now a place of an immense 
wealth and populousness and the capital of those extensive 
dominions which the English have acquired In India Arrived 
there, be purchased m the most populous part of the citv and 
near the maiket place a spot of ground, whereon he raised 
several buiidtnga according to bia own mind and taste It was 
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remarked, that of all his friends, none had chosen to follow him 
in order to keep him company, but GhSlam-aaly beg, who gave 
him that proof of attachment , but in reality he had no other 
corner to which he could resort 

By this depaiture, Mir-cassem-qhan had remained the sole 
possessor of the Mesned of command and sovereignty, and 
nevertheless he sought to raise his importance by several sound- 
ing titles and surnames, which he was at the pains of pro- 
cunng from the Imperial Court , these were those of Nas- 
syr-cl-mulk, Imtiaz-ed-doula'miy-^mahmed-cassem-qhan-niisret- 
djimg, (203) A son being born to him a little before this sudden 
elevation, he looked upon his birth as presaging certain success 
to his enterprise , and as he understood a little astrology, and 
believed in its maxims and predictions, he procured the child’s 
horoscope to be accurately drawn by several able astrologers , 
and on their predictions he expressed his hope, that he would 
one day rise to the highest dignities But he did not live , and 
he died two or three years after his father had appointed him 
Governor-General of the province of Azim-abad, and had pro- 
cured for him from the Emperor, the titles of Mir-shems-eddin- 
aaly-qhan-bahadyr-nassyr-djung, (204) with the grade of seven 
thousand horse A seraglio had been provided for him, together 
with a number of servants, and officers, and chairmen, and horses, 
and elephants, all proportioned to his size , so that the child with 
its diminutive seraglio, and household, and retinue, became for a 
time a spectacle to the whole city of M8rsh8d-abad The new 
Pnnce, after having provided for his son, remembered his rela- 
tions He had a maternal uncle, by name Mir-aab8-t8rab, a poor 
wretch, whom in the first days of his power, he raised to the 
title of Mu6z-ed-doula,(205) (T8rab-aaly-qhan-bahadyr,) bestow- 
ing upon him a standard, a kettle-drum, a fringed palek}, and a 
brigade of horse and foot The son of this uncle was honoured 
with the title of Aab8-aaly-qhan-bahadyr, and with a brigade , 
and he took care to distinguish him, but without giving him any 
influence or authority , and the truth is, that he had not merit 

(303) The Succourer of the State, the Distiaguished of the Empire, the 
Valiant Mir-mahmed-cassem-qhan 'ever Victorious in War 

(304) The Valorous Mir-ahemseddin, the Victorious of the State, 

(ao5 MueM-ed’dduta, th« Honoured of the State 
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enough for such a dtsUnclioii Tho uncle liimself was not a man 
of nicnt , nor had he any fitness for emplo)3 and commands 
but he had the merit of remembering ver) siell both those he had 
loved and thofc that Iiad shewn any friendship to him nor did 
he fail as much as it depended on him to promote their welfare, 
and to watch every favourable moment of tpeaking in llicir be 
half to the new Pnnee who iioon after Ins elLvation betrayed 
some ferocity in Ins temper However his pnncipal caro on the 
first days of the revolution w'as only to establish and to confirm 
some stipulations and promises that had been agreed to with the 
Court of Calfutta and with the Eqgli-sh nation These stlpula 
tious bad been written and witnessed by both sides and they 
were now confirmed and agreed to anew in consequence 
of which Mir-cassem-qhan being invested with the power of 
binding and losing closely applied himself to the business of 
re establishing the finances and settling the government of 
the country With this view he took to task all the heads of the 
several offices whether those of old standing or tliose that had 
been brought in by Mir djaafer^qhan or his son Miren be 
obliged them to render a arcumstantial account of tbeir adminis- 
tration and thereby discovered an infinity of infidelities and 
embezzlements and In this particular branch of administration 
he bad the art to get himself assisted by several ancient officers 
whom he took care to soothe into compliance by taking them 
into favour These were of great service to him in discovering 
and convicting the others By these means be came to have an 
exact account of the effecive men in the army and of the qiian 
lity of money jewels, and furniture left in the palace or in the 
treasury As a further secunty he appointed some of his fnends 
on whose abilities be confided to act as Comptrollers and Super 
visors in the several offices Aaly hibrablm qhan who was his 
trustiest fnrnd and who to all bu innate delicacy m matters of 
honour and fideht) joms the incomparaole talent of unravelling 
the roost hidden mysteries of administration and of discovering 
intuitively the decisive knot of the moat intricate accounts was 
proposed chiefly to the military examination, and to the business 
of ascertaming the real arrears due to the troops. But besides 
that appointment, he occasionally unravelled with an admirable 
dexterity the hidden springs and artifices of the most complicated 
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statements But still an associate was given him in that busi- 
ness, and it was Sitaram, a man of a bad character indeed, 
and who was universally known for a mischievous wicked Min- 
ister, but who was a complete master of all the intricacies of 
revenue accounts , and as he had been often at variance with 
othei Accomptants, he was thought the fitter for examining and 
bringing to light the embezzlements of the other officers of t^he 
revenue, and of the several penmen Mir-mSnshy, the Navvab^s 
Secretary, a man in whom he reposed a great confidence, and 
who had been decorated with the title of Hafyz-esrar-qhan, (206) 
was now proposed to audit certain accounts, and to unravel cer- 
tain expenditures that were of his province 

But a man who now appeared for the first time upon the 
horizon, and soon rose to engross the Navvab’s unbounded con- 
fidence, was an Armenian called Qhadja-gurghm, brother to 
Qhadja-bedross (207) He was put at the head of the artillery, 
with orders to new-model it after the European fashion, and 
likewise to discipline the musqueteers m his service after the 
English manner , troops, which to this day have retained the 
name of Talingas, in imitation of their patterns and models To 
raise his character, he was henceforward called Gurghm-qhan, 
and distinguished by many favours , and he soon became a prin- 
cipal man in the Navvab’s service There was no man equal to 
him in that Prince’s employment, none had so much credit upon 
his mind , and to this day, no General ever had the art of govern- 
ing his master in so complete a manner He, like the devil, was 
endlessly running after Mir-cassem-qhan , and having once laid 
hold of him, he mastered him, and kept him under at pleasure 
Another of his favourites, who yielded but little to Gurghm-qhan, 
was Sheh-mesned-aaly the Lucnovian, a man of the scum of the 

(206) Hafyx-esrar-qhan is evidently a title, and signifies the Lord Rememberer 
of Secrets But Mir-viSnshi itself is no more than a title, and signifies the Lord 
Secretary 

(207) Giirghtn is the Georgian and Persian way of pronouncing the Armenian 
word Xtreor, which is a corruption of the Greek Grtgor, or Gregorius In Persian, 
this word of Gurghin would signify wolfish 

Alias Caja peirus^ for so was he styled by the English , he had been in- 
strumental to Mir-djaafer-qhan, as his agent, both before and after the battle of 
Palassy He died in 1782 with a great fortune and the character of a serviceable, 
good natured, charitable man , 
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people, to(all) void of bramSf but who now wa5 raised to the 
highe t rank in the array his favour extended even to his sons, 
as well as to his tuo nephews, who after his death inherited 
part of his ofhees, and were each of them Payraasters to four or 
five thousand liorse Ferbad aaly had some thousand horse to 
his share and Bereket aaly in proporiion Ins son Mahraed aaly, 
had the command and payment of fi\e thousand horse who were 
disciplined after tlie English manner and commanded by Kevaii 
dars and Djemaatdars and Sfibahdars and Comidans, (Com 
mandants) To every troop of ten amongst these five thousand 
troopers there was added a stout njan with a drawn sabre whose 
business was in a day of battle not to fight himself, but to kill 
upon the spot, anyone that should turn his back On another 
side, Mirza shemseddm who had been even from bis youth 
attached to Mir-cassem qhao, and was a man quick at repartees 
and of *i pleasing conversatioo was scot to A^im abad with the 
commission of gaming the hearts of Mlren a army quartered 
there and of conciliating to his government the minds of the 
pnoapai pHirsons of that aty This commission having been 
ably executed soon rendered him one of the principal favourites 
of the Navvab s He was honoured with some lucrative offices, 
for instance that of the wardrobe with the agency at the Em 
peror’s Court and the management of the djagbirs or apanages 
affected to some persons now in the Imperial camp as well as of 
some other lands and distncts It is remarkable that some time 
before Mir-cassem qhao s elevation I received a very obliging 
and very polite letter from him where he fixed upon me a 
handsome salary and requested ray Interest with the English of 
the factory at Axim-abad and wiib some other persons of con 
sequence amongst t bera that be might by their means obtain 
the government of that province He was unaware at that time 
that his good fortune destined him to the sovereignty of the very 
country of which be wished to have only the government, and 
moreover would add to It the throne of Bengal 

He was hardly established on the Mesned, when he instituted 
a scrutiny in the department of finances where he was amaxed 
and thunderstruck at the emptiness of the treasury and at the 
immense balances which he had to pay to his own troops, as 
well as to those of Mir^daafer qhao b for whose arrears he bad 
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pledged himself , and all that, over and above the large sums 
that were due to the English army and to the English rulers 
He therefore resolved to keep a watchful eye over such Districts 
of Bengal as had come in his possession , and at the same time 
he made over to the English the whole province of Bardevan, 
in assignment of what was due to them for the pay of their army, 
he also put into their hands his own jewels, as a pledge for the 
sums promised to that nation From thence he turned his thought 
towards the musters of the army, where, after repeated reviews 
and a minute investigation, made under the eyes of Aaly-hibra- 
him-qhan, it appeared that enormous infidelities had been com- 
mitted in the Paymaster's office , and that there was no other 
* way of paying off the sums due to the army, than by liquidating 
one part of them by the monies accruing from the revenues, 
and one part, by giving assignations upon several provinces , 
after which there would remain one-third part more, which might 
be payable at some future period The troops, who under the 
preceding administration had been driven to despair by the in- 
ability of the treasury, satisfied with the steps taken to discharge 
their arrears, and to pay them regularly for the future, acquiesced 
in everything, and it is on this subject probably, that Mir- 
cassem-qhan, m consequence of some previous agreement, re- 
ceived of the Djagat-seats a sum of money, a disagreeable 
operation to which he was driven by the necessity of his affairs 
These arrangements being over, he turned his views towards his 
own income, and he curtailed his expenses so as to bring his 
expenditure on a par with his revenue, retrenching as useless 
and burdensome a variety of expenses usual and customary in 
India, and which men in power believe to be necessary to their 
pleasures , for instance, the ram-office, the nightingale-office, the 
antelope-office, and some others, all belonging to the menagery 
department Of all that multitude of animals, he kept only a 
few of each species, and made the rest over to the Zemindars 
of the provinces, on their paying a certain price, which his 
treasury received from their agents At the same time, Chunny- 
laal, and M8ny-laal, those men that had fattened so long on the 
vitals of the people, were seized, and served according to their 
deserts , and vast sums of money accrued to the treasury from 
the confiscation of their effects 
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It miut be obser\ed that MirK^ss€m-<]]ian had been from 
his earliest jouth In favour with the family of /Val) verdy-qhan, 
on account of his being son In law to Mir djaafer-qhan, vvhose 
consort was half sister to that Prince and It was on her re 
commendation that he had received the command of a troop of 
horse, for which he drew pay regularly This circumstance 
by giving him access to all the offices and to the houses of most 
of the men in the management of the revenues, had procured 
him a thorough Insight into their Infidelities and embexilements 
so that he wa^ informed earl) of the faculties of everyone of 
them insomuch that when he came to the ^bvereign command 
it became easy to him to find out everyone of those managers 
whom he knew or suspected to have been money hoarders He 
now availed himself of a variety of pretences to strip them of 
the greatest part of their acquisitions b) bringing them under 
the lash of the auditing office. Matters went so far that he 
took to task even some women who were known to have had 
the management of some expenditures within Mir djaafer qhan s 
seraglio or in that of his son Mlren, or who appeared by the 
accounts of the Stew'ard s office to have been entrosted with the 
keeping of jewels or of sums of gold or with furniture of that 
metal, or with some curious and costly things or who appeared 
to have received any quantity of them In present All these 
were now selied and by threats obliged to a restitution , and 
some of them were made to refund more than they had ever 
received. Nay he ferreted out and took to task some slave 
women and some eunuchs of the household of Aaly verdy qhan’s 
and of hb sons-in law old people who having bought some 
protector at Court had retired and were passing their lives in 
corners and retirement Even these were made to pay as much 
money as It was possible as much at least as Infonners had 
given advice of so that one would think that he bad been pre 
sent, and had heard the poet Saad> speak when the latter pro- 
nounced these famous verses 

Wb/ do ot joo pot trerjrooQ nnder a coatrlbcUioo of loma sllrtff ^ 

That thoro auy coma enry d*y aoma tr«a«ira lato joar band* 

Amongst the old heads of office who had served under Aaly 
verdy-qhan there was one Radja Djagat sing who had for a 
^number of years acted as Deputy to the two Divans, Djanklram 
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and D81l8bram, but who had as much influence and authority as 
either of them Being grown old now, he had retired from 
affairs , but on observing how matters went abroad with others, 
he sent an exact list of the effects and money he had been hoard- 
ing up these fifty years past, and thereby redeemed his honour 
and character. The whole amounted to an incredible sum, and 
indeed, it wrought a singular effect The Viceroy, having re- 
mitted him a small part of his substance, took possession of the 
remainder , but he from that moment paid much regard to the 
man, to whom he henceforward shewed so much attention, that 
whenever he came to Court he made him sit at his left elbow, 
close to his Mesned From this man the Navva*b passed to 
another , this was a nobleman who had been Daroga, or intro- 
ductor of the hall of audience to Aaly-verdy-qhan, for a number 
of years, in which time he had been a favourite so far, as to have 
amassed lacs in that office. The nobleman was now desired to 
refund the whole, both jewels and cash, but nevertheless was 
continued in his office his name was Gholam-hossein-qhan In 
short, the new Navvab, having by the mighty sums he assembled 
from all parts, brought it within his power to establish regular 
payments for the troops, picked from amongst them those he 
liked most, dismissed the others, and discharged entirely their 
arrears After putting the army under a proper regulation, he 
turned his views towards the strongholds of the Zemindars, all 
of whom he was determined to bring, not only under controul, 
, but even under a thorough submission 

Amongst the Zemindars in the kingdom of Bengal, none 
was so near neighbour to the city of M8rsh8d-abad, its capital, 
as the Radja of Birbohom, and none so powerful, whether by 
the number of his troops, or by his personal character for 
bravery He likewise piqued himself upon a sense of honour, 
and a delicacy of sentiments, qualifications very extraordinary in a 
Zemindar Now Mir-cassem-qhan, in his heart, had been at all 
times an enemy to Zemindars, and it must be acknowledged, 
that they are a set of men faithless to a high degree, short-sight- 
ed, impatient of controul, ever ready, on the least appearance of 
a revolution, to turn their backs on their masters, and to forget 
the most important favours received at their hands, losing no 
opportunity to execute all the mischief which occasion presents, 
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and 00 that account, as well on account of their strange and 
inconsistent character, requiring at all times the strong grasp of 
a curbing band It Is for such a vanety of reasons that the 
anaent Emperors and Pnnees, un willing to repose any confidence 
Q lud)* in such men, used to manage every Pergannah or District by 
their own oflicers a precaution which rendered the country in 
those times, populous and fiouruhing;, the husbandman easy, the 
traveller safe, the land everywhere tilled and green, and the 
inhabitants of towns and cities, prosperous and happy Whereas 
now that Zemindars are left to themselves, and with the reins 
floating on their necks, mischiefs are increasing every day the 
country becofhes desolate, and the revenues fall short and are in 
confusion and tf matters ronuln m this state, the country shall 
go from bad (o worse, and all will go to wreck But to return 
toourpurpose the Zemindar of Birbohoro, Bedy as-zemanoqhan, 
who went by the name of Divan dji, had always been In his 
youth 03 he was now even in his riper years, extremely addicted 
to his ea^ aod to bi 2 > pleasures and it was to enjoy himself be 
had left the raaaagement of his dommioDS to Aaiy nak) qhan 
the mo^t capable of his sons hU whole ambuion being to pass his 
Ua)8 in quiet and enjoyment But this hopeful son of bis dying 
in the flower of his age the father who was already disgusted 
with the world and deeply affected b) the total rum that had 
befallen AiU verd\ qhan s family to which he was cxtremel) 
attached put oo a FaLyr s garb and plaang at the bead of bis 
dominions Assed zeman-qbao (ao8) another son of hb but born to 
him from his Jfant or Princess (aog) be retired again out of the 
tumult of affairs and seemed pleased with nothing but the con 
versation of Fakirs and with retirement and tranqnllbty It 
happened at that conjancture that something above the usual 
rent had been asked of the new seated Zemindar the Navvab 
bad asked as a sovereign urged by the necessities of bis ^tate, 
and the other had refused for fear of cstabUshing a precedent 

(so6) Amd xemsa-qbsii, Uw Lord Lloa of tlw times. 

(sog) Jlsni d^nlSa Qaoeii, tb« consort of a Radja or Klof ; sod H b obserr** 
ble tbet Rsdjpdt Prioco* torolDg UomoIimb, *m did tbb Zemindar'* ancotor* 
ooflaerret arcr after mu/ of tb«Ir old Gantoo ctutoma^aticli as eatlaf oqIt 
thdr famlUes, man ylny whhlii thar families, flTlof Gentoo titles to tbdr consorts, 
See be , — fo Satti U a Gaatoo tlUf. 
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Probably there was another reason, and this was, that the new 
Navvab, who passed as yet for only an ungrateful man that had 
risen but yesterday to an elevation which seemed to put all man- 
kind at his feet, was not supposed to have acquired so early a 
sufficient stock of authority and power to render his Government 
respectable Be it as it may, the Navvab set out of the city, and 
encamped at BSdgam, which is at about ten or twelve cosses’ 
distance , from whence he dispatched Qhadja-mahmedi-qhan, to 
chastise the Radja of Birbohoni. This officer, who hid been in 
the office of Paymaster-General so early as the l^imes of Mir- 
' djaafer-qhan’s accession to the throne, was accompanied by an 
Englishman, called Major York, and likewise by Gurghin-qhan, 
alias Codja-Kircor, the Armenian, who was Grandmaster of the 
artillery, and had been raised and promoted by Mir-cassem-qhan 
It must be observed that this officer had orders to march forward 
with his troops, and if possible, to put an end to the war with 
the Radja. before the English could come up with their detach- 
ment But as there did not remain now anyone of those officers 
and Generals that had been formed by serving under Aaly-verdy- 
qhan, and the troops had none at their head but those vile un- 
experienced men, that had been brought forward in great numbers 
by Mir-d]aafer-qhan and his son, and none of course on whom 
they might repose a confidence, matters went on very ill in 
that campaign For Assed-zeman-qhan, having requested his 
father to govern the country as his Divan, or Prime Minister, in 
his absence, took the field with about four or five thousand horse, 
and twenty thousand foot, which he posted at Kerivha, a spot of 
difficult access , from whence he endlessly dispatched detach- 
ments to possess themselves of all the difficult passes, and to 
scour the enemy’s country And I found matters m that posture, 
when I arrived myself at the camp at BSdgam 

I had been sent thither by Major Carnac, who had succeeded 
Colonel Clive as his Deputy, and was likewise Commander-in- 
Chief of all the English forces This officer, in concert with 
Mr Hay, the acting Chief of the factory of Patna, in Mr Amyatt's 
absence, had given me instructions to represent to Mir-cassem- 
qhan, the state of affairs in the province of Bahar, and thepropriety 
of his taking a journey thither , and this was what I exposed to 
' that Prince in my first visit, where I delivered faithfully the 
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message which i liad brought, and it was during my sojourn m 
that camp, that news came of the victory obtained in Birbohom 
That event happened m tho following manner Some English 
Captains, who were quartered with a few companies of Talmgaa in 
Bardvan, advanced from thence on Assed zeman qhan s rear, and 
availing themselves of that neglect and tupincncss which they 
perceived in his troops they broke suddenly into his camp and 
dispersed his whole army A few discharges of cannon, and 
TbeRad)** some volIcys of musquetry killed and wounded numbers in the 

ji*pcrKdl^ Kadja's army and put the others to flight, who taking fnght 

dispersed on Ml sides. On the report of the cannon thcNavvabs 
troops hastened forward and came just time enough to shew 
themselves and to pursue the runaways a little after which 
they encamped on the spot which the enemy had abandoned 
The Nawab having heard enough of this affair to become stnsi 
ble of the cowardice and onwillingness of his troops, conceived 
a dislike against everyone of tbem» but especially against their 
General Mahmedy qhan with whom be was not already much 
pleased Bat we shall give ^mc account of the consequences 
of this engagement as soon as the reader shall have been inform 
ed of the posture of affairs at Azim abad and of the conjunc 
tures which brought me to the Nawab a camp 

Wc have already mentioned that Mr Holwell having com 
nianded sometime by mtenm Mr Vansittart came and took the 
command at Calcutta, where hr soon figured as the supreme 
mover of whatever was transacted m the Counal But some 
days before that is immediately on Colonel Clive’s departure 
Mr Amyatt with Major Camac, Mr Lushington, and some other 
English rulers, had already repaired to Calcutta where he had 
been received as second Id command but where he soon com 
racnced a chain of dissensions and misintelligences with Mr 
Vansittart whom he was endlessly accoaingof ignorance and in 
capacity m all his letters to Europe nor was Mr Vansittart back 
ward m retorting the accusation being forced into this warfare 
by his very arcumstances. Colonel Clive had already, God 
knows for what reason quitted the command of the army, and 
repaired to Europe and he had been succeeded in his military 
command by Major Camac who was the next in order 
Mr Lushington himself had returned to Aiira-abad sometime after 
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Mir-cassem-qhan’b elevation Ab I happened, although the last 
of men, to be so much connected with the English rulers, that 
the new Viceroy had some time before thought proper to solicit 
my interest with them, by settling a handsome salary upon me, 
and even by introducing that request by a sum of money , so 
those gentlemen, who knew that particular, as well as the neces- 
sities of my situation, availed themselves of that opportunity, to 
support my claim to a Djaghir of si\ hundred thousand dams, 
in and about the towm of Mongher, (210) close to the castle, 
which estate had been for ages in the possession of our family, 
and had been confiscated by Mir-djaafer-qhan, on Account of my 
father’s being so attached to the Emperor These gentlemen, 
fully apprised of this, interposed so effectually wuth Mir-cassem- 
qhan, that they obtained of him a release of the said estate, and 
having received a patent of it, signed and sealed by the new 
Viceroy, as well as by the usual officers, they got it registered 
in the offices of A^im-abad, and engaged Ram-narain to deliver 
it to me with his own hands , after which I sent a Steward thitherj 
who took possession of the land 

The rainy season being over, iMajor Carnac came out of 
the city of A-iim-abad, at the head of the English troops, fully 
resolved to put an end to that conflagration, which the Emperor 
and MSshur Lass, (21 1) with Cam-car-qhan, were keeping up 
throughout the province , and he ordered Radja Ram-narain 
and Radja BSllSb to join him at Djaafer-qhan’s garden, where 
he was encamped Although I had no office, and held but a 
small rank in the world, I thought that the favours I had received 
of the English required my making the campaign with the Major , 
but as in conseqence of a variety of unfortunate events of many 
years’ standing, I was destitute of tents, horses, arms, and 
necessaries, the Major and Mr Hay joined together in furnish- 
ing me with arms, horses, a tent, and every necessary for that 
purpose , so that the poor man passed his time agreeably in the 
English army, being every day with the Major, and often ad- 
mitted and consulted in affairs of consequence But as the army 
remained encamped there for some time, and the two Gentoos, 

(210) The dam has had a variety of valuation If it be equal to a peissa, then 
the Djaghir was equal to about fifteen thousand rupees, at forty peissas to a rupee 

(21 1) Mons Law His name is pronounced Lass by the French 
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who were in camp at the head of large bodies of troops agreed 
so little together, that what the one had proposed In his usual 
visit of the morning, never failed to be objected to by the other 
in his evening interview, tho Major, and the other English rulers 
lost all patience and disgusted at such a continual scene of 
dissension they joined Mr Ha> in telling me That they look 
cd upon me (tho poor man) as one attached both to the English 
and to Mir cassem-qhan whose affairs were likely to be ruined 
by these two Gentoos whose dissensions liad no end that as 
they were both in high credit and authorit) both at the liead of 
' whole armies and both acting as servants and deputies of Mir 
cassem>qhan the English could not do an^lhing nor e%cn come 
to any final resolution so long as these men should continue so 
opposed to each other for the English were not enabled to dis 
tingolsh whose opinion they must adhere to. It become? then 
convenient added they that Mir cassem qhan their master 
should himself come over to the end that after consulting 
those two servants of his and bearing their respective opinions 
he may take a party for himself after which we shall have no 
other trouble than that of following the same as we shall 
have th«?ti to treat solely with him Not that we have not 
several times wrote to him on the subject but our letters 
have produced no effect because forsooth the affairs of Bir 
bohom are of higher importance than those of Azim-abad or 
because the Radja is a more dangerous foe than the Emperor 
and MSshur Lass and Cara-car^han Do then repair to Mir 
cassem^han and by all means bring him hither To this 
proposal I consented and having been furnished ivith letters 
from the Major for Afir cassem-qhan and with other letters for 
Major York that he might protect my person should Mir cassem 
attempt to offer me any injury I departed I was furnished by 
the Major ivitb everything requisite for my journey and ho 
added to them one of those Imperial badjraws of the navy 
Djehan ghtr nugur {212) which attended the English army In 

(31a) Tbis DSfj coaaihted of a fleet of boats and reueli, some of them eqail 
to the largest European galiej^ and wai alwaji bollt and fnralihed b/ the prorl ce 
of Dacca. Tlila fleat was orer and above the Coror of rape** sent jearl/ from 
Bengal to Delhi, and over and above a vast qoantitj of delicate xtnflt. Se* tJu 
and rtmark SttUt* 5. 
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descending the river, I met by the way Mr Macguire, who was 
going to A/im-abad, as Chief of the factory there , and as we 
were both travelling in haste, I only found an opportunity of 
making my bow to him from afar, and of sending him my 
compliments Mir-cassem-qiian being not at M8rsh8d-abad, I 
repaired to his camp at BSdgam, where I evplained my errand. 
The Navvab objeeted to his going to Azim-abad , but as to the 
rest, he shewed me the utmost kindness and attention He order- 
ed a tent to be pitched for me, sent me tables full of victuals 
twice a day, and conversed familiarly with me , he also sent 
some of those delicate stuffs, such as turbants and line malmalls, 
which are manufactured at Djehanghir-nugur , (213) and these 
kmdncs'scs lasted until Ram-nardin, by the channel of Djagut- 
scat’s agent, who was likewise a pensioner of his, found means 
to convey a letter to the Navvab, by which he informed him, 
that being myself exceedingly attached to the English, whilst, 
on the other hand, my father cut so capital a figure in the Em- 
peror's camp, I had come ns a spy, on the part of both the Eng- 
lish and the Emperor Those malignant insinuations were in- 
troduced b) Djagut-seat himself, through the channel of his own 
agents, and as Mir-cassem-qhan was naturally of a suspicious 
disposition, he ceased to shew me so much regard as he had 
done , and this change of behaviour impressed me with much 
concern, and some fears , but as Major York was not in the 
army, I was at a loss where to take shelter, and how to manage 
To ask my leave of the Navvab, and to be gone, might have in- 
creased his suspicions , and, on the other hand, to remain in 
camp, without that assistance 011 his part, which my want of 
equipage had rendered necessary, became impracticable Never- 
theless, two or three days being elapsed since my disgrace, I 
availed myself of it, to ask leave to return to M8rsh8d-abad 
Vote 'Will go to Asini-abad, / believe, answered he, ^\lth a severe 
cast of features, and you may I answered, that I had business 
at M8rsh8d-abad , and he dismissed me, with an air of severity, 

(213) The reader is, doubtless, apprised that at Dacca are manufactured the 
finest linen m the world We have seen two malmalls sold for 250 English crowns, 
and have had at home one that weighed about fourteen ounces, being twenty yards 
long, and one and-a-quarter broad They are called ad revan, or running water,' 
3nd sb-td~nem, or nightly dew, as being when wet, not 4iscernible from either. 
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and without presenting mo, m w the custom, with anything for 
the charges of my journey After making ray way to MSr^Sd 
abad, ivith some diilScuItyi I landed in the house of an acquaint 
' ancc, where, some time after my amval, he thought proper to 

send me a small sum of money, through the bands of Qhadja 
Ashref, the Cashmirian, who was a nephew to the Prince of 
Merchants, Qhadja vadjed, a favourite of the Navvab's (314) 
After some interval intclligcoce came “That Major Carnac 
' having attacked the Emperor about Aziro abad, bad given him 
a defeat, and obliged him to retreat , that MSsbur Lass having 
'm compliance wuth some custom established between the Eng 
« iiah and I^rench nations surrendered himself prisoner had 

tdC ‘ 

Shsh ndt ' been treated v/ith honour and distinction, and that some time 
Major, by sending some messages to the Emperor, had 
LiMprUootf “ engaged him to listen to terms of pacification after which he 
“had paid liw respects to that Monarcli, and brought him with 
him to Aiim-abad where he had lodged him In the city ’ Mir 
ca&sem'<\hao, on hearing this news hastened his march through 
the bills, and advanced to Azim-abad 1 resolved on my side to 
repair thither also but as 1 was preparing to set out, I heard 
that TSrab aaly^qbao Deputy to the Nawab m Bengal had 
ordered that no letters should be delivered to the Hindostanies 
whether coming to or gofog out of MSrshSd abad and that no 
one of them should quit the city without his leave 1 was urpns^ 
ed and confounded at the prohibitioD, but at last I obtained 
fats permission by the interposition of the Chief of Cassimbaxar 
and quitting Bengal, I journeyed to Aiim abad. And now we 
must revert to the thread of our history, that the reader may not 
wonder at our leaving uoBnished the narrative of the manner m 
which matters were brought to a conclusion at Azim abad 

(ai4) Thb QhAdJ»-rsdj«d or a* hb tilUt imports tlib (Tcfr TSdjdj*rJ 
Glory ol UerdMoU, lired in a ttato by moch taperior to tlut ol a Govroor 
Gaoenl, and eqoal to that of the praaeot Dominal Naxcm of Bto^ Mabarac-ed 
d&nlah. He bad fifteen dephaots ud fifty bone* of ralne In hla atihles vith on* 
budred and tveaty wonien lo his serafiio, fifteen Cbopdars, or Mace baafca, 
and two bondrad other aerrants he vu maitar of fire ships, and of about two 
thoonand boats, haTiog the looaopoty of the ult. What h\* foctnoe may bare 
been is not known bnt he llTod ml the rat* of a thousand rupees a day , and at ooe 
time be preaented AaJy^erdy-qhao with fifteen l*a for hia new yaar'a gift. Such 
were then the rlcbes of Etengah although lah told only for thirty or forty repcas 
the handred maond* 
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Major Carnac, after disnubSing'nie to M8rshSd-abad, march- 
ed at the head of the Enghsli troops, as well as those belonging 
to Ram-narain. and to Miren , his intention was to fight the 
Emperor, who was at Gaya-manp8r. The latter on being informed 
of that General’s approach, wrote letter after letter to my father, 
requesting his joining him with the large body of troops which 
he had assembled in his retreat. But before my father could 
arrive, the engagement had already taken place, and the war 
was at an end MSshur Ln'^s, with the small force, and the small 
artillery which he could muster, bravely fought the English them- 
seKes, and lor some time he made a shift to wi^thstand their 
superiority. I heir auxiliaries consisted in large bodies of natives, 
commanded by Ram-tiarain, and Radja B81l8b But the engage- 
ment was decided by the English, who fell with so much effect 
upon the enemy, that their onset could not be withstood by 
either the Emperor or Cam-car-qhan The latter finding he could 
not resist, turned about and fled The Emperor obliged to follow 
him, quilted.the field of battle, and the handful of troops tha: 
followed MBshur Lass, discouraged by this flight, and tired of 
the wandering life which they had hitherto led in his service, turn- 
ed about likewise, and followed the Emperor. MSshur Lass find- 
ing himself abandoned and alone, resolved not to turn his back , 
he bestrode one of his guns, and remained firm in that posture , 
waiting for the moment of his death. This being reported to 
Major Carnac, he detached himself from his main with Captain 
Knox, and some other officers, and he advanced to the man on 
the gun, without taking with him either a guard, or any Tahngas 
at all Being arrived near, this troop alighted from their horses, 
and pulling their caps from their heads, they swept the air with 
them, as if to make him a salaa7n , and this salute being returned 
by MSshur Lass in the same manner, some parley ensued in their 
own language The Major, after paying high encomiums to 
MSshur Lass for his perseverance, conduct, and bravery, added 
these words “You have done everything that could be expected 
“ from a brave man, and your name shall be undoubtedly 
“ transmitted to posterity by the pen of history Now loosen 
“ your sword from your loins, come amongst us, and abandon all 
‘ thoughts of contending with the English ” The other answer- 
ed “ That if they would accept of this surrendering himself just 

S M VOL. |l. — 51 
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“as he he bad oo objections, but tliat as to surrendenng 
“ himself with the disgrace of being without hU sword, it was a 
' shame he would nc\er submit to and that they might take bis 
'life if they were not satisfied with that condition ' The English 
Commanders, admiring his firmness, consented to his surrender 
ing himself in tho manner he wished after v>hich the Major with 
his officers shook hands with him in their European manner and 
every sentiment of enmity was instantly dismissed on both sides. 
At the same time that Commander sent for his own palky, made 
him sit m W and he w'as sent to camp MSshur Lass, unw'illmg 
to see or td be seen in that condition shut up tho curtains of 
the palky for fcir of being recognised by any of his fnends at 
camp hut jet some of his acquaintances heanng of his being 
arrived went to him These were Mir abdotlah and Mustepha 
c8h qhan The Major who had cxcnsisl him from appearing in 
public informed them that thev could not »ee him for some dal's 
as he was too much vexed to recene anj compaoi Ahmed 
qhan-cor»5ishI wHo was an impertinent talker having come to 
look at him thought to pav his court to the English by joking 
on the man s defeat a behaviour that has nothing strange if 
we consider the times In which we liie and the compani he 
was accustomed to frequent and it was In the notion of his 
doubtless that with much pertne « of voice and air he asked 
him thLS que<»tion And Bibt Lass where ts she ^ The Major 
and the officers present shocked at the impropnety of the ques 
tion reprimanded him with a severe look and very severe ex 
prcssions This man they said has fought 'bravely and 
deserves the attention of all brave men the impertinendes 
which >oa have been offering him may be customary amongst 
‘ your fnends and your nation but cannot be suffered m ours 
' who has it for a standing rule never to offer an injury to a 
vanquished foe Ahmed>qban checked by this repnmand 
held bis tongue, and did not answer a word He tamed about 
one hour more m bis visit and then went away much abashed 
and although he was a Commander of importance and one to 
whom much honour had been always paid, no one did speak, to 
him any more or made a show of standing up at his departure 
This reprimand did much honour to the English and it must br 
acknowledged to the honour of tho'^c strangers that ns their 
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conduct in wai and in battle i'> woitlu of admiration, ^o, on the 
other liand nothing i:> more mode>t and more becoming than 
their behaviour to an enemy, whether in the heat of action, or 
in the pride of .succea'^ and victory Theae people aeem to act 
entirely according to the rules observed by our ancient Com- 
manders, and our men of geniiia 

Immediately after the battle, the Major sent Shitab-ray to 
the Emperor, with offers to live in peace with him, and to pay 
him a visit . and this nas the most advantageous event tliat could 
happen But that Prince, who was defective m discernment, 
and had a boundless deference for Cam-car-qhan^ declined the 
proposal, and dismissed the envoy The latter on 'taking leave 
foretold, that one day “ His Majesty would of himself seek those 
“very terms of pacification which he now refused, and would 
“ not find them , or if he found any at all, they would fall short 
'^of those now proffered, and would not redound so much to His 
" Maj'esty’s honour and advantage Now those men are court- 
“ing you,'' said Shitab-rdy, “ but when once they shall have des- 
“ paired of success, and shall entirely withdraw their thoughts 
“ from an agreement, then should you in the sequel apply your- 
“ self for it, your Majesty may guess on what terms they will 
“listen to It" This representation produced nothing, and 
Shitab-ray came back to camp My father arriving with his 
forces after Shitab-ray's departure, highly blamed the Emperor 
for his having missed so fair an overture, but it was too late , 
the moment was past. Cam-car-qhan, although vanquished, had 
still so much stomach for war, that he proposed to make new 
levies, and to fight once more. Mir-hossdin-qhan, a man of 
whom mention has been made in Mahmed-c81i-qhan's history, 
was of the same opinion with Cam-car-qhan, and breathed no- 
thing but war and battle , but my father made the Emperor 
sensible, “ that Cam-car-qhan was a Zemindar, and that to be 
“ endlessly fighting, and flying and flying again, was nothing 
“ but the trade he had been bred to , but that such a vagrant 
“ life was beneath the dignity of an Emperor, and highly dis- 
“ graceful to his name; that a sense of shame was very proper 
“ and that Shitab-rify was not gone so far off, but that he might 
"be sent for again, and his offers accepted " We shall see in 
the sequel what effect this discourse made upon that Prince 
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But he ijecincd actually as much afTcctcd with tht, ifFairt. of the 
Empire, ail with those of his own camp and person 

The Abdaly monarch was arrived at Shah djehan abad on 
the one side and the Marhattas on the other The latter had 
taken possession of the atadd, where they had confioed a Pnnee 
called Shah djehan who had been set up by the Vczir Umad el 
mulk and thej had conceived such high flown projects that 
they wanted to place on the throne their own King Vasvas-rifo 
so as to extend their dominion all over Hindostam It was in 
these conjectures that the Abdaly came and being joined b> 
Shudja ed dS^Ia and Nodjlb-ed-ddula, and by the two Rohila 
Pnnees Haf)’! rahmet, and Ahmcd-qhandxingash, he gave those 
infidels a most destructive defeat. (315) But after a sojourn of 
nine months in Hlndostan he returned to Candabar and Herat 
the capitals of his dominions and this victory prodneed a 
mighty revolution of which a particular account shall be given 
whenever we come to speak of what relates to Shah djehan abad 
The Abdaly monarch had strongly recommended Shah>aalem 
to Shndja ed dSula, as well as to all the Afghan Pnnees whom 
be requested to seat that Pnoce upon the Hindostany throne 
and to acknowledge him as their Sovereign Nor was that 
Monarch a stranger to the Imperial family his own consort was 
sister to Shah-aalcm but besides that this forlorn Pnnee on 
hearing of hi fathers demise had sent Munnir-ed dSuIa to him 
with a view to obtain his support, as well as his recommendation 
to the several Powers of Hindostan So that the Minister who 
bad come with that Monarch to Shah djehan abad availed himself 
of hia weight to negotiate succcssfuJly with those Pnnees them 
selves who were then in the Abdaly camp It was on the Abdaly 
king s instances that Nedjib ed-d 5 uJa bad seated in tho atadel 
of that capital the young Djuvan baqht as Deputy to his father 
Shah-aalem and it was on that same Princes recomroendation 
that Shudja ed-dflula bad undertaken to bring up Shah aalem 
himself from the frontiers of Bengal for he had written several 
supplications to request his returning to his capital and the 
latter, tired with the desultory life and the endless incursions 
and retreats of Cam-car qhan 5, had adopted ray fathePs advice 

{ai5) Thli b*ttle cost tho livei of sereoty thonsaad Marfattoi Wt 00 the spot 
ei^ht or ten thooMuid more waro dispensed, bat few escaped. 
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and had signed a note commanding ShiLab-r^ty’s return , his 
intention being to repair first to the English camp, and then to 
Shudjah-ed-doula’s capital ’ Shitab-ray having shewn the note 
to Majoi Carnac, was permitted to repair to the Emperor’s camp, 
where aftei some conference, it was agreed that tlie Englisli Com- 
mander should pa} a \isit to that Prince This concert having 
given umbrage to Cam-car-qhan, who observed the Emperor’s 
growing inclination, and how' far matters were taking a turn 
contrar} to his disposition of mind, he took his own party at 
once, and marched off with his troops, taking the shortest road 
to his own countr\ > 

The Emperor after this depaiLure, advanced to a small dis- 
tance, and encamped jiear the English army fhe ne\t day, 
which was that appointed for his receiving the visit of the English 
Commander, he w'anted to advance a little more, when Mir- 
hosscin-qhan, taking it for certain that the English w'ould un- 
doubtedlv seize on the Emperor’s person, and confine him, made 
his escape out of the camp, and fled in earnest, his people crying 
everywhere, as they were going aw'a}', that the Emperor was 
going to be betrayed into the hands of the Frenghis, by his 
own Minister, Nassyr-ed-doula Hedaiet-aaly-qhan-bahadyr-assed- 
djung, (meaning my father) , and that whoever had any sense of 
honour left, ought to quit the army immediately, and follow them 
At these words a vast number of senseless men abandoned the 
Emperor, and followed the fugitives, but as all this disorderly 
multitude w'as to pass by the castle of Ticary, where Radja 
BSniad-smg resided, his people sallied out, and plundered every 
one of those runaw'ays Mir-hossein-qhan made his escape , but 
the fools that had followed him upon his words, perceiving how 
matters went, thought themselves very happy to effect their re- 
turn to the army which they had quitted before The Emperor at 
that time was advancing with his troops in battle array towards the 
English camp, when at about tnid-day, the Major made his appear- 
ance with his officers, at about half a cosse distance, where pull- 
ing his cap, and putting it under his arm-pit, he advanced m that 
postuie, marching on foot close to the Emperor’s elephant, but bythe 
the Monarch-having commanded him to be mounted, that General 
got on horseback, and taking his station alone, he preceded the ty 
Empeior’s elephant by about an arrow’s shot.' M,y fathci, on his 
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number of qboans or trays, covered uiUi prcaon? and curious 
stufts, fit for apparel , to which ho added a quantity of jewels, 
and other costly articles The Emperor accepted his homage, 
and honoured him with a qhyhat of six pieces, a chaplet of pearls, 
with a circlet for the bead, and an aigrette of jewels adorned by 
black eagle's feathers after which the Navvab made the usual 
bows and wuthdrew into the next room which was that of 
Mr Maeguire, the Chief of the factory and there he discussed the 
revenues and probable charges of the three provinces, and after 
socno conversation on other matters relative to that object, he 
agreed to pay His Majesty a yearly tribntc of twenty four lacs 
of rupees. This being settled, he returned to the presence, was 
dismissed with every domoostratlon of regard, and he repaired 
to his encampment Alter his departure, the Emperor having 
Consulted with the English rulers, accepted the o^er after vy'hicb 
he, on their request went to the dtadel or castle, where he 
landed In some buddings called the Imperial palace, and which 
were affected to crowned beads only Bot as Mir cassem'qban 
continued to harbour suspicions against my father and vyas not 
much pleased to see the Emperor's troops m the dtadel the 
English interposed again, and obtained of that Monarch, that 
Sdyd hediiet>aaly qlian bafaadyr should not have any intercourse 
with him m the castle The Emperor therefore wrote him a 
note to desire his remaining in camp amongst the troops to 
prevent their dispersing on account of the dissensions that reign 
ed requesting him at the same lime to enlist new levies Bnt 
the Navvab was not the only person that bad taken umbrage at 
him Ram nardin, who was Governor of the dty and province 
was indined liketvise to barbonr some apprehensions on bis 
account and he was uneasy lest some day or other an agreement 
taking place between the Navvab and my father the Government 
might slip from out of his hands into those of that nobleman s. 
Impressed with such idle ideas, Ram nardin was assidnous m 
poisoning the Navvab’s ramd against my fathei' and in fabricat 
Ing mtelhgences to which that nobleman had never given cause 
and which bad never come so much as in bis thoughts. Mir 
cassem qhan ever prone to suspiaon and at this particnlar time 
somewhat inclined to jealousy, instilled so many notions into the 
minds of the English that they sent my father word, requesting 
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lus letiiining to hE estate about Rliotas My father answeied, 
that as he was a servant of the Emperor’s, and actually in Ins 
post by the Emperor’s command, he could not without his order, 
pretend to absent liimself The English, who are men of sense, 
and naturally lovers of frankness and equity, admitted the pro- 
priety of the answer, and sent one of their nation to inform my 
lather that, as to their own pari, they had no objections to him 
at all , but at the same time, they sent word to the Emperor, 
that It appeared that so long as Scyd-heddiet-aaly-qhan remained 
at camp, busv m enlisting new soldiers, Mir-cassem-qhan would 
never be brought to pay any money, or to fulfil any of the 
conditions of the treaty , adding, that it was proper that His 
Majesty should send an order for that nobleman’s retiring upon 
his estate The Emperor consented, and sent such an order, as 
was requested. My father, finding how matters had turned out, 
went late at night, to take his leave of the Major, and of the 
English rulers , and the next morning, he took the shortest road 
to his estate But his departure did not affect Aaly-naki-qhan, my 
brother, who had followed my father, and had become Paymaster 
of the Imperial household , on the contrary, he was now decorated 
with the surname and title of Fahr-ed-doulah-bahadyr-zaafer- 
djung, (218) and he continued to live with the Emperor in the 
exercise of his office 

It was at this conjuncture I chanced to arrive at the English 
camp at Bankipore, after having been at much pains to obtain 
by the interposition of the English Chief of Cossim-bazar, 
permission to quit M8rsh8d-abad , and this happened in the 
following manner Some time before Mir-cassem-qhan had hasti- 
ly quitted BirbohSm, I had returned to M8rsh3d-abad by his leave, 
where my situation had become very puzzling, as I found it 
impossible either to get out of that city, or to send, or receive a 
letter, and meanwhile Major Carnac, as well as Mr Hay, and 
the English rulers of Azim-abad, remained in the dark as to what 
might have become of me Here it is proper to remember that 
as Ram-nar^in was not sincere towards Mir-cassem-qhan, he 
wanted to inspire suspicions to the English against him , and as 
he bore me no good-will neither, he was daily rendering me - 
suspected in that Prince’s mind, either by the suggestions of his 

(3 i 8) The Valiant, the Glory of the State, the Victorious in War 
S M VOL. 11—52. 
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own emi5$arie5, or b) those of Djagit seats agent, hU whole 
aim being to engage the Nawab to exasperate matters by 
offering mo some ill usage His brother, Durdj nariln, at the 
same time, was acting his part at Aalm^abad Meeting one day 
Mir abdollah my friend, whom he knew to be extremely attached 
^as well as extremely welcome to the English, ho whispered into 
his car, that his friend Mir ghSlam hoss^in qhan, had been made 
a^vay with b) a dose of poison b\ order of the Nanab This 
intelligence seemed tho more probable as I appeared nowhere, 
neither at Azim^bad nor In the Na\'\abs camp, whowasjost 
arri\ed and^s no intelligence at all had been received about 
me, and no one knew where I might be the intelligence was 
taken for a certitude Add to this that Dnrdj nariln had the art 
to entreat Mir>abdollab to nothing of the matter and by all 
means to conceal hU name that he might come to no harm on 
that account Out the Injunction not satUf>ing Mir abdollah 
the latter Imparted tho iDtcIllgence to m) >0Dng st brother, 
Sc)d-aal) qban who with my consort and famil) lived in my 
house at ^zun-abad , and both receiving a shock from this piece 
of nevrs the more violent as endeavours were used to smother 
it the) resolved to Inform the English of the whole matter 
with the precaution however of concealing Durdj narAin their 
author s name as he was a Genloo of consequence and Mir 
abdollah was a retainer of Ram nardin his brother Fhev went 
therefore to the factorv (219) and informed Major Carnac and 
Mr Ha) that the) held the Intelligence from a person of great 
credit ^3 those two gentlemen had a real attachment to 
Mr Am)att as well as a rooted aversion to Mlr-cassem qhan ^ 
person on account of bis having been promoted b) Vanslttart 
their antagonist the) were perpctuall) on the watch for finding 
the Nawab In fault In order to throw the blame of It on 
Vanslttart s shoulders On hearing therefore the intelligence 
their displeasure blazed out into a flame like lightning They 
swore That if It proved true that Mlr-casscm bad murdered a 
' friend and an envoy of theirs, he might depend upon their 


(919) The word* Pcctorj ai>d Chief onfht not to mUIrud Earop«u readen* 
The»* factories are boJIt like and thoet Chiefs make Princely 

fortunes and come abro d In more lUte than aeraral Soreralfoa of Europe. 
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" finding means to exact a severe revenge for his death ” Mir- 
abdollah, friglitened by the violence of their resentment, made 
use of eAery supplication, to make them proceed with less pre- 
cipitation and more secrecy ; and he proposed that letters should 
be ^\rItten to the English Chief of Cossim-ba/ar, and to me As 
he spoke to men of much sense, although angry, the proposal 
was easily admitted , and they also wrote a letter to me to in- 
form themselves how matters went, and why I tarried so much 
Ihe letter recommended to me, in case of necessity, to apply to 
the Chief ol Cossim-bazar, who was then Mr Istanluc Batson 
(Mr Stanlake Batson), if possible, as to my last resource, they 
also wrote a letter to the same gentleman, in the character and 
language of the English, and sent both letters by one of my 
relations The arrival of that man, with his letters, filled me with 
joy, and it procured me the only expedient by which I might 
extricate myself I waited immediately upon the Chief of Cossim- 
bazar, and having got from him a boat, a messenger, and a pass, 
I arrived safe at Azim-abad, where, God be thanked, I saw my 
friends again, and found myself once more in my house and home 
But yet I was not quite easy, being in doubt whether I ought to 
visit the Navvab or not, as there subsisted everywhere such a 
strange appearance of double dealing, and discordance, that I 
could not help wavering in my conduct My brother in the castle, 
and in high office with the Emperor, M8rly-dur and Ram-nariin, 
in appearance my friends, and in fact, my enemies , myself highly 
obliged to both, and unable to make a proper return , Mir-cassem- 
qhan in his heart an enemy to Ram-narain ; the Emperor dis- 
satisfied and uneasy in the castle , the English at variance 
amongst themselves , Macguire siding with Vansittart and the 
Navvab, and the Major with Mr Hay, being closely united with 
Amyatt, in opposing Vansittart, and also in supporting Ram- 
nardin against Mir-cassem-qhan such a confused scene was 
puzzling All this while the Radja, sensible of the strong sup- 
port he would meet with from the Major and Mr Hay, and their 
party, dissembled with Mr. Macguire, and paid his protectors an 
assiduous court, to the great discontent of both the Navvab and 
Mr Macguire and it is for his having entirely neglected these 
two men, that he saw what he did see, and met with an untimely 
fate of his own seeking 
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As to m)sc]f, the poor maiij Mir cassem qhan disliked me, 
because I had so many connections ^vith the English because 
my joungcr brother v.*as in such high favour uitli the Emperor, 
and because he imagined I had still much intimacy with Ram 
^nardin, whom he could not bear, he likeuise harboured many 
suspicions against me And, on the other iiand both Ram nardin 
and M8rl) dur, mistrusting in me the \cr) appearance of being 
Mir cassem qhan b nominal servant, and fearing lest some da> 
I sliould a\'ail myself of my connections with the English, to 
dispossess these two men of their Government of Azlm abad in 
which 1 mighf place my own father, were mneh inclined to sus 
pect that I was always brewing some mischief Just at this time 
the i^awab having for a purpose of his own, repeatedly express- 
ed a desire to see me I repeatedly excused myself on a pretence 
of Illness until finding that he persisted in his instances, I re 
paired to his quarters That Prince, on seeing me went to an 
inner apartment where after cndeavouriDg to soothe ray ralnd 
and to win m> heart he proposed to me a voyage to Calcutta 
' You are said he m connection with Mr Amyatl the great 
supporter of Ram nariin I wish therefore you would go to 
' Calcutta and manage so as that he might let go his hold of 
that man and join me as I want the Council a consent for ray 
bringing that Governor under controui and for my becoming 
bis master as indeed it is proper 1 should be. Such an over 
tore after what had passed between 05 could not but surprise me 
although I w’aa not much displeased with its purport I was 
myself for a variety of reasons Inclined to quit Axlm-abad and 
to go to Calcutta bat dreaded the consequences of an alteration 
in Mir -cassem qhan s behaviour and the many suspicions with 
wlucli his unsteady turn of mind would not fail to plague me 
should I ever concern mjself in his affairs the very meddling 
with them seemed full of dangers I answered therefore that I 
had no objections to mj being employed m his affairs, but feared 
the unsteadiness of his temper which made him sometimes alter 
his mind wathout a sufficient reason For instance, added I 
what was the poor mans fault a BSdgam when after having 
shewn me the utmost kindness and IncUnation you turned 
about at once on the simple Insinuation of Djagat seat s agent V 
After having said sc much, I could not help insinuating that 
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although accusers might attempt to instil suspicions in the heart 
of a great man, ( for which there was no wondering, since such 
was their professional line ) yet that it behoved a master and 
benefactor to be more caieful, and never to disgrace his servants 
^\lthout having probably ascertained their guilt The Navvab 
heard all that, and then made use of the strongest assertions," 
and the most solemn promise>>, to engage me to be hencefor- 
waideasy, he made me promise that I would undertake the 
\oyage, and ne\t day he sent me two thousand rupees for my 
expenses The matter being now' settled, I took leave of my 

friends, and set out for MSrshSd-abad, w'here I arrived in four 

¥ 

days, and where I lodged at the house of a relation of mine 
As the Navvab had w'rote to TSrab aaly-qhan, his maternal uncle, 
Governor of MSrshSd-abad, to inform him of my going dowm 
for a service of his, that Governor assisted me expeditiously, in 
furnishing me with boats, and everything else I wanted So that, 
after a stay of tw'o or three days at MSrshSd-abad, I arrived , 
safe at Calcutta, w'here I w'ent to visit Mr Amyatt, Mr Gray, 
and Captain Knox, whom I frequented assiduously, and from 
whom I learned from time to time all the news of Azim-abad 

The Emperor was still in that city , but whilst he kept 
himself ready to set out on his journey to his capital, he waited 
impatiently for the arrival of Munnir-ed-doulah, w'hom he had sent 
as his Ambassador to Ahmed-shah, the Abdally-monarch But 
that Prince himself had already been invited over by Nedjib- 
ed-doulah, by '\hmed-qhan-bangash, and by the other Afghan 
Princes, as well as by Shudjah-ed-doulah himself , and he had 
resolved to march into Hindostan, as far as its capital, where he 
intended to extirpate the Marhatta nation , for he had heard 
w'lth anguish that those infidels had taken possession of the 
citadel, confined the young Prince, whofti the Ministers of his 
father, Aalamghir the Second, had set up under the name of 
Shah-djehan , and pretended to no less than to set up their own 
Monarch in the young Prince’s stead, and to become the sole 
masters of alTHindostan, With that view he advanced by long 
marches, and being arrived in the territory of Shah-djehan- 
abad, he gave the Marhattas several destructive defeats, and 
then returned to Candahar, his capital, after a severe campaign 
in India, which lasted full seven months, exclusive of the time 
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he spent in comiiij, ind On his departure) he strongly 

recommended to the Aff,han Pnoces, and to Shudjah-ed d6ulah 
in particular, to respect thoir lawful Emperor, and to submit to 
him It must be obseneil that during this whole campaign, 
Munnir ed dOuHih had been /csldjag in the Court of the Abdally 
monarch from nhora he had obtained In/unctions, to all the 
Indian Pnncc», to obey Shali->aaleai as Iheir lawful Mon<trd» 
Not content with tlist, the Abdally-conqucror had at his departure 
strongl) recommended submission to all those Princes whom he 
had assembled m his presence and it seems that his recom 
mendation had produced a full effect For as soon as he was 
gone, Nedjib ed*ddulah established SSItan Djuvan biqht lu the 
citadel of Shah djehan abad as Deputy to his father Shab>aalem 
he coined money in the father's name and ordered the Qhotbah 
or loyal prayer of Friday (jao) to be pronounced for his pros- 
perity Shudjah-ed dSulah did the same on his return to A8d, 
his capital , from whence he sent sums of that new coin, both in 
silver and gold, to Shth aalem and supplicated his coming, to 
put himself at the head of Ms faithful subjects Suppliques in 
the same style came at the same tune from Ahmed qhan bangasb 
and from Nedjib ed dtSuIah as well as from his Ambassador 
Monnir ed>ddulah all of whom congratulated him upon hu 
accession to the throne of his ancestors And os these many 
petJbons were in the same style noth those of Shudjah ed ddolah s 
and they came iccompanied with sums of money in silver and 
gold, coined in his name such a general consent rejoiced the 
heart of the new Monarch who now saw how generally he was 
acknowledged insomuch that there remained no excuse now, 
either to the English or to the Nav\ab, for delaying his departure 
The English finding bow universally be was expected took care 
to make him sign such a treaty as they thought proper after 
which they presented him with a sum of money, and some 
other articles that seemed necessary and wished him a happy 
journey Shah aalem, after returing his acknowledgments to 
the Almighty goodness for this flow of success, bedt the General, 
and continued his march towards bis capital This was about the 
end of Shewal, or the beginning of Zilcaad, in the second year 

(aao) Th« Qbotbali, vhich UprononnewJ every FritUy In tba nj(w]nM ud 
tItflwh PT *, amoanU to an oath oi afl^fanca. Set ilu rtwurh, uetitn 7 w/ 
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of his accession to the throne, which corresponds to the year 
1 184 of the Hedj rah He quitted Azim-abad, and marched to- A.D. 175 

wards Shudjah-ed-doulah's country. But as soon as he had 

crossed the little river of Keram-nassa, that Prince himself made 

■> 

his appearance, and being admitted to the honour of kissing the 
columns of the Imperial throne, he presented in' token of homage, 
such an offering in money, precious stuffs, and jewels, as seemed 
suitable to the occasion , after which he marched to his capital, 
in company with the Emperor 

This departure having rendered the Navvab easy ivith respect 
to the Emperor, he turned his views towards bryigmg Radja 
Ram-nardin under his controul With that view he wiate re- 
peated!) to the Council of Calcutta, and to Governor Vansittart, 
who had declared himself his protector , and he likewise engaged 
Macguire to write against Ram-narain, witli whom the latter, 
was himself much displeased. Tne Navvab took care, at the same 
time, to keep this new friend stead) in his interest, by a variety 
of favours and piesents which he knew how to place It was in 
these conjunctures that General Coote arrived at Azim-abad 
He had been Major heretofore, and was the man who, by Colonel 
Clive's ordei, had pursued MSshur Lass as far as Bacsai This 
officer cairn, of late from Europe, whither he had repaired after 
that espedition of his , and from whence he came out again w'ith 
the title of Geneial, and the office of Commander-in-Chief of the 
English forces Ram-iiarain, ever intent on his own affairs, soon 
found means to gain him over to his own interest , and he used 
every day either to fill his ear^i with senseless rumours, that took 
their rise amongst the mob, or he was at the trouble of fabricat- 
ing them himself One day he sent him word, that Mir-cassem- 
qhan intended to surprise the English in their cantonments , and 
to countenance that intelligence, he took care to put his own 
troops under arms That officer, struck with the report, sallied 
before day-break from his camp with a small number of men, 
and suddenly made his appearance in Mir-cassem-qhan's quarters, 
w’here he found the Navvab asleep, as well as most of his troops , 
nor did his camp by any means wear the appearance of any pre- 
parative, or of any design whatever Ashamed of his precip- 
itancy, and full of repentance for so inconsiderate an action, he 
departed immediately, leaving behind an English officer, who 
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had orders, on the Navvab's ruing, to present him the General s 
cxcuscM, and to suy, “that having come to see him, he had gone 
" back on his finding him fast asleep ” The Navvab had been 
awakened by this time, and receiving Intelligence of this Intm 
siun of the General s, he was exceedingly dupleased at it and 
he repnmanded the officer for so Improper an action The officer 
brought fortvard all the excuses he could muster, and then de 
parted but these excuses did not prevent Mir cassem qhan 
from making a liandie of this behavioar of the General's, to 
complain 'it Calcutta and he drew th^l intrusion m such colours, 
that the Coun/'il disapproved the General s conduct, and sent him 
a reprimand The officer Hading now that his behaviour bad 
become public, and that it covered him with shame, concluded 
that he bad no other party left, than that of rctaming to England 
But meanwhile this affair having brought to light some of Ram 
nardln s suggestions and macbmatioos, they gave rise to such a 
tram of consequences as ended m his own ruin 

As 1 was now at Calcutta these three months and 1 bad 
daily intelligeoce of the contents of Mir-cassem-qhan, now Aaly 
djaUs lettersifaai) I osed to make vanous attempts to gam 
Mr Amyatt s mind to the cause I had been entrusted with, but 
alwa>s to little or no purpose at oil One day when I imagined 
I bad gained some ground, he thought proper to opeu his mind 
and to speak \ cry frankly m these very words ‘You know 
' yourself very well said he that 1 never bad any particular 
attachmenl to Ram nardin and no kind of inclination for his 
person I am not without some objections to him but as 
' Mr Vansltlart bos promoted ilir cassem qhan and has declar 
ed furaseJf his protector, rt behoves me of course, in con 
sequence of that settled jealousy that subsists between him 
and me to side with Mir djoafer qhan and with Rain narlin 
And now that we have on both sides wrote to England, and to 
tlie Counal of London, oo the subject have both depreoated 
and accused each other, and are actually vUifymg and accus> 
mg each other still, every Council day , matters are come to 
‘ such a pass that nothing can settle them, but such a deebuon 

(ui) Aalf^jak ud VdJak-d/mk iro titles of the same Import, u w«I] u 
AU- these tlgnliy th« Uhutiious, *ablJa>«, or if joo vfll, the hlfh* 
or the man of high statioo, ud dlgai^ 
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“ from Europe as is expected by both sides , until, then, such a 
“ decision is arrived, I cannot turn towards Mir-cassem-qhan , 
" and even did I go so far, such a change of hands would redound 
•'to my own dishonour and accusation. Let your master wnit 
“ therefore the dispatches from Europe. If the decision of London 
"should prove favourable to Mr Vansittart, the Navvab is too 
" knowing a man to think of minding me , and if it should prove 
"to favour the opposite party, and transfer the disposal of 
"affairs into my own hands, then Mir-cassem-qhan will soon 
" find where I shall be , and if he should seek me with sincerity, 
" I shall have no objections to a connection witji him." This 
conversation having convinced me of Mr. Amyatt's turn of mind, 
and of that of his party, I gave full information of it to my 
constituent , but this did not discourage him He was supported 
by Governor Vansittart and his party, and ahvays gained his 
point with the council , so that at last, he obtained their consent 
for his bringing Ram-nardin under his controul and dependence, 
and for obliging him to give an account of his long administra- 
tion at Azim-abad As soon as I got information of this im- 
portant intelligence, I took my leave of Mr. Amyatt, and of my 
other friends, and I repaired to M8rshSd-abad, where after a stay 
of a few days, become necessary for some particular business of 
my own, I set out, and arrived at Azim-abad It must be re- 
membered, that Mir-cassem-qhan was not only an able accomp- 
tant and a keen discerner of the intricacies of public accounts, 
but that he had given himself able Ministers who helped him 
assiduously After receiving then, from the Council, the consent 
for which he had applied, he called Ram-nardin to the Controul 
office, and examined him about the following articles " The 
" quantum of the revenues he had hitherto received during his long 
"administration, and the sum total of the expenditures he had 
" made , the monies charged in the books, as paid to the Djaghiry- 
" holders of the Emperor’s Court, and the Navvab's , and the 
" receipts and vouchers of those disbursements , the sums charg- 
" ed as paid to the troops, with a comparative statement of the 
" reviews made, and of the number of horses marked on the 
" thigh, and borne on the books " Vouchers and regular ac- 
counts of all these, he required of him in the auditing-hall, in the 
presence of a large number of Ram-nardin’s own officers, and 
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hcada of office, with whom he had formed a largo circle round 
that Governor's person But as the whole of Ram narim's ad 
mintsUalioQ and conduct was one continual senes of fraud, double 
dealing, and artifice, this requisition struck him with concern 
and astonishment , and he applied to his friends for their sup 
port and assistance , but finding them impotent, he repented of 
the unlimited confidence he had reposed in them, and especially 
In Major Camac and Mr Am)att, but repented loo late Some 
of them nhoueremenof firmness and courge, exhorted him 
to kland up in his own defence, and some others who were of 
a different temper, advised him to submit to his fate and to 
become humble As he had no personal courage or firmness of 
his own and the time was come for his receiving his due for the 
usage which he had offered to so many Mussulman widows, and 
to so many other defenceless people, he found he bad no other 
party left than tliat of sobmitting intlrely to Mir-cassem^qhan a 
orders But, first of all, he made some of his principal accomp 
tanis abscond with their books However, this did not prevent 
the Navvab s people from soon finding their retreat Sunder 
sing was the firbt found out, and the first brought away, and put 
in confinement under the care of Bereket*aaly and some other 
trustees of the Navvab s Court and as this confinement brought 
to light an immensity of embezzlemeots in that man s manage 
ment of the army account'!, and an infinity of frauds and in 
fidelities in the accounts of the Djagbiry bolders, and In the 
receipts of the public income, seventies of course were added to 
this confinement and bu effects, in money and jewels were coo 
fiscated. But as the man bad bad the precaution to duperse his 
fortune m time and bis people, even at the moment of his lodg 
mgs bemg taken possession of bad probably found means to 
save tbroogfa the women's apartments, and from elsewhere many 
articles of high value, no more could be found In his boose than 
about seven lacs m cash, and nearly as much m other effects. 
But Mansaram sahS, an emment banker, in whoso house he 
kept his accounts and effects, was involved m the confiscation 
as well as Ganga bubam, cash keeper to Sunder smg both 
being accused of concealing his effects. Mighty sums of money 
were recovered from these two men, and earned to the trea 
sury Radja MSrly dur, the head barcara, or head spy, who was- 
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Ram-narain's absocute, and had as much authority in the Govern- 
ment as himself, was put to the torture, as well as Mahmed-aafac, 
the Cutval, or Inspector of the Police, a Magistrate, who was one 
of MSrly-dur’s principal satellites, and who carried on his back a 
load of curses and imprecations from an infinity of defenceless 
people, whom he had oppressed or ruined Both these guilty 
men were obliged to surrender those immense sums which they 
had been hoarding up for so many years past; and all that 
went to Mir-cassem-qlian’s treasury The enquiries overtook 
Mustepha-c81i-qhan himself, who was brother to Mirza-iredj-qhan, 
father-in law to Ser^dj-ed-doula, (upon whom be God’s mercy 1 ) 

He was certainly a malicious, ill-n^ured man, that deserved to 
be involved in the seventies e.xercised on his friends , but he 
diedm confinement, before he could be e.xamined, and he depart- 
ed towards those mansions of mercy, prepared by Him to Whom 
nothing Is hidden or impossible These severities involved Seyd- 
abdol-aaly-qhan, my paternal uncle, who on the fame of Ram- 
narain's power and influence, had come over from Banares m 
search of employment, and had very unfortunately chanced to 
land at Azim-abad, whilst Ram-nardin himself was actually under 
confinement This unfortunate man, having fallen, as well as 
others, under the lash of Mir-cassem-qhan's resentment, receiv- 
ed an order to quit the city, and to return to Banares , in short, 
the conduct of everyone of tfie prisoners, after being subjected 
to a variety of chicanery and accusations, underwent a thorough 
scrutiny , nor could anyone be ransomed but by surrendering 
those sums of money which had been hoarding up these many 
years past Mir-cassem-qhan, after having gone through so imm 
much inquisitorial business, and having confined Ram-nar4in 
with his associates and dependants, marched through the city cassi 
with all the pomp imaginable , after which, he took up his quarters 
in the castle. M8rly-dur was sent prisoner to Djehanghir- 
nugur-dacca, but Ram-nariin, with all his- relations, was kept 
confined near his palace , and at last they were carried to M8r- 
sh8d-abad. 

One of the associates and favourites of that unhappy Gov- 
ernor’s was Rao-shitab-ray, who became therefore a partaken of 
the Navvab’s resentment. He was taken to task , imperious 
exactors were set over him , and pretences sought everywhere 
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for lutf ruin But 05 lie was a man of fortitude and courage, he 
sUut himself up in his house with a few fnends and resolved to 
risk his life in defence of his honour This air of \igour had its 
effect and for sometime he was not meddled iWth by the Nav 
vab Nevuthcless, matters went hard with him still for Mir 
cassem qhan obtained from the Emperor the government of the 
fqrtrtjs of Rhotas, with the Imperial Divanship of Aiira abad, 
and the management of those Djagbirj lands tliat belonged to 
Semsam cd-d6ulah, now deceased (all which offices had been 
in Rai shitab rdy's possession) and it was an account of his 
management ig these oflices that was required of him with so 
much rigour, and so much chicanery Luckily for him that bis 
attaebment to the Engltsh, and the services he had rendered to 
that nation in the battle against Qbaden bassen^qban bad made 
such an impression on their gratitude, that they resolved at any 
rate to have him out of the Navvab s hand They interposed 
therefore so effectually that it ivas agreed on both sides, that 
his affair should bo examined and judged by the Conncil of 
Calcutta The Navvab, who reckoned on the Governor’s sap 
port consented and Shitab riy, who trusted to the vigour of his 
friend^ went down with Major Carnac and some others As 
nothing could be proved against him and he was greatly esteem 
ed by the English the Governor and Council contented them 
selves with ordenng that be should quit the Nawab's dominions 
Shitab rdy w'anted no better, and ho returned up to Asim->abad, 
in company with Mr Dhsand Mr Lusbington two persons who 
had been appointed Chief and second of the factory in thataty 
Mr Lusbington in particular who bad a high regard for Shitab- 
rdy taking a «hole battalion of Talingas with him, escorted 
him by the way of Chapra, and Saarun, until he saw him across 
tile nver SordjS which also goes by the names of Drva and 
Gagra, and forms the boundary between the provinces of Anm 
abad and that of A8d Mr Lusbington after having seen him 
safe in Shadja-ed-d5ulah s dominions, parted with bim, and re 
turned to Aiim-abad 

The Navvab, by such means as these and such confiscations 
as well as by the order and regularity he mtroduced in every 
branch of the admmiatrabon and especially m the finances 
came to be possessed of an immense hoard of ready money 
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But there remained a relation of Ram-narain’b, and it was 
Mansaram, who was actually collecting the revenues of the 
country of TirSt, on the order side of the Ganga, Mir- 
mehdi-qhan, who was a near relation of the Navvab’s, having 
been appointed Fodjdar of that district, Mansaram, who was 
equally brave and thoughtless, put himself upon his defence, 
was killed in an engagement^ and by his death put an end to the 
dispute Mir-cassem-qhan, after having introduced order in--^ 
his finances, and subordination in his dominions, turned his 
views towards providing for his defence. He w.is amassing and 
manufacturing as many guns and flint-muskets as he could, with 
every necessary for war (222) Gurghin-qhan, the Armenian, 
was the man proposed to that particular branch , he was the 
principal General of his troops, and the trusty confidant of his 
heart , nay, the Navvab seemed to have sold himself to him 
totall} But he had also several other Generals besides, whether 
Hindostanies or foreigners, everyone of whom he had appointed 
to some particular branch The most illustrious and most 
considerable amongst the latter was, Mahmed-taky-qhan, the 
Fabrizian, of Coozza-calan, (223) whom he had appointed Fodj- Mir 
dar of Birbohom, with orders to raise men, but to discipline only 
such as might prove able-bodied and serviceable The man 
attached himself so heartily to his task, that he attracted a general 
admiration He raised a body still more numerous and bettei 
composed than he had been directed . and he applied himself so 
assiduously in arming, and exercising them in mock-engagements 
and in daily manoeuvres, that he approved himself superior 
to those of his rank , it being acknowledged that no one would 
have discharged that office with so much abilities as he did 

(232) The European reader may possibly hear with surprise, that those fire- 
locks manufactured at Mongher, proved better than the best Tower-proofs, sent to 
India for the Company’s use , and such was the opinion which the English officers 
gave then, when they made the comparison by order of the Council of Calcutta. 

Their flints were all Radjemahl agates, and their metal more mellow And even 
to-day, 1786, Colonel Martin, a Frenchman, who has greatly distinguished himself 
these twenty-two years in the English service, has, at Lucnow, a manufactory, where 
he makes pistols and fuzils better, both as to lock and barrel, than the best arms 
that come from Europe The comparison had been repeatedly made , and Sir Elijah 
Impey, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, earned to Europe one pair 
of those pistols 

(223) Tabnz IS the second city of Persia, and Coo/za-calan lb a town in ifs 
territory 


This officer hid the qualUie4 of a Commander iti Chief, and did 
nclily deserve that hiKh employment much better at least than 
inch a cloth seller by tho yard as was Gorghin-qban Had ha 
commanded in the day of battle, as did Gurghln qbaa,(334) he 
would have preserved Ms honour and character, nor bad the 
engagement ended as it did Although he had but a small force, 
and his measures wero thwarted by the jealousy of Stfyd mahmed 
'^hao, tho Deputy Goicrnor of MSrshSd^bad, and by the refrac 
lory beliaviour of several Commanders such as Shch hiibet oUah 
Aalcni qban, and Djaafer qhan, all of whom were enjoined to 
obey his commands In tho first battle against the English and 
all of whom dlsobc)ed bis orders, Hii conduct and name have 
been inscribed on the leaves of the historical page As for 
Gurgbin^^han his elevation seemed to have taken place, on pur 
pose to demolish and to oierthrow Mir-cassem qhan s power and 
grandeur But this observation escaped his master or if it did 
not, he was purblinded by his desun> as v\c shall shew m the 
subsequent part of this history 

If Mir cassem qhan w*as assiduously busy in providing the 
necessaries for ivar, he was no less attentive lo whatever could 
contribute to Introduce regulanty in the state, and subordination 
anch punctuality amongst the Zemindars The prmcipal amongU 
them therefore, were ordered to attend at Court This order 
gave umbrage to Cam-car-qhan who feared lo be called to an 
account for (us attachment to Uie Emperor as well as for the 
arrears due by his Zemindary to the treasury of the province 
and he retired with his troops Into the mountains of the Eamgur 
But Buniad sing, and Fateh sing who trusted to the ment of 

(axf) Tbt sulbor wbo erw j rw LCT * af Ujtft tlial Gcoersl did oot 

know or did oot mind, tbat he wsa aa maefa ■ mts of gtnfoa, u Uaha>ed4ah7>qhao, 
bol with more koowledfe- It ww he who trained and tUadpHaed the NaTTaVs 
caralrj infantry and artfllery lo th« Bogliah maoner and If half traJoed, u wve 
those troops, a sfmpU detachment of tham foaght, and defeated the troops of Major 
Castslrs, which wart fall as oumeroos as those that won tha battle of Palassj What 
woijd he not have done, had be had ardala/ of two >eara more, to train them 
thorougfab t It b probable that he would hare rained the English lo time foe be 
was taking erery n>«ame which could reader the Narrab independaot But so 
fu vas be from fwedpitatlng hb master Into a war with the English, that wbea- 
ever he ww hhn ImpaBented at the hangfatlneM and pride of these strangers, ha 
asedtoaayi ** Bnr aAd/frWmr jwmt* lut ytt jUdgtd, tk*t angtf tiQ 

Urn* mkm kstt/tatkfn t» jfvr •ini’ 
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having forborne to join the Emperor, and of having always lived 
* in the Courts of the preceding Governors, readily obeyed the 
summonses, and were put under confinement So mild a treat- 
ment could not be expected by Pahluvan-sing, and the other 
Zemindars of the Sercar, or province of Shah-abad, who all go 
by the name of BodjpSnahs Those men, fearful of being taken 
to task for their attachment to Ram-narain, and called to an 
account for their robberies and violences of all kinds, did not 
obey the order, but put themselves upon their defence The 
Navvab, who had determined with himself to demolish all the 
ancient men of consequence in these provinces, but, rrhove all, to 
extirpate the Zemindars that should prove refractory , and who 
intended to ruin all their castles and strongholds, sent first of 
all his own nephew, Aaly-qhan, to take possession of Cam-car- 
qhan's country. He afterwards associated to him Assed-ollah- 
qhan, son to Mir-hossein-qhan, a man little scrupulous in shedding 
blood , aftei which dispositions, he determined to depart himself 
for Saharserani and the districts of Shahabad 

It was just in these conjunctures I arrived at Azim-abad from 
^ my journey to Calcutta, and I visited the Navvab in Doctor Fullar- 
ton’s company, a man who was a great friend of mine, as well 
as in high favour with tliat Prince He received me with distinc- 
tion, and spoke with the utmost kindness , but as I had tarded very 
much in my voyage, he seemed really to be somewhat displeased, 
and he expressed his discontent in some complaints. I brought 
several excuses forward, which he seemed to accept, but being 
never without some suspicion or other in his mind, I perceived 
that he was not really satisfied, and that there lurked in his heart 
some particle of discontent It was about this time, likewise, 
that my father resolved, on his side, to pay a visit to the new 
Navvab. He had observed that his estate, which although mostly 
acquired by purchase, is deemed a Djaghir, was seated in the 
Navvab’s dominions, and, of course, at the Navvab’s mercy, and 
as he was resolved to live henceforward upon that estate, and to 
avoid the troubles of the busy world, it became incumbent upon 
him to be upon some terms with one in whose dominions he was to 
spend his days. He therefore expressed his desire to Mirza(225) 


(225) The word Mirza , which signifies, high-born, always expresses, both in 
Persia and in India, a gentleman that can read and 'vorite, a qualification very 
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Shcms eddin, an intimate friend of ht^, and a favourite of the Nav 
\ab's Mir*ca 55 cm qhan, who remembered how infenor to 
father he bad been, oad )et was conscious of that superionty ol 
rank and dignity, so undcnbblo m his visitor, to which he would be 
obliged by the rules of decency to pay an adequate regard, declined 
the interview under some pretence , and when at last he consent 
V 4 ed, It was on such conditions as strongly evinced the diilerence he 
conceived betwron a reigning Navvab, and a disgraced Prime 
Minister My father on the other side, on heanng of the high 
pretensions of Mir-^cassem qhan's, was disgusted, and be repented 
of his having come so far as Asim abaci Luckily that I was my 
self in that city As soon as i heard of this misunderstanding, I 
went to m) father and prevailed upon him not to stand upon 
the etiquette, but to pnt up with the pride and pretensions of 
Mir-cassem qhan s as a necessity to which the times strongly 
pointed The representation had its effect and he submitted to 
them But when the interview came to Lake place, it happened 
« that the Navvab hlmseif overawed the aged appearance of bis 
noble visitor and by a sudden recollection of his former greatness 
at once receded from his own pretensions, allhoogh they bad been 
^ submitted to and getting up from his Mesned of State, he 

advanced some steps embraced bim as an equal, made him sit 
close to himself on that same Mesned and took care to express 
Mli>c*MTO himself 111 such respectful terms as might pour a stream of 
•otWs t** gladness over the old nobleman s hearts The visit having 
mrat r^*»ct l^ted some time my father got up, and was dismissed with the 
ful msoner utmost honour and dcfer©nc:c- The Navvab granted him his 

request with the best grace, and ever after made it a point to 
shew him the utmost regard and respecL 

WhiUt I was rejoicing at this pleasing prospect I was^ 
suddenly called up by my ill fortune 1 was one day sitting m 
Mir abdollah 8 house when a cbopdar or mace bearer, cam e 
from the Navvab, commanding my attendance I hastened 
thither, and was conducted to an inner apartment, where the 
prince was sitting alone “/ said he, ‘ semetking from 

•carc« amoof tii« Utusalmeo ahhouf b ao comm 00 amoafft Gmitoos Tblj word 
tlfoIGu DO iDora wheo pot be&Ho tbo mpm bot when afw It alwaji ilgalAM tbo 
KoTil Princ* focb ■ ooo. Heoce blir »h«wn« cddln dfolGn ooJjr Mr Sl^mi' 
•ddia, bot S*'"™ eddin miru would slgiiif)r tba Prioco Sh«mj-«ddia. 
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yoil'^ “What can it be,” answered I, “that should be m my 
power to give to your Highness ? Whatever be in Bagdad, is 
always at the Qhaliff's command ”(226) Let us have^ said the 
Navvab, your Djaghiry estate at Monghyr, that / 7 nay confer 
it, together with that fortress^ on Gurghin-qhan^ who is to go 
thither^ in order to put it in a state of repair. Your lands 
are close to the fossi , and it is ten to one, hut that your agent 
'zoill be daily laying complaints against his agent, as the latter 
will not fail to do against the formei . Now, I wish to be rid 
of all that beforehand I will give you, in exchange, a better 
estate than that I answered, “ That he might, do what he 
“ thought best for his affairs , that I wanted only a subsistence, 
“ which he might easily afford , and that, if it should be his 
“ pleasure to give, and my good fortune to receive, some other 
‘ lands in exchange, it would be necessary to write to Radja 
“ Radj-b 811 ub, who, since Ram-narain’s confinement, was Deputy 
“ Governor of Azim-abad.” The Navvab promised it, but yet 
put me off with some vague promises, and in a few days he 
departed for Saharseram and Bodjep8r , nor did the exchange 
take place So that I became extremely embarrassed for a 
subsistence , and as I was deeply in debt, and utterly destitute 
of camp equipage, I could not make the campaign with him. 
Doctor Fullarton, and some other friends, supplicated him for 
what was due to me upon my pay, but he only answered by a 
very well, and never thought of it any more Fain I was to 
remain at Azim-abad, whilst he departed for Saharseram 

He was at the head of an army as numerous as the multi- 
tude at the Day of Judgment ,(227) but as Pahluvan-sing, with 
the other Zemindars of the country of Shah-abad, did not dare 
to stand their ground, they crossed the Ganga and fled to Ghazi- 
• poor, where they built themselves habitations in the dominions 
of Shudjah-ed-doulah, and m the territory of Radja Balvant- 
sing, Zemindar of Banares. Their lands were taken possession 

(226) The Arabian Emperors, successors of Mohammed, had made for several 
hundred years together, their residence at Bagdad, and were called Qhaliffs, or 
successors 

(227) That expression signifies only numerous , for at no time did the Navvab 
have more than sixteen thousand cavalry, and twenty-five thousand infantry , one- 
half of which were accoutred and trained in the English manner , that is, as much 
so as Indians can be, when not under the eye and guidance of English officers, 
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of b) the Nawib, who placed hia own collectors in each Zemm 
dary, and supported them b) stronj, bodies of troops whilst 
he remained, himself, all the uliilo, at his head quarters of Sahar 
scr«m, as if to j,ivl full scope to the anxieties of his mind Ills 
temper, naturally suspicious, rendered him anxious about diving 
Into the secrets of fanulics, and especially in those of great men 
^nd on th it account he >pent great sums in procuring Intelligence 
taking care to gut nuch authorit) to Radji “^Sek Iaal,{228) his 
head sp} wlio b) the means of the numbers he retained in his 
pa) furnislitd him with minute intelligence concerning every 
man in hia ^Lrvicc high or low and especially about whatever 
concLmcd the Zemindars not omllUng even the inhabitants of 
the cities But the greatest evils arose from the intelligence 
convcjcdb) NannS mull the sp> who having already made his 
apprenticeship m Qhadum hassen qhan s service at PSraniah as 
professed delator to the mm of an infinit) of persons liad now 
attached htm'rif to Gurghin qhan and being a man of a malig 
nant disjiositlon he continued the same trade wath the Navvab 
Unfortunatol) ihi man who liad enmities and feuds of his own 
spread desolation m an Intinity of families for Gurghin qhan 
li‘'tcned to NannS whiRl the Navvab listened to Gurghin qhan 
What is more* uiortif) ing tliat the wretched man was ex 
ccidinglv rt'V«,Dg<tul and wh^n once lie had conceived senti 
menld of haired against anyone the) would ^lnk a deep root in his 
diabolical heari never to be eitirp ited hereafter nor was sneh 
a disposiuon much dissimilar to tliat of bis master and here is 
a proof of It Kellv-aaly qhan and Holder aaly qhan sons to Ala 
c8li qhan Fodjdarof Bagalporc were found fault with for having 
been in the engagement against the Radja of Gohrcc p8r where 
Mir-abul hassen qhan who was son to T8rab-aaly qhan the 
Nav'\*ab’a maternal uncle, had chanced to be slam Another 
reason of re entraent against them was, their having made a 
visit to Genera] Coote, on bis journey to Aiim abad on the score 
of their having already commenced an acquaintance with that 
officer when he first passed by BagalpSr, m his pursuit of 
MSsher Lass This interview had made a very heavy impression 

(aaS) The word «p/ ospHea oothlag diihoaoondile In lodU and tie eWe/ of 
tbfisa people !> aivaja a roan of importance nearly a Minster of the ForoigB 
Departmant 
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on the Navvab s mind , and he sent orders to (\.adj i Radj-b8118b, 
his Deputy Governoi of Aijnn-abad, to put tliem both under 
confinement He had now inured himself to the suffennsfs of 
defenceless people, and was grown bold by the murder of Sitaram 
and Sheh-saad-ollah, and by the forbearance of the English , foi 
those two unfortunate men, together with then father, remained 
in all the miseries of confinement, so long as his dominion lasted^_^ 
What looks strange is, that the satellites, sent by Radja Radj- 
b8ll8b, to fetch those ill-fated brothers, having met me by chance 
on the road, surrounded by my customary retinue, they mistook 
me for their prey, and desired me to follow them , .and although 
I expostulated stiongly, they answered nothing to the purpose, 
and I was fain to go hethersoever they thought proper to lead. 
'Ihey carried me to Radja Radj-b8118b This Governor, on 
hearing my name and family, was confounded, he professed 
much concern, made an apology, and dismissed me I returned 
thanks to God, and went home But how shall I express that 
variety of painful sensations, to which I became a prey, in that 
single hour ? Way God Almighty never permit anyone of His 
\ creatures to become an object of inquiry to tyrants, accustomed 

to frighten mankind , or if any unfortunate people should become 
such objects of persecution, may His goodness please to send 
them a quick delivery from the intricacies of the net of suspicion ! 
Amen, O ! Almighty God 

So suspicious a government soon interrupted all social in- 
tercourse , and people, accustomed to a certain set of actions, 
and acquaintances and visits, now found themselves under the 
necessity of abandoning them at once, and of living at home 

altogether It was some months before this confinement, that Mi 
o ' ob] 

the Navvab had taken to task Radja Sitaram himself, a Minister sus 
who transacted a gieat deal of important business This man, 
mistaking so far his master’s temper, as to think him as neglect- mti 
ful and conniving as the former Viceroys, forgot himself entirely, 
and, in imitation of all the penmen, and of all the heads of ofiice, 
who used to exact exorbitant fees, and to carve for themselves, 
he put suitors under heavy contributions, and made it a practice, 

I in every business that passed through his hands, to exact money 

t at his pleasure, and to transform equity into injustice, and injus- 

j tice into justice. Another person of consequence fell under the 

f 
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Nivvabs dbpicuurei It was Shch saad ollah, a Commander, 
who, under Ram naritn's administration, had often been sent 
amongst the reaticsi Zemindars of the districts of Shah abad 
where he had acquired much local know lodge of the country 
uas concerned in most oT its branches of roenne, commanded 
actuall) in some districts, and kept up a deal of correspondence 
.^^ith the Zemindars, now residing at GhazipSr This man mak 
mg no difFerence between the past and present times, continued 
his correspondence with thorn, and to all appearance, made use 
of some expressions tint gave offence to the Navvab a^ Pnnee 
who was minutely Informed of everything of consequence that 
happened in his ser\Icc for he had actually in his pay two or 
three head spies everyone of whom had been, In times of yore^ 
a man of importance in the household of some mighty Minister 
or mighty Sovereign of Hindostan, where he bad the authority 
to inform and to advise Everyone of these was now at the 
head of several hundreds of spies whose bosiness was to pry 
mto the secrets of every family, and into the actions of every 
man whether in the Nawab s service or not These men being 
accustomed to accusations, and trusting to the facility of a denial 
always in iheir power, and to a lie always at their command, were 
stopped by no scruples at all and they made no distinction of 
either times or persons But these men were accused in theif 
turn rhey were arrested, and pot to a severe scrutiny and 
being found guilty they were punished as well as others Indeed, 

I never could 6nd the particular guilt of anyone of them 
whenever I come to be infornied of it I shall mention it m the 
subsequent pages But I bold it from the month of several 
persons worthy of credit, that not one of those five persons had 
committed any such enme as might have deserved death they 
even added that everyone of them bad fallen a victim to con 
jecture and suspiaon Sbeb saad-ollah in particular, was found 
fault with for bis aUacbment to Mir djaofer qhan, and for bis 
holding correspondence with the fugitive Zemmdars. Sitaram 
likewise had written some letters to a Zemindar, in one of which 
be gave him information of the day in which the Navvab would 
set out, and it was concluded that the advice was given with 
intent to put him upon his guard , nay the very correspond 
log with the fugitive Zemmdars was reputed a crime, nor was 



M U T A Q H E R I N 


4^9 


the guilt of the three head harcaras, or spies, of any other nature 
They were then put to death upon bare suspicion , their guilt 
did not amount to more Five executions of that importance, 
spread far and near such a dread of the Navvab’s resentment 
and exactitude, and it took so, much [wssession of all hearts, 
that there was no man in his Court, however considerable, who 
durst speak a w'rong word, or who, whether near or far, could 
sleep in his bed easy and in peace of mind. It must be observed^ 
that in the treat} concluded between the Navvab and the English, 
it had been stipulated that he should have an absolute authority 
over all his servants, Indians or others, without being liable to 
any question on that subject Nevertheless, as capital punish- 
ments are actions of such a mighty nature, letters came from the 
Council, asking the reason of those persons being put to death, 
and requesting an answer The Navvab, to prepare his answer, 
sent to Doctor Fullarton, and to two or three English friends of 
his, some letters of Slieh-saad-ollah’s, and of the others, which 
had been laid hold of by him, as a ground for their being put to 
death , and he requested their being translated into English 
As the Doctor w^as as much attached to me, as I was to him, he 
put those letters into my hands, for my opinion On casting my 
eyes upon one of them, I found that there were erasures, and 
corrections, although done with a deal of art, and on that account 
I concluded that, possibly, the writer's death had some other 
secret cause I conjectured that letters might have been written 
after the death of those men, and sealed with their seals, con- 
taining whatever their enemies had been pleased to insert 
Some of these erasures and (229) corrections I shewed to Doctor 
Fullarton , but I cannot say whether the letters themselves were 
forw^arded to the Council or not, nor in what manner the Navvab 
excused his putting those men to death , nor in what light those 
excuses were received 

Mir-cassem-qhan, being now rid of this affair, undertook to 
visit the fortress of Rhotas (230) He sent notice of Ins design to 

(229) They never «jgn in India , at least, this is the case with the Mahometans , 
and as the date and place of the writer are never marked but upon the outside of 
the cover, where also they set the seal, which is nothing but the man’s name, stamped 
with printer’s ink, one may judge from thepce how difficult it would be to authenti- 
cate any such letter in an European tribunal 

(230) Rhotas IS a fortress upon a rock, three leagues in circumference. It is 
lofty and craggy, and coiltains lakes, woods, pasture, meadow, arable, and woodland 
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NciS'ir aal) qli m, tho Govomor, whom he hid pheed himsclh as 
well as to biho mul, whom he had appointed to be his Deputy, 
and, 05 my fatlicr was then at Saliarscram, upon a visit to the 
Nawab the latter took the old nobleman with him m his survc> 
of that famous fortress 'IIo had also m liis retinue Seyd aaly 
qhan my joun^cr brother, whom ho had taken in his scnlcc, on 
Macguire 3 recommendation, whilst I was in Calcutta, and 
'^e now ga\e service likewise, to niy )ouDgcst brother, Ghalib 
aal) (jhan, on fathers rccommendalion Nak) aaly qban, my 
third brother who was ) 0 uQger llion me by some jears, bat 
older than thq two others, had been several times desired by the 
Navv'ab to take service with him but he had constantly declined 
It, contenting himself with enjoying the small share allotted him 
in the family estate File Navvab ifter having amused himself 
with viewing the fortress returned to Saliarscram where be dis 
missed my father to bis estate and be put under confinement 
Saho mul, the Deputy Governor of Rhotas, as vvcll as Naky the 
Imperial Colonel, who was for a long time in gamsoo there 
Mir^cassem qhan, having in this manner arranged the affairs of 
the province of Shah abad appointed Mir mebdi qhan a nephew 
of Assedoo]iab*qhan $ to command in the districts of Sabar 
scram and Chdin p8r, comprising under bis management the 
several Zemindanes in Seress, and Cotombab, from whence their 
owner, Besben sing had fled to Banares But to insure the 
repose ol the country be ordered Shch mahraed-aebar qban the 
Loicnovian, a Commander of character, to attend the new gov 
emor, recomraendmg to him to keep a watchful e)e on the 
machinations of the fugitive Zemindars and especially on Pah 
lavan sing, a man that might endanger the tranquillity of the 
whole country Sororo an European (ajO stationed at 
Baesar with three or four regiments of discipUned Tallngas and 
some pieces of cannon , but Mir rosben aaly qban, the Paymaster, 
bad his station at BohodjpSr, mth bis whole brigade of horse 

but tb« ur U tb«fo »o bad, os It ii in all thoM Idnd of fortraa^ >o commao ail orer 
lodia, avQD tba ganUooi of natlvea require to bo chaa^od trnj fourth month 
(331) Somro who as the chief maa of the couatiy had a ri£ht aj lathe 
nUcin all orcr India, to a portloD of the boodea made bf thoae famooj baixUttl of 
the BodipSf cawntry Inrited them all to aa eutertalmDent before the fort of Baciar 
lad aa they all came whlbt be wa* exerdaing a regiment of Tallogai, or aipahees 
ho at ODca made them load with ball aad falling at oqco with fixed bayooifa opon 
thoia ndacreanta, be put them all to death, to the oamber of aa bondred. 
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and foot After these dispositions, he took a circuitous* yiew of 
the country of Mug, which contains the districts of Seress, Co- 
toombah, Arval, Ticary, Bahar, and Paluch, with some other 
parts, and then marched to Mongliyr But before setting out 
for the latter town, he sent for Radja Racij-bSlISb, Deputy Gov- 
ernor of Azim-abad, and put him under a safe confinement in 
his camp , after w^hich, trusty persons were sent to coiifiscate^^^^ 
his property at Djehanghir-nugur-dacca In his stead, Radja 
Nobet-r4y was invested with the qhyllat of Azim-abad, and sent 
to take care of that province and city As soon as he had dis- 
patched the new Governor’s instructions, he set out* himself on 
the fifteenth of Zilhedj, in the year 1175 of the Hegira, and A D 
made his entry in the citadel with the utmost pomp and magni- 
ficence , after which he ordered the walls and fortifications to be 
put in the best repair, with some improvements. As to the build- 
ings, he not only ordered the old ones to be put in a complete 
repair, but he directed additional ones to be erected, in which 
he took up his abode, living with such state and authority, and 
shewing such a firmness of command, as struck everyone with 
awe and admirition But all this, however, did not conduce to 
his domestic happiness , he found himself stinted in his enjoy- 
ments As since his accession to power, he had procured a 
number of fine young women, he could not help being grievous- 
ly vexed at finding a great alteration in his virile powers These 
were in a little time so much impaired, as to become an object 
of surprise to himself , so that he sought everywhere a remedy 
to that heavy misfortune, as he called it The most renowned 
physicians held consultations together, and prescribed a variety 
of remedies, but all to no purpose , when one day some un- 
known man put into his hand a receipt of such amazing efficacy, 
that it seemed to have recalled in him all the powers of the most 
fervent youth The Navvab having found a singular benefit 
from the receipt, proposed it to some of his favourites, who like- 
wise found their youthful vigour recalled and recruited, a cir- 
cumstance of which I have heard some of them talk with w'on- 
der and transport After this little anecdote, let us revert to 
our narrative 

Mir-cassem-qhan, having given the necessary orders for the 
citadel of Azim-abad, repaired to Monghyr, which town he made 
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tbe centre of ail b^incss, and the capital of hu dominion^ 
There he applied hlmiclf closely to the affairs of Government, 
for mo t of which ho had a particular turn of mind and a« a 
regard to truth is so great a requisite in an historian and im- 
partiality u so valuable a quality in those that record the events 
of the age, and enumerate the actions and words of men of 
'^s^^mlnence wc, in compliance with the uell known verse — 

Yoa luTeprvU/ madt descsaltd on bad qoantiesi tell os now of bis 
^ood ocei ** 

I shall proceed now to set down, vdth the pen of truth, 
whate\er else ne know by ourselves, or have heard from others 
on this very eminent character and Indeed, it must be, 
acknowledged, that aithongh the perpetual treasons, and endless 
dopliaties, which he had been seeing throughout so many 
preceding administrations, had soared his temper and tbe per 
petual iofidelites of the troops, as well as of the Commanders 
and Grandees of Bengal had rendered him exceedbgly suspiciou^t 
and ever prone to conBscalion of properties, confinement of 
persons and effusion of blood nevertheless, it was ackpowleged 
on all^hands that he had admirable qualiffcations that balanced 
his bad ones. In unravelliog the intricacies of affairs of Govern 
meat, and especially tbe knotty mystenes of finance, in ezamid 
mg and determining private differences , in establishing regular 
payments for his troops, and for bU bonsehold in honounng 
and rewsrdmg men of ment, and men of leammg in conduct 
ing his expenditure exactly between the extremities of par 
simony and prodigality , and m knowing mtmtively where he 
Qrtst iWl must spend freely and where with moderation— in all these 
Uks of Mir- qualifications — he was an Incomparable man indeed and the most 
extraordinary Pnnee of his age In imitation of the ancient 
Sovereigns of this country be used to sit In a public ball of 
audience tWo days m the week, where he examined by himself 
the pretensions of suitors and unravelled their respective sub- 
terfuges and although be did not pronounce sentence, but after 
having asked the opmions of tbe persona preposed to matters 
of justice and law yet it was always upon his own judgment* 
He ordered the plaintiff and the defendant to come close to bun 
listened to their allegations with attention, and sometimes con 
firmed the sentence of the Judges nor was any man daring 
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enough in his Court, to touch a bribe, or to speak in behalf of 
an unjust pretension, or to sink any man’s right or due, or to 
throw any doubt upon it The poor, defenceless landholders, 
who in the administration of a Djanki-ram, and a Ramnarain, 
had been dispossessed of their villages and hereditary estates, 
by the rapacious violence of short-sighted Zemindars, found now 


that the day of redress was come for them 
vouchers, were admitted to a probation , and 


Those that had 
those that had not^ 


were admitted to an affidavit, from the most ancient inhabitants 


of the spot, corroborated by the attestations of the Cazy and 
Mufty of that district After their right had been, ascertained, 
they received their dismission with suitable orders to the re- 
spective Zemindars and men in power; and mace-bearers were 
sent with them to see the oppressed reinstated in their estates, 
and the defenceless righted in their grievances He was equally 
attentive to objects of a more public nature. The numerous 
ornaments, in gold and silver, that had once adorned Seradj-ed- 
doulah’s Imam-bara, (232) and had been heretofore melted into 
coin, to the amount of several lacs, were now taken notice of , 


and the whole sum, with a great deal more besides, ^was, by 
his order, repaid to the S6yds, (233) to the necessitous and the 
needy In these charitable distributions, he always made use of 
the channel of His Highness Sheh-mahmed-aaly-hazin, chiefly , 
and occasionally of Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, and Sheh-mahmed- 
hassen, and Zair-hass6in-qhan, and of some other pious persons 
of that note, all men renowned for their knowledge and exemplary 
life The original of the poesies of His Highness Sheh-mahmed- 


^233) The Iviam-bara^ or Pontiff's close, as those words import, is a square 
building two stories high, built by Seradj-ed-doula, for the purpose of celebrating 
the rites of the Muharrem in commemoration of the death of Hoss^in, grand son 
to the Prophet, who was slain at Kerbelah , that building is then finely illuminated 
with coloured fires placed behind glasses, and behind frames of coloured talk All 
M 8 rsh 8 d-abad is in an uproar in those ten days , nor is there keeping even women 
at home But there are several Imam»baras, and numbers of houses are occasion- 
ally turned to that use Hoss 6 in’s death is there represented with theatrical action 
round a grand catafalco 

(233) The Shyah Mussulmen hold that the fifth of their revenue is due to the 
S^yds,^ or descendants of the Prophet , and this contribution is therefore called 
Qhoms But all the other Mussulmen, (and these constitute the five-sixth of the 
whole) that is, all the Sunnies, believe only that a tenth of one’s revenue is due to 
the necessitous , and this charity is called Zecaat, 
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aaly hazui had been purchased at a high price bj the former 
adluinbtratiun, bat not paid, and, on being informed of it, he 
ordered the payment to be made from his on n treasury, 

assigning to that iHuslnous man at the same time, a pension that 
administered to all his wants, for he reckoned it amongst the 
felicities of his administration, to have chanced to pay for that 
ccious collection Ills regard for the author was no less con 
>.ptcuous Whenever tlial illustMoos man came to see him there 
was alvva)s a Mesned spread for him close to his owm and he 
Used to get np and to advance some steps, and to bow to him 
with the utinOst respect and modest> He listened with at 
tcntion to whatever be had to sa>, and thought it an honour to 
approve himself obedient to bU commands, being proud of 
granting hts demands with the best grace imaginable Ho paid 
Iikcwi^ a high regard to the virtuous men mentioned above, 
putting his ambition in keeping, them satisfied to the utmost of 
their wishes As to the payment of his troops, he was so exact, 
and so regular, that I do not recollect to have heard a single 
complaint on that head. The truth Is, that his exactitude and 
keenness were so dreaded that no one dared to impose a false 
muster upon him or to withhold any one soldier's dne 

As to m)self if I did not make a fortune under his admmi 
stration, it must be attributed either to m) bad conduct or to my 
bad luck -Kfter having already spent a long time m Axim-abad 
in great distress and difficulties, I was once apostrophised b) 
Doctor Fullarton in these words ' My Lord Qban why do 
not you go to Moogfayr to try your fortune ?' Because 
said I 1 am not satisfied with Mlr^cassem-qban s sincent^ 
And should he please to injure you here,” replied be who 
‘ can protect you ? Better for you then to go at once to him 
‘ Possibly, on seeing you, ho shall give you some emplojmcnt. 

" As for us, Mr Ellis has informed you, that we dare not meddle 
m aoytlung, or protect anyone, especially such a one as yon, 

“ who are reputed the Navvab s servant, and whose case, on that 
“ account, admits not of your being protected openly These 
few words struck me Finding that what the Doctor said was 
founded on truth I set out for Monghyr, and paid a visit to the 
Navvab This Pnnee received me not only with kmdness snd 
distinction, but he spoke to me with as much farailianty as if I 
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had been one of his intimates or favourites At the second visit, 
he seemed not so inuch as to know anything of me I was so 
confounded at his coldness, and so nettled at this reception, 
that I pronounced for my protection the fine words , (234) and 
for a month together, I recited that prayer, which begins with 
these words, and has been put in verse by Sheh-mahmed-aaly- 
hazin (whom God may place amongst the highest of his elect *) 

My reading ended about the third of the month Zilhidje, tlw'^ 
forbidden (335) The intent was, that God Almighty should be 
pleased to protect me from the Navvab’s ill-will, and to procure 
me some benefit trom his power And a strange and admirable 
effect did the prayer produce ' I w'as in the nightly* assembly on 
the first day of Muharrem , the Navvab, of his own motion, 
called me, made me sit close to himself, spoke a great deal to 
me, and continued keeping up the conversation, until the as- 
sembly broke up late at night The second day, being again m 
the assembly, as usual, I took care to choose my seat at a 
great distance from him, sensible, that his demonstrations of 
kindness were not to be trusted, and that his favour itself had 
no stabilty But he soon found me out , and sending for me, 
he made me sit so near his person, that I touched his clothes 
Not satisfied with that, he added these words “ I desire you to 
“ sit down every night close to me in this manner And pray, 

“ why did you not tell me of your circumstances and distress?” 

I answered, that His Sublime Highness knew them very well. 

‘‘ How should I?” replied he. “ I have not the science infuse ” 

/ shall inform your Highness^ answered I He rejoined, 

” when ?” After the ten days of mounting shall be over “ Pray,” 
said he, ” what wordly business is ever at a stand during these 
“ sacred days, that your own should be on that account suspend- 
ed?” I replied, that there was no speaking about one’s private 
affairs in so much company , and that it was not customary to 
address people of his rank on business^ in these days “Is that 
the etiquette?” said he “Then come to-morrow, wuth your 
“ paper, at day-break ” At day-break then I was ready with my 

(334) The fine words are these There js no God, but God , and Mohammed, 
ts His Misstojtary 

(23s) This month being that in which the pilgrimage was performed at Mecca 
(many centuries before Mohammed), was called the forbidden el-haram, because it 
was unlawful m that month to travel, that is, to wage war. 
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paper in m> hand, U uas In general temu On reading It, he 
presented me ^vlth a sum of five thousand rupees, In free gift, 
ordered that all tlic arrears of salary should be paid to the 
last of the present month, commanded that, henceforward, I 
should be paid t\cry month without fall, and desired me to sec 
him every second da} He, at the same time, permitted my middle 
brother, Ghalib aal} qhan to visit him once a week , and m) 
^^angcst brother Sdyd-aaly qhan, once In a fortnight but as 
soon as the }oung man was gone he directed the Superintendent 
of Ids hall of audience to deny him admittance, under some 
plausible pretence or other The reason was, that he had seen 
him \ery familiar with the English and that he suspected, that 
as he was quite )oung, and incapable to make any distinction 
of times, and place he might be prci^ailcd upon to sene them 
as their spy whereas he looked upon me to be a man of 
discretion and experience a man capable of concealing his 
secrets, (should any of them come to my knowledge) and of 
rendering a service upon an emergency else, in other respects 
he did not doubt at all of my being another such a mao as that 
brother of mine Insomuch, that although 1 bad found such an 
opening In his mind, yet to continue long to live upon good 
terms with him was rendered extremely dilBcuJl, by my known 
connections with the English, and by the continual alarms which 
they occasioned m his mind. But, indeed, no man was secure 
In his service. Nu 2 ur«aaiy-qhao son to Gholam ho5s^ln>qhan, 
and Superintendent of the ball of audience to the late Aaly verdyt 
qhan liad been to Ihb day (God knows by what good luck, and 
for wlial intent) continued in the same office as Daroga to Mir 
cassem^qban’s Dlvan-qhana that is, as Introdactor general But 
now, that office was given to another and it proved to be to one 
Sheh^abdoUah who had been lately in Djagat seat s service but 
liad formerly served Zin eddu]>abmed-qhan himself as wTitlng 
master whose business should be to correct the hand of Srfyd 
aaly-qhan my younger brother to whom that Prmcc intended to 
give his daughter in marriage This man was promoted to that 
office at. Gurghin-qhan’s recommendation , and Noiur aaly qhan, 
not only lost his office bnt was sent into confinement, to make 
him refund those suras of money which his father bad amassed 
In his time under former Priacea A few days before this 
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dismission, TSrab-aaly-qhan, maternal uncle to the Navvab, had 
been dismissed from his office of Deputy Governoi of MSrshSd- 
abad , and his post was given to Seyd-mahmed-qhan, a man born 
in Bagdad, and who was a relation to Mir-cassem-qhan, by his 
being a brother to his , grandfather, Imtiaz-qhan. Asker-aaly- 
qhan, son to the forgiven Seif-oliah-qhan, once Viceroy of Tatta, 
was promoted to the command of the Radj-shahi, a rich district ^ 
in the province of Bengal As to T8rab-aaly-qhan, he repaired 
to Monghyr, where he lived in his nephew's court 

It was whilst these changes were taking place at Court, that 
the Navvab was planning an expedition against the.Zemindar of 
Betia, The command of it was given to Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, son 
to Mirza-davar-cSli-beg, who had been for a long time Grand- 
master of Artillery to Aaly-verdy-qhan, and now enjoyed a small 
part of that office under Mir-cassem-qhan He had with him 
several Commanders with their corps, together with some pieces 
of cannon in the English fashion, and some regiments of Talingas, 
disciplined by Gurghin-qhan His orders were to take the 
fortress of that name, and to chastise the Zemindar of that 
country, who had proved unruly It was at this time also, that 
several titles of honour were sent by the Emperor to Mir-cas- 
sem-qhan, on his solicitation , however, although he pretended 
not only to an equality with Shudjah-ed-doulah, but even to a 
superiority over this last, who was a powerful Prince, so as to 
bear the title of Vezir of the Emperor of India, and the sur- 
name of Assef-djah,(236) yet, he could obtain from the throne, 
no more than the titles of Eshref and Aaly, which signify most 
noble and most high, with the grade of seven thousand horse 
All these dignities and titles were received in the beginning of 
the year 1176 , and from henceforward, the title of Navvab Aaly- 
djah becoming the style of the Court, Mir-cassem-qhan ceased 
to be designed by any other appellation 

A little after this inauguration, the world saw with surprise, 
one of those strange events, for which there is no accounting, 
but by supposing a destiny that brings them to pass' infallibly. 
Sheh-abdoJlah, the very man lately promoted to the office of 
Superintendent of the hall of audience, having got into the Nav- 
vab’s private closet, informed him that Mahmed-aaly, with 


(336) He who sitb’in the stead of Assef, Vezir to Suleiman, or Salomon 
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Bcrcktt »aly and Fcr had laly, Ills ncphc^v'< * who were prinap^l 
“ Commanders in the armj anil owed their promotion to Hi* 
" Higlincss, had entered into a secret agreement with Gurgbio 
‘ qhan, which had been conhrnicd by the most tremendous oaths 
‘ on tlic both sides. That as His Highness \cry wcii knew hoi' 
high wus that General s iniluence over the nvil as well as the 
" military, department, he, his devoted servant, had thought it 
^ iDCumbcDt upon bis sea] to give that information, to pat it in 
‘ his power to provide for it properly The Nawab, amazed 
at such a piece of information and unwilling to give it an nn 
piknt belief, w'aited tdl the evening the time when Gtirghin 
qhan used to come and to make his bow and be then Imparted 
the information to him in a low tono of lolce putting several 
questions at the same time Gurgbio qhao who could not dea> 
what he had done, look at once the part of acknowledging the 
cliarge and moreover of boasting of it I have done ail that 
added he m a higher tone of voice ajid we have bound our 
* selves to each other by the most solemn oaths But for what ? 

' For your own preserration, and that of your power , and who 
'ever has poisoned that UansacUon m ) our mind, is an enemy 
" to you and a secret traitor who is endeavounog to undermine 
the power, to wlucb God has raised you. \s the informer 
had beeu a length of time in Djagat seat $ service, that is, of a 
man whose family was strongly suspected of disaffecbon it was 
easily conjectured that he had been only made a tool of and 
that the intent of the information secretly conveyed under the 
mask of zeal, w’os no other than to render Gurghin-qban, and 
the pnnapal Commanders suspected, so as to bring them under 
some disgrace that might occasion a du>afTectioa lUroagbout the 
troops and render the army fit for being worked upon by emis- 
saries, M any rate however Gurghin-qban s favour and mfiu 
ence bad not taken so slight a root as to be affected by the In 
formation and the malevolence of sacb a man as Sbeh abdollafa 
This disturbance seemed to introduce another, which occasioned 
tlie disgrace of a young man of Pendjab who was reputed the 
best archer, and the stoutest man throughout the whole army 
His name was /iaAttK ollah-qhan pint It Is supposed that be had 
got acquainted with one of the pnnapal women in Bengal who 
put it in his pow'cr to purchase a fine horae, for no less a ium 
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than three thousand rupees Not that he was really in love with 
her, for, in fact, he was passionately fond of Shukur-ollah-qhan, 
ahas Aga-baba, son posthumous of Ser-efraz-qhan, a young man 
now under confinement at Djehanghir-nugur, and who, I know not 
for what reason, was extremely suspected by Mir-cassem-qhan, to 
whom he now and then sent petitions, requesting a release from his 
confinement The man’s servant used, together with these peti- 
tions, to bring letters to the Nawab’s principal Ministers Rahim- 
ollah-qhan, meeting the above servant in his way, carried him 
home, and gave him a lodging The Navvab, hearing of these 
matters, ordered the archer to be brought to the pretence , but as 
• this archer lodged with Abdol-ressSl-qhan, a famous officer, 
brother to the illustrious Dost-mahmed-qhan, this summons dis- 
turbed the whole family , and Abdol-ghani-qhan, the eldest son of 
that officer, exhorted his father, as well as his three brothers, to 
undertake Rahim-qhan’s protection He was himself a young 
man in high repute for prowess and sentiments of honour , but 
the family, intimidated by the Navvab’s power, refused to take 
any concern in the affair , so that the other undertook to protect 
his friend alone His father and brothers threw themselves at 
his feet, and represented that, “ such a step would be the cause 
“ of the rum of everyone of them, as well as of their whole 
“ family ” The young man persisted They represented to him, 
that “ the times of Aaly-verdy-qhan were no more , when, upon 
“ shewing tokens of repentance, hopes of pardon were often 
“ at hand, and intercessors always found admittance But that 
“ now times were greatly altered , and that his obstinacy would 
“ ruin his " father and brothers, with all the women and all the 
“ children of the family ” The young man yielded to these last 
representations , so that the men sent from the Navvab, carried 
Rahirh-ollah-qhan away, and confined him in a room in the outer 
apartments , but, the rumour of this confinement being spread 
abroad, the young Abdol-gham took poison and perished Whilst 
the Nawab was intent on this affair, his attention was diverted 
to another object , and this was Chmtamon-dass He was ori- 
ginally a writer of BodjpSr, his native country, and a man 
whom Mir-cassem-qhan had promoted to the superintendence 
of the finances of that district, on account of the ingenuity and 
talents he had discovered in him It was found, by intercepted 
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totter5 under hand, that he wu in correspondence with the 
refractory Zemindars, refuged at Ghaxipoor The man was seiied, 
and brought to the presence It happened to be whilst I was 
m) self making my bow to the Nawab, who ^\a3 sitting in the 
hall of public audience surrounded b) crov^ds of people, to whom 
he W'as distributing justice. After sitting as usual, lialf an hour, 
1 got up, made another bow and went aw'a> but I was hardly 
out of the gale when 1 mace bearer ran after me and brought 
me back to the Nav\ab who requested mo to be seated again 
\s the Na\‘\ab was busy in hearing »uits and pronouncing upon 
differents I \\“L5 not much pleased with my sitting TTic audi 
enco being over the several officers that had attended in their 
stations, were going to retire when the) were ordered to be 
seated again the mace bearers and the ^esadls ( 237 ) who \\ere 
mosti) Moghuls and strangers being ail standing in their places 
The Nawab then ordered the prisoners to be brought In The 
first that appeared wus Rahim ollah-qhan The Naw'ab with a 
severe look and a firm tone of voice, asked him how, after all 
the cautions he had given him and all the iDjancUoDs he had 
Intimated to him ho came to be still guilty of the same fault? 
If )0U have no farther commerce with that woman added he 
whence comes it that )oa can afford to purchase a horse of 
three thousand rupees you that have no more than a hundred 
and fifty rupees per month? The other confounded by the 
suddenness of the question gave a variety of reasons, not worth 
hearing The Nawab more incensed at his prevarications and 
denials, continued Why did )oa take in your lodgings and 
keep there for some time the servant oF Shukur oUah^qhan 
whom you know to bo my enemy and in confinement? The 
other, still more confounded gave some absurd answers and 
descended to supplications and prayers The Nawab listened 
but said not a word A moment after he ordered his nose to 
be cut ofT and himself to be put upon an ass and carried In that 
condition all over the town after which, he was to be banished 
beyond the Keremnassa- Cblntamun-daas came next His 

(*37) diop'dAT*, or cuff besrerc alUioaffa orlfliicJIj a mlliUij ftiard, 
axe oow ool/drU oSceri, wboM badge ua kug, tkkk staff plaited with aHrer 
Tbejoiobara aaaxljr the aam^ bet In general, arm«d| bet ilia Nlnlfb cblas 
arc alwa;[« ccy 
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sentence was to.be made fast to anielepha^ntfs foot, and carried, 
round, until death should ensqe. The man objected that the 
letters were farged “'And yet,” answered the Navvab, “.they 
“ are m your hand- writing, and under your seal , and people that 
“ have no enmity to you, and are unconcerned, and know very well 
“ your hand, have affirmed the same, after a thorough examin- 
“ ation ” The man brought many excuses, but they were reject- 
ed , and he underwent his sentence according to its tenor 
These two sentences being executed, he ordered the three 
brothers, Bereket-aaly, and Mnhmed-aaly, and Ferhad-aaly, to 
be brought, and he spoke to them with a great deal of vehe- 
mence and displeasure “ You had not a, rag on your backs,” 
said he, “ when you first came ‘into my service, and now, by my 
“ bounty, you are riding upon elephants, are called mighty Com- 
“ manders, and have a thousand horse under your orders And, 
“ as to Gurghin-qhan, is it not I that have made him what he is ? 
“ Was he not a seller of cloth by the yard ? With what intent 
“ then did you enter into a treaty with him, and did you seal it 
“ with the most solemn oaths ?” Here the Navvab paused The 
men, having beforehand received their lesson from Gurghin-qhan, 
answered, with a great deal of intrepidity, “ That what His 
“ Highness their master, said, was exactly the truth, and that it 
“ was a fact , but that they, his servants, had not uttered a he , 
“ neither had they swerved from the path of attachment and zeal, 

“ and that if they had, and it could be proved, they had no ob- 
“ jections to any punition that might be inflicted upon them.” 
The Navvab, having repeated his accusation three times, three 
times received the same answer, or to the same purport Sheh- 
abdollah being present, was then ordered to draw near , and the 
Navvab said to him, “ Sheh, it is now your part to bring forward 
“ what proofs you have mentioned to me, against them, that I 
“ may inflict upon them a condign punishment , but should you 
“ fail m bringing forth your proofs, you must expect to be 
“ punished yourself , for you know, that m such a case, it follows 
“ naturally, that you intended to sow dissensions amongst my 
“Commanders, and to disperse my army by my own hands” 
The Sheh, who knew that this whole matter had been talked 
over between the Nawab and Gurghin-qhan, the last night, and 
that the conference had ended in a renewal and confirmation of 

S M VOL 11.-56 
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the ancient promises and stipulations that subsisted between 
those two personages, became sensible that it would be in vain 
now to call on his witnesses, although all of them present, as 
none of them, after such a coalition, would choose to give hU 
evidence Spying tiicrefore the band of fate, which was taking 
an aim at hts existence, and observing what turn the matter bad 
tijLen, ho submitted to hit destiny, and without uttering a word, 
he bowed his head Three timc« did the Nivvab put the same 
question to him and repeat the same observation and three times 
did the man repeat hut bow without so much at moving the lips. 
It w 15 now pa&t noon, and the hetors, the apparitors, and the mace 
bearers ind all the olhcers of the Court of Justice were oil at 
tending, e\eryonc in hit place and I bad nearly lost m) senses, 
being unable to** comprehend wb> 1 had been colled back in 
so awful an awmbly Alas! said I within myself it is be 
cause / am also to be accused of treason I was In deep modi 
tation upon m) own fate when good luck would it, that the Nav 
vab got up and marched towards the women s apartment on 
^eelng which I hastened fonvards and standing at the gate of 
the«5crret apartmenU 1 made a profound bow ' Yon must 
come along with me said the Navvab It was then onl) I con 
eluded that I had been sent for upon tome other matter than trea 
son On getting therefore into the inner closet 1 found that 
thr subject was some bad renown which Mr Macguire bad 
acquired bv selling to the Navvab a quantity of salt a transac 
Uon which had nothing blomabie In itself but which however 
made a strange noise lu the world The Nawab wanted to in 
quire bow that ill renown had gone forth To that end be gave 
me a swift boat of his oivo wntb which 1 executed my commts 
Sion in seven days retoming to Mongbyr witbm the week 
Shch-abdollah in my absence, was sent prisoner to PSraneah 
where on the beginrung of the war with the English, be was put 
to death by Mir^cassem^qban s order 

Whilst the Court of Mongbyr was taken up inth such discus 
sioDs as these, its attenbon was called up to a very extraordinary 
event Mr Vansittart Governor of Calcutta, impelled doubtless 
by the omnipotence of tyrannical destiny conceived the design of 
paying a visit to the Nawab and of viewing Monghyr as well as 
the factones of Aiim-abad and Chaprah He quitted Calcutta, and 
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after having seen in his way Cassimbazar, Moor^hood-abad, and 
Bardvan, with some other places, he arrived at Monghyr It 
was on a Thursday, of the first Djemadi, in the year 1 176 The 
Navvab went as far as the orchard of Goodergatta, which is 
three cosses distant, to meet him , and having received him with 
the utmost honour and regard, he brought him to town, where 
he appointed for his reception and lodgings, the building which 
Gurghin-qhan had raised on the hill of Sihta-cond , {233) thgre 
were besfdes, a magnificent set of lofty tents for his reception, 
ready pitched Gurghin-qhan, attended by all the officers of the 
steward and butler's office, was ordered to provide an entertain- 
ment, and to furnish him with whatever might pVove necessary 
for himself and his retinue. The Navvab, after these dispositions, 
took his leave, and repaired to his own lodgings within the 
castle The next day Vansittart went to visit him As soon as 
he appeared in the yard, the Navvab proceeded as far as the 
outer rails to receive him, from thence he brought him in the 
hall of audience, made him sit upon his own Mesned, and com- 
plimented him with a variety of curious and costly presents, 
suitable to the occasiop, and worthy of the acceptance of a man 
of that high rank and station. Two days after, the Navvab 
returned the visit, and invited him to an entertainment , and, on 
his taking leave, he was in his turn complimented with a variety 

(238) Sihta-coad, or Sita.coon, is the name of a hilJ, or rather of a chain of 
hillocks, that overlook a lake of some miles in circuit, which last cannot be any- 
thing else than the crater of a volcano, extinguished ages ago, but which yet is 
smoking , nor is that hill, as well as the ragged hills that surround that crater, 
anything but lava , nay, the whole country round the lake, to the extent of several 
miles, is covered with lava, and the whole of that extent is inclined to, and verges 
towards, that lake very visibly. Nor does it seem to be anything else but a ground 
that has subsided in former ages, when the rim of the crater came to tumble down 
in the gulf The face of the adjacent country points out to that conjecture , and 
even now, there is an evident remain of a volcano, a small pool of boiling water, 
close to two cold ones , and this water boils only in the rainy season, when the 
subterraneous water coming to rise to the level of a bed of pyrites and alum mixed 
with metals, excites a fermentation, which produces a conflagration, so as to emit 
flames and smoke It appears, also, from tradition, that the citadel itself of 
Monghyr, must have been the mouth, or attenant to the mouth of a volcano, at two 
miles from the other , and this is so far true, that part of the ground, south of the 
fort, subsided in one night, about sixty years ago, full forty feet, and swallowed 
up a Gentoo temple, which Gentoos point out still with respect, as a spot to which 
old men go in pilgrimage, or bathe in the river that flows close to it 



of ridi prcbtnls, of European and Chinese manufactures, which 
Ihe Governor bad brought for the occasion At night, he went 
"to the Nawabs pajace, where he partook of an entertainment, 
looked a Unit at the dancers, and then returned to his quarters 
So tliat for three or four days together, both parties were intent 
on bcndiog curious things to each other The fourth day, in 
compliment, doubtless, to the Governor, the Nawat ordered his 
at lllery, and musquctcers, to go through their exercise in the 
Governor's presence As both the artillery and musqueteers had 
been trained and disaplined after the English manner, that ex 
hibition was not without some grains of ostentation Vansittart, 
therefore, took care to give him some advico upon it, which he 
likewise mixed with some grams of reprimand. “I have seen 
your troops ' said he, with a smile, "and acknowledge that yon 
“ have accoutred and disciplined them very well but these are 
only good against Indians, and people of this climate Beware 
" of ever opposing them to Europeans, or of coming to a mptarc 
with the English, upon a coo&dcnce reposed In your people 
for rest assured, that you shall find yourself disappointed, and 
' that these meo vnll never stand the brant of European soldiers. 
Beware, therefore of trusting your honour to such bands They 
will disappoint )ou assuredly and with the loss of your honour 
‘ you shall make away with the honour of every Hindian nation, 

' and of every Hindostany Prince for if yon come to be defeated, 

‘ with these your choice troops the people in Europe will from 
thence conceive the most contemptible idea of the rest of the 
Hindians and they will come to despise everything that is In 
Hindostan Reckon then that m your fate is involved the fate 
of all Hindostan If you intend to fight us take care to do it 
with money in your hands and arguments'in your mouths this 
“ IS the way to gam a supcrionty Give over then those warlike 
' notions of yours and be faithful to the agreement which I have 
established between the two nations Never suffer anyone 
to infringe it , and manage in soch a manner as that the 
people of these regions may In consequence of youradhercnce 
' to the agreement between us and you, live in peace, enjoy 
‘ their property in, content, and bless your name for ever For 
‘m case this agreement should come to be infringed, and 
* matters should proceed os far as a ruptofc, rest assured that the 
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“ piosperity of an infinity of persons will be involved in your ruin, 
" and that death and desolation shall overspread these countries ” 

Vansittart, after having given this lesion to the Navvab, 
and amused himself during seven days within the environ^ of 
Monghyr, took his leave, and proceeded towards Azim-abad 

“ Listen to a salutary advice, and do not cover yourself 'with pretences , 

" Hear what a kind monitor says, and act accordingly ” 

The Navvab observed to the Governor that, under the name 
of the English, numbers of merchants passed their goods free 
from duty , and that by such a practice, whilst the English them- 
selves reaped but a small 'benefit, his customs suffered a mighty 
loss He added, that to put an end to such pernicious practices, 
it would be proper to submit all the English private traders to the 
country duties, leaving the Company’s own trade as free as ever 
Vansittart answered, that the English having at all times been 
accustomed to a freedom from duties, he could mot make such a 
proposal to them , but that he had 'better wait until he himself 
(Vansittart), should return to Calcutta, where he would endeavour 
to find an expedient for ithat affair, and that as soon as the 
reglement which he had m his mind, and which he reserved for 
his return, should come to pass and be forwarded to Monghyr, 
he might then put it in execution Without explaining himself 
further, the Governor proceeded to Azim-abad But the Navvab, 
confiding in that kind of promise, conceived the hopes of keep- 
ing up his pretensions for duties ; insomuch, that after some 
little time had elapsed, he wrote to his officers everywhere, to 
give them notice of the agreement’he expected, and to put them 
upon their guards , lest, meanwhile, and until the reglement should 
come up, the English private traders might find means to evade 
the custom, and to escape duty-free But how could he expect 
that overbearing custom-officers, and short-sighted toll-men would 
have so much sense and discretion, as to keep such a secret 
locked up in their breasts, and meanwhile, manage wifh so much 
art, as not to lay themselves open 'to accusations by their pre- 
cipitancy and forwardness ? In fact, oppositions and stoppages 
having commenced in many places, the veil was torn, away at 
once in two places , at Azim-abad, where Mr Ellis, Chief of the 
factory, was highly incensed against the Navvab, and zealously 
attached to Mr. Amyatt j.and at Djehanghir-nug^r-dacca, where 
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Mr Batson held a similar office Those two men equally incensed 
and equally impatient of restraint, and both unable to endure 
an) more sent a force, uhleh seized the Navvab’s officers, and 
brqught them prisoners to the English factoncs, with intent to 
have them tried and punished by the Council of Calcutta, and to 
throw the blame of their conduct directly upon the Nawab, and 
indirectly upon VansUtart 

Sometime before these disturbances this Pnnee had crossed 
the Ganga on Gurghin s persuasion, with intention to proceed 
on an expedition against Vepal, which had been planned and 
proposed by^liat General and he preceded the Narvab by some 
da)s. It was just at the time when VansUtart, after a short 
visit to Azlm abad was returning to Calcutta but the Nawab was 
already returned from BeUab when he heard of the bold step 
which the English had taken However, before we proceed fur 
iher on that subject it is fit that we should give some account 
of the result on the Nawab s expedition against Nepal as it is 
there that bis good fortune commenced to decline After that, 
we shall revert to bis disputes \vith the English, and to all the 
consequences which they produced \5 the country of Nepal 
was known to produce gold as well as to be full of nebes 
Gurghin-qhan who had as much ambmon as covetousness in Im 
composition, wished to undertake an expedition thither But 
he had another object in view he wanted also to make a tnal 
of the troops which be had dismphned and of the artillery which 
he bad trained With thb view, he bad long before commenced 
connections with those crowds of Casbminaos and Sanyassees 
and Fakirs, (239) who yearly frequented those parts he had 

(339) The FtkUi ol lodu are oi aJi rdi^unu aad pemasiou bat the 
art all Geotooi and laoreovcr oaktd, and almost alnjs armed. 
Both go lo droves of KuneUmes several tboosands ud approve themselves ver/ 
expert at pluoderfflg asd al marancQjig aader prctencs of beggiog Thej ortmo 
all UlodMtan, nay all Intfia, as tv as the island Cdlaa, which is one of thetr 
pilgrimages to the sooth as P 9 Ulo b another to the north, which b the 
residence of the great 1 They even go as tar as China, and as far as 
Siberia, always ready to beg, trada, phuider or steal by the way as o cc asion serves. 
There b one sort amongst them celled fVoges and AHtr who go always a rme d, and 
abstain from women, hot who are reputed addicted to mnch worse practices 
steeQng boys, and turning them into when grown np. However H cannot 

be that there are SmiyassMi^ as well as PaUrs, that Sve !n towns; as well as 

In the woods, where they undergo penances, that would beggar ail descriptloa 
and are past belief 
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likewise, procured much information from some French priests 
that live at Latsa,(24o) insomuch, that he became a proficient 
in the knowledge of the passes over the mountains, and of the 
entrances into the country. He even attached to his service, 
some of those men whom he found to be endowed with under- 
standing, and capable of serving as guides m his expedition , 
for they had of themselves tendered their services on that hea^, 
and had first inspired him vvith the thoughts of conquering so 
wealthy a country Gurghm-qhan, whose ancestors had never 
been warriors, who was not of a warlike nation, and who 
knew nothing of military affairs, having conceivefl a very easy 
idea of the possibility of conquering that country, inspired his 
master with an inclination for that conquest This was not the 
opinion of Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, and of some other friends of the 
Navvab's, who all objected to the expedition, and proposed that 
at least, if he was bent upon undertaking it, at any rate, he 
should take with him a body of English , and they reasoned in 
this manner . “ That if by making them his companions, he came 
“ to conquer the country with the expected ease, he had earned 
“ his point , and if the expedition should not succeed, then he 
“ would not be liable to any taunt or reproach from them , nor 
“ would he afford them an opportunity of falling out with him 
“ so soon Whereas if he should proceed alone on that expedi- 
“ tion, and it should happen to miscarry, the miscarriage would 
“■ not fail to sink his character with the English, and to become 
“ a subject of affliction to his servants and well-wishers ” This 
advice was certainly rational, and the only good one in those 
conjunctures, but it was not listened to, and Gurghin-qhan’s 
interest and counsels prevailed But, as the fortress of Betiah 
had been taken but freshly, and the country, which is contiguous 
to Nepal, had been but lately brought under controul, the Navvab 
availed himself of the pretence of establishing order in that 
region, to set out on the intended expedition It was the twenty- 
fifth of the second Djemady, in the year 1 176, of the Hedjra. 
He crossed the Ganga, and commenced his march , Gurghm- 
qhan preceding him by one or two stages, at the head of the 
troops and artillery which he had himself trained , and this order 

(240) Latsa IS one of the two capitals of Tebet^ a country called BStant m 
I ndia, and Potya by the natives PStala is the other Capital 
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o( march looted until the Navvab arrived at Betiah , from wbonce 
Gurghin qhan advanced four days' journey farther, and comoienc 
3itloa*lo**^ cd ascending tlic gaut, or difficult pass, which gave entrance into 
the countrj of NepaL There ho was opposed by the Nepallan army 
and a sharp engagement took place, in which Gurghm-qlian’s 
troops, after repeated efforts, In which they lost a great number 
of men in bounded and slain, repulsed the enem) With much 
courage and perseverance they gamed tho summit of the ascent 
where they halted to take some rest for that night But hardly 
the night was dosed, whon thu Nepalians coming out of the 
woods and hlHs, attacked the Bengalies on all sides at once and 
with stones, arrows, and musket balls they made so much havoc 
amongst them that they drove them back to the bottom of the 
pass, from whence the latter, after losing a great nuffiber of men 
and leaving many stands of arms, were obliged to retreat without 
stopping, as far as Gurghin qhan's quarters. That General on 
seeing the condition in which they were lost all hopes of succeed 
mg in bis expedition , be wait struck with amaxement, and 
ashamed to shew his face. Unable to bear the thoughts of an 
noundng hlmbelf hU miscarriage be remained motionless, like 
one stupefied Equally unwilliDg to retrograde and to shew bis 
face again and not danog to advance against an enemy grown 
bolder by his late success, be became wear) of bis very existence 
and incapable to take any party for himself Intelligence of this 
event having reached the Nawab from elsewhere he becamfe 
pensive and uncertain himself and was at a loss which party to 
take After much irresolutloo be determined to recalkGurghin 
qban, and an order was dispatched on those terms Tlie man 
impeded by his innate want of sense, and thunderstruck by bis 
recent disgrace, would not go back and he remained where he 
was, lo defiance of the order he had received The Navvab in 
formed of this, wanted ta send some person of weight to bring 
him back but to find such a man and one to whom Gurghin 
qhan would choose to defer was not aaeasy matter unless in 
deed, it might be Aaly hibrahlm-qban himself, whom the Navvab 
pitched upon as a proper person for so delicate a commission 
and that nobleman set out Immediately without even any baggage. 
On his way he found multitudes of wounded who were on their 
march towards the Navvab s camp at Bctiah The Qhan desired 
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them to stop, and to give him time to repair to their General, 
and to bring him aWay, as he had come for that very purpose., 
at the same time, he represented to them, that their appearing 
in camp in that condition, would redound to their own disgrace,' 
whilst It would discourage their friends and companions, and 
also displease their lord and' master This, remonstrance pro- 
duced an effect, and as the Qhan spoke sense and reason, and 
was a man of authority, his words carried a weight, which made 
an impression on the minds of runaways , and they consented 
to stop where they were After this, the Qhan proceeded on his 
march, and being arrived in Gurghin-qhan’s camp, he worked so 
forcibly on the mind of that man; become a prey to»all the pangs 
of sorrow and regret, that he brought him back to the Navvab 
The Prince, after saying a few words on the expedition, raised his 
camp, and marched towards Azim-abad There he learned that 
some of his officers, who in several places had exacted unaccustom- 
ed duties from the goods of the English traders, had been seized 
by the latter, and confined in their factories One of these men was 
Mirza-mahmed, seized at Djhanghir-nugur, and sent to Calcutta, 
the other had been seized by Mr Ellis, Chief of the factory of Azim- 
abad, and sent to Calcutta also The Navvab, equally surprised 
and shocked at this intelligence, conceived that the only expedient 
to save the honour of his Government, and to render it respect- 
able, would be to seize the English mercantile agents on his side, 
" and to keep them in confinement Orders were accordingly dis- 
patched to surprise and seize a certain number of them, and to 
send them to Court After dispatching these orders, he thought 
proper to displace Radja Nobet-riy, the Deputy Governor of 
Azim-abad, as being unfit to contend with a man so incensed and 
so fiery as Mr Ellis , and he appointed in his stead the valiant Mir- 
mehdi-qhan, who then commanded in the territory of Shah-abad 
The Navvab was then at HadjipSr, from whence he ordered a 
bridge of boats to be thrown over the Ganga As soon as it was 
ready, he crossed over with his army, a little above the English 
factory, and without seeing Mr Ellis, who wanted to pay him a 
visit, he went and encamped in Djaafer-qhan’s garden, where he 
invested the new Governor in his Government, by bestowing a 
rich qhylaat upon him , at the same time, he ordered Radja Nobet- 
^ r^y to live at Court, and then marched down towards Monghyr. 
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As for me, worn dowTi by fatJgoe of the campaign, 1 obtain 
cd leave to remain at AzIm-abaJ, bat my two brothers, Ghalib. 
aaly^han and S^yd aaly qhan, thought proper to accompany the 
Na\*\ab and I thought them gone for the remainder of the year, 
when, on the fourth day after ihclr departare, 1 was surprised to 
see ChalilKialy qhan returned. I asked the reason He answer 
cd, that the Na>^ab had bid blm as well as his brother remain at 
\zim ibad or repair to thftlr father which Ust would prove a 
better part\ than that of fatiguing themselves t\1th such repealed 
journc)s and that he had assured them, that whether there, or 
at camp he did not consider them as being less In his service and 
pay Ghalib4ial)-qhan added that for bis own part hehadpre 
ferred to return to Arfm-abad, but that his younger brother, 
Sdyd^aaJ) qhan not liking the Intimation had followed the Nar 
vab On hearing this intelligence from Gba)ib>aaly qhan s mouth 
I concluded that the Nawab being now engaged In some disputes 
and broils with the English had thought It expedient to keep at 
a distance from his person and camp people whose connections 
with that nation he strongly mistrusted This conclusion seemed 
so natural that I reioK ed to know of the Hawab himself what was 
fals pleasure on our account , and as I was too weak to go by land 
I got Into a boat, and In a few days arrived at Monghyr where I 
asked of my brother S^yd-aaJy qhan how matters had happened ? 
The man mistaking the Nav\'ab‘« intention had rcaliy tho\^t 
that by dismissing him at Aziro>abad, be wanted only to oblige the 
family and to afford him some rest Bat I tbou^tver^ differently 
and thought right for in five or six days’ time the Navwab en 
trusted Mlrza shems<eddln with a commission to go to Shudjab 
ed dftaiah and to the Emperor s Court In order to request their 
assistance and to prepare their minds against any emergencies 
which his disputes with the English might produce and that 
ofBcer, who was an intimate friend of mine, and who knew how 
far I might be capable of keeping a secret, desired me, at bis ^ 
departure to order my youngest brother Siyd-aaly^han, to 
avail himself of his (Shem»-eddln*s) company to get out of camp 
and to repair to his father I asked the reason, why the Nawab 
was bent on keeping m) two youngest brothers at a distance 
from himself ? He answered ‘ That as he reckoned upon my 
secrecy he would tell me the truth, but under condition that 
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“ I should be careful not to mention it to anyone , as such a dis- 
“ covery might do a great deahof harm to himself (Shemis-eddin) 
“ You have concluded right/’ said he, “ that the NaVval^ greatly 
“ mistrusts Sdyd^-aaly-qhan ;* and>that he takes him to jbe a spy 
“ of the English , and) as everyday, now gives/' rise to some new 
“ subject of discontent and displeasure on both sides, li|e thinks 
“ it very improper that your brother should remain in his camg, 
“ hanging about his person ; but asvon the other hand, dismiss- 
“ ingrhimialone would- have given an insight into his secret inten- 
“ tion, he intimated his desire to both brothers, that Ghalib-aaly- 
“ qhan' might retire at the same- time with him if that is the 
case, answered I, why does the Navvab suffer me in his camp ^ At 
that rate he must' deem me ike head spy, and full' as dangerous 
as the two others pub together Mirza-shems-eddin anjswered, 
“ That the Navvab didi not object totme, because knowing my con- 
“ nections with some of the English, he reserved me as an instru- 
“ ment that raightsome-day orother prove of use , but that ojver and 
“ above that, he' considered me, as a kind of pledge for my ^father’s 
“ good behaviour, andi as' ah, hostage, for that of my brother's ” 
This intimation' of Mic-shems-eddin’s confounded' and amazed 
me -I was very neap despairing of my life and honolir, but 
thought ifc best to conceal ray grief , so th^t' sending for Seyd- 
aaly-qhan, I exacted an. oath, of secrecy from him, and then I 
informed him . of the state of things, exhorting him to be gone by 
all means, if he was desirous of- living hthen recommended him 
to my friend, and' saw- him^ depart- As for me, being tod ill to 
move, I remained, at Monghyc, where the Navvab, toj keep 
a veil upon his suspicions, used mow and. then, to inquire after 
my health by a chopdar, apd to sctnd me every day a table covered 
with victuals At last, having) recovered my health, and bathed 
according to law, I pitched' upon, the feast of the sacrifice, and 
went to pay him my^ respects , Hemeceiyed me with kindness, 
and, as I observed that he was, going towards the wo nen's 
sanctuary, 1 hastened to the gate of the secret apartment, and 
made him my bow He paused, spoke to me with kindness, and 
putting his hand, into his oiy.n paan dan, (241) he gave me two 


(»4i) The Paan^dayt^ which an jEngltshraan^ would readily call the Betel4aucer, 
IS an elegant box of silver or {old, not unlike those crystal ones in which the 
English serve kheir buUec at table., It is placed on an e|egant plate of th« same 
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byns of pian, adding these words “ Have I not done well to 
" dismiss >our ttto brothers that they might take care of their 

‘ aged sire ? Let them take some rest, and enjoy themselves for 
‘ a while ' These words, the intent of which I could not mistake 
made me applaud his attention, and I extolled that goodness of 
his which prompted him to so much regard “ And where is the 
* master in these days,” did I exclaim, " who, without discontinu 
mg a large wbry would release his servants from that attendance 
to which he has so much right ?” These words seemed to please 
1dm and he added "That m fact, he had with me an acquaint 
ance of old landing but none indeed with them, or \ cry little ’ 
This w'as an arrant lie of hts but fain I was to applaud again 
for in former limes when there was an equality between hvs 
family and ours, and even some supenority on our side, I had 
not the least acquaintance with him and very little friendship 
indeed for his father in law, Mir djaafer qhan or for Miren, bis 
brother In aw whereas Scyd aaly-qhan himself living in Bengal 
and beiag a man of pleasure, ivas m conneebons with fAise sort 
of ptopU and of course, with that family also among the rest 
After having asked the readers pardon for these little anecdotes 
about private affairs let us revert to the disputes witli the English 
The Nawab s ofheers, havmg found means to seize some 
of the mercantile agents of the English sent them to their master, 
who kept them prisoners, as hostages for those ofRcers of bis, 
which the English bad at first seued All this happened in 
consequence of the Nawab's preapitancy who by sending 
orders to his officers to exact dnbes from the goods of the English 
before Vansittart had time to amve at Calcutta and to settle 
that matter on an eqmtable footing put it out of that Governor's 
pMDwer, on his arrival there, to withstand the members of the 

rTv»t^l u>d cooUlos a oombor of bjrrb rud/ nude ap. The bjrri b cotapowd of 
a few p }fc«w of Pa*u cot betel Inf) botik very tbb sHces of SmfUry {alUt 

betel trat). fome Cbma {*Ums chaosxa), loffle Cfti {alimt cetecha) tome fralmj 
d lUcJutt (flIUs cerdemomi) and eome Dj48trij {uUas mace) the whole rolled 
together aod formed loto ■ pjmmd, comd with a bit of leaf, (tlUt pli;^ 
tdo} which U of a Am tender green, ud u icmaoth and ahlnlag u the best aatfo. 
ThU pyramid which b mad* Cast \ij a Long {aUas clore) as bj a pin, b called a 
byri. A slsgle byrt given b a tohen of regard two of favor the whole P*e»* 
dan proffered. Implies respect placed before yoo, H ImpUa eqnallty In present* 
Ing, and recdving /*««, there are twenty aicedes, which the BagUih either de* 
pit* or ignore but which are rigoroosljr expected from a native. 
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Council, who, hitherto dibperbcd all over Bengal, had now 
assembled in that city, and formed a majority that >hut up the 
gatci> of friendihip, w.dled up the door of return, and, by dint of 
numbers, obliged V.inbittart to command the N.ivvab to iiold all 
English good:> whatever free from duties, and to dii>ini5b the 
English agents, his prisoners, immediately I he Navvab con- 
ceived, that to submit to orders which he knew to come froiji 
those Counsellors that were his enemies, was disgraceful , and, 
on the other hand, he found it difficult to stand his ground upon 
the articles of custom and duty He, therefore, betook himself to 
the expedient of suppressing all customs and duties whatever, 
whether for native merchants or for others , and he answered 
the imperious letter, sent him by the Council, by writing personal- 
ly to Vansittart, “ That it wms notorious that merchants of all 
'* sorts made it a practice to pass their own goods under the 
‘‘ name of English agents , and that as a release of duties to the 
“ latter would, m fact, amount to a general e\eniption also to 
“ most of the former, save only a few' w'retches too obscure to 
“ afford the expense of purchasing protectors, and Loo poor to 
" afford duties that would be w'orth perception , he had, therefore, 
“ taken the party to suppress all customs and duties whatever, 
“ and to render the exemption general Since so long as the, 
" principal merchants could find means to pass duty free, under 
“ an English mask, it would be hard to torment a few poor people 
" who w’ould submit to duties, but wdiose contributions would 
" never repay the charges of perception That as to the order of 
"dismissing the English agents, prisoners in his camp, it was an 
" injunction vain and absurd , since the English having first 
" seued and confined his officers, these, of course ought to be 
released first, before the others could be dimissed at all.” 
This answer of the Navvab’s being perused in the Council of 
Calcutta, the Counsellors that were in confederacy against him, 
said, "That this general exemption of the Navvab's was calculat- 
" ed to throw a slur upon them, by putting them on a footing with 
" the other merchants That, if Mir-cassem’s intention was to 
" remain on terms of friendship with the English, he mustput things 
" upon the ancient footing, wit, exact duties from the other 
" merchants, aaid let English property pass duty free That as 
" they knew that Mr Vansittart, infatuated by his blind attachment 
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' to Mif'Casicm wanted to render his opposers ridiculous and 
"despicable so the} were resolved to send one of their own 
body In cnibass} to tho Navvab, to explain their intuition, for, 
if he grants tho envoy 5 demands,' said they, wo shall liavc 
' carried our point and if he docs not, then friendship shall 
cease between us.” The Governor overcome by a majorit} 
that seemed to know no moderation, was, against his own opinion 
obliged to put his name to such a letter as they thought proper to 
dictate and compelled to consent to the resolution of deputing one 
from amongst themseJvo it consequence of that resolve 
Mr Am}aU ‘and Mr Ha) under tho escort of one company of 
Talingas, conimandcd b} Captain Djonson departed on their em 
bossy to Mongh}T At their departure Vansittart wrote a short 
letter to Mtr'Cossem*qlian tWiich he gave to the latter's agent at 
Calcutta and he sent him at the same time a long message to this 
purport That ho exhorted him b) all means, to be iirm and 
' punctual in the execution of the treaty which lud at first inter 
vened between himself on the part of the Compan), and the 
Nawab, a treat) that had been conhrmed by oaths on both sides 
and by a thorough examination a treaty upon the tenor of 

* which, the Nawab ought to regulate his conduct without the least 

* deviation That the Counsellors who bad been hitherto dispers 
ed all over Bengal, having all assembled in Calcutta tho party 
opposed to the Nawab, formed a majority, to which he the 
Governor, was of course obliged to submit, especially after the 
management of the affairs of Government had slipped out of his 
(the Governor s) hands through the Nawab's preaptancy 
which bad put ever) matter out of his power That Mr Amyatt 
supported by the majority in Council was now setting out on an 
embassy to Monghyr and might possibly make him some pro- 
posals which would not be of the Nawab’s liking but that 
probably they might prove such as would not bring any raatenaJ 
detnment to hia Government the more so, as In five or six 
months hence the members opposed to him bemg all to be 
dismissed the service by an order from home he ought foe the 
present, to submit to whatever conditions the) might propose 
actually and dismiss their envoy with honour and regard, so 
as to give him full satisfaction this being the only method to 
prevent the dispute from going farther, or breeding more serloiu 
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“ consequences ; as otlierwibe, the helm being now out of liis 
“hands, he (the Governor) was certain that he w'ould not have 
“it ni his pow'er to oblige him in the manner he (the Navvab) 
“ mmht wish." The Navvab, on the arrival of this letter and 
message, referred the whole negotiation with and the management 
of the English, to Gurghin-qhan, who was both his General and 
Minister, and the man whom he most trusted He considered 
that he was of the same religion {242) with the Englisl», 
acquainted with their customs and manners , and informed of their 
se\erai characters, in consequence of his corresponding w'lth his 
brother, Codja-bedros. and his other friends at Calcutta The 
Navvab, therefore, .sent for him, informed him of the contents of 
the letter, and of the purport of the message, and asked him his 
opinion about the propriety of submitting to the Council's orders, 
or of rejecting the same Gurghin-qhan. who was both es.treme- 
ly imprudent, and extremely proud, and who detested in his 
heart ever) man of birth or of understanding, advised the Nav- 
vab to reject the proposal, together with Vansittart's advice 
“ Your Highness and the English,” said he, “ are now upon a 
“ par and upon a level If you submit to-day, you shall daily lose 
“of your character, and of that awe and respect wntli which they 
“ are now impressed , and, at last, you shall become contempti- 
“ ble in their eyes, but if you listen only to the dictates of 
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“ honour and courage, and stand firmly on your ground, your 
“ character shall daily acquire new' respect in their minds, and 
“ tbeir own power shall daily lose of its strength and conse- 
“ quence ’’ The Navvab, who had the highest opinion of his 
knowledge and attachment, and was accustomed always to defer 
implicitly to his opinion, adopted his advice without reserve, and 
resolved to act accordingly. That Prince, sensible of the op- 
position formed against him at Calcutta, and anxious to take 
every precaution necessary in a dispute of so much consequence, 
had harboured this longwhile heavy suspicions against the two 
Djagat-seats , nor did he think it consonant, to the rules of 

(242) It IS observable that before the year 1767, or thereabouts, the natives of 
India considered all the Europeans as speaking the same language and professing 
the same religion , and as the Armenians, who wore a dress somewhat different, and 
were more mixed with the natives, spoke highly of themselves, as holding the same 
rank amongst them as S^yds amongst Musselmen, and Brahmans amongst the 
Gentoos , they were reputed, of course, a kind of Priests amongst the Europeans. 
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pnidcncc to leave two such men In MSralvSd abaci at such a 
cnlical conjuncture Ho remembered that they had been decpif 
concerned, both b) their money and Influence, In transferring the 
supreme power from Scradj cd dSuIah to Mir^jaafer^ban, and 
latcl) from Mir djaafer qhan to himself, and being a great 
connoisseur in men's tempers, as well as an inquirer into their 
characlcri, he dreaded the consequences of two such, meij's re 
iraminj, at MflrshSd abad, and so near Calcntta at a time when 
hli disputes with the English ran higher and higher, and Jiis 
difllcullics with them were mcreasing dail) upon his hands 
Ho therefore lhouj,ht it incumbent upon him to have both these 
brothers in hli power, at least and, as bo knevr that so far from 
moving a foot on his sending them letters or orders, they would 
from that very moment apprehend for (heir safety, and contnve 
to escape to Calcutta, where they would prove of infinite service 
to his oppohcrs, by their wealth, intrigues, and influence — he 
therefore wrote to Mabmed taky-qbau the Coozza-calanian who 
commanded in Dirboboro a man of an acknowledged braver} 
and a sincere fidelity, requmng him to repair in all speed to 
M8rs]i8d*abad where he was to surround the house of the Dja 
gat seats, in such a manner as that not a man might come out, 
and then to w*ait until Marcar the Armenian might amve 'and 
bnng him a letter on tbe perusal of which be was to deliver 
the two Seats in bis bands, taking a receipt in form for the 
dtUvery ol ibeit persons. Ai\ei wnUng Vbe above order be 
dispatched htarcar an Armenian General, of Gurgbin^qban s 
recommendation and putting three or four regiments of Talingas 
under his command be ordered him to repair by water to M8r 
shSd abad where he was to receive from Malimed taky^qban 
tbe two Djagat seals and to bring them m all speed to Mongbyr 
bat without departing from a proper regard and atteatloo to 
their persons and rank Mahmed taky-qhan on receipt of the 
order, repaired in all speed to MSrshSd-abad where he closely 
surrounded the house of tbe two Djagat seats, bending them 
word at the same time, That he had no injury to offer cither 
“ to their persons, fortune, honour or family his orders were 
only to send them to Monghyr where the Navvab wanted to 
see them reside near his person and that he requested them 
to make themselves thoroughly easy on his own particular 



‘‘subject, as he had no harm to offer’' The two brothers, find- 
ing thepi^elves reduced to the single party of subniission, prepar- 
ed for their voyage, fn t}iree f|ays morej Marcar, the Armenian, 
arrived with his Talingas, and the two brothers being delivered 
up to him, were carrjed to Mpnghyr. The Navvab received 
them with distinction, spoke to them with kindness, deplored 
the necessity of his affairs, soothed their minds, e.xcused the rigour 
of his proceedings, and requested their living at Monghyr, where 
he hoped the} would build lodgings for themselves, set up a 
Banking House, as they had at M8tsh8d-abad, attend at his Court 
as they did formerly, and, as formerly, transact business in the 
affairs of Government and finance He, at the same time, set 
them at full liberty , but people were secretly set upon them, 
with orders not to suffer them to go out any great distance. 
The poor brothers were fajn to ordpr a Banking House to be 
raised for their lodgings, and found themselves obliged to ac- 
commqdate thepiselves to the perfidy e.xercised on them , and 
as these two pien f^aye cut at all times such a figure in Bengal, 
the rep^der shall pot find fault with his seeing here some account 
of therii The two brothers, \yhich bore the names of Mahtab-ray 
and Radja SerSp-chqnd, were both grandsons to Djagat-seat- 
fateh-cliupd, by two brothers, sons to this Fateh-chund, w'ho died 
both in the tfn\e of Shqdjah-qhan, Viceroy of Bengal , so that 
his fortune, which was literally immense, and past all belief, 
passed to thqse Jns grandsons, who, in Aaly-verdy-qhan's time, 
lived ip Bengal with so much credit and authority, as is hardly 
credible at sucfi 4 disfance of time Their riches were so great, 
that no ^uch baplrers were ever seen in Hindostan or Pecan , 
nor >V4S there any banker or rnerchant, that cpuld stand a com- 
parison >yith them, 4)! oyer India It is evep certain, that all 
the jDapkers of their time in Bengal, were either their factors, or 
some qf ^heir fqrrjdy Their wealth ipay be guessed by this only 
fact In the first invasion of the Marhattas, and when M8rsh8d- 
aba.d was nqt yet §,urrqunded by walls, Mjr habib, with a party 
of their best horse, having fpqpd pieaqs to fall upon that city, 
before Aaly-verdy-qhan could cpme up, carried from Djagat- 
seaFs house two corors of rupees, m Arcot coin only ,(243) and 

(243) T>yo ni;lU9n3 find-a-half ^t^rhn^ com signifies those rupees 

struck at Madras, or at Pondicherry 
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this prodigious sura did not aiTcct the two brothers, more than 
if it had been two trusses of straw They continued to give 
iftcruards to Go\crnmeal, as they had done before, biDs of 
exchange, called dursuntes, (244) of one coror at a lime, by 
winch words is meant, a draft, which the acceptor is to pay at 
>ight, without any sort of excuse In short, their wealth was 
such, that there is no mentioning it, without seeming to exag 
gcrile, and to deal in extravagint fables Tlionsands of their 
agtiils and factor^ have acquired such fortunes in their service 
as have rmhlcd them to purchase large tracts of land, and 
other astonishing possessions and now that those two heads 
of the family arc both dead lhi.se many years, and their sons 
in consequence of the snpenonty acquired by the English 
III all tho brandies of trade over Bengal and Hlndostan, fall 
vastly short of the wealth of thejr fathers nevertheless there 
IS not one man of that family and not one dependant of 
that house but who lives in the utmost splendour and prosperity 
Intelligence commg at this time that Mr Amyatt was draw 
mg near, the Navvab, who had beforehand sent for Mir abdolUb 
sefevi from Axim>abad a valuable gentleman whose merit has 
many times been mentioned in those memoirs now thought 
proper to jom me the poor man to him in the same commission 
and he desued us as ue were both upon familiar terms mth 
Mr Amyatt to go forward In order to receive him and to 
endeavour (0 discover what was bis real purpose and what 
might be his real intentions in coming so far He at the same 
time appointed a Gentoo, to attend us as Persian bccretary and 
he ordered twenty spies to be at our command both as spies and 
as messengers These twenty men were parted in two divisions 
and commanded by two head men as officers who had orders to 
disguise themselves Uke menial servants, and to introduce them 
sehea the one into Mir abdoUab a service, the other into miue 


(144} Dttma la old Hlado^ojr tlfnlfla tifhi , bat ia tlM modnn Ungiufe, 
a bov erf the bead A rfufonivr bill, tbeo Ii • bll] at slirht vftb which the baaker 
bu DO oth«f putj bat that of hla kobmluloo, bj bowinf the favtd. Ereo 

$0 late u the jear 1780, there were t«al?e baulrad wooen Jo the aerajlioos erf the 
two ratnaloiai; brothan, aad ahoot fov thoiuaiKl persoo* of ail motU la tbilr 
pal vH.,- BntslDcethe rerolatloa* lo Bao^aJ a> well u all orer ladla, thdr 
proportj has bean made away with arwiywhar*. 
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with injunctions never to be abhcnt from any of the meetings or 
conferences which might be held with the English, and to take 
care to observe not only the expressions and w'ords, but even the 
gestures of the hands as well as the signs of the head between 
us, transmitting every day a faithful account of W’hat they should 
hear, or see One of these twenty messengers, on receiving a 
letter, was to carry it to the next post, and then to return to his 
office Ever^’one of us having received our lesson in this manr^r, 
we quitted Monghyr, and arrived at Ganga-persad, where we 
had the good luck to meet Mr Amyatt , but on embracing him 
took care to whisper that w'e had spies over us Mr Amyatt 
and the others being thereby put upon their guard, spoke and 
acted with precaution , for, being every night at the same land- 
ing place, we used to pass the greatest part of our time with the 
English , and whatever we had said or heard, was fully set down 
both by us and by the head spies, and severally dispatched to 
the Navvab every evening One day, to avoid all suspicions, I 
opened iny commission to Mr Am)att with an audible voice, and 
I spoke to him as I had been instructed to do by the Navvab 
“ What can possibly be, ” said I, “ the reason of your coming, 
“ and what is your intent ? Being both of us wcll-wushers to His 
“ Highness, as well as to the English, we ate desirous of being 
“ informed of your intentions, that we may contrive expedients 
“ for the benefit of both parties ” Mr, Amyatt, W'lth a loud voice, 
answ'ered “ It is customary with Indians, when they come to us, 
“ to tell us none but such things as may keep us in good humour , 
“ and when they return to the Navvab, they never fail to speak 
“ to him, so as to humour him in his wishes , and hence, our real 
“ intentions on both sides remain concealed from each other 
“ party, and our views do not come to light It is to avoid those 
” inconveniences, that we have quitted oui homes, to come so 
“ far in embassy, wnth intention to see the Navvab face to face, 
“ and to tell him what we have to say, as well as to hear what 
“ he has to answer , and, this being the case, it is needlcbs that 
“ we should have any business with any other person ” This 
declaration of Mr Amyatt’s putting an end to all political topics, 
we took care in our conversation with the English to drop many 
expressions of reproach, and to dispute with them in such a 
manner, as was pointed out by the times , it being the only 
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expedient we could dc\Uc, to preserve ourselves from the Nav 
vab's suspicions, an I to avoid feeling the cITects of his resentment 
On the day when ihis last conversation took place, Uie dontents 
of which were scvcnll) forwarded to Court both by us and b) the 
head pie*; we arrived at Baghalpoor, and there received a letter 
from llu Nivvah, which recalled both hfir abdollah and me 
adding lint as Mr Aniyall did not choose to enter into an> 
particulars with m', it was needless we should sta) with him any 
more, but, that we roust manage so, as lo be at Court befort the 
bnghshman's arrival Mir abdollah, having informed Mr Arayatt 
of this recall, ue took our leave of him, and relumed to Mongbyr 
where we walled on the Nawab rmmedlatci), after having ocen 
met in the wa) by several raeiiengcrs lliatcamc to hasten our 
march Doing In his presence, he commenced putting questions 
to us As my poor fnend, Mir alnJoIlab (on whom be peace ! } 
had not a read) deliver) and could not expresi'himself properly 
bis answers displeased the Navvab, and be was twice reproached 
and afterwards ^missed He went homej and I followed him 
with Intent to take some rest when a messenger came from 
Aal) hibra’hrni*qbaii, informing roe that His f^gbness wanted roe 
iminediatrly, and that I must g6 with the Qhan to Court Fain I 
was to put on a full dress agaTn and to repair to the Nawab s 
This Pnnee was In his private apartments sitting in the outer 
room of his bath and in close conference vnth Gurghin qhan I 
too'k my seat In a comer, and Aaly hibra*him qhan in another 
The Navvab I'epcated to Gurghin^qban what he had beard from 
ray mouth he then turned towards me, and ordenng me to 
draw nehrer he bid me tell Gurg'bin qhan all my observations 
Upon this command, f drew near and sittmg over against that 
General 1 recommenced my tale The General after hearing a 
few words, seemed ruffled and to shew that my report deserved 
but little credit, he turned towards the Navvab and said My 
Lord N'awab werg a man to rtp open an Englishman's body 
vnth a kmfe, he would not fSr that com* "at his secret He then 
turned again to me and asked me some questions, whfchl ans 
wered At the third or fourth answer, he seemed Impatiented 
and said ' My Lord Qhan, I wahthothing of all that Pray, do 
" answer three or four questions which 1 ain going to put to 
‘you What IS Mr Amyatt's Intention ? !And does he come to 
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intrigue against the Nawab, or not? Is he come to pry into . 
‘‘ th6 state of the army and fortress, or not ? Has he an) fnend- 
“• ship or good will for us, or does he come with hostile intentions ?” 
On hearing these words, I w'as extreiYiely surprised, and looking 
at him full in the fhce, I answ'ered “ My Lord, your questions 
*’ really confound me, and I am amazed at what }ou mean It is 
“ out a moment since you said yourself, that were one to rip open 
‘ an Englishman’s body, he w'ould not for that comeat his secref , 

“ and \0u want me now to reveal to you Mr Amyatt’s innermost 
“ thoughts ' As to his coming w'lth sinister ihtentions, it would be 
“ really surprising that he should harboUr any such designs , the 
“ man comes into your house, and alone , and it is "he that ought 
“ to be afraid of sinister designs, and not you, w'ho are at home, 

and ought not to conceive any fears from him As to what you 
'* have hinted 'of his coining hither to 'pry into the state of the 
" army an'd fortress, I am of opinion, that h’ot only Mr Amyatt 
‘ shall but that any other man whatever that comes hither, will, 

' of course, acquire some knowdedge of both your fortress 
'‘and '>our army, and that the 'quantum of such a knowledge 
‘ of his, tvill 'depend on his share of penetration and know- 
“ ledge Wifh respect to your 'other two questions, about 'his 
“ coming with friendly or inim'ical inteiitions, tbe matter of fact 
"is, that he 'comes 'to 'you 'with sdm'e demands and irequests of 
" his ow'n , if you grah't him his 'dema'nds, there is ho 'doubt 'but 
"'that he shall be pleased 'wdfh yon, and Will become yotir friend , 

" and if you refuse them, it is 'no ‘less certain that the refusal 
*' w'lll produce discontents, aiid 'at last -enmities All these 
" observations do not deserve question’s , they are self-evident ” 
The Nawab having assented to What ‘Waid, 'Gurghin-qhan, who 
'ha"d never been a friend to me, becklrte'HoW m'ore estranged 
''than ever But the Nawab dismissed me , and as I was going 
home in the utmost amazement, I could not but admire that 
fullness 'of -power -in the -divine -dispensations of Providence, 
Whidh bad" sUscited Such and’the liku'^pfeople, 'to stand 'ovhr our 
heads as "^Generals of armies, a'nd as Ministers df 'State, with 
unlimited powers df binding and doosipg The next morning 
after this conference, the Nawab sent his own nephew, Aab8- 
aaly-qhan, 'and his Minister, "Radja Nobet-rdy, to meet and 
receive Mr Amyatt , and on the third day, 'the latter arrived at 
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Mongh>r where he alighted at a set of tents that had been 
pitched up for his quarters The Na\-\ab went to see him at 
which time the \isll became one continual scene of dissimulation 
and reciprocal cringing The next da) Mr Am)att returned the 
\isit lie liad with him Mr (la), and Captain Johnston together 
with <omc other gentiemen, amongst whom was a ^fr Guiston 
a )oung man latcl) come Into India who in so sliorl a time Had 
learned tl>c Ptr^bn \cr) well, and at our first intcraieu had 
conceived as much goo<i will /or me as f had for him (245} The 
Na\w*ab on descr)ing Mr Vm)'att got up as is the etiquette 
advanced a few steps from hU Mesned and brought him to sit 
upon some chairs placed thcro on purpose upon one of which 
he took hii own scat \/tcr a little conversation the usual cere 
monial of Paan \tur and Rose water was brought up and 
then several trays covered with stuffs were produced together 
with one plate containing jewels and gems all which were 
presented to him On his taking leave the Navwab got up and 
re conducted him as well as al) the English as far as the end 
of the carpeting where he invited them to an entertainment 
At night they all came and after having been amused with 
dances and a bonfire they were complimented with an entertain 
ment which lasted be)oad midnight Since that day, the 
English visited the Nawab several times, and at each time 
several compiaints and man) reproaches were taking place on 
both sides and al each visit matters seemed verging towards 
a rupture For it was remarked that at e>er) meeting the 
Navwab whether b) chance or otherwise never failed to commit 
some action or to bo guilty of some gesture, which never failed 
to give offence, and to be laid bold of as a fit subject of complaint 
At last the discontents ran so high, that at one time Mr Amyatt 


U45) He w*i Mr speaker sad tJoguiat bat, bavug at tba rsrj first 

ietnrisw ezprcsMd Uoiaelt wltli roa{bD«sa, and beea aJI the while looklof at tbo 
Namb mtb that loperiooMrets wUeb was thaa th« geaeraJ atjlc, that Prioce rc 
fused to speak to hlsj aojr more. Am/atts temper air looks, arid tone oi roles, 
as wrlJ as hb style d speech, may be cooiectarsd £io m that siogle anecdote. It b 
obserrsble, that the few Bag Osh, who fn those days andeistood the PersUn and 
Hfndostany (and Vaniittart was raastar of the former) spoke It so strangely and 
in such a too# of rolce that Ikllr>caaeem enable to ondentand Vansittart, was 
obliged to make ose of a UDgnfst. 
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who had advanced as far as the door of the Navvab's apartment, 
returned back much displeased , nor would he have been brought 
again, had not some of the Navvab's favourites run after him, 
and intreated his being pacified Mr Amyatt and the others 
complained of the Navvab’s guaids at the gate, and of some 
other of his servants The Navvab professed his ignorance, and 
made many apologies , but the English could not be brought 
to believe, that servants would dare to commit such actions 
without their master’s consent , and thev were still more dis- 
pleased as the apology However, as the Navvab was offering 
many excuses, they detei mined that the only «iethod with 
him was, to put his words to the trial With that view, 
Mr Gulston and Captain Johnston, got on horse-back at day- 
break, as IS the English custom, and went out to take an 
airing, and to see the country , but as soon as they offered 
to go somewhat far, several foot-guards, stationed at that 
part, forbade their proceeding that way , and some troopers, 
that suddenly appeared, opposed their passage The English, 
accustomed to talk high, and to carry everything with a high- 
hand, forced their passage forward The guards incensed, 
lighted up their matches and put themselves in a posture of de- 
fence , and the English, after having attempted in vain to turn 
them, returned to town, and went directly to the Navvab’s, where 
they exhaled themselves in excessive complaints, and made use 
of several high expressions The Navvab flatly denied his 
having any hand in the matter, and excused his people , he also 
apologised for himself, and pretended his ignoranqe. But this 
did not persuade anyone of the English , nor was this dust 
wiped off from their hearts , and this event having alienated 
their minds, their discontent ran higher and higher, and at last 
It undermined the wall of good will and sincerity The Navvab 
was every day holding Councils on these matters with his favour- 
ites , for instance, with Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, and with Mirza- 
shems-eddin Those men of sense always proposed some ex- 
pedient to renew the conferences, m order both to soothe 
Mr Amyatt’s mind, and to pacify the Navvab On my own part, 
as I laboured under the imputation of being in connection with 
the English, I did not dare to offer a word in their behalf , 
but being also intimate with Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, and with 
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Miria ahcms cddla, I u:te(lto Impart to them such expedients and 
notions of mine, as I thought might conduce to a good under 
standing, or keep at a distance the thought* of hostility < and 
these ucrc soon imparted to the Nav\ab, who alvrays assented, 
but not for any length of time For a* soon as it wras four in the 
afternoon, at which time Gorghin^qhan used to come and to 
engross him as late as nine p clock at night, all was undone again , 
so tlul he would efface himself every trace of those lines, which 
his well wishers had been at so much pains to trace on the glass 
of his mind and In the morning not the least vestige of them 
could bo disrerned Instead of that, the General used to engrave 
thereon his oum Infructuous persuasions, and that too, in such 
deep characters that no hand apd no tool could eSace them 
afterwords. Chls marugement took place so constantly, that 
once Aal> hlbrahim-qhan losing all patience, wrote a note to the 
Navvab in these very word* Since the advices and counsels 
offered by your well wishers and which your mind approves, 
never fail in the evening to be obliterated by Cnrgkin^^han s 
suggestions it is needless that either your Highness or your 
friends and well wishers should fatigue themselves any more 
upon an infructuous subject for lu the end we all fnd that 
nothing IS done but what has been advised by Gurghtn-qhan 
It IS then proper that this affair shauld be wholly committed 
to his ca e without giving further trouble to your own mind 
as xeell as to everyone of us on so disagreeable a subject Let 
us all do as he shall bid (and this after all would be nothing 
novel) // IS but what happens every day In one word (for we 
mubt end) we are una*iimausly of opinion that if your Princely 
mind be for peace Mr Amyatt s heart ought not to be estrang 
ed by actions and words that derogate from the high character 
which our master bears and if yen be for a rupture and for 
pursuing a plan of military operations on Gurghin-qhan s 
notions and schemes, still to disoblige a man come on an em 
bossy, IS contrary to the rules of a Princely behavtour and 
beneath the high dignity of a Sovereign So far from abating 
anything from the regard and attention which it is customary 
to pay the people of that nation we are of opinion that some 
additional token of respect ought to be shewn them now were 
it because they are come under the safeguard of an embassy 
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We do not mean to say that the prepat ations intended for 
farther hostilities ought to be discontinued, on the contrary, 
they ought to go on. We contend only, that such actions as 
these men complain of are not of a nature either to add any- 
thing to the tei ror of your name and power, or to detract any- 
thino from their own dignity, or from the opinion they enter- 
tain of themselves All these can produce no othei fniit, than 
that of enlarging the foundations of enmity, and giving new 
wings to envy and jealousy 

Gurghin-qhan having somehow got advice of this note of 
Aaly-hibrahim-qhan’s took offence at it, and for*two or three 
days together lie abstained from coming to Court. It was just 
at this time that a boat from Calcutta came to touch at Monghyr. 
She proved to be laden with a quantity of goods, under which 
were found five hundred fire-locks, destined for the factory 
of Azim-abad These Gurghm-qhaii wanted to stop, whilst 
Mr Amyatt insisted upon the boat’s being dismissed without 
being stopped or even searched , and to that forbearance the 
Court would not listen Aaly-hibrahim-qhan objected to the boat’s 
being stopped or visited at all He contended, “That if peace 
“ was in contemplation, there was no colour for stopping the 
“ boat , and if hostilities were in view, then he saw no great 
‘‘ harm in adding five hundread more musquets to the two thousand 
“ already in the English factory For if we can fight against two 
“ thousand,’’ said he, “ I dare say, we can as well fight against 
“ two thousand five hundred ” To this the Navvab having said 
that he wondered why nobody would say so much to Gurghin- 
qhan himself, Aaly-hibrahim-qhan answered, that if His High- 
ness’s pleasure was that so much should be said to Gurghin-qhan, it 
would prove a small affair The Navvab, a little affected by these 
words, desired Radja Nobet-ray and Aaly-hibrahim-qhan to go 
and bring Gurghin-qhan to Court, as he intended to consult him 
on this subject. The two Lords accepted the commission, and 
departed Gurghin-qhan, on hearing their errand, seemed to be 
in a passion, and said, “ My office is that of Grand-master of the 
“ artillery, and I am but a soldier , nor have I any business 
“ with consultations and politics Let His Highness consult 
“ with his friends and favourites Whenever there is war, and 
“ I am sent to stand in some post, I hope, I shall not fail to do 
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“ my duty , but as for politics, I know Dothlng of them " The 
Radja observing the violence of the man's temper, said not a 
word, but turned his eyes towards AaJy hibrahira qhan The 
Qban having chided Gurghfn qhan a little upon his ill humour, 
said these very words **Thc Navvab-aaly-djdh asks advice 
' from his Grand master of the artillery, and it appears that 
" ho never transacts business without consulting him Why then 
' does not the Grand master of the artillery give such advice as 
he thinks best for his own honour, and for Ms master's service ?" 
These words having somewhat pacihed Gurghin qhan, be turned 
himself (owar/is Aal) htbrahlm^han, and raised both bis bands, 
which he set open against each other He explained bis thought 
by this comparison or allegory “ The Navvab and the English 
said he stand nov in this mannsr that /r, they are upon a 
"par and an eyua/ityt and on the same level bui tf he does 
‘ not stand Jirm and chooses to lover his tone a little, (and 
here ho sunk his right a little) the other hand will remain 
' where it is and of course higher If on the contrary, hts 
" hand remains where it %s the English hand must fall lower, 
" and the Havvab will remain with a supenortiy on hts side 
/Is to the rest let His Highness do as he pleases , he is the 
‘ master ' The envoys returned to the Nawab with this 
answer, and they reported the whole transaction minutely but 
this opinion of the General s having put an end to all thoughts 
about pacifications, nothing was thought of now but a rupture, and 
open hoililiUes. So that Mr Amyatt finding it useless to make 
any further stay, resolved to retoro, and be took Ins leave* The 
Nawab at first wanted to keep everyone of the English, as 
hostages at last, after a deal of parley he consented to dismiss 
them all, under condition that Mr Hay should be detained at 
Monghyr, until Mirza mahmed-aaly and some other of the Nav- 
vab's officers confined at Calcutta, should be released, and upon 
their way to Monghyr , at which time be would release Mr Hay 
The latter having consented (and this consent of Ms became in 
the sequel the cause of his death), Mr Amyatt and the others 
obtained leave, and went down the nver m their boats 
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at Calcutta between Hastings and Batson — Battle of CatSa lost 
through the misintelligence that reigns amongst JlTtr-cassem*s 
Generals — Mtr-cassem deposed by the English, luho bring back 
Mir-djaafer-qhan — Mtr-cassem*s army defeated at Gheriah — 
Dissensions in Mir-cassem*s Councils-^The strong post at 
8d8a forced by the English — Gurghin-qhan, his principal 
General, murdered — All the English prisoners put to death by 
Mir-cassem’ s orders — Mir-cassem totally ruined, thinks of re- 
tiring in the VesiAs dominions — Strongly dissuaded by Mirsa- 
nedjef-qhan, one of his Commanders^Mir-cassem, surrounded 
by traitors, is promised an asylum by perfides — Revolution at 
P8raniah in favour of the English-Infamous hypocrisy of 
Mtr-suleiman, Steward and favourite of Mir-cassem’ s — Suc- 
cessful expedition in the Bundelcund by that fugitive — The 
Vestr attacks the English with an army utterly ungovernable — 
The English, in distress, retreat under the cannon of Asim- 
abad — Battle — The Vezir’s troops vigorously repulsed by 
Major Carnac — The Emperor’s negotiation with the English, 
miscarries — Dissensions between Mir-cassem and the Vezir — 
Mir-cassem, in despair, turns Fakir — He is arrested and 
stripped — Singul^ discourse between Aaly-hibrahim-qhan and 
the Vezir — Odious character of old Mir-djaafer, as well as of 
Nandecomar, his Minister — Mtr-djaafer dies _ somewhat a 
Gentoo— Major Monro, General — A regiment of Stpahees 
mutinies, and is punished — Singular behaviour of one of them, 
condemned to death— Battle of Bacsar, in which Shudja-ed- 
doula ts undone — Singular escape of Mir-cassem’ s, then a 
prisoner of State — Shudj a-ed-doula wishes fora peace — Pro- 
posals of the English— His pride greatly humbled, and his ideas 
greatly altered— Rejects the proposals— The English push on 
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the v:ar^Ucucic the fortress of Chennar gar — Are repulsed — 
Raise the siege to march up to the enetrty^The citadel of Ilah 
abad surretiifers to the English^ aiho eonquer the whole of the 
Veair s dominions“^The tatter^ joined by the Marhattty 
Malhar rJo, advances towards the English and is worsted after 
a few skirmishes— 'singular speech of Ahmed qhan bangash, to 
Shudjah ed dSula, highly honourable to the English— The garrt 
jow of Chennar surrenders to the English— The Vesir almost 
alone and without an} safe conduct goes to Major Carnads camp^ 
where he ts received with respect — The Major wins his heart — 
The Veair concludes a peace with the English— He applies to 
all his relaltons and dependants for some money, and ts refused 
by all and even by hts own mother— But ts generously assisted 
by hts consort, whom he henceforward makes depositary of all 
his savings 

Mr AmyatT finding that none of l»is proposals to the Nav 
vab had been accepted {246) and that no care had been taken to 
give him satisfaction in anything, descended to\vards Calcutta, 


(1^) It Is very urpriklsjT ud qaite muccottoUble, 1^ Uie aoUiix illUiU 
while tbotild hare oaljr bloted utd that too very coafoseiiJy at the real subject 
of dUcoateot and WSJ betweea the EofUsh and Ulr>cajse£0. To the reiy daj of 
tfae sarprlae of Patoa, or at least, as Ut« as that period, the Company’* trade the 
onlj one deemed moetloaed lo the Ffrman, orlmperlaJ Charter had been beU 
taertd bj MIr*cassem bat the Eo^Dsb who, before the battle of Palaasj bad nerer 
bad a boat load of prime trade oowcorered ail the nvers,Bod all the waters of 
Beafal with their Beets trading dutj'^e opoosuch articles as afforded a certain 
aobristeoce to a moltitade of Dethres, and a large rerenae to the Corennnent 
CuUxuD^MUses such as tobacco^ salt, beetle not, grain &c See. an exemptios 
which by annalhag the trade of the natire*, gave a mortal stab to the finances of 
'Government Nor were the moderate English themialres, averse from achoowledg* 

^ ing the Navrab s supremacy on that private trade of theirs, so lately set up {and 
sneb were Vanslttart and Hasting who OMtesded that, al the time of the Imperial 
Charter and for ages after not one boat of private Engllsb trade having had an 
existence in the country tbst artido of course was ont of ail questloa ted that 
the least that the Coundl could do, In justice to their owners, and to the Nawab, 
was to avoid, by all means lavolringthe nation In a warfor such private concerns 
it being safer and better to accept that license for private trade, as a favonr from 
Government or rather from the present complexioa of the times, and to pay duty 
accordingly Such an exteoaloo of the obvions aense of the Frrmofi, andeotly 
given in favour of the EngUsb was certainly a great condesceoslon, as It ptrt those 
foreigners upon a footing with the natives themselves. The fact is, howsver thst 
In reality and with the coodHioo, it appearance sabmltted to by Vansittart, bat la 
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extremely discontented and mortified at the success of his em- 
bassy, but he had the attention to inform Mr Ejlis, that as 
no agreement had taken place between 4^^ English and the 
Navvab, the consequence would be a rupture with hostilities Be 

reality anne'^ed thereto by that Governor, the English had a complete advantage 
over the natives For, whilst these were liable to that infinity of small duties and 
stoppages over the waters of Bengal, (duties, which independently of the stoppages, 
amounted altogether to full 25 per cent) the English themselves were only to paj*io 
percent for once and all, and that duty once paid, their boats were exempted 
from all further stoppages and searches an exemption which cannot be rated 
at less than ten per cent more , so that whilst the Company’s public trade remain- * 
ed free, boundless, and sacred, the private trade of their servant, which to that 
day had never existed, was admitted as lawful under the single duty of ten per cent , 
which ten percent would, in time, become only nominal 

Nothing can give a better insight into the temper of the English of those 
times, and of Mir-cassem qhan’s subtle and extensive genius in particular, than the 
following fact, which I find but slightly mentioned in all the papers of those times, 
or that are relative to that period The Navvab, to get rid of the persecutions of 
the English on their private trade, at once took to the bold and comprehensive 
expedient of publishing all over Bengal, a general abolition of all Custom-houses , 
tolls, and fees , and of granting a general indiscriminate exemption to all traders 
whatsoever Could anything be fairer with regard to the English ? You want only 
to pay but a small duty at Hoogly, Dacca, Patna &c , &c , 1 grant your demand, 
and add a great deal more Pay none at all I have supresscd all duties whatevei 
all over Bengal , nor does there exist now a single object for our quarrelling to-' 
gether Here the Nawab suspected that the general exemption would infallibly 
favour only his own subjects, who living and subsisting so much on a lower scale 
than the English, would infallibly undersell them in all the markets, and of course 
expel them from everywhere But this was at once guessed by the English of 
those times , who, in full Council, had the front to contend, that in order to comply 
fully with the sense and spirit of their Ferman, or charter, the Nawab ought to free 
all English trade, (to wit, their private trade, as an exemption for the Company’s 
trade was admitted on all hands) to free it, / say, from all duty and all shackles 
whatever, whilst he should be bound to continue them on his own subjects An 
extravagant and tyrannically absurd proposition is this ! That a Sovereign Prince 
should have no right to grant to his own subjects, an exemption claimed, and at 
last obtained, by foreigners Vansittart and Hastings contended, that it was 
unworthy the dignity of the English Government, to make such a proposal, and 
shocking to go to war for it Batson and Johnstone, with Amyatt and his party, 
seriously contended that the Navvab had not such a right, and it was because 
Vansittart and Hastings declared they could not think of setting down such a 
proposal, that the latter was saluted with the atrocious sarcasm That such a 
reluctance, and such an objection, would suit better a vakeel or agent of the Nav- 
vab' s, than a Member of this Board As if by law and charter, as well as by con- 
venience, every" Member of such a Board had been under an absolute obligation of 
being extravagantly absurd, and tyrannically overbearing , of arrogating every 


ihtreforc said he, upon )our guard tn matters of var and do 

not fail to stue sued an opportunity as may offer As Mr Ellis 
himself had his heart full against the Nasvab, and he reckone 
It for certain, that on M r Amyalt’s making his report to the 

UJ.amU«msd«,Zu)d«rt"a«'«rthta*to<uh«.llu^ K ol t«npB=| 

foot tluinwrtolrtliHUaod mart 

n,U »u tho «UU of tUop for tfklcli Vamilurt aod Hudop coolo^ 
mu th. cos. of that .tooklog frwj -Wd, tlppcnod to 

omorwUoMSorBtliodtiU™ tie tkal of «n m. cooooil 

TU.co»d«eMiooofmdr.p«tl«toUutcalumor uoolrtr.^ 

JJ^ofto mo« tuna, w u llirj lud »jd licin»jTB to Mlr.^ f« 
LolT-twD Uadf mpoal > «■" *>ikl. dta aU, Ubnt ono-lonit). of llio» 

priodlTtortonea wWch « have boo a. olu. dor. tSat lto« 8 "* ““^ ^ 

^^mLiocootoododforw toaroaU. a abmlaloo (a.d toor 
mornolra tepW had coMUoU/ “J"'" 

oT^ato* 000000.00- -a. braododwlU. aooh b. atrooJou, '“P"^ 

.rt thoa. two men -ont to Europe to todrEeaol droumataooea. Ilaittap -« 
poor UteiaUrao aod Vandltart -u far from Wog rich. Nloeottto 

not be deemed a fortooe for a mao. -bo bad broogbt a lac Into Bengal and bad 
for four jeaii together miiojed a aalar). of t-o laa aed.amall 

All tb«e rnmen wtre kooini to » fewattJutiroo but thiy cams loll/ to 
Hrbt wh« V*Ji«ltUrt Uod.d i 8 EogUod, tod who twoUed by *a ioloity of 
cjnninkJb w*^ Dlrecton aademtod, «d wlOi tban tho whole luUoot 
that what AmytU-t pirty la ill thdr pebUe od priraU Irtim. ccMtteUy called 
the EfigUsk tfdt wu oodOaf eUe Ihaa the /nfei# tr^d* of their own party *et 

npthoeefwir or fire year! put. 

ft irnut be»ddod,thit oothlag wti owre coaunoo thtn, thifl to leo EugUlh 
a«aU of til colourt tad deaendoatUioa, (tod they jwtrmed then In evaj part ol 
BeagtlJ Uka up the firm of a towt mart. Tillage, or district hoist op the BagUih 
fleg OQ It of their own pnrate aatborfty pay to the Navrab laob a rent aj they 
cbose to part wHh, keep tha reft to themaalTet. and act moanwhJIo as the meat 
reJentJew, rapaefouJ tyrtots, aettiog at defianca the Narrab^f authority smiywhere, 
aad la trtrj Inatanca. Nor are afl these allegations a ralo dcclamatioa As soon 
at the SogUih themselvei beama marters of the country and took poSMtsfoo of 
h in tbeh own names, the orlU to much complalnad of by the Navrtb as onsoffar 
thlo, harlof come home to themselTC*. they firrt of all iboUshed all exemption of 
dntiei, as granted cuicoto thair own serrtoti that Is, they aboIUhnd, as Sorerelgns 
ths rery sxemptioo for which they had. gone to war as merchaatij and eren this 
law hsTing prorsd fax from adequate to the erO, tha Company’s sarrants, or tbtfr 
dependants, baring It In thmr power to erado Its oporatiooi In a thousand ohrious 
ways, the hatchet at last waa brought forth, and put to the root of tha tree. Their 
semnts were strfcdy fortriddeo from tradlog dfredly or ImflrecUy la tha fnUnd 
coofitiy In any article whatffrer and etrkt lojiioclioos were gtreo to the Co rme ors 
in India, for prerentiog thair baiag concerned as farmers or lessees of any doty 
town, Tillage, or dlitrlct, whatorer nor ba^thosa two laws snrere as they art 
prodnead a complata effect, although they hareigone far that way 
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Counsellors of their party, now the majority of Calcutta, the 
Council would not fail to declare war against that Prince, and to 
make every effort to drive him out of his dominions , he on his 
side prepared himself underhand for the event , and being certain 
of the day on which Mr Amyatt had departed from Monghyr, 
he, by calculating in how many days more he might be out of the 
reach of the Navvab’s forces, rightly concluded that he must be 
now arrived in Calcutta ; and he resolved on such a conclusidb, 
to attack Mir-mehdi-qhan, and to surprise the city of Azim-abad, 
where that officer commanded. A short note was, therefore, 
written to Major Carstairs, who was at the head of a|l the English 
troops in the environs, to desire his managing in such a manner, 
as that his people should all be assembled at the English factory 
in the evening, in order to assault the gates of the city at day- 
break. He, at the same time, prepared a number of ladders of 
bamboo, (247) and of wood , and he wrote to Doctor Fullarton, 
who lived in the middle of the city, to desire his attendance 
The Doctor, who new nothing of the scheme, obeyed the 
order , but, on being arrived at the factory, he soon saw what 
was going forward Of all these preparatives, the Governor, 
Mir-mehdy-qhan, was completely ignorant He lived in the 
citadel, which is at the other extremity of the city, and was 
actually fast asleep at the moment of the attack, and, as to the 
garrison and the troops destined to watch the walls of the city, 
everyone of them, in compliance with that inveterate custom of 
neglect and supineness that has now taken place in these countries, 
and to which people never fail to conform themselves, was either 
-unarmed and fast asleep upon the walls, or living unconcernedly 
in his own home , insomuch, that there was hardly a man to 
oppose some defence, whether officer or soldier The English, 


(247) The bamboo, called bhanss by the natives, seems to be admirably fitted 
by nature for a ladder, there being nothing of its lightness so strong and so tough, 
as that reed A bamboo of 100 feet in length, upon five or six inches in diameter, 
at the bottom , or of 130 feet m length, upon seven or eight m diameter, at the 
bottom, (and we have seen and measured such bamboos) may be easily carried by 
one weak man This blessing, which has been denied to our whole Continent, has 
been plentifully bestowed on all the countries from the Indus to China, and to the 
ocean This singular production, by its root and knots, resembles a reed , and by 
its leaf, loftiness, and branching out, resembles a tree It is the transition between 
the reed kind and the tree kind, 




’ setting out ot their factory at the naing of the morning star, applied 
their ladders to that tower which was dose to Mir abdoUah's 
house, and to the English factory, and got silently and courage 
ously upon the wall ft was on a Friday morning, the rath of 
D 1763 the month Zilhid), in the year of the Hegira 1176 The lew 
soldiers of the garrison, who on atxount of the neighbourhood of 
the English factory, appeared to be still there, having taken to 
their arms, wounded some Hnglbh and Talingas, and then fled 
so that the English were left masters of the ramparts, and the> 
descended in two bodies within the city directing their march 
towards the ritadcl One body advanced firing, along the mam 
street and the several markets and the other marched along the 
catra and the street of the Divan s quarter, finng all the way 
occasionally Mir mchdi qhan and the other officers, awakened 
from their sleep and aupmeness by the report of tlie cannon and 
musquetry assembled what troops thej could in that moment of 
surprise and trepidation and, half asleep they advanced to oppose 
the enemy, whom they met at the head of the street Corhatta, 
and there as soon as the English had fired a volley amongst 
them with a few grape shot, which wounded Mabmed atnin qhan, 
ivlth many others, the rest lost courage and fled leaving Mir 
mebdy qhan and Sbeb bereket aaly, and Mir mahmed amm 
qhan with the shame of so sadden a defeat The latter, in 
de6i>air of such a disgrace fled towards the Eastern gatp, and 
wanted to go to Monghyr Sbeh bereket aaly confounded at 
this sudden revolution made the best of his way towards the 
Kani 8 wicket and fled a/ong the water side without knowing 
whither he was going But Mahmed amm although wounded, 
repaired to the Chehel sStSn, (a budding of stone, raised by the 
Zln eddin-abmed qhan) shut up the gate, and with the few 
nmm, aad followers he could muster on so sudden an emergency, he pre 
pared to defend hiniBClf At the same time the Gentoo Colonel, 
'!•)' Laal amg, having assembled his people, shut up the gate of the 
Citadel and commenced firing, resolved to stand hn ground 
The same resolution was also taken in the Chehel s8t8n, from 
whence balls now commenced raining on all sides 

We have said tliat the English left in possession of the 

walls had spread themselves all over the city and its ramparts, 
from the Western, up to the Eastern gate nor was any 
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appearance of resistance to be seqn anywhere, but at the citadel ^ 
and at the Chehel-s8t8n , all the rest being taken possession of 
b) the English, and as far as twelve o’clock, their Talingas, 
together with their harcaras and looch-chas,(248) who had dis- 
persed themselves everywhere, leisurely plundered the houses 
of the citizens, without leaving m some of them so much as a 
bit of straw a treatment the more strange, as it had never been 
experienced from any English army Mir-medhi-qhan, the Gfov- 
ernor, was all this while on his way to Monghyr, and he had 
already reached Fatwa,(249) when he was met there by a body 
of troops that had been sent from Monghyr to support him, and 
to re-inforce his garrison The Commanders of those troops, 
without minding the condition in which they saw Mehdi-qhan, 
attended only to what they heard of the resistance at the citadel, 
and at the Chehel-s8t8n, and forthwith they resolved to recover 
the city out of the hands of the English Instantly they set out, 
marched expeditiously, and taking their route by the water-side, 
they in a couple of hours arrived at the foot of the tower called, 
the Seyds, where they suddenly made their appearance It was 
at the Eastern gate, which they prepared to assault directly The 
English, without being dismayed, opened the gate, placed two 
pieces of cannon upon the bridge that crossed the fosse, and rang- 
ing themselves in a line, they prepared to receue the enemy 
It must be observed, that Mir-nasser, who commanded the rocket- 
men, having outmarched General Marcar, the Armenian, was 
already arrived at Fatwa, with his tw’o colleagues, Djaafer-qhan, 
and Aalem-qhan, from whence he had brought back the Governor 
of the city These officers having put themselves at the head of 
their men, attacked the English with a discharge of rockets and 
musquetry, and instantly broke their line The English retreated , 
but being disheartened by their loss, they thrust an iron needle into 
the tpuch-hole of each of the two guns, and dispersed for their 
lives The Governor, animated by this success, exhorted the 
three Commanders that were with him, to make use of the 

(248) Such IS the name given to a rabble, without house or home, and even 
without any precise calling They follow armies, and subsist by rapine and plunder, 
whenever they can , and whenever they dare not, by begging, cutting grass for the 
cavalry, or bringing fuel-wood , 

(249) Fatwa IS a town at four cosses from Azim-abad to Patna, with a bridge 
over the Poon-poon, a muddy deep river, that falls beloyv it in the Ganga 

S. M. VOL. 11 — 60. 



occMion, and to pursue hotly, and this pursuit bad a full effect 
On bearing' of this disaster of the English, even the other troops, 
that \\cre jet stationed on the towers and ramparts, were 
confounded, lost their wonted firmness, and fled on all sides 
Victory declared for Mir cassem*qban's people, and the ramparts 
and tow ers were cleared and recovered in one and the same day 
The dispersed English quitted the dty, and assembled again 
otHhclr factory, which they put m a state of defence , whilst the 
enemy lodging themselves on the tower opposite to it, and on 
the berme which reigns aboat the Birbanna small gate, commenc 
cd pouring a hot fin. The English finding themselves too much 
exposed to it resolved with Mr ElIU at their head, to quit the 
place, and, in the night time, they resolved to retreat to Bank) 
poor, (350) their old encampment but this was put out of their 
power Mofcar the Armenian arriving at this time with six 
regiments of disciplined Talingas and eight field pieced joined 
the Governor and the others, and determiaed to pursue the English 
at day break But Mr Ellb who liad now lost all courage not 
choosing to stand his ground even there, resolved to fly farther 
as far as Cbapra, by water, and from thence to cross the SerdjS 
which is the boundary of the two Soobahs, or provinces, intend 
ing to take shelter in Shudjah ed ddola’s dominions bnt even 
that could not be ejected One Ram nedy Fodjdar of the dis 
tnct of Sarun an ungrateful Beogaly, who owed much to the 
English had the coufidence to attack the fugitives whilst Sumro 
with some regiments of Talingas, crossed over from Baesar to 
support him This sight having totally daunted Mr Ellis and his 
followers, the English, who were now quite dispuited, or rather 
had been overtaken by their fate, thought proper to surrender 
prisoners, although they had sUU three battalions of Talingas, 
and might have done many things. Intelligence of this success 
having reached the Nawab It raised his pnde to a be^t, and 

U50) Tho *nthcr betraji bore aod tbsre macb neglect ebcut /i -nr , wUch Eo 
bt 4 It Id hb power to ioTotifets foUy pr eUe, he laem* etrangdy prejoilleed 
igiiaft the AiroenUia io gecereL It wn Mercer who propoeed attecking the 
Sogliib, wJtboot glrlog them dme to Exeethe, Thli Aroeniaa tuul eerved In Hol- 
Und, ead Io more then oo« ooceeks hes epprored hinmlf powMd of a wy 
fnOnentqaeUficetioa In m General laHng bb party toddealy in wddan emtrgoeKdefc 
HebnowlnCalcatta,nh*btUgapo« th« twaorobmeo of bb countrymen Ht 
b a waU looUDf, iqaere-»et oijlqj ^tyitrosg 
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gave much additional strength to Gurghm-qhan’s influence and 
credit It was noon-day when he had received intelligence of 
the English having seized the city of Azim-abad, and expelled 
Mehdy-qhan , and such an intelligence had nearly killed him ; 
when lo > about twelve hours after, in the middle of the night, 
another letter came, that mentioned how the Governor, having 
been met by the re-inforcement intended for his garrison, had 
put himself at the head of those troops, and had recovered** the 
city with a great slaughter of the English This sudden intelligence 
rcMved the Navvab’s spirits The Navvab’s soul, which was just 
going to quit his body, recovered its seat, and gave him a new 
life It was now past midnight Instantly he ordered the mili- 
tary music to strike up, and its sound awakened the whole town 
of IMongh^r As soon as it was day-break, everyone of those 
m his service made haste to offer their congratulations , and the 
gates of the public hall being set open, he received the nuzzurs 
and compliments of his whole Court It happened, that as Mir- 
abdollah was still at Monghyr, from whence the Navvab had not 
given him leave to return to Azim-abad, lest his friendship with 
the English might prompt him to introduce them into that city 
through his house, which was close to the walls, I took him with 
me, and we went together to pay our respects, and to offer our 
nuzzurs to the Navvab This Prince, fixing his eyes upon Mir- 
abdollah, spoke these very words Pray, did you not say, that 
the English could eat men alive at one mouthful, and that no one 
could stand tn their presence ? Turning then towards me, he 
added Your friend, the Doctor, can use his friends very til, 
in a very strange manner, indeed He has introduced troops 
secretly through his house, and it is he that has given rise 
to those disturbances, which you have doubtless heard of “ And 
“ who am I, my Lord Navvab,” answered I quickly, “ to be so 
* ” great a friend of theirs ? The Doctor was an acquaintance of 
“your Highness, and your friend; and it becomes us, your 
“ servants, to be friends of their master’s friends, as well as 
“ enemies to his enemies If the Doctor be your friend, his friend 
“ I am from that moment, and if he be your enemy, I become 
“ his mortal enemy likewise, from that moment ” The Navvab 
made no reply ; but, at the end of the public audience, he wrote 
circular letters throughout his dominions, by which he informed 
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occasion, and to ptirsuc hotly , and this pursuit had a lull eflcct 
On beann^ of this disaster of the English, even the other troops, 
that were yef stationed on the towers and rampaTts, were 
confounded, lost their wonted firmness, and fled on ail sides 
Victory declared for Mlr-casscm-qhan'i people, and the ramparts 
and towers were cleared and recovered In one and the same day 
The dispersed English quitted the dty, and assembled again 
af'their factory, which they pat m a state of defence, whilst the 
enemy lodging themselves on the toner opposite to it, and on 
the bermc which reigns about the Birbanna small gate, comracnc 
cd pouring a tot fire. The Eogbsh finding themselves too much 
exposed to it resolved, with Mr Ellis at their head, to quit tbr 
place and, in the night time, they resolved to retreat to Bank) 
poor, (250) their old encampment but this was put out of their 
power Marcar the Armenian arrmog at this time with su 
regiments of disciplined Talingas and eight field pieces joined 
the Governor and the others, and determined to pursue the English 
at day break But Mr Ellis, who had now lost all courage, not 
choosing to stand his ground even there resolved to /!> farther, 
os tar as Cbapra, by nater, and from thence to Cfost the SerdjS 
nbich Is the boundary of the two Soobahs, or provinces intend 
mg to take shelter In Sbudjafa ed d&ulas dominiook bat even 
that could not be effected. One Ram nedy, Fodjdar of the dis 
trict of Sanin, an ungrateful Bcngaly, who oned mucli to the 
English, bad the confidence to attack the fugitives, n hilst Sumro 
with some regiments of Tahngts, crossed over from Baesar to 
support him This sight having totally daunted Ur ElUa and his 
followers, the English who were now quite dispintcd, or rather 
had been overtaken by their fete thought proper to surrender 
prisoners, altbou^ they bad sUll three battalioni of Talingas, 
and might have done many things. Intelligence of this success 
having reached the Navrtib it raised tus pnde to a height, and 


(350) The Mthor betnj# here ud Umt* mocjj JUflect aboat which be 

h.d U in hi* power to bm^ignte hJly or el«, bo pr.|adi«d 

igalQ^ tU U geo«»L It wu Utrox who propowd nUwklag the 

HnalUli, wftlHxU^agn»en3UoMtob«i^ TUiArmenkntndwrredlnHoi- 
Ued, .nd In mow than on. occuIqb •ppeored hbjmll pommed 0 / « mr 

““ ■-««><»“ IJ* H. 

» • well looWof^ nos ; nry ttroag 
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gave much additional strength to Gurghin-qhan’s influence and 
credit It was noon-day when he had received intelligence of 
the English having seized the city of Azim-abad, and expelled 
Mehdy-qhan , and such an intelligence had nearly killed him ; 
when lo ' about twelve hours after, in the middle of the night, 
another letter came, that mentioned how the Governor, having 
been met by the re-mforcement intended for his garrison, had 
put himself at the head of those troops, and had recovered* the 
city with a gi eat slaughter of the English This sudden intelligence 
revived the Navvab’s spirits The Nawab’s soul, which was just 
going to quit his body, recovered its seat, and gave him a new 
life It was now past midnight. Instantly he ordered the mili- 
tary music to strike up, and its sound awakened the whole town 
of Monghyr As soon as it was day-break, everyone of those 
in his service made haste to offer their congratulations , and the 
gates of the public hall being set open, he received the nuzzurs 
and compliments of his whole Court. It happened, that as Mir- 
abdollah was still at Monghyr, from whence the Navvab had not 
given him leave to return to Azim-abad, lest his friendship with 
the English might prompt him to introduce them into that city 
through his house, which was close to the walls, 1 took him with 
me, and we went together to pay our respects, and to offer our 
nuzzurs to the Navvab This Prince, fixing his eyes upon Mir- 
abdollah, spoke these very words Pray, did you not say, that 
the English could eat men alive at one mouthful^ and that no one 
could stand in their presence ? Turning then towards me, he 
added Your friend, the Doctor, can use his .friends very^tll, 
in a very strange manner, indeed He has introduced troops 
secretly through his house, and it is he that has given rise 
to those disturbances, which you have doubtless heard of “ And 
“ who am I, my Lord Navvab,” answered I quickly, “ to be so 
great a friend of theirs ? , The Doctor was an acquaintance of 
“ your Highness, and your friend *, and it becomes us, your 
“ servants, to be friends of their master’s friends, as well as 
” enemies to his enemies If the Doctor be your friend, his friend 
“lam from that moment ; and if he be your enemy, I iDecome 
“ his mortal enemy likewise, from that moment ” The Navvab 
made no reply , but, at the end of the public audience, he wrote 
circular letters throughout his dominions, by- which he informed 



THE sfeiR 


476 

his officers of this event, and gave them notice of the rupture 

between him and the English, as ivcli as of the proofs they had 

furnished of their hatred and enmity to him , commanding them 
at the same time to put those pcrfidcs to the sword wherever 
they should find them ft fs uncertain whether he may have 
compnacd m this order, Mr Amyatt himscU, with all those of his 
' retinue , or whether those that kdlcd that il! fated man, availed 

themselves of the generai order, arrived at MSrshSd ahad.'(35*) 
This much is certain that ho was surrounded by Mabmcddaky 
qhan s people and by those of Shcb savar beg, who hacked bitn 
to pieces, with all the other English on board although he made 
cntreatits for Ms being sent alive to their master But those 
impudent wretches proved deaf to hU pra)er8 and cutting hu 
head off, they sent it to the Nawab This event happened on a 
Thursday, the i8th of Zllbidj, in the year 1 176, of the Hegira, the 
very day when according to a general report the English factory 
at Cassira bazar had been plundered by the Nawab 5 people 

Mir-cassem-<iban convinced now that all was over with the 
English, and that there was no other party to take with them but 
that of war sent a large detachment under three Commanders to 
D lyfis- MSrshSd-abad with orders to oppose the English jointly with 
Mabmed taky qhan who had instmctioos to eJTect a junction 

(351) ' 7 bAt to Odflk of Oils eanaOr* of our toOior's, but that b* was tb«D 
far freca the hCeiM of setfoo, or pouiblj wrerU narrative some j«ars taler t 
Tbe \«TYibs order botng to sead ArDyaU wHb bU reliauc to Mongbjr Mabmed 
taky-qban betook blmself to tbe folfosHof expedlest, to exernte the commissicui 
with usa, aod whboDt tooralt BoJof than aiicamped on the Baaraty between 
U 8 nbSd-«bad aod CasUmbasar as soon as tb« boats were descried, ho sent hU 
friaod and ataward, Aga^ytoork, to loelto Ain>att to an entertainment Am^aU 
excosad hioiMh, and cootia ce d posbloi' In tfaa middla of tbo streun Another 
mamge was sent by a panoo of stUI grealA- consequence who represented, that 
the entertamiDcnt beici^ ready tbo Genera] woold think himself aggneTed by the 
dlsappointineDt Atnjart haHng agaio eacuaed himself tho envoy returned and, 
on bts Undjof th# boat m« wow hailed from share, and frdrrtJ to briaf to. 
This order wss answered by two ontakc 4 balls and than by a voJIey which h^og 
answered Erom short, the boats »ara immediately boarded aod soch a sc«oe of 
ilanghtCT eoiTwd, as Is hardly tohe describwl , aa Amyatt, by hb rtcnnU Instif*. 
tioos, aa weU as by his very bang^ty tmupar was rapeted the aothor o£ tU nrptare 
All them partiailam I know from the report then generalt from Ajwaly who 
has b«n my friend and nalfhboar for foil aixtaenymrs from the SacreOry and 

-wraataeftbaGeoet.]. mid lastly from thr« worn®, from amongst the fir. 
a^ of daoce-gWs that had been aaseahlad oa tha occacoa 
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«ith them , and, after having received whatever he should want 
from Seyd-mahmed-qhan, the Deputy Governor of that city, o 
idvance to Palassy, and Catwa, in order to be at hand to 
the English, whenever they should come out of Calcutta This 
detachment was commanded by Djaafer-qhan, Aalem-qhan, and 
Mir-hdibet-ollah On this order, Mahmed-taky-qhan quitted 
Birbohom, at the head of the troops he had trained, and he en- 
camped at Catwa * 

So unexpected a catastrophe, and so sudden a change, 
could not fail of exciting a great ferment at Calcutta. Governor 
Vansittart, disappointed and confounded beyond measure, wrote 
a threatening letter to Seyd-mahmed-qhan, to inquire how the 
murder of that unfortunate man had come to be perpetrated 
almost under his eyes The letter, amongst other matters, con- 
tained these verses of the poet’s — 

“ Amidst all the dissensions of mighty Kings and proud Sovereigns, 

“ We never heard that any injury has been offered to an embassador ” 

The purport of the letter was this “ That if the murder had 
“ been perpetrated by his own management, or that of his depend- 
“ ants, the punishing of it would, of course, be entered on his 
“ and their account, but that if it had been done by orders from 
“ their master, then let us see,” said the writer, “ what the Su- 
preme Disposer of events shall bring to pass between the English 
and the Navvab ” As soon as the letter was dispatched, the 
Counsellors of Calcutta, all incensed to the highest degree, assem- 
bled in the Council chamber , and after several dialogues of the 
most mdammatory kind, they accused Vansittart, as being Mir- 
cassem-qhan’s patron and protector , but as the latter happened to 
be out of order that day, and absent, Mr Hushtm, a Member, with 
whom he had but one heart and one tongue, was desired to maTce 
an apology in his name, to the Council assembled, and to speak in 
his stead But, on his taking his seat, and making the apology, the 
other Counsellors, already alienated, at' once attributed this ab- 
sence to the Governor’s consciousness, ‘and to his sense of shame 
They loaded him with the bitterest reproaches , and, as they had 
come with full intention to declare war, and seemed ei^ceedipgly 
passionate and out of temper,^ they forgot themselves so far, as to 
drop some improper expressions highly injurious to the Governor 
an Mr. Hushtm The latter, otherwise a veiy quiet min, lyqul^ 
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not put ap with such exprcstion* and high words of mutual re 
pToach passed between him and Mr Batson (253) Vansittart no 
sooner beard of this dispute, than he hastened to the Council in 
the very undress, and in that weak state of body, in which he 
happened to be and, taking hts scat, he asked them what they 
wished to be done and what was their pleasure? The answer 
he recei'^ed ivas unanimous, Tho^e men who all along bad 
been so closely linked with his opposers who were no less 
Incensed against their own Governor, than against the Navvab 
and, whose wounds had been lately besprinkled with salt, by 
Amyatt s myrder and Ellis s captivity those men exclaimed out 
with one voice and all without minding either time or person 
daraoared aloud that their only wish was to revenge Mr Amyatts 
death on Mir-cassem it peraoa, and to punish that vindictive man 
for bis cmelty tn a ftcenc of so much violence and animosity 
Vansittart had the presence of mind to preserve his temper He 


If vn rtmciait*r iba Mtbw tu> c£anmhi»d hue as ajucbroNbm 

ot*om« ovontiu. A* p»»a a* oewt c*m« to Cata rt ta, thai the Navrab to rid 
UoMtf of tho axoehiuot dsmsod* of tb« who iubUd on ta soQmhed 

freadoa of tn«Uag ewywfaar* aod tn omy article, dotf tree (sot esoeprtof frsla, 
««te, toburo. sod beetie^ot, warn wlucb tbty had aerer dared to meddle writb) 
that the Sarrah t aay bad oofoe to tb« rcacluOoo of qaajitlog tb« whole differ* 
eace at ooce, bf vubliabiog a uua) freedom 0/ doty (or all boats wbatover of irbat 


oaiioo or deoomiiutJoa roarer the Ccwedl of Caievtta, bow compoMid almost 
totalJf of Amyatft party aoembltd, aod rigorous)/ ob/acted to that Ballezlted 
freedom, fraaied to all oattona, aa belof of « oatu/e to wnwj? the Eo^Uab tr»de, 
(tbia bemx the cant wool} and U mcaot the Compaa/a treda, which, by the bye, 
Ma totally uocoocaroed ia the diffarent »bd Ua coua^cneex The/ thal 

tuch an oallmlud eaemptioo »raa contrar/ to Ibe Jmereata of the aatJctt, as a«U as 
to the aplrit of tholr Farmae, naiaaf ha caitHmJud U axaet ri^arvus duhas am his 
rwm tuhjacU and an all faraxsnatt, Uaving at tka uma time an nniimtUtd /rttdaaa 

fn€Tythi,tlku,inlittTTyi»EHtiuk fof Tll.ptrtm.Joo Hmdc wiUi Jnu« 


mmt bolh VmJttwt, md Wunn HuUiji, ohJch I.Um tbm 11. p ouofmj 
JJrtnb^r oj lie Cotmea. H. olsmTod, Uirt them wm *. ertm •fremstm/terefitnt 

dnuff^ t. Us ^td, 

T U. Qbrt aTrtJoD ulm op 1, Stmtak. Brtmo who, Io«o.d of refoUoi; h, 
mrtrewJ that, 8 itch . rtflmtJoti bocam. moch better the egeet of the Nevertt e 
thmeMenbrtof thb Boeri HmUeg. eepUotl, Thet ooee hot rmmf.e...« 
ieUemi.Jmo^’' Th. peodoorti e blow hot the, were moo petted, 
lo the TOlog Hmdeg. ue>t s chejleeg. to Brteoe Th. pwtje. toel th., fought 

nej both mlertd theft uttegooltt. The emootb uitetpoeod, h, mgeglog Brtmo to 

P" •» rtrf to,!., t«coamo»Wrt,da 
hotrtl .gteri thrt.chrtkogertm 
aeet by HaaUop, gad that coaoeasiooa were marfa by Bataon 
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produced a note, m which he observed, “ That Mr. ; Ellis, with a 
“ multitude of Englishmen, officers, civilians, and- soldiers, being 
in Mir.cassem’s power, no doubt could be entertained, but all 
these unfortunate men would be made away with, the moment the 
» Navvab should know for certain that an army had come out of 
“ Calcutta for his rum Is it not then proper and prudent, added 
the Governor, to endeavour to live upon some terms with that 
'' merciless, sanguinary man, until the prisoners can be r^- 
“ covered out of his hands ^ After which, it would be time to 
” proceed on projects of war and revenge ” This reasonable 
speech made no effect , and, as the Counsellors greatly suspected 
their Governor, and thought themselves so certain of his being 
Mir-cassein’s protector, that they ascribed to artifice and to 
design the temporising party he had just now proposed , they 
rose up in the utmost violence of passion, and taking the paper 
on winch Vansittart had written his proposal, they added at the 
bottom of it, That were all the prisoners to a man killed ky 
Mir-cassemt they would not for a moment recede from their 
proposed revenge^ or ever come to terms of accommodation with 
him After saying so much, they all put their names to it 
The Governor having perused the paper, which proved in the 
sequel the main voucher that cleared his character, folded it 


down, and put it in his pocket He added, that now that their 
party was taken, it was incumbent upon them all to go immediate- 
ly to Mir-djaafer-qhan’s lodgings, in order to proclaim that 
Prince, as enthroned in Mir-cassem's stead , after which, ,it 
would be expedient to send him up to Moorshoodabad with the 
English army This said, he got up, and taking all the Members 


with him, he went to Mir-djaafer-qhan's, and offered him the 
Sovereignty of Bengal, and the services of the English forces. 
The Navvab, after some conversation on the subject, (253^ con- 
sented to resume the Sovereignty, but it was under several 


conditions and these with several respective stipulations were 
set to writing, and confirmed by oaths on both sides A’ fevv 

(253) It IS a fact, well known, that a few hours after the visit, several people of 
the better sort both English and natives, affirmed that on the Governor’s going away 
he wished the old Navvab joy, for, or as the Persian has it, he gave htm the good 
v>vndo/tI^Soverergnty of Bengal M:^h obhged to you, answered the old man 

a>id in return I give you the good wind of several hundreds of Engluh made 
prisoners, or massacred 



days after, the EnglUb army having made all its preparatives, 
corac out of Calcutta, and marched against Mir casicra qhau (^54) 
whose fortune, from that inomcnt, >cemed to \crgc to its 
dedme, notwithstanding the considerable adv'aiitai.c he had 
gamed over Mr Ellis. 

This unfortunate man was now sent to Monghyr, with all 
his followers, and all the artillery arms, and cfTccU that iiad 
been taken, either in the hclory or in camp, or at Back) p3r 
and the Navvab made him over to Ferhad aaly s care, but took 
the soldiers and other people uadcr hrs own management, after 
having coa 5 aed them in a place adjoining his owm palace As 
to the other English seircd all over the countr) and whom he 
bad ordered to be put to the sword cicr)uhcfe the order was 
not literally executed for numbers of them were spared, and 
their fate remained m suspense, until the Navvabt people 
hading that the English army was acquiring a superiority, dis 
missed everyone o{ them underhand but some of the Nawab a 
ofRcers, who lived far towards the east, and at a distance from 
the English army, sxecated the order rigorously, and like men 
blinded by fate they put their uafortonate prisoners to death 
As to those conhoed at Monghyr they were all under the core 
ol Sheh lerhad»aaly and Gurghlo qhan and \\*alcKed with the 
greatest attention One day Doctor Follarton who was one of 
them, sent me \vord requesting m> interest with the Nawab as 
he suffered hardships m con&nement. The man bad certainly a 
right to avail himself of ray credit, such as it was not only as 
being my parbcolar fnend but also as having coDhrred ia\ourt 
upon me in his time and rendered me important services , it 
even betamc a piece of policy la me to speak in his behalf as I 
doubted not but the Nawab was by IbU tune informed that the 
Docior‘8 mao bad been mtb me and it was certaw that unless 
1 prevented bis suspicion*, by mformlng him of the motive of 

(154) Thisunoj wtkh dW oot imoupt to a tijcnmad bcslifay Sngfiih, wa* 
cctfWMaded hj Mijof Adams, aod asdor hloj, by U*Jor Caroic \ aod as p«»ooU 
aoeedota* irflj girt a tboniB^lj 00 t 4 « tamper «rf tlw« times, tbow two 

CommaiKlem, wbo had that day dtoed at U»* bcmie of a coaaldarabla marchant 
(Mr BeaunJoct) haring ^ op hmB*dlai*)f after tie dessert, shook head* with 
the coffipaoy aod theq uxmpt tbemaalra, protertim il>»l « *rar they 

bmi kirouldU after harlDgfiinyrtTaagedthaHntlUhcatiBi. After this aoimal 

hsg mxaf thty sat oat tofother for tb« arm/ 
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the message, he would make a mighty affair of rf.' 1 

went to Court, and supplicated that Prince on the Doctor s behalf, 
explaining my own case wt the same time. / have no ' objection, 
e->.\&l\iettte.'i'i&'o,to yourinterference ; it is for a friend. There 
IS no harm in yonr taking notice of his distress at such a time 
as this. The Navvab spoke this indeed, but it was from the hp . 
outwards , for he thereby reflected obliquely on my connections 
with the English I answered, “ My Lord Navvab, the Doctor 
“ is still more a friend of your Highness than he is of mine, 
“and you were studious to oblige him. It is for that reason, I 
“ have supplicated you in his behalf Please your Highness to 
“inform me what favour you choose to confer '^ipon him, that 
“ I may act accordingly. If he be your culprit, ! have nothing to 
“ say to him , do with him as you shall think best ” At these 
last words he smiled, and calling for Sheh-ferhad-aaly, he looked 
at him full in the face, and then taking a serious air, “ the 

•I 

“ Doctor,” said he, “ has sent 'a message to Gh 81 ain-huss 6 in- 
“ qhan , and as that nobleman is my friend, he has of his own 
“ motion given me notice of it For aught I know, he may have 
“ sent a hundred such messages to a hundred more persons , 

“ and you, that have him under your charge, know nothing of the 
“ matter, nor do you mind what is before and what is behind (255). 

“ Be more upon your guard, and take care that your prisoners 
“ suffer no hardship, either in their victuals, clothing, or any- 
“ thing necessary , take care, also, that nq messages of theirs, 
“ or of his, go through the army, for fear they may in time pro- 
“ duce some mighty mischief ” Finding’ that the conversation 
took such a serious turn, I did not add a word, and the poor 
English continued to be strictly guarded and watched, to the 
time when the Navvab went to Azim-abad. 

Meanwhile, the two armies from Calcutta, and, from M8r- 
sh8d-abad, were approaching each other Mahmed-taky.qhan,' 
uho was really a man of talents, and worthy of command, .could 
not be much pleased with seeing himself undei the orders of 
Seyd-mahmed-qhan, Deputy Governor of MSrshSd-abad, a man 
incapable, and of little understanding. But indeed, how could 
e submit to such a man ? The one was of a liberal generous 
temper, whilst the Dep uty Governor was of a mean, sordid 

(255) This strange expression is literally translated. ~ I 

S. M. VOL. U.~-6l. 



disposition Hcnco the Governor waa constantly blowing ivlth 
bis breath, the fire of enmify betneen the General and his col 
leagues, whilst himself lay roasting on the biasing fire of envy 
and jealousy , for he was nnahlo to bear the General s high 
character and great reputation The latter was under the 
necessity of islrtng many necessaries, such as artillery, tackle, and 
carriages, which the other constantly refused, although, by his 
position in the city, and his being at the head of the treajuf>» 
he ftad a command over all those ncccssancfl He furnished them 
with slowness and reluctance, like one that ivished no good to 
the success of his campaign and would be glad to sec him 
defeated Noi'had he common sense enpngh to feel all the 
consequences of such a conduct and how ruinous it would prove 
to his masters affairs, and at hst to his own Matters went on 
at that mle nntil the troops destined to reinforce Mahmcd 
taLy qhan arri\ing from Monghyr took their route through M8r- 
shSd abad, where there is no doubt but ihi envious Deput) 
Governor engaged the Commanders to assert their own indcpen 
dence of that Genera) and by all means to procure his shame 
and defeat This much is certain that those Commanders who 
had orders to ;om the General, and to remain under his com 
mand seemed to stand upon punctlhoes Instead of encamp 
ing with him and acting jn concert, as he requested them to 
do, they bad the folly to go on the other side of the Bagrat) 
and to encamp there by themselves, but with the strong dc 
taebraent they had brought The next day intelligence was 
broDgbt that two English Battalions of Talingas had set out of a 
certain town where that nation bad a factory , on which mtcl 
bgence, the new arrived Commaodere, who intended to attack 
them sent word to Mahmed taky qhan, requesting to be assisted 
with some of hfs mugqaeteen. It most be observed that this 
General a musqeteers hid acquired a character all o> er the country 
be bad raised tbeir pay to tea rupees per month , divided them, 
as they do In Iran, by tens, hundreds, and thousands with a Com 
mander at each of those divisions , had increased the salary of 
those officers from fifteen to twenty, sixty, and a hundred rupees 
per month bad constantly exercised them himself by making 
them fire at a mark under his own eyes, and bad kept them him 
•iclf m daily motion and under constant training To prevent 
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their repining in long marches, helused to assist them with oxen, 
camels, and sumpter-horses, for their baggage . so that -they were 
loaded only with their Djezdirs, or muskets of large bore, and 
wth their ammunition These troops of his being so armed and 
accoutred, were constantly kept m readiness, and prepared for 
immediate service, being all young, stout men, of his own 
choosing and picking The request then was founded on reason 
but although Mahmed-taky-qhan had no cause to be satished 
with those Commanders, that now applied for his assistance, yet, 


out of regard to his own character, and to his master’s service, 
he sent them a body of five hundred such men, uAder the com- 
mand of Feramorz, a slave of his own breeding, who was their 
principal officer. Sheh-hdibet-ollah then, and the other Com- 
manders, having received this reinforcement, marched against 
the two battalions of the enemy ; and, chiefly by the valour and 
perseverance of the brave Feramorz’s, he pushed the English 


Talmgas back, after a sharp engagement, as far as the town and 
factory from whence they had set out The environs of it were 
immediately secured, so as to prevent the enemy’s retreat (256) 
At night the besieged battalions were reinforced by some others 
that flocked from Bardvan, and from other parts , and, the next 
morning, the whole came out in great order, so as to form a' fine 
sight The engagement then commenced anew Then only did 
Sheh-h 4 ibet-ollah and Alem-qhan become sensible of the conse- 
quences of the caution which Mahmed-taky-qhan had given them, 
when he recommended their joining together, and fighting 
together Terrified with the endless firing of the English, they 
seemed, after some fighting and some movements, to have lost 
their senses, for, now after a short conflict most of the Djezai- 
archies were slam or wounded , and the two Commanders, un- 
able to stand’ the hot fire of the enemy’s, retreated, and then fled 
towards Mahmed-taky-qhan The latter ordered the dead to be 


(256) This detachment was of a Battalion of Sipahis, and of one field-piece, 
commanded by a Lieutenant Glenn, one of the bravest men ever produced by thk 
country of his, 30 fertile in intrepid men, and in courageous animals fie was 
vigorously attacked, and did defend himself as vigorously He .was carrying a 
^pply of a lac of rupees to Major Adams, who commanded the English army 
Three times he lost his cannon and lac, and three times did he recover them and 

at ast he carried them to the English camp, after one of the beet disputed actions 
throughout that war > > , 
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taken up from the field of battle, but refused to admit the run 
aNvays In his camp, or even to give them passage through It, for 
fear of their disordering hfs oxvn encampment, and communicat 
ing their own terror and dismay to his troops The English, 
after thb victory advanced two or three cosscs towards their 
c own army and two or three days after, that is the fifth of 

A D 17^0. Muharrem, in the year 1177 of the Hegira Mahmed taky qhan 
came out with a resolution to oppose the enemy s march Put 
ting tbo foot of courage In the stirrup of steadiness he mounted 
a horse whose motions were as fleet as the moments of his un 
fortunate ndef’s existence and without applying for assistance 
to those three Commanders whose duty it w'as to fight under his 
orders he advanced to the field of battle followed only by his 
o\vn trained hands , the refractory Commanders continuing mo- 
tionless in their encampment behind him As his men were 
filing off he spoke to them reminded them of the character they 
bore all over the country exhorted them to support the same, 
and promised them victory 1/ they would stand by him All 
this WHS uttered vnth such an air of familiarity, that ho seemed 
to be rather their companion than their General and they were 
so animated With this kindness, and that air of fellowship that 
In marching with the utmost alacrity they were endeavouring 
to get the start of one another and swore that they would sapri 
See tkeu" hves for bh bonoar The General haWeg formed his 
troops and recommended to his officers to march in order, ad 
vanced to the enemy The latter being soon in sight, the en 
gagement commenced and as the firing of the cannon and mus 
quetry on both sides grew >Tarm and both sides kept ad\andng 
those who being overtaken by their fates were shot at like so 
many marks drank up >vithout hesitation each in his post the 
bitter cap presented them by death. Nevertheless encouraged 
by their General they kept advancing and an appearance of 
victory being seen over Mahmed taky-qhan s troops, some dls 
order and fluctuation not unlike a defeat, were observed In the 
English ranks. The moment was becoming crtbcal when a ball 
of cannon wounded Mahmed taky-<qhan in the foot and killed 
his borse, which fall sprawUng on the ground- The General, 
without betraying any anqolsfa mounted another and continued 
to advance, and to exhort hit men and he \vas now very near 
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the ranks of the English, who, on their, side advanced , but it was 
with this advantage over him. that in conipliance with their rules of , 
discipline, they advanced firing. At this moment a musket-ball 
entering at his shoulder, came out on the opposite side. That , 
brave man, without betraying any emotion, assembled , the hem 
of his garment^ and throwing it over his shoulder, to conceal his 
wound from his men, he still advanced The English were, on the 
point of retreating, but they'had placed an ambuscade at tf?e 
bottom of a little rivei;, which was full on his passage , and the 
General being arrived there, was looking out for a passage to"^come 
to hand-blows with them, when, the ambuscade-men rising at once, 
made a sudden discharge full in his face, overthrew 'numbers of' 
his follow'ers, and lodging a bullet in his forehead,, (257) that lUr 
comparable hero, who was the main prop of Mir-cassem-qhan’s 
fortune, hastened into enternity in the middle of his slaughtered , 
soldiers. The rest, intimidated by the loss of their intrepid 
Commander, retreated in the utmost confusion, leaving the 
English in possession of victory, w'lth a full reason for embracing 
each other All this while Sheh-hiibet-ollah and his colleagues 
kept themselves at a great distance, as mere spectators of a shew, 
but not daring now to stand their ground, they fled on all sides. 
The victorious English, after raising the wounded, and making 
theqfi over to their chirprgeons, spent two or three days ifi taking 
some rest, and in setting to right their artillery and necessaries, 
and then they ad%anced towards M8rsh8d7abad 


On hearing this defeat, Seyd-mahmed-qhan,. the Governor 
of that city, seemed to have lost his senses Without shewing 
his face to the enemy, or making the least opposition , without 
even assembling his people, and securing, by a timely retreat] 
those numerous effects of his master's, which he had in his cusi 
tody , without exhibiting a spark of courage or a gram of firm- 
ness , he deserted his post,, and fled towards Monghyr,. in the 


(257) On the first wound he received through his shoulder, he cried out in 
anguish, j/a Aaly. Aga-aaly, his steward and townsman, as well as our 

friend and neighbour, advised him to retreat and go back Go back, ^swered he 
and after that, shew again this black beard to Mir-casskni^qltan ^ Never, added he' 
streaking it at the same time, never On receiving the second ball through hJ 

head, he screamed out yada/y, again, and fell down, with these words in his 
mouth Had the others obeyed ... ^ 
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utmost perturbation of mtnd Mur tJiat retreat, the t.)ty rematn 
ing without 1 ruler \Iiria Ircdj qiian who lived this Iong\vhiIe 
uttcrlj neglected by Mir casscm-qhaii availed himself of the 
opportunit) to repair to the Cnglish army, where he congratulat 
cd Mir djaafer qhan on his accession to the throne, and being 
invested by him with the command over the aty, he relumed 
thither, and proclaimed hi5 new masters accession by beat of 
(Jhim after which, he applied himself to the business of quiet 
ing the minds of the people and of gaining tlic hearts of the 
pnnclpal citizenb Shortly after Mir djaafer qhan himself arnv 
ed It w*a8on the twelfth of Muharrem in the )ear 1177 of the 
Hegira. He made bis entry into thu city at the head of the 
English army at which time there happened some commotions, 
and some disorders the mob having found means to commit 
insoIencic.s and even to make some boot) After a stay of 
seven days, in vvhicli time he constantly resided in Aaly verdy 
qhan's palace, which liad become the seat of Government ever 
since that Pnnce s demise he on the seventh day quitted U with 
the English army and marched against the enemy 

The death of such a Commander as Mahmed taky qhan 
could not but greatly affect his master who however, behaved 
with firmness on the occasion He sent orders to Shth bdibet 
ollaii, to make a bland in the plauis of SdSt) and be dispatched 
thither a nnmber of forces capable to face with effect a victonous 
cnem) This detachment was composed of six or seven thousand 
horse, under the command of Assed-ollah qUan Fodjdar of Nar 
hoot semiy to which be added seven or eight regiments of 
Talingas commanded by Maroar the Armenian and by Somro 
the European who had besides suteen pieces of cannon well 
mounted and well served To these he joined a body of rocket 
men under the command of Mir nasbur, after having cautioned 
them all against dissensions and jealousies , his orders being to 
attack the enemy in the plain of S68ty and to fight in concert 
An order was also dispatched to Shlr-aaly qhan Fodjdar of 
PSraniab, to assemble his forces and to cross the Ganga in order 
to jom the army at SbSty This Shir-aaly-qban, from being one 
of the meanest of Faqhr eddin huss 4 m qhan s dependants had 
been raised by Mir cassem qhan to high dignities so that he 
came to command in the same place where bad commanded 
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S^yd-ahmed-qhad; and his own master, Faqhr.eddm-hussdin- 
qhan Shir-aaly-qhan, on receiving the order, crossed the Ganga, 
and soon joined Assed-ollah-qhan , and these two Generals, by 
hastening their march, arrived at S68ty time enough to face the 
English. The two armies, as soon as they came in sight of each 
other, (and this happened on the 21st of Muharrem) proceeded 
directly to an engagement. Marcar the Armenian, and Somro 
the European, ranged their troops in lines upon the highway. 
Assed-oUah.qhan took his post on their right, with seven or eight 
thousand horse, and ten or twelve thousand foot ; and at the left, 
Shir-aaly-qhan took his station, with two or three thousand of his 
men, on the opposite side, the English, who did not amount to 
more than three thousand men, ranged themselves in great order , 
and the engagement commenced immediately But as the dis- 
tance was such, that only the cannon on both sides could do any 
execution, the English kept advancing foot after foot with a 
measured pace , so that Assed-ollah-qhan, who pretended to 
much bravery and personal prowess, advanced likewise v'vith his 
troops to about half a mile At this very time the English were 
gaining a superiority over Marcar’s and Somro's troops , so that 
on his being arrived so near, he proposed to come to hand-blows 
with the English , and all his officers being of the same opinion, 
Mir-beder-eddin-qhan, one of them, who commanded only a 
body of eighty horse, displayed his standard, and parted com- 
pany with the main I now part with yon, said he, at the head 
of my little troop, hut it is only to shew the way , and, rest 
assured, that the moment I hear you raise your war-cry, (258) 
and see you, put your horse to a gallop, I will overtake, and 
then pass you Only remember, that between putting your 
cavalry on a gallop, and falling pell-mell amongst the enemy, 
there must he no pause at all , and then, when we shall come 
to hand-blows, we shall behave as becomes brave men, and shall 
submit to whatever is to be our lot After saying so much, he 
parted with the main, and stood upon the watch , when, on hear- 
ing the cry of Allah Ecber everywhere, and seeing that large 
body of horse in motion, he exhorted his men to follow him , and 

(258) The war-cry with most Mohametans is Allah Ecber, Great God ! In 
India It isZlm, Om Mohammed, (Mohammed’s Religion) which the French have 
not failed to translate by the words ^K<r, tue, pour Mahotnet 
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BpnmDg bis horso lovsards the enemy, he advanced on a full 
gallop Meanwhile, Mir nassef with the rocket men had march 
ed up to thr English whom he engaged so \varml> that the 
English Tallnga* opposed to Mir bedr eddin-qhaa, to the number 
of about one battalion, fell into disorder and retreated as far 
as the river side, where numbers threw themselves and perUhed, 
the water being somewboro above their armpits and somewhere 
ifp to their necks But in this charge, Mtr bedr cddin had lost 
most of his men and he had no more now than thirteen of them 
remaining when a ball of a cannon threw hts horse headlong on 
the ground whilst another overthrew his brother This was the 
time for Assed ollah qhan to appear but those that had follow 
ed that General having seen numbers of their companions killed 
and numbers wounded had now lost courage on beholding so 
much carnage, and so many horses sprawling on the ground 
and would not move any more but paused at some distance 
from Mir bedr eddm The latter, who had found his course 
stopped by a wall and a ditch called out with all his might, and 
made many signs to Assed^ollah qhan to turn the Taliogas with 
some Infantry and to cut their retreat, but he spoke to deaf 
men Assed>o]lah>qhao intimidated by hU loss did not move 
at all and the ElngUsh officers availing themselves of that 
pause soon formed again disengaged their artillery and pre 
sented again a regular front to the enemy On the other hand 
Mir nasser who with his rocket men had so closely engaged the 
English as to make them lose ground, finding that no one would 
come to his assistance was thinking of a retreat but even that 
being now unattainable hU men continued engaging the enemy 
like people that held edeh other by the throat The English 
hard pressed received from Major Adams orders to fiz to the 
muizlcs of their muskets certain iron spikes, like those of a spear 
and this being done the English by applying their muskets to 
their breasts, presented a wall of spikes, which no enemy could 
pretend to pass, to order to come to band blows with them 
Thu particular I had from several creditable persons of both 
nations that were m the engagement and present at the parti 
cular spot and I have smee heard it from Coloned Goddard 
who was either a Captain or a Lieutenant at that engagement and 
who affirmed likcwue, that at S68ty the English had been fairly 
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done for, had the enemy kept them m pUy a tew days more .n 
that sultry plain.(2S9) Mir-nasser, unable to push upon tha 
row of pikes so as to approach nearer, was making, but in vain, 
sirrns with the hand and voice all the while, without being able 
to°descry anyone moving to his assistance. At last he despairetl 
of victory , and, at this very moment, the English officer.s that 
had Marcar and Somro in front, seeing that those two Com- 
manders were retreating, and leaving the field on that side clear 
of the enemy, detached three or four companieb of Taltngab to 
the assistance of that part of their army which was m distress , 
and those were no sooner re-inforced so unexpectediy, than they 
fell with fresh courage on the small unsupported number of 
those that had hitherto pressed so hard upon them. On the 
appearance of this re-inforcement, Mir-bedr-eddin quitted the 
engagement, and retreated leisurely , but Mir-nasser, who had tlie 
imprudence to stay with his little troop, had soon reason to repent 
of his temerity He was soon fired at by the fresh detachment, 
and left his life in the field of braves By this time Marcar the 
Armenian, and Somro the European, had already quitted the 
field of battle, to their eternal shame and infamy, and were 
retreating along the highway They were soon followed by 
Assed-oUah-qhan, who soon lost himself in that field of dishonour 
and disgrace Some others that yet stood their ground, finding 
themselves abandoned by their main, quitted the field of battle 
by troops , and the zephyr of success and victory blowing gently 
on the flagging standards of the English, unfurled their folds, 
and put them in the full possession of victory. The victors had 

the generosity to take up the wounded, and to make them over to 

. 

(259) Several officers that had been in that engagement, affirmed a few days 
after the battle, that the English had really been defeated at S68ty, but for the turn 
which the engagement took in the end But, at M8rsh8d-abad, and at Calcutta, 
the universal report was, that two hundred Europeans, of all nations, who served 
the enemy’s artillery, could not behold the distress of the English, without being 
• affected, and that they passed all to their side. It was even said, that they were 
hailed by the English Officers, and asked whether they were not Europeans as well 
as themselves ' 

j As to the singular manner in which the author talks of fixed bayonets, it be- 
comes probable, (and this surmise is corroborated by numbers of similar passages) 
that the author having wrote his narrative at that very time, did not touch it m the 

sequel (ig years after) vyhen he had acquired undoubtedly a full acquaintance with 
that kind of arm 

S. M VOL II.— 62 
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those that could take care of them, and here 1 cannot help 
mentioning a singular fact tthich I have heard several times 
from Colonel Goddard, an oiTiccr who ivas only Lieutenant or 
Captain In that battle, and cuts now so great a figure at the head 
of the English forces in Decan Ho used to say, that amongst 
« the wounded spread in the field, and then taken up by the 

English, he had seen a man of Mircasscms troops, vsho had 
rcccuenl such a stroke of a sabre as had cleft his skull In two 
pieces, so that the brains ucre set open The man was half 
dead, nor were any hopes entertained of his remaining alive 
many hoursHnorc nevertheless as he vias still breathing, the 
Doctor bound his head with his turband, and sent him to a place 
of shelter with the other wounded Three days after as God 
dard was taking a survey of the wounded about whom the 
Doctor U'as actually bu^) he was astonished to sec that the man 
whom he had seen before was now silling upon his hams, 
holding an Iiocca(a6o) of clay with both his hands, and smoking 
with a deal of composure he seemed quite recovered of his 
riound, but, what Is singular, had lost bis sight entirely Such 
was that miracle of Providence, and such that token of Divine 
dispeusalioQS I The enemy dispersed and disheartened, made 
haste to the little stream of 8d8a nala, wiiere Mir-casscm had 
fortified a btrong post against such emergencies os these, anti 
here they slopped and after reco/enng from their fright, the) 

^ joined those that were on duly in that post and prepared for a 

vigorous defence 

The news of this 111 success filled Mir-cassem's breast 
with anxiety, and disumv, and doubts. He had already on 
Mabmed tak) -qban's death, token measures for sending bis family, 

(260) An Rocai^ esUed Htoeaw bj tbo Bngllib, la a boitl* of daj or metal, foU 
of vater tbraogb whlcb tba smoke of the tobacco Is tipped op after baring lost ta 
tbo paasage moeb of its blttemets, and moreorer acquired a pleasing cooIdqss. The 
ebimney is inserted at the Cop of tbe Tcssfll, bnt it is bjtbe means of a pipe mxiw 
of tin vlre, corcred wltb cloth, which pipe descends mtlcaUj within the bottle, 
whilst a branch of it bending oatwards, and springing from it, b carried to tbe 
month Thb maebiM, which b quite common presents an sppsntnseqnali/ simple 
and ingenioos, and a contriraoce cqnaUj cleanly commodious, and elegant. There 
are koccas worth thoosands of rupees. The branch springing up, b sometimes 
tsn feet In length and carefully wettnd with rose-waterj nor b the tobacco in the 
chimoey withoot a preparation of raBe*watQr aromatics, odorlferons drags, and sagar 
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seraglio, and treasures, to the fortress of Rhotas He now dis- 
missed a vast number of women, which he kept for show only, and 
m conformity to the custom of the Indian Princes , and these 
being not for his use, and serving only to encumber his. motions, 
were all set at liberty, with full permission to dispose of them- 
selves , but his own consort, who was Mir-dj^afer-qhan s daughter, 
together with his favourite ladies, and his treasures and effects, 
were sent by land and by water to that fortress, under the care 
of Mir-suleiman-qhan, his steward, of Radja-Nobet-ray, his 
favourite, and of some other trusty persons It was in this state 
of emigration tliat some alteration was perceived in tlie minds and 
behaviour of his undutiful servants, and ungrateful dependants, 
although such was the dread entertained still of their master’s 
exactitude and severity, that none had yet dared to betray any 
impudence in their actions, or trouble the accustomed order, or 
transgress the usual defences Intelligence coming at this time 
of the defeat at S68ty, his situation became more difficult than 
ever, and he resolved to avail himself of the stand that would 
be made at 8d8a-nala, to retreat from the castle of Monghyr, 
and to march towards Azim-abad The Sd8a is a little deep 
river that comes from the hills of Radj-mahal on the south, and 
empties itself in the Ganga in a small plain covered with thorns 
and brambles Its banks are steep, lofty, and so beset as to 
afford no passage anywhere but with extreme difficulty, if at all , 
and it was upon that little river that Mir-cassem had ordered a 
bridge of brick and stone-work to be raised some months before 
He had seen and admired the natural strength of that part, and 
had ordered a deep ditch to be dug beyond the little river, jand 
a strong rampart or intrenchment to be raised behind it, so as 
that the ditch and rampart might extend from the foot of the hills 
down to the Ganga, leaving between them and the little river, a 
sufficient plain for encamping troops The ditch was deep, 
had a wooden bridge over it, and joined a lake and morass which 


coming from the foot of the hills, encompassed a great part of the 
intrenchment, and greatly contributed to its defence m front , 
so that the only passage betwixt Monghyr and Radj-mahal 
lay over that ditch and through that intrenchment. which was 
fortified with a number of towers, that gave it the appearance 
of a castle Nor was it possible to go to the right, unless 
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indeed by mounting or dciiccnding the Ganga in boabt , ind this 
impracticable, when there were troops to oppose sach an 
attempt , nor indeed to the left, unless by wading through an im 
passable morass, or by climbing over tho hills. It w’as in consc 
(]uuncc of sucli considerations as these that Mir cassem had be 
* forehand ordered that spot to be carefully fortified, considering it 

ai full) capable to stop an enemy He now put a strong body 
of troops in those intrenchmenls , and to encourage them the 
more, he informed them Uiat ho would march to their support 
He then fixed a favourable day for hts setting out , and quitting 
the castle of ifonghyr, he sent his spare tents forwards, encamped 
in the neighbourhood, and gave orders for assembling troops , 
but as he was conversant in astrology, he had taken care to find 
out the favourable moment for commenang his march. After 
tliese precautions he set out on the twenty fourth of Mubarrem 
A. D 17^ in the year 1177 of the Messenger’s flight , it was in the night 
time, winch be alw*ays deemed favourable to his affairs But by 
this time a sanguinary disposition had made its appearance in 
his character which had received additional strength from Gur 
ghin qhan s insinuations, and also from a review of the state of 
his own aHairs And as his mind had been soured by the alter 
ation which he now observed amongst the Grandees of his Court 
and the coa|uncture required that he should dispose of bis 
prisoners of State w ho were id great numbers he resolved to put 
all those unfortunate men to death especially as he had already 
a variety of susplaons on their account and they bad filled his 
mind with tormenting anxieties they were too numerous to be 
kept under command and loo dangerous to be dismissed A 
list of their names I never law but I know j»cvcral of them Of 
that number were Elam nariin heretofore Deputy Governor of 
Azim abad as well as Radja Radj bulISb who had himself enjoyed 
that office after having been a long time before Divan and 
Prime Minister to Nevazisb mohammed-qhan and in the sequel, 
to Miren s6n to Mir djaafer qhan This unfortunate man had all 
his sous with him Some others of those prisoners were the RAy 
rdyan Umid-rdy with his son the Zemindars of Ticary I^dja 
Fateh sing and Eladja BSniad sing and also Sheh-abdollah 
the same who had been heretofore confined at PSramah There 
were numbers of other persons of distinction and charapters, all 



493 


MUTAQHERIN. 
which were dispatched to the regions of non-existence I have 

heard It said that Ram-narain had been drowned in the Ganga, 

with a bag of sand fastened to his neck , and probably the others 
also were dismissed out of this world in the like manner (2 i) 
All this while the unfortunate English prisoners continued to be 
guarded with the utmost care . and although Gurghin-qhan was 
in haste, to get rid of them also, his advice for that single time 
was not listened to by Mir-cassem, who conceived that some 
advantage might accrue to his affairs from keeping them alive. 

It ;was at this setting out from Monghyr that his troops, in 
consequence of that infamous disposition so natural to Hindians, 
(who never fail to become insolent and unruly upon any change 
of affairs) commenced shewing themselves disobedient and 
refractory With this temper of theirs- he thought proper to 
put up, as his affairs required much dissimulation, and much for- 
bearance , and in this disposition of mind he arrived at Champa- 
nugur, where he tarried a few days, to review the troops 
destined for the defence of the post of SdSa-nala, which he now' 
strengthened m such a manner that he expected it would bar the 
passage of the English exactly like a wall 

It must be observed, that some time before this, on sending 
Mahmed-taky-qhan, to fight the enemy, he had expressed a de- 
sire to have such a renowned warrior as Camcar-qhan in his 
service, having always been studious to procure men of military 
talents , and he had recommended that affair to Aaly-hibrahiin- 
qhan The latter found means to bring the Radja to camp, 
w'here, on his arrival, he was taken into favour, and assigned 
a salary suitable to his rank , but as Mir-cassem thought proper 
to carry him to Champa-nugur, where he tarried a few days, this 
opportunity put Gurghin-qhan upon proposing to join the new 
General to those that defended 8d8a-nala Camcar-qhan answer- 
ed, “ That there were more troops already at that post than 

(261) The Djagat seat-mahtab-r4.y was drowned there,' from a ' tower of the 
castle .His favourite servant, .CAwMm, desired; suplicated, intreated, tofbe made 
fast with his good master, or thrown before him, and could not obtain that favour , 
so that he threw himself at last after his master had, in vain, descended to the lowest 
supplications to obtain his forbearing These particulars I know, not only from^ 
general report at that time, but also from a relation ' of Chunni’s, one BabSram, a 
man of some note, who then lived in Djagat-seat’s palace„and has been ten years in 

mv seruiri* ui 
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Where uT-s nLc<l more Indeed th.in the /nlrcnchmc/iM uoald 
"hold, so tliAl mosl of Ihcm were useless ind, Im iddctl tlwl 
" by Roing thither himself, ho would become onl) one of the 
‘latter class belter then that some Commindcr in Chief should 
' be sent thither to bring that mullllndc under some order and 
to make it fight In concert * This conversation lia\ing been 
pr^racted to some length Camcar qhan could not help asking 
the Armenian General, IFJia/ he could /foisihly knoui of rear 
and whether ht had ever seen a aar or a battle ^ You had 
better hear -ahat / tell you added he tt ts advantageous to 
your waster * and 'xtll prove so tn the sequel Such a style wns 
more than the other had been accustomed to. He complainc<l 
to his master that Camcar qhan would not go to the intrench 
ments of SdSa nula and that it appeared that ^Valy lijbrahim 
qhan had dissuaded him from It TTiis Insinuation made Its fall 
effect and Mfr-caasem in conversation with the latter could 
not help dropping many expressions that alluded to the latter s 
share in that revolution The purport of It was that it seem 
" ed that Camcar-qhan wis not pleased to go to a warfare not 
of his own possibly because he Intended upon a reverse of 
' fortune to fall upon Ids rear (the Nawab s) and to plunder 
‘bis baggage the moment he should find an opportunity for it 
* Gurghifl qhan says so at least ' added Mir cassem ‘ possibly 
to close with our proposal he wants first of all your advice. 
To this speech Aaly hibrahim qhan answered ' That it was easy 
to bring the matter to a trial Let me be confined said he, 
'as an hostage for Camcar qhan s behaviour and let him be 
‘sent on any service which your Highness may advise and I 
" will stand the consequences of his defection These few 
words were pronounced with warmth mo that Mlr-cassem thought 
it proper to make him some apology and this concession en 
gaged that nobleman to relate exactly whal had passed between 
the Annenian and Camcar-qhan On hearing which Alir cassem 
himself acknowledged, that the intrenohments at 8d8a nulla re 
quiTed a Commander In Chief but the dlflBculty was where to 
find such a man? Aaly blbrahim>qhan answered, that at present 
the only fit man he could think of, would be Gurghin^qhan himself, 
although it was probable he would decline gomg upon that 
service Mir cassem answered that he had no objections and 
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on the Qhan’s saying that it was an easy matter to put the whole 
. to the trial, Mir-cassem proposed that command to Gurghin-qhan. 
That General answered, “ That what his Highness had represent- 
“ ed with regard to 8d8a-nulla, was an article of which himself 
“ was thoroughly informed , but that in such times of confusion 
“and tumult and perfidy as these, he could not pait with His 
“ Highness, to whose foot he had made fast his own feet and 
“ destiny , so that it would be highly improper in him to leave 
“ His Highness alone ” In this manner Gurghin-qhan did*hot 
go, and Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, to clear his own character, en- 
gaged Camcar-qhan to make an expedition into Birbohom, with 
intent to put that country under contribution, an4 to raise on 
the backs of the English such a flame as would put a stop to 
their progress, by impeding their motions The project was 
good , but destiny was not on that side , for, before Camcar- 
qhan cohld arrive there, the fate of SdSa-nulla was already 
decided and over , and the man, impeded and stopped every- 
where by inundations and by the rams, which are excessive all 
over Bengal, could make no incursions, and was obliged to come 
back After the defeat at 8d8a-nulla, he made the best of his 
way over the hills, and returned to his own country, without 
being able to rejoin Mir-cassem 

Whilst the latter lay encamped on the little river of Champa- 
nugur, he was joined by Mirza-nedjef-qhan, a warrior of conse- 
quence This Commander, who is now Generalissimo of the 
Emperor of Hindostan, and the Lord of Lords of his Court, was 
one of the sons of the Sadr-el-s8d8r of Iran (262,) and a near 
relation of Mirza-muhsen’s, who was himself brother to AbSl- 
mans8r-qhan, father to Shudjah-ed-doulah This warrior, tired 
and shocked with that train of endless perfidies which disgraced 
that Prince’s conduct, had quitted his dominions to seek his 
fortune elsewhere , and he was now arrived in camp with a 
small number of troopers, in quest of service Mir-cassem, \vho 
thought his arrival advatageous to his affairs, received him in 
his service, and, on his own request, sent him to join the defend- 
ers of SdSa-nulla. There was a large number ofi troops in 
those mtrenchments , and the artillery was equally numerous 
The latter, with the Talingas, was comm anded by Marcar, the 

(262) Grand Almoner, an office of great trust, and' high emolument 



/Umcnlan, by Somro the European, and by AralSn, another 
Armenian Tlic other troops were commanded by Assed ollah * 
qhan, who Iiad with him Mahmed naky qhan and several other 
Commanders, buch is /\aiem qlian, and Djaafer qhan, and Shch 
hiibct ollah and Mir himmet aaly the Paymaster, all of whom 
were It llic licad of their respective corps but all of whom 
trusted so much to the natural strength of that post, and to the 
impractibilit) of tlic enemy s forcing this passage, that the) 
bcomc negligent In their duty for most of the oflicers that lutd 
111) inont) made it 1 practice on the beginning of the night to 
gorge IhLinselvci willi wine and to pass the remainder of it in 
looking at thd performances of dance women or In taking them 
to their beds liut Mirra ncdjcf qhan thought onl) how to 
signalise himself Having joined to his troops some picked men 
from those commanded by Mir mehd) -qhan brother to Assed 
ollah qhan and some more from amongst those in the immediate 
corps of Mir cassem s he resolved to raise his character b) some 
action of eclat On reviewing often the intrcnchmenl in that 
part which touched to the foot of the liiils he had picked an 
important intelligence from many of the highlanders, namel) 
that at that particular part there was a ford through the lake 
and morass which led safely to the English encampment Mlrza 
nedjef qhan, upon this intelligence came out at about three 
o clock in the morning and falling upon that part of the English 
camp (and there Mir-djaafcr qhan had his quarters) he occasion 
ed so much tumult and consternation in it that the old Nav'vab 
Qcd to his boats and was going to drop down the river when 
the English sent a body of Talingas to bis assistance. On sight 
of these, Nedjef-qhan who had made an ample boot), returned 
within the intrenchment again , but as he made a practice of 
such sorties, the English confounded at their repetition, com 
raenced examining from whence these men could possibly come 
out Fortune came to their assistance In that Inquiry The path 
by which Nedjef qhan used to make his sorties had been taken 
notice of by an English soldier who having fled from his own 
nation, had been long ago in Mir-cassem s service This man, 
who according to the rules of service amongst the English 
would have been put to death bad be fallen in their hands had 
set out Id the darkness of the night, and had gone through the 
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ford, setting several marks on his passage; and, being come 
out upon dry ground, he approached within hearing of the English 
sentries, and cried out in the English language, That he was 
“ such a one ; and that if they would procure his pardon, he 
“ would find means to carry his brethren over the intrenchment 
Fortune sided with this man There happened to be upon duty 
at that part some English Officers, who recollected his voice, 
and these assured him, w'lth a solemn oath, that his life wo«Id 
be safe, and that he might come over in full safety Upon these 
assurances, he marched up to them, informed them of what he 
had observed, and on a certain night he promised to return, and 
to shew them the ford This interval was employed by the 
English in providing ladders, and every requisite for an assault, 
and escalade At the appointed time, which was about ten 
o’clock at night, the man made his appearance, and took with him 
a Battalion of Grandils, (263) being a body of picked men, in 
which Colonel Goddard served then as Lieutenant The latter 
had orders on his getting upon the intrenchment, to raise as 
high as he could a mashal, or burning taper, (264) as a signal of 
his being there. The Battalion of Grandils putting their arms 
and ammunition upon their heads, went into the lake under the 
guidance of the soldier , and, after having waded about a mile, 
with the water sometimes at their middle, and sometimes at 
their arm-pits, they arrived about midnight, at the foot of the 
intrenchment or wall, where they found everybody fast asleep 
This sight had its full effect upon those courageous English 
Applying their ladders in silence, they got upon the rampart in 
an instant, where a fifer, who happened to awake, having 
pretended to give the alarm with his instrument, was instantly 
dispatched with bayonets , this being an arm not unlike the iron 
of a pike, which the English carry at their muskets, and of 
which they make great use. The whole number being now got 
up, they formed their ranks, and raised up the burning taper, 
that had been agreed upon for a signal At the sight of this, 
the English, who waited only for it, assembled m great numbers, 


(263) Grenadiers 
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and ga\ c an alarm at the gate and bridge o\ er the fosse A furioos 
fire of cannon, mortars, and mosquclry, Immediately poured upon 
that part , whilst the battalion that had got within on the opposite 
side commenced firing upon those they met on their march. On 
the first discharge numbers were slain, and numbers were wound 
cd amongst which last was Mahmed naky qhan Mir himmet 
aal} the GazipSrian Paymaster, being of the former number 
arM the terror and dlsma) became so great cscrywhcrc, that 
whoc\cr chanced to gel awake thought of nothing but of 
making his escape and fl)dng with all his might The runawajs, 
in their flight, to^rards the gate and stone bridge, overturned those 
that were encamped there Some were tumbled Into the river 
and e:>capcd on the other side but numbers were carried awa) 
and drowned Meanwhile those of the English who were yet 
without the intrcnchmcnt, liaving taken notice of the constema 
tion and astonishment that had '^elied the bcsciged, got qulctl) 
over the wall and placing a paharaof theirs (which consists of 
six or seven men) on the small bridge that served for a passage 
over the nver they seemed to have shut up a whole army within 
The^M^^ a net Those who like Somro and Marcar and some others 
had already passed the bridge escaped with their live* but the 
others who amounted to a multitude innumerable did not fare 
so well and whoever came towards the bridge was stopped 
short by the sentr> posted there, (which word in their language 
signifies a watchman) and commanded to lay down his arms and 
accoutrements, and to part with his horse after which he was 
suffered to pass naked and disgraced This however, w'as not 
the fate of Nedjef qhan With a few troopers that stock to him 
he found means to escape over the hills and Assed^llah-qhan 
after flying two full cosses on foot at last got a horse and con 
Aocuit- tinned his flight Those that had escaped in the beginning of 
the alarm, continued their route with their arms and baggage 
but those that had passed after the bridge had been secured 
were naked and destitute of everything so as to cut the most 
Angost. piteous figure on thdr appearing In Mir-cassem’s camp This 
surprise and assault happened on the night of the afith of Sefer 
A. D 1763. In the year 1177 of the Prophets flight and, at about seven 
o clock in the morning the whole of the numerous troops in 
that Intrcnchment was totally defeated and dispersed nor 
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could anything be descried but runaways in the greatest 
distress (265) 

After so signal a success, the English took some repose lor 
aicouple of days On the second or third day after this disaster, 
the intelligence having been carried to Mir-cassem, the man 
seemed broke in two by the middle , he betrayed every mark of 
grief and affliction, and passed the whole day in the utmost 
anguish of mind, and in the highest despondency. At night, Uc 
sent for Gurghin-qhan, and spent much time in consultation with 
him Gurghin-qhan advised him to continue the war , but Mir- 
cassem, at about four o’clock the next morning, ^ot upon his 
elephant, and without speaking a word to anyone, he returned 
to Monghyr His troops, on hearing of his departure, followed 
him corps after corps Being arrived in the above town, he 
stopped two or three days, both to get out of the fortress the few 
effects he had left there, andHo review his army , by which last 
operation he expected to discover how his troops were affected 
towards his person, and how they stood in their sentiments of 
obedience and attachment The review seemed to revive his 
spirits , and, this being observed by his nearest friends, Aaly- 
hibrahim-qhan, who had already supplicated him for the release 
of his English prisoners, now thought this a favourable moment 
for renewing his intreaties , and he observed how much renown 
he would acquire by releasing the principal amongst them at 
least The nobleman being repulsed, asked that at the least, he 
might vouchsafe 'to release the women, which were amongst 
them, as they might be sent by boats to Major Adams, and after 
all proved but an incumbrance The request did not please the 


(265) Mir-cassem lost full fifteen thousand men in that surprise and flight , 
and what must givt a high opinion of the talents occasionally brought forth by the 
Officers of India, (those men sometimes so slightly thought of in Europe) is the 
variety of ingenious contnvances, employed for a month together by Major Adams , 
he had never served in Europe, and yet, finding the post at 8d8a-nala too strong 
to be attacked openly, he, by the mere strength of his genius, betook himself 
to the expedient of saving his men, by opening trenches in form, and pushing 
regular advances , andHhis man, who had heard or read of fascines, but had never 
seen any, now contnved to advance by sap. Such are the Officers of India 1 and 
such the exertions which continual necessity ^ive birth to This was also the 
first time the Bengalees saw an enemy advance close to the foot of a fortification . 
without being seen so much as once 
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Nav\ab, and lie an 5 wcrcd, that ho ought to say all that to 
Gurghin qhan Thu latter therefore was applied to, but he 
answered by asking, in a peevish tone of voice, Where one tniglU 
noj 3 find boats enough for lueh a multitude ? and he jiaid no 
further regard to so proper and so honourable a proposal Mir 
cassem, the day before his departure, appointed one ^Vrcb*aaly 
qhan to command in the castle of Monghjr, with two Battalions 
of Valingas This was an Arabian from the vilest populace of 
Bagdad, cquall) cow'ard and quarrelsome, but, however, who had 
the merit of being a dependant of Gurghin qhan s ;^ter this 
he marched towards Azim>abad, carrying with him Mr Hay 
Mr Ellis and Mr Lusbington, with the other English prisoners 
The difhculties and numerous hardships which be was obliged to 
encounter on his journey over a country submerged or full of 
mire arc not to be described oo mote than the many misfortunes 
he met with on his way, eapeciall) at the nver Rcbva. \ bridge 
of boats had been run over It but still the horses and other 
animals being obliged to swim for their passage were earned 
aw'ay in numbers^ Some people preceded the army and I was 
of the number as well as Y8s8f>aal> qhan with Mir sheUry 
and Mirza bak)r and Mirza-abdollah the two sons of Aga Mlrza 
We all joined logcthcr passed the bndge at Reva, and reposed 
oursclvcb (or one da) The second night, the date of which I 
cannot remerober a mighty revolution happened suddenly and 
an important event took place unexpectedly Gurgfain>qban ivas 
killed and that 111 fated man m retribution for his roalicioas 
temper of mind w as hastily sent over the stream that divides, 
this world from the other (266} This strange event happened 
in the following manner — Gurgbin qhan who was upon ill 
terras ivjth all the world but who studied the English in every 
thing, wanted to carry a high hand over the soldiery and, in a 
time of confusion and misfortune, he strove to keep them under 

( 366 ) According to the Uahooetus, this woHd ii dhided from the other b/ 
as Imnwoe chewn onr which ntu u immenia arch aa thin and as sharp as the 
edge of a tabr« 4 )Iade. The ntuwra who ahali do^ hare repented, ami shall oot 
have altered thair dofaJ Ures will walk trorbCng over it, and at last will tumble 
down hi the abju below which b allseaat to the gates of Helb But the just ahaH 
walk over steadJIjr and shall roach the oppoahe shore, which b doM to the 
d Paradise Thb arch, to dreaded by all Mowihosns, b called the Bridge of 
Sfn/ 
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at stuctness of discipline, which he had seen practised amongst 
lose of that nation He was not aware that this power of the 
nghsh over their soldiers, was a gift of Providence, and that 
hose strangers had found the art of turning the particular customs 

if their country into a second nature in their troops 

'* Great will ever be the distance between the pattern and the copy,’ 

How could the poor Armenian, after having sold cloth by 
he yard throughout his whole life, pretend, that with an authorlly 
if only two days’ standing, he would be able to pass such rules 
if strict obedience and discipline over a nation, not his own, 
ind which was not yet accustomed to so much regularity and 
strictness ? 

" The crow, wholly intent on learning the linnet's note, 

“ Forgot to look at its own black coat first of all ” 

The Nawab having taken post on the banks of the Rehva, 
where he tarried two or three days, Gurghm-qhan, who con- 
formably to his custom, always came the last of all, and al- 
ways encamped by himself, was actually in his tent, when two 
or three Mogul troopers from amongst those he had disciplined 
and trained himself, came and asked something about their pay 
The General answered m an angry, peevish manner , but the 
two men, availing themselves of the unprosperous state of affairs, 
and of the revolution that had taken place, had the daringness 
to speak with violence Gurghm-qhap, without attending to the 
difference of times, screamed out, ^ Js theye no one there 

to take these men into confinement ? He had hardly uttered these 
few words, when those men finding themselves alone with him, 
drew their sabres, and in three or four strokes, stretched him on 
the ground , and, their horses being just at the door, they got upon 
them in an instant, and fled through the fields The servants 
having immediately raised an outcry, which brought General 
Marcar, another Armenian, the latter, on descrying the troopers 
beyond the reach of a musket-ball, fired at them with two or three 
pieces of cannon that were at hand, loaded with grape , and the 
report of the cannon being heard by Mir-cassem’s army,' which' 
was at a small distance, everyone concluded that the English 
were arrived, and already engaged with Gurghin-qhan Instantly 
Mir-cassem had the same thought ; instantly he got upon his 
elephant, and took to the helds. At the same time, a general 
scream, and now and then some confused' cries, coming froni ’ 
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Gurghin qlian’s quArlcrs struck such 1 icrror into Mir-cai.i.cm’b 
catnp, and cspcclall) nmongsl t]}C2>utlcr^ and other market men 
tlial the whole of them, without making the Ica^t inquiry, fled on 
all iidcs most of them towards the bridge on the Rchva Tlie 
multitude winch wia encamped with mu on the other side of the 
rl\er surprised to &eecrowds ofruniwa)s endlc-ssly pouring upon 
lliem, calchcd their fears and trepidation and night coming on 
nothing was heard but cries and screami But i> everyone was 
involved In the general confusion and saw the mob running to 
and fro, like so many mad men whilst the great ones were advanc 
ingin haste wy:h burning tapers sueJiasIght thunderstruck YSs 8 f 
aaly-qhan one of our company who being as wcllas Mirza bak^r 
full as much frightened as any other rcsolv ed at an) rate to inquire 
into the cause and then sent people to take some information 
from the runaways Bat ever) one of these giving a different 
answer sened only to perplex This dlversit) augmented our 
consternation as there w'as no getting certain Information 
about the tumult and some people conceived causes 

(367) TM cius«* which oo ON dcjrd lo meniloa are a coaspincy sitJ to be 
brtwiaj; by Gurchiz^hao lodted oaderhaad by Uu Ea;i;lUh Hii brother Afa* 
bedrou, aitM Codia petrou, (hra residtag at Caicutta, aad an acqaaiaUnce of 
GoTemor VauiUarts, u wall a» of Mr Warmt HatUnga, bad, oa their Jolot rt* 
quest, wrote presdnglj to his brother to eogagt him by all the motiro which 
religlod aad a irgard (or his owe safety could suggest, to lay bold of tb« persoo of 
AIir>ca5S«aM|baa, or at least, to come himself to tb« EogUsb camp wilb his own 
U oo pi and friead*. But tbis negotialioo barlog beta somehow uaelt out by 
MItkaskoi's head-spy be came at ooe o dock in Iha moroiag ordered him to be 
wakod, aad Uyuig hold of bim by the aroi, IVJtMi mrtjou d^ing in fur M 
he, akitsi ymr Grural, Cttr^klM’^ksm, is aciuaiJy stUiHg you i» tht Frtmgkies ^ 
Ht is sf iMUHigimct with tksu wUkmt m»d gMlUy miiA Ikon oUJUm rsllk yhu 
pHstntru Soefa was tbea tbe geooal report at that time aad, I remember that 
the very purpart of tbe letter waa handed about by the Armenians of Calcutta 
As to the Moguls monnurlag for tbdir pay as pretends our author thdr plot must/ 
have been a SetiUoas oo« for tho author himself says, that the army bad been 
mastered sod psld a week before It Is also ceitaia that there DCrer was the least 
mormariag amongst the troope, as they were regularly paid as late as the passage 
oyer the Ceremassaa, This much is certain, that t was this ramoor of a conspiracy 
that pot Mlr-castem oo one baad opoo dispatching his General, aod, on the other 
upon riding bfmself of his prisoners of all sorts and some soeb things appear 
not only is that Priace’s speech to Ferbat-aaly, bat also in our aathoris lumtlre 
who poaitlrdy aays, that the EngOsb prisooen had foaod means to prorlde a 
quantity of mcmey with a sofSoeocy of amannltfon and arms. As to that Gorgbin 
qbaa npoa whom our author out of oataral antipathy or for some ether caase, U 
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Vich they did not dare to mention, for fear of Mir-cassem^ s 
isentment. All these discordant reports, however, agreed in 
ne point, and this was, m producing some piece of 
setravagant news, which being spread in a twinkle amonst 
le runaways, increased their fears, and added to the confusion, 
leanwhile, the throng became innumerable at the bridge, and 
le passage being now dangerous, seemed to retrace an idea of 
he bridge of Serdtt, at the Day of Judgment , for the cro\\ids 
;ere now pounng in such numbers on both sides, that the 
lassage became impracticable for people on foot. Elephants 
nd carts cut their ways through the multitudes , and as their 
reading over the boards of the flooring, forced the boats to strike 
gainst each other, the noise bore a likeness to a report of 
listant firing of cannon News even came that the English had 
rained the victory , and as it was thought that the little river 
inly divided the combatants, people prepared their cannon also 
3 n this side , and Y8s8f-aaly-qhan, resolved either to pack up 
bis baggage, and get ready at all events, or to run away to some 
place of shelter But he was prevented by Mir-shetari and 


indlessly pouring a deal of abuse, it appears evidently, that he was a man of 
superior talents, and a soaring genius What are we to think of a seller of cloth 
by the yard, who conceives and executes the scheme of disciplining troops in the 
European manner , of making better cannon, and better muskets than the English 
themselves of casting, mounting, and training an artillery, nearly equal to theirs , 
of introducing order, subordination, and discipline, amongst people totally strangers 
to them? Had Mir-cassem-qhan possessed three more such geniuses, as Mahmed- 
taky-qhan, and Gurghin-qhan, and Nedjef-qhan, it is highly probable that the 
author of these remarks would have never worn an embroidered malmal worth 
fifty rupees on his back, nor stuck a poniard of ]ewel-work in his sash Gurghin- 
qhan was a man born at Ispahan, the capital of Persia, and had a very remarkable 
physiognomy He was above the ordinary size, strong built, with a very fair com- 
plexion, large black eyes, full of fire, an aquiline nose, forming a ridge in the middle 
of its length, and eyebrows very arched, that joined together, so as to form d point 
going downwards towards the nose He was then aged about thirty-six, and I have 
spoke twice to him Nothing was wanting to that man to render him capable of 
shining, even m Europe, but education , he owed everything to bis own genius, 
and nothing^to art or cultivation. 

Here again, as in a number of singular instances, it appears evidently that the 
author had wrote his narrative upon the spot/ or very little after, and never had 
thought of re-touching it , for surely English bayonets, and Gurghin-qhan's murder, 
as well as his brother’s exhortations, became subsequently too public, and too 
common objects, to be spoken of in so obscure a manner as does our author 


myself, who insutcd on some Information At about midnight the 
uproar commenced lubiiding*, and I sent a trust) servant, wnth 
orders to slop on this side of the bridge and as soon as he should 
discONcr TO) person of >.omc consequenre, to let him pass first 
and then oni) to a>k him whit wa** thi miller Tho man did ns 
hew IS bid ind stopping at the bridge lie <au i close palek) 
miking low irds It with three or four horscinrn attending the man 
walked awhile with ihtm and lh«n askrd whose Udv was m the 
clo^c palck) ’ Om of the horsemm answertd // is not a lady 
it ij Cjur^fAiii yfian s corpse If^e carry it to the fields for hunal 
It ir the Nawab s order {268) On this answer the man return 
rd with this ihtelligcnce and made us all eas) so that we passed 
the remaindtr of t!ie night quictt) nougli On the morning, 
^flr*casscm himself [lassed the river and t ncamped on tfic spot 
where we were TTic next da) he advanceil to the town of Bar, 
where he ordered Djagat seat mahub r1) and Radja SerSp 
chund his brother to be hacked to pieces (269) \ftcr that he 
marched on and took up his quarters in Djaafer qhan's garden 
close to A2un-abad from whence hr sent orders to put the 
atadel in repair hating appointed Mahmed amin qhan, with a 
fr<*8h bod) of troops for its defence 

A few days alter that on hearing thit the English had pos> 
Mfssed themseUes of the fortress of Mongh)T by treason his 
Icmper soured b) misfortunes and perfidies, broke all bounds 


(aSS) TUi iiwvcr Nvbkfa las been IransUlcd ^crupolou^l; nu; Sgnlf/ ellbef 
that th*7 ortre going to bary the mu by the Sawab s onter or that hs bad been 
killed by the Navrab s order The foroMr b qaho bsprobable, oot only as U was 
too small ao object for hb aueotloa, (ud iadaed thb care beloaged to tbt tiecea>ed s 
servama) bat as he was actoally Sying la the atxao*t pettorbattoa of miod^ 

and dying wltboat knoviog whither so that tha qaestloa belog A t yen oirryimg 
m Indy tktrr ^ The aoswer of coarse, must hare bsco. No ii is n dtnd tnsn mud 
tils Man is Gurghin-^kan k\tnst\/ oho Aar bet* pni tpdmik hy Iks Aartwi / otdtr 
isdg) The aothor’a DarraUre on these two brothers may be true ; bat an 
qumtioaably t b against the unlrersal report of thOMi times and, out of ten 
thousand boat-mea that paii erery year by a ccftam tower of the castle of ^oogfayr 
there ts not a mu but will point It oat as the spot where the two Djagat-seats 
were drowned noc b there u old woroau at Uonghyr but wlU repeat the speech 
d the herokal Cbonoy to hts oiastar's aaecotianera. It most be remsmbered, that 
theuthor without erer re-tooefalag bU work La the sequel, wrote at a time, ud 
la u army where U was oot safe to talk of such matter*, aod to make so many 
Inquiries. 
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Incensed beyond meni>ure at bO uiieKpectecl a rcveibt, and mib- 
trusting the future still inore than the past, he gave orders to 
Somro, the European, to put to death all the pribOnei ^ of that 
nation , (270) and that man, of a flint-like heart, ’.vithout any 
regard to the ties which bound him to those unfoiUumtes, who 
were of the same Christian religion with him, accepted the com^ 
mission without horror, and without reluctance Hint stony^ 
man repaired to the house, then called Hadji-ahmed s, where 
those ill-fated people were confined, land which having become 
the burying'ground of the English bince that day, lias had its 
name altered according!}) , and without the least hewtation, or 
the least remprse, he ordered all those unarmed men to be killed 
with musket-balls It is reported, that in such a moment of 
distress and perturbation, those unfortunate men, w'ithout losing 
courage, marched up to their murderers, and, with empty bottles, 
and stones, and brickbats, fought them to the last man, unfil 
they were all killed It appe?.rs, that two or three day^ be- 
fore this event, they had contrived, ' by the means of their 


{270) Somro was a German, and a Lutheran , but the Indniia, and indeed, the 
Persians, reckon all the Europeans, whom they design by the goncnl, name of 
Frenghees, to have but one country, one religion, and one language Lushington, 
although muOh wounded, ran at a man who had shot him, and, having wrenched 
the sabre out of his hands, be cut him down The next morning, when they came 
to bury the bodies, they found Gulston breathing and in spirits, and they talked of 
saving him , but the young man having given them much abusive language, and 
threatened them with a severe revenge he was taken by the legs, and thrown with 
the others, promiscuously in the fosse 

The next year, after that catastrophe, and it was in 1765, I remember to have 
seen, both at Banares, and at M8rsh8d-abad, three or four Commanders, who had 
refused the commission with indignation One of them, an elderly stout man, with 
a large pair ot whiskers, speaking to a company where I was, expressed himself 
in these words J did not refme fo do tt . no I only desired the- Navvab to give 
them sviords and bucklers, and that I mould fight them then , but, as to killing 
prisoners disarmed, that I -will never do -^Send your scavengers for that business 
This last part of the speech alludes to 3 particular custom m India, were scaven- 
gers, and none else, perform the business of executioners , and everybody knows 
that these people are suffered only in the outskirts of villages and towns, and that 
they are held m so much horror, that no man without forfeiting his clan, that is, 
without incurring damnation in this world and the other, and without being re- 
nounced by his wife children, relations, and kindred, can either eat with them, or 
eat of what they have touched, or indeed touch them , even being too near them 
IS reputed uncleanliness 
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fienanl^i to procure abroad, a number of muikcti equal to tbcir 
number wltli ammuniUoo 5uflicient for their purpose But they 
did not come to hand , for, had they succeeded in this attempt, 
they u cru rcsolv cd to make thoir escape by mam force , and if not, 
to kill trO many men !n their own defence, os should avenge their 
death, and do honour to their memory Of all the prisoners, not a 
man remained alive, sivo Doctor Fullarton, who by assisting 
profcssionaU> most of the Grandees of the Court, had endeared 
himself to them itc even had Mir cassrm himself for an ac 
quamtanco and fnend Tho next morning after the massacre, of 
nhich as yxt 1 knew nothing I nent to Court, and after ista) of 
one hour I got up to pay m> bow and to be gone Sfa^, said the 
Navvab yanr fnend ts earning As I knew nothing of what had 
happened I could not help asking with surprise, nbo was that 
fnend, and from nhtnee he came ? The Navrab ansnered Well, 
you maj' go I shall xend for you again On this answer Ire 
turned to my tents which were m Aaly hibrahim-qhan s com 
pound and 1 sate down full dressed expecting to be sent for 
again In a little time a mace bcarpr came to tell me that I was 
wanted I went immediately and was hardly seated in the 
Navv'ibs presence when 1 descried Doctor Fulbrton coming 
He wore nn Hindostany dress and presented, m compliance with 
the custom of tlie^e countnes, a few rupees, in nuaur, to tho 
Nawab The latter declined taking them, and graciousi) added 
these words 7 here spas na such eusloat between you and me 
hitherto and having embraced him, he bid him go and sit by 
hts friend The Doctor came, and seated himself close to me 
A moment after the Nawab looking at him steadfastly, ottered 
these words Fraud mth friends and treason with acquaint 
ances ! What did you mean by that f You havt received under 
your roof within the town a number of armed men, as sick 
and have lei them out again the night in which they have 
surprised the city walls The Doctor without the least dbmay 
or fear answered in a firm tone of voice My Lord Nawab I do 
not fear death You have killed all those countrymen of mine 
Do kill me, likewise you may you are the master But never 
Will I admit that I am guilty of treason I have not done 
that If it be proved against me I am content even now that 
you order me to be put to death After saying these words he 
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chanced to spy Akyidet-mend-qhan, brother to the famous 
Emir-qhan, who was sitting over against him, a nobleman, 
whose house at Azim-abad was parted from that of the Doctor s 
only by a wall " That nobleman,” said the Doctor, again, “ is 
“my neighbour. Asic him, inquire from whom you please 
As really the accusation, had no foundation, the nobleman in 
question vouched for the Doctor’s innocence, and said, that the 
Doctor was not guilty. On this assertion, the Navvab paused 
again, and putting on an air of kindness, he bade him go to 
Calcutta, if he had a mind to it , or else, he might remain with 
him. The Doctor had the prudence to decline going tio Calcutta 
The Navvab intended to avail himself of his mediation to renew 
with Governor Vansittart, and to come to some accommodation 
But, on observing his reluctance, he turned to me, and said, The 
man must be given to understand-^but you shall do that when 
you are by yourselves The word, by yourselves^ gave me some 
concern, lest I might fall under the imputation of having advised 
something contrary to his will But yet, obliged to comply with 
his commands, I took the Doctor behind a curtain, and spoke to 
him as I had been directed. The man shook his head, and said, 
“ That after Mr Amyatt’s murder, it was impossible to think of 
“ peace, and, over and above that, all his countrymen had been 
“ put to death last night ” This conversation I reported to the 
Navvab, who calling the Doctor up, desired Aaly-hibrahim-qhan 
and myself, to sit close to him, as associates in the consultation. 
The Doctor answered again, “ All that is utterly impossible , first, 
“ because the army which actually is on the road, will not suffer 
“ me to pass, but on the supposition that I shall find no obstacle, 
“ still my going would answer no purpose at all The murder of 

^ “ Mr Amyatt, a man quite innocent, is so infamous an action, 

“ as will for ever render ineffectual every proposal for an accom- 
“ modation ” At these words, the Navvab himself, who had now 
totally despaired of success, remained silent A moment after, 
he said. Since you cannot gOy you may re7nain where you please. 

I The Doctor replied, that wherever His Highness should bid him 
remain, there he would find himself very well At last the Navvab 
made him over to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, and bid him take care 
of his friend, and provide lodgings for him in the city, with the 
precaution, however, of putting some trusty persons at the door, 
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to ptL>(.nl Iuh an) inlcrcour^u abroad, and, lie added, 

lint he must lake a bccunly from the Doctor rhe latter, on 
bemt informed of the Nawabs order produced Mirza liimmet 
aal) for security and this nobleman acknouledged himself as 
such b) a writing under hia hand and seal A lodging being 
provided for the Doctor, proper persons were appointed at his 
gale Two daja after Mina birnmcl aal) with Aal> hibrahira 
qhan s coD>ent applied to tho Navvab for their removal and 
the latter having consented the Doctor remained at full liberty 
But this Prince hearing now that the English after having 
taken the rastlc of Monghyr were marching towards /Vsim abad 
thought proper to quit his station at Djaafer qhan s garden and, 
marching to the other side of thccit) he encamped at Poholvary 
Monghvr was taken in the following manner The English 
lanl s>iogc to the castle and Arcb-aal> qhan the Governor who 
was naturall) a cownrd and one who augured no good from his 
masters affairs sent them word that if they would give him a 
sum of money he would surrender hr fortress The English 
who were anxious to pursue Mir consented to what he 

asked and a certain sum having been paid the man he gained 
the gorriaon to his patty and surrendered the place The 
English put a garrison into it and marched to Azim abad but 
Mir-cassem not thinking it prudent to remain so near the enemy, 
advanced towards Bucrem a tov\n at eleven co ses from Azim 
abad and now reduced to ruins where be encamped From 
that camp he had the advantage of being master of the western 
gate of the city which was covered by a wet ditch and that of 
keeping open his communication with that fortress, to which be 
could occasionally send troops for its defence for he was 
sensible that the English coold not turn the aty as the southern 
part of It was defended by a lake full of water It was at this 
time likewise that Ahmed qUan cor^isby who^ since Ram 
nardln s confinement, bad always been in disgrace was sent for 
again and taken Into favour His estate and lands were restored 
to him and he even received some money to repay his charges* 
It was at this time also that Mir>abboo, son to Mir-cudret>oIlab, 
and grandson to Sheh sbukur oliab the Cadyrain rose Into favour 
He bad hitherto lived neglected and In disgrace on accoont of bis 
connections with Mir djaafer-qhan when, by one of the most 
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strange revolutions that can be conceived, he was sent for, and 
raised so high, that he aspired at ten times more credit and 
authority, than had fallen to the lot -of Gurglun-qhan himsdf 
He thought himself equal to the task of propping and shoring 
up the tottering edihce of Mir-cassem’s prosperity , and he 
applied himself intensely to the business of disciplining the' 
army, and defending Azim-abad , to which he used often to 
repair The troops, observing his rising favour, accustomed 
themselves to respect his person, and to avail theni'«elves of 
his recommendation in their applications to their master This 
new favourite, one day, having found a favourable moment, 
observed to the Navvab, that it was impropei to leave the 
Doctor in the power of Aaly-hibrahim-qhan's people Mir- 
cassem, who was now^ become more suspicious than ever, and 
stood like a blank sheet of paper, ready to receive any im- 
pression that might be stamped thereon, said to Aaly-hibrahim- 
qhan, that he must now make the Doctor over to others The 
Qhan answered^ “That His Highness, probably, did not re- 
“ collect, that the day when the Doctor had found a security, 
“ he had himself ordered his guards to be dismissed*, upon 
“ which order,” added he, “ I withdrew a few' people of my own,'' 
“ whom I had appointed to w'atch over his person , and now, 
“ whatever your commands maj be, will not fail to be obeyed.” 
This conversation of the Navvab’s having been imparted under- 
hand by the Qhan to the Doctor, the latter, w'ho saw his guards 
changed, suspected that something was in agitation against his 
person , and he thought it high time to contrive some expedient 
by which he might extricate himself Having found means 
to procure some people for himself, he would not admit Mir- 
abboo’s guards within the house, under pretence, that without 
an order from the Navvab, he could not follow them Mir- 
abboo having availed himself of these words to attack the 
Doctor s character, got some spies, or harcaras, and some con- 
siderable officers residing in town, to subscribe a paper, by which 
they attested that Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, m defiance of the order 
of His Highness, had not made the Doctor over to Mir-abboo. 
Mir-cassem, who was fully sensible of the declension of his for- 
tune, and knew how much reproachful words would seem to be 
out of season, contented himself with mentioning the Doctor’s 



plcx The Qlian answered, that he had from the \cr/ first order 
recalled Ids own people, and left the Doctor to himself '‘Let 
“then whoever prcicndh to be my servant," added he "be 
brought hither and examined and let him be punished as 
“ a liar nml impostor, by Mir abboo's people " The Doctor, 
whilst those disputes were taking place at rimp was gone to 
the Dutch factory where, having prevailed b) dint of money 
on th{ Master of an old condemned boat lo ferry him over to 
Hadjipoor wlirrc there were some English troops, ho got into 
that crazy vessel with Mina himmet all) his securil) and put 
off from shore On sight of this the guards appointed to 
prevent any boat from crossing over or even from moving at 
all, made baste to embark m other boats, and they went in 
pursuit of her But the Doctor was alread) in the middle of the 
nver where being spied by the English on the other side of the 
water, who saw distinctly a crazy boat endeavounng to make her 
escape the) threw themselves Into some boats at hand and flew 
to his assistance so that the guards being intimidated by this 
appearance returned and left the Doctor at Iibcrt) to land 
amongst his fnends The Navvab heanng of thb escape, 
ascribed the whole contnvance to Aaly hibrahim qhan but the 
limes were not favourable for such an Inqair) 

By this umc the English being arrived at /\iim abad march 
ed along the streets and markets to a boose close to Mirza qhald's 
quay, which now goes by the name of MaarSlT gunj and plant 
jng their cannon there, the) commenced battering the citadel 
But as the wall in that part consisted onl) of some bnck work, 
hardly made up with mud, it soon gave way and afforded a large 
breach The English with dint of cannon balls and bombs drove 
the besieged from it and at day break they got into the ntadel, 
and from thence into the city On the first news of the breach 
being made, Mif'Caasem had dispatched some thousand horse to 
attack the English, under the command of bu own nephew, Mir 
abboo aaly-qban, and of fais Paymaster Mir roshen aaly qhan 
These officers hating set out from camp in the evening marched 
the whole night, and in the morning they arrived near the aty, 
resolved to advance under cover by Mehdy gundj and Begum 
poorah, in order to come out at the Naqhai or Horse market, 
where they intended to commence their attack on the back of the 
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besiegers. Being arrived near Shah-medjnoon’b (271) hospice, 
they heard from the runaways that the English had got into the 
citadel by the breach, and from thence into the city. These 
words struck them with dismay At first they stood motionless, 
and doubtful whether they were to fall to or to retreat ; when at 
once, some English Talingas, who had advanced as far as the 
western gate, suddenly made their appearance on the outside of it. 
At sight of this, all that body of cavalry, without taking not«e of 
the smallness of their number, or inquiring whether they were 
followed by more, disbanded at once, and lied with so much 
blindness and precipitation, that some threw themselves head- 
long into the lake, where they were drowned , and others, in 
endeavouring to cross over, stuck in the mire and clay, and 
miserably perished Roshen-aaly-qhan himself was amongst the 
latter In his flight, he fell headlong into a deep place, lost his 
horse and turband, and escaped with his slippers in his hand, in 
which wretched condition he arrived in camp Mir-cassem, 
finding that fortune had turned her back upon him totally, and 
was now siding with his enemies, conceived that he had no other 
part left, but that of a retreat He therefore decamped, and 
marched to Muhib-aaly-poor There Mir-abdollah, overcome by 
the thoughts of parting with his house, consort, family, and 
property, quitted the army without leave, and, having cut his 
way with all the pains imaginable through crowds of peasants 
intent on plunder, he arrived in town with only his person , and, 
such silent retreats becoming now of fashion, Ahmed-qhan- 
coreishy soon was of the number Such a deseition, after all, 
was of a piece with his character, as well as with that of many 
others. On Mir-cassem’s forgiving his misdemeanours, and 
restoring him to favour, he had taken care to assume in his 
presence, and in that of his relations, a high flown style, and to 
talk much of the duties and fidelity incumbent on generous 
grateful minds But people who knew how much his heart was 
ulcerated against Mir-cassem these three years past, believed rio- 
thing of his protestations , and the event verified their suspicions , 
for this man, who had been or dered to assemble and' to send 

(271) This name signifies Saint Madman, and is a specimen of the whimsical 
names, which men assume m India, when they turn Fackirs, See the remark 
yd, section 8 
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provwionslo the ».ampal SHmshu nu^^ur, miAcaU ofihai, repaired 
to D&od nu^ur, where he bulled hitniclf m bctiemcs of revenge 
From Shlmilur nugur, Mir cosiem advanced to Shoh poora, 
v\ hlch IS a district Inhabit* il by Rohillai under several Zemindars 
there he forded the nver Sohon, and encamped on the other 
side, al a town called NcHloo which was full of traders tU 
that place he stopped a few da>s, in order to give time to bis 
consirt hii seraglio, and hu treasures to join him from Rhotoi 
under the command of Mtr sul^innn qhnit hts steward, a man 
on whom ht reposed tht utmost confidence, and who bad the 
absolute management of his favourite women os well as of his 
jewels and treasure 

It was this at encampment that Mirza nedjef qhan who had 
cKaped from 8dSa b> the w*ay oxer the mountains, came out of 
that MU) countr) and joined Mtr cassem On hearing of his 
intention to take shelter In Shudja cd ddulalfs country and of 
a treaty being on foot with that Prince, that officer who was 
full) acquainted with his temper and politics, strongl) objected 
to his talung sUch a resolution Never said he, never think 
“ of putting ) ourself in that Pnnee 8 power Retire within the 
fortress of Rhotos with >our family and treasures and leave 
the arm) and the management of the war to me f shall pick 
up amongst your troops a good bod) of choice infantry with 
a greater proportion of cavalry to which last I shall admit 
'none but those that are well mounted and who have robust 
ness and good wiU enough to follow me day and night on 
* horseback With these 1 sbalf be eternally liangpng on th^ 
rear of the English and shall cut them so much work, that 
the) shall not find time to range themselves In battle array or 
to take their meals after having done so much let happen 
‘what it will, and let fortune favour which party soever she may 
be pleased” The Nawab objected to the air and water of 
Rhotas and shewed a dismeUnation from shutting himself np 
' in that mountain for as to the rest the advice was good but 
it was not in hu destiny to avail himself of it Mirra nedjef 
qhan observing his reluctance proposed turning towards the 
Bondulcund and joining the Marbattas a powerful people who 
might be roused mto action and he offered to lead the way 
But this scheme did not please Mir-casscm he objected to the 
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length of the way, to his own ignorance of the country, to the 
diversity between his temper and that of the Marhattas, and to 
their riveted inclination for sack and plunder W ith such sen- 
timents in his heart, he thought that his getting into Shudjah- 
ed-doulah’s country, and in the Emperor’s Court, would prove 
the end of all his toils This inclination of his did not receive 
a little strength from the letters which came from Mirza-shems- 
eddin, to the same purport , they advised him to think of 
alliance with Shudja-ed-doula , and Mir-suleiman, Ins steward, 
foi purposes of his onn, was urging the same measure Mirza- 
nedjef-qhan, finding everyone bent on going to ^Shudja-ed- 
doulah, declared, that in that case, he would be obliged to quit 
the Navvab’s service Nevertheless, no party was determined 
yet; when letters came fiom Ahmed-qhan-coreishy, purporting 
that the English were arrived at Muhib-aaly-poor TIin in- 
telligence, although false and of Coreishy’s forging, equally sur- 
prised and consterned the Navvab , his perturbation of mind 
cannot be described. Another letter came again from the same 
artificious hand, with advice, that the English had sent, in all 
speed by water, a party of troops to Zemaniah, with a view to 
intercept his way into Shudja-ed-doula’s country That perfid- 
ious-man, not contented with sending these two forged intelli- 
gences, incited the Zemindars of his djaghir to plunder the lug- 
gers of Mir-cassem’s army, and to seize some of his baggage, 
which was on the road The Zemindars did as they were bid , 
and the runaways coming to camp, spread the unwelcome news 
everywhere Mir-cassem, confounded at such an universal 
desertion, quitted his camp, although he intended to tarry 
there a few da vs, and went forward It was at th2<^ -- f 

letteib caiii ^ father, advising me t i i . „ ^ i r 
family estate, a-, id ^ Cl .vere unfavouraldu to r'tn^ Mn- 
cassem , nor v a 1 nii ch di::.inchned from taking ^ tesolnuon, 
as the Nawab had the worst opinion of my coiinc oons \ruli the 
English, But such was my attachment to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, 
that I could not bear to part with him, no more than with Mirza- 
bakyr and Mirza-abdollah, until I had seen them in a place of 
safety I thought it unworthy and ungenerous to part with them, 
and, therefore, I continued with the fugitive army Mir-cassem, 
the next day, marched to Saharseram, and from thence he 
S. M VOL ll .~65 
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advanced farther, and encamped at Sanot mchoia, on the bankt 
of the river Durg^oty, where the army was miutcred and paid 
The pa) ment having lasted until It was dark, some people that 
had accounts to scUto with the several ofHccrs, coming to high 
words with the clerks, a great outcry was rabed, according to 
the custom of the latter , and this being soon echoed throughout 
the whole army, caused such an uproar, that Mir cossem, astonish 
sd at those confused cries, came bare footed to the door of Kb tent 
walls, and could not help exclaiming, That^ to all appearance^ 
thoee ungrateful soldiers had raised a sedition But, as the 
Divine Prqyidcncc reserved that army and its master for purposes 
of Its own, the uproar and tumult subsided of themselves. The 
next morning Mir cossem finding Nedjef>qhaii totally averse 
from going to Shudja*cd dOub's country, dismissed him with a 
present of one be and a half of rupees, and of five elephants , after 
which he marched forward, and encamped on the bonks of the 
little riv er of Kcrem nassa. There he received letters and a parcel 
from Mirza-shems<eddm his agent at Shudja cd dSubs Court 
rhe parcel contained a Coran on some bbnk leaves of which 
glonous book was written that Prince's safe conduct and promise, 
under his hand and seal Tlib sight seemed to please him 
From the Kerem noasa he marched Into Radja Balvand sings 
country which is of Shudjo^ed dOub k jurisdiction and he en 
camped on Ihe banks of the Ganga where we shall leave him at 
present to resume our narrative of the consequences of the 
disaster at 8d3a nab 

VVblbt Mir-ca&sem was passing by Mongbyr, a revolution 
took place at PSmniah Rofa eddin hoss^in-qhan, son to Seif 
qban, and grandson to the fomoos Emir>qhan, Governor of CobSI, 
was the contriver of iL This man dbpleased with his situation at 
Court where his salary being smalh it obliged him to support his 
rank, by selling piece meal what little be had saved of the wreck 
of his family s fortune now resolved to emerge from that state 
of bnmihatlon Under pretence of mtending to follow Mir 
cossem and of his inability to do it by land, be bad hired an old 
boat, which he kept in a brook that fell Into the Ganga intbbhe 
passed bis time, ail the while attentive on what tarn Mir-^cassemb 
affairs might take One day he took hb resolabon at once 
and without the knowledge of anyone friend or acquaintance, he 
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crossed the -Ganga,’ went over to PSramah, and landed in the 
house of one Mehdy-beg, who had been his father’s director and 
titular saint It was in the dark of the night The man, sensi- 
ble of Mir-casseni’s severity and exactitude, found that such an 
arrival exposed him to the utmost danger, as well as his guest, 
and he advised him to quit his house, and even PSramah im- 
mediately , and that too at that very moment, rather tlian at half 
an hour hence The adventurer, on hearing these words, gfjt 
into his boat that instant, and dropping down the stream, he 
concealed her in a retired place five or six cosses distant, at a 
spot, where the little river that passes close to PSramah, joins 
the old bed of the Cossey in the rainy season. There he lived 
five or SIX days under a borrowed name, having no more with him 
than five or six people He had the precaution to station some 
spies and messengers, or harcaras, at SdSa, who were to give 
him notice of what turn affairs would take, before the event 
should become public In this manner, on the English rendering 
themselves masters of the intrenchments at that post, he was the 
first that got intelligence of it at PSraniah , and, as Shir-aaly- 
qhan, the Governor of the country, was absent, being one of the 
defenders of those intrenchments, the country was left empty of 
troops ; for, the Governor’s brother, with a few soldiers, was 
rather concealed within the palace, than able to govern the prov- 
ince Just at that time, a sum of two lacs of rupees had been 
sent on board of some boats, under the guard of a few messengers, 
which were intended for the treasury at Monghyr , and these also 
had come and taken shelter close to our adventurer’s crazy vessel. 
The latter, who had been so early informed of the defeat at SdSa, 
repaired again in the dead of the night to the saint's house , and, 
as the adventurer s father had commanded in that country for 
forty years together, and himself had lived there in much influ- 
ence and splendour, as son-in-law to Sdyd-ahmed-qhan, most of 
the inhabitants of those parts, who had been either in the service 
of his family, or were beholden to it for their welfare, proved 
well-intentioned for his cause. He was, therefore, listened to 
with respect, so that sending for some of his ancient friends, he 
desired them to assemble in the night time those of their acquaint- 
^ ances whom they knew to be brave and well armed, and to 
bring them to him before day-break , as on the next morning he 
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and good luck, he continued lo ride in the field? of commnnd 

and success foi a number of yeais together ; noi did he lose his 

scat, but when Mahmed-rewi-qhan came to bo piomoted to the 

office of Deputy Governor of Bengal. 

We have left Mir-cassem ciossing the Kerem-nassa, and fly- 
ing to Balvent-sing’s country, a dependence of Sudjnh-ed-doula’s 
Fcaiful of a pursuit from the Englisli, he did not think* himself 
in a place of safety, until he was at six or seven cosses l>"yond 
Banarcb, where he encamped ; and so far liKewisc did I go in 
company with my friends There I took my leave of them, and 
’’went to Banarcs, wheic, after enjoying the honour of kissing 
the feet of His Highness Shch-mahmed-aaly-hezin (whom may 
God place amongst the highest of his elect ! ) I took my abode 
in the house of my excellent maternal uncle, Sdyd-abdol-.naly- 
qhan, the valiant, whom I found oppressed hy povcrly and dis- 
tress It was there I was taking some repose from the toils of 
so laborious a campaign ; but, I amused myvsclf likewise with 
seeing often my friends at camp, and some limes 1 paid a visit 
to Mir-cassem himself The latter one day askinl me, 
vi/n/s/ my faihc) and hi others ivcrc jtt connection and in 
pondence with the Enyli'ih, / took the unproffahle fronh/e of 
followiny a fugitive in hi ret i cat ? Had you not hotter, vr, 
join the English likewise? Mortified by such an addicss, I 
answered that, “ Although in friendship with those foreigners, I 
" had never betrayed Inm ; noi had I done .inylhing ag.ainsi 
"his service; nor had I kept any secret eoi rcspondeiuvMvith 
" his enemies ; nor had I ever served tluMii as a spy ; nor was 
"such conduct of a piece with my chaiactei . Else,” added I, 
" in imitation of so many others, who have deserted you, without 
"knowing hardly where to go for bread, I could with a deal ol 
" ease turn to my right, and go to enjoy my father and self in 
"our family estate. Gcneiosity and friendship would not suffer 
” it ; nor could 1 resolve upon committing such, a base action.” 
To all this apology, ' the Navvab answered, by only icmainmg 
silent, but this silence was of a bad omen ; and, from that day, 
I ceased to go so often to sec him ; contenting myself with serv- 
ing the holy man above, and with visiting often Aaly-hibrahim- 
qhan, with some other select friends , and there was the more 
propriety in that beliaviour of mine, as Mir-cassem was now 



519 


MUTAQH.ERI.N. 

favourite, whom Mirza-shems-eddin, first envoy of Mir-cassem’s, 
had made use of as a mediator with Shudjah-ed-ddula. Mir- 
suldiman, after having secured all these great men, returned 
to Mir-cassem’s camp with letters of consolation from everyone 
of them, all fraught with promises without bounds, and com- 
pliments without end. But Mirza-shems-eddin was already 
arrived with letters, both from the Vezir, and from the Emperor. 
They contained such expressions of kindness as eased*' Mir- 
cassem's mind, and determined him to turn his views to that 
side, and to repair to their Courts. As to Mirza-nedjef-qhan, 
that officer, after taking leave of Mir-cassem, turned to the left, 
and went into the Bundelcund ; where the Radja, or Prince of the 
country, who thought that the arrival of such a man could not 
but prove advantageous to his own affairs, took him into his 
service, and shewed him the utmost honour and attention 
After his departure, the fugitive Prince, who on Mir-Suldiman’s 
return had entirely made up his mind, having picked up amongst 
his troops such as he thought of the best service, dismissed and 
paid the rest, and then directed his route towards the Emperor's 
and the Vezir's camp 

As to myself, this retreat put me under the necessity of 
providing for my own circumstances. Finding that f was destitute 
of an equipage suitable to such a voyage, as well as fully sensible 
that Mir-cassem would never repose any confidence in me, I 
thought it best to return to Banares, and to remain there For 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, naturally displeased with Mir-cassem’s follow- 
ers, being now encamped on the banks of the Kerem-nassa, 
whilst people entertained doubts about what turn the Vezir's 
assistance might give to the affairs of the vanquished, it would 
have been imprudent in me to return to Azim-abad ; and on the 
other hand, I reckoned it a happiness, unexpectedly provided 
for me by Heaven, to pass my days at the feet of the venerable, 
holy personage mentioned above. Thanks without measure 
are due to that cream of living men, for that in such a time of 
despondence and anxiety, he vouchsafed to bestow some of the 
precious moments of his time in conversing with so humble 
an individual, as this the most inconsideirahle of men My 
pen and tongue would fail in enumerating the thousandth part 
of the kindnesses he had for me , nor do I know how I could 
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thinking of diamkiing great part of thoio tiiat liacl Mloucd his 
fortune 

It must bo observed that, amongst the multitudes of covered 
carnages of all sorts that attended Mir-casscm’s harem sera, 
or sanctuary, in hia retreat, there were numbers of covered 
coaches and chain, which passed for containing some favourite 
ladies, but which in reality contained nothing but bags of white 
clothjkfall of gold com, and of gems, as well as of jewels of high 
value All these, together with Mir cassem’s Begum and his 
other ladies, both on going to Rhotas and in coming from thence, 
were entrusted ^o the care of Mir suliiman^qhan his stew'ard ’ 
a man on whom he used to repose the highest confidence, but 
who being well apprised of the variety of contents in the covered 
carnages stole and embezilcd a number of jewels, of such a 
value, as could not be reckoned but by lacs The Navvab had 
some notice given him of the treason, and himself soon became 
sensible of it but he was sensible Iikew ise that the unprosperous 
state of his a0airs did not admit of his examining his effects or 
of calling bis servants to an account and espeaall) such a man 
as Mir 8ul6unan>qhan For the latter, after this performance of 
bu, had put on a Fakir's garb with which be used to go to Court 
and it was curious to see him sometimes planted over against 
the Navvab, with a handkerchief m bis hand, with which he 
wiped the tears that Sowed abundantly along bis cheeks He 
IbI upw sighed and sobbed, and was saying to him How shall my heart 
alas! and how shall my eyes bear to see my good master in 
sueh a ecndxUon T And it was with such farces as these that the 
man went on until the person who had come on Shudjah-cd 
dfiula 5 part to compliment and console Mir»cassem being on 
his return he was himself sent in bis company as an envoy 
to that Pnnee In this embassy the treacherous hypocrite 
took care to make his peace with Beni bahadyr who was Prime 
Minister to Shudjah ed-ddula with Aaly bog qhan his General, 
and with Mir behloo, which latter bad been once tutor to that 
^ Pnnee. With all these as well as with all the favountes of that 

Pnnee s, be found means to ingratiate himself by making them 
sharers m the treacherous booty which he had made, giving to 
wme of them gems of an imroenM value He also took care 
to procure himslf the protection of Salar dsung a principal 



favourite, whom Mirza-shems-eddin, first envoy of Mir-cassem s, 
had made use of as a mediator with Shudjah-ed-doula. Mir- 
sul6iman, after having secured all these great men, returned 
to Mir-cassem’s camp with letters of consolation from everyone 
of them, all fraught with promises without bounds, and com- 
pliments without end But Mirza-shems-eddin was already 
arrived with letters, both from the Vezir, and from the Emperor. 
They contained such expressions of kindness as eased'-' Mi r- 
cassem’s mind, and determined him to turn his views to that 
side, and to repair to their Courts As to Mirza-nedjef-qhan, 
that officer, after taking leave of Mir-cassem, turned to the left, 
and went into the Bundelcund , where the Radja, or Prince of the 
country, who thought that the arrival of such a man could not 
but prove advantageous to his own affairs, took him into his 
service, and shewed him the utmost honour and attention. 
After his departure, the fugitive Prince, who on Mir-Suleiman’s 
return had entirely made up his mind, having picked up amongst 
his troops such as he thought of the best service, dismissed and 
paid the rest, and then directed his route towards the Emperor’s 
and the Vezir’s camp 

As to myself, this retreat put me under the necessity of 
providing for my own circumstances Finding that I was destitute 
of an equipage suitable to such a voyage, as well as fully sensible 
that Mir-cassem would never repose any confidence in me, 1 
thought it best to return to Banares, and to remain there For 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, naturally displeased with Mir-cassem’s follow- 
ers, being now encamped on the banks of the Kerem-nassa, 
whilst people entertained doubts about what turn the Vezir’s 
assistance might give to the affairs of the vanquished, it would 
have been imprudent in me to return to Azim-abad , and on the 
other hand, I reckoned it a happiness, unexpectedly provided 
for me by Heaven, to pass my days at the feet of the venerable, 
holy personage mentioned above Thanks without measure 
are due to that cream of living men, for that in such a time of 
despondence and anxiety, he vouchsafed to bestow some of the 
precious moments of his time in conversing with so humble 
an individual, as this the most inconsiderable of men My 
pen and tongue would fail in enumerating the thousandth part 
of the kindnesses he had for me , nor do I know how I could 
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de5cribe the care and benlgnit> witli\\hjch he used to administer 
consolation to m> grief M) pen incapable to come op to so 
difRcult a task, as that of mcnUonlng them worthily, acknow 
ledges with a hundred thousand excuses, its Inability and impo- 
tence on that ancctlng subject 

But to return to our narrathe The completion of the times 
being now so vicious that nothing Is to be seen amongst the 
genciallty of mankind but double d6aling and a traitorous diver 
sity between the tongue and the Iicart and such moralshaving 
become fashionable amongst men and especially amongst great 
folks, there Is ^no wonder if neither Shudjah cd dOulah, nor the 
Emperor were wanting to themselves in making artlficlous In 
vitatlons to Mlr-cassem, and In swearing 10 promises and treaties 
which they never intended to put to execution For they were at 
the same time writing letters of congratulation to Mir djaafer 
qhan and entering into treaties and negotiations with both that 
Prince and his allies It was on this occasion that Rio-shitab- 
riy, of whom mention bos been more than once made In these 
sheets, appeared again upon the stage of the world This able 
man on quitting Axim-abad bad repaired to A8d, where soon 
getting into Shudjah-ed ddulab s service, and Into the good graces 
of Beni bahadyr, hu Minister and Deputy he was now reckoned 
one of the latter s principal favourites and as this Minister, on 
the other hand had taken umbrage at MIrxa shems eddin’s 
managing the whole of Mir-cassem s negotiation with Shudjah 
ed dOulah solely through Salar-djungs mediation without his 
(Beni bahadyr 5) privacy or participation so he resolved on his 
side to overturn all that structure to which they had given him 
no share and to raise a treaty and a negotiation on his owm 
bottom with Mir djaafer -qhan and with the English by inspiring 
his master with a mistrust of the former negotiation or at least, 
by Instilling In hla mind some doubts tending that vray With 
this view he pitched upon ShlUb r4y who wis sent with a 
message and with letters full of dviHty, together with a Qhylaat 
or dress of honour , and thus both the Nawab and his Ministers 
were now In warm connecUons and conferences with the two 
parties Mlr-djaafcr availed hlmseU of RAo-shltab rdy s arrival, 
to send the of a thousand rupees to Abdol aaly-qhan, my 
maternal uncle, at Bauares hut this remembrance of his was due 



solely to my uncle's being under a disgrace with Mir-cassem. 
and to his having been expelled Azim-abad, when Ram-nariiin, 
whose friend and servant he had been, was put under con- 
finement My uncle having crossed over to the English camp, 
was received by Mir-djaafer-qhan with a deal of kindness ^ 
and this sudden flow of good fortune happened at the very time 
when my illustrious father, finding how matters had turned out, 
had thought it expedient to pay a visit to the new Navvab of 
Bengal, and was actually in camp with his two sons He was, 
however, received indifferently , the new Viceroy, doubtless, 
having disliked lus person on no better reason than that of his 
having been formerly treated with so much consicVration and 
respect by Mir-cassem 

Whilst the negotiation was going on with Mir-cassem, the 
Emperor and the Vezir were going to Uah-abad, in order to 
bring under controul the country of Bundel-cund , and as they 
had wished that the interview should take place at that city, 
Mir-cassem marched thither , and the armies approached so 
near to each other, as to be divided only by a plain of tliree 
cosses The Vezir, with great pomp and magnificence, set out 
at the head of ten or twelve thousand horse to visit Mir-cassein , 
and the latter, on being informed of it, oidered Ins disciplined 
Sipahis to form a lane of about a quarter of a inile in length, one 
end of which commenced at the door of his tent walls , and these 
as well as the tents being Imng up with the utmobt care and 
neatness, were filled up with Commanders and Officers well- 
dressed On the Vezir’s approaching, Mir-cassem went out as 
far as the inner gate of his tent wall, where these two illustrious 
personages having saluted each other, according to the rules of 
Hmdostany civility, by an embrace, went together to take their 
seats on the same Mesned The Vezir, after having made the 
greatest protestations to his guest, spoke to him with every kind- 
ness imaginable , and he invited him to go in his company upon 
a visit to the Emperor The offer was accepted , but, on his 
going to get up, one and twenty elegant tables, or Qh6ans, (272) 
were brought in, covered with a variety of the richest and 

1373) These 0h6an3 are trays three feet long, and two broad, elegantly railed 
in, and ingeniously painted and gilt, as well as covered \yith a fringed towel of rich 
embroidery The etiquette is to bring them close to the receiver, ^nd the steward, 
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most curious stuffs. These were followed b) large plates and 
Qhdans containing mounted jewels, with a variety ol loose gems, 
and pearls unstrung After these, w-ere presented Several elc 
phants of the greatest aiar This ceremony being over, the Vciir 
got upon his own elephant , and, on his desiring hli guest to be 
mounted with him they sate on the same Ambarry, (373) and went 
together to the Imperial tents where Mir cassem being introduced, 
paid his respects to the Emperor after which the Vciir went 
off to his own camp whilst MIr-cassem returned to his quarters 
The next day the latter returned the visit Tlie Vczlr ordered his 
Mogul Cavalry to put on ihcirscarlet colts and with Ihcir muskets 
in their hinds lo form a lane from the main street of the camp, 
up to his oivn tenL Mir cassem having advanced with a pomp 
mixed with military array landed at the outer gate of the Veair's 
tent walls On his getting nithio the Vezir ad\ meed to the 

border of his carpeting and taking Mir-cassero b) the hand, he 

carried him to his Mesned upon which they took their scats 

together whilst the tent and the outer )ards were filled with 

Commanders richly attired and Officers vrelMressed. The Vezir 
did everything 10 his power to administer consolation to his 
guest He promised his help and assistance in the strongest 
terras and made him hope that one day his three dominions 
would be recovered from the hands of the -tringers A few 
da)s after thin visit Mir cassem made choice of Aal) hlbnhim 
qhan, to carr} to Shudjoh cd-ddulah s consort a set of lady 
jewels, (374) oF a value that could be reckoned only by lacs. To 
these were added a Rutt, or four wheeled carnage of the utmost 
magnificence , it was drawn by two yonng elephants, coiercd 
with trappings of the nchest embroidery By the same noble 
man be sent a message to Ab 81 mansSr qhan’s consort mother 
to Sbudjah cd dflulah which Pnnccss he addressed by the ap 
pellation of mother requesting h er protection and expressing a 

oT»nua of dIrtlocdoQ, raWaj: one eorw of tint cortriaj, glwi him Joit • 
gUmp* of the cooUoU, Md «, morot tb* boo too beint 00I5 to art » glaoco *t 
thetn, sod to cootliuu tb« cooreesstioD. 

(373) Th« Amburj dlHoi. from Uuj Hlodih la tUi, Hut tli« former bu a 
euopj uHbmlcoIuri for tr,«llu.g uH for SUI. whma tb. UtUr lui 00 
coTer ssd is for vsr 

Io74)Tbs.xpre«loo of ^ bmu Ut^y pn, 

•erred, to girt the resders gUmpie of tbs Hlodostso^ Idiom oo tbst heed 
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hope in her good will , nor did the message fail to be accompanied 
by some jewels of high value. These ceremonies being over, 

politics were brought upon the carpet 

As Shudjah-ed-doulah had come so far only with a view to 
bring nnder controul some districts of Bundel-cund, and to 
receive the revenues and balances due on some other territories 
of Ilah-abad, which were detained , the matter seemed likely ^o 
be spun to some length, as the Radja of Bundel-cund did not 
shew any sign of submission This furnished Mir-cassem with an 
opportunity of shewing himself to advantage. As he feared 
nothing so much as a delay, the consequences of \^hich might 
afford the English time enough to fix themselves firmly in their 
new conquests, he sent a pressing message to the Vezir on that 
subject He was answered, that such an expedition could not 
be commenced, before the countries about Ilah-abad were brought 
into order. Mir-cassem replied, that if this was all that detained 
the Vezir, it was needless that he (Mir-cassem) sliould remain 
with so much artillery, and so many good troops, uselessly 
encamped Please^ said he, to t'efer that small affair to me, 
your friend, and / will undertake in a little time to bring it 
to a conclusion with a deal of ease The proposal being accepted, Mir < 
Mir-cassem crossed the Djumna, and getting into the heart of 
the country, he soon marched beyond Beni-bahadyr, the Vezir’s Bunt 
General, who had been loitering his time in that fruitless expedi- 
tion As he had a good tram of artillery, mounted and served 
after the European manner , and he commanded a body of picked 
men, disciplined after the English fashion, and all inured to the 
service , he soon reduced some forts that had stopped the Vezir’s 
General , and he so intimidated the Princes of the country by a 
' warfare and a sight so unusual in the armies of Hindostan, that 
the principal fortress of the country opened its gates and sur- 
rendered , and the Radjas, availing themselves of the mediation 
of Mirza-nedjef-qhan, who was in their service, and had been well 
used by Mir-cassem, soon came to an agreement, by which they 
I surrendered the districts in question, and submitted to pay the 
I balances demanded , moreover, they gave security for the pay- 

■ ment of those sums. Mir-cassem, after this successful expedition, 

that gladdened his heart, and did him a deal of honour, soon 
rejoined the Vezir’s army, and proposed again to march towards 
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the ciiblcrn counlnca Tins bchcmc v, os agreed to, and the Vciir, 
with the Emperor and Mir-caasem marched do\vn the nver and 
encamped at the city of Banarcs It \n as m the middle of the 
D fj&i. month of Ramazan, of the year 1177 of the Hegira, at which 
period I liad been already living these five months in the city, 
‘ when tbi< arrival put it in my power to enjoy my friends and 

acquaintances once more for Mir^casstm was defeated about 
the end of the second Rebi, or in the beginning of the first 
Djemadi and it w'as tlic middle of Ramazan when he appeared 
again at Banarcs ivith the Emperer and the Vczir, in full hopes 
of recoverir^, the sovereignty of his lost dominions The agree 
nicnt he concluded was on these terms ‘ That on the Vczir’s 
‘ crossing the Ganga and entering the enemy s country, Mir 
casiicra from that day and for so long as the expedition might 
hst would pay him for the expenses of his army a subsidy of 
‘ eleven bes of rupees per month ’ 

Fortune would have it so that before this army had moved 
It should be joined by an unexpected reinforcement Mir 
djoafer^qhan on stoppbg at the Kerem nassa, and giving over 
his pursuit, had promised the troops a sum of money by way of 
gratuity as a reward for so laborious a campaign but as the 
money was not paid Moshur Medec, a Frenchman who served 
in the English army bad come to some altercations with the 
English Commander on that failure and the matter went so far 
that the Frenchman at the bead of above a hundred soldiers 
of his nation quitted the camp with arms anef. baggage and I 
believe also, with a field piece and marched into Radja Balvand 
sing’s country A party of English pursued him for some time 
but on recoliccliog the impropnety of lighting up the flames of 
dissension for so small a subject, and aflording a matter of 
discontent to the Vezir they returned back and the French 
took service with Shudjab ed dOuJah 

Whilst these three mighty personages, to ■mt the Vezir the 
Emperor and Mir-caasem were encamped at Banares, they 
used to pay their respects together to the venerable Shch 
mahmed^aaly hexin (whom God may place amongst the highest 
of his elect ! ) and they were admitted to the honour of waibng 
upon His Holiness (X75) And it was several times observed in 


(»73J Thli ant e d oti, which b UtoraUy traeaUted, sb«wa thff high reapect paid 



525 


mutaqherin 

what fell from the lips of His Venerable Majesty, that he object- 
ed to their marching against the English, as they were so very 
inferior to those strangers in the arts of war, in discipline, m- 
' knowledge, and especially m union and concert amongst them- 
selves He also strongly dissuaded me from following the com- 
bined army These people, said he, are not likely to be successful 
against tho'se strangers , and, I believe, that after having only 
measured the road for some stages forwards, they wiH in a 
short time measure if backwards again But this discourse did 
not make upon me all the impression it deserved , and the desire 
of rejoining my family, and of revisiting those plapes and friends 
to which I had been accustomed from my youth, did not suffer 
me to avail myself of so salutary a warning, and to enjoy the 
honour of waiting much longer or His Holiness The Vezir, a 
few days after that visit, threw a bridge of boats over the Ganga ; 
and that army, as numerous as the billows of the sea, crossed 
over, and a little after, was put in motion It was through the 
Radja Balvand-sing’s country This Prince, who was exceed- 
ingly shrewd, and withal so wealthy, that his riches were reckon- 
ed by corors, bore a great character amongst the Gentoos for 
prowess , but was so very wary and shy, that no art, and no 
persuasion, had ever been able to bring him to pay a visit to 
Ab81-mans8r-qhan, or to his son, Shudjah-ed-doulah At this 
time, however, he was persuaded by Beni-bahadyr, and all 
fhe Commanders of that Minister’s troops, who pledged them- 
selves for his safety , and he listened to the insinuations of 


to learning in India, and to that man in particular But there is a great deal more 
than this anecdote Shudjah-ed doula and Mir cassem having repeated the visit, 
as if to take their leave, ■were honoured •mtth the Qhylaat of a rich Dopata each, 
and this was bound round their turbant, not by the holy man himself, but by ,hi 3 
steward Nor did he stand up for them, whereas ,both these Princes as well as 
the Emperor, had bowed profoundly to him This man, who had always a large 
number of servants, and lived well, and made presents to Sovereigris at the head 
of mighty armies as one who confers marks of honour, was reputed to have a 
familiar genius that brought him money, or at least to be master of the Philo- 
sophical Stone He spent a thousand rupees per month , but at bis death he was 
found to be reduced to his last thirty-four mohurs or double guineas, whether his 
familiar, sensible of his approaching end, had ceased his supply, or his 'servants 
had made away with the rest He was aged eighty-two, and preserved his senses 
to the very last— Sre remark 8o, section viit 



THE fR 


336 

N8rMil liaskcn (jhan, the Bclgramitc a man of consequcncL, ulio 
although sent to enforce by hw presence the balances due by 
lliat Zemindar, had gained much credit on his mind Induced by 
the persuasions of so many persons of character, u ho pledged 
tlii-mscKcs for his safely he now for the first lime made liw ap 
pcaraace In the camp of a Vfccroy but it was in the middle of 
tuo or thn.c thousand picked horse and several thousand men 
of inliantry, all attached to his person and it \v«.9 with such a 
cortege he paid his respects to the Vcrir This addition great 
as It was was hardly perceived in an army, which proved so very 
numerous that (is far as the c>c could extend, it covered the 
country and plains like an inundation and moved like the 
billows of a sea But there was so little order and discipline 
amongst these troops and so httfe were tlic men accustomed to 
I command that in the very middle of the camp, they fought 
against each other killed and murdered each other, plundered 
each other and went out a plondcnng and a marauding without 
be. the least scruple or the least controuJ No one would inquire 
into those matters and those ungovernable men scrupled not 
to plunder to the right and left with impunity and even to stnpe 
and kill people of their own army it they chanced to lag behind 
their mam or to be found in some lonely spot They behaved 
exactly like a troop of highway men It was not an army, but 
a whole aty in motion and you could have found in It what 
ever could be bad in former times in Shah djehan abad itself, 
whilst that city was the capital and the eye of all Hmdostan 
But if that moving city swarmed whh so many senseless men 
it had likewise some men of sense and these never ceased to 
represent directly, as well as indirectly That to wage w'ar with 
“ the English, according to the method customary m India would 
not answer any good purpose That whenever those strangers 
' should be left at liberty to range themselves in battle array 
"according to their owm mles, with their field pieces properly 
‘stationed, and their Taiiogas upon the wings, so few as a 
thousand of them wonld always prove an overmatch for an 
army ol fifty thousand Hmdostaniea That since then the 
Veiir'a mode of warfare was by skinaubes and bis soldiers 
were mured to that custom it would be more advantageous to 
' leave the heavy baggage, \ntb the greater part of the troops, 


e camp where they were , and with a choice body of pick- 
len, horse and foot, to advance on the enemy, amongst 
n divisions had already crept so far, that they thought 
of a retreat That now was the time to fall at once un- 
ictedly upon them, before they had prepared for their 
:h If we succeed in breaking their ranks,” said they, 
in disturbing their battle arra)^, victory is ours, and success 
:rowned our design If we are repulsed, we shall ^have 
d some of them at least , and by hanging endlessly on 
■ rear, destroying their carriages, rendering their cannon 
2SS, cutting off their laggers, burning their baggage, ravag- 
their country, and rendering their subsistence difficult, we 
1 keep them in perpetual alarms every day without fail , 
so however as to encamp every night out of the reach of 
urprise , and this mode of war must be kept on, without 
ting them for a moment, until they are gone within the 
is of Azim-abad If, before they reach that place, we 
reed in destroying them by retail, we have carried our 
it, else, if we have not, we shall retire towards Sahar- 
im, and pass the rainy season there , and meanwhile, 
cers of understanding and abilities, with several bodies of 
Dps, may be sent over to the other side of the Ganga, into 
district of Sarun, whose business shall be to take possession 
1 country undefended, but where, without offering the least 
ury to the meanest husbandman, the revenue and land-tax 
st be settled upon so low a footing, as that the contribution 
,y be raised with the greatest ease, and may still, by its 
iity, contribute to gain the hearts of the Zemindars, and of 
; inhabitants By such a method, contributions might be 
:ablished in many districts of Bahar and Bengal, not too far 
)m the army , as whilst those troops would be employed on 
s other side of the Ganga, others might be as usefully em- 
Dyed on this side, up to the environs of Azim-abad That 
sanwhile, parties ought to be kept running up and down 
e river, and scouring every part of it, whose business would 
; to seize or sink every boat going to Azim-abad, and even 
put every boatman to the sword , a practice that would soon 
it a stop to all importation of grain for the enemy's account, 
he English indeed will resist , but being straitened for victuals 
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“and for cvcr)thini, cUc they will of ihcmscKc’' cMCuatc 
“ Azim nbad and rcluin to Bengal x\ftcr Vihicb retreat, \i will be 
“ time enough to examine again what line of conduct we arc to 
‘ punuc " 

ThU advice upon the mode of prosecuting the war was a 
wise one, and the best undoubtedly that could be given , but it 
made no impression on the mind of the Vcxir, a man predes- 
tinated to a reverse of fortune He was so full of himself, and so 
proud to have fought by the side of the Abdali king, whom he 
had taken for his model that whenever an)ono made bold to 
propose an) advice upon tlic mode of carrying on the war he 
used to cut him short with a do not trouble yourself about that 
you shall Ji^ht as I shall bid you The English meanwhile 
being much diminished in number, and much fatigued by so 
severe a campaign in the very height of the rainy season, had 
commenced flagging Intimidated by Shudja ed-douUh's char 
acter for prowess and Impressed with an opinion of the bravery 
and number of his troops, they did not think themselves a match 
for them in the field With this notion they repassed the Sohon 
and resolved to retire within the walls of Axim-abad The 
ramp at Baesar was therefore raised and they retreated with pre 
clpitation Shudjah<d dOulah with the Emperor and Mir 
evssem in his company marched on proudly and triumphantly 
and having advanced by continual marches he entered the 
province of Azim abad where his troops burning and plundering 
to the distance of five or six cosscs in every direction, did not 
leave a trace of population throughout all that tract of ground 
The poor inhabitants, whose hearts had been expanded on 
hearing of the arrival of an Emperor and a Venr no sooner 
found themselves exposed to every kind of insult and oppression, 
than they returned their heartiest thanks to the English, and 
prayed to God for iheic prosperity and return for this nation 
so far from plundcnng and sacking had never offered the 
least injury to any one individual throughout all their campaigns 
in Bengal 

As soon as I saw the Vczir's army amved at Mecrdin a 
considerable town on the banks of the Sohon I could not help 
thinking of my family I bad panted this longwhiJe for a sight 
ol ray mother and foigettini^ at once the Fangumnry and 
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undisciplined disposition of these troops, I gotintoach68pala,(276) 
a carriage very well known in India, and set out thoughtlessly 
for Hossein-abad, Avhich was the capital of the district constitut- 
ing the hereditary djaghir, or estate of our family I had with 
me only two or three servants, and a bullock loaded with' some 
small baggage We passed the Sohon, and, taking by the way 
a friend of mine, called Mahm8d-qhan, with tw'O or three men 
more, I went forw'ard Being arrived at Sheh-p8ra, ajittle 
town, deserted by its Inhabitants on account of the ravages com- 
mitted by the Vezir’s troops, I w'as surprised to hear the neigh- 
ing of horses, and then to see a number of armed men , but 
could not comprehend from whence came those horses, and how 
any of the inhabitants had dared to stand their ground With a 
little reflection I found they must be some freebooters from the 
army , and, thinking it improper to tarry there, I was pushing 
onward A moment after, I perceived a cloud of dust, from 
whence rose now and then a number of pikes I was confound- 
ed at -the sight A little after I discovered that the dust was 
raised by several thousands head of cattle, amidst which could 
be distinctly seen two or three hundred Moghul and Afghan 
troopers, of the Vezir’s army Finding myself alone in that 
lonely plain, with only my friend in his choSpa^a, and a few 
servants, I concluded myself in imminent danger , and abandon- 
ing my bullock with what he ha^ on his back, I resolved to strike 
to my right, and to take my route beneath the banks of the 
Sohon, and amongst its sands, where I hoped to march without 
being discovered As they were yet far off, and I thought they 
had not seen me, I explained my mind to my choSpala-carriers, 
or chairmen, who were all of long standing in my service Their 
head-man did not approve of the resolution I took , and he ob- 
served, “ That they must have discovered us, just as we had seen 
“ them , and that, should we quit the highroad at once, they 
“ would attribute this retreat to our fears, and would plunder us 
“ with the more boldness We have no other part left then,” 
said the man, “ than that of advancing in our way through the 
“ very middle of them ” This advice appearing a good one, I 
followed it, and remembered the verses 

" Sometimes it happens that an ignorant boy 
Will lodge an arrow with in the very mark ” 

(276} A choSpala is to a paleki, what a waggon is to a coach 
S. M. vni. M — An 
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As v,c were advancing on bolh sides, we soon mcl, and one 
of the troopers, whom 1 saw to be a Moghul, lighting up hu inatch, 
came down upon me, and asked who 1 was, and whither 1 was 
going? i •\nsweicd IVhat ts that io ^ou F I am going cn the 
Vczir s part to 6nng to httn hiddiet aatj khan bakadyr, 
the Assed djung, a very great man jsho lives on hts estate at the 
foot of the mountain of Rohotas And who is that other man on 
the aiidSpabh, replied the Moghul ? lie is my fnend said I, and 
■xe go on the same errand My bulloek comes behind Pray tell 

my men to ^alk faster After these few w ords, 1 marched on , and 
the man Rndipg how unconcernedly I spoke suspected no artifice 
and no deception nor did he offer us any m)ury Half a mile 
farther, I met another such troop , and these having put only a 
single question to txs, which was answered by my servant, con 
Unued their route A little farther we met a third party, close 
to a village . and these offered no question at all, but passed on 
without mtadlng us. We were marching on but surrounded on 
every direction by villages on 6re, and tlie smoke rose up to 
heaven After marching Bve milts more we arnved at the 
village of Mehvan which was deserted and tliere was not a 
soul to be seen there but two watchmen, of whom 1 asked 
whf-ihcr those freebooters had been plundering still father? 
Mo said the man they have onl) plundered and sacked as far as 
this villa,,e and the) have earned awa) every head of cattle 
that thev could discover On this answer 1 recommended to the 
men to give notice of this to the other villages as the> would the 
next day carry their ravages stUl farther , and, after having re 
posed for a whole hour there, wc marched fonvard, and at last 
arrived at Hossdin abad from wbcnce, after a short interview 
with my mother and brother, and my other relations, for two days 
together I returned to the army As this bad advanced from 
Muhib-aaly poor my journey on account of the freebooters that 
infested the way was become exceedmgly dangerous Neverthe 
less I arrived safe but it was to see a strange spectacle The 
English were retreating after having lightened themselves of 
some heavy baggage, and they bad marched as far as Arvcl 
where, not daring to stand their ground against an attack from 
the Veilris troops, they had quitted the field, and were marching 
to Azira abad, after having been at much trouble m keeping at a 
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distance the numerous freebooters of the enemy's army. Being 
arrived at Azun-abad, they placed some of their artillery upon 
the towers, and taking the rest with them, they went out, and 
took post towards the buttresses, at the head of the dyke which 
controuls the water of that lake, by which the greatest part of 
the city IS surrounded in the rainy season, on the southern side. 
There they threw up an intrenchment, enlarged the dyke, forti- 
fied in with towers or buttresses, and placed Mir-djaafer-q^an, 
with his Indians, behind their own army, adding to them some 
companies of their own Talingas, as if they had intended them, 
as well as Mir-djaafer-qhan’s troops, for a body of reserve. 

Whilst the English were preparing themselves, the Vezir, 
constrained by the necessity of affording plenty of water to so' 
numerous an army, was obliged, instead of marching to Azim- 
abad by the straight road, to descend along the banks of the 
Sohon, as far as the town of M 8 nir-mil, where I had the good 
luck to join the army From thence he advanced m a straight 
line to PSlvary, which is only four cesses from Azim-abad , and 
although there was plenty of wells by the way, yet so numerous 
was the army, that he was obliged to order as many more to be 
' dug everywhere After staying one day there, the Vezir ad- 
vanced to attack the English , his army, which was as numerous 
as the ants and as the locusts, proceeded by the highroad, as far 
as the reservoir of Meti.p 8 r, and the village of Lohan, where 
there is a monument over the tomb of Mir-cassem’s father 
Radja Beni-bahadyr, with Radja Balvant-sing, took post at the 
left of the Vezir's He had in his line three thousand Rohillas, 
commanded by their countryman, Ynaiet-qhan, son to Hafyz- 
rahmet the Rohilla, Lord of Berheily and Pilibdit , and at 
the elbow of this, was the Ghossdin, or Fakir, with five thou- 
sand Gentoos, as naked as himself Behind these, but at 
some distance, was placed Somro,(277) with five regiments of 
disciplined Talingas of Mir-cassem’s, supported by some pieces 

(277) His German name was Somers After having parted with Mir-cassem- 
qhan, for Shudjah-ed-doulah, he quitted the latter, for turning independent. This 
adventurer, at the head of six or seven thousand disciplined sipahees, and a tram of 
sixteen pieces of cannon, was courted by all the Powers of Hindostan, who by turns 
were endeavouring to have him in their service He died in Nedjef-qhan’s army, 
immensely rich His wife, called the Begum, was a woman of uncommon genius, 
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of cannon niuunlcil and :icncd in ll>c Englisli manner Bcliind 
iheat and over againbt the Inlrcnchmcnt defended by Mir djaafer 
(^han, Mir ca^bcm himbulf had taken post to Iho riglil of Beni 
balud^r i> but in auch a manner aa to be out of the readi of tlic 
cannon baila lie had about aix or seven thousand horse As to 
m)stlf the poor man as I was now in no man’s service and had 
followed Mir cassem’s arm) only for the pleasure of accompany 
g^tmeni ing ^al) Inbrahiin ijlian and Mir£a-bak)r and Mir/a abdollali 
[UofPatni. 'I*) friLiids lamuatd m)a(.lf with galloping up and down index 
amining the se\t.nl slattuns liken b> each body of troops* The 
Ve^ir aiaihng^hinucU of the cover afforded him b) several detach 
cd buildings in the suburbs advanced to the very seat of Zaliir 
hobS($m qhan from whence, coming in the oprn plain, he went 
on advancing slowly andbotdiy hu troops keeping up a continual 
fire of musquctf) and rockets The Englislg on their side were 
pouring an inces anl storm of cannon bails and these balls 
reaching Soniro s ranks which were more advanced by half a 
cosse than thoae of Mlrcassems killed and wounded many 
of Ills Talingis but as some of these bails b> passing over his 
ranks fell onlv ui the empty space winch remained between 
Soinru and his rna^Ur Mir cassem a messtngcr mounted on a 
droincdarv brought to the latter this message from the Vcrir 
What for art you lagging behind there whilst I am warmly 
engaged with your enemies 7 Advance is I do and engage 
the cncrav on vour idt as I do on mine If you cannot 
advanci send forward at least Somro with Ins Talingas and 
his field pieces, bend them to me that I may oppose their 
fire to the English and so soon as I see them enigagcd 
I will wheel round with my cavalry and take them in flank " 
This direct message was answered by Mir cassem m an indirect, 
vague manner and he did not move from hb post, nor did be 
send any ordtrs to bomro By this time it was past twelve and 
then the Ghossdin with his naked soldiers advanced to the charge , 
but being riceivcd by the English with several discharges of 
grape they soon fell into the utmost disorder after losing numbers 
in slriin and wounded I was as I have said on horseback" 
between Mir cassem s troops and those of Benibahadyrs 
and I no sooner saw the naked Sanyassees advance to the attack 
than I forewarned my fnends that if after some discharges of 
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grape, the firing ceased, they might rest assured that the English 

had the worst of it, or possibly were totally defeated , but that Shud^h-ed- 

if after the discharge of grape and a little pause, they heard a vigorously 

firing again, and with cannon-ball, then they might reckon that JJP 

the Sanyassees had been certainly beaten The event proved 

to be precisely as I had foreseen , and the Sanyassees having 

been very roughly handled by the English, were retreating with 

precipitation On seeing this, Shudjah-ed-doulah s troops rallied , 

and Ynaiet-qhan in a moment after advanced with his Rohillas 

and some other troops, to the charge But he was received by 

the English, as they had received the Sanyassees I waited to 

hear the English cannon, as I had done before, wH’en, instead of 

that, I observed that the tower towards Mehdy-gundj had 

commenced firing incessantly It was now about three in the 

afternoon , and the Vezir having rallied his troops again, brought 

them to a third charge, which being well supported by repeated 

efforts, at last made an impression on the English Some disorder 

and much fluctuation was perceived amongst them , insomuch, 

that some of their drummers and filers, men who play to them 

in an engagement, were taken prisoners by the enemy This 

fluctuation, however, was only tor a moment, for soon they 

recovered their ranks and continued firm and immovable, firing 

with so much briskness, that the Vezir’s troops, unaccustomed 

to so hot a fire, retreated to their first post All this while, 

Beni-bahadyr and Balvant-sing did not move at all throughout 

the whole engagement , for the only one from amongst their 

troops that did any service, was Sheh-din-mahmed, an adopted 

son of Sheh-mudjahed, an old Commander, who had long served 

under Ser-bSlend-qhan This officer, putting himself at the head 

of his corps, advanced briskly to the charge, but was killed on 

the spot At this very time, I observed that a westerly wind 

rising on the backs of the English, commenced blowing full in 

the face of the Vezir’s troops, against whom they were advancing, 

with their artillery m front On this appearance, the Vezir sent a 

dromedar}^ messenger with reproaches to Mir-cassem, for his 

neglect and backivardness during the w hole engagement The 

messenger added, that as the day was quite spent, he ought to 

return to camp, where the Vezir would take measures for renewing 

the engagement the next day On this message, Mir-cassem sent 
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uord to Soinro ulio wab iU\anceda little before linn, to fall back 
Ills Talin^Ob inU cannon and in the o\cnin(^ lio followed 
hnn^clf and rctire<l towards Ills quar(er> It wu now tho dusk of 
the evening, and bhudjah cd>dOulah wais already retired, and Mir 
casbem was also retreating, when a Captain with two or three com 
panics, possibly out of particular enmit) to his person, detached 
himself from the English line and advancing on Mir cassem $ re 
Uringlroops gavelhenia \olle> Tbelaggers no sooner re*ctived 
thitf^ire than the) fled with precipitation and with alt their might 
and it was then onl) that 1 got some intelligence of Mif'Casscm s 
backwardness which I could not know sooner as I iiad been ail 
tills while at a distance from him It became high time for me to 
retire likewise , but it was too dark and there was loo much 
noise dust and confusion for me to know how 1 could find m) 
way to niy quarters so llat I lost m) way cnlircl) at last But 
luckily I recovered It again and found a path to m) own tenU 
on making an observation upon the rising of the evening star 
At day break there was a report of the Vezir s being mounted 
again, but it proved groundless Two da^s after, another report 
ran throughout the troops and It wa^, that he had got a bubo but 
some others better informed asserted that the Vezir having been 
wounded In the groin had got his wound medlcamcnted under 
the name of a bubo for fear of discouraging hb troops After 
hb recovering a (Ittie he moved from bis post and going to the 
southward of the city he encamped on the river of P8n pSn 
where ever} dav some report spread in camp one day that he 
would attack the enemy b) Mir djaa/er qhan s quarters another 
that he would fall on him by the western side of the cit) All 
this while lie used to get on horseback cverv morning with a 
small number of people about hb person with which he used to 
take a turn round the city walls and round the Intrenchment 
One day it happened that some English officers with Mir mehdy 
qlian in their company a Commander who had now quitted 
Mir-cassera s service for theirs vvere taking a view of the cn 
vlrons of the clt} and of the Veziris encampment nor had 
they*more than a company of Tallngas with them The Vezir 
was also upon his survey that very morning accompanied as 
usual and the two parties meeting together some abusive 
language was exchanged and a skirmish took place with sabres, 
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lances, and arrows, on one side, and with musquets and bayonets 
on the other In this conflict, Mir-mehdy-qhan having discover- 
ed the Vezir, whose person was known to him, pointed him out 
to the English Commander, who to all appearance was Major 
Carnac himself , and the latter having ordered his people to keep 
the Vezir occupied and in play, sent into the city for some more 
troops This new detachment was advancing to surround the 
Vezir’s people, when a trooper ran to camp, and gave notice 
that he was actually surrounded by the English, and going to 
fall in their hands This indeed would have been the case, had 
not the Vezir become sensible of this danger, and thought proper 
to run for it , he turned about, and fled ; and then recovering 
himself, he retreated at a slow pace, and regained his camp 
Meanwhile the trooper had spread so strange an alarm through- 
out the whole army, that Mir-cassem taking with him such troops 
as he found at hand, whether of his own or others, made haste , 
to rescue the Vezir , but he met him on the road They returned 
together , and in this manner, a tumult that had risen to a great 
height, subsided at once. Two or three such skirmishes more 
happened in the sequel But now the rains were setting in , and 
the Vezir finding no ground dry enough for his encampment round 
the city, resolved to retire as far as Bacsar This little town 
IS on the very extremity of the province of Bahar, but upon a 
high ground on the banks of the Ganga, over against Ghazi-pSr, 
which IS in the dependance of Radja Balvent, his own vassal. 
He intended to quarter and barrack his army there during the 
rainy season, in which time he would provide for the operations 
X of the next campaign This design was put in execution im- 
mediately , he beat the General, raised the siege, and marched 
back by the way of Monir 

My father all this while had been in the army, where he 
had paid his respects to the Emperor and to the Vezir , and as 
I had myself taken service with the former, on my proving so 
dissatisfied with Mir-cassem, we both remained at camp for 
a full fortnight more , the army having tarried so long on the 
banks of the Sohon, after having forded that river at Calver, 
the capital of the Bodj-poor country From thence my father 
resolved to return to his estate , and as I was myself so disgust- 
ed with the endless disorders which reigned in the Vezir’s army, 
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that I lljou^iil u improper to remain an) loi^^cr in it I rc<ol\cd 
to attach my>clf to the CngH^h for whom I had this iongwhilc 
conceived an alTrition 1 had even ‘^omi connections with them 
r'lpcciall) w nil Doctor Fnllarton, who had luckil) reaped 
from the ‘vanguinar) lnnd< of Mirca'^'^rras borne correspond 
tntchailal o <;uhsi<tcd between him and me; and it wa^ bv 
that means hr had mformrd me that the Fmperor inclined to the 
nri\.llsh part) in Iik heart He had hkew-ise ad\i«r<l me < arl) to 
provide for m)»etf and for that Princes reaihin^ the English 
camp This intelligence I imparted to m) father and I exhort 
ed him ' tn*take the lead in an affair tEat would establish our 
famil) and intitle him to the gratitude of that nation I added, 
tliat It watt evident that so long as the Vezir continued to com 
mand such unrul) lroop« and to be at variance with his con 
federates as well as to turn a di af car to ever) sober advace, 
he would not be hkel) to prevail against the FnglUh that 
matters standing in such a predicament it would be advaot 
ageous to join a nation that seemed to entertain a veneration 
for the Imperial person and an inclination for its interests both 
which the) expressed cver)avherc in their correspondence with 
me in such a manner a5 rendered it proper and expedient for 
that Pnnee to vvnte to the ruler of that nation such a letter as 
the) seemed to wish for My father having listened to all 
this imparted the whole to Munnu’ cd d6ulah, with whom he 
waited on the Emperor This Pnnee who was sick of his 
dependence on Sbudjab-ed ddulah as well as tired with his 
obstinacy and his air* of superiont) was desirous llkewase to 
shake off the ) oke that bad insensibly slipt upon his neck and be 
approved the advice After which he wTole to the English 
Commander a letter In the style his Ministers desired but when 
it was brought signed to biro he added these words wath his own 
hand Know that whinner ruck a letter and tn such a hand 
shall come to you the English Commander by the mtinisiry 
of the present bearer (meaning me, the poor man) you are 
t^ give an implicit belief to the same hut if any other hand 
writing should come to hand by any other person then you are 
to think it spurious or at leasts written with intent to keep 
some terms with the Veair but without the Emperor^ s real eon 
sent The intent of the addition was to put the English upon 
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their guard against another negotiation set on foot by Rao-shitab- 
ray’s channel The Emperor, who knew the latter to be in 
Shudjah-ed-doulah’s service, and an intimate fnend of Beni- 
babadyr’s, recommended to me to manage in such a manner, as 
neither the Vezir nor his agent should know anything of the 

contents of his letter o 

After receiving these credentials, I set out with my father, 
who took the road to his estate, whilst I took that to i.\zim-abad,. 

At that time I reckoned upon my enjoying some share in Major 
Carnac’s good opinion, and was much connected with Doctor 
Fullarton, who loved me, had rendered me many services, and 
really was an excellent man But it was my ill luck that the 
Doctor, who had hitherto been my mediator, and my channel of 
conveyance with that Commander, was now upon the worst terms 
with him , and unfortunately I knew nothing of the matter as 
yet I therefore sent him intelligence of my coming , and he 
conveyed it to the General, who sent some of his messengers or 
harcaiahs with a written ordei to some Captains of his, stationed 
with a party upon the road, to procure me a fiee passage Being 
arrived in town, I went to Doctor Fullarton’s, from whom I learn- 
ed that he was upon ill terms with the General But, as I had 
already informed him of the errand upon which I had come, I 
intreated him to be upon his guard with Sadoram, agent of 
Shitab-rky’s, and to take care that he should not come to the 
knowledge of the business which had become my task , for that 
such a discovery would prove of great disservice both to the 
Emperor, and to Munnir-ed-doulah, and could do no sfood to 
either my father or me The Doctor answered, that he would 
serve me with all his might, but that he doubted much whether 
my business would succeed at this time Be it as it may, on the 
second day f was sent for by Major Carnac, upon whom I wailed 
in compan}’ with the Doctor I found the Major sitting with 
Mir-djaafer-qhan , and I shewed him the Emperor’s letter 
The Major kissed it, put it upon his head, and having stepped 
aside with Mir djaafer-qhan to hear the contents, he returneef., 
and his answer was, “ Tliat at present the Emperoi did not 
> dispose of his own actions He was under another’s controul, 
and intirely dependent on the Vezir’s pleasure and will , and that 
“this being the case, the Fnglish could not obey His Majesty’s 
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‘command* Thli is what he said, but, it becomes highl)' 
probable, that after having said so much, he tent for Sadoram 
and shewed him the Emperor's letter, of which that agent took 
a cop), which he sent to Radja Shilib r4> The Major, after 
ihchc word*, dismissed me and then sent me a suppHque for Uie 
Emperor but a* I had «. oncludcd that all my trouble had answ er 
ed no purpo*c f sent the suppllque by one of the Emperors 
n^.'-ssengers and retired to our estate at Hossfln^abad There 
I lived with my father with whom I found both Miraa bakyr 
and Mina-abdollah, two fnends, who bad come over to pass the 
rainy scasqn with him 

It was during my stay at Ho5*iin abad, that f heard of Mir 
cassem s having been arrested by Shudjah ed ddufah s order 
and conFined *o that I shall faithfullj relate this event in the 
same manner as 1 had heard it related afterwards by Aal) 
hibrahlm^qhan, who cut a great figure in that whole transaction 
It must be obsened, that Mir cassem who had promised to pa) 
eleven lacs of rupees per month to the Vestr, and bad been hard 
pressed for pa) meat at the siege of Ailm-abad, of course want 
ed to get out of the grasp of a man who gave him no rest and 
no respite on thit subject and he once sent the following 
message to him, after having reflected for a whde on some ex 
pedient to extneate himself * I conceive that you ought to send 
‘ me towards Bengal and MSrsbSd abad, to the end, that by es* 
tablishing contnbutfons I ma) distress the collectors set up 
by the English and prevent their fixing their government in 
‘ these countnes an operation which may be thoroughly per 
‘ formed with esse, as their force is now very small, and the) 
cannot afford to defend all their possessions and, as I am 
* thoroughly acquainted with those parts and am remembered 
‘still there as one that has commanded, f have, to all appear 
‘once, a better chance for performing this service than anyone 
‘ of your dependants This message was sent by the channel 
of Aaly hibnihim qhan The Vcxlr beard the whole of it, and, 
l^Aat / broke the forth, t/ Aaly^jah (378) should not come back 
again ? What is to he done? Aaly hibrahim qhan answered 
‘ That such a conjecture could not bat be groundless as Aaly djah 

( 37 ^ Aaly-djah slguiSa the bigb-aealtd tbe com of hifb lUUoa ud dJgoity 
It was Mlr'Caxsem ■ priodpj! title 
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‘‘had no other place of shelter, and no other iei,ource than 
“ the gate of the Vezirial palace ” This answer did not pacify 
the Vezir He spoke like one that had conceptions and sus- 
picions of a high nature, although quite foreign to the subject , 
but at last he added, That if he chose to be surety for him, and 
to remain as an hostage^ he had no objection to the scheme 
Aaly-hibrahim-qhan replied, “ That he had no objections to his 
“ remaining as hostage, but not for the payment of the promised 
“ money. That, as to the last article, whenever A'aly-djah should 
“ establish contributions all over the country, he, Aaly-hibrahim- 
“ qhan, would not fail to press him for the payment of tlie money , 
“ nor would he prove dilatory in sending to the Vezirial treasury, 
“ whatever would be transmitted from thence ’* Not so, Sir, — not 
in this manner, interrupted the Vezir “ Then,” replied the Qhan, 
“ it shall be as your Highness shall please But, if that chance to 
“ be the case, people will naturally ascribe to your Highness what- 
“ ever good or whatever ill may result from this affair , nor will 
“ they fail to charge on your Ministry, and not on Aaly-djah, every 
“ disgrace, if any, that may chance to happen. That Prince has 
“ done everything in his power, to get to the gate of your 
“ palace, which he thought would afford him an asylum against his 
“ enemies, and a comfortable retreat, after all his toils The 
“ question is now, how to contrive some expedient that may 
“ conserve unsullied, both the honour of command, and the 
“ lustre of dominion, and may again bring the water to its bed ” 
This discourse seemed to make an impression on the Vezir 
(which he endeavoured to smother, although he was not en- 
dowed with much power of dissimulation , ) and he answered, 
That he would appoint some other person for that business 
The Qhan replied, “ That he wished for nothing more than 
“ for what might prove fittest for attaining the intended purposes, 
" and would best conduce to His Highness’s welfare” One 
would think that the proposed scheme was of importance enough 
to engross the attention of a man who was marching to the con- 
quest of Bengal , nevertheless it was soon forgotten by a Prince 
immersed in his pleasures , and the Qhan returned to Mir-cassem, 
to whom he made a faithful report of the whole conversation 
Whilst this forlorn Pnnce was labouring to extricate him- 
self from the difficulties of his situation, his steward, Mir-suleiman, 
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Iwid tlnacJ) jMfU d liib concirns from llm « of lii*» ma Icr i* for 
liL lud b) (liib time nnik mailers co^v to hlnist If In coining to 
an under^tiiidiM}, ulih Miria bclilS tlm Vezir intjcnl tutor 
in<i with Bent b iludyr lii«i Minister as well as with the principal 
persons of that falthlchs Court and meanwhile by changing hts 
garment and putting on a Takir > garb he had contrived to get 
himself out of his masters wa) and to secure a retreat Mir 
» assem hearing of that retreat went to see Iiim and ht engaged 
Ihm to retake Ills apparel and In do duts a u ual Bui the 
imet has it 

** How losg to W 4 rd ult a ducuotaot (h*t cja\euUlf furni<he% 4 rest ubject } 

Most *of those ubjects ol dtsconlcnl aro^c from the stew ard s 
ippeanng to be in so close a conn* clion with hi masters ad 
\er3ar1es and as the latter in conversing with his friends used 
oflen to complain o( his iniideliiics and to say openly / Aav^ 
secu to day on Bmi bahadvr s turband a ierpitch (379) xahich 
/ remember to have recommended to my ste^card s care f saui 
)i, 5 tcrda) OH such a one s finder 0 valuable ring jhieh / had 
worn myself and which was entrusted to )lir sutiUman s care 
Such and the like discourses being regularly reported to the 
man rendered him ft niul of tfie consequenee that might ensue 
from an inquiry into his endliss mfidehties He therefore quilted 
hib master s quarters and going into Shudjah ed dCulab s camp 
he took up hu abode in Mirza behI8 s quarters and in those of 
Aaly beg-qhan who was a principal General of the Veairs Six 
days after this retreat of the stewards a high worded message 
came from the Vezir on account of the monthly payment due bv 
Mir>eaiisem The latter excused himself on his impotence but^ 
having at the same time added some complaints against the 
Veiir he widened the brc^icb w hich was already gaping open 
\ot but some of his friends and especially Aaly hibrahim qhan 
had more than once objected to his uttenng compbinis in that 
strain But they were faithfully reported to the Vezir by the 
means of Klir abbh and some others who being yetin the number 

(370) A strptick U » pIsco of jewel work, coenpo^ed of three or^ or circnlju’ 
pieca WOTS fUt apon the forepart of the tarhand, bnt kO u that the drop which 
hu^ from the middlcfflOkt lod Ur^wt piece nuj pUy upoo the forehead The 
culgki u u lodiae eipet, worn ■ Httie loclJDcd In the ouddle of the torbaod, 00 
the forepart. But the e[;ica, which 0 of Poraxan ongio, is always worn ddeways, 
rertkaUy Look at the renurka 193, aectioa 111 aod 396, section IV 
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of Mir-cassem’s friends and favourites, thought of prepaiing foi 
themselves a place for shelter amongst the Grandees of the Vezir s 
Court, although they often joined themselves in those complaints, 
and seemed to encourage them These complaints now afford- 
ed the Vezir a pretence for breaking with Mir-cassem , his in- 
tention having all along been to get nd of the promises he had 
made that fugitive, and to set aside the safe conduct he had 
o-iven him Matters at last came to an open rupture He sent 

Mir-cassem word, That the Emperor required of him the 
ba'ances due to his treasury upon the revenue of Bengal , and 
talked of sending enforce rii of payment , and that it was there- 
fore incumbent upon him to devise some meansfor giving him 
satisfaction as quickly as possible Mir-cassem, on hearing a 
message so abrupt, sent Aaly-hibrahim-qhan to make some re- 
presentations to the Vezir, and the envoy, after having pre- 
sented Mir-cassem’s respects, added in his name, “That his 
“ master, when he had risked everything, and given up every 
“ thing, to open a passage to the gates of the Vezinal palace, 
“ had looked upon that measure as the likeliest to put an end to 
“ all his toils, and to procure him some ewise for the future , in 
“which view he had not been sparing of whatever fortune had 
“still left in his power, but that now his means were exhausted 
“ Nevertheless, that if His Majesty was pleased to form preten- 
“ sions upon him, it would be easy to clear them at once, by 
“ ordering Beni-bahadyr to examine the accounts , when, if any 
balance should appear as due, Aaly-djah would do the impossi- 
“ble to come up with it , but that if the pretension should prove 
’“to be groundless, then his master would hope everything fiom 
“ the interference and protection of His Highness ” This mes- 
sage, although delivered with that respectful politeness, and that 
soothing tone of voice, which were so natural to Aaly-hibrahim- 
qhan, seemed to raise the Vezir’s irascibility of temper P^hat 
business have / ivifh all that ^ screamed he It is an affair 
between the Emperor and him And vyho is Beni-bahadyr to 
interfere in it ^ As to my own part, I inform you that tomor. 
row I go a-hunting But the Emperor is the master Doubtless^ 
he will do what^ he shall tlmik propei Aaly-hibrahim-qhan 
concluding, from these words, that there remained no hopes from 
that quarter, made his report to bis master accordingly , and the 
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htttr iWjo upun an) ahnu vr titHicuh}, to consult 

tint nobli tnin, no'v asked him bw achicc flic other inswcrcil 
in thcic words If there be money i» your treasury, there is 
no doubt but that satl faction must U. j^ivcn to the Vc^ir but 
if there be none 1 see no other part for you Oian that ol 
quittinjf vour tentji and sitting uithoul after liavjng sent a 
' messa^^c to the Vexir to inform him that )OU Ind come to hh> 
dominions for an 'mvlum and for protection and still looked up 
to him for protection and favour and that at present )Ourpcr 
son consort famd) md property with vour remiin/ng c/Tccts 
' were entirely at his disposal ail which His Highness might 
use as he in his \Wsdom and goodness might think proper 

This w'os \alv hibraliim qlian s advise but some thought 
tcbs people that surrounded Mlr-cossem made additions to it and 
the latter listening to their suggestions, thought proper on the 
morning Uic eighth of ZJlhid; in the year 1177 to quit his 
tent at day break and to take hts seat on a common mat spread 
on the outside of it He bad quitted not only his Mesned (2S0) 
but also his apparel and he bad on now only a sbirt, and a 
Fakir’s cap (aSi) without cither a turbant or anything else 
A number of his fnends and acquaintances without attending 
to time or place had quitted their own apparel likewise and, to 
the number of twenty had put on a lew coloured clothes like 
so many Fakirs and in that condition they became a spectacle 
to the whole army fntelligence of this change being carried to 
the Vczir he was alarmed and he cuoduded that Mir cassciu s 
turning Fakyr in hia own camp and on the Day of the Sacrifice, 
would greatly (283) redound to his disgrace and mar the 

(380) A Mooed tmpUei a UuDOe j tsd b « piece of furohore nerrr used, bet 
bj SoTerelgo, or bjr people in high comnuiKb end baity by brideyrooxw, a 
maldeobcsd beta; tbea deemed, *06 tho ityted, t kbig<dom^l00k ai iJu rrm^ri 

s*ctio* 4 - 

(aSi) A Faklr’a cap in feneral b iDce a near loaf my pointed at other tiinea. 
It ii conicaL A Fakir’i droia u a botastlad oat, of a particular cut, If any at all 
bat by all maau a brick-colourad one or tbc, U r«vn]u> of a Usd of cdiort cloak 
made np of aa infinity of rtufb of nuioos alrtw. coloora, and ahapes 

(aSflJ The Day of tie Saoifice b aiway* a day of rojoldn^v and of rbiU bat 
byallmoaiaadayQf new dothaa, and of rwondliatioo^ of pardon, concBftloM 
and foTfireae**. Nor b the aacrifice acceptable to God Almighty or /a menU 
attributed, if there ibould remun a elaglo oqo uiwaUafiatL 
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purpose for which he destined that fugitive. Directly he^ sent 
his General, Aaly-beg-qhan, to administer some consolation to 
him, with many excuses for his yesterday's message, and to 
endeavour to pacify and quiet his mind This apology was sent 
both m the Vezir’s name, and in that of his mother, who went 
by the title of the Navvab Begum (283) Aaly-beg-qhan, who 
was a well spoken eloquent man, although one that spoke boldly 
and without scruple, commenced by blaming his master^highly, 
and by casting high reflections upon him , after such a preamble, 
he apologised in his and in the Pr;ncess’s name for the impro- 
priety of the last message, and w'orked so pqw'erfully on his 
mind by the sweet persuasion which flowed from his lips, that 
Mir-cassem altered his notions, but as he had not much of that 
readiness of delivery, and that elegance of speech, so remark- 
able in Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, he sent for that nobleman imme- 
diately The latter had never approved a change of dress , but 
yet had thought it incumbent upon him to alter his own likewise, 
both to avoid any reproach from Mir-cassem’s friends, and to 
parry the invidiousness of a comparison of dress, should he 
appear in his usual apparel Little inclined, how ever, to go all 
the lengths of a Fakir’s garb, he contented himself with putting 
on a simple shirt , and taking down his usual turbant, he put on 
a pointed cap, round which he carelessly rolled up a coarse linen , 


and in this garb he follow^ed the messenger But on finding 
Mir-cassem exactly in the garb in which he had been reported 
to be, he took his seat, hung down' his head, and remained silent, 

, without uttering a single word After some moments of silence, 
Mir-cassem himself opened the matter by these w-ords My 
Lord~qhan, the N avvab-vestr wants you You fnust go At 
these words, Aaly-hibrahim got up, and was going to follow the 
General Any pray, hidk& forth the latter, do you intend to 
go to Coutt in that garb to the Vezir of Hindostan ? “ I will by 
“all means,” answered the other , "and if my master's affairs 


are come to this, that such a garb should befit him, how can I 
'• object to It for my ownself ? The sight of Aaly-hibrahim in that 
garb, affected the Vezir , he spoke to him with the utmost 
kindness, asked the reason of Aaly-djah’s having altered his dress, 
and apologibed for the a bruptness of his message.” " The 

(283) The actual Princess, the reigning Princess, and also the Princess Navvab 
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hmperor iald he had mentioned somcthiHg to me I repeated 
it to Xaly djah 1 he message retjuired an ansauf and not a 

change of dress rahich hy Us cap and shirt should redound to 
my dishonour, and render me odious through all the aorld 
Thr other 'Villi <ln\\ nri-sl look iru! m afr of dejection inHucrr'd 
tint Aal) iljah having aUva)i looked up to tlu Vtzir % pilacr 
IK to hvii place of shelter and consolation lud llt< lli^lm»ss 
li ivln^j shewn a di'^ngarcl to lin concpms in not protecting hii>) 
' agaln^t the Iiupcriat nu ssage tint Prince Iml inlur ill) nnirlud 
< <1 that he Ind nothing further to hope from HU Highness and 
‘had therefore guillcd the world like a man wiUiout resource 
At these words the Vciir wiiliout making an) answer, lieckoncd 
to Gent bahadyr and bid him talk with Aaly hibrahim-qhan On 
this command the two Ministers retired lo a corner but m the 
Vciir s presence and commenced conferring together On Bonl 
bahad)r]> endeavouring to fix ome balancis un Mir cassem 
Aaly hibrahlni qhan with the greatt it sweetness of temper and 
the most elegant ilow of language repelled everyone of hU 
shafts, and shewed irrefragably. that no balances could be due 
by hU master Die conference took up a whole hour when the 
Veiir interrupted and a*ked whether nothing was determined 
yet? \o answered Bern bahadyr for the dispute U managed 
b) tv'O able aiitagonisits Upon this the Vezir ro'^e anti going 
into a qhass lent (2^14) that had been prepared to slieltcr him 
from the he It ol the weather he beckoned to Aaly hibrahim 
qhan and repeated the same arguments ihat had been brought 
forward by Beni bahadyr and Aal) hibrahini qhan returned the 
same answers The Vezir pau^ed and added that the method 
made use of b) Aal) djah would grcatl) redound to his (the 


(084) A qb4M teat u an parttna t mad« op Ilka a tent indeed bat with tbe 
root aryi walU eotiralf of matJ ooe ioch thcleand snhreljr of qhau a kiod of 
ready gms that strikes deep Into theground, sod which whether dry or beaprinklad 
mth water obyct Calls to emit ao a|re«able small Tbe hottest arlad, by paaslsf; 
thrOQgb the latersbcea o( the contexture of the mail, asrumea ^11 tbe coolaen of a 
z0ph)r at the eery time when at teo yards from thence, that rery rind seems to 
blow oat of the mouth of an ove and IdUs ah odance of people These 
tenta, whether In towa or la the field, are used only la whtt u called the hot 
TOO thi la India, that is in April, May and jooe for by the eod of the Ultar 
month the raloe fall n abaodaoce, and effectatlly cool (he air Se* Nt C 
uchen 2$ 




Vezir's) disgrace, and to his bad renown It is not Jus fault, 
answered Aaly-hibrahim qhan , having despaired of all protec- 
tion^ he has quitted the zvorld^ and has acted in a manner suit- 
able to his circumstances, in a manner worthy of himself , let 
your Highness, on youi side, act in a manner zoo > thy of your 
ozvnself “ I understand," said the Vezir ; “ do-you go directly, 
and I follow " Aaly-hibrahim-qhan was making his report to 
Mir-cassem, when the Vezir himself appeared He hutnbled 
himself, made many apologies, excused the past, and requested 
his laying down his Fakir’s garb, and his re-assuming his usual 
dress, immediately Mir-cassem having answered that such a 
request proved a matter of pride to him, directly complied with 
the Vezir’s pleasure ; and one would have thought that all this 
disagreeable affair had been put an end to, and quashed for ever 
However, two or three days after this, the ungrateful Somro 
surrounded Mir-cassem’s quarters with his Talingas, and asked 
the arrears of his pay As there was no money in the treasury, 
there came some gold com out of the sanctuary , and he took 
it in pay After he was gone, Mir-cassem sent him word, that 
as in his present circumstances, he could not afford to keep so 
many men in pay, he ought therefore to returti into the stewaid’s 
office the artillery, field-pieces, implements, and such flint locks 
as belonged to it , his intention being to keep only two regiments 
of Talingas The ungrateful Somro, who had already taken 
service with the Vezir, had the front to answer, “That now 
“both the cannon and muskets, with everything else, belonged 
“to him who had them in his pow’er ’’ After this answei he 
quitted his post, and W’^ent to encamp amongst the Vezir’s tioops 
Hardly w'as this affair over, when Moosher-Dgentil, (Mons 
Gentil) came to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan in the dark of the night, and 
gave him the following piece of advice This Frenchman, wdio 
had once been dismissed from Mir-cassem-qhan’s service, w'as 
this longwhile attached to the Vezir, but still professing a 
sincere regard for Aaly-hibrahim-qhan ” To-morrow, said he, the 
“ Vezir’s troops shall come down to seize and arrest Mir-cassem . 

and a great tumult wull doubtless ensue God only know's what 
“ wull happen to you. Take then these six Frenchmen, and let 
“ them remain with you , and rest assured that so long as they 
are alive, no Indian will touch you ’’ Aaly-hibiahini-qhan 
S M VOL. II — 69 
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returned lum thanki for hi5 exemplar) aUachment and good 
ncis but excused lunucH from accepting the proffered assist 
ance, as it would be ungenerous in him to remain secure under 
the protection of Ins friends wliilst Ins master might be expos 
cd to imminent »langrr The next morning at ihout nine 
o { lock a number of Iroopcft mounted in the Vrzir's camp, and 
ad\ancetl towards \!lr s quarter* On their setting out 

Mooidicr Dgenid came again after having detached himself from 
his ffaltallon of Talingas He was bringing a number of his men 
and he repeated the same intrcaties as the night before and 
Aalj hibraldm qhan repeated the same excuses The French 
man melted Into tears and returned to the head of his corps 
That moment the Vciif s troops arrived, and after having sur 
rounded Mir-cassem's tents the) placed a strong guard over 
the apartment of the women, and another at each of the several 
ofRccs Their Commander went to Mir-cassem’s lent made him 
mount uj>on an elephant sent for the purpose took bis seat 
behind in the H;lodah and having commanded his cavair) to 
surround him he carried hts prisoner to the VezlFs encampment, 
where he kept him in confinement m the piace appointed for 
tliat purpose In the evening some troopers were descried com 
ing at full gallop towards Aaly hibrahim qhan s quarters, who 
being informed of it concluded lliat the) came for him and he 
exhorted those that were then about his tent to provide for their 
own safely and to leave him to lus own fate he wns then sick 
and upon his beiL On these words all those present thought 
proper to disappear, except Mir ihetari, and GhaJub-qhan, and 
Vebed-aaly qhan (this last was bis brother), who resolved to share 
Ills fate The horsemen being now arrived alighted at once, 
and making their horses fast, they surrounded the tent ni a guard 
over him and took possession of ail his effects A couple of 
hours before this event one Burhan an Afghan officer, a man who 
for an Afghan, seemed to Iiave some sense and some knowledge 
came into the lent , and this man who was so far Indebted to 
the Qhan for his fortune as to be perpetually ringing lectures 
to his other friends upon gralltade, now made his appearance 
and under pretence of bemg more zealous and grateful than any 
of them he told him in great secrec) that If he had anything to 
conceal, he must do it immedlaicly m his hand*, as he was going 
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to be seized instantly The Qhan, without any emotion, answer- 
ed that he had nothing of value in his possession, but two ele- 
phants^and some camels , and that he might take them, and 
keep them in the best manner he could devise That worthy 
man, who had always pretended himself one of the most grateful 
and most pious men in the world, took the elephants and camels, 
and went away with them, and this too in so secret a place, as 
to disappoint every search and every inquiry made for him Sub- 
sequently Whilst Aaly-hibrahim-qhan was admiring the ways 
of Providence in Mir-cassem’s case , and how the friends of that 
unfortunate Prince had all disappeared, after havnlg made each 
of them their nest in the bosom of some of the Grandees of the 
Vezir’s Court , he was informed that the Moonshy-hafyz-esrar- 
qhan, who was Mir-cassem’s favourite Secretary, (285) had been 
violently seized, with some other heads of office, and put under 
confinement In this extremity, someone present advised Aaly- 
hibrahim-qhan to write a supphque to the Vezir, and he accord- 
ingly wrote a short note The Vezir was already retirecT within 
the sanctuary , but such was the ascendant which that worthy 
man had gained even there by the sweetness of his temper and 
the uprightness of his behaviour (a character of his that had 
come to be known even there, whilst he was carrying presents 
and messages from Mir-cassem to the Princess-consort, and to 
the Princess-mother) , such was the regard paid him by the 
women, the only guards of the gate , that on hearing of lus being 
sick and m confinement, they against the usual rules, carried his 
note within, and put it in the Vezir’s hands Immediately an 
eunuch of the presence came out, and went to Aaly-hibrahim- 
qhan’s quarters, to inform him under an order of the Vezirs’ sign- 
ing “ that there was no intention at all to do him any harm , 
“that Prince only intending to put some questions to him, and 
“ to hear his answers,” He at the same time commanded the 
troopers to watch only at a distance, and to take care how they 
presumed to offer any insult, or to be guilty of any want of 
respect The next_ morning some troopers of Shudjah-cooly- 
qhan’s regiment, (an officer who bore a good character, and went 

(285) He was a man of genius, and a great friend of Mir-cassem's’ Those 
words, after all, must be only a title , for they signify the Lord Rememberer, or 
keeper of secrets 
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h) the nimc Mu <lo\\n inti infornicil \al> 

lilbnlinn (|Inn lint wanted to spcik to Inin \il) 

lubnhiin qlun put on i phin ^hirl ind i lurtund slii^litl) 
rolled ( Jb 7 ) rnd j,Lllin^ inlobi'* palckv be went to Court Uul tbc 
troopers bclnj, tliumbeKca of the scuni of lilt people ind coin 
nunded b) men like theinsehe earried Iihn lir^l towards Mir 
t a 5 > cm s (juarlers mil then to some other place ind repealed 
the inline trip there several lime I he* Qlun tired of so mucli 
irivellinj, sent oni of lu ervanl to Mia )ssi to complain of 
such Usaj,e md to inform him ihil he was ^oid|, to Court b) 
order but cq^Id not tomprehend wliat the troopers might get b) 
cirrjing him about from place to place is he was read) logo 
and lake some rest in an) place he would be carried to TliU 
rt presentation Iwid its efTecl and Mir )s»a sent i person to re 
prtmand the troopers with orders to bring the Qlian to Mm and 
to treat Inin with re'spccl ITic person after reprimanding and 
abusing the trooper brought \al) hibrahini qlian to the Veztr s 
Mill of audience where Oembaliad)r and Shudjah^cool) qhan 
were silting in aeirclc with Moosher Dgcntil and the supervisor 
^ac8b«qhan Mooslier Dgenlil on dcscr)ing Aal) Iilbrahlm 
(|lian got up to do him lionour and l)ie others ashamed lobe 
outdone b) a loreigner got up likewise md made the Qlian sil 
honourabl) amongst themselves It was in the iparlmcnt lliat 
served for school to Mirza'^iani (-88) eldest son to the \ wir 
Ml those present endeav oured to administer some comfort The) 
look a concern in Ills illness dispatched a man to llie Ph)'sician 
Doctor Mahmed aal) qhan and were talking of putting him 
directly under a course of medicines The Qlian excused himself 
from taking any as the da) was alread) so much spent but a 


(336) MU JM4, or Mr Chriit, would be tbo right triorijiU of that aame 
( 87) Over and abore cortalo natlonalltlaa, easlj divtlngubhahk ia the WTcral 
duminlonk ot India, (or Ittatancs, ataoogsl the htarhaUaa, Sycka, Bengakas, RotuK 
las and Moghalt, all which have a pccuJtar Quoner that diffen grealty from that 
of others It may be said that there are io India as many ways of rolling up a 
turbant aa there are men although m general the style is so very gracious, that 
no coeiTtire In the world can be compared to it fo accompaojdng eUganUy a 
and turbant worn, by a pretty woman U really dUtraaang sod operstm like 
downright magw by which word Is meant a real Indian tarbsnt, and not that 
clumsy awkward Invention so called to Europe^ 

(c88l Now Assef*ed-douUh, tberelgalDg Prince at Lucknow 
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moment after, they carried him to the Vezir'b presence The Secre- 
tai}, llaf)z-esrai-(ihan, was already standinjr there, together with 
the eunuch, Sohody-aaly-cihan, superintendent of Mir-cassem’s 
Elephant ollice, wnih some other depeiuhinls ol that prisoner 
The Qhan presented niuur of one eshreffy (289) and some 
lupees to the Vezir , and then took his stat. before being bid , 
upon wduch Beni-bahadyi and those that .iceompanied him, took 
their seats likew'isc Vezii, who that dav wore <i Persian 

dress, (290) and had in his hand a battle a\e of e\quisite Work- 
manship, lixing Ills t yes upon the Qhan, said, “ d/j' Lord-qhan, 
‘‘ what 70)0/1^ had / done to your master, 7 ohcii on the en^affcmcnt 
at Patna^ he ^ave o>de>s to fhe upon me, shodld I come that 
“ way, afte) huatnig the Pnalish (291) Such an accusation 
w'ould not but confound the Qhan He .msw'ered, “ that he had 
“never heard of an\ such thing, and w'oe to him ' added In . 
“ who, after having come so lar for protection to the Ve/ar, should 
“ have had the ingratitude to give such an order, against a Prince 
“who had received him with so much kindness, and was actually 
exposing his life for his sake against such encMnies as the 
“ English ” Such an implied denial displeased the Ve/ir “ What, 


(289) An ebhreffy ib a double guinea and-a quarter 

(290) Saadet-qhan and AboUmanbor-qhan, the maternal and paternal anccbtors 
of Shudjah-ed-doulah, constantly wore the Indian drcbs, although Ptrsians born 
themselves But Shudjah-ed-doulah having passed a whole year in the camp and 
Court of the Abdali-kvng, whether out of compliment to him, or otherwise, took a 
hkjng to the Persian dress, which is become in winter the Court-dress at Delhi and 
Lucknow, for it lb the Court ol Herat and Candahar, that gives now the ton to 
those two Indian capitals 

(291) Mir-cassem was far then from having Shudjah-ed doulah in his power , 
but he had had him before, and it would have been very easy then to have struck 
a mighty blow Mir cassem being then encamped about Banarcs, Shud]dh ed- 
doulah, who had fatigued himself with hunting, plunged into the Ganges to 
bathe, and in the same breath, took into his head to pay him a visit With a 
dozen of attendants, he got into a boat and crossed over This was a critical 
moment , it was remarked by many of Mir-cassera’s servants, who pointed to the 
opportunity of making away with that Prince instantly, after which his army, desti- 
tute of a leader, would soon be brought over I am not a m8si, aperfide, an tnjurer, 
answered Mir-cassem, let him came alone, if he xmll , he -will be no lesi, safe from 
all double dealings All these particulars I know, not only from several of Shudjah 
en-uuulah s servants, but from those of Mir-cassem’s also, and from two of the 

p-oposers, whom I gpoke to the very year after the battle of Baesar, when I went 
to Ilah-abad, &c , Stc 1, 
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•'ihl Ih^l Prrnu do iv// heltcve then fhtt / cJ// tu/l you lte\ / 
I vitt send for \omro and brtHj* htn% face to face ojith \aly 
djah in \our ftrescnce tf }ou choose tt llu\c*nnl ilcusciI 
>our i/i;,linr>s o/ TO rcphcdtUcQhan *bulon))i>TO 

n)> ov\ii i},norancc of such a fact and ns to hnnginfj 
Soniro face to face Aal) djili mntlcr*> nre nou coaiL tu 

such a low < hb lluni even a mcnia] of Ins mn\ he con 
fronted wiih him wiiercab Sumro i a man in ofHce and one 
coiftililucd in dtgnll) 1 h« \cnr alfrctci) h) this indirect re 
pruacli paused t while changed the diH:ourbC and didtvcr) 
th\ng in hi5 power lo boollic the Qhan s nnnd ami to gain hiR 
aITtclion whilit he it the same liinr went on with Idaniing Mir 
caiibcm You are a ^ood man added Ihc Vczlr hut he did not 
liJcc you probably because token he spoke til of me m your 
presence you objected to hts kolding suck a lanpua^e Your oh 
jcetions hoj:ever he did not mind and indeed / cannot under 
stand, koja a^ith such a friend is you at his elboo he did not 
like you f know nolliing of the matter neither n (died the 
Qhan although I wa;^ endeavouring to iicrve Inin we)) nor am 
1 conscious ot having done wrong at an/ time or of having 
given him a wrong advice unless indeed u should be after the 
capture of Azini>abad b) the Eiig)t>b when oio^t of Ins friends 
proposing his going into Decan and his exciting the Marhattas 
lo Ins support, 1 strongly objected to that scheme, and proposed 
hy all means hb seeking an asylum in the VeziFs dominions 
05 I knew no place of more honour and safcl) for him titan the 
gate of the Veairial palace The Veair on heanng these 
words seemed confounded he fetched a sigh dropped a tear 
and did not dare to utter a word After a pause he expressed 
again a concern for bis case and ho was going on, but unable to 
, conceal any further hb confusion be got up and went lo the 
w omen s apartment when his favourites having outmarched him« 
ranged tberaselves on both sides of tbc gate and made their bow 
The Vcxir having made a sign towards the Qban, went into hb 
sanctoary On this Hia yssa and the otheni earned that noble 
man into the Afekteh qkana or Mirza amanl s school and 
“told him that His Highness had from that moment taken him 
‘ into hia service as a proof of which orders liad been dispatch 
ed for bnnging back bis eHects, all which hordes and furniture, 
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“ had been recovered , that as a further token of his goodness, 

“ he had ordered a tent to be pitched for him, at the very door of 
“ his own tent of audience ; but that His Highness in his turn ex- 
“ pected a full confession as to the persons to whom Mir-cassem 
“ had entrusted his money , that the hankers to wliom he had 
“ entrusted his jewels at Banares, had been found out, hut that 
“ nothing had transpired about those that had received his monev 
“ in their custody , that it was therefore expected, that he, whojuul 
“ been always admitted to all his st crets, would he so obliging as 
“ to point those persons out , the more so as himself had been 
“ entrusted with fort\ thousand eshreflies , and that^if the assei- 
“ tion should prove to be true, he (Aaly-hibrahim-qhan) was 
“ too honest a man to deny the deposit , and if that sum hail 
“ been entrusted to another, he might easily point him out, and 
“by such .1 confidence entitle himself to the Vezir’s utmost 
“ regard and favour ” So strange a declaration was answered 
by Aaly-hibrahim-qhan in these words “ To this day no one 
“ ever put such questions to me, or even hinted anything of the 
“matter, now that His Highness requests information, I will 
“ give him such a one, as I can afford NannS, the spy, for 
“ instance, a great friend of Somro’s, and one who has ruined 
“ so many families, knows much of these matters undoubtedly, 
“and must be infoimed of the person to whom these fort} 
“ thousand eshreffies were entrusted ” NannS being sent lor, 
uas confronted with the Qhan , but before he could come up, 
one of the interlocutors present, got up, and going to the gate, 
sent word to the Vezir, that U uas probable that much money 
was going to be discovered The others meanwhile w^ere press- 
ing the Qhan, with their questions That nobleman without 
being ruffled by their obstreperousness, was answering with calm- 
ness, “ that everything, from the cold water office to the office of 
“ jewels, had been entrusted to Somro and lo the Talingas under 
“ his command, together wuth a hundred thousand eshreffies , 
•- “ and all this doubtless must have been delivered to the 

“ Vezir’s people, or it must have not At these words all the 
eves were turned towards NaniiS, then standing , but on NannS’s 
denying the fact, and objecting, that the wffiole w^as groundless, all 
eyes again were turned towards the Qhan The latter replied, “ If 
you deny an} credit to him whom you pretend to have been a man 
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of HO much conncqm ur< an to have liail no secret hitiden from 
him, pra) hov\ nu )ou t,i\c an\ ronhdcncc to I know not what 
llplit licaii<d people whom you icknowIe»Igr \our rlvi< too 
low to ki\c ln<l uu knowlcdj,c of m crcl tranHiicliooH f Aiul 
' how cm }oo auppo t that Nuch people arr i apahh of i*tirklnp 
lo truth Ileni Inlnihr struck with thin ripl> 

^oing to the gale of thr s^nctuir) hr transmitted it to the 
Vrip, wuhoul allcralion or addition The Vczir rclurm d ihi< 
answer There n no disputing cith a uian armed cap a ptr / hr 
Match ts unequal nor ts there ar^uutentin^ vith one a ho has 
convicted Mg master of hardness of heart and perfidy ind the 
minister of inattention and Ignorance It is a fruitless task 
and quite disgraceful Do then dismiss bun unth much civility 
and let that matter atone conference being ended, the 

Qhan turned towards Mta)ssa and represented that to keep 
ten or twelve unfortunate people of broken wings and ruined 
fortunes confined at the entnnee of a hall of audience could 
not much conduce to quiet their minds If > our intention be 
really to oblige ) our friend added he let me be conducted to 
) our own quarters The olKcer without sa^in^ a word went 
stnlght to the gate and >ent m a request to havo the Qhan in 
hiH quarters and in his custody and the request bring granted 
instantly M)a carried the Qlian to his quarter and for a 
monlii and i half together (for be was slain soon after) he neier 
abated anything from the militics and attentions which he Ind 
shewn to his prisoner on the \cr> first dav He did everything 
in his power to alleviate his case and lo quiet liis mind A* to 
Mir cassem the whole of his property having been traced by 
the nu ans of the severities exercised upon his women upon Ins 
eunuchs and upon his other dependants the whole w'as confi«' 
catfU and nothing remained to him but a few jewels of high 
value which he had some time before thig event sent lo Neglb 
ed dOulah s country under the care of a trusty servant of his 
who^e name deserves to be recorded It was Shch mahmed 
ashec and it was the sale of these that supported tlie forlorn 
Pnnee in his days of distress There may have been some 
other small matters besides which his women by the means of 
tlic old ones their ntteiidants may have found means to conccnl 
and that IS probnble enough although the enquiry had been so 
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rigoroub . but no detail on that MibjeU h come to our knowledge, 
nor can it be tiaced at tlu^ dib.tan(e of time w'ltli any ceilitude 
Whilst Mir-cai,sem wms consuming liis da)^ in the dungeon 
of a reverse of fortun'^. his unworthy stewaul, Mii -bulcinuui, 
w'as toming out fiom the eornt i of infamv, with 'solomon s 
ring at his fing^w , (293) .uid not conlcnt with In coming a 
fa\ourite of the Vczir’b, he turned (ml inforniei, and g.iv< his 
new master advice "that Ytiatob c|hiin, the ComiUtindant of 
" the troops in the fortress of I^ohotas, as well as Sahonuil, the 
"Governor of it, were both <fependent on him, a'' men that 
"owed their fortunes to him, lu added that the ''i*i,iglio and 
" wealth and effects lodged there, were tlioroughiv known to 
"him (Suleiman) as having been lodged there by himsell , 
"and that if the Vezir w'ere pleased to issue some 01 dels, he 
" had a scheme ready bv which that fortress with aU its de- 
" pendencies and contents inigiit be brought ander hi^. power, 
"and be anne\ed to his ilominions As ihe X’^ezir himself 
had a turn of mind for such adventurous eapeditions, he very 
much caressed Mir-suleiman on his project, and gavt him 
such letters as he desired , some to Rahim-qhan, Governor of 
Saharseram, on the Vezir’s part , and some to the principal 
persons of that district, besides those to Yaacob-qhan himself, 
and to Sahomul, who commanded in Rohotas 

Mir-suleiman, trusting to the former connections which he 
had with the Governor and Commandant, and to the important 
services which he had rendered them (ties which after all are 
never minded by the man of the world, but at the moment of 
need), arrived at Rohotas, with all his letters Just at this very 
time it happened that Major Monio, a King’s servant, who had 
been appointed by the Council of Calcutta to the Command-in- 
Chief of the English forces, was just landed at Azim-abad, from 
whence he had wrote me by the channel of Doctor Fullarton, 
" That if I could contrive to put the fortress of Rohotas in the 
" hands of the English, I would entitle myself to their friendship 
"and gratitude” Upon this intimation I applied to Radja 
Sahomul, a man who had the greatest obligations to our family, 
(our Djaghiry estate forming the territory of that fortress) and I 

(292) This ring, amongst an infinity of properties, had that of turning the 
wearers into any shape they chose to assume, it could also render thorn invisible 

b. M, VCfL. II.— 70. 
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infurimU hint that il ui iinl 1 1 ilic it iluru ol ihiii^ iliit iIil 
hngliali sliouh! nol prevail 'tliorll^ iml hiriK liouhl nol 
‘ overthrow and rum llic \cnr an I In-* Lonfed rat s tliii it 
was incuiiibciit ujwii him llicrcforc to tx iniln ih re p citve 
circumkUm.rs of Uoih parties ind lo l ike hi> n Mjiution be 
tiniis, but in ^uch a nianiitr b) all means i not to deliver 
**the fortre» to Ins muter » enemies and till Ii aa to i trait jt 
who had trampled on cvrr)thing >acrcd annmgat mankind ' 
Sahomul, who was a shrewd maiij having examined m) propowls 
together witli those of Mir suMlinan s i>ooii took Ins rc^oluttan 
and he desired me to man ige m such a manner as tlial an oiiicer 
with ^oroe Lnglish troups nilglil hr sent to those parts and 
whilst lie kept Mir sutciman in su ponsi he pul in ni) hands a 
paper containing Ins requestSf and the lonihtlons on wliicli he 
was willing (o surrendrr th* fortress d siring me to- return it 
signt d ind approved hv the Fngluh Comtnandir This paper 
hiving been Iran mitted t » Dorlor hullarton the Major returned 
It signtd ind approved and 1 pot it in the hands of Sahuiniil 
who on Captain Goddard s approaching from ficar) with a force 
surnndered tin. foilrejis with all lU content Mir suIciman 
informed that an Euglisli batUliou of Tahngas was coming com 
preliended wliat vvas the matter and making the h< st of his wa} 
to the Neiirs arm) lie represented the wliide transaction to that 
Pnnee vTitli the most dismal colours nor was I without great 
appreben ions lest sonic bodv of ravalrv slu uld come from thenre 
to carr) me off or to do us s^»mc great mischief I entertained 
therefore some thoughts of retiring to a plait of safetv when 
Sahoroul who soon had fallen out with Captain Goddard and 
was now upon the wofsl terms wiili him repnscnltd to me that 
not one of the stipulated condition had been observed with him 
and that as he had been evidently and grcatl) injured, I must 
repair to Aaim-abad with him to represent his ease to the English 
Rulers, I had already ipplicd myself to Doctor FuJlarton for 
leave to repair to Axim abad and having got from thence a safe 
conduct I shewed it to toy father to whom I represented the 
danger of his remaining at Hoss^ln-abad in such a time of trouble 
and confusion I advised him therefore to let me depart and to 
answer all the enquiries which the Veiir might make on ray 
account, with some ejcctwe framed to this purport ' That 
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“ Gholam-hossein-qhan was indeed his son, but a son quite indepen- 
“ dent, who was these many years in connection with tlie English, 
“ and for whose sctions he would not be responsible. ’ 1 added, 

that such an excuse would prove valuable in case the Vezir should 
prevail , and as to myself who w'ould be then with the English, 
I was resolved to take my ch ince with them, and to share their 
fate , but that, if the English should prevail, no danger would 
result to my father from iheir victory , so far from it, that my 
attachment to them would be productive of some obligations and 
some return After having settled this matter with my father, 
I took Sahomul with me, and went to Azim-abad ^ Major Munio 
was already returned thither, and it was there I learned some 
particulais relative to the conduct he had held with regard to 
the mutiny which happened amongst the Tahngas stationed in 
the District of Sarun These men, quitting at once their station 
upon some discontent, had deserted into Balvant-sing’s country, 
and had also carried away their Captain, who, how'ever, had 
found means to get out of their hands , but they had met at last 
with a condign punishment for their desertion, I heard also, 
how the Major liad marched against the proud Vezir, and bow 
the negotiations between this Prince and the English had ended 
in nothing but a complete defeat, which the^ gave him, and 
which domolished him totally All these particulars I got a full 
information of, and they shall be mentioned in the following 
sheets 

Shudiah-ed-doulah, after raising the siege of Azim-abad, had 
returned to Bacsai in the BodjpSr country It was a town on 
the Ganga, and over against GhazipSr, which district is of his 
own dependence , and it was there he resolved to pass the rainy 
season in a camp Mir-djaafer-qhan being informed of this, re- 
solved also to return to Calcutta, to settle certain matters with 
the English He had some time before appointed his own 
brother, Mir-cassem-qhan, to the Government of Azim-abad, a 
man of much goodness of heart, and great simplicity of manners, 
but of little capacity or knowledge And he had given him for 
his Deput) a Gentoo railed Durdj-nariin, who w-as brother to 
the deceased Ram-narain a man unfit for so cumbersome and 
so intricate a charge, and indeed unfit for anything at all After 
having, as he thought, provided for the government of that 
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counlf), lie <cl oul for LalculU a \oyage Uni proved Ins U*l, 
^nd width earned him to the confinc-t of cicrnil) Uut sliould 
U he lakcd whit then omld be Durdj mriin merits for being 
proinolrd to so important in office the answer would bt, tint 
he was pos‘>c»>cd of the mrtil of having had a Iirotliur drowned 
by Mir casl^c^» ind of thr gre ilfr one of being him elf in dis 
grace v\uh that Princr tor it l»ad hreomr a t imhng rule of 
Mir djatfer qhan < polillci to dr|»frk«» lo llu utmost everyone 
of those that might have lircn in favour with hii rival, although 
ever bo worthy of promotion and likewise so remarkable for 
abilities and pn the contrary to raise and promote all those 
that had been in disgrace with him, although ever so unvrortliy 
or so incapable It vras on such a principle that the old man 
seemed averse from suffering such a number of noblemen and 
gentlemen of the best families of the country, lo return to their 
homes and possessions although it was notorious they liad 
followed his predecessors furtuacs, solely to screen themselves 
from the oppression of a prevalent party Of Ibu number were 
Mir^ abdollah and Mirza bakyr (botli sons to Aga mirza) and 
Gholam»aaly^han and Yd^sHf^^ly^han and several others 
who were hovering on the outskirts of Babar and Bengal, and 
went on cnduung dtslresses and miserjes until at last their mis 
foituiies were put an end to by the old man s demise at which 
time tlir exiled and the dispersed found means lo return to their 
lujmib and lo enjoy tlieir families On the other hand anyone 
that had proved a traitor lo Mir cassem never failed, whether 
at Aiim-ahador nt AlSrsbSd ohad lo become an object of regard, 
to be promoted lo offices, and to enjoy the old man s confidence 
And It was on «o laudable a plan that he settled everything at 
Azitn abad afler which he fct out for Calcutta where he be 
came endlessly occupied In discu-^sions and even in altercalioDs 
with the m< nibers of the English Council for Governor Vansit 
tart who was thoroughly apprised of the baseness of his char 
acter and thoroughly sensible of the supineness and imbedhty of 
his nund strongly feared le^t he might fill the city, and even the 
whole province witli proscriptions and blood should he be 
suffered lo repair to M8r<hSd abad with an uncontroided author 
ity he knew that in such a case he would not fail to make use 
of Ids power to torment every considerable man In the (.ounlry 
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uge the city with blood , and his anxieties were so strong 
iad, that he had purposely suffered the negotiation 
to take Its own course in the altercations of the Council, 
er a length of time nothing was yet concluded finally. 

IS on the same principle, he would not permit him to 
of Calcutta, and to keep in the high office of Divan or 
mister, a Gentoo, named Nandetomar, a man of an 
j spirit, who bore the hightest sw.iy upon his mind ,(but 
ag already vexed numbers of persons of distinction 
ut the province, would avail himself of his ascendant 
master, to attack indiscriminately whomsoe'iei he chose 
ish. The President himself being impressed with these 
and thoroughly sensible of the character of these two 

1 entreaties, however urgent, from Mir-djaafer-qhan, 
tain of the Council a permission to carry Nandecomar 
, and to put him in office Nevertheless on his being 
it M8rsh8d-abad, he was so well tutored by bis friends 
tta, he learned to write such artificious letters to the 
and he succeeded so well in gaming some of the ruling 
3 to his party, that the Governor, to get rid of their 
us intrigues, consented to Nandecomar’s repairing to his 

But, liowever, to guard his successews as much as possi- 
nsl tills man’s dangerous character, and endless intrigues, 

2 a memoir upon him, got it bound in the form of a book, 
it it for use As to the new Minister, on his being return- 
.8rsh8d-abad, he worked himself into so much authority, 
undertook to demolish no less a man than Mahmed- 
a.n Tins nobleman, who was son-m-law to Rabia-begum, 
A.ta-ollah-qhan, and enjoyed now the high office of Nazein, 
irnor of the province of Djelian-glur-nugur-dacca, found 
undei thr necessity of crouching to ttm new Minister, 
seeing most of the business of his department torn out 
lands, and referred to people appointed by the Court 
mister went so far, that the Navvab, in compliance with 
, dismissed that nobleman from his office, and moreover 
n brought prisoner to M8rsh8d-abad , and probably would 
roceeded larther, had not both the master and the Minister 
itimidated by the interference of the Chief of Cassim- 
who procured Ins release by dint of threats Luckily for 
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him that Mir iljAjfcr qli in(j(y3) fell mck it lhi’» \«.r) llrp*. and 
became wofAC and \^or^c , at last on the fourteenth of Shaahan 
1765. i Thursda) of the >car » 178 of ilic Hudjf > hf tbparted tld^ 

life, and passed oxer the stream vxhiili dixidrs the confines 
of thiH fr ijjilc worlil from the Uegions nf Elrrnitx Sever d 
persons of credit Inve affirmed lint ome mommls btfore his 
demise he had on Nandcromar s persuasion ordered to be 
brought to him sumt water that Itad bet n poured in Iib ition over 
the idol at K)irut ronah (a famous temple of the Genloo-t In 
the neighbourhood M8rsU8d abad) and that some drops of it \v».rr 
pourrti dow'n the d> tn^ man s throat thi bein^ the list water 
which he laslnl 

L*t (kit Krvr )<ni for a U jrou ar cjpabli of It Itoio), to it 

If )ua yut» thurcu, )au caonot cxp«ct le ttsp Fco bei 
Prc-crxcus O (tod ' as well as all bcht vers from sucli a sickness 
and uch a death 

V mutt be observed that the old Navsab intimidated b> the 
\ e^ir s numbers and b> his personal character for valour and 
prowca had alwajs wished ardeoti) for a peace upon an) terms 
and the Enj^lish themselves impressed with high ideas of his 
power and affected b) the shame and disgrace of fighting 
against the legitiinaie possessor of the throne wire tlesirous of 
sonu acconimudatiun provided it could be obtained without 
endangc ring their liade nor had the) an) objections to llie 
Emperor s or rather to tlic \ezirs keeping possession of thi 
province of \iiin abad if the) could be left themselves In quiet 
possession of Bengal under a certain quit rent But Shudjah 
ed dfialaii equally proud and Ignorant (and ignorance is become 
in these times so prevalent, and so much in fashion that there 
hardly a single Prince lu India but that labours under a want of 
mlellecta Shudjah-ed dOalah 1 say who expected mighty con 
quests from his achievements and had conceived as high an 
opinion of his own power as he had an indifferent one of what 
Ins enemies could perform would not hear of peace on those 
terms , and lie thought himself equal to the task of conquering 
all the three provinces. Indeed he had a numerous army with 

(3^) Ulx dj4«fer wms ibao put »eT«At7-foor He died oot 00I7 of old 
but also of lepro^j en app««r>oc« whicb the Zjwt Teryfrequcotl/ auartm la 
Beojfat, »bero bj th# bye lrproi> Itself U Sa commoo as la Egypt led much with 
the like ijmptams 
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plenty of artillery, great and small, and plenty of all the neces- 
saries requisite for war , but no knowledge at all about the 
means of availing himself of so much power , and he was so 
presumptuous at the same time, and so obstinate and full of him- 
self, that he would not listen to any adviser and well-wisher, 
although he had many , and it is for that presumptuous ignorance 
of his, that he saw what he saw Strange it is ' that in this age, 
as soon as fortune has taken a fancy to anyone, so as to dis- 
tinguish him from his equals, by raising him to the heigKt of 
power and influence, he from that moment forgets himself totally , 
his whole frame undergoes a revolution , and the man thinking 
himself superior to those Prophets and ancient Sagd’s of old, who 
have approved themselves so much above the usual powers of 
the human mind, at once assumes that independence of thought, 
and that originality of conduct, which was indeed characteristic 
in those great men, but which cannot suit the narrow limits of 
human understanding Those great men. and above all, the 
Crown of created beings (294) (upon whom be grace and salute 

(294) The Crown of created beings is Mohammed, who nevertheless styles 
himself, and is. often styled by the most ancient Mussulmen writers, if/w Ignorant 
Prophet or the Idiot Prophet, doubtless with a view to give the greater weight to 
the divine impulse' under which he acted This much is certain, that he has 
approved himself, not only an excellent Soldier and a great Captain, but chat he 
appears to have been one of the Keenest and most subiile geniuses that ever existed 
In his travels in Syria where he conversed with the Greeks, and in his many 
trips to and from Mecca, which was then full of Persis or Persians, he hid collected 
lights enough to conclude that those two potent Empires were then really verging 
to their ruin , and it i^, upon such a survey, that he had himself framed his scheme 
of giving the first shock or pull, and to conquer them both , a project which was 
fully known to his three successors, and relations, who made haste to pursue that 
object, and at last completed it in less than thirty years As to his mental power, 
as wnter or compositor, this man whom the Arabians of those times, as well as the 
Christians of all ages, accuse of having wrote under the dictate of we know not 
what Ignorant obscure Jews and Pans, has actually sent into the world a book 
written in such an extraordinary manner, as is to this day inimitable, and never 
falls to amaze everyone of those who can read it, or even hear it read People 
talk of the melody and roundness of Tally’s Periodes , and they deserve that 
encomium But Tully was one of the learnedest geniuses of his age, and a man 
exerced in oratory , whereas the Periodes of the Idiot Prophet axe still smoother 
and rounder , but they have another singularity, which the Roman had never so 
much as thought of , they are so singularly equipoised, so elegantly cadenced, and 
so richly rhymed, thaUalthough you cannot deny that you are reading prose, you 
feel nevertheless all the charms of the most melodjous Poetry , and this cadence, 



for c\cr M "•ho mtJccd the greatest gcnlu cxl^lnig an') 
acted br idc under l)ie immediate i^npu)^c of res clition tlics** 
cxlraordinar) bemg^ 1 iud no occasion to lake athicc and 
a«i to the greatest Princes and Coniraandcri^ of ll>e time pa t 
thc\ aluavs made It a point to ask advice and to consult tlmjr 
Ministers and friends on ever) subject of consequence Put 
nou as soon as fortune lias been so favourable to an>onc i 
to raise him suddenh to power ho from that moment fancies 
himself a compound of all cxcelirncc tnd a being of i nature 
superior to hutnan kin<l such in a word a would degrade Us 
high nature b\ a king advice or holding councils nav such a 
man comes at last to think that asking advice would be detract 
ing from his own dignilv and that deferring to a sensible 
opinion would be derogating from hi ovrn wisdom be the 
adviser an Xrisiotlc or aome superior being (-OS) These men 
seem to think that genius and abilities follow monev Nor Is it 
uncommon to hear them sav /Pe have j^tuius and understand 
^1 thousands and hy hundred thousands 'vhereas the 
ethers ka-'e it only by tenths and b\ Hundreds as if both 
genius and ulents were of a nature to be counted by tale or 
weighed b) scale buch is the state of mankind id fndia 
Good God* what b merit reduced to in iHal ill fated region' 
And what is become in those countries of the dignlt) of 
the human race I 0 Ciod ' vouchsafe In >our goodness and 
mercy to infuse patience and resignation in our minds for 

this rlcbaetfc ot rbjrme, thl» tnclodjr of coajpo^iUoo, ruo* UuoQfhoot lb* wKoIe 
book, from cod to end If tr* com* to that tbe deJt^ b«s at «a/ Um* coo 
datccoded to tpuk immwJlitcl/ to nmiUad, wbat Oie we to tbiob Uut It did so 
10 tbe Dicwt melodious strauu tb4t eror Bowed from tbs moutb of mao or oolj 
that it spokt in tb« bomeliost, ofUesg most iodsccog and most tUsoitorj Uofua^e 
that over dlsj^aced paper * But what u slofular tbe ifn»r9ni bad bJms«I/ 

lucb a hiab oplnloo of bis owo book, that wheo the Meccaos us*d to ask him for 
a miracle u) proof of his mlssloo, b*alwajrs proposed iba ekfaoco and excellence 
of tbe Corao, aa a proerf aaanswwixhl* ( and wheo they accused It of its bdag 
dictated to by a, I know oot wbat, S«lmmn tbe Jew aad Sthrtt tbe Pani, h* woald 
ask them whether they really belkred that two such forai^aers coold bar* wrote 
so degaat a compoaltloa m Arable ? U Is onlvenally ackoowldftd^ that Mabotset 
ern lo bis Jifatbo* aiid iodtpeodenlfy of all lospJraUoa passed for a of lie 
k*eii*st gealus and tbe {roatast koowisdg* 

Aristotle Is all orer tb* EaU rvpalad to have beed tbe Voair or Prime 
Uulitoc of Astnnder auktd^ih Altxioder the htamrinaun 
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the injuries done us rand change our alarms into quiet and 
security • (296) 

Mir-djaafer-qhan was yet at Calcutta, when Major Monro, 
in consequence of a revolution, of which I know neithei the 
detail nor the secret springs, arrived at that city in a Mamanan 
shtp^ which in their language signifies a ship of war , and as 
the Council of Calcutta were displeased with the protraction of 
the war against Shudjah-ed-doulah, and were much inclined to 
ascribe those delays to Major Carnac's want of enterprise and 
abilities, they appointed Major Monro ta supersede him m the 
command of the army But independently of that supersession, 
It IS a standing rule with that nation, that whomever a King's 
officer happens to be present, from that moment the Company s 
officers become his inferiors, and are bound to obey his com- 
mands Major Carnac, therefore, hearing of Monro’s arrival, 
quitted the army, and repaired to Calcutta , and the other went 
up to Azim-abad, where he was acknowledged Commander-in- 
Chief of all the forces It happened that a little time after his 
arrival, a regiment of Tahngas, stationed upon the river SurdjS 
alias Gahgrah, to oppose the enemy’s passage, had taken up their 
arms, and had revolted It is said they had even laid hold of 
their Commander, Captain Ahmuty, and of some other English, 
as well as of a piece of cannon, and had crossed the river, with 
intention to march to GhazipSr, and to take service with Radja 
Balavant-sing, who was likewise stationed on that iiver to defend 
the province of GorockpSr, and to hinder the English troops 
from spreading themselves on that side The Captain obliged 
to submit to the will of his Tahngas, made in a point to humour 
them , but took care to send advice of that event to Major 
Monro That Commander, on the very first moment of the in- 
telligence, dispatched a Captain and some other officers, veised 
in the Hindostany language, to bring back the runaways by fair 
means and persuasion , but at the same time he marched himself 
at the head of a regiment of European soldiers, with, whom he 
advanced so fast, that by the time the Captain and his associates 
were reasoning them out of their revolt, and making them some 
concessions, which at any other time would have been improper, 
that Commander was already up with the deserters As the 

(296} A seiitenLC of the Coran often in the mouths of the ainicted and distressed 
S M VOL 11 — 71 
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vlcloiioui fortune of the icconipmicd them cvcf)whcrc, 

intl tliL Tilingas were <Ioomcil to a reversL of fortune, and to 
clui.ti'>tim.nt, llioic nitn who hid ilrcul) cut so muclj of their 
wiy ind wtre near their intended ^pol stopped it once, to take 
soinu rciit, and > kldcJ to their offircr s lut' t itu s ind prrsuasion 
Till, Major ippi aring at thi iiiomcnt the Taftngas i^ilutcd Jnm 
according to the ruled of tht ir dbcipltnr and then according to 
custom, laid down their arms soon id ihcst, were on tin 
ground the Majur ordered them to be takuii up m bundles and 
then surrounding the Talingas with his hurojii. in soldiers he 
inarsIiLd (he whuli. corps of thi mutineers back to firs camp, 
wh re lit. brof e the resoltcd regiment distributing its men by 
ten and twenty in the several companies of the other corps after 
whicii he draughted from the whole of these corps as many men 
as formed a iiru regiment and having put it under the command 
of Capliin Alimuty he commanded him to In* late station Tins 
done in. otdered twenty (ivi men from among t the rovolteti 
that 1 as many as had been pointed out by thu cost of dice to 
be bio >n up at hb guns for an eximplc to others Dut om. of 
tiiosL Iwcnt) iue men being a Brahman inide it a request to be 
indulged with some moments of d( ay to perform Ins devotions 
and having ubtiined it lie prayed to tin Sun ind to ^ume other 
obj« ct of hi9 worslilp look i little clay from the ground win re 
uu lie had worshippi d and having rubbi d his forehcid ind whole 
face with It he inarched up to the gun with the gTeiti si intrepid 
ity and submitted quietly to be blown up 

Whilst that Commander was occupied in bringing his army 
to order a total revolution had taken place in the minds of the 
Council of Calcutta. So long as a negotiation was kept on foot 
by Shudjah cd dOulah upon reasonable terms some of the lead 
ing members of the Council shewed themselves disinclined from 
w-aglngwar with that Pnnee but some letters coming from 
him at this moment which seemed written with a haughtiness 
that could not be borne and contained proposals of the most 
extravagant kind, the dissenters closeil with the majority of the 
Council and all joining together, sent orders to Major Monro 
to attack and fight the Veiir The Major on receiving the 
orders tamed only a few days to provide carnage oxen with 
a sufficient quantity of victuals and having reviewed bis array 
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and left lub sick behind, lie marched to Baesar, witli full intention 

to give the Vc/u battle It was about the middle of the second 

Rebi, of the year one thousand one hundred and seventy-eight A. D 1764 

of the Prophet's retreat, (on whom be grace and salute for t vei ') 

About the end of that month he made anothei review, and having 
made up a list of those lie w’anted to cairy with liim, which he 
compared with the numbers t!i it followed his army, anji the 
several animalb neccssaiy to it, lu contented himself with just 
such a quantit)' of provisions and carrhiges, as would suffice him 
for ten da3's, and he dismissed the rest At his de|:^arture he wa^ 
heard to say these v< ry words to so ne of the gi.ntlemen of the 
factory of AiSim-abad / do not choose to eficuniber niysetf 101th 
more , for eithc) loithin that space of time we shall have beaten 
and expelled the enemy, and then we shall find victuals enough , 

0} we shall be beaten oinselvci,, and in part dcsti oyed, and then 
again we shall have no occasion foi more provisions o> baggage 

The Major being now on his march, and his resolution 
being knowm and public, Mir- veli-ollah, a man born in \/iim- 
abad, but who now' commanded foi Shudja-ed-doulah in those 
parts of Bahar, dependent from the Sercar of Shah-abad, dis- 
patched messengers to his master to inform him of the motions 
of the English On this intelligence the Ve^ir sent some Moghul 
cavalry to skirmish with them, and to impede their march And 
as he had heretofore left some large cannon on the banks of the 
Sohon to oppose the enemy, whilst the latter were encamped 
over against that river at Calver, he ordered it to be brought 
back to his camp It was now the heighth of the rainy season, 
and the wheels of those unwieldy carriages having sunk in the 
mud, It became impossible to get them from thence by any means 
whatever The Vezir hearing of this, put himself at the head of 
one thousand Durrani-horse,(297) and going to the spot, he 

(297) So called from a drop (Durr) which they originally wore at one of their 
ears This appellation and badge was given by Ahmed shah, the first Abdalli- 
king, to a body of two thousand guards, which were raised by way of tax from 
every house in his dominions that had an Habeshinian, or a Georgian, or a Calmac 
slave In time this appellation came to be extended by the Hindostanies from the 
body-guards to the whole army, and from the army to the whole nation For the 
real name of the latter is that of Afghan-Abdallies, a branch of Afghans who has 
swallowed up the whole nation, and founded a powerful monarchy that comprehends 
the eastern parts of Persia, southern of Euzbeg-Tartary, and western of Hindostan 



1 IIL bklR 


(li the ^uMb and hrouglil them lo camp bul after thib 

I XI rUon, Ik, bunk i^ain into a circle of cnlcrlammcnls, pleasurcb 
md amubcmcnta without once bellowing a thought upon the 
iicci "sar) ({uanlity of ball** or llicir qunlil), or that of the powder , 
md without conbultmg ^ny one experienced man about the 
mctliod of lighting the enemy he even declined libtcning to the 
rc(jui t of iho^e oHiccra of the arti)lrr> who w'anted ^cccsbaric^ 
for their olTicc Upon all those xubjccti he was quite carclc^ss 
ind inallcnlwc pending his Inne in playing at dice m obierv 
Inj the thghl^ of hvi pigeons looking at the pciformanccs of hib 
(hucc women and amusing himself with pislimcs of all sorts 
and all that with a much ease and thoughtlessness as if he had 
hi.cn about hib own capita! on a party of hunting He only 
oidircd a wall or inlrenchmcnt to be drawn from the little river 
ofDurgmt) lo the bank of the Ganga intending to fight the 
Lnglish from behind that cover Hut on the Major’s coming 
up and encamping at about three cosscs distance from him on a 
morass that ia) betwixt Hu two armies he altered bis resolution 
and abandoning tlir thoughts of fighting from behind the m 
ircnchroent he resolved to give them battle on the other sido 
of It 

The Moghul horse logcihcr with six or seven thousand men 
of cavalry and infantry commanded b\ Shudjah-cSli qhan com 
monly called Mia )ssa ranged llicmscivcs behind Somro and 
MSshcr medec Beni bahadyr Deputy Governor of ASd and 
Ilali dbad brought his troops out of the mtrenchment and took 
post on the banks ol the Gaoga that is dose to Uie ruined houses 
of the town of Baesar At his elbow were Somro and MSsher 
medec, with eight field pieces, mounted in the English fashion 
upon carriages equally strong and light They were at the head 
of eight regiments of Talingas that had been trained and fashion 
ed by Mir cassem It was behind these that Mia yssa took his 
post The Vezir biraielf coming out of the mtrenchment, with 
a body of troops ranged them at the nght of Mia yssa and of 
Beni bahadyr’i and the engagement commenced by a cannon 
ade on both sides, which killed and wounded numbers of people 

Th«y M mostly camJry wear tlw Peraian dresa, apeak the Peahto lancnage^ (bat 
tbt Persiao U tbe U fua^ of tba Court) aad caa brlag a boadred and BItj Lhoosaad 
jtty hardy aod very coorageous troopera toto the field. 




565 


MUFAQHERIN 

trom both parties The Vezir tired with such a slaughter, took 
his Moghul cavalry and some other choice troops, and charged 
the English several times , whilst pari of his Durrani-Moghuls 
attacking Major Monro’s cavalry, put it to flight, and falling 
upon the English camp in the rear, killed and plundered with- 
out measure So that the mam of the English line, repeatedly 
attacked by the Vezir’s cavalry, and exposed to Somro’s and 
Medec’s incessant fire, fell into disorder, and was in great dapger 
At this very time the iNIajor observing that the troops posted at 
the morass, were by that very reason out of the reach of the 
enemy’s efforts, marched part of them down tooattack Beni- 
bahadyr These troops were led by officers equally skilful and 
brave, who marching with a measured pace inclined towards 
the banks of the Ganga, and arrived close to those ruined houses 
behind which Beni-bahadyr had posted himself at the head of his 
troops, and also of another body of cavalry, called the Sheh- 
zadians (298) of Lucknow, who were commanded by Sheh-gh 81 am- 
cadyr These had all dismounted from their horses, and were 
standing behind those rums with their match-locks 111 their hands 
The English Talmgas advancing undiscovered along the mam 
street of the deserted town, were concealed by the rums , 
and coming unexpectedly upon Beni-bahadyr’s men, posted 
at the bottom of those ruined walls, they poured upon them a 
shower of clods and stone On this Sheh-gh 81 am-cadyr got up 
with his Sheh-zadians from betwixt the rums, to oppose the 
English Talmgas , and these being now all assembled by their 
officers, and ranged m a line, a fire of musquetry ensued between 
the two troops But how could the Sheh-zadians and Beni-baha- 
dyr’s people, accustomed to fire dispersed, and at will, stand the 
legular and violent fire poured upon them by the English Talmgas ? 
In one or two discharges, the business of Sheh-ghSIam-cadyr’s 
and of his men %vas effectually done Numbers were made to 
bite the dust on the spot , and the others being wounded and 
dispersed, fled m the greatest consternation, and left their post 

— - ' ■ - - - — » - -- 

(298) The word Sheh-sada must not be confounded with that of Shah-zada, 
which last signifies King's son or Imperial Prince The former signifies a person 
descended from Arabian adventurers, or from Gentoo converts , and a very large 
quarter of Lucknow is inhabited by such people They are brave, united, and marry 
only amongst themselves 
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Ltnptv \t ilglil of lhi> [ 3 cnl bilia<l)r ulio Ita<l cIoi,l 10 him i 
friend of hi«; mined Glialub qhan, m llindo lin) of viluahlc 
clnriclcr ind of niucli pcrsonil prowcsi. nsked him uhal he 
thouglu \ns to he done i !f yott choose to acquire honour onl\ 
answered the other ^e mtut lay douin our lives here and if 
\ou to t, only sour life ae must from hence directly Ucnl 
hahadvr hi\ing insucred that he v.anted honour onl\ the other 
replied let us dismount then and imniLdiatcK nUghling him 
self he also ordered his ^on \cdpc eddin qlnn to alight likcujsc 
B> this time the Lngllsh lalingas draxiing ntar ut-rc getting 
rcadv to pourc » ' ollc\ \t sight of this Bern Kihad^r ha\mg 
preferred hfi to honour turned about ind Hed uilli ail his niigiit 
The \oung man on seeing this went to acqu,iint hi father wJio 
on observing tin. flight of Hem bahadjr s and of all that great 
bod\ of troop mounted again and ran after his master 

Whilst Beni bahad^r was flving his friend* thought he had 
gamed an advantage Mia vssa who mistook the >ollc\s of 
musquclr) btiutcn the hnglfsh Falingas and ihc “sheh radians 
of Shch ghbl im-cad\r s for a severe engagement misapprc 
bended Beni bahadvr s retreat fora second attack and being 
jealous of a success which might rellcct a dishonour upon his own 
inaction he quitted his post from behind Somro and MSshur 
incdec and ran forward He had before a morass full of 
mire and water which rendered his passage the more difUcull 
and dangerous as the morass w-as lined In front b) a bod) of 
English infantr) that looked ver) much like a wall vomiting 
lire and flames Hence of six or seven thousand men that were 
under his command only a small number chose to follow him , 
and these b) thus passing before Somro and MSshcr medcc 
who made a continual fire of musquetr) and cannon against the 
English line put an end to that hail of balls that incommoded 
so much the enem) and by thus obstructmg the fire made b) 
fnends he by his position between the two lines became expos- 
ed to a hot and expeditious fire, which the English incessanti) 
poured upon him and which proved as destructive as that at 
the Day of Judgment Nevertheless after having passed through 
that shower of balls, he with Infinite trouble but with a small 
number of men, emerged at last out of the mire and water and 
it was only to see himself and bis people aimed at Uke so many 



marks So that he fell fruitlessly and ingloriousl>, and his 
indignant soul took its flight towards eternity Those of his 
men that could effect their escape from that scene of slaughtei 
and wounds, ovei threw in their flight such troops as yet stood 
their ground, and by then example earned them aw a} By this 
time the English Talingas after having put Beni-bahadyr to 
flight, had got over the inti enchinent , and breaking immediately 
into the Vezir's camp with repeated discharges of musquetry, 
they threw the whole into so much consternation, that rot a 
man in that immense multitude found courage enough to tarry 
awhile, and to load up, and carry away his baggage or property 
They all fled, everyone pioviding for himsell, as his mind prompt- 
ed j for by this time, the whole army had been defeated so 
completel), that no one thought of standing his ground But 
no sooner was this general discomfiture observed b}' the un- 
grateful Moghuls and Durranies, than quitting the Vezii’s peison, 
they turned about upon their own troops and friends, and com- 
menced plundering and stripping at such a rate, that a by-stander 
would have taken them for so many enemies, The Vezir w’as 
yet in camp , and although fully sensible that fate had given the 
victory to his enemies, he remained a full hour behind, to look 
at the amazing revolution which was taking place , nor did he 
quit the field, but when he saw those about, his person shrunk 
to a small number , at w'hich time he followed the runaw'ays, 
and left his camp standing Everything belonging to him or to 
his officers, such as tents, furniture, and other property, fell a 
pjey to the victois Numerous shops of bankers, full of silver 

and gold coin, and numerous tents of merchants, replete with 
Kimqhabs (299) and other precious stuffs, were rifled 111 an 
instant The sutlers and markets underwent the same fate The 
aitillery, great and small, was taken possession of So that the 
English troops wiih all their follow'ers made an immense booty 
But w'hilst these strangers were busy in enriching themselves at 
the enemy’s expense, the Vezir’s troops were busy in plundering 
each other, and that too w'lth so much earnestness, that whatever 
fell in any one’s hand, was reputed fair prize God only knows 
the wealth which must have existed in that army, and I 

(299,' SiJks adorned wjth gold or silver flowers, made m great perfection at 
GRdjrat, but imitated likewise at Banares 



n(.kno\\lc()j,c tUal it would Jbe vain iii me tu attempt (giving >0 
much 15 an idea of il But I can aay wlib certainly, however 
that there were immense richer in that camp in<I such indeed 
as might have vied with the ver) capital of llin lostan in that 
regard when the I ittvr wa thi TLpositoT) of df th\- sv.afthot 
fndia \Vhil>t ihi> srniL of *ack. and plunder was going on one 
side vast numbers of people on the other were endcivouring 
to cross tliL Durgiot) a liUlc deep muddy river that tlowcd 
behind the camp but they stuck in vast numbers in the mire 
and mud or lost their lives by the volleys which IhcTalingas 
were endlessly pouring on the Hying enemy 

By on (5%cnt singular enough it happened that the very day 
before the engagement Shudjah cd duulah had thought pra> 
per to set \fir cassem at liberty although he gave him no better 
carnage than an elephant which proved lame By another even 
full as singular and one of those which cannot be accounted for 
but by admitting the interference of a particular Providence 
that very at^imal enabled the prisoner to gel out of that scene of 
LUiifusion and slaughter and to save his life from more than one 
sort of imminent danger Doubtless he was predestinated to a 
longer life else in that scene of terror and consternation which 
parted the son from the father and the brother from the brotiier 
who would have thought of an unfortunate being kvpl tins long 
while in lonfinemcnt and deprived of all mtercoursi. with man 
kind? Let us adore the :>ccrct workings of that watchful Provi 
dcDCc which on the very eve of »iich a scene of danger and 
confusion pul it into an enemy s heart to provide a carriage for 
hjs prisoner 

E\ea an eoemjr hiII proro »ervkeable to thee, il it pltas«4 God 

This release had been announced to Aaly hibrahim qhan 
In the evening and at midnight he had sent secretly to Inform 
him that he had ready at his service a bag of a thousand rupees 
and an excellent horse which would carry him any^vherehc 
pleased adding that if he made but a sign of the head both 
would be sent him immedialcly The messenger professed that 
the only reason why this had not been done already was out of 
fear lest the Veiir coming to hear of it should become again as 
ticvere as e\ cr Such a tenifer m sucli a conjuncture could not 
but pro\e highly acceptable to Afir ca3j>em s afflicted mind He 
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bestowed on the Qhan all the encomiums he deserved for having 
remembered of past obligations, and pioved grateful at so criti- 
cal a moment of total dereliction , but he answered, that at pre- 
sent he did not think it proper to accept of his offei , as they ha<l 
promised to bring him a carriage But that if they should fail. 

then he would by all means avail himself of his generou^ ofter 
And really a little before day-break, they brought him a female 

elephant that limped ; and it was upon such a carriage that Mir- 
ca^sem made his escape with the runaw'av'', and saved his<lifc 

A few days before the engagement, Aaly-hibrahim-qhan 
had had the precaution to send his heavy baggage under tin 
charge of his brothei, Aaly-cassem-qhan, to the’Emperor's en- 
campment, which was on the other side of the Durgtioty, the 
little rivei that parted it from the Vezir’s camp, and upon which 
they had formed with some boats a bridge of i ommunication 
By such a precaution he had remained quite light and disincum- 
bered So that m the geneial deroute, he advanced evpeditiousK 
to the bridge , but finding it so thronged, and the runaw’ays poui - 
ing in immense shoals, so as to bar all passage, he became 
extremely uneasy Jvloreover the bridge had broke down , thr 
danger increased fast , and the English falingas w'cre pre- 
parirg to fire No tune was to be lost lie put bpuis to his 
horse, ran a little lugher up the banks of the rivei, and 
throwing himself in the W'ater with his horse, he swam ov t r 
to the opposite side Being arrived on the other side, where 
a number of people had stopped awdiile both to take some le- 
freshment, and to wait for such of their friends as were yet 
on the other side of the water, he observed a body of English 
advancing w'lth a field-piece, loaded with small ball called 
Churras, which they fired , whilst a body of then Tahngas w'ere 
making discharges of musketry The cannon sw-ept both sides of 
the river , nor is it possible to describe the terror and confusion 
that seized the runaways They poured upon each other’s should- 
ers in the. miry shores of that very muddy river, and sticking in the 
mud, they perished in shoals (300) Others having found means 

\300) Five or six thousand men perished or were slam m the action, but ten 
thousand or more stuck m the mire, or perished m the retreat , and two > ears 
after, the town of Baesar, the fields, and the muddy shores of the riv^r. for miles 
together, were beset with bones 
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vsUli m(miic trouhla to get over, fled in the most dismal condition, 
cvcr)Qnr taking to what road chanced to be before him Most 
uf ihc^c were set upon b) (he pci'santH who Gripped them to the 
skin Others tvavlny, (mind mriuA tu }«iw tlw* rwwawa^ft that 
hail prrcrdrtf rclunirtl j^race^ to (leaven a-v if lluij Imil iciurm d 
from the verj gatc^ of death The V<zlr having' passed the river, 
and i,ot all his fanul> to^jCthcr, took the toad which leads to llaK 
ibad , but Afir cassem upon his limping carriage, made a shift 
to get ns far as six or seven costes beyond Danares \5 to 
Deni bahad)r, he tamed upon the banks of the Ganga, b) the 
Vczir'» order, wfth intention to bring avriy the Fraperor, who 
vvns cnc'imped over against that aty , and Aal) hibrahnn qhan 
sick 15 he was, found means, wUh no more than a dozen of 
fodoiverSt to advince close to Deni bohaJyr^s encampment, where 
ho intended to take some rest, and to inquire after his brother 
with whom he wished to encamp A servant of Ghalub qhan 
having descried that nobleman by chance, went and gave not/cr 
of It to his znaster, who was a great friend of his and then In 
Denf ballad) r's retinue Ghalub qhan no sooner heard tho In 
tehigcnce tlian he expressed bis sati<ficnon and getting up 
dir^vtl) h( requested leave of Beni bahad)r to meet hu friend 
The Kidja on observing Ghalub.qlian s eagerness, asked hun 
what kind of a man was his friend that he seemed so eiger to 
see him The other having answered b) a short culogmm of 
Hibrahim qlian, added Mtf/ /le a/t ac^uatni 

ance -oiih hiM h< might then get some knowledge of hts merit 
The Minister who had often been present at that nobleman s 
valuable conversation with the Vezir, conceived a desire of at 
taching him to his own person, and he asked Ghalub-qban 
whether he could bring bis friend to him ? The latter nndertook 
the business, and prevailed upon hu friend to wait upon the 
Minister, just in the undress m vvhicb be was The Radja bapp> 
to reckon so valuable a man amongst bis friends, requested his 
friendship proffered his own, and desired to reckon himself 
henceforward amongst those of his family Thu proposal could 
not but please Hlbrahlm^qhao, who thought that In a time of so 
much confusion, the very tarrying some days with that Minister 
would prove of some advantage to himsolf After this acquisi 
tion, the Radja received orders from the V«ir to bnng up the 


Emperor, and he was urging the propriety of inarching forward. 
But lliat Prince, who in his lieart was di‘;satisried with the*Vezir> 
and had resolved to pai t w-ith Bcni-bahadyr, thought proper to 
len>poribe under a variety of pretences, having sometime before 
Lonceived the design of joining the English I'or that nation 
had already made overtures, on that subject, and rendered him 
desirous of joining them, as well as intent on availing himself 
of their assistance , and on the other hand, they expected that 
the Vezir, informed of their being forbidden by the Company to 
make any new conquests in India, w'ould of liiinself conic to 
terms of peace and friendship with them They had, therefore, 
thoughts of meeting Beni-bahadyr, whom they knew' to be the 
Vezir’s confidant, and Mir-cassem's enemy But as Beni-bahadyr 
had then discovered the Emperor’s defection, and his back- 
w'ardness from marching farther, he rontinued his own journey 
wuth his own troops, and crossed the Ganga 

As soon as the Minister w'as seen on the other side of that 
river, the Emperor, w'ho was thereby left at liberty, sent for the 
English, who linding so fair a pretence for advaiKing tluir 
OW'D affairs, doubled their pace, and joined him in a few' hours 
They paid their respects to him, crossed the Ganga with him, 
and from thence invited Beni-bahadyr to a conference. The 
Minister who wanted to attach Aaly-hibrahim-qhan to his person, 
and who had a high opinion of his genius, applied to him for 
advice , and having perpended his counsel, he from that time 
admitted him to all his secrets, and associated him to the nego- 
tiation , for he became at last convinced that his meeting the 
English would redound to his master’s advantage ; and with that 
view he proceeded to their camp The English shewed a w'llling- 
ness to come to terms with the Vezir, if he would but deliver 
in their hands Mir-cassem, and Somro. The Minister who was 
upon bad terjns with the fugitive Prince, and saw his own 
advantage and that of his country and master in this proposal, 
answered in a respectful manner, “ That Somro being master of 
“ a good body of troops, and such as had not broke their ranks 
in the last defeat, but had retreated in good order, the seizing 
“ that man’s person would not be free from danger But that 
“ Mir-cassem might be arrested ; and if the Vezir should approve 
of It, his own endeavours would not be wanting in that business.” 
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1 iic conference cniicd here unU Ueni b iiiAd)r liavinj, heard 
the uf the I nj^tlahi look hit leave, and relumed 

to hb uNvn I in)|i \Wicrc he disclosed tlie uliolc negotiation to 
hu coniidant>. jiiion;,»l uliom \al) hihraluni qhan *TIic 

latter thought it incuinbent upon his gratitude and upon tho:»c 
indent ties of fricniUhtp (hat bound him to Mir ca>item to send 
him inunedute notice of the matter in agitation and thi> fugi 
livc^whu \\a> ciiiainpcd >nl> it i low cos>lt dist tnee no sooner 
liL ird the intdligcnci. tlun he tied to II ib ihad uilli a tuiftncss 
md 1 npidit) (fiat cuuf t Ih compared to nothing hut l/ic wind 
<ir to the ligl^lning nid hiving there ni injgcd in sudi a manner 
to get |ras:ics lun of hi^ faniilv and women winch liad bet n 
plundered bv t/n. Vc/ir people md conhned in that castle he 
111 trvht d un williout stopping as faros Ikrhcil) widch is the 
principal cit) uf that colon) of \fghans who till theinsclvc* 
Koldllas md thert onl) he commenced to take some tesL There 
iikiui e we hall leave Id II until we come to close hia liLnlor) 
ind this hall (aki place w hen we come to give an account uf the 
revolution'* tint Itivc happened at the lapital of the hmpirc 
But b) ihi^ time the defeat of Bacvir liad in-ide a total re 
volution in bhudjah ed duula > mind That presumptuous man 
who liad never Iiad an idea of such a reverse of fortune finding 
now so total an alteration in hi affairs concluded that he had 
wo other resource left hut that of abandoning, hi-^ own dominions 
and ll)ing for shelter to a tranger > country He therefore sent 
some of his relations to h lixaibad(30i) and to Lucknow vnih 
orders to take away his fainil) and lrtasurc> and to carry them 
into the coutUrv of i Rohllta PriiKc called Ilaafyz mhmet witli 
whom hu liad some connrciions os Ynaict (]han tlic latter s son 
had become Ids companion of arms in liis campaign about Azim 
abad His onlcn- were to keep Uiem in Berheil) which is the 
greatest al> of those parts as being a place which surpassed 
P)I)beeL and all the other towns of that country both in the 
salubaly of its air and the goodness uf its water Meanwhile 
he repaired in all speed to fla< 4 ibad and having taken from 

(301) F^iz-alMd a city focoded bj Saadd^qbao maicnial to 

bhudjab*cd dOaUb. aod added to the v«r7 aodtnt dt/ of A6d. It Iw oov Iq ruJK>, 
bcjoc built Jike all ibe cjtle* aod to»QS of Jodi* witb mud aod straw or wnb aDn 
burnt bficiu with hare aod (bare a bnck or stoae baUdJo; 
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thence his mother and consort, he lett Aaly-beg-qhan m the 
citadel, and proceeded to the country of the Afghans, where leav- 
ing his family, furniture, and the whole of his effects and treasures 
m Bdrheily, he sent Sidy-bashir, a trusty Habeshinian ot his, to 
command in the fortress of Chennar, with a proper gariison, and 
every necessary requisite tor the defence of that place Beni- 
bahadyr arrived at this time , but his advice for making peace 
with the English, was rejected by the Vezir, who thought it 
derogatory to his dignity, and dishonourable to his name, family, 
and pedigree , and on the other hand, he reckoned upon powerful 
succours both from the Afghan Princes, and from ^ the Marhatta 
General, Malhar-rao, He therefore dispatched Beni-bahadyr to 
Lucknow, with secret instructions to keep fair with the English, 
and under this mask, to maintain his government m that province , 
whilst himself should proceed with all speed to the country of 
Ahmed-qhan-bangash. notwithstanding the cprdial aversion he 
had for that Prince Nor was this aversion ot a modern date, as 
we already touched on the causes and progresses of sentiments 
in that part of our history which relates to Shah-djehan-abad, 
and to the neighbouring provinces On his arrival there he had 
a meeting with Haafyz-rahmet, with Ahmed-bangash, and with 
some other Afghan Princes, as well as with the famous Mir- 
sheabeddin-qhan, better known under the title of Umad-el-mulk, 
who chanced to be there likewise The Vezir threw amongst 
them the dice of consultation, and requested both advice and 
assistance Everyone of them promised succours, but never- 
theless all advised him to all to his service the Mahratta Malhar- 
rao, who was a Prince of Decan, and an old General, who had 
once commanded-in-chief in Badji-rdo’s army This General was 
then Mucasdar of feudatory Prince (302) of the province of Shah- 
djehan-abad, and went simply by the title of the Soobadar oi 
Viceroy He lived retired in the country about Calpy and 

(303) The Mucasdar was the Governor who reisded in a province in the name 
of the Emperor of the Marhattas, and collected for him the ChoSt or fourth of 
the product of the country, whilst the Nazem collected the other three-quarts for 
his master, the Emperor of Hindostan This Nazem was the Military Governor 
of the province, and had the command of the troops and fortresses, as well as 
the distribution of justice , whereas the Divan \yas only the intendant of the 
countr>, or the collector and distributer of the revenues When these two distinct 
officers were joined in one person, this person was called the Sobah-dar 
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IJie conference ended here and Beni bahadyr having heard 
the pitiposals of Uie English, took his leave, and returned 
to Ins own tamp, where he disclosed the whole negotiation to 
Ins confidants, amongst whom was ‘\aly hibrahim qban «TIie 
latter thought it incumbent upon his gratitude and upon tbo^e 
ancient ties of friendship that bound him to Mir cassem, to send 
him immediate notice of the matter in agitation and this fugi 
livc^who was encamped only at a few cosses distance no sooner 
heard the intelligence thin he lied to llah abad with a swiftness 
and a rapidity that could be compared to nothing but the wind 
or to the Iigl^lning and having there managed in such a manner 
as to get possession of his family and women, which had bern 
plundered by the Vciir'n people and confined in that castic, he 
tnaichc'd on without stopping as far as B^rheily whidi is the 
pnncipal at) of that colony of Afghans who call themselves 
Rohiltas and tliere only he commenced to take some test There 
likewise we ^hall leave him until we come to dose his history 
and this shall take place ulien we come to give an account of the 
revolutions that have happened at the capital of the Empire 
But by this time the defeat of Baesar had made a total re 
vulutioo in Shudjah ed d6ulas mind That presumptuous man 
who had never had an idea of such a reverse of fortune finding 
now so total an alteration lo his affairs conclulied that he bad 
no other resource left but that of abandoning his own dominions 
and flying for shelter to a stranger 3 country He therefore sent 
^ some of hiB relations to F4ii abad(3oi) and to Lucknovi ivith 
orders to talce away his family and treasures and to carry them 
into the country of a Rohilla Pnnee called Haafyi rahmet mth 
whom he had sonic connections as Ynalet qhan the latter s son 
had become his companion of arms in his campaign about Aiim 
abad His orders were to keep them in B^rbciJy which is the 
greatest city of those parts as being a j>Iacc which surpassed 
Pyly beet and all the other towns of that country both in the 
salubrity of its air and the goodness of its water Meanwhile 
he repaired in all speed to lla abad and haiing taken from 

(301) FAiMbid ■ aty foaoded by S««det-qh*ii m*terQ*J to 

Shud)>b*td-douUh i»d added lo the v«ry amdent dtj of A&L It U now In ruin*, 
betoe bollt like all the otic* and tonmi of lodU with mod and straw or \nth sair* 
burnt bndu with here ud there a brick or stoat baildiog^ 
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thence his mother and consort, he lett Aaly-beg-qhan in the 
citadel, and proceeded to the country of the Afghans, where leav- 
ing his family, furniture, and the whole ol his effects and treasures 
in^Bdrheily, he sent Sidy-bashir, a trusty Habeshmian ot his, to 
command in the fortress of Chennar, with a proper garrison, and 
every necessary requisite tor the detence of that place Beni- 
bahadyr ai rived at this time , but his advice for making peace 
with the English, was rejected by the Vezir, who thought it 
derogatory to his dignity, and dishonourable to his name, family, 
and pedigree , and on the other hand, he reckoned upon powerful 
succours both from the Afghan Princes, and from ^ the Marhatta 
General, Malhar-rao, He therefore dispatched Beni-bahadyr to 
Lucknow, with secret instructions to keep fair with the English, 
and under this mask, to maintain his government m that province , 
whilst himself should proceed with all speed to the country of 
Ahmed-qhan-bangash, notwithstanding the cprdial aversion he 
had for that Prince Noi was this aversion ol a modern date, as 
we already touched on the causes and progresses of sentiments 
in that part of our history which relates to Shah-djehan-abad, 
and to the neighbouring provinces On his arrival there he had 
a meeting with Haafyz-rahmet, with Ahmed-bangash, and with 
some other Afghan Princes, as well as with the famous Mir- 
sheabeddin-qhan, better knowm under the title of Umad-el-mulk, 
wdio chanced to be there likewise The Vezir threw^ amongst 
them the dice of consultation, and requested both advice and 
assistance Everyone of them promised succours, but never- 
theless all advised him to all to his service the Mahratta Malhar- 
rao, who was a Prince of Decan, and an old General, who had 
once commanded-in-chief in Badji-rdo’s army This General was 
then Mucasdar of feudatory Prince (302) of the province of Shah- 
djehan-abad, and w^ent simply by the title of the Soobadar 01 
Viceroy He lived retired in the country about Calpy and 

(302) The Mucabdar wab the Governor who reisded in a province in the name 
of the Emperor of the Marhattas, and collected for him the ChoSt or fourth of 
the product of the country, whilst the Nazem collected the other three-quarts for 
hib master, the Emperor of Hindostan This Nazem was the Military Governor 
of the province, and had the command of the troops and fortresses, as well as 
the distribution of justice , whereas the Divan lyas only the intendant of the 
country, or the collector and distributer of the revenues When these two distinct 
officers were joined in one person, this person was called the Sobah-dar 
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Goalyar , but ab lit had once lost all his baggage and fortune in 
that bloody defeat, nhich -Mimed 2 <hah, the Abdalll monarch 
had given the Marhalta nation he did not cut anj great figure 
bhudjali ed d5ulah aent some of his trusty senants in that 
countr), who pre\alled upon that General to come over with his 
troops to their master s assistance, in whose name they promised 
a great sum of money, in case victory should favour his parly 
The man, who since the loss he had suffered, liad become ex 
ceedingly covetous greedll} accepted th? proposal, and soon 
came over with his troops to Slmdjali ed ddulah s camp As 
to the -Vfghans all the instances made to engage them to come 
to that Prince’s assistance, in compliance with their own promises 
proved useless and they went on with a multitude of pretfcnces, 
and far fetched excuses put him off with procrastination and 
with promises of to-day and to-morrow and at last did not 
move a foot 

Meanwhile Beni bahadjT who was now arrived at Lucknow 
gave notice of his masters intentions Shudjah ed dSuIah, 
said he cannot be brooglit to consent to a peace with the 
English on the conditions tendered b) them He is resolved to 
another battle As to Mir-cassem, he has escaped from his 
hands nor is Somro to be laid hold of unless by some artifice 
but at any rate my master thinks that at such a time as this 
measures of such a nature are very improper for him With 
respect to me in particular as I augur nothing good from liis 
‘affairs 1 am desirous and willing to meet the Emgiisli half W’iy, 
and to join their cause ' Now it mUst be observed that aitbotigh 
Shjtabrdywas unquesUonablv a very trusty servant of that 
nation, he was also mucli attached to Beni bahadjr in whose bouse 
he had found so honourable an asylum with so man^ fa\ ours and so 
man> benefits when he fled some vcirs before from Mir ca^seln s 
resentment He therefore wished to shew the high sense he re- 
tained of so many benefits and thought himself happ> in having 
an opportunlt) of serving his benefactor This negotiation vas 
just set on foot, when Major Monro, after defeating the Vazlr 
and pursuing him as far as Banares, thought proper, for reasons 
of hu own, to go back to Calcutta and to leav'e the command 
to Afajor Foolcecher (Robert Fletcher) and this too having 
been found fault mth, and been dismissed from the command 
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o{ th« army, it devolved of course on Major Carnac, an officer 
who had once been in the Company’s service and had command- 
ed an army, but had lately been promoted to the rank of supreme 
Commander, which in the^r language is called a Brigadier-General 
As this officer had a deal of friendship foi Shytab-ray, the 
latter embraced the opportunity of imparting to him the propo- 
sals made by Beni-bahadyr , and this ^General who esteemed 
the Minister’s arrival a great advance towards a* peace, availed 
himself of the envoy’s presence, to invite the master, express- 
ing his desire at the same time m a polite letter fraught with 
expressions of high regard. Upon such an in^^tation, Beni- 
bahadyr came, and met the General . but his intention was only 
to keep fair with both parties. The General proposed to that 
Minister to bring over his whole family to Lucknow, and in 
particular to send his consort to Banares or Azim-abad, in which 
case he;would he satisfied with his sincerity, and would leave the 
whole business and all the contributions of the tNVo provinces 
of A8d and Ilah-ahad to his own management. But as this 
pioposal did not suit Beni-bahadyr, he declined it upon a variety 
of plausible pretences, and he kept the matter in suspense, 
until hearing that Shudjah-ed-doulah had taken Malhar-r^o in 
his service, and was preparing to fight the English, he went 
to a Fakyr for whom he had a high regard, and asked him what 
resolution he advised him to take The Fakyr answered, “ That 
“ the coming of the English was like a squall, which had brought 
“ ou much blowing indeed, but which would soon be over and 
“ gone.” This answer to which the Minister paid an implicit 
belief, having made him conceive that victory might yet declare 
for his master, he resolved to continue firm in his attachment 
to him 

But the intelligence that had so much rejoiced Beni-bahadyV’s 
heart, had raised alarms in the mind of Shytab-riy, who was his 
mediator with the English, and who no sooner heard of the 
junction of jMalhar-rao s with Shudjah-ed-doulah, than he wrote 
to Bem-bahadyr, in strong terms “ If you intend to remain with 
“ Shudjah-ed doulah, sqi^/ he, speak out and act openly, that I 
” get you dismissed by the English, after having informed 
“ them of your inclination - But if you think it better to attach 
” yourhelt to uh. let me reccmmend to you much firmness and 
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steadiness in vour conduct For after all, why should we pro- 
ceed in a negotiation that may bring a reflection upon me and 
a reproach of faithlessness upon }ou? Or whv should jou 
“bring me into an imminent danger and expose vour owm 
character to endless shame and reproaches? This remon 
strance produced no effect, and Benihahad)r who thought it 
prudent to conceal his mind kept his secret even from Sh^tab- 
r^), jnd left the rest to opportunity and time But meanAvhlle 
under pretence of putting In order some districts farthest from 
the English army he got himself accompanied by some companies 
of their Talirxgas and having proceeded with these as far as 
Lucknow he carried from thence his consort and family, and took 
to the road that led to Shudjah ed dOuJah’s camp his intention 
being to effect a junction with Mm at an) rate The English 
Talingas wanted to pre\ent his flight but as they were In so 
small a number, they were Intimidated by Beni bahadyr s numer 
ous troops and threats and let him escape 

All these motions could not be known to Aaly bibrabim 
qhan who having fallen sick, had been left by Beni babad)T in 
the castle of Partab-gur where haring been kept in the dark 
as to that Minister s real intentions he was much nettled when 
he heard of his final departure as such an e>ent bereft him of 
all support and left him to himself Luckily that the consort of 
the Radja of that countr) in her husband s absence who had 
been persuaded b) Beni bahadyr to attend Shudjah ed-dflulah 
thought proper to use the Qhan with a deal of kindness and 
did e\er)thing In her power to accommodate him with lodgings 
and inth many convenjcncies which the countr) did not afford 
By her means the Qhan procured every necessan for his ^0)age 
and departed for lUh abad 

The intelligence of Beni bahadyr s escape shocked the 
English and surprised the General who nevertheless had so 
much regard for the sincere attachment wfiich Shytab-rd) had 
for him that he forbore saying anything of the matter but this 
did not satlsf) Shytab-riy who anxious for his own character 
thought proper on the first news of Beni bahadyr s defection, to 
wait upon the General and to supplicate him in these terms 
“Sir I WTis Benibahad)rs securlt) for the performance of 
“ his agreement and now he has acted In such a manner, as 
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“confounds all the world Should you he called to an account 
“ for this aftair by the Council of Calcutta, please to send me 

“thithei, as lam the only culprit to this affan, and not you ” 

This short address had its effect Tlu General and the othei 
English Cotninandeis sensible of Shytab-ray’s hdelity, and pleased 
with the sincerity and frankness of his behaviour, did ever\ - 
thing in their powei to make him easy Nothing was thought 
of now, but wai , and Shudjah-ed-douiah having on his sidt> 
effected a junction with the'Marhatta Alalhar-r.Io, was prejlaring 
to light the English These had niade‘ an acquisition some 
time before this It was that of the Radja Eahent, Zemindar 
of Ranares, whom they brought over to their part) , aiul this 
was effected by Shytab-riy’s mediation, and by the managtMuent 
of Noor-cl-hassen-qiian the Belgramite, a servant of Shndjah- 
ed-doulah s, but a friend of Beni-babadyr's, and who now was 
in the office of Sa/i:avul at Ranares, that is, of enforcer of pay- 
ment And It was by Bclvent’s advice that the Englisli resolved 
to besiege Chennar-gur, a fortress famous for strength and 
security, as being seated at ten cosses south of that city, upon the 
top of a rock that commands thither both sides of the Ganga 
A number of troops were sent under the command of a Majoi, 
who had with him several Captains, with many Liontimauls, 
ensigns and Sergeants, and some battering (303) cannon i'lu 
Major having assembled his troops and necessaries, marched to 
the fortress, and surrounded it But Hist of all he produced an 
Imperial order, in hopes that the garrison would submit on the. 
intimation of the Imperial threats However, as soon as he saw 
that these did not make any effect, he brought his cannon for- 
ward, battered the walls, and pushed the siege wuth vigour The 
Governor of the place, Mahmed-beshir-qhan, a principal Lord 
of the Vezir’s Court, was in his heart ill affected and wavenng 
Nevertheless the garrison, which had resolved to stand a sietre. 
stretched out the feet of firmness, and attached themselves 
to the defence of the place But as their Governor seemed 
dissatisfied, they contrived to get him out of the walls in the 
manner be wished, and to have him conducted to the road that 
led to Shudjah-ed-doulah’s camp , after this, they made a brave 
defence , but yet there remained but a few days respite to the 
(.3^3) The original has loall-breakinf' cannon 
S M, VOL II — 73 


a 


rhi hnj'li li 
ills ippoinli il 
III their iiego 
tiation, thtnl. 
oiil) of pusii 
mg lilt* ar 


1 lie^ besiege 
t lieiin ir-gnf 



57 ^^ 


THE SEIR 


[ikh 
at an 


be 

id 

lO the 


fortress For part of the wall having been ruined and^bcalen 
down by the violence of the cannon, the English in a dark night 
prepared a number of proper troops and gave an assault to the 
place They climbed the rock, and were encouraging each 
other to descend into the fort b) the ruins and the scattered 
loose stones of the breach when they were overheard b) some 
of the garrison, who being put upon their guard waked their 
companions so expeditiously that the garrison was op in a 
moment, and ready at the breach from whence they made such 
continual discharges of musketry, as disabled most of the 
assaulters The latter being confounded both by the darkness 
of the night and by the ahppenness of the loose stones, fell 
do\vn in shoals and rolling from the top of the breach quite 
down the brow of the rock, the> carried along a number of others 
that had yet a firm footing and these too rolling down in heaps 
amidst a quantity of loose atones and rubbish, numbers of men 
were wounded and maimed m this attempt The Major himself 
was in that condition He was wounded by a ball and bad fallen 
speechless and senseless Hts men being disconraged, fell back 
and retreated nor was it but after some^hile that they thought 
of their Commander *\vho was then sought out, and fonnd under 
a stone With raucli precaution and silence they brought him 
dowD from thence but he was already senseless , and In a little 
time he departed this fragile world The General hearing of 
this miscarriage thought proper to recall his troops, as he had 
certain intelligence that Shadjah-cd-dflubh was advancing, and 
after having effected his junction with them, be marched on in 
quest of the enemy 

It was at this time that Mirza nedjef qhan, whom we haVe 
mentioned already as a man dissatisfied just arrived from the 
Bundel cand and took party with the English whom he joined 
with his Moghuls. And it was at this time also that the English 
Commanders sent some troops under Major Ustnbert (Stibbcrt) 
to Luenow, mth orders to take possession of that city and to 
gain a knowledge of the province of A8d, as well as of the 
adjacent parts This officer appointed Mahmed-acber*qhan to 
the Cutvaaly of tJmt city on the recommendation of Shytab-r4y 
After this arrangement the General with his whole army marched 
to Ihh-abad, with Shytab nfy and Nedjef qhan renoUetl to 
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besiege its citadel Nedjef-qhan, who knew the strong and weak 
parts of the fortress, as having long resided in it, pointed to a 
part where the wall had no rampart behind , and this being soon 
brought down by the battering cannon, which had been seized 
in plundering the Vezir’s camp, Aaly-beg qhan, the Governor, 
soon found that he had but little time left , and he offered to 
surrender on Shytab-ray’s promising that the honour and pro- 
perties of the garrison should remain untouched, excepting only 
whatever should prove to belong to the Vezir himself ^nd he 
assured the besieged, that they would come to no harm, whether 
they attached themselves to the English, or not These condi- 
tions having been agreed to, he brought them out'^of the citadel , 
and the place was immediately taken possession of by the English 
Aaly-beg-qhan, with his garrison, and other servants of Shudiah- 
ed-doulah’s, received a safe conduct, with which he repaired to 
his master 

After this conquest, Radja Shytab-ray was proposed to 
regulate the contributions and government of the two provinces, 
with Radja Belvent’s assistance, especially of that of A8d 
And as it was necessary to send rulers in the most distant dis- 
tricts, or even in all, it became expedient to support them by 
taking in the English service most of the Commanders that had 
once served m Mir-cassem’s troops , for instance, Mir-roshen- 
aaly-qhan, Sheh-ferhat-aaly with his body of troops, and Sheh- 
savar-beg, the same that had stayed Mr Amyatt , and these 
were stationed everywhere for the management of the whole 
country After these reglements had taken place, the General 
hearing of the Vezir’s approach, advanced with Shytab-ray and 
Mirza-nedjef-qhan to give him battle , for he had already eased 
his mind by stationing rulers and tax-gatherers in the most con- 
venient places, where they were properly supported by the new 
raised troops a business in which he was ably assisted by 
Shytab-ray, a man who had not his equal in the art of setting and 
regulating the new provinces , indeed he rendered eminent 
services in undermining a dominion that had been established 
almost these fifty years, and in oversetting a sovereignty, that had 
become hereditary in Shudjah-ed-doulah’s family, so early as the 
Umes of Burhan-el-mulk-saadet-qhan, his maternal grandfather. 
But every part of the new conquests was not thoroughly pacified , 
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lor to keep down bomu un^ratefal aenantiJ, and to carr) a tight 
hand Over bonic rcbtlebs Zemindars and especially over Radja 
Belvent sing, proved a business of much labour and difficulty 
\V^ have left tlu, Veair occupied in effecting a junction with 
Malhar rjlo the famous Marhatta General As soon as he had 
eased his nimd on tljat head ho advanced to attack the Englkli 
^ altliough the Vfghans who had promised assistance on the Mar 
halta s effecting his junction contented themselves with spread 
mg a ftport of their marclung but did not advance one step 
He was onlj joined b) Umad cl mulk^ who came to camp- with 
a small number of men but who In fact proved only a mere 
spectator for lie was a Jiian equally incapable of thinking of a 
scheme or of doing anv es.ecution But be was not alone in that 
case \ot one man m that armv had a hea*d to plan or 3 hand 
to execute anvthing nor did anyone think of wiping from one 
another s face that air of consternation which tbeir defeat tiad 
‘itamped thereon For as soon as the two armips came to an 
action in Uie plains of Coira and they had some skirmishes to- 
gether the Marhatca Malhar rio who had never been exposed to 
the fire and vnofence of cannon was at once confounded and 
appalled by such a lorm of fire and after havnng galloped up 
and down like one desirous to do something he pat spurs to hux 
horse and continued his gallop without once turnln^^ about io 
look behind he galloped on until he found himsplf m the country 
of Goahar which was the centre of his government As for 
^ bhudjah-ed doulah lumseLf he became now fullv sensible of the 
faithlessness of his people and of the*v general discouragement 
that had pread amonst them**-and as he did not spy the face of 
success in the glass of hope be retreated from the held of battle 
U Is observable tliat whilst the English were moving from llab 
abad in prder to attack the Veijr s arinv they had been surround- 
ed by bodies of Marhatta cavalrv who faithful to their own 
wonted custom encircled them at One limet and gave them some 
inquietude by scouring and plundenng the whole country round 
them \t another lime tliey had very nearly seued bhytab-rdy 
who with a handlul of men chanced to be hemmed in hy^ Uitim 
he was very near being killed Bui the man without being dis 
^navedbylhe extreme Inferlorilv of his nuhibers, encouraged 
bravely his people, and liaving brandished his spear in the field 
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of braves, he maintained his honom, until he was rescued fiom 
imminent danger bi’ some English troops that hastened to his 
assistance The truth is, that this man was endowed with nuiny 
valuable qualities , and it may be said, that at this particular 
period of time, he seemed superior in meiit to all the eminent 
men of Hindostan But we hope soon if it pleases God, to give 
an account of most of his good qualities , and this shall be, when 
we come to give a dteail of his way of life, of his s}stem of 
government in the province of Azim-abad, and of his style of 
command 

As to Aaly-hibrallim-qhan, who at the deyre of Benu 
bahadyr's, had left Ilah-abad in order to join him m the Vezir’s 
army ■, that nobleman no sooner heaid of this second defeat, than 
he came back, and remained secretly in that city for a length of 
tune , until the.Vezir had made his peace with the English, and 
the troubles of the country had subsided , then only that worthy 
goo.d man, that pattern of fidelity and righteousness, thought 
proper^ to quit that corner of silence and obscurity, in order to 
lepair to M8rsh8d-abad But we shall in time make further 
mention of him, if it pleases God. whenever we come to speak of 
Mahmed-reza-qhan , for at present our business is with Shudjah- 
ed-doulah 

That Prince after his second defeat, repaired to Feroh-abad, 
where he complained bitterly of the defection and general in- 
attention of the Afghan nation On this accusation, everyone of 
their rulers brought forth* some excuse, and covered himself with 
some pretence Everyone had a word for himself , but as it was 
not from the heart, it made no impression upon the Vezir How- 
ever Ahmed-qhan-bangash, son to the famous Mohammed-qhan- 
ghazem-fer-djung, acted with more sincerity and candour It 
true he hated heartily Shudjah-ed-doulah, but he was too noble- 
minded to conceal his opinion, and had too much frankness to 
keep a veil upon the real state o’f things “ You,” said he, ” that 
‘ expect to obtain victory with the assistance of these Afghans," 
“ and some other strangers, are much mistaken in your reckon- 
"ing 1 give >ou notice that not one of them will prove of any 
“ use to you , nor will that expectation of yours produce any- 
“ thing, but a further ' opportunity of spending amongst your 
“ enemies, as well as amongst your own troops, some handfuls 
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more of that little money that may remain to you from your 
fonner Ircaaures For rest assured that after all, )ou bhall remain 
' sUlI in the state in which >ou are to day nor will these very 
by standers that now bear ns, answer any purpose at all but 
‘ that of standing mere spectators of victory, and of making it a 
‘ subject of mirth and sport amongst themselves As to my own 
' part, I have nothing at your service, but my advice and it is. 
ibi^ either come direclj to a new battle or submit to a peace 
Content yourself then with the troops on whose attachment 
you can depend and without waiting vainly for any one's, 
assistance do rush impetuously upon your enemy and lay 
\our account with obtaining the victory or penshing m the 
attempt and then if you survive that action you shall be 
found to ha\e been playing at dice with your o\vn honour and 
' lif( or else if you find such a business difficult and your heart 
bids nothing for It then without any one s mediation get up 
‘ and go alone and only with your person to the English camp 
Noi do think ill of such a step From what I see and bear of 
tliose strangers they seem always to act according to the 
dictate of generosity and sound sense nor is it probable that 
Uie) shall throw the dice of treachery with you or bring you 
into any disgrace or danger on the contrary I shall be egre 
gioualy mistaken if ont of regard to your name and out of 
respect to the renown of your family they should not set open tlje 
door of friendship and shew you so much regard and consider 
ation as shall not fail to satisfy you intirely 

Whilst these events were taking place at Feroh abad the 
garmoB King Tnd the English Commanders were making another effort 
lUTTwdefk upon the mmds of to the garrison of Chennar They renionstrat 
eEngUik eJ to them bow little they could rely on Shudjah ed doulah s 
successes or victories and how improvided ihey were against a 
siege and at last they prevailed upon them to surrender the 
fortress when part of them took service witli the victors and 
pa^t^vcnMo Shudjah-ed*d6ulali their master But this new 
reverse having greatly affected that Prince who by this time 
liad fullj perpended the Rohilloh Princes advice, he thought it 
both advantageous and honourable to take sucli a step With a 
bujall uomber of bis favourites, he got into Ins polek} and look 
lo tlie road that led to the English arm> having with him no 
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more than a dozen of horsemen , and he was already at hand, 

when intelligence v\as brought to the General, that the Vezir of 

Hindostan was approaching in that manner That Commander 

stood amazed, and at first was at a loss how to distinguish truth 

from falsehood , but the matter having been ascei tamed beyond 

doubt, he sent forward Radiah Shytab-ray, and himself followed Shudjah-ed- 
. , re n'i \r doulah, wit 

on foot in a respectful manner with all his officers the Vezii on out any^safi 

seeing the General advancing on foot, alighted from his palelv>, 

and embraced him , and he then received the several Nezers , which to the Engli 

, T'l 1 1 camp, when 

he as well as all his officeis piesented 1 he General continued hpj., receive 

on foot all this while with them, and in that manner they snr- 

rounded the Vezir in his paleky, and conducted huh to a tent, that 
had been provided for the purpose, and where he was desired 
to alight There the General saw him partake of an entertain- 
ment(304) prepared for the occasion , and he continued to tieat 
him with so endearing an attention, that he seemed he had made 
it a point never to abate anything either m himself or in his 
officers from the utmost respect shewn at first , the whole of his 
behaviour being one continual scene of civility and deference 
Shudjah-ed-doulah after having partaken of the entertainment, 
went to take a nap , and after some rest, he got up perfectly 
satisfied, and returned to a spot two oi three cosses distant, 
wheie he had pitched his own tents, and where his retinue, 
which did not amount to above four hundred men in all, was 
waiting for him There he remained three or fout days, in wdiich 
time he made use of Shytab-ray’s mediation to conclude a peace 
w'lth the English And now being satisfied and easy in his mind, 
he availed himself of the modest looks of the English, to send 
for his whole retinue, and to keep it about his person , having 
so far divested himself of all suspicions, as not only to inter- 
change messages and messengers very often with the General, 
but even to be desirous ot his company Insomuch that it be- 
came common to see those two eminent adversaries often in 

(304) Not only the Gentoos or Hindoos abstain scrupulously from any victuals 
touched by an European, or indeed by anyone, but those of their own tribe , but 
tlie Mussulmen themselves, although by no means under such a prohibition, retain 
that custom , and indeed well they may for they are themselves nothing but 
Gentoo converts As to the Mussulmen of other countries, (except the Persians) 
for instance, the Turks and Arabs, they have no idea of such a repugnance 
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each others lodgings without anj ccreiuony at all Sh)tab-r.I) 
during this intercourse advancing in his negotiation where 
he was aiming at tile mutual satisfaction of both parties But 
such Was his gratitude for the kindness shewn him by the Vezir 
\>ben once he had found it necessary to seek an as}lura in his 
Minialer’s house lliat he • vidently inclined to Shudjah ed dflulah s 
sldf and It uis perceived that he was endeavouring to oblige 
him and to promote his interest to the utmost of his wishes* i 
ronduf't which acquired him the esteem and applause of botli 
fnends and foes The negotiation having taken up but i 
few da)^, peace was concluded under the following conditions 
TTiat to discharge the expenses of the war, Shudjah ed dfiulah 
" would pay fifty lacs of rupees to the English in the following 
manner Twenty five lacs contant, and twenty five lacs by 
assignments upon the future revenues of his country under 
condition however that any contributions which the English 
might have already raised m them should be deemed parts of 
the assigned auras That the prov mce of llah abad should be 
set apart for the sole use of the Emperor and that the city and 
fortress of that name should be assigned for bis residence 
It was stipulated likewise that Vcdjef-qhan, who had attached 
himself to the Emperor and to the English should have a 
y early pension of one lac to be deducted out of the ImpemI 
revenue due by Bengal That a body of English troops should 
remain at Ilah-abad to guard the Emperor^s person and that 
an Englishman on the part of the English nation should reside 
at Shudjah ed dflulah s Court in the quality of Vekil or Agent 
and Mian-dji or go-betweeo but without power to mfcddle 
with that Prince s affairs That after the conclusion of this 
treaty, the friends and enemies of one party should be deemed 
" the fnends and enemies of the other and of course that if an 
enemy should declare against one party the other shoald be 
bound to give him assistance but under condibon that whoever 
of the two contractants called for troops to his assistance from 
the other party should pay their charges to their owner To 
all these article'* \VZ5 added another and It nois this That 
the Radja Belvant sing Zemindar of Banarcs who by his siding 
‘ uUli thr Emperor and with the EDglL'*h had been found fault 
with by ShmljaJi ctl diJuLah should be pardoned and forgiven 
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“ but under condition of his remaining subject to Shudjah-ed, 
“^doulah, although without ceasing to be under the protection 
“ of the English ” The above articles having been set to 
writing by both sides, and ascertained by their signatures and 
seals, as well as by those of their principal officers, they were 
confirmed and exchanged ; and there remained now to Shudjah- 
ed-doulah not one reason for staying, save that of paying quickly 
the money promised 

That article now engrossed all his thoughts , and he proposed 
to everyone of his favourites and servants to assist him with a 
certain sum of money, according to their respective abilities In 
this design he wrote to his mother, to his consort, <^0 the brothers 
of that consort, and to everyone of his relations and friends, 
requesting their assistance, and informing them that his release 
from his present engagements depended intirely upon the recep- 
tion and payment of the stipulated money This was the mes- 
sage he sent in general ; but the letters themselves were couch- 
ed in such terms, as gave some intimation of the particular sum 
Vhich he hoped from everyone , and m reality, it was no more 
than what every one of them could spare with a deal of ease 
But if this was his expectation, he found himself much mistaken 
His very best servants proved much fonder of their money, than 
of their master’s concerns , and everyone listening only to the 
dictates of avarice, proffered only one-half, or one-third, or one- 
fourth of what was so reasonably expected , nor were the many 
letters received on that occasion, penned in any other strain, 
whether from his mother, from his brother-in-law, or from his 
slaves those ^ men that had made their fortunes in his house, 
and were most indebted to him for their well-being But this 
was not the case with his consort That Princess, not only sent 
him without hesitation whatever money or jewels, gold or sliver 
furniture were in her possession, but she added to that offering 
whatever else she could obtain from the ladies of the Seraglio, 
without sparing the very ring of her nose with its pearls (305) 

~ ' , I , I ■■■ . 

(30S) This ring, called Nuit, and the only part of the Indian finery which 
Europeans cannot bring themselves to like, is always the distinctive ornament of 
the mistress of the house. It is that which the bridegroom never fails to send to 
his bride , and the article on which fall most debates at that time Nor that but 
other ladies of the Seraglio iVear It eqally, but it is always reputed by the consent 
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Not that she was not strongj^, dissuaded by her people from so 
much self denial, but she would answer their remonstrances by 
these very words “ That- whetever she was possessed of, was of 
“ usetoher only so long as Shudjah ed dOolah ^vas safe, and that 
‘Mf he should cease to be so, all those-jewels and all those pre 
"cipus things would also cease to be of use* to herself, nor did 
“she wish to nse^them on any other condition ^ It was only a 
woman that spoke so bat her sentiments would have done 
honour to any man upon earth. And may so much generosity 
and so much gratitude may so respect/nl a remembrance of 
society, of table, and bed be ever rewarded with the blessing of 
Hea\enl Doujitless it is of such noble minded woman, that the 
poet thought, when he said 

' A plouij obedlmu aod doUfal womao, 

Wni make a Kiof of a poor nura.** 

Shudjah-ed-dflulah after such an experiment of his consort's 
attachment, conceived so high an opinion of her fidelity, that he 
made it a practice to commit to her care whatever money came to 
hi 3 hand m presents, or could be spared from necessary expenses 
** What auQi most hs ba that ahoold ptor^ infarior to a iromaa.f 
In short the Veair after having paid down such a sum as 
was in his power balanced his account with the English Com 
manders by pawning in their hands in unmense sum in jewels 
of high >alae which ivere valued apart one by one a delicate 
business in which he was much assisted by Shytab-riy After 
this he sent for his consort and family from Hafyi rahmetis 
country, and having given the fortress of Chennar in exchange 
for that of Ilah-abad, which bad been assigned for theEmperoris 
residence and placed with that Pnnce a person of consequence 
to execute in his absence the office of Vezir, and another to per 
form the duty of Mir-atesby(3o6) (which two offices were 

of tb* mlctren of tka houaa unfrtt tls«y bt coascrta tbem*elr«* Tbla rio^ nblcb 
b of gold ma; be hiif a Uo« io tbUkoe*^ opoo a drcamferaaca of aboet foor 
biches; and it b patted tbrougb tbe left cutilafe of tbe aoitrlls. At thi loirar 
part of the metd are two rmmd pcarb of valoe, diWded od/ b/ a rubjr aomnrbat 
flatte ned . The mbtreu of the boose wears tiog only wbea she p if (t b 
a dlttioctioo asireil os the ^onca, oc {edlaa amoklag pipe bot the last b oevcr 
allowed, Dolcje she has been ooce pre^ttaou 

(3Ctf) That ofbce, by giving the command of the guards of the dtadal ami 
palace necessarily; coofers the dbptmi of the Emperor's person. 



